Oral Histories, Photos, and Other Historic Materials

from the Sleeping Bear Dunes Region 
(and Beyond)
 
This hard drive contains the local history resources that I've gathered and digitized over the years. Most are from the Sleeping Bear Dunes Region of Northwest Lower Michigan—particularly the Port Oneida and Burdickville areas. Any of these materials may be used as you wish; they have been donated to the public domain. This copy of the collection will be periodically updated. The materials are organized in the following folders:

1. Info--Families, Farms, Etc.: This includes transcripts and summaries of oral history interviews, and other miscellaneous information. 
· You’ll see that these are organized according to geographic area. Within the Port Oneida group, they are organized on the basis of which farm each interview mainly concerns. 
· Once you have found and opened a particular transcript or summary that you are interested in, you might do a word search for any subjects of interest, in order to find relevant sections of the transcript. 
· Each transcript and summary is organized according to the tracks into which the corresponding recording is divided. If you wish to hear the actual discussion, you can thus identify the relevant tracks of the interview recordings. (Most tracks are about ten minutes long.) These will be found in the Oral History Audio Files folder (#2, below). 


2. Oral History Audio Files (Recordings): These are recordings of interviews. 
· They are organized the same as #1 (above)--according to geographic area. Within the Port Oneida group, they are organized on the basis of which farm each interview mainly concerns. 
· For most, there is one set of the original recordings, and one set where the interview is divided up into tracks. Normally it will be easier to use the tracks. The tracks are referenced in the interview transcripts and summaries (See #1, above). See the corresponding transcript or summary to locate specific subjects within each recording.


3. Historic Photos & Other Images: 
· These are organized the same way as #1 (above)--according to geographic area. Within the Port Oneida group, they are organized according to which farm each interview mainly concerns. 
· Many are identified or discussed in a corresponding oral history. Relevant information might be found in the oral history transcripts or summaries (#1, above). 
· For many of the original digitized photos, there is a corresponding edited version in a sub-folder. These have been cropped, brightened, clarified, etc..


4. Video Recordings: 
· See the associated transcripts or summaries (#1, above) for information on the contents of each video recording. 
· Since there are relatively few of these, they are arranged alphabetically in one folder.
· The sub-folder “Port Oneida Sites” documents various archeological or historic sites that I have found, or which have been shown to me. These have been entered into the National Lakeshore’s Geographic Information System (GIS).
5. Genealogies: 

· All of these genealogies are works in progress. Additions and corrections are welcome. 


· The Port Oneida-related genealogies are intended to include all individuals who have lived in or been strongly associated with Port Oneida since European settlement began. (Unfortunately, little information is available for earlier times.)


· Basic family trees can be viewed by opening the .pdf files in the “Viewable pdf images” sub-folder. Each file is for one of the main Port Oneida family groups (plus one for the DeKorne family).
 

· The “.gno” versions of these genealogies are for use with the "GenoPro" computer program, which can be downloaded for free from the Internet. The “.ged” copies are the generic versions, which might be successfully opened and used with other genealogy programs.
   

6. Census & Cemetery Records: These are mainly public records I’ve gathered here.

7. Historic Maps: (Just a few)


8. Other Resources: Miscellaneous things.
You’re welcome to contact me if you’d like help finding something, or for any other questions: 231/334-4608; tom@VZOralHistory.com
-Tom Van Zoeren

