
IN T H EFA C E O F
DI S C R I M I N AT I O N,

TH ELA M B D A
CE N TA U R

STA N D SFO R
IN D I V I D U A L I T Y, 
AN DBE C O M E S

IM M O RTA L.
Delta Lambda Phi believes strongly in the

rights of the individual, and abhors
discrimination of all kinds.  Honesty and
individuality are principles close to the heart of
e v e ry bro t h e r.  Our mascot, the Lambda
C e n t a u r, is a reflection of our commitment to
respecting individuality.

Traditionally the centaur (half-
man/half-horse) is depicted as having an
asocial bestial sexual nature.  Centaurs
w e re stereotypically opposed to
m a rriage and other relationships.  

The Lambda Centaur bre a k s
s t e reotypes.  Our centaur is modelled

after Cheiron, the only immortal centaur.
C h e i ron was tutor to Hercules and Achillles.
He broke all stereotypes by committing to an
enduring, passionate marriage and by
tempering his bestial side with intellect and
good nature.    

On campuses across the nation, Delta
Lambda Phi is leading the fight against
those who would discriminate  based
on stereotypes and ignorance.  As a
p roud group of gay, bisexual, and
p ro g ressive student leaders, our
existence, much like our mascot,
smashes stere o t y p e s .
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TH E BA L A N C E D
SC A L E S O F JU S T I C E,

TH E BU R N I N G LI G H T
OF LI B E RT Y, AN D A

ST R O N G SY M B O L FO R
PR I D E AR E TH E

SY M B O L I C EL E M E N T S
TH AT DE F I N E TH E

CH A R A C T E R OF OU R
BO L D FR AT E R N I T Y.

In Delta Lambda Phi, the ‘Lambda’ is a
symbol that re p resents many things central to our
c h a r a c t e r.  It was chosen with great care and
respect for all of the symbol’s historical meanings. 

In ancient Greece, the ‘Lambda’ was a
symbol for the Scales carried by the Figure of
Justice... symbolizing balance and equilibrium.

In ancient Sparta, the ‘Lambda’ was a
unifying symbol of patriotism, worn on
shields to re p resent the delicate balance
that must exist between the liberty of the
individual and his obligation to the state.

In Ancient Rome, the ‘Lambda’ was
i n t e r p reted to suggest flame, perhaps because
of it's shape, and later it became associated
with symbols for enlightenment and the
s t ruggle for justice.

In the twentieth century, the ‘Lambda’
has emerged as a one of the stro n g e s t

symbols of Gay Pride.  
In recognition of the struggle for

balance, equality and justice, Delta
Lambda Phi proudly places the  ‘Lambda’
symbol in the center of its name.
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Being proud of who you are should
be an outcome for any individual
involved in a respectable student
o rg a n i z a t i o n .

In many fraternities, pride is often
overshadowed by fear, shame and

hate when it comes to accepting its
homosexual or bisexual members.

At Delta Lambda Phi, we believe
acceptance is a right, not a privilege.
To us, love should never be a re a s o n
to hate.

WH E N
ITCO M E STO

DI V E R S I T Y,
WH ATOT H E R S
MAYHI D E IN

SH A M E, 
WEBO L D LY

EM B R A C EWI T H
PR I D E.
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ALWAY S
RE S P E C T

TR A D I T I O N,
BU T

NE V E RFE A R
PR O G R E S S.
P ro g ress is nothing to be afraid of.  

Good ideas are catchy... innovations gro w.
A m e r i c a ’s f r a t e rnity tradition is gro w i n g
l a rg e r, more diverse and better than ever.
We are proof of that.

Since their beginnings, fraternities have
g rown to serve the needs of students in the
various academic, professional, and social
ways.  Beginning as secretive academic
societies, then becoming groups for the
p romotion of social change and moral
c h a r a c t e r, later building bonds of
friendships in college, America’s
f r a t e rnity tradition is constantly
changing... and change is good.

Since Delta Lambda Phi began in 1986, in
Washington D.C., our fraternity has grown to
s e rve the needs of pro g ressive men, across the
nation,  irrespective of sexual orientation.  
With over twenty chapters, from coast to coast, we
p rovide opportunity for those who were pre v i o u s l y
denied.  At Delta Lambda Phi, we value diversity
and believe in pro g ress.  While honoring the

traditions of yesterd a y, we boldly look forw a rd
to creating a brighter future for a more
diverse student population.

