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The University fulfills three basic, interlocking functions: to educate youth in the widest possible variety 

of intellectual disciplines; to collect, increase, and disseminate knowledge that bears on these disciplines; 

and to perform those services for society, both individually and collectively, which, consistent with its 

education and research functions, it is peculiarly qualified to perform. 

 

--Harlan Hatcher, Eighth President of the University of Michigan 
 

 

      On the occasion of the 90
th

 annual report on research and scholarship at the University of Michigan, 
the words written in 1962 by President Harlan Hatcher in his forward to the 40

th
 report on research 

continue to define the central role of research in our academic community. Conducting research as an 

integral part of the learning process—at both the graduate and undergraduate levels—has been critical to 

the success of our research enterprise, and to the success of our students as they go on to careers in 
industry, government, and academia.  

 

      More broadly, this approach to higher education is the foundation of the processes of innovation and 
entrepreneurship that drive our economy. The ideas and people emerging from academia have been the 

source of a broad range of new products, new processes, new companies, and entirely new industries.  

 
As a strong indicator of our continued strength and reputation as a research and educational 

institution, the University of Michigan expenditures in support of research, scholarship and creative 

activity continued to grow at a steady pace in Fiscal Year 2011 – total expenditures for the third year in a 

row surpassed $1 billion, reaching $1,236,510,624. The total is an increase of 8.5% over FY2010. 
Overall, the University’s research portfolio is the largest in the country for a public university. In the most 

recent NSF report based on FY2009 research expenditures, U-M was listed first among public universities 

and second overall (see Appendix I). The University’s research expenditures growth trend for the last 
decade is summarized in Figure 1. 
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In addition to continuing its tradition of broad and deep support for faculty scholarship, the University 

is committed to increasing industry engagement. Our ability to capitalize on our culture of cooperation 
with industry, to build on our inherent strengths in interdisciplinary research, and to utilize the facilities at 

the North Campus Research Complex for new research programs will be keys to continuing the 

institution’s research growth and success in the future.  

At the same time U-M seeks to strengthen its role in encouraging entrepreneurship, innovation, spin-
outs, and economic development. It is important to highlight U-M’s involvement in the Advanced 

Manufacturing Partnership, a national initiative launched in 2011 that brings academia, industry, and 

government together to strengthen the nation’s manufacturing sector.  This is just one of a wide range of 
novel programs, partnerships, and activities that are under way across campus and beyond to ensure that 

the public benefits from the University’s research activities and expertise. 

Although the scientific, technological, and economic challenges society faces are in constant flux, we 
remain committed to the integration of research and education outlined so succinctly by President Harlan 

Hatcher fifty years ago. It has been at the heart of our effectiveness as a public institution in the past, and 

it will remain so in the future.  
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Appendix III: U-M Volume of Research Expenditures by University Unit 
(FY2010-2011) 

 Average 

Percent 

 
2009-10 Change 

 
2010-11 Change 

UNIT FY 2009 * FY 2010 FY 2011 Change   
 
Architecture & Urban Planning, Taubman 

 
1,371,319 

 
833,342 

 
1,059,760 

 
-6.0% 

 
-39.2% 

 
27.2% 

Art and Design 131,090 137,759 101,187 -10.7% 5.1% -26.5% 

Business, Ross School of 9,324,220 7,767,901 7,386,928 -10.8% -16.7% -4.9% 

Dentistry 16,207,652 19,710,470 19,928,275 11.4% 21.6% 1.1% 

Education 12,820,924 10,418,751 12,000,661 -1.8% -18.7% 15.2% 

Engineering 160,152,222 180,098,936 178,835,243.94 5.9% 12.5% -0.7% 

Graduate School, Rackham 5,099,480 5,967,005 6,050,911 9.2% 17.0% 1.4% 

Information 4,171,725 3,845,026 4,338,032 2.5% -7.8% 12.8% 

Kinesiology 3,455,873 4,304,343 4,489,032 14.4% 24.6% 4.3% 

Law 4,533,395 3,429,652 3,716,568 -8.0% -24.3% 8.4% 

Literature Science, and the Arts 85,365,727 111,307,842 138,744,879 27.5% 30.4% 24.6% 

Medical School 445,782,418 498,423,751 544,851,959 10.6% 11.8% 9.3% 

Music 321,465 322,199 258,795 -9.7% .2% -19.7% 

Natural Resources and the Environment 12,831,821 13,422,397 15,253,078 9.1% 4.6% 13.6% 

Nursing 4,851,284 4,877,672 4,874,672 .2% .5% -0.1% 

Pharmacy 7,265,991 8,141,865 8,436,679 7.8% 12.1% 3.6% 

Public Health 54,035,097 61,197,153 82,963,054 24.4% 13.3% 35.6% 

Public Policy, G Ford School of 2,449,488 2,743,505 3,562,054 20.9% 12.0% 29.8% 

Social Work 4,485,564 5,356,536 5,568,391 11.7% 19.4% 4.0% 

Institute of Social Research 97,370,651 100,371,693 114,107,739 8.4% 3.1% 13.7% 

OVPR Units 35,353,145 31,450,963 29,856,262 -8.1% -11.0% -5.1% 

Other Units 26,698,354 36,030,471 37,604,359 19.7% 35.0% 4.4% 

UM Dearborn 6,289,130 6,212,081 7,209,890 7.4% -1.2% 16.1% 

UM Flint 551,901 579,255 672,045 10.5% 5.0% 16.0% 

University Administration 826,530 745,543 624,884 -13.0% -9.8% -16.2% 

Unassignable Services 14,819,448 21,797,875 4,015,283 N/A N/A N/A 

Grand Total 1,016,565,913 1,139,493,986 1,236,510,624 10.3% 12.1% 8.5% 

 
* Beginning in FY 2009, the University began including Medical School's Faculty Group Practice departmental research activity that operates 

in the Auxilary Fund. The inclusion of this activity increased research expenditures by $44,205,667 for FY 2009 and $53,250,834 in FY 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




