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A B S T R A C T  

GEORGE C. WALLACE: INSURGENT ON THE RIGHT

by

Forrest Harrell Armstrong 

Chairman: Joseph E. Kallenbach

The South seems always to have been set apart from the 

rest of the United States; long an internal economic colony, 

i t  is possessed of a d is tin c tiv e  social and p o litic a l culture 

as w e ll.

The oppressor of today is the same as i t  has always been 

fo r the South, the national government of the United States 

in its  myriad manifestations, but the symbols o f resistance 

have changed. Even, during the early  years o f th is century 

that statue of a gaunt Confederate soldier leaning on his 

r i f l e  which adorned the courthouse or central square in so 

many Southern towns was a live  with meaning. But the figures 

in butternut that have stood ever-v ig ilan t against the 

interlopers from the North proceed to deteriorate and 

corrode; no longer are they bewreathed with flowers and 

sentiment as in days of yore. A new symbol has arisen , but 

i t  is not one to raise sentiment in Southern hearts as did 

Sir Walter Scott in the ante-bellum past or ta les o f the 

heroic legions under P ickett; instead, were the symbol to 

be preserved for the ages in some of the p lastic  a rts , i t  

would be a representation of a small, dark figure with out- 

thrust chin barring children from a school house door.

The figure , o f course, is  o f George C. Wallace, who
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burst upon the national consciousness in 1963 with his celebrated 

Stand in the School house Door and went on to contest the 

Presidency o f the United States in 1968. The Wallace candidacy 

is  s ign ifican t in several respects, not the least of which is 

that he presented fo r but the th ird  time in th is  century a 

threat to the two-party system. The Wallace candidacy forced re ­

consideration of the Electoral College system fo r electing  

the president, as well as the complex machinery (not invoked 

since 1824) fo r breaking an Electoral College deadlock.

The Wallace candidacy was unique because, unlike the 

1948 e lection , Wallace made serious strides toward the creation 

of an ongoing, major th ird  party and toward the promulgation 

of a tru ly  national, not sectional, campaign. And not leas t, 

the Wallace candidacy assured that the "law and order" theme 

would be a central one for a ll  candidates in 1968. In th is  

regard i t  would seem to have presaged the rise  o f the S ilent 

M ajority which we are now experiencing.

This study attempts to delineate the execution o f the 

campaign from the candidate's point of view, assessing a t  

every crucial point the decisions that the candidate made, from a 

more detached point of view. Central to th is  e ffo r t  is an 

understanding of Wallace, the man, and the in te llec tu a l baggage 

which informed his p o lit ic a l and ethical beginnings. The 

candidate's public actions are then assessed against his 

essentia lly  populist "ideology."

The peculiar basis o f Wallace's populism—economic 

libera lism  coupled with social conservatism— is examined;
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the change from once having been tagged the "most lib e ra l"  

Alabama leg is la to r to the a n tith e tica l posture which he assumed 

during the 1968 campaign may be seen as a viable tack to have 

taken, given the populist background and the exigencies of 

Alabama p o litic s .

The author then argues that the candidate's re la tiv e ly  

poor showing in 1968 occurred in part because o f the in a b ility  

to assess national phenomena against any save Alabama standards 

The Wallace Movement in 1968 is examined in both organizational 

and programmatic term s.for signs o f potential future v ia b il i ty .



Acknow!edgements

The responsib ility  fo r th is  work must ultim ately  fa l l  on 

my shoulders alone, but I owe a debt of gratitude to my doctoral 

committee, without whose e ffo rts  the burden should be in f in ite ly  

greater: where i t  is readable, cred it should go to Professor

William Porter (Journalism); where i t  is perceptive, c red it belongs 

to Professors Jack L. Walker (P o litic a l Science) and Shaw Livermore, 

J r . ,  (H is tory), who kept asking questions fo r which I had no answers; 

and special consideration must go to my chairman. Professor Joseph 

Kallenbach (P o lit ic a l Science), whose sage advice and keen insights 

into presidential p o litics  have been too generously a t my disposal. 

Professor Donald Stokes, though prevented by a leave of absence 

from remaining on the Committee un til the completion of its  work, 

was a major force in helping mold my.original ideas into more 

workable form. Thanks, too, to my colleagues a t the University  

of Wisconsin-Green Bay whose insightful comments have kept me 

from further e rro r, and to the s ta ff  a t that in s titu tio n  fo r th e ir  

help in preparing the manuscript.

Of special assistance to me while on the Southern Tour were 

three of the most perspicacious newsmen i t  has been my fortune to 

meet. Jim Benhett of the Birmingham Post-Herald, Bob Hey o f the 

Christian Science Monitor (Atlanta Bureau), and Walter Rugaber of 

the New York Times fre e ly  shared th e ir  accumulated years of Wallace- 

watching with me, to my inestimable benefit; th e ir  good company was

an a n c illa ry , but no less welcome, benefit.

But two persons stand out from a ll the res t. They are the ones

who have had to liv e  with me day in and day out through the whole

; / - i i i -



- I V -

course o f this project and those without whose love and understandinn 

I  could not have persevered. To my w ife , D ottie , and mv son,

Forrest I I :  May we see much more o f each other in the months and 

years ahead. I t 's  been a Iona haul for vou, too.



Table of Contents

Acknowledgements............................................................................................ ^

Table o f Contents.......................................................................................

L is t of Appendices.................................................................................. ..

Part One: The Man

Introduction...........................................................................................  1

I Cultural Antecedents.................................................................... .

I I  Worldview: verbalized.................................................................. ..

I I I  Worldview: operationalized.......................................................... 5 6

Part Two: The Movement

IV Decision to Run.............................................................................. ..

V National Probings..........................................................................87

VI Dress Rehearsal.............................................................................. .

V II Aftermath........ .................................................................................1 4 9

V I I I  Appendices........................................................................................ 204

Bibliography

“ V  -



, L i s t  o f  Appendices

A) Typ ica l Wallace Campaign Speech: "The Speech".................... 179

B) Table 1: Alabama Counties Ranked by Percent
Non-white Popu la tion , 1962........................................

C) Figure 1: D istribution of Alabama Negro Population,
by County........................................................................

D) Table 2: States Ranked by Percent Statewide
Presidential Vote for Wallace, 1968......................206

El Figure 2; National D istribution of Wallace Vote,
by State, 1968................................................... 207

F) Table 3: Summary of Candidate Rankings, 1968....................... 208

G) Figure 3: Typical Wallace Campaign Advertisement................. 209

H) The American Independent Party Platform..................................210



Introduction

II . And I resent, th a t, too, i f  vou want to know the 

tru th  about i t .  I resent th a t, too." The lines need no ante­

cedent, no referen t. One finds them ex p lic ite !y  a t several ooints 

in his standard speech, but im p lic itly  they formed the warn 

and woof of the en tire  movement on which former Alabama 

George C. Wallace, Governor, hoped to ride up Pennsylvania 

Avenue as President-elect on Jan, 20, 1960. Whether he would 

ever enjoy such a moment in that or any election year, because 

suddenly a matter for intense controversy among p o litic a l 

pundits, practical p o litic ia n s , and not a few scholars as the 

presidential election of 1968 approached.

I t  was not so in the beninnina. When I began work on 

this dissertation in November of 1967, Wallace's was a name 

not widely known outside the South. True enough, he had 

created a national sensation in 1963 when he placed his body 

"at the school house door" between the Universitv of Alabama 

and its  f i r s t  two Negro students, James Hood and Vivian «alone.

He had niven local p o litic a l powers in the states of Indiana, 

Wisconsin, and Maryland considerable consternation in 1964 when 

upon entering the Democratic presidential primaries in each of 

those states, he drew between 29% and 42% of that party 's  vote 

with a poorly organized, ill-f in a n c e d , whirlwind e f fo r t .  And he 

gaineVv^ measure of repute (or notoriety, as you w il l )  when 

a fte r  an abortive attempt to force a chanoe o f the Alabama fon-

- 1 -
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s titu tio n 's  ru le  prohibiting successive terms in o ffic e  fo r  

i ts  ch ief executive, he successfully ran his wife fo r that 

post in 1966, and became Alabama's "qovernor-by-proxy" in 

1967.'

But he was not considered by many o f even the most knowl­

edgeable p o litic ian s  to be a fig ure  o f national p o lit ic a l import. 

His (and the South's) b it te r  enemy, Lyndon Johnson, i t  was 

thought could not be denied his party's renomination; and 

though Wallace had withdrawn his short-lived  "candidacy" in 

1964 because he f e l t  the Republican Party's nominee Barry 

Goldwater, offered the voters "a choice", neither he nor 

the GOP re a lly  could envision i t s e l f  embracing the other.

And ours has been for a century or more, w ith perhaps but one 

exception-the 1902-1916 period -securely a two-party svstern.

Of the plethora o f "th ird  parties" (a curious designation fo r  

any and a l l  banners save the trad itio n a l two) extant during 

the past century, not even the Progressive Party—personal 

vehicle , as i t  was. o f a former President—mounted a serious 

challenge to the ascendancy of the major parties in presidential 

p o lit ic s . There has been in recent e lections, of course, 

always the threat of a "H ixiecrat" revo lt such as Strom Thurmond 

led in 1948; but even the seemingly troubled 1948 re-e lection  

bid of Harry Truman was not derailed by the defection o f a 

substantial part o f his Democratic c o a lit io n . Wallace's influence 

on the coming e lectio n , seen from the vantage point of F a ll,

1967, must have seemed minimal even to that small portion o f the 

cognoscenti who deigned consider him at a l l .
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But, by August, 1968, the situation had changed. At that 

t in e  the polls gave him an estimated 21% o f the to ta l oopular 

vote; Wallace might perhaps gather even more electoral 

votes than the nominee of the Democratic party, Hubert Horatio 

Humphrey. Granted, to ta lly  unforeseeable factors had intruded 

to a lte r  the situation as i t  appeared in 1967! Johnson had 

put himself out of the race through choice and Robert Kennedy 

had been assassinated. Granted, also, the most serious recent 

th ird  party candidacies, those of 1948, had led to c e 

predictions of catastrophy and cataclysm for the svstem-- 

based in large measure on the strength shown by the Henry 

Wallace (no re la tio n ) "Progressive" sp lin te r nroun o f lib e ra l 

Democrats coupled with the "Hixiecrat" wing's defection but in the 

end came to nothing as the Progressives Party's appeal a l l  but 

evaporated by the closing weeks of the campaign. Yet the fact 

remains that George Wallace in 1968 achieved something no th ird  

party has ever managed b e fo re -b a llo t position in every state .

Even though the electoral votes he eventually garnered a ll  f e l l  

in the South, i t  is to be stressed that Wallace was not running 

a Southern strategy" such as that which took Thurmond in 1948

and in a somewhat d iffe re n t sense, Goldwater in 1964, down to 

crashing defeat.

I am brought to conclude that there is much in th is  "Movement"

(the candidate's preferred designation) which might lead to the 

establishment of the f i r s t  continuing th ird  party in American history  

since the emergency o f the Republican Party in 1854-1856. The contingencie 

which the future w ill bring are no more open to me than to any man.
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but certain factors pointing toward continuation o f the "«ovement" 

as a "th ird  force" in American noli t ic s , w ill remain operative, 

namely the popular feelings giving rise  to the "Movement" and the 

personal s k ills  and weaknesses of its  leader and raison de'e tre ,

George Corley Wallace.

When one purchases a new appliance these days he is asked to 

f i l l  out a warranty card and send i t  to the manufacturer in order 

fo r the warranty on the product to be in force. Rut the card 

seldom is so simple as to require merely the purchaser's name 

and the date of purchase. One is usually asked to answer some 

questions--"How old are you? In what size town do you reside?

In what kind of store did you purchase th is a rtic le?  Whv did vou 

buy th is  brand over its  competitors? Was this product recommended 

to you by a friend? a re la tive?  Have you seen advertisements 

fo r this product? I f  so, on which media?"—the answers to which are 

fed into a computer to help the firm  maximize its  returns through 

e ff ic ie n t marketing. To understand fu l ly  the Wallace phenomenon, 

one ought ask the same sort of questions of the electorate a fte r  the 

1968 election: one must endeavor to reach the voter's perceptions

o f the candidate, which are the only functional sources o f tru th  in 

the voting context. That I plan to make a separate project in the 

months ahead.

Of equal import in dissecting the environment of electoral choice 

is fu ll  knowledge of how the candidate assesses his situation and 

how, therefore, he molds his campaign so as to reach and influence 

as wide an audience as possible. A candidate engaged in promoting 

his candidacy can only assess his situation and mold his strategy  

on the basis of his prior experience in p o lit ic s ; he is denied the
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c erta in ties  o f post-election surveys. He must make his nitch while 

remaining basically in the dark about how he is being accented or 

why.

This was p articu la rly  true in the Wallace camnaion, fo r the 

candidate professed no in terest in the professional polls which 

played so lam e a part in the p o litic a l strategy o f the 1968 

campaigns. Such polls are expensive, and fo r that reason were 

beyond Wallace's reach before 1968, even though a fte r  he started  

intensive national fundraising in June his campaign was adeguatelv 

financed. But there were two main roadblocks to the use of such 

polls in Wallace's camnaion: f i r s t ,  and foremost, the candidate

did not believe in them. He could not see how results gleaned from 

a sample o f only two thousand respondents could possiblv be 

representative nor was he interested in even learning the basis 

on which th is  number of respondents was selected. (The phobia about 

polls runs through his en tire  organization, fo r I was able to find  

no ranking advisor who professed any in terest in th e ir  use. "Thev 

can 't be any ood," I was told repeatedly, "look a t how they said 

newey was gon i w in.") Second, the campaign was not sophisticated, 

e ith e r in execution or in ten t, and orobablv would not respond well 

to "tinkering", based uoon polling resu lts . One o f the major pitches 

o f his campaign was that Wallace " te lls  i t  l ik e  i t  is" to a l l  the 

people, without a lte rin g  his spiel from group to group "just to 

win votes." The p o ss ib ility  ex is ts , of course, that his distaste  

fo r  professional polls stemmed from his poor showing in them 

re la tiv e  to the outcome of amateur polls which were being taken 

by local TV and radio stations across the country. These polls more
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nearly reflected  his follow ers' in tensity  o f fe e lin g , perhaps, 

than th e ir  re la tiv e  numbers among the e lectorate.

I t  should be noted, however, that while profession no fa ith

in the polls Wallace and his s ta ff  nonetheless seemed hyper-conscioui

of them, always knowing the la te s t results and usino them when i t

suited th e ir  cause. The polls may well have had a major imnact

on the campaign, f i r s t  in deluding the candidate over the summer

as to the success he would have at the b a llo t box in November, and

second in perhaps helping to convince him that a change was needed

in October to counteract his 30% decline in popularity as compared

with the heights reached at the time o f the Democratic Convention 

in August.

The proper study o f the Wallace phenomenon is re a lly  o f two 

parts—how he went about buildino support on the one hand, and 

where that support re a lly  came from on the other. I view Wallace's 

role and function in the 1968 election as basically  that o f a 

salesman or carnival pitch-man. He had a product which he marketed 

through creation o f an image, and throuoh use of which he hoped to 

make converts to his brand who would pay in votes fo r the product 

they received. For the general voter th is kind of product is 

ephemeral a t best; i t  is  expectation, i t  is an tic ipation , i t  is hope. 

For the Wallace voter, the product was more concrete: personal 

vindication. The model was simple and unsophisticated because the 

man and the campaign were seemingly unsophisticated. But through 

such a model i t  might be possible to look a t the electoral process 

from the candidate's viewpoint and to deduce, perhaps, a rationale  

fo r the execution o f the campaign which the candidate is unw illino, 

a t least a t present, to confirm. Of importance, then, are the
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candidate's ohilosophy (the product which he had to s e l l ) ,  the 

image he strove consciously to build (brand d iffe re n tia tio n  in 

the marketplace) and those particu lar nersonal strenoths and 

weaknesses which, together with the correctness of his perceptions 

o f the mood of the electorate (assessment of the marketplace), 

were to determine his fa te  on election day. But ju s t as the 

candidate's s k ills  were important, so were the exnertise with 

which they were u t iliz e d . Thus one must attempt to evaluate 

the tac tica l and strategic decisions promulgated by the Wallace 

campaign bv juxtaposing them aaainst an assessment of that campaign's 

needs. The decisions as to how he might best go about th is  task 

of building votes, the actual tactical maneuvers o f the camnaign, 

provide such "facts" as are available, though they may lend 

themselves equally well to constructions other than mv own.

The proper study o f the Wallace ohenomenon then, would begin 

with his cultural antecedents--those portions o f his in te llec tu a l 

baggage which came to him as to many o f his time and nlace and 

which, though having had th e ir  genesis even before his b ir th , were 

to have an impact upon shaping him into what he became. One would 

then want to look at what the man has made of his background—the 

ways he has modified and molded i t  into a unique and personal worldview.

I f  his cultural antecedents and personal worldview are s ig n ifican t, 

i t  is because he became, at least for a few months, a s ign ifican t 

e n tity  on the national p o litic a l scene. To understand the Wallace 

movement, one must also analyze the impact such tra in ing and 

predispositions have had on his p o litic a l machinations. To th is  

end, one might examine his actions since 1962 (when he became
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Governor o f AJatama and found himself barred from further advancement 

1n the p o litic s  Of that state) to see what caused them to take the 

course that made him s ig n ifican t figure fo r students o f American 

p o lit ic s . I r r particu le^.j n e  must seek to Iso la te  the key variables  

in  the Wallace equatlcnkrjny contention Is that such variables are 

reflected  predominantly In strateg ic and ta c tic a l decisions. I f  

one CM understand the factors behind the outcome o f these various 

decisions, one cafi approach understanding the Wallace phenomenon as 

the candidate hims e lf would perceive i t .  The task I  have assigned 

myself a t th is  point Is an examination o f but one h a lf o f the dialogue 

The perceptions o f the electorate are a related  m t te r  fo r separate 

study, but they are Ingredients without which the Wallace self-image 

probability  statement w ill be only p a r t ia lly  complete.

One might compare the snan o f Wallace's l i f e  since 1962 to  

a computer prograrmer's flow chart: the key points are the branching

p o ln ts-those from which any number o f mutually exclusive alternatives
may be dimlv seen.

Decision Variables in Wallace's Candidacy

Ultimate personal goals 
Desire to go "national"
Timing o f national e ffo rt  
Short-run expectations

ii::r :? irc :a e "/ ;  Image and sty le  o f exposure 
8; Funding

in ) Candidates fo r lesser o ffices  
10) Running mate 
n) Platform

Because o f the ad-hoc nature o f the man and o f the p o litic s  which 

he practiced fo r so long In the state o f Alabama, many o f these

1
2
3
4
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' decisions' cannot be treated as the discrete and discontinuous 

variables which social scientists would seek to manufacture in a 

controlled environment. Althouoh I w ill argue that Wallace did, 

in fa c t, have a choice as to which imaoe and ideolonical posture to 

emphasize from his peculiar background, nonetheless i t  is obvious 

that that same past e ffe c tiv e ly  lim ited the range of credible

alternatives open to him.

One would, fo r the purposes of analysis, hope to find a stronn

sense of direction existing from the f i r s t  in such a man, a sense 

which could be demonstrated to be antecedent to a host of subseouent 

decisions. Put this means-ends relationshio is less than helnful 

(a lb e it  highly s io n ifican t) because the prime end to which Wallace 

seems always to have been attuned is not one of ideological imolementation 

but of personal p o lit ic a l advancement instead.

There is l i t t l e  ju s t if ic a t io n  for any save a temporal orderina 

of these crucial decisions. Moreover, i f  one is to attempt to view 

the re a lit ie s  of the American electoral svstem throuoh the eyes of 

the candidate, one is not allowed to s ta rt with a clean slate  on 

which to w rite . For i t  is generally aoreed that Georoe Wallace's 

overarching ambition was not to seek the Presidency; he fu l f i l le d  his 

life tim e  dream in 1962 when he ascended to the Governor's chair in  

Montgomery. Thus, when he was forced to turn his attention to 

finding other worlds to conquer, he found himself a t a loss on how 

to begin anew.

There are, » ._n, three d is tin c t sets of components to the 

Wallace equation. The f i r s t  set comprises those inputs to the man 

which would not l ik e ly  change in response to short-term forces 

or pressures: among these would he the candidate's cultural hacknround.
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his personality t r a i t s ,  his basic philosophical orientations, his 

professional expertise, and to a certain extent, the opportunities 

or roadblocks created by his past actions.

The second set would be the rules of the new aame with which 

Wallace found i t  necessary to comply. These rules were to renresent 

an extraordinary hurdle for two reasons; the f i r s t  was that he would 

have to appeal to persons d issim ilar from himself—that is to say 

from outside his state or section—and to adherents of competino 

p o litic a l parties , i f  he expected to win; the second was that he 

would necessarily run on a th ird  party t ic k e t, and any such candidacy 

is beset by an almost impenetrable maze of lenal tech n ica lities  

(which d if fe r  in each of the 50 states) desioned sp e c ific a lly  in many 

instances to make such candidacies, from without the established two 

parties , proh ib itive ly  d i f f ic u l t .  My aroument is that Wallace's 

preliminary probings in 1964 convinced him that there were enough 

persons across the country who f e l t  as he did to warrant a 

presidential move, but that the tech n ica lities  were a t that time 

insurmountable. The 1968 e f fo r t ,  I am suggestino, was in i t ia l ly  to 

a "dry run" with prim arily internal goals: discoverina each state 's

d iffe rin o  b a llo t and election requirements and meetinn them, identifÿ inq  

a cadre of workers in each state and ornanizino them, and buildino

financial backing.

Accordinn to this scenario, only a lim ited amount of success 

wi*th the voter—enough public acceptance to remain a viable candidate 

over the in te r-e lec tio n  period—was reguis ite; anything more would 

be banked against the real object, the 1972 e lection . The sions 

that this plan began to change became apparent hv e a r lv June, 1968.
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Fanned by the 22% of the popular suoport he was granted by 

professional pollsters ju s t a fte r the Democratic National Convention, 

the candidate's emphasis chanoed to a whole-hearted b e lie f that he 

could win in 1968 and to an e ffo rt  to achieve this end.

The th ird  set of components are largely  derived from a matino 

of the f i r s t  two sets: they are the highly v is ib le  decisions to

which a second-guesser mioht point as the immediate determinants 

of victory or defeat, decisions which were rendered necessary and 

sign ifican t by the fact that the candidate's predispositions and 

training (set one) often ran counter to the reouisites o f the new 

game and its  rules (set two).

In order to place the analyst in the candidate's shoes, to 

the extent that this is possible, the attempt is made f i r s t  to 

delineate the personal make-up of the man that evolved over time 

and was independent of any concern fo r "playing the game" by the 

rules of national p o lit ic s . In at least this one instance, Wallace's 

l i f e  style makes i t  easy to iso late  the goal toward which his actions 

were (or were not) intended to lead. Then, ju s t as i t  occurred 

"in real l i f e " ,  one should be presented with the factors surroundinn 

Wallace's forced red efin itio n  o f goals, includinq exegesis of the 

d if f ic u lt ie s  which he would face i f  he were to seek the onlv hioher 

executive o ffic e  open to him.

F in a lly , from that vantaoe point, one should be able to examine 

the conduct of the campaign (stretching in its  various stages from 

1962 u n til perhaps 1972, as I define i t )  from what may be posited 

as the candidate's point of view. One might then be sensitive to 

some of the same concerns, lim ited and focused by some of the same 

predispositions, and not a l i t t l e  confused by the new circumstances.
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in which he found him self, as Wallace was.

There are several answers to sources o f information one might 

mine in doing a study of th is  type. One is to explore the candidate's 

thought through the device o f interviews with him. Another technique 

in achieving an understanding o f the man is to examine c r i t ic a l ly  

his work—speeches he has given, pronrams he has authored, books he 

has w ritten . A th ird  method is through discussion with those who 

know him best, friends and foes alike.^

Of these, the f i r s t  is usually the most d i f f ic u l t  to employ; 

the candidate's time is valuable and there is a lack o f certa in ty  

as to his plans even 24 hours into the future. This was especially  

true o f Wallace, a man who has been known to change his destination  

while enroute and who was plagued with a s ta f f  that was badlv 

oroanized. Through the kindness of the candidate, however, th is  proved 

no obstacle to me. I  wrote him askino permission to accomoany his 

campaign fo r several davs at two d iffe re n t points in tim e, preferably 

early  in the summer and again a fte r  the Democrats and the Republicans 

had held th e ir  conventions, go that he would have been able to see 

exactly the ground rules (who his opponents would be and what th e ir  

platforms would be) and thus have had an opportunity to set his own 

" f in a l" strategy.

Some six weeks had elapsed without any word from Wallace 

headquarters when I learned o f a set o f heartnns to be. held in 

la te  April before the Secretary o f State in Oklahoma fo r the 

purpose of determining whether Georoe Wallace was e lig ib le , under 

Oklahoma law, to be on the general election b a llo t. Several o f his 

top advisors were to appear; i t  was rumored that Wallace, himself.
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might appear; and I had a contact in that s tate . I  attended that 

meeting. The hearinns lasted three exhaustive days, during which 

time p la in t if fs  tr ie d  to prove,that Wallace had advocated sedition.

I f  he had done so, under Oklahoma's law he would not he " f i t "  to 

appear on the Oklahoma b a llo t. Wallace did not appear a t the hearing, 

but several o f his top aides did (Stan Sikes, Hugh Maddox) and they 

te s t if ie d  as to his philosophy. State leaders of the Wallace 

movement were also called to te s t ify  as to what they thought he 

stood fo r. Implacable enemies of the Wallace movement (William  

Bradford Huie. fo r example) were brouoht in from Alabama to rebutt 

the testimony o f Wallace's counsel. A number o f Wallace's state  

elector candidates came to watch the proceedings and in some cases, 

to te s t ify .

Those hearings proved inconclusive, as a l l  knew that the 

losing side would appeal the Secretary's decision to the State 

Supreme Court, but I did speak a t length with a l l  the participants  

and did get assurances from Sikes that I might see Governor Wallace. 

That aspect o f the v is i t  proved academic, however, fo r  upon my 

return I found a le t te r  from B ill  Jones, the Governor's executive 

secretary, press secretary, and general r ig h t hand man, making me 

welcome a t Wallace headquarters.

Accordingly, I flew to Montgomery on Wednesday, June 5, the 

day before Wallace was to emerge from the seclusion he had assumed 

upon the death o f his w ife to begin the campaign with a swing through 

eleven Southern states. But June 5 was also the day that Robert 

Kennedy was shot and when I  reached Montgomery, Wallace headquarters 

was in a state o f confusion as to the fa te  o f his Southern tour.

The decision was made to postpone the tour in d e fin ite ly , awaiting
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the turn of events, and a fte r  talking with various campaign 

personnel I l e f t  Montgomery.

Î  returned to Montgomery June 10 and went on tour with the Wallace 

campaign entourage to Memphis (June 11), Chattanooga (June 12), 

and Atlanta (June 13). June 14 I l e f t  the tour. Though I was 

free to remain longer, I f e l t  that I had learned about a l l  from 

the persons on board the plane that I could get without wearing out 

my welcome ( I  planned to return fo r another week in la te  August).

I was unable to make the long follow-up v is i t  due to an illness  

which kept me bed-ridden most o f Auoust, but I did go to Milwaukee 

in early September fo r the one day that Wallace was there. I had 

wanted to see him in a Northern m ilieu fo r comparative purnoses.

I f e l t  that the Milwaukee v is i t  was s u ffic ie n t fo r th is nurpose.

The Governor and his s ta ff  (p a rtic u la r ly  B ill  Jones, Stan 

Sikes, and Mrs. Horothy G arrett) were most gracious and helpful 

to me and without them this facet of the project would not have 

been possible. The Wallace Campaign even made the plane travel 

availab le  a t no cost to me, for. which I am also g ra te fu l.

Governor Wallace was most generous with his time, granting me two 

interviews on the plane and answering other questions as time and 

circumstances permitted.

The second source of information on Wallace— his speeches, 

books, le g is la tiv e  record--is  immensely valuable but not extensive. 

During the campaign he gave one basic speech (The Speech), a 

transcription of which forms Appendix A o f th is d issertation .

Informed observers say that i t  is the same speech he has used in 

Alabama since 1958 (the extent o f th e ir  personal knowledge) with 

only the illu s tra tio n s  up-dated. Wallace had done l i t t l e  w riting;
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on his own; he has yet to feel the need o f producing his Every 

Man a King. (To the allegation that he doesn't ta lk  about "nurposes, 

causes, destin ies, anythino l ik e  th a t,"  Wallace says "Naw, we don't 

stop and fiq g e r, we don't think about history or theories or none 

of th a t. We ju s t go ahead. H e ll, history can take care of i ts e lf ." ^ )

Furthermore v ir tu a lly  a ll  of Wallace's pronouncements, e ith er  

in the form o f press releases or o ff-th e -c u ff  answers to questions 

in a press conference, are merely repetitions of material contained 

nearly verbatim in The Sneech. He prides himself on being consistent 

in his responses. No matter what button one pushes, one s t i l l  gets 

The Speech.

The th ird  source of information open is those who have had 

access to him and presumably can speak knowledgeably of the man, 

his philosophy, ideals and motivations. Wallace is a verv guarded 

and "cany" man, one not given to making unthinkino remarks to the 

press. Those who have his confidence, presumably, are in a better 

position to see the real Wallace than are those whose contacts with 

him are not personal and close.

There are two excellent sources of th is type. The f i r s t  was 

B ill Jones, the Governor's long time frie n d , confidant, and advisor, 

who wrote the sem i-offic ia l campaign biography The Wallace Storv 

which was sold with the other o f f ic ia l campaign paraphernalia.

There can be no question that Jones accurately re flec ts  Wallace's 

own thoughts in  that work and, no doubt that the book was acceptable 

to the candidate. I t  was published two years before the campaign

^Marshall Frady, Wallace (Cleveland, 1968), p. 13.



- 16 “

began and might easily have been revised or withdrawn from publication  

i f  i t  were incorrect or misleading in any way.

