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WHY IS THE ALT-RIGHT TARGETING CAMPUSES?
College campuses are clearly on the frontline of 
the alt-right’s battle against multiculturalism. They 
are targeted for a simple reason: They embrace di-
versity, tolerance and social justice. They strive for 
equality and have created safe spaces for students 
of every gender and identity. College campuses are 
home to the highest ideals of human rights.

These values are soft targets for the alt-right. 
College students are curious and receptive to new, 
even radical, ideas. And universities, by deinition, 
welcome free speech and philosophies of every 
stripe. Publicly funded schools, in fact, may not pro-
hibit free speech.

It’s an opportunity the alt-right and other extrem-
ists are enthusiastically exploiting to attack egalitar-
ian values and recruit students to their cause. Here 
are a few examples: 

ON THE DAY DONALD TRUMP WAS ELECTED presi-
dent, students at the University of Central Flori-
da awoke to ind posters of white men and women 
with the headline, “We Have a Right to Exist.” Dis-
tributed by Vanguard America, one of several new 
hate groups active on U.S. campuses, it claims non-
white immigrants are causing “the genocide of our 
people.” Its posters read: “Imagine a Muslim Free 
America,” “Free Yourself from Cultural Marxism,” 
and “Protect the Family – Reject Degeneracy.”

WITHIN DAYS OF THE ELECTION, white nationalist 
leader Richard Spencer, who is often credited with 
coining the term alt-right, parlayed a raucous ap-
pearance at Texas A&M into a national audience.

His theme: “America belongs to white men.” At a 
Washington rally that drew 300 white national-
ists shortly after the presidential election, he led a 
chant of “Hail Trump! Hail our people! Hail victo-
ry,” as many in the audience sieg heiled.

 TWO WEEKS AFTER TRUMP TOOK OFFICE, a tour stop 
by alt-right provocateur Milo Yiannopoulos was 
canceled at the University of California at Berke-
ley because of violent, anti-fascist protests. Despite 
his bigoted views, the host Berkeley College Repub-
licans had described Yiannopoulos as “a man who 
bathes in sheer and unmitigated awesomeness.” 
Within hours of the cancellation, Trump tweeted: 
“If U.C. Berkeley does not allow free speech and 
practices violence on innocent people with a difer-
ent point of view - NO FEDERAL FUNDS?” 

THE RISE OF THE ALT-RIGHT
The term alt-right emerged in 2008 to describe 
a form of white nationalism composed of far-
right ideologies expressing a belief that “white 
identity” is under attack. Despite the new name, 
the alt-right is rooted in the familiar fascism and 
white supremacy that existed before World War 
II. It has simply been repackaged for an age that 
has seen gains by women, people of color, the 
LGBT community and others – an era of civil  
rights progress.

While this progress has left far-right extremists 
and hatemongers seething, they’ve been eager to 
exploit the anxiety of a changing world and expand 
their ranks. And during the 2016 presidential cam-
paign, the xenophobia and white nationalist beliefs 
of the alt-right entered the political mainstream.

The movement became widely known when 
Stephen Bannon, the chair of Breitbart News, was 
named Trump’s chief campaign strategist. A month 
earlier, at the Republican National Convention, in A
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WHAT TO SAY, WHAT TO DO
When an alt-right personality is scheduled to speak on campus, the most efective course of action is to de-
prive the speaker of the thing he or she wants most – a spectacle. Alt-right personalities know their cause is 
helped by news footage of large jeering crowds, heated confrontations and outright violence at their events. 
It allows them to play the victim and gives them a larger platform for their racist message.

Denying an alt-right speaker of such a spectacle is the worst insult they can endure.
While there’s nothing wrong with peaceful student protests against a hateful ideology, it’s best to draw 

attention to hope instead. Hold an alternative event – away from the alt-right event – to highlight your cam-
pus’ commitment to inclusion and our nation’s democratic values.

What’s more, take action to inoculate the campus against such extremism before these speakers appear on 
campus. The following steps can help prevent your college or university from being exploited by the alt-right.

THE TIME TO DEAL WITH THE ALT-RIGHT IS BEFORE IT 

ARRIVES ON CAMPUS. Is your school being targeted? 
What group is likely to invite an alt-right speaker? 
Has it issued an invitation? What oice approves or 
prepares venues for outside speakers? Check with 
campus security for a heads-up on controversial 
speakers. Study this brochure. Search for stories 
about the alt-right and extremists appearing at oth-
er campuses. 

RESEARCH THE ALT-RIGHT’S HISTORY AND VIEWS. 
Learn about the true meaning behind its message. 
Beyond its sophomoric humor and pseudointellec-
tual veneer is a fringe movement driven by a small 
group of bigoted young men.