As a group of gay, bisexual, and
p ro g ressive leaders, we are proud to have
taken our place in the diverse ever-
changing American fraternity tradition.
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SE C R E T S, SH A M E
IG N O R A N C E, AN D
FE A R HAV E PU T

MA N Y OF AM E R I C A'S
YO U T H AT RI S K,

AN D OU R
FR AT E R N I T Y IS

DO I N G SO M E T H I N G
AB O U T IT.

Delta Lambda Phi believes that young
people are the future, and e v e ry y o u n g
person deserves the chance to grow into a
h a p p y, healthy adult.  Yet everyday fear,
s e c rets, ignorance and shame place many
youth at ri sk of lowered sel f esteem,
harassment  and/or physical  abuse  fro m
peers, depression, abandonment, suicide,
and murd e r.  Many of these forgotten youth
a re forced to leave their homes, to face life
alone in the streets.  They may suffer fro m
d e p ression that leads to alcohol or other
d rug abuse and even suicide. 

According to an independent study
on teen suicide, commissioned by
P resident George Bush, statistics
showed that this group of "at risk"
children are three times more likely to
commit suicide.

E v e ryday fear, shame and ignorance cost
the lives of  America ’s  lesbian, gay  and
bisexual youth.  Secrets cost lives.  

At Delta Lambda Phi, we believe that if
it the truth can save a the life of a child, no
s e c ret is worth keeping.  That's why our
f r a t e rn ity remains deeply committed to
making a positive diff e rence in the life of
each brother  and in our surro u n d i n g
communities.  Delta Lambda Phi is making
a n inves tment in a  br ighter  future for

A m e r i c a ’s gay youth.
With the courage to be different, we

take a stand for diversity, compassion,
and love.  We abhor those who
continue to abandon, neglect and
abuse America's gay youth.   Hatre d ,
shame and ignorance have no place in

our fraternities "family values."

Delta Lambda Phi
National Social Fraternity for Gay, Bisexual, and Pro g ressive Men

w w w.dl p . o rg



IFYO UTH I N K
TH ATBE AT I N GUP
A FA GWI L LHE L P
YO UHI D EYO U R
HO M O S E X U A L I T Y. . .

TH I N KAG A I N.
E v e ry basher will tell you they hate fags,

but it may take them years 
to tell you that they are gay.

Although most people may not care
about an individual’s sexual orientation, those
who are struggling to accept their own
sexuality will often do anything to hide it. 

Individuals who begin to discover
same sex attractions will often do
whatever they can to suppress it, deny it
and hide it.  Sometimes the fru s t r a t i o n ,
anger and fear of discovering and
accepting one’s own identity can
motivate one to lash out at those who

a re “out of the closet” or known to be gay.
As the only national social fraternity for

g a y, bisexual and pro g ressive men, Delta
Lambda Phi recognizes the struggle many

people must face to become comfort a b l e
in a society of diverse sexualities.  As an
innovative fratern i t y, we offer support
and friendship for those who are in the
coming out process. With the courage
to be diff e rent, we take a stand for
diversity, compassion, and love.  
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BE I N G
OP E N LY GAY
DO E S NO T
HAV E TO

MA K E YO U AN
OU T S I D E R
AN Y M O R E.

Being openly gay or bisexual used to
automatically make you an outsider to
o p p o rtunities in the professional world, in the
m i l i t a ry, on athletic teams, and in many collegiate
social fraternities.  Now all that is changing.

As the first and only openly gay,
bisexual, and pro g ressive national social
f r a t e rnity in the world, Delta Lambda Phi is
p roud to be a part of that positive change.

Since 1986, our fraternity has gro w n
to provide opportunity for those who
w e re previously denied.  Now with over

twenty chapters from coast to coast, we are
changing the face of the Greek fratern a l
community across the nation.  

With support from gay and bisexual alumni
of other national fraternities and with our own

g rowing list of alumni, our fratern i t y
p rovides valuable professional connections
beyond college.  In our fratern i t y, bonds
of bro t h e rhood are based on honesty,
c h a r a c t e r, and honor.  Secrets, fear,
shame, and ignorance have no place in

our bro t h e rh o o d .
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We believe, the fratern a l
bond of bro t h e rhood can
only grow in an enviro n -
ment where honesty is
valued, not feared.  

At Delta Lambda
Phi, we would never ask
any brother to sacrifice his

honor or compromise his
integrity for friendship,
for opport u n i t y, or 
to make others
c o m f o rtable.  

To us, bro t h e rhood is
acceptance, honesty,
and pride.
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TO US,
BR O T H E R H O O D

ME A N S
HO N E S T

FR I E N D S H I P.
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BR O T H E R H O O D
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HO N E S T
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