The other source is Marshall Frady's Wallace, based on his 

experience of nine months as an intimate in the Wallace camp.

Frady was given the run of the camp because i t  was f e l t  that 

he was going to do a complimentary work, which would be o f use 

during the campaign. I arrived in Montgomery on the day the f i r s t  

installment of the book had aopearer) in the Saturday Fvening Post; 

the Wallace s ta f f  were almost speechless in th e ir  rage, which was 

of particu la r in tensity  because they had f e l t  Fradv to be "with” 

them. The one caveat to bear in mind regarding Frady's work is 

that he had f i r s t  considered doing a " jou rn a lis tic  novel" from 

his research. As such, i t  would have been of highly dubious value 

in scholarship. But subsequently, says Frady, "He [Wallace] has 

assumed a pertinence beyond that of an intriguing character from 

which to fashion a novel." Why? .Because "figures lik e  Wallace 

can be said to pose the great dark t h r e a t . T h i s  book is therefore  

no novel. I t  is a fine fo i l  to Jones' pro-Wallace work and they 

can be f r u it fu l ly  juxtaposed in many places.

The th ird  source, which is of a semi-documentary nature, is 

a set of interviews with the candidate conducted and edited by 

John J. Synon, a Virginian who convened a conference in which Wallace 

participated wherein those assembled sought to devise a strategy to 

make.the South regain influence in national p o lit ic s . I in ternret "  

i t  as being neutral so fa r  as the Wallace candidacy and strategy

^ Ib id ., p. 6.
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thereof are concerned.

The organization of th is  dissertation is in two major parts:

The f i r s t  part is an attempt to delineate what i t  is  that Wallace, 

the man, re a lly  is . As such, i t  deals with the cu ltura l antecedents 

which informed his culture and his region; with what he has said 

his principles are (to the extent that he worries about such things); 

and with what he has made of his principles while a p o litic a l 

officeholder. This part sets fo rth  the base from which he must 

work in forming a national campaign. ... -

The second part of the dissertation is an analysis o f what 

Wallace, the candidate, made of Wallace, the man. In th is  context 

I examined the strategic decisions and choices which the candidate 

was forced to make: which aspects o f himself to emphasize, which

to play down; which issues to push, which to ignore; in what manner 

his campaign should be executed--where to go, which audience to 

address, and how ta c t ic a lly  to go about i t .  And, in an epilogue, 

the dissertation contains an evaluation of the potential inherent 

in the Wallace movement for becoming the f i r s t  v iab le , ongoing major 

th ird  party in American history.

The complete study of the Wallace Movement, of course, rests On 

fa r  more than simply the candidate's perceptions (and rational 

decisions promulgated on the basis of such perceptions); of equal 

importance are the perceptions of the electorate: how did they view 

Wallace, the man, and Wallace, the candidate? How did they view 

the American Independent Party--as a legitim ate party or as simply 

the creation o f a man engaged in a temporary sp lin ter movement 

within the two-party system? I f  98% of the electorate knew of
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Wallace, what did they think of him, of his platform, of his 

re a lis t ic  chances for success? These questions can be answered 

only through use of survey data; but as such data become availab le  

(as from the University o f Michigan's Survey Research Center) scholars 

w ill want to use them to complete the study of the Wallace 

phenomenon.



I :  CULTURAL ANTECEnENTS

On election day, 1968, Georne Corlev Wallace was among 

the losers; but he was also a re la tiv e ly  youthful 49 vears old 

and could be a serious contender fo r the succeeding three elections. 

I t  almost seems he was born runninn fo r some o ffic e  and those who 

know him best feel he w ill run t i l l  he dies. P o litics  has become 

his way of l i f e ;  his personal tranedy may be that his successes have 

been so rapid in coming that he is le f t  hut one nost to which he 

may aspire—and that but ouadrenniallv.

Wallace was born August 25, 1919, at C lio , in Rarhour County,

Alabama. "Probably the most v iru le n tly  p o litic a l county in the

state"! and one in which turning out po litic ians (p articu la rly

governors) "has been its  chief industry and maior nastine."^

His grandfather, a respected doctor, mav have been the person to

whom Wallace was closest, although the boy did not f u l f i l l  his

grandfather's wishes by becoming a m inister, nr. Wallace also

served a term on the bench, thouoh i t  is said in C lio , "Bein'

a good Christian man and a doctor don't net you the votes in

p o litic s . I t  was Georne, S r., that did the real dirty-work 

po litick in g ."^

From his fa th er, George Jr. received the legacy that remains 

with him today-scrapping and p o litic s . His father was elected 

chairman of the county Board of Revenue and did the "real" po liticking

! Frady. on. c U . ,  p. 53.

^ Ih id . .

^ Ib id .. p. 59.
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for Dr. Wallace's race. Georne Sr. also counted votes during local 

elections, and Wallace remembers staying up a l l  ninht to watch the 

tabulation. " I wasn't but about ten years o ld , but I was fasc i­

nated. Watchin' him count those votes was lik e  watchin' somebodv 

water-ski fo r the f i r s t  time."^ And Georne J r . ,  l ik e  his fa th er, 

took naturally  to p o lit ic s .

The other legacy which his father may have imnarted was that 

of fig h tin g . George Sr. suffered from such a spate of maladies 

that one w rite r has characterized him as being sustained only by 

a sheer cold impotent r a o e . H e  had dreams of being a gentleman 

farmer and, recalls  an old frie n d , "wasn't brought up to work."^

Yet a ll he touched seemed to f a i l ,  oerhans adding to the fury o f 

his fig h ts . He was a small, f r a i l  man who would fig h t anvone-- 

often with a knife for equalizer.^

Georne, J r . ,  too was a small man and a f io h te r , though with 

his f is ts . A fter quickly outstripping local riva ls  in boxinn ta le n t, 

Georne had to use his persuasive powers to convince even larner 

youths to enter the rinn with him to suffer the whipping which invariably  

followed. Wallace even went to the fin a ls  o f the State Golden 

Gloves Championships as a bantamweight, only to lose under unusual 

circumstances. I t  seems that George and his hoxino coach came uoon 

two toughs who were beating a young Neoro; though the championship» bout

* Ib id .

^ Ib id ., p. 57.

^ Ib id . , p. 58.

^Ib id . , p. 55, p. 58.

'à'
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was to take place the next day, Georne waded in and routed both

assailants. The Nenro youth was saved, but a t the cost of in ju ries

to Wallace's hands which le f t  him unable to mount an attack in the

big bout. Today he recalls  the incident with almost deprecatino 

modesty.

I t  is ironic that George, S r ., headed the county Board o f Revenue 

because of his u tte r in a b ility  to handle the personal finances o f 

his fam ily. He tr ie d  to raise fin e  c a ttle  but fed them improperly 

and lost the whole herd within two years. He tried  farming but 

continued to lose money. Indeed, one old friend says, "he d id n 't  

re a lly  make any money un til he not that l i t t l e  b it  from being on 

the Board of R e v e n u e . H i s  finances were in such chaos th a t, a t 

the time o f death, he was thwarted in an attempt to run again fo r  

o ffice  when he could not raise the funds necessary to mount a 

campaign. His legacy to his sons was a hopelessly mortgaged farm -- 

mean, unprofitable, the la s t vestines o f the gentleman farmer--and 

a modest home in C lio .^

But i f  George Jr. lacked material resources, he nonetheless 

had been blessed with s k ills  and a ttribu tes  which would serve him 

well in his chosen f ie ld - -p o l i t ic s . A childhood argument with a 

brother over George's fa ilu re  to do his share o f the chords e lic ite d  

from the candidate the re jo inder, "there a in 't  no future in that 

stu ff"  - a n  echo of his fa th er's  sentiments. But, given the proper 

motivation, Wallace has proved to be indefatigueable. As a teenager

^ Ib id . .  pp. 58-59.
9

10

Ib id . ,  p. 60. See also John J. Synon, George Wallace. 
(Kilmarnock, Va.: Ms, In c .) ,n .d . ,  pp. T T T Z T ------------

Frady, 0 £. c U . ,  p. 64. *
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he was dumped on a Montgomery s treet corner and to ld  to "no to i t "

In a race fo r paoe o f the Alabama leg is la tu re . He " l i t  running", won 

the contest handily, and has been running ever since.

I t  is exceptionally d i f f ic u lt  to assess the private Character

of a man with the singleness o f purpose of Reoroe r .  Wallace, J r.

His whole being is wrapped up on p o litic s ; everything about him

is attuned to th is  one goal, to a degree perhans unequalled in modern

p o litic a l annals. Although there is l i t t l e  of the fic tio n a l character’s

malevolence about him, one must see as p articu la rly  ant the para lle l

between Wallace and Faulkner's timeless p o rtra it of Ah Snopes:

"He looked again a t the s t i f f  black back...o^  
the figure which was not dwarfed by the house, 
fo r the reason that i t  had never looked big any­
where and which now, against the serene columned 
backdrop, had more than ever that impervious 
quality  o f something cut ruthlessly from t in ,  
depthless, as though, sidewise to the sun, i t  
would cast no shadow. Watching him, the boy 
remarked the absolutely undeviating course 
which his father held '

The f i t  is perfect: the now-famous black su it (irridescent and

beetle-1 ike to some), the small stature, the dimensionless ouality  

of a p o lit ic a l image or facade behind which there is nothing that 

is not on the surface.

But above a l l ,  the p o rtra it is ant in its  reference to that 

undeviating aspect to  the man, to a singleness o f purpose which 

has as its  goal p o litic a l advancement and which subverts a l l  to 

that goal. Both career and campaign have been so organized; and

11
William Faulkner, "Barn Burning," in Selected Short S tories. 
(New York: Modern L ib rary ), 1962, n .T T T
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i f  success be measured in votes won, Georoe Wallace has been extraor­

d in a rily  successful. Aside from two losing contests durino college 

(in  which he "took on the m a c h i n e " ! ^  fo r a high camnus post) and 

the loss in his f i r s t  race fo r governor in 1958 (following a nattern 

which has become something of an Alabama p o litic a l tra d it io n ), Wallace 

has been successful in everv race he has entered. Over the course of 

vears he has progressed from a seat in the Alabama leg is la ture  to a 

county judgeship and thence to the chief executive nost in the State 

of Alabama. Although his career in e lective  posts has encompassed 

a ll three branches of the government, and although he seems not 

possessed of those tra its  which one might seem desirable in an 

adm inistrator, he has no desire to return to any but the executive 

branch of the government. Senator L ister H i l l 's  decision not to 

seek re-e lection  in 1968 le f t  Wallace an opening for high oublie 

o ffice  ju s t at the time when his wife (the Governor's) death v/as to 

deprive him of anv o f f ic ia l connection with government. But Wallace 

reports he did not seriously consider takinn the post fo r  himself. 

"What's a Senator?" he said. "In the Senate you iust one o f a hundred. 

They make pretty  speeches but they got no power, '^he ^resident the 

only one's got any power. That's why we runnin' for President, sn's 

we can turn this.country around." In th is context—search fo r the 

highest o ffic e  his country has to o ffe r—even the 29% Wallace got 

in a hasty and amateurishly executed campaign during the 1964 Indiana 

Democratic presidential primary must be considered a success.

12Jones, ojp. c i t . , p . 1.
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Alabama's license plates proudly proclaim her to be the "Heart 

of D ix ie ," and even today one repeatedly hears Montnomery called  

the cradle of the Confederacy." So much has been made of the 

fact that the South is s t i l l  fighting  the C iv il War (the War between 

the States, suh, i f  you w i l l : ) ,  that so stating has become a 

cliche. The fashion todav is to look to something called "the 

New South"—an en tity  whose comino has been hailed continuously 

since the days o f Henry Grady.

But outside Atlanta one sees more than mere vestines of a

people prideful in defeat and vet smoldering with resentment.

They may no longer verbalize such resentment e x p lic it ly  in terms

of that h istoric  defeat, but i t  Is a response that has become so

deeply ingrained in what is known as "the mind o f the South''!^ as 

to be almost endemic.

The oppressor o f todav is the same as i t  has always been for 

the South, the national government of the United States in its  

myriad manifestations, but the symbols of resistance have changed.

Even during the early years o f th is century that statue of a 

gaunt Confederate soldier leaning on his r i f l e  which adorned the 

courthouse or central square in so many Southern towns was a live  

with meaning, buttressed in no small part by the United Daughters 

of the Confederacy—dauntless S carlett O'Hara's a ll  and dressed 

from head to toe in flowing white. Today the DDC has become 

vestigal and, with its  octagenarian members, is dving out. As 

i t  does so, the figures in butternut that have stood ever-v io ilan t 

against the interlocutors from the North proceed to deteriorate
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and corrode; no longer are they bewreathed with flowers and sen ti­

ment as in days o f yore. A new svmbol has arisen, but i t  is not 

one to raise sentiment in Southern hearts as did S ir  Walter Scott 

in the ante-bellum past or tales^of the heroic legions under P ickett; 

instead, were the symbol to be preserved fo r the anes in some of 

the p lastic  a rts , i t  would be a representation of a small, dark 

figure with outthrust chin barring children from a school house door.

That the p lastic  arts can not render a two-dimensional fig u re_

one that would not cast a shadow—is the only flaw in the scene.

Wallace was born a scant two months before the end of World 

War I .  The world he would come to know--that aoainst which the 

Alabama society into which he was born would v io le n tly  re a c t--  

would bear but fa in t  resemblance to the South o f the Reconstruction 

period. From the moment the Federal trooos departed the South in 1877 

as a resu lt o f the "Compromise o f 1877" which grew out o f the disouted 

presidential election o f 1876, whites began to promulgate that return  

to normalcy—exclusion of the Negro from p o litic a l leadership and 

power-which was capped by the Supreme Court's giving its  blessing 

to the "separate but equal" doctring in Plessv v. Fernuson in 1896.

I t  was not un til a fte r  the advent of Populism, however, that the 

Negro was generally disenfranchised in the South.! *  Prior to that 

time the Negro vote had been a valuable resource to those who 

might hope to control i t .  Generally the beneficiaries o f the 

Negro vote had been the more conservative elements in Southern society. 

As the noted historian C. Vann Woodward has w ritten:

9: Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South: 1877-1913. 
(Baton Rouge, La: Louisiana S ta tF lT n iv e rs ity T re s # T  
1951, p. 321.
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Hampton, Lamar, N icholls, and Redeemers of 
that type qave th e ir  solemn pledaes in the 
Compromise of 1877 to protect the Neqro in 
a l l  his rig h ts . They were probablv g u ilty  
o f less hypocrisy than has been charged.
The class they represented had l i t t l e  to
fear from the Negro and at the same time
considerable to gain fo r the conservative 
cause by establishing themselves in a 
p atern a lis tic  relationship as his nrotector 
and chamnion against the upland and lower- 
class whites. This would better enable 
them to control his vote (against the 
same white element), not to mention his
labor.

That the Nenro should, at th is time, have joined forces with

"the conservatives" demands explanation. There are twin poles to

the term "conservative," one having to do with economics, the other with 

social relationships (popularized today as "c iv il rights" or "race").

In the years immediately following Reconstruction, the three important 

social groups in the South were the same as we see todav.!® The 

wealthy lowland whites represented the upper social class and the 

p o lit ic a l aristocracy as well as the conservative fis c a l in terests .

They existed in geographical proximity to the second major groun, the 

South's Neqro population in whom they found a readv (and inexpensive) 

source o f labor fo r th e ir  laroe land holdings. The h i l l  country, on 

the other hand, was populated predominantly by whites, but ones whose 

economic interests were at odds with those of th e ir  low-1and white 

brethren. In an environment markedly less fe rtile * , and possessed of 

l i t t l e  more than fo rty  acres and a mule, the upland white had l i t t l e

! ^ Ib id . ,  p. 209.

For a modern analysis of the power relations amono 
these groups see V. 0. Key, J r . ,  Southern P o litic s . (New 
York: Vintage), 1941, esp. pp. 4 ? ? C
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need o f Negro labor. As persons who had l i t t l e  stake in any p articu lar  

locale , these marginal members of the society tended to become uprooted 

easily ; at the s ligh test provocation--disease, epidemic, economic recession, 

flood or drought—these people were prone to aive up and move on to new 

and supposedly less hostile  surroundings.

So long as the old system prevailed, the three elements o f Southern 

society were fa ir ly  well insulated one from the other; the lower 

economic and social strata  were seoregated geographicalIv bv race and 

could not grate on each other. But not a ll members of these two 

groups remained on the land. With the coming of industry to the 

South, those with the weakest ties  to the land among both races were 

brought together in d irect economic competition fo r industrial wages.

And the innate superiority which the working class white f e l t  over his 

black counterpart was in no way reflected in the industrial wage he 

received. He demanded a change, payment in a d iffe re n t coin; he demanded 

the recognition by a ll that his place in society was sunerior to that 

of the Negro:

I t  is one o f the paradoxes o f Southern History that 
p o litic a l democracy for the white man and racial 
discrimination fo r the black were often products of 
the same dynamics. As the Negroes invaded the new 
mining and industrial towns of the uplands in greater 
numbers, and the h i l l  country whites were driven into  
more frequent and closer association with them, and as 
the two races were brought into r iv a lry  fo r subsistence 
wages in the cotton f ie ld s , mines, and wharves, the 
lower class white man's demand fo r Jim Trow laws became 
more in s is ten t. I t  took a lo t  o f r itu a l and Jim Trow 
to bolster the creed of white supremacy in the bosom of 
a white man working fo r black man's wages. The Negro 
pretty well understood these forces, and his orasn of 
them was one reason for his growing a lliance with the 
most conservative and o o lit ic a lly  reactionary class o f 
whites against the insurgent white democracv.l7

Woodward, o£. c i t . , p. 211.
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Mlth lower-class whites demanding reparation , i t  Was l e f t  to 

the upper classes (w hite, natu ra lly ) to determine the coin o f the 

realm. With the boldness o f hindsight, we can see that I t  was 

n atu ra lly  to the benefit o f these men to "pay" as they did. We 

cannot,of course, say that they formulated the problem in pre­

c ise ly  these terms, but they did f i r s t  react to the potential threat 

to the ir economic well beino posed by the insurgent whites.

The insurrection forced the three grouos to choose a llie s  anew, 

w ith d iffe re n t prizes to be won:

The p o lit ic a l strategy o f Southern Populists was 
based on combinations and alliances along regional, 
class, and rac ia l lin e s —f i r s t ,  an a llian ce  be- 
tween South and West; second.. .between farmers 
and c ity  and factory laborers; and th ird , a

w ith Negro farmers and laborers 
w ithin the South. Every phase of th is  strategy
S h South system, which
had sought to divide a l l  the elements the Pop­
u lis ts  were try ing to u n ite .!8

Through the g i f t  o f hindsight, i t  can read ily  be seen that the 

white establishment could re ta in  its  preeminence only by keeping the 

Populists economically deprived. A white skin was a necessary 

but not a s u ffic ie n t condition to upper class status; with the 

coming o f industrialism  to the South, economic power was coming to  

replace "family" as a s u ffic ie n t condition among whites who aspired 

to higher status. To keep the club exclusive, one would derive 

maximum benefit from a system whereby a l l  aspirants were kept 

bereft o f one o f the prime requisites of status. By the overt 

creation o f  a caste system wherein each o f the lower castes was 

e ffe c tiv e ly  blocked from upward m ob ility , the upper class would

^̂ Ib ld . .  p. 252.
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be giving up nothing; i t  would merely chance the objects of 

its  paternalism from Negroes to lower class whites.

But the old order was not changed overnight or without a 

struggle. The radical economic dissent which was to sweep down 

from the Great Plains and begin to take hold in the red clay country 

of the South had f i r s t  to be subverted. Typifying the clarion  

ca ll which was to have such a profound e ffec t on the South 

fo r decades to come were the words of the Populist's national 

platform o f 1892: "We believe that the powers of novernment--

in other words, o f the people—should he expanded as rapidly and 

as fa r  as the good sense of an in te llig e n t people and the teachings 

of experience shall ju s t ify ." !^  ^ Ponulist paper proclaimed the 

struggle "a b it te r  and irrepressib le  co n flic t between the c a p ita lis t  

and the l a b o r e r , one in which the opportunity existed for the 

economically oppressed to better themselves through concerted 

action across trade and racial lin es .

At least at the onset of the revo lt such an a lliance was 

deemed possible; certa in ly  the poor of both races could exnect 

to benefit from enactment of the Populist's demands against the 

burgeoning corporations which had come to the South only on the 

heels of th e ir  success across the rest of the nation. As the 

voice of the common people, the Populists called fo r an increase

!^nited in Woodward, op c i t . ,  p. 250, emohasis added.
20

Southern ^ r cury , (X I) (April 28, 1892), p. 3, cited in  
Woodward, op c i t . .  p. 251.
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in the amount o f currency in c ircu la tio n , abo lition  o f the national 

banking system, and—to break the iron grip  o f the crop-1 i en 

system—some type o f commodity cred it which would be to the 

benefit of the producer. (The sub-treasury system is  one of the 

commodity cred it proposals which was advanced at th a t tim e.)

They attacked the profligacy with which, they said, the government 

was dissipating common treasure—the land— in grants to large 

private corporations fo r the encouragement of ra ilroad  development, 

p a rtic u la rly  when i t  seemed that the managers of the roads f e l t  

no need to act in the public's in te res t. I t  is indeed paradoxical 

that the solution proposed by the Pooulists to the i l l s  which they 

saw as emanating from the increased governmental powers of the 

immediate post-War period was yet another infusion o f the 

same thing—though with a d iffe re n t objective.^!

As Marxists have ruefu lly  noted, however, Americans seem a t 

heart not to be "economic men." Recognizing that cheaper Negro 

labor would inexorably set the prevailing wage in d irec t compe­

t it io n  with whites, the Populists could advocate e ith e r excluding 

the Neqro from the s k illed  trades through re s tr ic tiv e  unionisation 

or making common cause with him fo r  a higher common wane. I t  would 

appear that the potential which the upper classes perceived to  

be inherent in such a united front played no small part in eventually 

evoking a response through substitution, n e a r ly  I t

Adapted from WOodward, 0£ . c U . ,  p. 250.
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was fear of concerted action on the economic fro n t, coupled with 

increasing control o f the p o lit ic a l apparatus by the lower classes, 

which eventually prompted the upper classes to act and to act as they
did.

Joint action by economic classes faced one maior hurdle: Those

who faced common economic deprivations (and ought, therefore, to have

been natural a l l ie s )  were h is torica l antagonists dating from before

the War. Of paramount import fo r Southern p o litic s  in the 20th

Century as well as fo r the ultimate fa te  o f the Populist movement in

the 1890's was the fa c t that "the regions where Populism made its

strongest appeal were the very regions that found i t  most d i f f ic u l t  to

overcome racia l fe e lin g s ."22 That such feelings u ltim ately prevailed

proved to be to the economic detriment o f the lower classes o f both

races. As Tom Watson put i t .  "You are kept apart that you may be separately 

fleeced of your earnings."2^

In th is era o f racia l s o lid a rity  fo r p o lit ic a l gain i t  might well

have been said that a Negro was "good" or "bad" depending on the degree

to which he was obsequious and servi l e . 24 Vaudeville made blackface

comedy popular, but i t  was the comedy of apes and buffoons, not of men.

The South, i t  is said, had long been warv of a Negro uprising, whether

from the promptings o f the Turner rebellion or o f conscience. Strong,

too. in the psyche o f the South was the desire to repel any attempt 

upon Southern

^^ Ib id , .  p. 254.

9nd passim. *
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womanhood by the bestial uraes, real or presumed, of the ru tting  

Negro m a l e . 25 Even today Wallace's chief lieutenant. B ill Jones, 

wri tes :

There is no evidence on record that indicates the 
Negro is morally superior to any other race, 
p artic u la rly  the white race. Actually, i f  crime 
s ta t is tic s , welfare ro l ls ,  and such c r ite r ia  are 
used, then the opposite is true. Ille o itim a te  b irth  
figures frighten Alabamians, re flec tin g  one of the 
basic fears which s tiffe n  Southern resistance to 
school desegregation. The hioh percentage of Negro 
population in many areas could put equal numbers of 
Negroes and white children into Southern schools and 
increases the Southerner's fears of in te r-ra c ia l 
sex. The a ttitu d e  of protectiveness, which has 
surrounded the Southern white woman for generations, 
is strongly rooted in the Southern mind; the idea of 
a Negro man beino intimate with a white woman is 
abhorrent to Southern m a n h o o d . 26

The threats seen emanating from the Nenro were n u llif ie d  by his

symbolic (and occasionally actual) e m a s c u l a t i o n , 27 to say nothing

of lynching; he was to be made l i t t l e  more than the organ grinder's

monkey, dancing to music not o f his choosing and being paid in

coin peculiarly  Southern—racial violence.

Then, as now, the racial "harmony" which Wallace prides the 

South on having attained was Predicated on the assumption, corrmon 

to a l l  in the society, that i f  a Negro "got out o f line"

^^Ib id . ,  pp. 135-40.'

25lmagine the solace fo r Southern Negroes in the words of 
Congressman Thomas Spioht o f M ississippi, who "did not 
think that lynchinns fo r any other crime than the name­
less one against womanhood ought ever to occur." And 
the Confederate veterans o f Grenada. M ississippi, proved 
th e ir  humanitarianism by resolving, in 1904, that thev 
were "unalterably opposed to the lynching o f a human 
being, save, perhaps, fo r the one unmentionable crime." 
( Ib id . ,p .  138)

27Jones, c i t . ,  p. 351.
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he might expect sw ift re trib u tion  from the white community. The 

knowledge bv the black community that violence might strike  at 

any time, but ce rta in ly  in response to the slightest indiscretion, 

served e ffe c tiv e ly  to narrow even the set of possible a lternate  

responses which a Negro might in te rn a lize .

So long as Southern society continued in its  involuted char­

acter, the deterrent posed by white threats became increasingly 

inbred in the culture; thus the conditioned responses of the dom­

inated group m ilita ted  against the need fo r actualIv using an 

increased amount of violence. The law of anticipated reaction 

was generally s u ffic ie n t. But the F irs t World War put an end to 

the in su la rity  of the South. Although probably not w ritten  

about Southern Negroes in p artic u la r, the popular song "How you 

gonna keep 'em down on the farm, a fte r  they've seen Paree" 

pointed up a source o f serious dislocation for Southern culture  

a fte r  the War. Negroes who had never known a mode o f existence 

except that based on fear and reprisal were suddenly unrooted 

and thrust into a stranoe new l i f e —one in which many whites, 

p articu la rly  Europeans, were wont to in teract with them from 

bases other than fear alone. The theories of ropernicus 

could scarcely have been more unsettling:

So long, o f course, as the blacks whose minds had been 

affected by th is  new virus remained in Europe, the impact was 

but on individual expectations. The problem arose when these 

men attempted re-in tenration  into the world whence they had come 

stateside. Suddenly they thrust themselves into a society which 

had not proceeded apace, a society which was not prepared to
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accept such mutations o f character in its  subservient peoples.28 

The Southern response to channed expectations amonnst its  Negroes 

was a renewal of the Klan on a level o f violence never before 

experienced. Founded in 1866 by Confederate General Nathan 

Bedford Forrest, the Ku Klux Klan revived and. fo r the ensuino 

decade, i t  enjoyed unparallel led success. Membership rose to 

perhaps 5 m illion  across the nation and i t  achieved p o litic a l dom­

inance in Oklahoma, Texas, and Indiana. The bubble burst upon 

the conviction of Grand Dragon David C. Stephenson of Indiana fo r  

2nd degree murder in la te  1925, a year a fte r  the Democratic Party 

o f f ic ia l ly  denounced the Klan in its  Platform .2^

But i f  racism seemed to wane toward the end o f the decade a fte r  

the war. the issue o f the Negro's nlace in society, p articu la rly  

in the South, had not been resolved. Southern resistance stiffened  

in response to Negro "ag ita tion", and the uneasv truce which came 

a fte r  1930 was predicated—lik e  that which came a fte r  the turn of 

the century—upon keeping the Negro submerged. Even as la te  as the 

Second World War a leading Southern Congressman could assert:

This war was not fought to change one whit the 
defin itio n  or meaning o f true democracy and 
true Americanism. We fought to preserve what 
we already h a d . . . . I f  some overzealous person 
or persons.. . l e f t  colored Americans under 
the impression that a victory in th is  recent 
war meant the break down of the color lin e  in

28See, fo r example. William Faulkner's novel Sartoris .
29

R. B. Morris, Encyclopedia of American H istory. (New York: 
Harper), p. 332, p. 335. ^
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the South or social eoualitv and intermarriage 
with the white race, than I am sorry.^^

I t  was into such a world that Georoe Wallace was born, a 

world imbued with Populist ideals and a common orientation amono 

a m ajority of whites: to maintain th e ir  place in society by

keeping the Negro beneath them.

^^Theodore G. Bilbo, cited in Newby, on. c i t . ,  n. 191.



I I :  Worldview: verbalized

In recognition of the fac t that the economic aspect of the

movement f e l l  prey to baser in terests , Wallace today b ris tles  at

beino termed a Populist--strenuously rejection the idea that he

mioht be considered a rac is t. When told by an interviewer that a

newsman had termed him such, Wallace replied:

They've got a word for everything, haven't they?
Vou should have asked him i f  he knew what Populism 
was—and I say "was" because there is no such thino 
anymore. Pooulism, in the sense these nseudo- 
in te llec tu a ls  use i t  carries overtones o f anti-one 
re lig ion  or another. They don't dare charoe me with 
th a t, so they just say "Popul ism"—i t 's  a sort of 
highbrow smear.'

Racism has become a normatively tinned concept and, in the eyes 

of " lib e ra ls" , is loaded with opprobrium. Wallace prefers to build 

a neutral term— "senreoationist"--which purports to denote those 

who, throuoh no d is like  of the Negro, sincerelv believe that sep­

aration of the races is the most mutually beneficent policy to 

follow:

Racism is e v il ,  but there is a difference between a 
rac is t and a segreoationist. Racism is d is lik ing  
God's handiwork because a person is another color.
I f  a man is convinced in his heart, and I am, that 
segregation is in the best In terest o f both races, 
there is nothing immoral or sinful about i t .  I am 
an Alabama segregationist because we have found, as 
have others in other oarts o f the nation and world, 
that race-mixino when there are laroe numbers of each 
race simply does not work in the in terest of a n y o n e . 2

! Wallace, quoted in Synon, on. c i t . ,  p. 123. 