MEET WITH CAMPUS GROUPS TARGETED BY THE ALT-

RIGHT. ENLIST THEIR SUPPORT. This could include 
student of color groups, LGBT groups and Mus-
lim student associations. Ask if they will help raise 
awareness. Encourage individuals to tell their sto-
ries of being targeted. They can speak in public 
meetings, newspaper stories, video interviews and 
online forums. A single story can change hearts, 
creating the foundation for a wall against bigotry in 
the community.

APPROACH THE HOST GROUP INVITING AN ALT-RIGHT 

SPEAKER TO CAMPUS. Go to its meetings. Take cop-
ies of this brochure. Outline what you’ve learned. 
Relay your concerns. If the group is a conserva-
tive or young Republican group, make it clear this 
is not an anti-Trump campaign. This is an anti- 
racist campaign. 

Ask the hosts why they are inviting the speaker. 
Is it purely political? Is it to foster honest debate? 
Or is it sophomoric theater at the expense of fellow 
students? Do they understand what the alt-right 
wants? Have they viewed their talks? Have they 
considered the potential for harm?

If possible, have a student of color or member of 
another targeted group tell their story to the stu-
dent group. The story should demonstrate that the 
invitation will have serious, painful consequences 
for a fellow student or group of students. Finally, 
ask the group not to host the alt-right or to rescind 
an invitation. 

CULTIVATE A COMMUNITY OPPOSED TO BIGOTRY. In 
addition to groups typically targeted by the move-
ment, enlist support from other groups, such as po-
litical organizations, athletes, unions, faculty mem-
bers and alumni. Hold strategy sessions with them 
and design an action plan. You will ind that others 
will join you if you summon the courage to speak 
out against hate speech. The community you cre-
ate will last long after the speech that brought you 
together.

RAISE AWARENESS IN THE CLASSROOM. Browse the 
course catalog for diversity courses and list the pro-
fessors. Divide the list and visit every professor 
during their oice hours. Don’t rely on email, which 
can be ignored. Give them a brochure. Ask them to 
create a class assignment on this subject. Ofer to 
come to the class and speak for a few minutes about 
your concerns with the alt-right.
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WHAT TO SAY, WHAT TO DO

ASK THAT THE COLLEGE LEADERSHIP DENOUNCE THE 

APPEARANCE. Ask administrators to declare your 
campus a hate-free zone. If they resist, declare 
it yourself, in the name of the community of con-
cerned students you have assembled. 

SPEAK OUT AGAINST THE EVENT. Devise an educa-
tion campaign using news stories, letters to edi-
tors and class discussions to highlight the ideolo-
gy being promoted by the speaker. Put up liers and 
signs. Pass out buttons. Make T-shirts. Call local TV 
stations and ask them to report on the issue. Make 
your campaign visible across campus. Do not rely 
entirely on social media.

MAKE A YOUTUBE VIDEO – OR TWO – ABOUT THE ALT-

RIGHT. Get the message out about the alt-right. Fea-
ture the stories of people who’ve found themselves 
targeted as a result of the movement’s incendiary 
rhetoric. You can use voiceovers to hide their iden-
tities and protect their safety. 

Make a second video that’s funny, ironic and ir-
reverent. By using humor, you can expose the alt-
right as a movement ixated on the fantasy of a na-

tion only for white people and other ludicrous 
beliefs about race. 

IF THE ALT-RIGHT APPEARS ON CAMPUS, ORGANIZE 

A JOYFUL PROTEST AWAY FROM ITS EVENT. Make it 
a festival for diversity and tolerance. Have music, 
speeches and other entertainment. Use the Wom-
en’s March in Washington as a template. Publicize 
your event using social media, newspapers, radio, 
placards and liers. Be creative in showing your dis-
taste for the alt-right. You may also consider host-
ing a conference, vigil or forum. Ask groups rou-
tinely targeted by the alt-right to speak.

ABOVE ALL, AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH THE ALT-

RIGHT SPEAKER AND SUPPORTERS. The alt-right 
thrives on hostility, and hate feeds on crowds. Video 
footage of an altercation will only provide cover for 
the speaker, who can claim to be a victim. As hard 
as it may be to resist yelling at alt-right speakers, do 
not confront them. Do not debate them. Do not re-
sort to violence, in speech or deed. As this publica-
tion makes clear, there are many other ways to chal-
lenge the beliefs of this movement. 
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Given the amount of ink, airtime and controversy generated by this movement, the world of 
the alt-right is surprisingly small. The following section highlights several key players.
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About SPLC on Campus
SPLC on Campus seeks to empower college students across the country to 

become more engaged in our democracy. By providing free educational resources 

and organizational support, SPLC on Campus connects students to social justice 

issues on campus and in the wider community and encourages them to create 

positive change.

• • •

For more information about establishing an SPLC on Campus club, visit 

Splconcampus.org or email Splconcampus@splcenter.org
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