^Wallace, quoted in Jones, o£. c i t . , p. 178.

-36-
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To understand properly such a statement, i t  needs be juxtaposed

aoainst both Wallace's working version o f i t  and aoainst others'

conceptualisations of the same d istinctions. Wallace's intent and

effectiveness in put: his views into practice w ill he le f t  for

the followino chapf fo r parallax on the concept of racism

see I .  A. Newby's t  ■ d e fin itio n :

Throughout this study, the term "racist" refers  
to those who held or voiced anti-Neoro a ttitud es , 
including anyone who accepted the innate 
inequality of the races and/or obiected to 
social equality of whites and Nenroes. Thus, 
broadly defined, i t  included the overwhelming 
majority of Americans in the early twentieth 
century ^

In his 1964 speech a t  Harvard, Wallace " . . .touch(ed) on the mulatto 

children born of Yankee occupation troops and Southern Neqro women. 

He pointed out that in many instances, these children took the char­

acteris tics  of th e ir  fathers and were more ambitious than the fu ll 

blooded African N e q r o . J o n e s  ca lls  th is a "frank, scholarly 

approach," but its  emphasis on the racial stereotype transmitted by 

blood seems to make Wallace a rac is t bv any d e fin itio n .

Wallace's own pronouncements not withstanding, i t  would appear 

that as a candidate he was not averse to p ro fitin g  from such rac is t  

feeling as might e x is t. Marshall Frady, now oersona non grata in 

the Wallace camp, but fo r nine months an intim ate, savs that Wallace 

told him, "Let 'em ca ll me a ra c is t. I t  don't make anv difference. 

Whole heap of folks in this country feel the same way I do. Race is  

what's gonna win th is  thing fo r  me."^ Certainly the strategy

^Newby, g^. c i t . , p. IX.

4Jones, 0 £_. c i t . , p. 112. 

^Frady, og. c i t . , p. 7.



-3 8 -

of the campaign in 1964 called fo r identifying Wallace with the

creed of white supremacy, racism even by the most re s tr ic tiv e  of

d e fin itio n s . B ill Jones reports:

Had (Louisiana Governor John) McKeithen been 
w illin g  to exert the necessary leadership,
Wallace could have won the place on the ba llo t 
under the rooster an emblem o f white su­
premacy in the South.®

Obviously, Jones considered the rooster a prize to be sought.

In fa irness, one must report that in his unsuccessful race 

fo r Governor in 1958, Wallace had the endorsement of Alabama's 

sizeable Jewish minority and the NAACP. While the difference 

between him and his opponent, John Patterson, whom the Klan en­

dorsed, may have been one of degree, Wallace had the tag of 

"lib e ra l"  to Patterson's "conservatiye" on that single, a l l -  

important dimension in Alabama p o litic s --ra c e . Wallace even went so 

fa r  as to denounce the Klan. Frady quotes one of Wallace's oldest 

associates as commenting:

(H)is heart was re a lly  in i t .  He had a genuine 
aversion to the Klan. He ju s t, in some vague 
way, d id n 't tru s t them. Anything that's  basi­
c a lly  uncontrollable makes him feel a l i t t l e  
uneasv; he'd iust rather stay away from i t ,  
whether i t ' s  fo r him or against him.7

But in that same campaign he found that he could not control the

sine qua non o f the p o litic ia n --th e  votes. Why? In Wallace's

assessment i t  a ll boiled down to one thing. "John Patterson out-

^Jones, 0 £. c i t . , p. 321

Ouoted in Fradv, 0 £ . c i^ .,  p. 126; fo r an a lternate  
view of Wallace's relationship with the Klan, see 
Robert S h e rr ill ,  Gothic P o litics  in the Deep South, 
(New York: Ball anti ne Books,), 1 # 8 , p p T l T j ^ t .
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O
nigguhed me. And boys. I'm  not noing to be out-niqquhed anain."

While he rejects out of hand the "Pooulist" tag. i t  would

appear to f i t  him rather w ell; his own transmogrification curiously

paralle ls  that o f the movement from which his world view seems to

stem. Former Alabama Governor Jim Folsom, who broke every racia l

more o f his time and place by in v itin g  Congressman Adam Clavton

Powell, a Neqro, to the Governor's mansion fo r drinks on the

veranda, considers that both he and Wallace were populists, at

least in economic outlook:

'Course, George, now, Georne wadn't no race bioot 
eith er back yonder, fie 'n ' George was always 
close. My uncle and his grandaddv was Pooulists 
together. George a in 't  nothin but an old Ronulist 
himself. We ju s t disagreed on one thing: I never
did want to take any cred it for hanoin' niogers.
And he wadn't always lik e  he is now. He iust wanted
to get elected to things, that's  a l l  9

Wallace was once Folsom's protege', but they broke over the Powell 

a f fa ir .  The r i f t  ostensibly occurred over Folsom's appointment of 

one of Wallace's p o litic a l opponents to the Board of Review in 

Wallace's home county of Barbour. Rut attempts to patch up thinos 

came to nought, again reflec tin g  Wallace's assessment of the p o lit ­

ical situation: "Naw boys, folks are fed up with th is en terta in in '

nigguhs in the mansion. Something else they fed un with too is the 

d rin k in '. Naw boys. I'm goin' a ll  the wav with i t ." ! ^

(Folsom was reportedly drunk constantly while in o ffic e ;

^Ib id . ,  p. 127.

^Ib id . . p. 116.

!®Quoted in Ib id . , p. 110.
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Wallace, once was a social drinker, but found that he got drunk eas ily . 

Just as he distrusted the Klan fo r beino uncontrollable, so did he 

dis trust what he himself might do under the influence o f alcohol.

This, plus the feeling that the voters did not approve o f Folsom's 

deportment combined to impress uoon him the importance o f giving uo 

liquor. I t  is a trib u te  to his singleness o f purpose that to this  

day he holds unwaveringly to that p o litic a l decision. Fven his 

closest campaign advisors feel they cannot drink in his presence; 

as a resu lt they are in constant search fo r someone who does not 

feel the need to drink that can be sent in to occupy the Governor's 

time with ta lk  o f p o lit ic s —the only topic which engages his in te re s t— 

while the bottles are brought out in the next room).

While Newby has placed himself firm ly  in the camn opposing

rac is ts , he was unable to level many of the common peioratives at

them. Regardless of whether the finding brings one comfort, he

reported himself unable to call them hypocrites:

To dismiss them as crackpots, bigots, or uned­
ucated simpletons is , I think a m istake... 
too often made. ( I  am convinced th a t) whether 
in te llec tu a l or emotional in th e ir  approach, 
most racists were not hypocritical. They 
believed firm ly  and completely that Negroes

fs c ia lly  in fe r io r , and they were concerned 
that racial policies re fle c t that b e lie f . The 
fac t that th e ir  e ffo rts  were misdirected and th e ir  
beliefs  rested upon prejudice, emotion, and 
ignorance did not make them any less re a l. They 
acted upon the assumption that they were correct 
and th e ir  Policies were ju s t if ie d  by the ir  
premises. ' ^

Newby, oĝ . e f t . ,  pp. V I I I - I X .
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Neither is Wallace hypocritical; undoubtedlv his views on the Negro 

are emotionally tinged from the environment in which he matures, 

but he also has verbalized some o f the reasons he feels &s he does.^^ 

The key to his general downgrading o f the Negro might baldlv 

put be termed "laziness." The feeling  that Negroes are naturally  

sh iftless  and "want something fo r nothing" oervades the South. Thus 

branded, they stand in bold contrast to those hard-working. God­

fearing , long-suffering yet uncomplaining sons o f the soil who 

s t i l l  form the bulk of the Southern ethos and who are the modern 

purveyors of the Protestant work e th ic . George Wallace is one of 

these men, but one who—by dint o f sheer g r i t ,  drive, and deter­

m ination-rose on his. own to positions of leadership. "Gan a former 

truck d rive r,"  asks a campaign brochure rh e to r ic a lIv , "who is mar­

ried to a former dime store clerk and whose father was a olain  

d ir t  farmer be elected President o f the United States?"^^

The answer is p la in ly  a ffirm ative: "As a farm hoy, he learned

early the lessons o f hard work and economy, doing manual chores to

12The source fo r much o f th is  section is a two-nart interview  
this author had with Gov. Wallace on board his campaign 
plane on June 9 and 10, 1968. No tape recording o f the 
interview was made because of the.candidate's penchant for  
s ittin g  as close to the engines as possible, so as to better 
able to hear any malfunction which might a rise . (The traumatic 
experiences of Wallace's WW I I  service as a f l ig h t  engineer 
in the Pacific  led to his fear of f ly in g ) .  Because of his 
seating preference, the noise from the engines is so great 
as to make conversation d if f ic u lt  and to preclude anv attempt 
to tape record. Notes of the conversations were made 
immediately afterward, though, and i t  is uoon these notes— 
fleshed out with m aterial from other sources whenever available- 
that th is  analysis depends fo r  au then tic ity .

^^"History shows Gov. George Wallace CAN be Fleeted President," 
in Stories and Comments about George C. Wallace Next President 
of the U n ited^  ta tes. ( nTp7r'n'::ïïm r .~4. -------------------------------------
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help his fam ily fin an c ia lly ,"^^  and becaus^e:

He has been a working man a ll his l i f e .  As 
a youth he chopped cotton and dug potatoes 
to help his parents. He worked his way through 
the University of Alabama by waiting on tables 
and doing other chores before and a fte r  classes.
B efore.. .World War I I ,  he drove a dumn truck and 
loaded ammunition.!5

Lack of funds did not keen him from prospering in his education,

e ith e r, even though he remembers having "maybe one" s u it , one pair

of shoes, and "very few" s h i f t s . H e  could not even afford many

law books:

( I)n  those days...there  were desks where two peonle 
sat together and a professor would ca ll unon a 
student to get up and give the next case. What 
George would do was th is : When others took a ten
minute break between classes, he'd rush to the 
next class and read the f i r s t  case and i f  he not 
called on he'd get up and explain i t .  I f  he d id n 't  
then he'd read the second case from his seatmate's 
book while the f i r s t  case was being exp la ined .!'

Wallace was tenacious and w illin g  to work hard to achieve his goals.

He cannot understand why persons who are unwilling to make the same

e ffo r t  should be rewarded. He did i t ,  so can others.

Of equal import to Wallace today is  another e x p lic it  compari­

son between himself and many Neoroes. When he married his w ife .

!^"George C. W allace.. .Statesman.. .P a tr io t,"  in Stories and 
Comments. . . ,  0 £ . c i t . , p. 5.

!^"Gov . George G. Wallace--A Friend of the Working People," 
in Stories and Comments. . . ,  o^. c i t . , p. 5.

^^Synon., oĝ . c i t . , p. 23.

T7judge Glen Curlee, quoted in Ib id . , pp. 25-26.
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Lurleen, during the war, they once were faced with another o f the 

problems which confront Negroes today: the shortage of suitable

housing. As a re s u lt, they lived in a converted chicken house in 

Alamogordo, New Mexico. He remembers i t  "had a concrete flo or  

that had been cleaned out and fumigated and so fo r th . . . ( I ) t  was a 

one-room a f fa ir .  We cooked on a hot plate and used the bathroom 

inside [the landlord's] house."!8

But did they turn th is  or any o f the others in th e ir  string  

of dingy homes into a tenement? Hid they "s it  on the front porch 

and throw th e ir empty Jbottles onto the street ju s t to hear them 

break," as he feels Negroes are wont to do? No: Lurleen managed

to make things tid y , he reca lls ; they planted flowers--maybe 

chrysanthemums—put on a coat of whitewash, or b u ilt  a l i t t l e  fence. 

Not that they had any money, understand; they just did what they 

could, because they cared. " It  doesn't cost anythin^ to be neat, 

to pick up the garbage rather than throwing i t  into the yard" he 

says, again implying a comparison with himself, the symbol of a 

d iffe re n t ethos, in which the Negro comes out second best: A ll

the excuses' and in te llec tu a l rationalisations are inconsequential 

beside his visceral reaction to memories that are s t i l l  sharp 

within him. He did i t —a fact to which th e ir  can be po reb u tta l, 

he fee ls—and he did not complain. He w ill complain, however, when 

persons who are able choose not to do i t ,  in favor o f seeking a 

dole, an unearned increment. I t  is a tenet deeply f e l t ,  hence one 

most d if f ic u lt  to refute through log ic .

^®Quoted in Ib id . ,  p. 39.
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Nor is the a b il i ty  to r ise  from hard times pecularily  

Wallace's; i t  extends to a whole people as he asserted in his 

inaugural address;

The lib e ra ls ' theory that poverty, discrimination  
and lack of opportunity is the cause o f communism 
is a fa lse  theory. I f  i t  were true the South 
w uld  have been the biggest single Communist bloc 
in the Western Hemisphere long a g o ....A fte r  the 
great War between the States, our people faced 
a desolate land of burned u n ivers ities , destroyed 
crops and homes, with manpower depleted and
crippled There were no government handouts,
no Marshall Plan a id , no coddling to make sure 
that our people would not s u ffe r . . . .There was 
no money, no food and no hope of e ith e r. But 
our grandfathers bent th e ir  knees only in church 
and bowed th e ir  head only to God.

...N o t for one single instance did they 
consider the easy way of federal domination and 
amalgamation in Veturn fo r fa t  b e llie s . They 
fought. They dug sweet roots from the ground 
with th e ir  bare hands and boiled them in the 
old iron pots. They gathered poke salad from 
the woods and acorns from the ground. They 
fought. They followed no fa lse  doctrine. They 
knew what they wanted, and they fought fo r  
freedom. They came up from th e ir  knees in the 
greatest display o f sheer nerve, g r it  and guts 
that has ever been set down in the pages of 
w ritten history. 19

Jones would have i t  that the South has a proprietary in terest in 

hard work. South Milwaukee, an area which went heavily fo r  

Wallace in the 1964 Wisconsin primary race.

!9Quoted in Ib id ..  p. 39.



-45-

"is heavily populated with Polish Americans, and they 
carry many of the same attitudes that are held 
by Southerners. Many o f them are only a generation 
or so away from Europe and, while America has 
been good to them, i t  has been through hard 
work and dedication to th e ir  fam ilies that the 
Polish American has been able to progress as 
fa r as he has in this nation ."20

Not only are there benefits deriving from hard work, but

accepting handouts en ta ils  an element of r isk :

(Working for what he wants) is a way of l i f e  
for (Wallace) and he rebels at the thought of 
street demonstrators demanding they be given 
this freedom, th is job, th is r ig h t. To Wallace, 
the only way to gain anything is to earn i t .
Nothing is given without string attached, but 
everything is taken away at the whim of the 
government.21

Jones reports a chain o f reasoning which might (with apolooies to

Hans Morgenthau) be dubbed "the domino theory of c iv il  rights":

The Governor strongly feels  that you cannot 
deal with street revolutionaries; you can never 
satis fy  them; f i r s t  i t  is a front seat in a bus; 
next, i t ' s  a take-over of parks; then, i t ' s  
public schools; then i t ' s  voting rights; 
then, i t ' s  jobs; then, i t ' s  d is tribu tion  of 
wealth without work. Then i t ' s  more and more to 
the fin a l breakdown o^ the private property system 
as the revolutionists take over the nation .22

Though he has been forever "typed" as being anti-Negro, and 

though his words are oft-undercut by his actions (aoain, see below. 

Chapter 3 ), Wallace has taken something of a m elio ris tic  view of 

the race problem. Negroes, he fe e ls , are not now ready fo r equality

ZOlbid., pp. 214-215.

Ib id .,  p. 76.

Z^ Ib id . ,  p. 377, emphasis added,
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and one gets the feeling that they may not soon be so judged, but

in theory the opportunity does e x is t; i t  is , oddly enough, at the

end of that very road which he, himself, followed: hard work,

with p articu lar emphasis on self-improvement through education.

Jones reports th a t, though "some" Negroes (he feels certain)

disagree with Wallace, nonetheless the Governor "c learly  sees his

duty in regard to the Negro c itize n s ."  Labeling the enhancement

of educational opportunities for a ll as "a sane and sensible"

policy Jones comments:

Wallace feels that the Negro must improve him­
s e lf before white Alabamians accept him as an 
equal in education, p o lit ic s , and social and 
c iv il l i f e .  Wallace does not want integration  
to be a by-product of his program o f additional 
education opportunities and better jobs fo r  
the Negroes. However, i t  could be the fin a l
re s u lt .23

Education, in fa c t, is what Wallace says he is going to do about 

the race problem:

Education is going to solve the race question 
and nothing e lse , and tha t's  what we're doing 
in Alabama. We are educating a l l  of our neonle.
We're building jun ior colleges and trade schools 
throughout our State, we are educating a l l  of 
our people. And every man and woman in this  
country. White or Black, who w ill go to school 
and w ill stay in school—tra in  himself—w ill 
find his place in the nation's economy, a 
place that w ill give him a good standard of 
liv in g . Education is the solution to the

__________ problem.24

Z^ lb id ., p. 452.

^^Wallace, quoted in Svnon, 0 £ . c U . ,  p. 54.
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P o litic a l ascendancy, not material wealth, is the measure of 

success in Wallace's world, but in his determination to provide 

assistance fo r those who w ill help themselves he is not unlike the 

Andrew Carnegie embodied in The Gospel of Wealth. Note, too, the 

end product of the education that Wallace envisions. Far from 

intending to produce Renaissance Men, or fo r that matter even 

L ibera l-arts  Men, the focus of the program is on turning out per­

sons with the a b il ity  to tend the machines which are a hallmark 

of our technological age. Wallace's Alabama made giant strides  

in at least one educational department; i t  became engaged in re­

training the ag ricu ltu ra lly  oriented to become industrial workers. 

Since i t  is  abundantly clear that fewer and fewer yeoman farmers 

can be economically s e lf-s u ff ic ie n t on the land, providing the 

opportunity fo r them to educate themselves to a new and more 

economically rewarding place in the economy is a laudable goal; 

Wallace can point with pride to the fact that Neoroes orofited  

disproportionately from this trade and vocational school program 

(which, as shall be shown la te r ,  had great "ancillary" benefits  

of an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t so rt). The point to be made is that 

Wallace's view of the solution to the racial issue turns on 

education only insofar as i t  w ill help Negroes to become econom­

ic a lly  s e lf-s u ff ic ie n t. He professes no higher goal than th is .

I t  is manifestly unfair to judge the man on the qu a lity  of 

systematic thought which he o ffe rs . Wallace, is , a fte r a l l ,  

preeminently a p o lit ic ia n , one schooled in the a rt  of the possible 

Furthermore, he makes no attempt to be a systems builder; there 

is a random character to his thoughts which has seemed to
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necessitate the term "world view" rather than the more common 

appellation "philosophy." As with most Americans, perhaps.

Wallace seems to have made no e ffo rt to work nut inconsistencies 

or to formalize his motivations in any way. His view of the oood 

l i f e  seems always to be le f t  im p lic it and to the in fe ren tia l powers 

of the lis te n e r. He nowhere makes e x p lic it  a set of p r io r it ie s .  

Since i t  seems desirable to discover his scale of values fo r the 

purposes of gaining an insight into the man, one must reconstruct, 

in re la t iv e ly  coherent fashion, somethino which very probably does 

not exist on a conscious, formalized le v e l, within the man himself. 

As S h errill suggests, "Wallace is not burdened with a nhilosnohv."^^ 

To do so in his own words is , no doubt, the best approach 

possible, although at best a necessary e v il .  The ad hoc nature 

of the p o litic s  to which he has set himself (hence o f the man him­

s e lf ,  due to his absolute concentration on the requisites of his 

profession) is such that formulation of a philosophy might well hem 

him in unnecessarily. Having subverted everything to his g o a l-  

being a successful (winning) p o lit ic ia n -h e  has so conditioned 

himself that he finds i t  hard to discuss even in an informal context

anything o f an abstract nature, including his view of "the good 

l i f e . "

Wallace, a t least the man to whom th is  w rite r snoke during the 

campaign, is a man of preconditioned responses. To streamline his 

operation (and to guard himself against giving varying responses 

to s im ilar questions) he has developed a set of standardized answers

Z^Sherril, op. e f t . ,  p. 314.
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which are culled from his major campaign document—The Speech (see 

Appendix A). He is so immersed in The Speech that i t  is extraor­

d in a rily  d i f f ic u lt  to get him to go beyond its  bounds, say, to some 

of the possible ramifications o f the ideas expressed therein . To 

get him to leave "the real world" fo r the abstract is almost im­

possible without the tact of a Hammerskjold and the patience o f Job.

Perhaps Wallace's worldview is so unsystematic because i t  is 

much less the end product of ratiocination than I t  Is the outgrowth 

of the attempt to make his feelings in te ll ig ib le  and communicable 

to others. There can be no doubt about i t ;  Wallace feels deenlv.

His personal experiences are a live  to him and have provided much 

of the s tu ff of his motivation. I t  is , b luntly , as i f  he had 

struggled with his v iscera l, "gut" reactions only to the point 

where he could put them into words. No f i r s t  premises fo r him; he needs 

them not. He feels!

That he feels does not preclude his thinking, n a tu ra lly , and 

one finds the most e x p lic ite ly  systematic thought in the area of 

his greatest concern—the relationships that ought to exis t among 

the various branches and levels of government and between government 

and man. In th is regard Wallace is p articu la rly  well versed, he 

fe e ls , because of his wide experience in a ll branches o f government: 

Assistant Attorney General, State Legislator, C ircu it Court Judoe, 

Governor, and candidate fo r President of the United States.

This is not to say that Wallace is a highly orig inal or inno­

vative thinker in governmental relationships, fo r the position he 

espouses is generally the same as that held bv others in his region 

both in and out of government. He holds strongly to the trad ition a l
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view of power relationships, which, he fe e ls , are supported bv a s t r ic t

interpretation of the Constitution and vigorous defense o f states'

rights against the voracious, insatiable federal octopus.

Wallace believes that the Constitution of the 
United States was established as a device to 
l im it  the power of the central government, and 
that the U.S. Supreme Court was onlv a division  
of that government and not vested with absolute 
power. Wallace believes that the Constitution 
was conceived as a protective device for a ll  
the people against a rb itra ry  action on the 
part of the court or any other branch of the
government.26

The issue today, he fe e ls , is a big government, "nseudo-inte- 

llec tu a l government, where a select grouo writes guidelines for 

bureaus and court d e c is io n s ,g o v e rn m e n t which is leading to "the 

destruction of local government and local domestic democratic in s t i-  

utions"-things lik e  "schools, hospitals, the seniority and apprentice­

ship lis ts  of labor union(s), businesses, the apoortionment of leg­

is la tu res , and even the matter of housing Wallace, and those

who iden tify  with him may well feel th e ir  own egos threatened bv a gov­

ernment o f pseudo-intellectuals who "look down th e ir nose at the 

average man on the s tre e t ."29 Wallace and his followers wish no 

more recognition than to be known as average men-- "the People."

But what, then, would a Wallace presidency have meant? Would 

he look with favor upon the characterization, by John J. Synon, of

pg
Jones, 02- c i t . , pp. 30-31 and passim.

2^Ib id . ,  p. 54.
28"People Concerned About Trends In U.S. Gov. Wallace Says," 

in Stories and Comments. . . .  op. c i t . , p. 9.

2 *Ib id .
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John Tyler as having been our greatest president because "they d id n 't

pass a law during his four years"?^^ Not a t a l l .  He took great

pains to stress throughout the camoaign that his was not a purely

negative movement and that he would not be a do-nothing president.

On practical grounds, once introduced to the man's power sense one

would not expect the federal sphere to become quiescent during a

Wallace tenure, but even on a theoretical plane Wallace appears as

an a c tiv is t . The recipients of aovernment largesse would change

to be sure, but the flow of federal dollars would certa in ly  continue 

almost unabated.

Wallace forever removes himself from the camp o f Goldwater 

conservatism when he says " . . . I 'm  not one of these ultraconservatives. 

They against everything. The only thino they fo r is the d o lla r, 

tha t's  a l l  they want to conserve. Well, that's  not m e .. . ."3! Fradv 

quotes Wallace's statement during the 1966 gubernatorial campaign 

(in  which Wallace stumped the state and won the o ffice  in the name 

o f his la te  w ife, Lurleen):

They ta lk in ' about yo guvnuh borrowin' money 
to build roads and bridges over th is state .
W ell, whatever i t  takes, we gonna build those 
r^ads and bridges. And they ta lk in ' about a ll

spent. W ell, spendin' money 
fo r the blind and crippled and e lderly  and 
disabled— that's  what we spose to do. That 
heppi t h a t ' s  easin s u ffe r in ', that's

30Synon, o^- c i t . . back cover.

3lQuoted in Frady, og. c U . ,  p.  138. 
32 Ib id . , emphasis in o rig in a l.
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But that Is fa r  d iffe re n t, to hear Wallace te l l  i t .  from the proper 

relationship between another centralized qovernment-the federal-  

and its  component parts, the states. Here, in the hioh rhetoric

Of his inaugural address, he expands at length upon the evils of
centra lization :

appeal fo r °K rû n lh in k L T " lts ''? o g i^ ls ''^ ''^
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Our founding fathers recognized these rig h ts , 
but only w ith in the framework o f those sp iritu a l 
resp o n s ib ilities . But the strong, simple fa ith  
and sane reasoning o f our founding fathers has 
long since been forgotten as the so-called  
"progressives" te l l  us that our constitution  
was w ritten fo r "horse and buggy" days. So 
were the Ten Commandments.

The seeming contradiction between Wallace's strong central 

government a t the state level but his strong indictment o f i t  at 

the national level is "solved" to his satisfaction by the fact that 

the various subdivisions of local government—ci t ie s , counties, 

school boards--are in fact legal creatures o f the state and, as 

such, by law c learly  subordinate to i t .  But of the federal 

government, as he says in The Speech, "They may have the power, but 

they don't have the r i g h t . T h e  legal d is tin c tio n , to a s tr ic t  

constructionist, is a correct one. But Wallace further id en tifies  

himself as a conservative "In the sense that I am against government 

regulations." Victor Gold, the most perceptive analyst of Wallace's 

record, r ig h tly  suggests that:

. . . t o  a local or county school board in Alabama, 
elected by and for the citizens of the immediate 
area and threatened by overriding state authority  
out of Montgomery, "government regulation: is
"government regulation"—and George Wallace's 
"conservatism" on the matter o f local government 
is  open to question.35

33Wallace, quoted in Jones, og. c i t . ,  pp. 72-73.

3^Cf. p .186 Apoendix A; the remark was nominally in 
reference to the Supreme Court, but from Wallace's 
point o f view i t  would apply equally to any and a ll 
branches of the Federal Government.

35victor Gold, "The Rise and Stand of George Corley 
Wallace," in Human Events, Jan. 27, 1968, re p rin t, p. 1.
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Wall ace's c r it ic s  have long charged that the governmental sphere 

which he would hold to be r ig h tly  sunerordinate is that which he 

commands or that to which he holds immediate aspirations.

The emphasis on re lig ion  in the passage from Wallace's inaugural 

quoted above brings out another important element in the man's world­

view. Wallace, him self, holds a position of leadership in his 

church s convention, although unabashed Wallace foes claim that the 

position was gained through p o lit ic a l pressure and that he dares 

not attend the convention meetings. Says Jones:

Religion, and much of i t  deeply emotional even 
in modern day America, has had a profound e ffec t 
on the attitudes and morals of those liv in g  in 
the old Confederate s ta tes___

Religious tra in ing  of the South has helped 
to mold the p a tern a lis tic  feeling which exists 
in the Southern white mind fo r the Negroes of 
the South. The relig ious philosophy which per­
vades the region is as conservative in nature 
as in the p o lit ic a l philosophy which is rampant 
throughout the old Confederacy.36

His statements dovetail nicely with Newby's contention:

. . . t o  most Americans re lig ion  was a v ita l force, 
an intimate part of l i f e .  An exclusively "pro­
fane" racism was, therefore, unsatisfactory, or 
rather incomplete. I t  must be supplemented by 
relig ious au thority , bv scriptural proof of 
racia l inequality . Religious racism was by its  
very nature most appealing to the ignorant and 
uneducated, to those, that is ,  whose racial 
views were prejudiced and emotional rather than 
rational or s c ie n t if ic .3 '

36jones, og. c i t . ,  p. 414.
37

Newby, og. c U . ,  pp. 83-84 and Chapter 3 passim.



-55-

As with other forms of racism, the relig ious emphasis manifested 

i t s e l f  most strongly in the South, nne must rea lize

there exists in the South a strong feeling that 
C h ris tian ity 's  greatest enemy is Godless Com­
munism, and r ig h tly  or wrongly, the great ma­
jo r i ty  of Southerners believe that the same 
forces motivating the current c iv il  rights un­
rest in the nation are those forces who oppose 
the anti-Community positions taken by the gov­
ernm ent...to contain Communistic expansion 
throughout the w orld.38

In this statement a ll the comnonents of the Southerner's anti-Negro 

feelings can be seen. Science and re lig io n  are one; no source of 

authority can be adduced in reb u tta l. Wallace does not want government 

to become our God. Instead, he is motivated by a desire to return  

this country to "States Rights and local government and to bring a 

halt to this destruction of individual lib e rty  and personal resnon- 

s ib i l i t y . "39 He implies that i f  Negroes progress economically they 

are partaking o f a l l  individual lib e r tie s  that the oood l i f e  has to 

o ffe r.

38Jones, og. c i t . ,  p. 415.

39wallace, quoted in Synon, og. c r t . ,  p. 66,



I l l  Worldview: operationalized

Wallace's princip les, b r ie fly  and concisely put, would seem 

to comprise the following l is t :

1) The Constitution, which embodies a doctrine lim itin g  

federal power, should be upheld.

2) State's rights (wherebv the people of the various 

states can adapt governmental policy to f i t  th e ir  

particu lar local conditions and desires) are 

guaranteed bv the Constitution.

3) Segregation is the best form of relationshins  

between the races and ought to be allowed as a 

viable a lte rn ative  to anv other form of social 

relationships so that persons on the State level 

may opt to pursue i t  i f  they so choose.

4) Government exists to help peonle who are unable to 

help themselves (the elderlv  and..infirm) or whose own 

earnest e ffo rts  cannot suffice  without governmental 

action (as in the f ie ld  of education). I t  does NOT 

exist to help those who choose not to exert themselves 

in th e ir  own behalf (governmental action characterized 

as "the giveaway").

These are the enunciations which one finds in Wallace's own words 

or which would seem to be essential were one to construct comnlete 

lines of s y llo g is tic  reasoning from the candidate's feelings.

During his years as a public o f f ic ia l ,  Wallace has had amole 

opportunity to translate these principles into action, a process 

during which not a l i t t l e  f id e l i ty  to the original positions mav

-56-
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be lo s t. (For a case in point compare Thomas Jefferson's acts 

while in the White House against the pronouncements he made 

before assuming that o ff ic e ).

How w ell, then, do Wallace's years In Alabama's nubile ser­

vice re fle c t his principles? I f  government is , in fa c t, in e x is t­

ence to help people, Wallace would seem to have done a good Job 

as Governor of his s tate . Who in Wallace's Alabama need help?

The catalog is by now fam ilia r: the veoman farmer, the lunch- 

n a ile r , the e ld erlv , the in firm , those trapped in dead-end occu­

pations from a lack of education.1 Furthermore, bv helnino these 

"special in terests ,"  a l l  o f Alabama would become more prosperous. 

Everyone among Wallace's personal constituency (which includes very 

few Neoroes, despite his claims to the contrary) could be seen as 

pro fitin g  from the policies o f road-buildinn and state-supnorted 

resistance to inteoration, p a rtic u la rly  in the educational svstem,

A veteran n o lit ic a l renorter in Alabama suggested that Wallace 

was very probably the best governor that the state had ever had.

I f  onlv fo r h l£  people, Wallace nonetheless produced volumes o f 

beneficial leg is la tio n  and "progress" fo r the s tate . Although he 

ra ils  in the fin est Populist tra d itio n  against the "m ulti-hi 11 ion 

do llar tax-exempt private corporations" such as the Rockefeller 

Foundation, he has departed from that e a r lie r  economic radicalism  

in his attempts to lure industry to the State. Wallace holds no 

tenet more firm ly  than that which savs capitalism , private nronerty. 

and the free  enterprise system are those things which have made

’ sherrill, on. c i t . .  p. 325.
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th is  nation great. Most imnortantlv, industrialism  has hrounht 

wealth and orosperity to nreat portions of th is  countrv, the South 

generally excluded. Wallace set out, in four years, to brino Alabama 

to parity  with the rest of the country in industrial develonment.

He did th is not fo r i t s e l f ,  but because he f e l t  i t  was the best, 

perhaps even the only way to help the people of Alabama. Much of 

his program rested on th is assumption.

Upon his takino o ffic e  in January, 1963, the situation facing 

him was one of mixed blessings. Long an economic colony of the 

rest of the nation, the South had developed l i t t l e  industry of

its  own. At a crucial point, Birmingham steel had been saddled

with "Pittsburnh-olus" and the era o f runaway te x t ile  m ills  was 

largely over.

The trad ition a l cotton empire of Alabama had
been h it bv an enemy worse than the boll wee­
v i l .  Mechanized farminn in the West had made
serious inroads on Alabama cotton oroduction, 
and as farmers turned to more modern methods 
of crop production, f ie ld  hands lost th e ir  
jobs.

The state 's  niant coal-mini no industry 
had taken a sim ilar whipping. Natural oas 
was flowing across Alabama into its  c it ie s .
Railroads were using diesel fuel instead of 
coal, and Alabama coal-min ino ooerators 
were forced to automate th e ir  operations.
The result: many miners lost th e ir  j o b s . 2

Southern railroads have been legendary fo r th e ir  slip-shod manaae-

ment and transportation overland has been made d if f ic u lt  bv the

mountains which form a barrie r to the northeast; only recently

2
Jones, 0 0 . c i t . , p. 48-49.
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2
Jones, on. c i t . , p. 48-49.
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have in terstate  highways begun to replace the windina, narrow, 

p o th o le -filled  roads which used to plaoue the region. To the 

cred it side of the ledger, land was cheap, labor was docile  

and cheap trade-unionism having vet to permeate the South, and 

there were s inn ificant natural resources in the region which 

had yet to be fu l lv  exploited.

Rut the existence o f a cheap, docile source of labor is of 

no consequence i f  i t  is so unskilled and unschooled as to be unable 

to perform the tasks which have become common to modern industrial 

needs. This portion of the South's labor force existed in large part 

as a resu lt of changed conditions in anricu lture; the one-man farm was 

becoming increasinolv unfeasible economically, and onlv a love of 

the land and an in a b ility  to take up any other occupation were 

keeping many a yeoman farmer in anriculture. And at that he had 

to be w ill inn to work for a fraction o f industria l wanes in order 

to be able to compete with the tra c to r.

The problem, then, was (is?) to ready such people fo r the 

new demands made by industry so that they could become a valuable 

resource of the renion. Wallace recoonized th is problem early in 

his career and, as a freshman le g is la to r , sponsored his f i r s t  

trade school b i l l .  One of those f i r s t  f iv e  trade schools went 

to his home county, Barbour, but by the end o f his term as nov- 

ernor he could boast that 28 jun ior colleoes. technical junior 

collenes, and trade schools, were situated over the state in such 

a way that no one was more than a bus ride  awav from learning a 

trade. The way out of the dead end is there, provided bv the 

state . But i t  is un to the ind ividual's  own in it ia t iv e  to take
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advantaqe o f the opportunity with which he has been presented. 

The State can and ounht to do only so much.

During Wallace's tenure, he angressiyely went about se- 

curinn new industries fo r the State. While a le g is la to r he had 

sponsored the Wallace Industrial nevelonment Act; as Governor 

he created the Industrial Development Authority, through which 

tax exemptions and other special inducements fo r new and expand­

ing industries were made possible:

( I t )  has the nower to make surveys to deter­
mine suitable locations fo r prospective in ­
dustry and to determine the a v a ila b ility  
of labor in various areas of the state ac­
cording to s k ill and educational leve ls.
The authority also assists counties, towns, 
and local industrial development orouns, 
not only in assessing th e ir  industrial 
resources but bv making grants to them for  
the Purnose of locating suitable industrial 
sites . I t  also assists them ...to  finance any 
necessary preparation o f sites such as orad- 
ing, draining and the construction of access 
roads and bridges.

. The la t te r  is an important item to 
an in d u s tr ia lis t. More than once while he 
was governor Alabama agreed to build a 
bridge costing as much as <:5 m illion  in order 
to get a plant costing perhaps <inn m illio n .
This...was good business.3

As Wallace more eb u llien tly  put i t :  "Vessirree, and I ' l l  te l l  in-

dustry, 'W e'll borrow f iv e  m illio n  dollars more and build you a

bridge stra ight up in the a ir  i f  you w ant.'"4

3"Gov. Wallace Made Alabama No. 1 in New Industry and 
Jobs, in Stories and Comments on. c i t . , p. 21.

Mnni+f , n. 138, emnhasis in original
Monetary costs were not the only ones occasioned by

Frady reports th a t, when asked 
about the soualid scent" from a paner m ill outside
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Wallace has managed to meet the demands o f both industry 

and labor. Even with such hinhl y unionized industries as mi n ino 

and steel production within the s ta te , trade unionism has never 

had much success in the deep South. I t  is not surprising, there­

fo re , that Wallace could suoport a rinht-to-work law without 

tarnishing his p o lit ic a l image across the s tate . But he has 

managed to keep the active friendship o f labor in sp ite  o f that 

action. To try  to refute Northern union leaders' charges aoainst 

him during the 1964 and 1968 campaigns, Wallace brought Alabama 

union leaders to be showcased in the North. Perhaps a working 

arrangement was struck whereby the Alabama unions were "bought 

off"  with the promise that their sen io rity  and apprenticeship 

systems would not f a l l  under state s c ru tin y -in  e ffe c t, oromising 

that segregation might s t i l l  be practices, to the benefit o f the 

white union member's iob security. One long-time leader o f a 

major union spoke with some bitterness o f  attempts to organize 

workers in the South. He was unable ever to organize anything 

except on a segregated basis, separate locals fo r  Negro and white 

workers in the same industry. "Racism is  more important than 

anything and everything to those peonle down there," he said. 

"Economics-pension plans, unemnlovment insurance-means nothing 

i f  you are not 'r ig h t ' on race." Wallace could then have his cake 

and eat i t ,  too; he had his right-to-work law (a necessary aid to 

luring industry to the s ta te ), while also having a docile labor 

force. That the arrangement might have been worked out bv sac­

r if ic in g  the Negro's economic interests (ju s t as in the Populist
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comoromise) is instructive .

For each o f the last three years nf his term, Wallace's Ala­

bama led the South in a ttracting  new or expanded industry—a total 

of 1304 instances, representing almost %2 b ill io n  in capital in ­

vestment and employing anproxinatelv 100,000 people, one-third  

of whom are Negroes. Whv?

In d u s tria lis ts  lik e  our a ttitu d e  toward local 
aovernment and toward the property ownership 
svstem and the free  enterprise svstem. In 
the eyes o f the ind u stria lis ts  our image is 
that we are fo r free enterprise, our people 
make oood employees and our aovernment ap­
preciates new indust r y . 5

Then, too, Wallace is reported to have said that "in Alabama prof­

i t  is not a d ir ty  word."® The image is not one of radical economic 

dissent, but i t  does s trike  at the heart of the Populists' program, 

namely helping people.

This record industrial boom means that men 
and women in this state are able to enter into  
th is great economic system of freedom called  
free  enterprise. There are jobs, trades and
professions waiting fo r them where they may
move unward through ambition and hard work... 
where the sky is the l im i t . . .where they have 
pride in standing on th e ir  own fe e t , providing 
fo r th e ir  fam ilies and acquiring true human 
dignity  in the only way that i t  can be acquired.

I t  means th e ir  future is as bright as they 
have the inoenuitv to make i t .  I t  means they 
are not placed on a dismal dole passed out by 
the to ta lita r ia n  bureaucrats.'

tories and Comments. . . ,  log. c i t . 

^ Ib id .

7jbid.
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nf particu lar note here is the fact that these beneficiaries are 

preeminently Wallace's people. Providing economically for the aqricultur 

drop-out is important, but there are other human needs which must also 

be met. Wallace sincerely believes c ity  l i f e  to be bruta liz ing  

and lonely fo r persons displaced from a l i f e  on the land. For one 

who has been raised in the secure knowledge o f relationships which 

l i f e  in a small town or rural environment provides, the prospect 

o f l i f e  in the big c ity  is bleak indeed. I t  is fa r better, Wallace feels  

to remain in one's trad ition a l abode, with old friends and re la tio n ­

ships, but a t a task which may be new. Bv locating trade schools 

near where the people are, Wallace has made i t  possible fo r them 

to go to school and learn a new trade while s t i l l  plying the old 

one, thus lessening the shock o f suddenly being immersed in a to ta lly  

alien  environment of physical and personal relationships while yet 

anxious about one's s k ill  in the new and unsettling job.

Furthermore, he shared with Hubert Humphrey the desire to ex­

tend some form o f governmental incentives (tax cred its , perhaps) to 

those industries which were w illin g  to decentralize and to locate 

plants out of the metropolitan centers. He did not choose to make 

anything o f the plan during the bulk of his campaign, hut i t  emerged 

in a conversation which took place over the roar o f the airplane  

engines. His concern fo r the happiness, as well as the economic 

in terests , of his people is genuine.

In th is same vein, he is w illin g  to do a l l  in his power to 

help those who choose to do so to stay on the land. In an in te r ­

esting lin e  o f reasoning regarding agricu ltural po licy, Wallace
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sees the main problon as being one o f under-production. He in d i­

cates horror a t the absurdity o f butchering hoos and dumnino 

potatoes in the Mississippi when there are neople who haven't 

enough to eat. These people in teresting ly enough, are liv in g  in 

countries other than the United Ftates. The man who is not known 

as an in te rn a tio n a lis t offers this as a ration a liza tio n  fo r cutting  

o ff price supports and acreage restric tions! When pressed to con­

sider the fact that withdrawal of such supports might well drive 

out many of the yeoman farmers fo r whom he holds such a special 

respect, Wallace took a deep breath, sighed, and rep lied , "I know, 

but i t  can 't be helped." The demand for food the world around is 

going to be so great, and the benefits from mechanization and con­

solidation o f small farms so considerable, that he feels the 

sacrifice  of the yeoman farmer is the price that must be oaid!

1) (major premise) The world must be fed.

2) (minor premise) The yeoman farmer is 
ultim ately  counter-productive.

3) (conclusion) Ergo, the veoman farmer 
must u ltim ately go.

This syllogism is s trik ing  in its  seeming inconsistencv with Wallace's 

other p r io r it ie s .

But i f  th is  be ultim ate re a lity , nonetheless Wallace is intent 

upon bettering the lo t  of the small farmer fo r as long as he re ­

mains on the land; in Alabama, this means helping him to increase 

his y ie ld  and to market his crons. Just as he did in locating  

trade schools near where there was the greatest need, so did Wallace
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place soil and c a tt le  testinq stations a ll across the s tate , thus 

hopinq to help induce the farmer to brina his samples in fo r anal­

ysis. Accordinq to Wallace, farm income could he increased bv S200

m illion  from soil testino and the better fe r t i l iz a t io n  which should 
8

ensue. He also spent $2 m illion  on a liminn nroqram which, his 

campainn lite ra tu re  claims, returned a <;10 m illion  dividend via 

hiaher crop v ie ld  on ha lf a m illion  acres of Alabama land.° In 

the same vein of making advances in anolied technology available  

to the consumer, Wallace's Alabama sponsored an Auburn University 

Swine Evaluation Station fo r location superior stra ins; he estimates the 

increment to Alabama hoq raisers is S3 m illion  anniiallv.^^

Stimulation of new products and markets was not overlooked e ith er. 

Just as f e r t i l i z e r  could be used to brinn fallow  land back into  

economically feasib le  t i l la n e .  so did Wallace prime the pumn 

fo r expansion o f Alabama agriculture into new and untapped fie ld s .

He was able, a f te r  a le g is la tiv e  b attle  which lasted two sessions, 

to provide a state-wide network of farmers' markets wherein the 

producer could process and sell his food. This necessary adjunct 

to truck farming— heretofore an unknown quantity in Alabama — 

might, he f e l t ,  open new horizons to those for whom the trad itional 

agriculture of the renion was onlv marginally p r o f i t a b le .w h e n

®"Gov. Georoe Wallace Popular With The Nation's farmers," 
in Stories and Comments. . . .  o£. c i t . , o. 26.

9%bid.

TOlbid.
Il lhld. ,  D. R.
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one considers that he also removed taxes on weed k ille rs  and 

reduced the le w  on certain types o f farm eouipment. followino the 

pattern set for industry in the s tate , i t  is l i t t l e  wonder that in 

1967 Southern Farm Publications found him favored almost two to one 

over the other potential presidential aspirants (Nixon, Peapan, 

Johnson. Romney. and Kennedy in order o f preference). Note, how­

ever. that an a lternate  hypothesis miqht also hold: that the South­

ern farmers polled oenerally preferred candidates in order o f th e ir  

"conservativeness." In a state with the occupational composition 

of Alabama. Wallace's proorams were c le a rlv  in lin e  with popular

desires. His p r io r itie s  concerning the ultim ate fa te  o f the veoraan 

farmer seem not to have been stressed.

All Of these programs cost money; and while Wallace could 

have simply raised taxes to provide the additional revenue, qov- 

êrnors who do that tend to lose popularity with th e ir  co n stitu en ts - 

taxpayers who also, and most importantly, vote. Lurinn industry 

to the state increased the tax base, of course, althouoh not enough to 

offset immediately the increased expenditures overa ll. But Wallace 

h it  upon an inoenious plan to tax without makino i t  "hurt". He cut 

the tax on certain farm machinery, fo r  example, thus giving 

that sector o f the electorate a small hut real and highly v is ib le  

S if t ;  he then increased the taxes on c igarettes, beer, snorting 

events, gasoline, and automobile re g is tra tio n s .’ *  a ll  regressive 

taxes, but much less v is ib le . I t  is as , f  he went about handing 

out ten do lla r b i l ls  fo r  e ffe c t while ou ie tly  taking in much more

than he had given out. though in nickel and dime amounts which 

can more easily  qo unnoticed.

^^Frady, 0£. c i t . ,  p. 138.
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Then, too, Wallace d ra s tic a lly  increased the s ta te 's  bonded in ­

debtedness; in the f i r s t  f iv e  vears under the husband and wife team 

such indebtedness tr ip le d —with $750 m illio n  in new borrowinn

As Judge Roy Mayhall, former Alabama State Democratic '’a rtv  Chair­

man, reveals:

We owe per caoita in th is state twice what we 
ever owed. And we have to pay more interest 
on i t ,  because i t 's  not a neneral state o b li-  
oation which enta ils  a ll  the s ta te 's  revenue-- 
a general state obliaation has to be voted on, 
but Wallace hasn't submitted a one of these 
bond programs to a popular vo te .14

This sort of "taxino" is the most in v is ib le  o f a l l  and one does not 

run the risk  of being turned down at the po lls . One thinn that 

miqht help to o ffse t the d e fic it  created by increased snendino is 

federal a id , to which Wallace has declared his undying, i f  q u a lified , 

enmity: . . . th e  Wallace administration w ill firm lv  res is t d ictation

and control by federal aqencies in areas which tra d itio n a lly  and 

constitu tionally  are matters for state and local control. Our wav 

of l i f e  must be preserved."15 Put Gold reports that Alabama receives 

$2.5C in federal aid for every do lla r i t  contributes in federal taxes. 

Is Wallace cauoht in an inconsistency? Not at a l l ,  he would submit, 

because there is rea lly  no such thing as federal a id . " I t  is tax­

payers' a id , because i t  is your money and nv money, and they just

13Gold, 02. c i t . , p. 1; on th is  general subiect see also 
S h e rr ill ,  o£. c i t . , pp. 337-340.

^^Quoted in Frady, oo. c U . ,  pp. 137-38.

TSpuoted in Jones, 0£. c r t . , p. 40.

^®Gold, 02. c i t . , 0 . 3 .
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return a small portion to us a fte r  throwino most of i t  down a ra t  

hole somewhere.^

When one adds the e ffo rts  Wallace made to publicize his economy 

measures (such as clamping down on the s tate 's  liquor ament system 

and on unauthorized use of the State's o f f ic ia l  yacht, which is 

kept a t Mobile fo r the purpose of entertaining prospective customers 

of the S ta te ), his own spartan habits at the Governor's mansion, 

and the fa c t th a t, in marked contra-distinction to other adminis­

tra tio n s , no major scandals ever surfaced, i t  is understandable 

th a t Wallace could have the image of beino both the S tate ’s bin- 

gest spender (the cross disbursements increased from $963 m illio n  to 

$1.44 b ill io n  over the f i r s t  fiv e  vears of the Wallaces' com­

bined terms, fo r a rise  of 50 percent) and one who is aoainst ad­

d itio n a l taxes "as a matter of p rinc ip le ."

The dissonance between princip le and practice ( i f  we have cor­

re c tly  id en tifie d  the princip le) nowhere shows more c learly  than 

in Wallace's actions in the area of c iv il  rights while he was Gov­

ernor of Alabama. In fa c t, Wallace seems to shy awav from de lin ­

eating ju s t what "c iv il rights" a nerson possesses, save to sav 

that "such rights are guaranteed to us a l l  in the Constitution o f the 

United S ta tes ."18 (The term "c iv il rights" is used here in its  pop­

u lar sense o f "c iv il l ib e r t ie s ." )  Amono such c iv il  riohts is the 

r ig h t to vote, which implies the rio h t to ren is ter on a non-discrim- 

inatory basis, the rig h t to have one's vote counted, the rio h t  

actually  to d irec t the policies and personnel o f government insofar 

as our electoral system allows.

1^Wallace, quoted in Jones, go. c i t . ,  p. 243. 
18'"Quoted in Svnon, go. c i t . ,  p. 60.
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Wallace admits to being a seareqationist, indication that this

label refers to a theory o f human association wherein the nood l i f e

is reached by each race, but separately. That whites are nearer

than Negroes to the good l i f e  goes without sayinn, and because of th e ir

innate lack of ambition, such progress as Negroes had achieved was

in large measure a ttrib u tab le  to the goodness o f white hearts:

When we speak o f the Negro in the South, 
the image in our minds is that oreat residue 
of easy-going, basically hanpy, unambitious 
African, who constitutes 40 percent of our 
population, and who the white man o f the 

y South, in addition to educating his own 
children, has attempted to educate, to fu r­
nish public health services and c iv ic  pro­
te c tio n .19

Wallace said in a telenram to President Johnson that " ...a n v  in d i­

vidual who is qualified  to vote is e n title d  to vo te ."20 Yet i t  is

obvious that his "qualifications" are more comprehensive than those 

established by the laws covering voter reg is tra tio n . I t  would annear 

that ambition, or a presumed lack o f i t .  is one of those unwritten 

determinants of a Negro's voting riohts in Wallace's Alabama.

White Alabamians cannot ju s t ify  to themselves 
the turning over o f th e ir c ity ,  county or state  
government to people who e ith e r have never ex­
erted any leadership, or even shown any inc lin a­
tion toward leadership.21

In reference to the conditions leading un to the Selma march,

Jones indicates that there are other "good" reasons whv Neoroes

1 ̂ Quoted in Jones, op. c U . ,  p. 112. 

ZOOuoted in Ib id . , p. 376.

Z llb id . ,  p. 350.
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ouqht not be registered to vote:

I  do not want to implv that Dallas County 
(which Includes Selma), or other Black 
Belt counties with th e ir  particu lar econ­
omic, social and educational problems, 
had been registering Negroes to any great 
degree. With good reason thev had not.
But caught in the throes o f the federally  
sponsored social revolution, the Black 
B elt reg is tra rs , admittedly under federal 
court order nressure, were beginning to 
reg is ter some Negroes in accord with 
existing Alabama la w .. . . In  the great 
ma.ioritv of Alabama's 67 counties, where 
the economic conditions d iffered from 
conditions in the Black B e lt, Negroes 
registered as a matter of course, the 
same as anyone e l s e . 2 2

Nowhere does Jones make clear iust what he intends bv th e ir "par­

t ic u la r  economic, social and educational problems," but the Black 

B e lt, which includes Dallas County, is the area o f highest Negro 

concentration in the s tate . I t  got its  name from the 

rich black loam which made cotton plantations economically 

rewarding; but such land made necessary the use of large amounts 

of slave labor. The pre-Pooulist period saw the Nenroes o f the 

Black Belt (who had not vet been disenfranchised bv the Ponulists) 

voting with th e ir  upper class masters against the h i l l  country of 

the northern parts o f the state (which are also markedly devoid of 

Negroes).

Note that.Cullman County, home o f former Ponulist Governor 

Jim Folsom, has but 1.1 percent non-white population compared 

with Macon County's hioh o f 83.5 percent; Dallas countv has a 

moderate 57.7 percent non-white population (see Table 1 and Fin-

Z^Ib id . ,  0 . 348, ennhasis added.
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ure 1 ). In fa c t, a l l  o f the counties in Alabama wherein Negroes 

constitute more than 40 percent o f the population, and thus minht 

be able to seize p o litic a l power i f  given the rig h t to vote, are 

located in the Black B e lt—that area of the "p a r t ic u la r ...  

problems." Where the Negro's vote means l i t t l e  in practical terms 

because of his low concentration in the population of the p o lit ­

ical subdivision, i t  is granted him as a matter o f course, Jones 

says. But where he might gain p o litic a l ascendancy i t  is w ith­

held "with good reason." I t  is as simple as that. Whatever else 

he may be, Wallace is a student of history

and is p articu la rly  devoted to the history 
leading up to the War between the States.
He has studied the war. Reconstruction and 
the South recovery. Wallace knows the South 
suffered during Reconstruction when Negroes 
ran pell-m ell over white people. He knows 
what chaos resulted when Northern po litic ians  
placed Negroes in charge of the Southern 
governments.23

Obviously he feels the outcome would be sim ilar todav, were Negroes 

to come to power. That is unthinkable, thouoh, as Jones has renorted 

(see above, Chapter 3, note 20), because government " s t i l l  has the 

power to tax, to destroy, to make laws."^^ In short, to allow  

Negroes to vote would be to make available to them the same source 

of power through which the whites have fo r so long kept them sub­

servient. I t  would ultim ately serve to destroy the verv basis of 

Southern existence. Of the drive fo r the 1965 wotino Piohts B ill  

Jones could report; "Wallace realized the attempt for what i t  was—

23Ib id . , p. 451.

2 4 lb id ., p. 350.
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a blow at the Southern power structure which had controlled voting 

since most states adopted new constitutions around 1900, followino 

the Reconstruction period"25 (and following the disenfranchisement 

of the Negro and the codification o f Jim Crow laws in the wake o f 

the Populist re v o lt) . And aoain: "The old econom ic-social-political 

power structure was under what may prove to be fa ta l a tta c k ."26 

The system under attack is that which Georoe Wallace has mastered 

and o f which he is the ultim ate embodiment.

Having thus unearthed Wallace's intentions regarding the Negro 

and his place in Southern society, one mav then begin to take his 

pious pronouncements about the Negro's well-being in Alabama less 

seriously. Jones reports that part o f Wallace's sunport comes 

"from Southerners who (want) to preserve the social and educational 

order which had brought harmonious race relations to the South fo r  

several generations.. . ";27 also savs that the Governor prided 

himself on the fact that during his administration in Alabama there 

had been no race r io ts —situations, Wallace says, in which Neoroes 

and whites attack each other. (Evidentlv, such bloodshed as was 

widely publicized through a hostile  press came about because of 

Negro depredations upon whites who merely defended themselves and 

did n o fa tta c k " ).

Wallace's version of the process wherebv such "harmonious" relations  

are achieved harkens to v ig ilan te  days of old:

ZS lb id ., p. 27.

2 6 lb id .. p. 319.

2?Ib id . ,  p. 326, emphasis added.
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Nigquh comes un to a white woman down here 
lik e  they do up North, trv in ' a ll that s tu ff ,  
he s gonna net shot. Yessuh. nr get his head 
busted. That's why we don't have any o f that 
business down here. They know what's gonna 
hanpen to 'em. Thev s ta rt a r io t  down here, 
f i r s t  one o f 'em to pick un a brick gets a
b u lle t in the brain, th a t's  a l l .  And then
you walk over to the next one and sav, "All 
r ig h t, pick up a brick. We iust want to see 
you pick up one o f them bricks, NOW!" le t  
'em see you shoot down a few o f 'em, and vou 
got i t  stopped H e ll, we got too much dig­
n ity  in government now, what we need is some 
meanness.2»

Neither the process nor the intent has changed. Incidents in which

the injured parties are Negroes—such as the famous Birmingham church

bombing in which four l i t t l e  g ir ls  were k il le d —can be attributed to 

Negro m ilitan ts  who seek to gain sympathy for th e ir  cause.

On balance, then, what kind o f man is Georoe Wallace? He is 

a man curiously transformed over the course o f his p o litic a l career, 

even though he steadfastly claims that he holds the same convictions 

he did twenty years aoo. Folsom's comment that Wallace was a Pop­

u lis t  on economics would hold true todav, as would Wallace's tenet, 

deeply f e l t ,  that government is supposed to help people (a t least 

some people). But he has altered his imane by a ltering  his stand 

on the issue he chooses to emphasize to the near exclusion of a ll  

others.

The man who professes not to care about "theories" manifests 

one princip le  above a ll others: he chooses to be a successful pol­

it ic ia n , which means he wants to win. He has subordinated evervthino 

to this single goal. When he saw that drinking to excess was im­

p o lit ic  and that he could not be sure that he could drink in

28Quoted in Fradv, on. c i t . , pp. 8 -9 , emphasis in o rig in a l;  
see also S h e rr il l ,  o^. c i^ . ,  pp. 312-313.
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m oderation, he oave up d r in k in n . When he saw th a t Folsomism was 

becoming unpopular, he t r ie d  to destroy the p u b lic 's  memory o f  

his championing o f  the Cullman G ian t. When he saw th a t  an opponent 

had gained fa v o r w ith  the voters by ra is in g  the ante on old age 

pensions, W allace ra ised  i t  y e t h igher. (The bidding had begun a t  

$80/month and had risen  to  $110/month during the heat o f  the cam­

paign , but a c tu a lly  averaged about $80/month over the W allace v e a rs .)  

When he saw th a t the NAACP's endorsement meant less than the K la n 's , 

he fo re v e r removed h im self from the " l ib e r a l"  camn on th a t a l l -  

im portant issue— race.

Possibly the la t t e r  two s to rie s  are  re v e a lin g . One o f  W allace 's  

p o l i t ic a l  o b je c tiv es  has been to  be a b i t  d is t in c t iv e ,  so as b e tte r  

to  stand out fo r  the v o te r , but to stand out in  a p o s it iv e  wav.

The r e a l is t ic  $80 f ig u re  which he had o ffe re d  in  pension became lo s t  

when Folsam ra ised  the an te , so W allace had to ra is e  him back. The 

champion o f  the Negro fa i le d  to p r o f i t  from th a t lab e l ( r e la t iv e  

only to his Klan-endorsed opponent), so he changed i t .  W allace is  

not a r a c is t  according to  John Kohn, typed by Fradv as the "consul­

t a n t - in t e l le c t u a l ,  the A rthur S ch les in ger, J r . ,  the d is c re e t guru 

o f W allace 's  A d m in is tra tio n ,"29 and a se lf-p ro fessed  r a c is t .  But, 

says Kohn, "he had enough p ra c tic a l p o l i t ic a l  sense to  know cussin* 

nigras was p o p u la r ."80 And y e t ,  one would not say th a t  W allace was 

an in s in cere  man. Fradv pinpointed i t  b r i l l i a n t l y  when he sa id :

29 lb id . ,  p. 142. 

3 " lb id . ,  p. 144.
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He seemed to  mesmerize h im se lf w ith  his own 
posturing . "He made h im se lf b e lieve  what 
he had to  b e lie ve  out o f p o l i t ic a l  n ecess ity , 
out o f  th a t  in o rd in a te  am bition o f  h is ,"  says 
one o f his old associates from the Folsom davs.

He used to  be anything but a r a c is t ,  but w ith  
a l l  his c h a tte r in g , he managed to ta lk  h im self 
in to  I t . "31

That he has so mesmerized h im self in  no wav d e trac ts  from the obvious 

s in c e r ity  w ith  which he now supports his s e o ra tio n is t p o lic ie s .

Nor does he accept the charge th a t he panders to  The People bv t e l l ­

ing them what they want to hear. Day a f te r  day during the campaign 

he asked his audiences, "What's wrong w ith  t o l l i n '  the People what 

they want to  hear?" The roar o f  approval from the crowd was the 

weapon w ith  which he slew his straw man.

I f  one accepts p o l i t ic a l  advancement as the primum m o b ilie r  

o f W allace 's  w orld , a l l  e lse  f a l ls  in to  p lace. Qne can see, then , 

how from his complex and sometimes c o n trad ic to ry  P on u lis t h eritag e  

he could have been transformed through p o l i t ic a l  exigency in to  th a t  

which he is  today. To P o p u lis t sym pathizers, W allace mioht appear 

to have been spo iled  by success. I f  he had ever been in  the Huey 

Long school o f  economic p o l i t ic s ,  as his a p p e lla tio n  "the most 

l ib e r a l"  Alabama R epresentative might suggest, p o l i t ic a l  success 

had wooed and won him.

So w ell did W allace learn  the subtle  n iooerino  
admired so much in  Alabama campaigns— wherein 
one mentions beatniks and fed era l snoopers and 
o th er understood code words fo r  racism — th a t  
when John Patterson t r ie d  to make a comeback 
in  1966 aga inst Lu rleen , he found th a t the in ­
cumbent had preempted the act and now he, Pat­
te rso n , was in  the same ro le  Wallace f i l l e d  in  
1958, l e f t  w ith  nothing to ta lk  about th a t

31l b i d . ,  p. 141.
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appealed to the rab b le . Sadly the o ld  r a c is t  
to ld  a meeting o f  campaign workers, "Vou can 
ta lk  about roads and schools and old-ane pen­
sions a l l  day and the crowds w i l l  stand th e re  
and watch the t r a f f i c  qo bv."32

This premise, gleaned from Alabama p o l i t ic s ,  is  th a t on which

W allace promulgated his 1968 P res id e n tia l campaign. He had not

given up on "helping fo lk s " , f a r  from i t .  But beino r io h t  on race

was the necessary i f  not s u f f ic ie n t  cond itio n  in Alabama p o l i t ic s .

By adopting such a posture , Wallace might then focus on ou t-b idd ing

his opponent in  t r a d it io n a l fash ion . On the natio na l scene, however,

his ra c ia l posture was anything but the "p ro te c tiv e  c o lo ra tio n "  i t

had been in  Alabama. And though h is economic views might w ell have

d if fe re n t ia te d  him s ig n if ic a n t ly  from Nixon and even Humphrey, he

chose not to emphasize them. As a r e s u lt ,  the  o ther conservative

p o rtion  o f  his P opu list heritage  became the t o t a l i t y  o f  his candidacy

fo r  the vast bulk o f  the American e le c to ra te . Perceptions in

th is  case proving the u ltim a te  fu n c tio n a l r e a l i t y ,  W allace made

h im self the Insurgent on the R igh t. I t  might w ell have been from

the l e f t ,  but i t  was not; by the can d id ate 's  choice.



IV: Decision to Pun

I t  is  perhaps, a sion o f the in s u la r ity  o f  the South th a t

in  a land where, so the s to ry  ooes, any boy minht nrow un to

become P res id en t, the p o l i t ic a l  asp ira tio n s  o f  George W allace had 

from youth been d irec ted  toward a tta in in g  the Governor's mansion 

in  Montgomery. Possibly no one, the candidate included , knows 

ju s t  when the thought o f  running fo r  President f i r s t  entered  

his mind. I t  might have been not long a f te r  the  f i r s t  blush 

o f v ic to ry  in  1962 gave way to more praomatic m a tte rs , when Wallace  

f i r s t  faced the sobering consideration  th a t v ic to ry , to o , had 

i t s  costs: a t  ane 42 , he had " a rr iv e d " , w h ile  leaving

him self nowhere to  go. As Governor o f  Alabama, he was res tra in e d  

by law from succeeding h im se lf in  th a t  post.

Because Alabama's c h ie f  executive  is  e lec ted  in  " o f f -

years" to  a fo u r-y e a r term , W allace had a grace period during  

which he could p lo t  his s tra te g y  fo r  the ensuing vears; his  

p o s itio n  as Governor gave him the "forum", as he puts i t ,  to  

help him b u ild  the image th a t he would use (to  c a ta p u lt)  him to  

new heights . There were several options open to  him: 

having gained the p r in c ip a l post in  his s ta te , he could not w ell 

s e t t le  fo r  a le s s e r one; so unless he could remain as Governor fo r  a 

second term he was to  be forced onto the n a tio n a l scene in  some 

cap a c ity . He might have sought the sinecure provided by a federa l 

judgeship , having once served on the Alabama bench, but w ith  

im placable enemies in  power in Washington, the thought o f  ever g e ttin g  

such an appointment was not r e a l is t ic .  Then, to o , W allace had tasted

-77-
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the b i t te r  wine o f impotence w h ile  on the bench, thouoh he did  

manage to manufacture a g reat deal o f  p o l i t ic a l  c a p ita l from his 

post as an obscure county iudoe. He knew f u l l  w e ll th a t the in i t ia t iv e s  

o f the bench are  severe ly  lim ite d  and th a t i t  possesses no in f a l l ib le  

means by which to ensure compliance w ith , or execution o f ,  its  

d ic ta . And besides, he was not readv to  accept what would, fo r  him, 

be a " re tire m e n t" .

I f  not the fe d e ra l bench, he might have turned to  the Congress.

Here he would have been dealing  w ith  an Alabama constituency, one 

in  which he would c e r ta in ly  have been the choice fo r  whatever 

post he chose to  seek. But W allace chafed under the thought th a t  

he would have to s ta r t  a t  the bottom o f  the s e n io r ity  l i s t .  Knowing 

the workings o f th a t system, he f e l t  th a t he would be submerged on 

the le a s t d e s ira b le  committees and end up having even less power in  

Alabama than he did as her Governor. Nor did he fe e l h im self to nossess 

the le g is la t iv e  temperament; the  endless debating and having to work 

w ith  o thers— to compromise -w a s  not fo r  him. In  his own eves, he was 

an GX^cutive. But to  be upwardly mobile w h ile  ve t remaining in  

the ranks o f  executives meant th ere  was hut one post to which he 

might a s p ire — the Presidency o f the United S ta te s .

To seek the Presidency must have seemed an im possible dream, 

y e t such a goal was in  some ways e a s ie r than e ith e r  a judgeship o r a 

powerful post on the H i l l .  W allace might emplov the old Southern 

s tra te g y  o f  th rea ten in g  a th ird -p a r ty  movement to fo rce  one o f the 

natio na l p a rtie s  in to  accepting him as i t s  standard b ea rer, or he 

might a c tu a lly  carry  out such a th r e a t— a la  Henrv W allace and Strom 

Thurmond in  1948. And President was what he wanted to  be. As such, 

he would have to r e ly  on no one to achieve a g rea t deal ; he would
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not have to  compromise w ith congressional or Court l ib e r a ls ,  but 

might m erely  refuse to  see th a t  o ffe n s iv e  laws were executed, in 

the mold o f  Andrew Jackson. Even his purposive goals might be 

f u l f i l l e d  through th e  sole expedient o f  executive orders.

As a p ra c tic a l p o l i t ic ia n ,  he knew f u l l  w ell th a t the Presidency 

was the fo ca l p o in t o f  power in  the p o l i t ic a l  system; o u ite  

openly he sought th a t  power. He was, no doubt, encouraged in  his 

pu rsu it o f  the u lt im a te  goal by the fa c t  th a t , h is  v ic to ry  having come 

in an " o f f -y e a r" , he would not have to  g ive  up h is  post in  order to  

seek anoth er; such is  the measure o f jo b  s e cu rity  th a t p o li t ic s  can o f fe r

But the s iren  c a l l  o f th e  White House must have been d u lled  bv 

the r e a l i t ie s  o f h is p o l i t ic a l  stock on the n atio na l scene. Wallace 

had always been th a t  special breed— a Southern Democrat. As such, 

he was e f fe c t iv e ly  shut out o f  consideration fo r  the Presidency bv 

his own p a r ty , which had not nominated a man w ithout experience  

outside the  South in  over a century . He reports th a t  he would not 

have f e l t  r ig h t  running as a Republican, nor (as the events o f  1968

were to demonstrate) would the  Grand Qld Party have been com fortable  

w ith  him in  its  m id s t.

The o n ly  a lte rn a tiv e s  were not appealing . He might th reaten  

to  lead the  Southern bloc in  a walkout i f  the Democratic P arty  did not 

acceed to h is demands; the iro n y  o f the s itu a tio n  is  apparent when one 

considers th a t  he had led the lo v a lis ts  in  1948 when Strom Thurmond 

walked o u t over Hubert Humphrey's c iv i l  r ig h ts  p lan k. The ploy rested  

on two key assumptions: one, th a t the Democrats wanted above a l l  

to  win th e  e le c tio n  and, two, th a t they f e l t  they could not
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possib ly  do so w ithout the South. (The l a t t e r  po in t is  rem iniscent 

o f the s o -c a lle d  "Southern S trategy" which Barn/ Goldwater nresumablv 

espoused in  the 1964 e le c t io n ) .  And, on top o f th a t ,  the exerc ise  

would in e v ita b ly  prove f u t i l e ,  given W allace 's  rea l goals. His 

rh e to r ic  aside (bu t see below ), W allace's main goal has alwavs 

appeared to  he personal o ffic e h o ld in g . No mere proorammatic goal 

might s u f f ic e ,  and in  his p u rs u it o f  power he would not want 

to  accept the dead-end o f the V ice -P res id en cv --th e  on lv  o f f ic e  

the natio na l Democratic p a rtv  might conceivably throw his 

way.

M erely th rea ten ing  a w a lk -o u t, then was not enpunh. He 

needed some n o s itiv e  inducement to make his narty  serio u s ly  

consider him fo r  i t s  P res id e n tia l nomination; he knew th a t  

the p arty  la b e l is  the H n e  £ua non o f p o l i t ic s ,  fo r  he had p ro fite d  

g re a tly  from i t  in  Alabama. Formation o f a th ird  p a rty  was 

an a lte r n a t iv e ,  but never an a lte rn a t iv e  to he p re fe rred  to  

capturing  one o f  the two major p a rtie s  as a v e h ic le .

The advantages which accrue to the nominees o f the n a io r  

p a rtie s  a re  so numerous and so s ig n if ic a n t  as almost to nreclude  

any th ird -p a r tv  e f fo r t  bent on winning the  e le c t io n . ( I t  is  t ru e ,  

o f course, th a t  th ird  n a rtie s  can and do f u l f i l l  manv goals o ther  

than winning by v igorously  prosecuting a campaign).

There a re  r e a l ly  two major grouns o f such b e n e fits . The 

f i r s t  such group stems from the lo y a lt ie s  which the p a rty , not 

the cand id ate , has generated over tim e among members o f  the 

e le c to ra te . I t  is  not untrue to say th a t one learns h is p o lit ic s  

in  much the same way he learns his r e l ig io n . . .and th a t  he changes
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the  one about as fre q u e n tly  as the o th e r. Most o f  th e  o r ie n ta tio n  

to  p o li t ic s  a person receives comes from h is  parents in  the home.

He learns th a t his re le v a n t others are Democrats or Republicans 

long before he can a ttach  reasons thereunto , o r come to  reason out 

such m atters fo r  h im se lf. But the em otional, p re -c o n n itiv e  attachment 

rem ains, o ften  in  face o f  su bstan tia l reasons fo r  change.

I t  is  tru e  th a t W allace's  re g io n , the South, has shown 

g rea t w illin a n e s s  to  change i ts  "normal" Democratic vo tinn  natterns  

fo r  p re s id e n tia l e lec tio n s  (as , fo r  example, w ith  Hoover, Eisenhower, 

and Nixon, among Republicans, to  say nothing o f  Thurmond and W allace ). 

But W allace's  tru e  measure o f  success would come not bv carrv inq  

the South but by appealing to p a rtis an  id e n t if ie r s  from across 

the country whose lo y a lt ie s  to  the  t r a d it io n a l p a rtie s  have nerhaps 

been less  v o la t i le  over tim e than have the South 's.

The impact o f  such a deep-seated emotional attachment which 

is  formed so e a r ly  in  l i f e  is  immense. I t  provides a readv-made 

b ia s , so to speak, which operates to  c o lo r the in d iv id u a l's  

in te l l ig e n t  assessment o f p o l i t ic a l  r e a l i t y .  One responds au to m atica lly  

to  c e rta in  cues as being those o f  a f r ie n d , others as being annointed  

by the enemy, m erely by the presence o f a p arty  la b e l.  This is the  

sim plest o f  possib le  cues and one which the authors o f  The American

^Rvnd (through s e lf -c la s s i f ic a t io n )  in  approxim ately 90% 

o f a series  o f national samples o f  the e le c to ra te .^  Moreover, no 

more than 20% o f th e ir  sample had ever changed p artv  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  

w ith  56% having never voted fo r  any save th e ir  p a rty 's  nominee

Gt a l .  The American V o te r. John W ilev (New York: 
1964 ), p. 69. The percentage o f n o n -id e n tif ie rs  v a r ie d , between 
October, 1952 and October, 1958, from a low o f 9% to  a high o f  
14% o f the to ta l sample. "True" independents c o n s titu ted  
roughly h a lf  o f  th is  group, as did " a p o li t ic a ls ."
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in  the P res id e n tia l ra c e .2 Campbell, e t  a l ,  suggest th a t ,  

because o f "the e le c to ra te 's  s lio h t  involvment in  p o li t ic s  and 

l im ite d  awareness o f public  a f f a i r s . . .  Tand] the nonideolooical 

q u a lity  o f  i t s  th in k in g ,"  the impact o f  p arty  id e n t if ic a t io n  is  

"p e rv a s iv e " .3 in l ie u  o f  any o ther s t im u li ,  p arty  id e n t if ic a t io n  

w i l l  prove to be the determ inant o f  the in d iv id u a l's  vo te , and, as 

through the operation o f s e le c tiv e  percep tion , fo r  example, the  chance 

th a t competing s tim u li w i l l  "get through" is  r e la t iv e ly  s lim .

When speaking o f the g re a t mass o f people, too , i t  is  not an 

id eo lo g ica l stim ulus so much as an emotional one which might induce 

one to change party  id e n t if ic a t io n — cataclysm ic events, such as the  

C iv i l  War and the Depression, having led to  the onlv two massive 

s h if ts  o f th is  kind the voting public  o f  th is  nation has ever 

experienced. As Polsby and Wildavsky remark, " ...fundam enta l changes 

in  p a rty  a lle g ia n c e  among la rg e  numbers o f people are  not l ik e ly  to  

a r is e  from th e ir  reasoned look a t  issues."^

In f a c t ,  as these same authors suggest, "most people w i l l  have 

made up th e ir  minds how to vote in  1964 before the candidates are  

chosen. . Ei t her  these persons were astu te  p o l i t ic a l  observers 

who f e l t  th a t the nominations were a foregone conclusion, hence allow ing  

them to assess u ltim a te  r e a l i t y  before the fa c t ,  o r they were making 

th e ir  e le c to ra l judgment in  l ig h t  o f  lo y a lt ie s  and attachments

^ Ib id . ,  p. 88. 

^ Ib id . ,  p . 290.

^Nelson Polsbv and Aaron W ildavsky, P re s id e n tia l E le c tio n s . Scribner 
(New York: 1963), n . 14, in  o rio in aT :--------------------------------------

® Ib id ., p. 7. Ita lic s  added.
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which transcend the immediate and the p a r t ic u la r -p a r ty  id e n t if ic a t io n .  

Given "the e le c to ra te 's  s l ig h t  involvement in  p o lit ic s  and lim ite d  

awareness o f p u b lic  a f fa ir s "  one must ru le  out the f i r s t  n o s s ib il i ty  

fo r  a l l  save the knowledgeable few. T ru ly , as nonaid Stokes has s a id .

No element o f  the p o l i t ic a l  l iv e s  o f  Americans is  more im pressive than 

v o te r 's  p o li t ic a l  lo ya l t i e s . "5

That one p artv  or the o ther has a lead In  re g is tra t io n  or popu­

la r i t y  a t some p o in t in  tim e is  o f  less import than the fa c t  th a t 

even the second place p artv  is  possessed o f  20-40% o f the e le c to ra te  

which is  fa v o rab ly  disposed to i t .  In co n tras t the th ird  party  candidate  

f a l ls  h e ir  to  v i r t u a l ly  no such pool o f pre-disposed supporters. I f  

his is  r e a l ly  a s p lin te r  movement (ra th e r  than a tru e  th ird  partv  

movement), the candidate may f in d  th a t he has c e rta in  fac tio n s  o f p o l i t ic a l  

a c t iv is ts  who w i l l  jo in  him in leav ing  one o f the two maior p a rtie s  fo r  

the nonce. But i f  he be a tru e  th ird  n arty  candidate, one who seeks to  

create  a permanent, la s t in g  s.vmbol w ith  which one might id e n t ify  over 

time in  com petition w ith  the major p a r t ie s , then his job  is  doublv hard: 

he has no group o f  favo rab ly  disposed voters ( id e n t i f ie r s )  whose tendencies  

he can re in fo rc e , nor any dormant id e n t if ie r s  whose f ir e s  he might 

re k in d le . R ather, he must e ith e r  convert persons form erly  partisan  

to  one o f  the two major p a rtie s  (th e  most d i f f i c u l t  task o f  the th re e 1 

o r he must draw persons not before among the p o l i t i c a l ly  a c tiv e  in to

his camn (though in  the over -  21 ane group such persons seem a t  best to  

be few in  number).

The second group o f  b e n e fits  stemming from gaining the head o f a 

major p a r ty 's  t ic k e t  is  o rg a n iza tio n a l: having done i t  b e fo re , the

^Donald E. S tokes ,"P arty  Lo ya lty  and the L ike lihood o f  D eviating  
E le c to rs " , Journal o f  P o l i t ic s , 24 (November, 1962 ), p. 682.
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major parties have a ready supply of campaign workers and flntnctal 

contributors (though never a surplus of either) which the third party 

must generate anew. Further, and of particular significance, the 

election laws In each of the 50 states have been written tn state 

legislatures by major party adherents. Perhaps through a fair of being 

"done unto" upon a change of administrations, the party In power In a 
state has shown remarkable restraint In legislating aoainst the opposing 

major party, but members of both major parties have presented a common ♦
front In prosecuting the fight aoainst any and all fledgling third 
parties.

As a result, except In a few states the third party Is stymied even 

In Its attempt to get Its name on the ballot. In states like Massachusetts, 
where a political party is defined as a party which drew more than 3* 
of the total vote In the preceeding gubernatorial election,^ the major 

parties are further advantaged by being able to spend their resources of 
time and money on presenting their candidate and programs; minor parties 

must expend those same resources In attempting to main ballot position.
Thus consumed with the fight to gain official status anew before each 

election, third parties are hampered In their efforts to develop the 

Issues and arguments which are their particular raison d'etre, the 

composition of Wallace's 1968 campaign staff and the post-election events 

In several states (where the American party must run candidates In 1970 

or lose ballot position for 1972) are testimony enough to the primacy with 

which Wallace viewed these leoal barriers to his dream. The first and 

foremost hurdle his third party movement had to surmount was legal and 
technical.
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By his own admission, W allace did not want to  run as a th ird -p a r tv  

cand idate . He wanted to lead one o f  the two ready made campainn 

organ izations  e x ta n t— those o f  the two major p a r t ie s — but he was in  no 

v«y in  l in e  fo r  the nomination from e ith e r  one. U n like  running as a 

th ird -p a r ty  cand idate , the major e f f o r t  fo r  the nominee o f a major oarty  

would not be the general e le c tio n  camnaign, but the campaign fo r  the  

nomination. The key to  the nomination would be to make h im self a t t r a c t iv e  

to  the professional p a rtv  o o lit ic ia n s  who dominate the conventions; the  

question was how to do so.

Esteem in  the eyes o f n arty  pros could be generated in  several 

ways: one could spend years o f  serv ice  to  the p a r ty , q u ie t ly  accumulating  

p o l i t ic a l  debts through yeoman serv ice  on the rubber chicken c ir c u i t  

(th e  route chosen by Richard Nixon in his la te s t  p o l i t ic a l  re s u c ita t io n );  

one could seek to become "everybody’ s second choice" and w a it fo r  a 

d r a f t  when the convention found i t s e l f  unable to  s e t t le  on any o f  the 

fa c tio n a l leaders (although th ere  is  overwhelming evidence in  suoport 

o f the aphorism th a t  "the on ly th ing  one catches from a d r a f t  is  a c o ld )" ;  

o r , one could p lay  on the kingmaker's p rofessionalism — th e ir  mania fo r  

winning— by attem pting to nrove before the convention, e ith e r  through 

opinion p o lls  or orim arv e le c tio n s , th a t  he is  th e  candidate who can lead  

the p arty  to  v ic to ry  in  November (Nelson R o c k e fe lle r 's  e te rn a l gam bit).

To capture one o f the m aior p a r t ie s , i t  was c le a r  th a t he needed 

to  pose h im self as a serious cand idate , one capable o f  wooing and winning 

a natio na l audience. The Democratic p a r ty 's  longtim e stance toward i t s  

Southern leaders shows t a c i t  acceptance o f  the fa c t  th a t  the p o li t ic ia n  

who excels a t  the sectiona l task Is  one who has in te rn a liz e d  behavior 

patte rn s  a t  odds w ith , or a t  le a s t  ir re le v a n t  to , pursuing a natio na l 

post as anything save a v ic e -p re s id e n tia l candidate to  balance the
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t ic k e t .  Moreover, although he had led  th e  Alabama lo v a lis ts  In  1948 

when Strom Thurmond's H ix ie c ra t s p l in te r  defected from .the Democratic 

p a rty , W allace 's  continued c a s tig a tio n  o f  n a tio n a l Democratic p o lic ie s  

and personnel fo r  the d e le c ta tio n  o f  down home audiences had caused in  

ir re c o n c ila b le  r i f t  between him and th e  n a tio na l Democratic lea d e rs h ip . 

They would not have him by choice.

Nor was he a desperation candidate— th e ir  o n ly  hone— fo r  the  

party  had an incumbent President who would, i t  was n a tu ra lly  assumed, 

seek the "autom atic" renomination o f  h is  p a rty . No, i f  W allace wanted 

to become P res id en t, i t  seemed he would have to  show th a t he could be 

P resident o f  all^  the people. I f  he could demonstrate th a t  his appeal 

was not s o le ly  s e c tio n a l, he might combine h is  contro l o f  the Southern 

bloc w ith  the image o f  p o te n tia l w inner to  persuade the Convention to g ive  

him the nomination. The question , then , was not what he needed to  do, 

hut how he was to  do i t .



V; National Probings

\

Rather than pursuing a se t s tra te g y  w ith  s e t g o als , W allace  

always seems to  be operating on an ad hoc b as is , im nrovising  

responses as events occur. And instead o f  locking  h im self in  

through becoming dependent on any p a r t ic u la r  outcome, he seems 

content to  generate p u b lic ity  whenever p o ss ib le , connizant th a t  he 

can bank on i t s  res idua l e ffe c ts  in  fu tu re  events ve t unplanned.

In th is  l ig h t  th ere  can p rop eriv  be no prec ise  beginning noted fo r  

his push toward the  Presidency. His f i r s t  re a l n a tio n a l p u b lic ity  

came in  1963, s h o rtly  a f te r  he became Governor, w ith  his vain  

attem pt to  "stand in  the school house door" and thus prevent two 

Negro students from e n ro llin g  in  the a l l -w h ite  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Alabama. 

I t  was a p e rfe c t example o f the technigue o f  f in h t  and f a l l  back which 

W allace, who lacks many rea l successes fo r  which he can cla im  

c r e d it ,  r e l ie s  upon co n stan tly .

The episode must be counted a success fo r  one seeking to  

break onto the natio na l p o l i t ic a l  scene, fo r  as a d ire c t  r e s u lt  o f  

his "stand" he was p ro ffe red  hundreds o f  in v ita t io n s  to  speak his  

mind across the n a tio n . Not a few o f the in v ita t io n s  were from  

in s t itu t io n s  o f  h igher le a rn in g , which, as Jones po ints  o u t, provide  

an e x c e lle n t forum fo r  a speaker who wishes to  have h is message 

known na tio n -w id e .

A ccord ingly, W allace decided to  undertake a speaking tour  

across the n a tio n , though w ith  no d e f in i te  goal in  mind:

^Jones, 02.. c i t . ,  p. 105.

-87-
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I t  seemed. . .th a t  such a tour could very  
w ell be the b u ild  up he would need i f  he 
did decide to  en te r any o f  the p re s id e n tia l 
p rim arie s , or in  any event, i t  would be 
h e lp fu l in  whatever course he chose to  ch art 
in  the 1964 e le c t io n s .2

The f i r s t  o f  the enoaqements were booked in to  the heart o f  h is  

a r c h - r iv a l . P resident John F. Kennedy's, stronohold— 

fo u r Ivy  Leaoue u n iv e r s it ie s , beginning w ith  Kennedy's alma 

m ater. Harvard.

The Harvard speech was, by a l l  accounts, a v irtu o so  performance,

although some o f the impact no doubt arose from the nan between

what W allace had been presumed to be a f t e r  his "stand" and the

image he chose to p ro jec t th a t November n ig h t. C a re fu lly  ta i lo r in g

the speech to  the audience, and d isp lay in g  none o f the c linched

f i s t  rh e to r ic  which marked his 1968 campaign, W allace proceeded

to g ive  what Jones c a lls  "a fra n k , sch o la rly  approach to  the ra c ia l

issue. To Jones' mind a "proud, vet humble man"^ on th a t rostrum ,

W allace 's  h is to ry  lesson was re p le te  w ith  such u n c h a ra c te r is tic lv

a r ty  passages as th is ,  which sounds rem iniscent o f  John Kohn:

Let us look a t  the 1954 school case, Crown 
vs. Topeka, the lawyers c a ll  i t .  I t  d id  
n o t, I  assure you, as some seem to th in k ,  
spring in s ta n t ly  in to  existence fu ll-g ro w n  
and ready fo r  ac tio n  eguipped w ith  in lu n c -  
t iv e  process, p re fe rre d  appea l, se t bavonets 
and a l l  i t s  accounterments l ik e  B o t t ic e l l i  
would have us b e lie ve  Venus came to  the  
shores o f  Greece fu ll-g ro w n  and fu ll-b lo w n  
on the breath o f  B oreas.5

2 lb id .

^ Ib id . .  pp. 112-113, 

^ I b i d . .  p. 111. 

S ib id . .  p. 114.
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Even the p erora tion  was. a model o f  forbearance and Grady-esoue 

re c o n c ilia t io n :

To ask us to  equate our c h ild re n , classroom  
fo r  classroom, w ith  a race th a t  is  two years 
behind a t  the  s ix th  grade and th ree  years 
behind a t  the tw e lfth  grade is  to ask us 
to deprive our c h ild re n  o f  the education  
to  which they are  e n t it le d  and, in  the  e f ­
f o r t  to  g ive  th is ,  we s tra in  our r e ­
sources to  the utmost. I t  is  our problem, 
not yours. Your problem here is  yours, not 
ours. We ask you to  b e lie ve  th a t we are  c iv i ­
l iz e d , humane and considerate  o f  human 
r ig h ts . We g ive  you the c re d it  fo r  so beino 
and we ask you to extend us the same con­
s id e ra t io n .*

Because he was a t  the tim e serving as the governor o f  his s ta te ,

and because the s ta te  was paying fo r  his t r ip s ,  Wallace combined

p o lit ic s  w ith  attem pts to lu re  in dustry  to  Alabama— one o f  his

c h ie f accomplishments, and the cornerstone o f his e f fo r ts  to  bring

progress to  the s ta te . This enabled him to p lay down the on ly thing

th a t had been hereto fore  about him in  the  eyes o f m illio n s  o f  non-

Southern American v o te rs , th a t he had a d is t in c t iv e  posture on race.

Alabamians knew th a t ,  w h ile  one had to be " r ig h t  on race", i t  was but

a necessary, not a s u f f ic ie n t  cond itio n  to  success. The attem pt to  lu re

industry  to  Alabama was one o f the  major no n -rac ia l accomplishments

to  which W allace could p o in t. With the n o n -rac ia l emphasis, he. l ik e

Gradv, was met w ith  a favorab le  reception  in  the supposedly— h o s tile  

North.

Nor were his personal p o l i t ic a l  fortunes the only b e n e fic ia r ie s  o f  

his speaking to u rs . W allace, more than any o th er p o li t ic ia n  o f  national

^ Ib id .. p. 117-118.
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s ta tu re , is  the personal embodiment o f  his c o n s titu en ts— re f le c t in p  

th e ir  hopes, th e ir  fe a rs , th e ir  every percep tion . One o f the most 

venerable tra d it io n s  in  the South, again dating to Gradv, is  to  

fe e l th a t Northerners (1 ) look down a t  Southerners and (2 ) a c t as 

co rru p tin g  in fluences upon Southern youths who (m isguidedlv) s tra y  

north o f Mason and Dixon's l in e  in  search o f  an education.

I t  was a p a rt o f his regimen, th e re fo re , to  d ispel the imaoe 

he and his fe llo w  Alabamians had o f the N orthern er's  image o f  the  

s ta te  and i t s  in h ab itan ts --n a m ely th a t o f  the uncouth "redneck".

On one such t r ip  to  P o rtlan d . Oregon, W allace observed:

The taxpayers o f  Alabama are  paying 
fo r  i t ,  and I  d o n 't b e lieve  they mind.
I  have everv reason to  b e lie ve  I 
represent the m a io r ity  opinion o f  Alabama 
people who want to help emancipate 
you fo lk s  from d is to rte d  versions  
o f our s ta te  presented by the le f t -w in g  
l ib e ra l news m e d ia .'

At Harvard, where students were being exposed, durino th e ir  

most im pressionable y ears , to  the Harvard philosophy, "as l ib e r a l  

as i t  may be",® W allace a te  d inner w ith  the continnent o f  vouno 

Alabamians. A fte r  repeating  to them much o f  h is inaunural address, 

and in  an e f fo r t  to  make sure the students understood him, Wallace 

admonished them: "D on 't be ashamed o f  your h e r ita g e , n g n 't

ever apologize fo r  being from Alabama."^ I t  was almost as i f  

he were speakina, in  loco n a re n tis . fo r  the fo lk s  back home who 

feared  th a t they were beino shunted aside fo r  somethinn which

^W allace, quoted in  Jones, on. c i t . ,  o. 129. 

®Jones, 02» c i t . .  p. 111.

^W allace, quoted in  Jones, lo c . c i t .
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they d id  not understand. The message o f p rid e  in  his people was 

one o f  the  most im portant he could d e liv e r  fo r  h is constituencv.

I t  was on a fo ray  in to  th a t bastion o f  l ib e r a l  causes, 

the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Wisconsin a t  Madison, th a t the Governor's s ta f f  

became sold on the idea o f  having th e ir  man en te r the  Wisconsin 

prim ary, scarce ly  a month hence. They f e l t  th a t ,  w h ile  he had been 

greeted warmly wherever he went, he had done p a r t ic u la r ly  w ell 

in  Joe McCarthy's o ld  s ta te , "where students and c it iz e n s  a lik e  

embraced the G o v e r n o r . A  W isconsin ite  who must remain nameless 

hounded the  Governor's s t a f f  u n t i l  he was aranted a b r ie f  in te rv ie w , 

during which he proceeded to l in e  out the p o te n tia l in heren t in  

the Wisconsin race and the leg a l requirem ents fo r  o b ta in in n  b a llo t  

p o s itio n . This was not the  f i r s t  such suggestion W allace had 

rece ived ; he had been q u ie t ly  exo lo rin o  the Ohio s itu a tio n  b u t, 

upon beino advised th a t tech n ica l d i f f i c u l t i e s  forced th a t  s ta te  

out o f  c o n s id e ra tio n , he chose Wisconsin as the f i r s t  t e s t .  His 

hat was in  the r in g !

The decis ion  to  en te r the p rim aries  took place amidst 

extrem ely fa v o rab le  circumstances fo r  W allace. He did not need 

to  make a choice o f  o ff ic e s  to  c o n te s t, nor d id a bad showing in  

the n a tio n a l ou tinos necessarily  besmirch the Governor's record .

W hile one may re le v a n tly  question what reasonable expectations o f  

success W allace harbored concernino h is e f fo r ts  durino the 196A 

p rim a rie s , he was a lread y  adept a t  r a t io n a liz in g  d e fe a t. U t i l iz in g  the  

f ig h t  and f a l l  back" technique, W allace o ften  was ab le  to  maneuver

T®Jones, oĝ . c i t . ,  p . 171.



-92-

him self in to  the en v iab le  p o s itio n  o f  being ab le  to  c a ll  anyth in o , 

even u t te r  d e fe a t, a v ic to r y , given the im possible odds he had faced . 

Often he was ab le  to e n te r  the l i s t s  championing hopelessly lo s t  

causes y e t emerge the hero in the popular e s tim a tio n , dem onstrating th a t  

the s ty le  w ith  which the b a tt le  was fought o fte n  displaced the " re a l"  

issue in  the  public  mind.

Jones continues the  imoressive catalog o f  b en e fits  which would

accrue to  the Governor from m erely en tering  the primary campaign:

W allace f e l t  th a t any showing o f s trength  
by him would mean a slow-un o f the pro­
posed c iv i l  r ig h ts  le g is la t io n  and a s t a l l ,  
fo r  the tim e being, o f  the on-rushing grab 
fo r  power by those in contro l o f  the  federal 
government. Too, the Governor saw the  
prim aries as a veh ic le  he could use to  
b u ild  support fo r  the fre e  e le c to r  movement 
in  the South. The Governor f e l t  as long as 
Kennedy was President th e re  was a re a l p o s s ib il i ty  
the SoutK-might maneuver in to  p o s itio n  to contro l
the e le c tio n  o f  the President in  November, 1 9 64 .n

A t the very le a s t , he would be generating p u b lic ity  which could

be "banked" fo r  la te r  use in almost any s o rt o f  p o l i t ic a l  endeavor.

I f  one assumes he held serious a s p ira tio n s  toward winning  

the Oval O f f ic e , major b en e fits  from contesting  the prim aries  

appear. Just as the South has remained d is t in c t  from the

re s t o f  the nation in  numerous ways, so has the p o li t ic ia n  she has

produced. Concerned w ith  her own p e c u lia r  problems (d erived  from 

the "p e cu lia r in s t i t u t io n " ) ,  the South has taken an invo lu ted  posture  

in  p o l i t ic s .  Too, she has been content w ith  points o f  negative  access.

T ijo n e s , o^. c U . ,  p. 172.
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a t  which the changes most th r  ening to  her way o f l i f e  m iaht 

be blocked in fa v o r o f the status quo. No need had she f e l t  fo r  

m a jo r ita r ia n  a c tio n : a firm ly-ensconced m in o rity  served her w e ll .

With success among southern p o lit ic ia n s  a t  lo ca l and s ta te  le v e ls  

re in fo rc in g  behavior patterns th a t seem to  have had on ly sectiona l 

v ia b i l i t y ,  none save Huey Long had possessed p e rs o n a lity  and nower 

enough to  attem pt n a tio na l dominance. Though W allace s te a d fa s tly  

refused to  accept the b e l ie f  th a t h is was a sectiona l appeal (a t  

le a s t in  his p u b lic  u tte ra n c e s ), his campaign l i t e r a t u r e  attempts
19

to  d ispel the myth th a t a Southerner cannot be e lec ted  P re s id e n t.' 

Could W allace, the preeminent Southern p o l i t ic ia n ,  impose his  

successful brand o f sectiona l p o li t ic s  on the natio n  as a whole, or  

could (would) he adapt h is appeal to  a constituency not his own?

The prim aries o ffe re d  the p e rfe c t op portun ity  to  te s t  h is appeal in  

a dry run . I f  he were successfu l, he might continue to  prosecute 

his case; i f  unsuccessful, he might f a l l  back, to  regroup, to  

re s tru c tu re , and to  f ig h t  aoain .

I f  he r e a l ly  did harbor the idea th a t he might "go n a tio n a l" ,  

the prim aries promised an op portun ity  to te s t  another component 

o f h is  campaign— the o rgan izatio n  o f  the supporting apparatus.

Was i t  s u f f ic ie n t  to  the task? Did he even know what was e n ta ile d  

by such an undertaking? A ll o f these im portant questions might be 

answered in  o n ly  one way— through experience.

The importance o f  making such an e f f o r t ,  even in  the face o f  

seemingly overwhelming odds, had not been overlooked by W allace

^^"Miny Presidents Were Born in  South, The Record Shows," in  
S tories  and Comments. . . ,  op. c i t . , p . 7 .
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in  the ru n -o f f  to  the 1958 Governor's ra c e . "The prospects o f  

winning were bleak to  the p o in t o f  hopelessness." Jones re p o rts ,"  

" ...h o w e v e r ...W a lla c e  could s t i l l  look toward 1962. He decided 

to  run."T® With b e n e fits  both personal and orogranm atic, the  

thought o f  running in  the P re s id e n tia l P rim aries proved i r r e s is t ib le .

As an in tim a te  to ld  Frady, "he grabbed i t  and ran l ik e  a hungry f is h ." ? *  

The Wisconsin prim ary was to  mark the beginning o f a con­

certed  e f f o r t  a t  a s in g le -is s u e  campaign: i ts  fo ca l p o in t, the

C iv il  Rights B i l l  pending before Congress. Before en tering  the  

Wisconsin te s t ,  W allace analyzed his m ail and decided th a t "th ere  

was much g re a te r support in  the North fo r  a s ta te s ' r ig h ts  campaign 

aga inst the C iv il  Rights B ill"? ®  than popularly  thought. Recognizing 

the basis fo r  any Wallace campaign, Ralph Adams, the  president o f  

Troy S ta te  C o lleg e , once a member o f  W allace 's  Alabama cabinet 

and a top le v e l a ide  during the '64 campaign, suggested th a t when 

the p e rs is te n t c a l le r  suggested try in g  the  Wisconsin prim ary, " I  

thought he was a c rackpot...W iscons in  seemed l ik e  the  la s t  s ta te  

he wanted to  run in — they had no Negro problem and they had th e ir  

own c iv i l - r ig h t s  law . The whole idea seemed l ik e  a joke."?® Adam's 

judgment was made, no doubt, in  l in h t  o f  Alabama standards. During 

the unsuccessful attem pt W allace made fo r  the governor's c h a ir  in  

1958, the O pelika Oail.v News had opined: " I f  W allace can s te e r  the

coming gu bern ato ria l campaign around the issue o f  deseoragation vs.

TSjones, og_. c i t . .  p. 16.

^^Frady. og.. c i t . .  p. 174.

T®Jones, o^. c i t . ,  p. 173.

?®Quoted in  Frady, o^. c i t . .  p . 174.
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In te q ra t io n , he w i l l  have half-won his ra c e  i t  appears th a t

W allace sim ply tra n s fe rre d  those standards to the n a tio na l scene . 

when he began his 1964 campaign: he t r ie d  to  make ra ce , s p e c if ic a llv

the C iv il  R ights B i l l ,  the issue.

I f  one were in te re s te d  in  maximizing immediate re tu rn s , and i f  

one were campaigning in  an area known to be r e la t iv e ly  homogeneous, 

and i f  one could fin d  an issue which was s u f f ic ie n t ly  s a lie n t  to the  

voters  in  th a t  a rea , then running a s in o le -is s u e  campaign would be 

e a s ily  ju s t i f ia b le .  But W allace's  s itu a tio n  a t  th is  tim e was fa r  

d if fe r e n t  in  each o f  the three v i t a l  areas. He was, to be sure, 

in te re s te d  in  graphic impact th a t  could only come from a la ro e  vote  

to ta l in  the s ta te , but he was not in te re s ted  in  appealing to  the 

voters o f  Wisconsin a lo n e . Any issues which he might consider 

developing would have to be ap p licab le  elsewhere across the nation i f  

he were to  avoid the charge th a t he pandered to  the e le c to ra te ,  

t e l l in g  each d i f fe r e n t  sub-section what i t  wanted to  hear in  re tu rn  

fo r  votes. So. although he happened to  be trekk in g  through the snows 

o f Wisconsin, h is sights were, o f  n ecess ity , se t on a la rg e r  and more 

heterogeneous group o f  voters than th a t s ta te 's  boundaries encompassed.

Nor, a t  f i r s t  g lan ce , was Wisconsin p a r t ic u la r ly  attuned to 

any o f  the issue o r ie n ta tio n s  th a t Wallace had shown in  Alabama.

He d id , and does, have strong views on such th ings as the proper 

ro le  o f  government spending,?® but h is economic views are  not 

d is s im ila r  enough from those re g u la r ly  espoused by o th er national

t^?®) M L lL N e w s . Jan. 24, 1958, c ite d  in  Jones, 
op. C i t . ,  p. 8 .

?®See above, ch. 2 , notes 31 and 32.
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p o llt ic ia n s  as to  b u ild  him a d is t in c t iv e  image, nor are  economic 

issues o f o v e rrid in g  importance to  the American e le c to ra te  (as 

fo llo w ers  o f  Karl Marx might r u e fu lly  a t t e s t ) .  W allace 's  " lib e r a l"  

spending p o lic ie s  might have been d is t in c t iv e  in  f is c a l ly  conservative  

Wisconsin, but not so across the n a tio n . I f  he were po in tin g  

toward the la rg e r  g o a l, then he could not expect to  " rid e "  on 

economics a lone.

But there  was an issue— race— which had become id e n t if ie d  w ith  

W allace over time and on which he was f a r  removed from the public  

p o s itio n  o f  any n atio na l p o l i t ic ia n .  Whether he had adopted i t  

o r ig in a l ly  out o f  conviction  o r expediency is  o f  l i t t l e  moment any 

longer; i t  is  " h is ."  Across the n a tio n , he was, as i t  in crea s in g ly  

appeared, expected to ta lk  about race . And i f  Wisconsin did not 

appear to be f e r t i l e  ground fo r  such an appeal, as Adams reported , 

W allace had had what he considered g rea t success in  such u n lik e ly  

places as Harvard, had he not? (Although S h e r r i l l 's  unsvmpathetic 

d es crip tio n  o f  Wal1 ace-"super-cocky"?^-is  exaggeration , the candidate 's  

optimism in  the face  o f  long odds is  abundant). And i t  had come 

to  be W allace 's  "n a tu ra l"  issue; from Americans' fea rs  o f  the Nenro 

had come the l io n 's  share o f  th a t  p o l i t ic a l  c a p ita l which convinced 

W allace to  t r y  fo r  the Presidency. That he would fe e l ou t the 

re s t o f  the nation  on race was in e v ita b le ;  having met w ith  success 

in  those probings, th a t  he would emphasize i t  is  understandable.

And, upon c lo ser an a lys is  o f  W isconsin, th a t he emphasized i t  was 

even to  prove d e s ira b le .

Prim aries are  short campaigns and as W allace was r e la t iv e ly  unknown 

he had to  work ra p id ly  and e f f ic ie n t ly  in  s tim u la tin g  support.

? *S h e rr ill, og. c U . ,  p. 352.
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In such a s itu a t io n , the s in o le -is s u e  campaign is  an e x c e lle n t  

strategem  to  fo llo w . One needs, o f  course, some sim ole issue th a t  

w i l l  appeal to  the mass o f the vo te rs . That appeal ought r e a l ly  to  be 

emotional in  c h a rac te r, perhaps tak ing  the  form Of c re a tin o  an imaoe 

o r facade. There is  not tim e , nor is  th e re  the in c l in a t io n  ( in  the  

g re a t mass o f our v o te rs ) , to  dig beneath the su rfa ce . And by 

s tr ik in g  to  the emotions, one would by-pass the laborious and tim e -  

consuming process o f  reasoned change, before which so many b a rr ie rs  

seem to  l i e .

Following th a t ,  one would want to l i m i t  the campaign on ly  to

the issue th a t creates the highest net ra te  o f  re tu rn . W allace

did th is  through re fu s in g  to  come to grips  w ith  issues others t r ie d

to in je c t  in to  the campaign, even going so fa r  as to  re fuse to  become

informed on a major popular concern in o rder to  keep h is  "best" side

paramount in  the v o te rs ' minds:

During the question-and-answer p e rio d , one 
student asked W allace about what he thought 
was the best p o lic y  in  V ie t  Nam. The Gov­
ernor re p lie d  th a t he w asn 't q u a lif ie d  to  
answer th a t because he had not been b r ie fe d  
by the S ta te  Department. I t  was a good 
answer because, a few days la t e r .  P resident 
Johnson announced th a t a l l  candidates fo r  
President would be o ffe re d  b r ie fin g s  by the  
S ta te  Department and W allace never took ad­
vantage o f  the o f f e r ,  because he had his  
c iv i l  r ig h ts  issue and made the campaign r e ­
volve around i t ,  no m atter how hard his«_  
opponents t r ie d  to  in je c t  o ther issu es .^ "

Jones openly suggests the ro le  th a t  the race issue was intended  

to  p lay  fo r  W allace when, in  discussing P resident Johnson's 

campaign v i s i t  to  In d ian a , he s ta tes :

2Djones, og. c i t . , n. 240.
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The P re s id e n t's  v i s i t ,  i f  i t  did no more, 
took some o f the a tte n tio n  away from the  
W allace a tta c k  on the C iv il Rights B i l l ,  
and focused i t ,  fo r  a day a t le a s t ,  on the  
economic aspects o f  the campaio n . I t  gave 
( In d ia n a 's  Democratic Leaders) an opportuni t v  
to  p o rtra y  the p a rty 's  a t t itu d e  toward the  
economy and away from the emotion-packed 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  d iscu ss io n .21

And in  Maryland, Jones re p o rts , W allace attempted to  dissuade

his s t a f f  from m u d -s lin g in t, the o ld es t o f  expedient p o l i t ic a l

a c ts , on the grounds o f  expediency; "The C iv il Rights B i l l  is

the issu e , and l e t 's  not l e t  them draw the people's minds away

from th a t by engagino in  the m ud-slinging they a r e " .^2

The importance o f "the issues" fo r  W allace cannot be over­

estim ated .

Q uite  e a r ly  in  the campaion he t r ie d ,  then re je c te d , the tra d it io n a  

hand-shaking s o rt o f  vo te -seek in g . The decision was a sound one fo r  

several reasons. Persons who come to  spend some time w ith  him bv and 

la rg e  f in d  him d i f f i c u l t  to  d is l ik e  on a personal bas is , even i f  they  

are  vehemently opposed to  th a t which he symbolizes. But though i t  

would have been an e f fe c t iv e  technique, the number o f  persons to  be so 

contacted was fa r  too g re a t to make i t  fe a s ib le . In  a short campaign 

where he was unknown to  the vast m a jo rity  o f the e le c to ra te , he simply 

could not a ffo rd  the time to  use the personal touch. Nor was the  

handshake a weapon which would bear the emotional impact necessary to  

convert someone in to  becoming a W allace supporter. I t  might serve to 

renew the fla g g in g  s p ir i ts  o f  an unknown worker in  party  headquarters,

Jones, og. c n . ,  p. 249.
22

W allace, quoted in  Ib id . . p. 272.
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but in  the beginning he needed to  have a more emotional type o f  

impact and th a t upon much g re a te r numbers o f  persons.

Bv re ly in g  on speeches and news conferences, W allace was also  

able  to  contro l his environment more com pletelv th a t i f  he were on 

a s tre e t  co rn e r. Even though he minht be 99% successfu l, he feared  the  

unfavorable press coverage th a t might re s u lt  from th a t o th e r 1% o f  

the persons he met . Al most  a t i t s  inception  the campaign adopted a 

near-nhobic concern w ith  the s e c u rity  o f  the Governor's nersop ana inst 

the possib le  assassination which he f irm ly  believes to  he his fa te ;^ *  

th is ,  to o , ru les  out exposure to the public  w ithout the p ro te c tio n  o f  

his b u lle tp ro o f le c te rn .

The issues, then , were to c reate  the emotional imnact o f  the  

campaign, and W allace expected people to vote fo r  him on th a t bas is .

A Graphic i l lu s t r a t io n  o *  the technique th a t was to  prove e f fe c t iv e  

occurred in  South Milwaukee, when the Governor snoke to a w ild lv  

e n th u s ias tic  crowd in  Serb H a ll .  The sponsor o f  the speech, tavernkeeper 

Bruno Gruber, ordered two Negroes, who had refused to stand fo r  the

national anthem, to  leave the h a l l .  Then, when Negroes shouted "p o lice

dogs w h ile  the candidate was beino in troduced, Gruber, a former marine 

re to rte d  :

Let me t e l l  you about p o lic e  dogs. Maybe we need
some here . Who was i t  th a t beat up an e ld e r lv
w h ite  woman in  mv neighborhood a few weeks ago? They 
were th ree  o f  your countrymen. Who is  i t  th a t beats 
UP newsboys, rapes our women, a ttacks  o ld  women? vpu 
know who i t  i s — i t ' s  vour colored b ro thers . How long 
can we to le ra te  th is?  Did I  go to Gaudalcanal

^^ Ib id . ,  p. 193.

^*See, fo r  example, his m other's remark in  fra d y , on. c i t . , p . 63 

^®Jones, o£. c i t . , p. 193.
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and come back to  somethinp l ik e  this?^®

W allace, who r e a l ly  does hone th a t  v io len ce  w i l l  not doa his  

path because o f  the bad p u b lic ity  i t  w i l l  produce, had to calm 

the crowd before he could d e liv e r  his messaoe. But his speech is  

a lo g ic a l extension o f the ex -m arine 's  remarks, which are unique onlv  

in  th a t one does not o fte n  hear them u tte re d  so prom inently and 

p u b lic ly ;  the speech does seek to  s tim u la te  the soectre o f  fe a r  th a t  

seems to  e x is t  w ith in  many Americans. W allace was s tr ik in g  c lose to  

home when he to ld  the audience a t  Serb H all th a t  the C iv il Rights B i l l  

would, fo r  example, destroy job  s e n io r i ty .27 The fe a r  o f  economic 

damage,— im m ediately and n erso n a lly  re le v a n t— coupled w ith  an 

emotional and perhans ir r a t io n a l  fe a r  o f  the d ark , unknown mass 

might reasonably be expected to  n ive  expression an image and to  p ro je c t  

i t  w ith  g reat impact upon the e le c to ra te .

Obviously the stratagem worked. Indiana was chosen as a s ta te  

in  which to  contest the Presidency because W allace f e l t  th a t ,  w ith  

Ohio removed from co n s id e ra tio n . " Ind iana o ffe re d  the best ooportun lty  

to  show backlash an a in st the r i v l l  R ights B i l l . "28 in  Maryland, too  

W allace was to p r o f i t  from backlash, th is  tim e aroused hv a s to ry  

In  the Baltim ore Sun th a t s ta ted  "Baltim ore w i l l  have a Nenro m a jo rity  

in  the c i t y  council bv 1970 and a Negro mayor by 1975 to  become the  

f i r s t  N eg ro -co ntro lled  c i t y  In  the c o u n try .. ." ^ ’’ W allace got 42K

^®Jones.O£. c i t . ,  p. 217. 

27ljyd.
28

Jones,o£. c i t . .  p. 229. 
2^Jones, o£. c i^ . ,  p. 268.
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o f  the Democratic p re s id e n tia l prim ary vote in  Maryland and claims 

th a t he was robbed o f a win by e le c tio n  o f f ic ia ls .® ®

But. to  the campaign s t a f f ,  the most signal v ic to ry  came in

Wisconsin, where W allace's  vote to ta l was the sm allest o f  any o f

the 1964 S ta te  prim aries he contested. I ts  im port was th a t  i t  backed

up the impression garnered from the Governor's m ail a f t e r  th e  Stand

in  the School house Door: "The turnout showed conc lu s ive ly  fo r

the f i r s t  tim e th a t la rg e  segments o f  people everywhere believed  

in  lo ca l governm ent...."®?

And iu s t where did W allace's support come from in  the 1064 o re s id e n tia  

prim aries? Even in Wisconsin, where the open n r imary  a llow s voters to  

cross over", thereby endowing them w ith  the op tion  o f  choosing which 

p arty  they wish to  in fluence w ith  th e ir  nrim arv v o te , the votes seem 

to  have come la rg e ly  from tra d it io n a l Democratic strongholds. I t  is  

not su rp ris in g  th a t th is  should be so, considering th a t W allace was 

running as a Democrat. He garnered almost 1 0 0 ,ono votes in  the  

th ree  h ea v ily  Democratic congressional d is t r ic ts  around Milwaukee 

to  Gov. Reynolds' 175,000 and Republican John Byrnes' 66 ,000 .

(Reynolds was the s tan d -in  candidate fo r  P resident Johnson and a t  

th a t time a h ig h ly  unpopular p o l i t ic a l  f ig u re  in  the s ta te .

The Republican party  re-caotured  the statehouse in  the e le c tio n  

fo llo w in g  his a d m in is tra tio n ).

In  both Wisconsin and In d iana , the W allace vote centered in  

areas which were h ea v ily  populated bv organized la b o r. In  In d ian a ,

Jones, og. c i t . .  p . 304-05.
31

Jones, og. c i t . , p. 176, emphasis added.

o r ° d îs c ? im in S 'o i 's o m r k in 5 ! '^  s L I  p eo p le j'va fS e  
government fo r  o ther reasons.
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Wallace even won three delegates to the Democratic National Convention 

from the heavily industria lized  Rary-Hammond area. (Garv proceeded 

subsequently to e lect a Negro mayor. Richard Hatcher, thus becomino 

the f i r s t  rwa.ior American c ity  to do so). I t  would appear that race 

is fa r  from the only force motivating voting behavior. This success was 

a ll the more encouraning to Wallace because he had met almost to ta l 

opposition from but two sources: the clerny and the leadership o^

organized labor. Wallace had been on good terms with much of 

Alabama s labor l e a d e r s h i p , ®2 many o f whom, laden with lonn telegrams 

and petitions bearing the names of Southern workers, were w illin g  

emissaries fo r spreading the gospel to th e ir  Northern brethren.

Wallace seldom fa ile d  to introduce such persons when he spoke 

before labor-oriented audiences, hoping to produce the immediate 

and emotional impact which can only come i f  the audience grants the 

speaker acceptance as "one o f us".

Except fo r the b arrie r presented by having an incumbent President

in his partv, the coalition  that was anparentlv responding to Wallace's

appeal was indeed imoressive enough to give rise to dreams of the

Presidency. He had been successful with laborers, even anainst the

wishes o f th e ir  leaders' he had been successful in the bedroom suburbs

of Baltimore with persons o f a d iffe ren t economic and occupational

orientation: and he had, of course, the South in his pocket.

But an examination of the sources from which contributions had come,

and the reasons fo r which they had been sent, produced an even more

impressive catalogue:

The contributions came from anxious 
parents wishing to preserve th e ir  
neighborhood schools, from young

®2see above, p .61-62.
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home owners wishino to  p ro te c t th e ir
investm ent. I t  was from union members ,
b e lie v in o  in  job s e c u rity  and wanting  
to p ro te c t th e ir  jo b s , from small 
businessmen wanting to  advance the  
f re e  e n te rp ris e  system and p ro te c t the  
p r o f i t  system, . . . f r o m  Southerners who 
wanted to preserve the soc ia l and edu­
ca tio n a l order which had brought har­
monious race re la tio n s  to the South fo r  
several generations, from n o lic e  o f f ic e rs  
throughout the nation  who knew the  
crime s ta t is t ic s  and who knew how the 
Communists had in f i l t r a t e d  the c iv i l  
r ig h ts  movement and were making th e  s tre e ts  
o f our n a tio n 's  c i t ie s  unsafe.®®

I t  was a l i s t  o f  persons th a t knew no sectio n a l boundaries but who were

t ie d  together bv the fears  they held in  common. They saw in  W allace one

who might turn  the country around through strong le a d e rs h ip , he saw in

them the s tu f f  o f  a national campaign.

But i f  the d es ire  to mold a n a tio na l campaign out o f  the raw 

m ate ria l described above was strengthened bv the three s ta te  e f fo r ts ,  

the best route to  fo llo w  toward th a t  end remained very much in  doubt. 

Jones suggests th a t  Wallace was not considering a th ird  p arty  move 

in  1964. C e rta in ly  a p ra c tic a l p o l i t ic ia n  o f  his tvoe would not 

wish to  give up the obviously p re fe ra b le  v e h ic le , the major p a r ty , 

w ithout even attem pting  to  u t i l i z e  i t ,  so i t  is  reasonable to assume 

th a t he was, in  f a c t ,  hoping to  in flu en ce  the f^emocratic Convention 

by his campaign. Perceiving th a t Lyndon Johnson was prepared to  

take the same course which the South had found abhorrent under the  

la te  John Kennedy, W allace f e l t  th a t a strong showing in  the prim aries  

would not be lo s t  on the p a r tv 's  nrofessional p o li t ic ia n s , who would

33
Ib1d_.,p. 326. For p a ra lla x  on W allace 's  view o f  the South's  

narmonious race re la tio n s "  see above, pp. 3 2 -33 , 72 -73 .
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probably not want to  en te r the general e le c tio n  campaign w ithout to

some degree m o llify in g  an e s sen tia l p a rt o f  th e ir  c o a li t io n . O r, in

the rh e to r ic  o f  W allace 's  camoaion k ic k o ff  in  Appleton, Wisconsin;

I  b e lie ve  th a t  i f  we get a good vote in  
Wisconsin, i t  w i l l  have reoercussions a l l  
over th is  n a tio n . We can have a voice in
the n a tio n a l conven tio n  ancfTïï th e  party" 
^ t f o r m . We can l e t  i t  be known th a t we
are s ick  and t ir e d  o f  some o f the things

n’m to n .® *

we
-    t h p  th - îm

th a t are tak in g  place in  Washi 

Perhaps the  most s ig n if ic a n t  evidence th a t W allace had a t  

th a t p o in t re je c te d  any ac tion  outside the Democratic p a rty  stems 

from his own experience as a successful p o li t ic ia n  who bnre th a t  

im prim atur. When re je c tin g  a suggested t r y  fo r  the GOP v ic e -  

p re s id e n tia l nom ination, W allace d id  so because "he F f e l t l  his 

p o l i t ic a l  fu tu re  in  Alabama and in  the n a tio n , to o , l ie s  w ith  the  

la b e l ("Democrat" o r "Alabama Democrat"]."®®

A fte r  his win in  1964, because he had served less than h a lf  o f  

P residen t Kennedy's unexoired term , Lyndon Johnson was e l ig ib le  

to  run fo r  re -e le c t io n . At th a t  time th is  meant there  would be an 

incumbent P resident to  claim  the Democratic p a rtv 's  nomination 

in  1968. But his experiences in  1964 proved to  Wallace th a t  i t  

would be an ex tra o rd in a ry  task to undertake a national campaign 

w ith o u t the  backing o f  a narty  o rg an izatio n  s im ila r  to th a t  ex tan t in  

the two m ajor p a r t ie s . He had seen the inadequacy o f  h is own 

s t a f f  and i t s  e f fo r ts  in  the lim ite d  scone o f  1964. Obviously  

he could not ta c k le  a l l  50 s ta tes  w ithout f i r s t  undertaking long

34
Ib id . p. 194, emphasis added. 

^ ^ Ib id . p . 324.
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ranne planning and c a re fu l consideration to  o ro an iza tio n a l 

problems the major p a rtie s  had long before solved: who w i l l  do 

i t?  What needs to be done? Where w i l1 the monev come from? These 

are but a few o f the major Questions a th ird -p a r tv  candidacv 

ra is e d , y e t i t  was tru e  th a t th ere  was no a lte r n a t iv e  i f  he chose 

to  run fo r  the Presidency. And choose to run he d id . As ve t a 

young man, as p o lit ic ia n s  o f  natio na l s ta tu re  go, he could a ffo rd  

to  use the 1968 e le c tio n  as a te s tin g  ground fo r  the camoaion 

machinery he was forced to c re a te . That momentary success beyond 

his w ild e s t dreams would dissuade him from th a t  nath was not a 

p a rt o f  the v is io n .



V I: Dress Rehearsal

Given W allace 's  s itu a tio n  and p r io r  experience, the cues 

he took from his 1964 showing were p re d ic ta b le . In  re tro s p e c t, 

the exposure his views had received was a lto g e th e r l im ite d , but i t  

cannot have seemed so to him a t  th a t tim e; the prim aries were a 

f a r  la rg e r  undertaking than he had ever before attem pted. To him, 

the campaign "on the issues" had been a s tr ik in g  success. He had 

received no negative feedback from th a t aspect o f h is campaign; 

q u ite  to  the c o n tra ry , he must have been more than a b i t  surprised th a t  

people "everywhere" would g ive him the u ltim a te  form o f p o li t ic a l  

acceptan c e - - th e ir  vo tes .

He could draw but one in ference  from the evidence a t  hand:

h is s tra te g y , to  b u ild  on fe a r  and resentm ent, was sound. The

n a tio n 's  views on the  Negro's proper place in  so c ie ty  have changed,

i f  a t  a l l ,  but exceedingly s low ly over the past cen tu ry . Wallace

could re s t  secure in  the thought th a t they would mellow very l i t t l e

over the in te r -e le c t io n  period . Any upswing in  ra c ia l u n res t,

however, would redound almost im e d ia  te l y  to  his fa v o r . The years

from 1964-1968 were to  prove the most r a c ia l ly  v o la t i le  th a t

th is  generation  o f  vo ters  had ever experienced, embracing as the

period does, the  W atts, Newark, and D e tro it  r io ts  as w ell as those,

such as in  Washington D .C ., which fo llow ed the assassination o f D r. 

M artin  Luther King, J r .

In  a campaign on the issues, the  manner in  which he presented his  

views was o f  utmost im portance. I t  is  not too much to  say th a t  

W allace's  stock speech, "The Speech" (see Appendix A ), embodies the  

very h eart o f  the  W allace phenomenon. The m ateria l contained in  th is  

speech is  about a l l  th a t  the  candidate ever chose to  put fo r th ,

-1 0 6 -
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and he even went so f a r  as to  make a l l  the supporting documents such 

as press re leases and remarks a t  press conferences almost ro te  

renderings o f  h is  c e n tra l document. He was not going to  be caught 

in  an inconsistency.

Moreover. W allace has. over tim e , re lie d  on the c rea tio n  o f  

an image, a facade, fo r  communication w ith  the e le c to ra te . As a 

la rg e  po rtion  o f  th is  image, he has stressed his honesty and 

s in c e r ity ;  he stresses th a t he is  a man o f ideas and th a t though he 

may face persons o f w idely  d ivergent views he w i l l  not change his  

statements ju s t  to win h im self vo tes . He w i l l  t e l l  everyone the  

same th in g , regard less o f the consequences. ( I r o n ic a l ly ,  h is stand 

on ra c e , honestly expressed, brought him the support o f  some m il i ta n t  

blacks— persons who f e l t  as he d id  on separation  o f the races. But 

on the whole, W allace did not do w ell w ith  Negroes in  the 1968 e le c t io n ,  

drawing perhaps less than 6% in ghetto areas.^ And even th a t 6% may 

have come from some o f the  few w hites remaining in  such areas.

Newsmen who have covered W allace since his unsuccessful race fo r  

Governor in  1958 a t te s t  to  the fa c t  th a t he has a lte re d  his basic  

speech on ly  to  the  exten t o f updating the examples and anecdotes.

Students o f  such m atters might ap p rec ia te  hearing th a t  the message 

upon which W allace staked his p o l i t ic a l  fu tu re  had been c a re fu lly  

c ra f te d , the  re s u lt  o f long months o f  care fu l a n a lys is  o f the e le c to ra te ,  

the mood o f the country , and the  cand id ate 's  strengths and weak­

nesses. But he says i t  was n o t. In  h is ve rs io n , l ik e  Topsy, 

i t  " ju s t  growed". His s t a f f ,  to o , is  u n w illin g  to  adm it to having

^ ^ ilg ^^ssional Q u arte rly  Almanac. (Washington, D .C ., 1968)
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attempted to  c re a te  anything l i k e  a comprehensive document; they admit 

only  th a t these are W allace 's  views and th a t they th in k  people w i l l ,  

upon hearing the message, come to  agree w ith  him. W hile they 

w il l  not admit th a t a ra tio n a le  ex is ted  by which elements could be 

included or excluded from The Speech, i t  is  obvious th a t  W allace is  

s a t is f ie d  th a t  i t  presents his views f a i r l y  and e f fe c t iv e ly .  No 

doubt i t  has grown over tim e out o f myriad small experiences and 

experiments on the backroads and county squares o f Alabama th a t were 

only re in fo rced  by the votes o f the people "everywhere" in 1964.

The Speech is  composed o f a set o f to p ic a l and anecdotal b u ild in g  

blocks which remain separate e n t it ie s  and can be strung together  

in  almost any o rd er. I t  is  as i f  W allace has a series  o f  mental 

note cards which he sh u ffles  anew before each pub lic  u tteran ce: the  

order o f the "issues" changes, but the message is  always the same.

What are "the issues" as W allace sees them? They f a l l  in to

th ree  broad to p ic a l ca teg ories : governmental ob structio n ism , law

and o rd er, and fo re ig n  a f f a i r s .  His treatm ent o f  them r e f le c ts  his

assessment o f  the mood o f  the e le c to ra te :

. . . t h e  mass o f  the people in  th is  
country , e s p e c ia lly  working people 
have got to  the po in t where they are  
not going to vote fo r  any candidate  
who has any s issy p la tfo rm  on domestic 
issues. The vo ter wants to  hear some 
s p e c if ic s .2

The statement in d ic a tes  the area o f  h is major concern—domestic 

p o l i t ic s — and the way in  which he be lieves  his p itch  should be 

s tru c tu red —on s p e c if ic s , as opposed, perhaps, to  th e o rie s .

^W allace, The Speech; Synon, op. c i t . ,  p. 68.
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On governmental obstruction ism , which is  h is major " is s u e ,"

The Speech records W allace 's  in d ig n atio n  a t  the  in ju s tic e s  which 

he sees in  the fed era l government's re g u la tio n  o f "democratic domestic 

in s t i tu t io n s " — th ings l i k e  schools, h o s p ita ls , lab o r unions, businesses, 

and even one's private ly-ow ned housing, should i t  be put up fo r  

sa le  or lease.®  The s p e c ific s  which the vo ter wanted to  hear 

on the issu e , those e x p l ic i t  enunciations which would serve to  

show the worth o f  W allace 's  cand id atu re , are presented in  th e ir  

e n t ire ty :  "And I  want to say th a t one o f the f i r s t  things we

going to do when we get in to  the White House, and we going to  do i t  

w ith in  the law , we going to  turn  back to  you these domestic in s t itu t io n s

The issue which W allace in s t itu te d  in  the 1968 campaign, 

and which every opposing candidate save perhaps Eugene McCarthy 

came to adopt as his own, was known as "crime in  the s tre e ts ,"  

or as W allace put i t  "the breakdown o f  law and o rd e r."  With 

the  sometimes v io le n t  d issen t to  the war a t  home, w ith  the r io ts  

in  the big c i t y  ghettoes, and w ith  the in crea s in g ly  popular view  

th a t  the  Supreme Court was coddling crim in a ls  and preventing law 

enforcement o f f ic ia ls  from doing th e ir  job,- the issue was a natura l 

one fo r  a candidate o f W allace 's  persuasion.

I f  W allace had not staked out his p o s itio n  long before the  

o th e r candidates jumped on the law and order bandwagon, his  

s tr id e n t  c r ie s  might be w r it te n  o f f  as an attem pt to make his

®Wallace, The Speech, p. 183-184, 

^Ib id . .  p . 185.
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p o s itio n  v is ib le ;  but as he was making c le a r  the s p e c ific s  from  

the beginning one ought not assign them to mere expediency. The 

causes fo r  d iso rd er were c le a r:  The Supreme Court and "those 

who want to  lose the war in  V ie t Nam. I t ' s  m il i ta n ts ,  a c t iv is t s ,  

re v o lu tio n a r ie s , a n a rc h is ts , and communists, th a t 's  who."®

The Supreme Court had "made i t  almost im possible to  conv ic t 

a c rim in a l,"®  so the so lu tio n  was obvious: " I'm  gonna appo int

some d if fe r e n t  sorts  o f judges when a t t r i t io n  takes i t s  t o l l  

In  the meantime, o th er steps could be taken to ensure vigorous 

law enforcement. Ramsay C la rk , the A ttorney G eneral, was 

another advocate o f the breakdown o f law and o rd e r ,"  a lb e i t  

"unw itting ly"®  perhaps, and could be replaced. And W allace saw 

nothing wrong w ith  the a b i l i t ie s  o f  the n a tio n 's  lawmen: "Just

l e t  the  p o lic e  in  Memphis and L i t t l e  Rock and Los Angeles and 

New York enforce the law l ik e  they know how to enforce i t ,  

w ithout fe a r  or fa v o r , and w e 'l l  have peace in the  la n d .. .

One o f  the f i r s t  th ings he would do, as P res id en t, would be to 

give his moral support to  the  p o lic e  o f the country.?®

® Ib id ., p. 188.

® Ib id .. p. 188.

^ Ib id . , p. 186.

® Ib id . , p. 192.

® Ib id ., p. 189.

^ ° Ib id .
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Perhaps h is most famous anecdote concerns the d issenters  

to  the war in  V ie t  Nam and, in  a la rg e r  co n te x t, the supposed 

abuses being perpetrated  by those on the n a tio n 's  campuses in  

the  name o f  "academic freedom." W allace shows s p e c if ic a lly  how 

he would provide strong leadersh ip  when he recounts the  

story  o f  P resident Johnson's cavalcade's  being stopped when a 

war p ro te s to r la y  in  the path o f  the P res id en t's  autom obile.

I f  he were e lec ted  P res id en t, said W allace, "and a group o f  

anarch is ts  la y  down in  fro n t  o f my autom obile , i t ' s  gonna be 

the la s t  one they ever gonna wanna la y  down in  fro n t  of."??

And though on d ire c t  questioning W allace would not say th a t  

he meant to  run over such persons, the in ference  was c le a r  to  

a l l  who heard. C e rta in ly  the  stand was not a "sissy" one.

Changing Attorneys General would be b e n e fic ia l in

combatting d is s e n t, too , because W allace would have h is  c h ie f

leg a l o f f ic e r  seek an ind ictm ent aga inst anyone c a ll in g  fo r  a

communist v ic to ry , even though i t  be in  the name o f  academic

freedom. "And I say th a t  a few o f them ought to  be dragged

by the h a ir  on th e ir  heads and stuck under a good j a i l  and th a t

would stop th a t  and th a t 's  what we are gonna do when I  g e t to  
1 2

be P re s id en t."  Yes, W allace 's  s p e c ific s  made h is o r ie n ta tio n  

c le a r  on the issue o f crim e.

The most d is tu rb in g  area fo r  W allace was fo re ig n  a f f a i r s .

He had b u i l t  his re p u ta tio n  on h is domestic stands add had had 

no need to  deal w ith  the  in te rn a tio n a l s itu a t io n  w h ile  an Alabama

? ? Ib id .,  p . 190. 

?2lb id . .  p . 196.
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s ta te  p o l i t ic ia n .  As he appeared i l l  a t  ease when asked to  

discuss o th er than domestic m a tte rs , W allace would probably 

have been overjoyed to ignore fo re ig n  a f fa i r s  e n t ir e ly ,  but 

the concern o f the American people over the V ie t  Nam war would 

not l e t  him.

In  1964 th e  war had not taken on the character which i t

la te r  assumed under the increased American involvement o f  1965

and a f t e r ,  so W allace could get away w ith  re fu s ing  c o n fid e n tia l

b r ie fin g s  and re fu s in g  to deal w ith  the c o n f l ic t  as an issue.

But by 1968, the issue was a t the fo re fro n t  o f the campaign

and W allace c le a r ly  was not prepared to  deal w ith  i t .  The

section  o f  The Speech which tre a ts  the war is  the longest and

le a s t e f fe c t iv e  o f  the e n t ire  document. The whole o f  his

message can be summed up as fo llo w s: our a l l ie s  are p ro f it in g

from the p ro te c tio n  they d erive  from our "nuclear s h ie ld ,"

ye t they are not backing us up. We should t e l l  them th a t

" i f  you d o n 't help u s ...a n d  d o n 't q u it  tra d in *  w ith  the North

Vietnamese and th e  communist enemies o f  ours, we not on ly

gonna cu t o f f  fo re ig n  a id , but we gonna make you pay back every

dime you borrowed from us during and a f t e r  the two world wars."?®

By s im ila r  a c tio n  one might solve the supposedly complex

problem o f the gold d ra in :

And M r. DeGaulle e v id e n ta lly  wants to  
see the  American d o lla r  devalued, which 
has been devalued enough through 
in f la t io n a r y  processes in  our own 
country . When he has some d o lla rs  he

?®Ibid., p. 193.
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wants to  d ra in  our gold o u t  We ought
to  t e l l  Mr. DeGaulle " I f  you gonna 
keep on ta k in * gold fo ' yo ' do llahs
when you d o n 't have t o " . . . I  would ju s t
say "You owe us 7 b i l l io n  do llahs from  
World War I"  and w r ite  i t  up on the  
w a ll— "7 b i l l io n  d o lla h s "— "and when 
you wanted 100 m illio n  in  gold we'd  
ju s t  put 100 m ill io n  under i t  and 
subtrac t i t  and say 'you owe us s ix  
b i l l io n ,  nine hundred m il l io n . '" ? 4

Seen in  the  l ig h t  o f  "c a b -d riv in ' lo g ic "  th e  problem is  not 

in s o lu b le . "They say i t ' s  so complicated and i t  r e a l ly  is n ' t

a l l  th a t  com plicated, we ju s t  need some common sense in  some

o f  the decisions o f our government."?®

But our proper re la tio n s h ip  w ith  our a l l i e s  is  not the  

same as the p ro p rie ty  o f  our V ie t Nam involvem ent. For th is ,  

W allace had no c le a r  answer, except to  suggest th a t we should 

le a rn  not to  become u n ila te r a l ly  invo lved . In  fa c t ,  however, 

over 500,000 American servicemen were involved a t  th a t  tim e , 

which to  W allace and to  the persons o f  the South, whose sons 

have made up more than th e ir  p roportionate  share o f our f ig h t in g  

men, meant th a t the f i r s t  determ ination should be not the  

d e s ir a b i l i t y  o f  our involvement, but the s a fe ty  o f our boys 

overseas. Although he d id  not make i t  e x p l ic i t  in  The Speech, 

elsewhere W allace explained his stand:

I  would not abdicate c iv i l ia n  re ­
s p o n s ib il ity  to  the m il i ta r y  and 
say w e 'l l  l e t  the Jo in t Chiefs  
(o f  S ta f f )  decide when w e 'l l  f ig h t - -  
th a t 's  c iv i l ia n  re s p o n s ib ility .

? * Ib id . ,  p . 194-95. 

^^ Ib id . ,  p. 195.
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But I do fe e l th a t  once we are  in  
a war, then we should lean h e av ily  
on the J o in t Chiefs o f  S ta f f  to  
t e l l  us how to  f ig h t .  We should 
make an attem pt to win the war 
m i l i t a r i l y  in  Southeast A s ia .'®

He stood f ir m ly ,  although not always lo u d ly , on th e  side o f  "an 

h o norab le ...and  a successful conclusion."?7

The fo re ig n  p o licy  p o rtion  o f  The Speech was in v a r ia b ly  the  

weakest, even to the po in t th a t  he o ften  began to  lose his  

audience's ra p t a t te n t io n . Although the section began w ith  the  

a tte n t io n -g e tt in g  words "Vietnam ," there  was l i t t l e  d is c e rn ib le  

th re a t to hold together such desperate elements as the gold 

d ra in , Vietnam, a h is to ry  o f communist treachery  from 

World War I I ,  napalm, and transgressions o f  the concept o f  

dissent in  the name o f  academic freedom. The thread was th e re , 

the words were th e re , but the audiences were not always ab le  to  

fo llo w .

Even though, in  our p o l i t ic a l  system, we is o la te  our 

e le c tio n s  from the  d ire c t  id e n t if ic a t io n  w ith  "the issues" 

th a t one fin d s  in a country such as Great B r i ta in ,  and even 

in  the year which produced an e x tra o rd in a r ily  bland and issue- 

less campaign by our own standards from the winning P re s id e n tia l 

cand id ate , not even the  "Great Debates" o f 1960 the W allace  

e f f o r t  stands out fo r  f a i l in g  to  l iv e  up to  the  can d id ate 's  claims 

o f  g iv in g  s p e c ific s  on the issues. One knows how he fe e ls — his  

emotional o r ie n ta t io n — but is  hard-pressed to  f in d  an id e n t if ia b le  

"program" o f s p e c if ic  proposals fo r  concerted a c tio n  to  c o rrec t

?®(Wallace quoted in  Synon. op. c U . ,  p. 1 0 2 ). 
17

(W allace quoted in  synon. op. c i t . ,  p. 1 0 0 ).
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the problems e x ta n t in  American l i f e .

W allace may not have resembled an Adi a i Stevenson in  his  

treatm ent o f  the issu es , but h is speech nonetheless can be seen 

as contain ing  an e x tra o rd in a r i ly  powerful message fo r  c e rta in  

portions o f  the e le c to ra te . The appeal is  not so much th a t  which 

is  made e x p l ic i t  in  The Speech as i t  is  in  th a t which is  l e f t  

im p l ic it ;  and w h ile  W allace re je c ts  as p a te n tly  in v a lid  any 

attem pt to  go beyond the l i t e r a l  boundaries o f  The Speech in  

search o f  s ig n if ic a n c e , i t  is  in  ju s t  such a reading between 

the lin e s  th a t the o u tlin e s  o f  a potent appeal become v is ib le .

I f  these "issues" are  those upon which Wallace b u i l t  his  

appeal, they served as the core o f  h is campaign because o f  the  

emotive power o f  t h e ir  symbolism ra th e r  than any d e ta ile d  and 

workable so lu tion s  through which he proposed to  solve them.

What W allace d id , through use o f "the issues ,"  was to  conjure  

up a s e ries  o f  v is io n s  which expressed h is  sometimes v io le n t  

disapproval o f  sundry fac e ts  o f  modern l i f e ,  o fte n  supposed 

in ju s tic e s  su ffe red  a t  the hands o f the infamous "th ey". The 

Speech is  not p o e try , nor is  i t  on a high le v e l o f  ab s trac tio n ;  

f a r  from i t .  I t  is  one man's v is c e ra l,  "gut" re ac tio n s , which 

become s ig n if ic a n t  not because he is  a candidate fo r  President 

but because by expressing them he is  expressing the common o r ie n ­

ta t io n  o f  those who made up the Movement. By showing th a t they  

share a common bond o f  t r ib u la t io n .  The Speech serves to  demonstrate 

an in s ta n t and complete id e n t ity  between speaker and l is te n e r ,  an 

id e n t ity  which could c re a te  an emotional bond fa r  s tronger than 

th a t  which might r e s u lt  from the fo rce  o f  ideas over a s im ila r  span 

o f tim e.
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c e r ta in ly  personal fa c to rs  ought to  be seen as having 

played a major ro le  in  any in d iv id u a l's  determ ination whether 

to  support the W allace candidacy, although the data necessary 

to  suggest the precise  nature o f such personal fa c to rs  a re  not 

c u rre n tly  a v a ila b le  to  scholars; but by examining the group 

appeal o ffe re d  in  the W allace candidacy one might get some 

in d ic a tio n  o f a lowest common denominator to  h is fo llo w e r 's  

perceptions.

The person to  whom the W allace message was most appealing  

might w e ll have been a person who f e l t  th a t he had been shunted 

aside in  modern l i f e .  Not on ly  had his sense o f personal worth 

been lessened by having persons t e l l  him th a t he was no longer 

capable o f coping w ith  the com plexities o f  modern l i f e ,  when he 

once had f e l t  h im se lf e ff ic a c io u s , but the very foundations o f  

his e q u ilib riu m  had been d isturbed when those in  p o s itio n  to 

a u th o r ita t iv e ly  a llo c a te  values d ises tab lish ed  his personal code 

and replaced i t  w ith  one repugnant to  him.

A person o f such persuasion might w ell be one o f r e la t iv e ly  

l im ite d  education who, by a p p lic a tio n  o f  hard work and common 

sense, had ris e n  a notch o r two on the soc ia l scale and who had 

been accustomed to  v e r ify in g  his personal e ff ic a c y  through 

appeals to  his senses. He was, in  W allace 's  words, "the average 

man on the s t r e e t ."  He was "the bus d r iv e r , the truck d r iv e r ,  

the  b e a u tic ia n , the firem an , the policeman, and the

1®A1though i t  may w ell be im possible 1in g u s it ic a l ly  to  
" a llo c a te "  a "va lu e", Easton's famous phrase does 
re ta in  i t s  u t i l i t y  as a concept when accompanied by 
the  necessary caveat.
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s tee l w orker, the plumber, and th e  communication worker and the  

o i l  worker and the l i t t l e  business man."^® He could fe e l a t  one 

w ith  so c ie ty  because the dominant se t o f  values re fle c te d  v irtu e s  

such as h is own. He had come to  f in d  the s tatus quo a r e la t iv e ly  

to le ra b le  s ta te .

For persons o f th is  s o r t , change could be a powerful enemy.

With the p r o l ife ra t io n  o f a lte rn a tiv e s  occasioned by u rb a n iza tio n , 

a man no longer could have experienced a l l  those aspects o f l i f e  

on which he might be c a lle d  fo r  judgment; he could n o t, th e re fo re ,  

re ly  on ly  on common sense, fo r  he had not sensed re le v a n t th in g s .

He had to  go to  a h igher le v e l o f  a b s tra c tio n . But persons o f  

l im ite d  education might w ell not be ab le  to  make the s h i f t  from 

ego-centered to o ther-cen tered  reasoning. As a re s u lt  fo r  such a 

person the world could become a bew ildering  maze; others might t e l l  

him th a t  he was incapable o f  coping w ith  the increased com plexities  

and h is  only recourse— to  th a t which his own senses to ld  him— 

was no help: h is senses, to o , to ld  him th a t he was incapable o f

coping. By fe e lin g  bewildered and helpless when to ld  th a t he 

would be so, such an in d iv id u a l must have come to  doubt his personal 

worth; and when he perceived the values o f  the soc ie ty  no longer 

corresponded w ith  his own, a t  le a s t  the  doubt must have been ra ised  

in  h is mind as to  whether he r e a l ly  did possess T ru th . And i f  he 

did not possess T ru th , then he was in  fa c t  re je c t in g  h is e n t ire  

l i f e ' s  e f fo r ts  a t  best misguided and in  v a in .

I f  i t  is  a na tu ra l human response to  seek to  reduce a n x ie ty .

^^W allace, The Speech, p. 184.
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the s ta te  o f  a person in  whom such doubts have been ra is ed  might 

understandably be seen as in to le ra b le  and/or unstab le. He 

would seek in  some way to reso lve the doubts and to  re b u ild  his  

confidence in  h is personal w orth, w ith  i t s  tw in  components -  

e ff ic a c y  and re c titu d e . He might e ith e r  adapt to  h is changed 

s itu a t io n , o r he might seek to v in d ic a te  h is  former v is io n  o f  

h im se lf. For many such persons, any hope o f  the form er course 

was indeed s lim ; to th is  group, however la rg e  i t  may have been, 

the on ly  a lte rn a t iv e  was to  seek v in d ic a tio n . Y e t, alm ost by 

" d e f in it io n ,"  such a person would be incapable o f  completing the  

task h im se lf. I t  is  fo r  p re c is e ly  th is  person th a t th e  Wallace 

appeal could have had in c a lc u la b le  importance: he o ffe re d  to

res to re  the in d iv id u a l's  sense o f personal worth and a t  the same 

tim e a f f ix  any "blame" fo r  the period o f doubting ou ts ide the 

in d iv id u a l.

Seen in  th is  l ig h t ,  a l l  th a t  Wallace had to  do was to  

id e n t ify  h im self com pletely w ith  th is  so rt o f  person and suggest 

th a t ,  through the  b a llo t  box, th is  s o rt o f  person could become 

"established" once again in  the person o f George W allace. By 

expressing confidence in  th is  s o rt o f person, Wallace was also  

expressing confidence in  the v ia b i l i t y  o f  the  t ra d it io n a l re ­

sponses to  t ra d it io n a l problems. He d id  not o f fe r  "so lu tions"  

because to  have done so would have been redundant; he expressed 

his f a i t h  in  a people whose so lu tio n s  were w e ll known. He o ffe re d  

them the opportun ity  once again to  be in  the  d r iv e r 's  s e a t, w ith  

both le a d e r and fo llow ers  cognizant o f the course o f  ac tio n
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th a t  would be taken. When he said th a t his purpose was "to  

re s to re  back c o n s titu tio n a l government in  th is  c o u n try ,"20 his  

in te n t was c le a r .

A person bewildered by changing conditions might w ell be

fe a r fu l w h ile  the source o f his doubt and bewilderment remained

unknown; upon id e n tify in g  the causal fa c to r , h is fe a r  might

change to  resentm ent, w ith  anger a constant companion. Wallace

id e n t if ie d  the sources fo r  his fo llo w ers  and u t i l iz e d  th e ir

resentm ent. A n t i- in te lle c tu a lis m  is  one o f the h o aries t o f

American tra d it io n s  and W allace 's  in te l le c tu a l predecessor.

Populism, is  seen by some as prime exemplar. In  th is  modern

movement where the message was fo r  persons o f  l im ite d  education ,

what b e tte r  scapegoat than academics? According to  W allace,

they were the persons who had expressed a lack  o f f a i t h  in  the

a b i l i t y  o f the average man, which was h a lf  th e ir  crime:

"And th e y 've  looked down th e ir  noses a t  the
average man on the s tre e t  too lo ng  (T)hey
say 'We've gotta  w r ite  a g u id e lin e . We've 
gotta t e l l  you when to get up in the m o rn in .'
We've go tta  t e l l  you when to  go to  bed a t  n ig h t.
And we gonna t e l l  both national p a rtie s  the  
average m a n ...d o n 't need anybody to  w r ite  him a 
g u id e lin e  to  t e l l  him when to get u p . '"21

Not on ly  in  the area o f  e f f ic a c y , but in  values as w e ll ,  the

in te l le c tu a ls  were the  cause fo r  concern. Largely  in  the

name o f  academic freedom, th e  o ld  values were being p erverted .

Professors were c a ll in g  fo r  V ie t  Cong v ic to ry  and " lib e ra ls "

Z O lb id .. p . 183. 

21lb id . ,  p . 184-85.
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were coddling c r im in a ls . W allace pu lled  no punches; the c u l­

p r its  were e a s ily  id e n t if ia b le :  " Its  m il i ta n ts ,  a c t iv is ts ,

re v o lu tio n a r ie s , anarch is ts  and communists, th a ts  who."^^

Another t r a d it io n a l enemy o f  "the people" was the newspaper 

e d ito r ,  who had taken upon h im se lf the jo b  o f ad ju d ic a tin g  questions  

o f s o c ie ta l va lues. To people who found themselves in d isagree­

ment w ith  such e d ito rs , W allace was ab le  to bring com fort. The 

man who sets h im self up above h is peers and advocates values 

d if fe r e n t  from your own. W allace in e f fe c t  s a id , is  ju s t  one man. 

"And you are  one man and you one woman and your a t t itu d e  and mine 

is  ju s t  as good about these m atters or b e tte r  than th e ir s .

But W allace could do more than m erely asse rt th a t these 

persons were a t  f a u l t . . .h e  co u ld , by appealing to  sensory evidence 

"Truth" fo r  the so rt o f  person to  whom his message would be o f 

highest impact-even prove i t !  G u ideline w r ite r s , those who 

wanna t e l l  you how to  do," a re  themselves incompetent and 

th e re fo re  u n f i t  to t e l l  anyone e lse  "how to  do". Some o f 'em 

have pointed heads and c a in 't  even park a b icyc le  s t r a ig h t ."24 

Newspaper e d ito rs , to o , are  f a l l i b l e .

And when Castro was in  the h i l l s  o f Cuba 
they brought him up to  Washington and New 
York and they introduced him on national 
te le v is io n  as the George Washington 
o f Cuba and he was said  by the New York Times
to  be the Robin Hood o f  the Caribbean. ---------
And every cab d r iv e r  in  Alabama said he

^^ Ib id . ,  p. 188.

2 3 i b i d . .  p. 2 0 2 .

* * I b i d . .  p. 187.
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was a communist. By in s t in c t ,  they k n e w . 25 

The message was c le a r . Those who set themselves up as being 

b e tte r  than th e ir  fe llo w s — "pseudo-theoretic ians" and "pseudo­

socia l engineers"— had come out second best when p it te d  ag a in st 

the average man in  a search fo r  T ru th . The average man, in  

both e ff ic a c y  and va lues , stood v in d ic a ted . For one who saw

h im self as one o f W allace 's  average men, what more powerful 

appeal could be made?

W allace saw his ro le  c le a r ly .  As he remarked to Synon 

concerning a speech he was asked to  make:

And so the  Tennessee School Board was 
so disgusted about the takeover o f  
t h e ir  school system th a t  they decided 
th a t the best way to  l e t  them know they  
didn t  l ik e  i t  was to in v ite  me to come 
and make the  main speech. T h a t's  what 
they to ld  me, th a t "we in v ite d  you to show 
our resentment a t  the takeover o f  our 
schools in  Tennessee."26

He played the p a rt to  the  h i l t ,  provid ing the b e llic o s e  posture 

o f one who w i l l  aggressively  "Stand Up For America" and, im p l ic i t ly ,  

fo r  h is people 's  r ig h t  to re tu rn  to  th e  com fortable o ld  w a y s . 27 

Although the Confederate f la g ,  symbol as i t  is  o f  re b e ll io n ,  

im p l ic i t ly  stands fo r  the same th in g , an eq u a lly  approp riate  and 

more e x p l ic i t  rendering o f the message could have been achieved

Z^Ib id . ,  p. 202-203.

2®Synon. op,, c i t . ,  p. 79.

in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the Wallace message, see 
the ty p ic a l campaign advertisem ent in  Appendix 6*

he gained the appela tion  "the f ig h t in '  l i t t l e  judge" 
fo r  momentary defiance o f fe d e ra l a u th o rity  in  a 
voting  records d isp u te .
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by f ly in g  a f la g  from the tense period which culm inated in  the  

R evolutionary War: a snake, ready to  s t r ik e ,  accompanied by 

the words "Don't tread  on me."

As both spokesman and champion, the ro le  th a t  W allace was 

to  p lay  fo r  h is fo llo w ers  was s im ila r  to th a t which he performed 

fo r  h is Alabama co n stitu en ts  when he met w ith  the  contingent o f  

Alabama students a t  Harvard in  1964.28 The Harvard example is  but 

a microcosm o f the 1968 campaign, w ith  the l i s t  o f  b e n e fic ia r ie s  

expanded to  include not on ly  Alabamians but the  "average man on 

the s tre e t"  everywhere. "Average" men are the most numerous group 

in  the e le c to ra te ; the problem would be to  l e t  them a l l  know they 

had a champion.

But i f  th e  s tra te g y  was sound, and a l l  the " fa c ts "  generated  

by the  prim ary campaign suggested th a t  th is  was the case, W allace 

came to doubt the adequacy o f  his supporting o rg an iza tio n  fo r  

ca rry in g  out the ta c t ic a l maneuvers which a national campaign 

necess ita ted . Even his s t a f f  admits th a t  o rg an iza tio n  has never 

been W allace 's  strong s u it;2 9  i f  he were to  undertake a natio na l 

campaign on his own, he would have to  revamp h is  c o te r ie  o f  

te ch n ic ian s .

A fte r  the 1964 p rim aries , W allace set out to  b o ls te r  his  

campaign o rg a n iza tio n , to  d u p lica te  as best he could th e  appa­

ra tu s  through which the  major p a rtie s  execute th e ir  e le c to ra l

po
See above, p. 88-91 

29jones, p. 313.
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campaigns. He needed to  f in d  persons in  every s ta te  who could 

be tru s te d , persons who could man the o f f ic e s ,  s tu f f  the enve­

lopes, keep tabs on the p o l i t ic a l  pulse o f the s ta te , and see 

th a t the  b i l ls  were pa id . By and la rg e  he was re s tr ic te d  to per­

sons w ithout s ig n if ic a n t  p o l i t ic a l  experience or s ta tu re , because 

almost w ithout exception the upper le v e l fu n c tio n a ries  o f  the 

major p a rtie s  remained in  the fo ld .

The core o f  the campaign o rg an iza tio n  was r e a l ly  the  

secondary le v e l o f fo u r coordinators l ik e  Stan S ikes, a b r ig h t  

young lawyer from the  U n iv e rs ity  o f Alabama who, l ik e  many o th e r  

o f W allace 's  a id e s , had a t  one tim e been an employee o f  the  S ta te . 

I t  was the campaign c o o rd in a to r's  jo b  to  deal w ith  a l l  the cam­

paign 's  undertakings w ith in  a given se t o f  s ta te s , amounting to  

roughly a q u arte r o f  the n a tio n .

The range o f  d u ties  associated w ith  th is  post was wide 

indeed. In  every s ta te  the prime re q u is ite  was to  get on the 

general e le c tio n  b a l lo t ;  i t  was the c o o rd in a to r's  job  to  come 

to  g rip s  w ith  the s ta te  codes and then to arrange to  take  those 

steps necessary fo r  compliance, which ranged from gathering  a 

few hundred names on a p e t it io n  through g e ttin g  a set quote o f  

n o tarized  changes in  re g is tra t io n  per t e r r i t o r i a l  u n it ,  o r organ­

iz in g  s ta te  and /o r d is t r ic t  conventions fo r  p arty  members to  use 

in  nominating W allace fo r  P res id en t. ( In  Ohio the requirements  

were so s tr in g e n t—over 300,000 signatures w ith in  a s p e c ified  

tim e period— th a t  Wallace had to  appeal to  the U .S. Supreme 

Court to get h is  name on the b a l lo t ) .  I t  is  to  the  c re d it  o f  

the  fo u r coordinators th a t W allace became the f i r s t  th ird -p a r ty
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candidate in  h is to ry  to  be l is te d  on the b a llo t  o f every s ta te  

in  the Union.

G etting  on the b a l lo t  was the sine qua non and, as in  the  

case o f Ohio, a concern w ith  i t  alone could la s t  u n t i l  q u ite  

near the e le c t io n . Follow ing the successful completion o f th a t  

set o f  te c h n ic a li t ie s , however, la y  burdens o f  a fa r  d i f fe r e n t  

s o rt fo r  the ja c k -o f  a l l - t r a d e s  coo rd in ato rs . A p a r t ic u la r ly  

thorny problem was to hound the Wallace campaign almost from 

i t s  in cep tio n . While desirous o f  s tim u la tin g  the outpouring o f  

scarce re s o u rc e s -tim e , energy, and money— from campaign workers, 

W allace was a t  the same tim e wary o f  being used by myriad groups 

o f p o l i t ic a l  opportunists who viewed his campaign as a veh ic le  

which they could r id e  to  positions  o f p re s tig e  and in flu e n ce .

Such groups bode d is u n ity  and in te rn ec in e  s t r i f e ,  w ith  n e ith e r  

o f which W allace 's  overworked o rg an iza tio n a l s ta f f  could a ffo rd  

to  be concerned. Of a t  le a s t  equal import to  the candidate  

was the  worry th a t ,  by a llo w in g  c e rta in  types o f  fr in g e  p o l i t ic a l  

groups to  become associated w ith  him, he might destroy the meager 

s to re  o f  c r e d ib i l i t y  as a candidate to  be taken se rio u s ly  th a t  

he was beginning to  generate w ith  the  help o f  h is im placable  

enemies, the natio nal press. (As one o f  W allace 's  h ighest rank­

ing advisors put i t ,  "We always g o tta  worry about them kooks.")

The coord inator was a lso  supposed to make time to schedule 

the Governor's campaign appearances in  "h is" s ta tes  (which were 

not apportioned on the basis o f geographic c o n tin g u ity ) and to  

f u l f i l l  the re s t  o f  the ro le  o f the advance man. U n til the
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c a n d id a te 's h ea lth  broke down In  the  waning months o f the cam­

paign, the heavy schedule was always the same: f l y  in to  town fo r

an a ir p o r t  news conference in  mid-m orning, e a t a p r iv a te  lunch 

w ith  the la rg e  c o n trib u to rs  from th a t a re a , nap b r ie f ly  in  the  

aftern o o n , g ive a truncated version o f  The Speech a t  a $ 2 5 -a -  

p la te  fund ra is in g  d inner a t  the  la rg e s t d in ing  f a c i l i t y  in  

town, and then a r r iv e  an hour la te  fo r  an evening r a l l y ,  open to  

the p u b lic , a t  the  lo ca l aud itorium . P u b lic ity , re s e rv a tio n s , 

and press re la tio n s  were a l l  the  province o f  the coord inator in  

whose t e r r i to r y  th e  candidate happened to  be appearing. When the  

W allace entourage a c tu a lly  a rr iv e d  in  i t s  chartered a irp la n e s , 

the coord inator would o fte n  g ree t i t  a t  th e  a ir p o r t ,  tu rn  the  

hotel keys and la s t  minute data over to  B i l l  Jones and Mrs.

Dorothy G a rre tt , and then leave fo r  another in  the seemingly 

endless l i s t  o f  c i t ie s  to  be v is ite d .

I t  is  re a d ily  apparent th a t w ith  so many re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  

in  the hands o f so few tra in e d  personnel, any tim e which was 

taken up in  s e t t l in g  disputes between fa c tio u s  groups o f  backers 

was r e a l ly  tim e wasted. The case o f South C aro lina  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  

i l lu s t r a t i v e .  South C aro lina  was a s ta te  which went h ea v ily  fo r  

Goldwater in  1964 and which W allace was wont to  count as " h is " .

Even before h is o f f ic i a l  announcement o f  candidacy, r iv a l groups 

- " h a r d - l in e  seg reg atio n is ts"  on the one hand and "u ltraco n ser­

v a tiv es "  on the other^^ — were c la im ing to  be h is annointed in  th a t  

s ta te  and c irc u la t in g  p e tit io n s  to  ra is e  the 10,000 signatures  

requ ired  fo r  W allace 's  name to  appear on the general e le c tio n
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b a l lo t .  The candidate designated the W allace Forum A ssociation  

as the  " o f f ic ia l"  group in the s ta te , but the South C aro lina  

Independent Party  had c o lle c te d  the bulk o f  the s ign atu res .

The leader o f  th e  Independents, L. Maurice Bessinger, had made 

plans to  run a s la te  o f  candidates fo r  le s s e r o ff ic e s  under the  

W allace banner, includ ing  h im self as a candidate fo r  the Senate. 

Wallace s ta ffe rs  f e l t  th a t Bessinger was seeking on ly  to  get 

a l i f t  from W allace 's  c o a t ta i ls ,  but th a t  the  Governor would 

a c tu a lly  be harmed by asso cia ting  h im self w ith  a t ic k e t  

known to be r a c ia l ly  m otivated.

A b la ta n t ly  r a c is t  posture would, o f  course, a f fe c t  the n a t­

ional constituency Wallace sought fa r  d i f fe r e n t ly  from the South 

C aro lin ian s  to  whom i t  was p itch ed . And i t  was n a tio n a l considera­

tio n s  — the fe a r  o f  p a r t ic u la r ly  ac id  a ttacks  from the natio na l 

press — which w orried Wallace and moved him to d isasso c ia te  him- 

s e lf  from the lo ca l s la te . W allace headed o f f  such problems by 

d ec larin g  th a t  "he could not be associated w ith  s ta te  th ird -p a r ty  

movements th a t would l in k  him w ith  local can d id a te s ."31 

(He was la t e r  forced to go to  court to  keep his name from appearing  

on the South C aro lina  b a llo t  more than once. Under s ta te  law , 

votes fo r  r iv a l  s la te s  o f e le c to rs , even though pledged to  the same 

cand idate , could not be combined. W allace feared th a t  s p l i t t in g  his  

vote in  th a t  manner might cost him the s ta te . Whether from the  

in flu e n ce  o f  Strom Thurmond and Spiro Agnew or from the fa c tio n a lis m  

th a t plagued h is own camp, W allace fa i le d  to  c a rry  South C aro lina  in  

November).

31 Ib id .
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The decis ion  to  re fu se  to a llo w  candidates fo r  le s s e r o f f ic e s  

on the  American Independent Party  t ic k e t  is  a s ig n if ic a n t  one, 

a lto g e th e r in  keeping w ith  W allace's  " s ty le ,"  as i t  has developed 

over tim e, and w ith  his long-range b a tt le  p lan . W allace is  

e x tra o rd in a r i ly  concerned w ith  c o n tro llin g  every fa c e t o f  h is  

environm ent. In  i t s  most obvious form , th is  became a concern fo r  

his physical sa fe ty  ag a in st mob v io lence or assass in atio n . But 

the attem pts a t  contro l go fa r  deeper than mere sa fe ty  from 

b o d ily  harm; they go to  th e  very heart o f  his campaign s ty le .

There a re , n e c e s s a rily , th ree  components to  th is  environment 

to  which ought to  be c o n tro lle d , each o f which ought id e a lly  be 

id e n tic a l t o ,  or re in fo rc in g  o f ,  the o th er two. Of th e  th re e , 

the candidate can have le a s t  control over the image o f  him th a t  

is  presented through the media, because persons outside his  

contro l a re  c rea tin g  the product which w i l l  reach the e le c to ra te .  

He is  a b le , w ith  varying degrees o f s k i l l ,  to  contro l th a t which 

emanated from h im s e lf, whether i t  be prepared speeches, o f f - th e -  

c u ff  remarks, or p u b lic ity  and press releases from d ir e c t ly  

supervised s t a f f .  W allace has over tim e been remarkably 

successful in  his attem pt to remain in te r n a lly  c o n s is te n t, 

though c o n s is te n tly  o ffe r in g  nothing but a narrowly-based message 

may not have proved p a r t ic u la r ly  e ffic a c io u s  in  the 1968 campaign 

(see below ).

But in te rn a l consistency r e a l ly  im plies being a b le  to  contro l 

not only the  emanations o f  one's own mouth, but also th a t  which 

is  said and done by one's supporters— those persons w ith  whom one
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is  id e n t if ie d  by the  media and by the e le c to ra te . I t  was to  the good 

o f W allace 's  image as he perceived i t ,  then , th a t he re s tra in  his  

fo llo w ers  from v io lence  th a t  could be d ir e c t ly  t ie d  to  h is  presence 

or views. I t  was thus o f  utmost importance to r e je c t  being iden­

t i f i e d  w ith  the Klan or o ther such groups which are  looked down 

upon by the bulk o f  the American e le c to ra te .

I t  was to th is  end th a t  W allace refused to a llo w  the Ameri­

can Independent P arty  lab e l to  any candidates fo r  le s s e r o f f ic e s .  

W hile being on such a t ic k e t  might have been b e n e fic ia l to  such 

a s p ira n ts , W allace f e l t  th a t ,  as he^would lead the  t ic k e t  almost 

anywhere, he had nothing to  gain in  the way o f votes. There was 

ta lk  th a t  c e r ta in  wealthy p o l i t ic a l  hopefuls would bankro ll the  

W allace t ic k e t  in  a s ta te  in  order to  be given the op portun ity  

to seek o f f ic e  on i t  and to  b e n e fit  from W allace 's  supposedly 

broad c o a t ta i ls ;  but in the e a r ly , lean days o f  th e  campaign 

W allace chose to re je c t  th is  form o f funding . The r is k  to  

the  image from being associated w ith  a bunch o f "kooks" whom he 

could not contro l was ju s t  too g re a t .32

P ra c tic a l necessity  forced Wallace to  modify h is ban 
on candidates fo r  le s s e r o ff ic e s  ( in  one in s ta n c e ). His 
r ig h t  to  appear on the b a llo t  had been challenged in  
only one state--O klahom a. (S ta te  law provides th a t  
the b a l lo t  sh a ll not be open to candidates who have 
advocated th e  overthrow o f the government through 
fo rce  o r v io le n c e ). Part o f  the controversy came 
to cen ter on the re la tio n s h ip  th a t ex is ted  between 
W allace and the  th ird -p a r ty  advocates in  the s ta te  
who came to  adopt the A . I .P .  la b le . In  t h e ir  defense, 
the s ta te  p arty  chairman, Reuel L i t t l e  o f  M a d il l ,  
argued th a t  h is  p arty  was much more than a v e h ic le  
fo r  W allace s P re s id e n tia l am bitions; he argued th a t  
the p a rty  had come f i r s t  in  the causal chain and 
th a t i t  had planned to  contest the e le c tio n  a t  
various le v e ls  long before the advent o f  W allace  
as a P re s id e n tia l hopefu l. They had looked fo r  good 
candidates to  put fo r th ,  had found W allace, among
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Aga1n i t  is  obvious th a t  W allace was foregoing immediate 

g r a t if ic a t io n s  fo r  success in  the longer run; he is  preoccupied 

w ith  not making p o l i t ic a l  m istakes, fo r  he knows how many years o f  

e f f o r t  can be requ ired  to  overcome even a s in g le  s l ip .  I f  his  

re a l aim were beyond 1968, he would not be ab le  to take the  

expedient but h ig h -r is k  course in  h is t r i a l  run.

Foreclosing the p o s s ib il i ty  o f  any candidates fo r  

le s s e r o ff ic e s  was a decision reached q u ite  e a rly  in  the  

campaign and r e f le c ts  not a l i t t l e  o f  W allace 's  e x p e rie n tia l 

n a tu re . Never had he run as a p a rt o f  a team, which was a power­

fu l argument fo r  adopting th a t s tra teg y  on the natio na l scene.

He has not expressed the w illin g n es s  to  tamper w ith  the responses 

th a t  have appeared to  b rin g  him p o l i t ic a l  success in e a r l ie r  

races, even though h is p o s itio n  in the n a tio n a l p o l i t ic a l  arena 

was in  no way s im ila r  to  th a t  which he had come to  master in  

fa c tio u s  Alabama Democratic p o l i t ic s ,  where a cand id ate 's  personal 

fo llo w in g  was o f  supreme im portance.33

But he was unable to  avoid having a t  le a s t one o th e r name on 

the t ic k e t ,  th a t  o f  h is  V ic e -P re s id e n tia l running mate. His

32 (Continued)
o th e rs , and the  p arty  convention had voted to  ask 
W allace to  be " th e ir"  candidate fo r  P res id en t. To 
support th is  version o f  the genesis o f  the p a rty , 
W allace d id  a llo w  a candidate fo r  U .S. Senate,
George Washington, to  run on the A . I .P .  la b e l ,  as i f  
to  demonstrate th a t he could e x e rt no contro l over 
the actions o f  an autonomous group o f  p o l i t ic a l  
a c t iv is ts .  (W allace was r ig h t  about the  absence 
o f a 'reverse  c o a tta ils "  e f fe c t :  Washington got 2% 
o f  the v o te , w h ile  W allace p ile d  up 20% in  the  same 
s t a t e ) .

33$ee V.O. Key, 0£. e f t . ,  p. 36-57 .
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choice o f a running mate was to  prove his biggest e rro r  

o f commission. And w h ile  the  man a c tu a lly  chosen fo r  the post. 

General C u rtis  E. LeMay, was an e x tra o rd in a r ily  bad choice, given  

the needs o f the campaign, W allace would have found i t  d i f f i c u l t  

to  have almost anyone in  the ro le .

Q uite probably W allace would have been b e tte r  o f f  w ithout 

a V ic e -P re s id e n tia l cand id ate , given the character o f the campaign 

he was running and th e  l i s t  o f men from which he could draw.

A running mate was necessary in  order to  get on the b a llo t  in  

several s ta te s , scrnie o f  them in s ig n if ic a n t  in  terms o f national 

p o lit ic s  o r o f  W allace 's  appeal. To th is  end, former Governor 

Marvin G r i f f in  o f  Georgia had agreed to  be a s ta n d -in , but under 

the cond ition  th a t he would serve in  name on ly; he d id  not want 

to  campaign a c t iv e ly .  (Indeed , when the Wallace caravan reached 

A tla n ta , G r i f f in  made on ly a token appearance. The major 

p a rt o f the remarks from lo ca l supporters th a t  n ight came from 

Roy H a rr is , long a power in  the s ta te , who remarked: "There's only

one issue in  th is  campaign: n - i - g - g - e - r l " )  The o th er technical 

disadvantage which the lack o f  a running mate would have caused, 

and th a t only i f  the assumption is  made th a t Wallace were a c tu a lly  

to  win the Presidency, is  th a t as President he would have been 

deprived o f  the  in flu en ce  o f  the presid ing  o f f ic e r  and the t i e -  

breaking vote in  the Senate.

1968 is  a p a r t ic u la r ly  good example o f  how the Vice 

P re s id e n tia l candidates can a id  the national t ic k e t .  Despite  

the  fun which the press had w ith  Agnew*s malapropisms i t  is  

evident th a t  h is  presence on the Republican t ic k e t  was a
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s ig n if le a n t fa c to r  in  help ing N ixon's candidacy in  some s ta te s . 

Senator Muskie's placement on the  b a l lo t  was also o f  dem onstrative  

value fo r  the Democrats. But W allace was unable to  f in d  a p o li t ic ia n  

o f national s ta tu re  who was w i l l in g  to  jo in  in  the venture. In  

June the W allace camp was buzzing w ith  rumors o f a to p -le v e l 

p o lit ic ia n  who was to  be announced "im m ediately" as the Alabamian's 

running mate, but the d e a l, were th ere  ever one, f e l l  through.

Knowing W allace 's  d es ire  to contro l his environment, i t  is  

reasonable to  discount the speculation  th a t the mystery p o l i t ic ia n  

was to  have been Louise Day H icks. Even had her stock risen  from 

winning the Boston m ayoralty ra ce . W allace is  fa r  too as tu te  a

p o lit ic ia n  to  have sought out one o f such monumental p o l i t ic a l  

in e p titu d e .

W allace seems to  have put o f f  rep lac ing  G r i f f in  as long as 

possible; but a running mate was. a f t e r  a l l ,  another o f the 

trappings o f a " re a l"  p o l i t ic a l  p arty  and W allace was always 

concerned w ith  appearing a v ia b le , serious candidate, one fo r  

whom a vote ( i f  c as t) would not be wasted. When the p o lls  

suggested th a t he might be lo s ing  some o f the strength he 

had garnered in August, he f e l t  a need to re s u s c ita te  his 

campaign by the c rea tio n  o f big news. He sent up a t r i a l  balloon  

w ith  the name o f form er Governor A.B. "Happy" Chandler o f  Kentucky 

attached , but members o f  The Movement responded w ith  c r ie s  o f  

outrage and the name was re tra c te d .

W allace and h is s t a f f  were obsessed w ith  g e ttin g  a b ig  

name fo r  th e  V ic e -P re s id e n tia l spot on the t ic k e t ;  f a i lu r e
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to  do so would be im p l ic i t  admission o f  th e ir  secondary s ta tu s . 

But i t  was c le a r  th a t  he was going to  have to  modify in  some 

way h is demand fo r  a p o l i t ic ia n  o f  n a tio n a l s ta tu re . The 

id ea l was composed o f th ree  p a rts : fame, n a tio n a l (as opposed 

to s e c tio n a l) s ta tu re , and p o l i t ic a l  e x p e rtis e . But Wallace 

had been given the cold shoulder by a un ited fro n t  o f p o lit ic ia n s  

during his prim ary campaign in  1964, and even the Southern 

Democratic establishm ent was le e ry  a f t e r  he bo lted  the fo ld  

fo r  h is th ir d -p a r ty . His hopes fo r  achieving his f u l l  ideal 

exhausted, W allace was forced to  set p r io r i t ie s  fo r  choosing 

among the a lte rn a tiv e s  a v a ila b le  to  him; apparen tly  wishing  

to  avoid any fu r th e r  id e n t if ic a t io n  as a sectiona l candidate, 

he re je c te d  a l l  "name" p o lit ic ia n s  as being o f th a t s tr ip e .  

In s te ad , he chose a man devoid o f  p o l i t ic a l  experience but 

who had a national re p u ta tio n — C u rtis  E. LeMay, r e t ire d  

A ir  Force General.

In  re tro s p e c t, the decis ion  was an obvious b lunder, but i t  

cannot have seemed so a t  the  tim e i t  was made. Having always 

campaigned a lon e, W allace could not have f e l t  th a t he needed 

s p e ll-b in d in g  o ra to ry  or fa r -s ig h te d  program proposals from  

his running mate. N e ith e r d id  he need a sectional candidate; 

a man w ith  pure ly  Southern appeal would re in fo rc e  him ju s t  

where he was a lread y  the s tro n g es t, would probably destroy  

the n a tio n a l image which W allace was attem pting  to  b u ild ,  

and would probably bring enemies in  the barga in . What he needed 

was someone who had no p o l i t ic a l  enemies, someone who would
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re  in fo rce  the t ic k e t  as one being worthy o f  t r u ly  n a tio n a l 

c o n s id e ra tio n , and someone who would demonstrate through the  

mere fa c t  o f  h is presence th a t  W allace's  candidacy had won the  

approval o f  a so lid  section o f the Establishm ent. LeMay f i t t e d  

in  w ell w ith  a l l  o f these requirem ents.

Actual experience was to  demonstrate the one major f la w  in  

th e ir  arrangement. W allace appears to have assumed th a t  running 

w ith  LeMay would n a tu ra lly  be the same as when he ran w ith  his  

on ly  o ther "running m ate," his w ife  L u rleen , who was the nominal 

candidate fo r  Governor o f Alabama in  1966 when W allace was blocked 

by law (and the s ta te  le g is la tu re )  from succeeding h im se lf in  

th a t  post. At th a t tim e , Lurleen would do l i t t l e  more than 

in troduce her husband and then r e t i r e  to hear th e  speech which he 

o ffe re d  and on which she was e le c ted . But someone f a i le d  to  

impress upon LeMay the  proper way to  f u l f i l l  h is  r o le .  From the  

very day he was announced, the press and the American e le c to ra te  

were tre a te d  to  the s ig h t o f  a p o li t ic a l  p a r a lle l to  Alphonse and 

Gaston. LeMay was shipped to  V ie t  Nam on a " fa c t- f in d in g "  to u r ,  

but i t  is  not unreasonable to assume th a t the rea l v ir tu e  o f  h is  

going to  V ie t  Nam was th a t i t  removed him from pub lic  s c ru tin y . 

Out o f  s ig h t, out o f  mind must have been W allace 's  hope.

LeMay's appointment may well have re fle c te d  a s ig n if ic a n t  

change in  the d ire c tio n  o f W allace's  campaigning, both in  1968 

and fo r  any fu tu re  p o l i t ic a l  ventures. W allace 's  d ec lin e  in  the  

p o lls  began almost coterm inously w ith  his naming o f LeMay, and 

thus could not have been in  i t s e l f  a causal fa c to r  in  th a t
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a c t .  But th e  p o lls  may have played a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  by 

in d ic a tin g  th a t  W allace 's  V ie t Nam p o s itio n  was not a winning  

one w ith  the vo te rs . A month before e le c tio n  day, a t  a 

tim e when W allace was holding a t  around 20% o f the national 

samples, p o lls te r  Louis H arris  found th a t  l i t t l e  more than 

h a lf  th a t  number f e l t  th a t  Wallace would do the best jo b  

in  V ie t  Nam, as they placed him a d is ta n t and dismal la s t  

in  the b a l lo t in g .34 Compared w ith  his showing against the  

o th er two contenders on the questions o f "race" and "law and 

o r d e r /  in  which he was given 26%, W allace's treatm ent o f  the  

war was c le a r ly  h is weak p o in t .35

Under such circum stances, the p o s s ib il i ty  o f p icking  up 

a running mate whose s tren g th , i f  any, would be in  the most 

needed area may have seemed p ro v id e n tia l. But, from the 

moment th a t  LeMay made pub lic  the sentiments "Bomb 'em back 

in to  the stone age," he probably cost more votes than he 

gained. As W allace 's  d ec lin e  in  the p o lls  began to  become 

p rec ip ito u s  upon LeMay's a r r iv a l ,  i t  is  tempting to suggest 

th a t  his u n a c c e p ta b ility  to  th e  e le c to ra te  was the cause; 

but the c o rre la t io n  may w ell be spurious. On the basis o f  the  

l im ite d  evidence a v a ila b le , a l l  one can say is  th a t  LeMay 

ran behind W allace in  t r i a l  h e a ts .3®

34"The H arris  Survey," P h ilade lp h ia  In q u ire r . O ct. 7 , 1969. 

^®"The H arris  Survey," The Boston Globe, Sept. 30, 1969.

3G"The H a rris  Survey," The P h ilade lp h ia  In q u ire r . O ct. 21, 1968.
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I t  would appear th a t  LeMay's presence d id  not even 

serve to  b o ls te r  the t ic k e t  on the V ie t  Nam issu e . In  a 

survey published October 7 , 1968, which could not have 

re fle c te d  s ig n if ic a n t  p u b lic  cons id era tio n  o f th e  LeMay 

candidacy, which had been announced a scant fo u r days before , 

W allace was the choice o f  26% o f  those voters who might be 

termed "Hawks" and o f  on ly  15% o f  th e  "Doves." By October 28, 

however, a f t e r  the impact o f the  LeMay p o s itio n  would have 

become r e la t iv e ly  widespread, W allace 's  standing among the  

same groups had a c tu a lly  regressed s l ig h t ly ,  to  25% and 15% 

re s p e c tiv e ly . And w h ile  there  were undisputably o th er fa c to rs  

th a t  served to  s t r ip  W allace o f  some strength  over th a t  two 

week span, LeMay's impact would seem to  have been o f  n e g lig ib le  

b e n e fit  even in the area presumably h is  s tro ngest.

But the naming o f LeMay may have had a s ig n ific a n c e  

fa r  g re a te r  than those votes which he gained o r lo s t  the  

Movement. That LeMay's strength  supposedly la y  in  the  

campaign's weak spot could , o f  course, have been coincidence  

and nothing more. But i f  i t  were not mere chance, then i t  

marked the f i r s t  pub lic  in d ic a tio n  th a t  W allace had given  

second thoughts to  the m ate ria l o f which his campaign appeal 

was made. From the moment he had tas ted  success in  the 1964 

Wisconsin prim ary, W allace had assumed th a t success would 

come from exposing his message, simple and lim ite d  as 

i t  was, to  enough o f the e le c to ra te . Everything was o rien ted  

around The Speech, which he pushed c o n tin u a lly , in  speeches
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te le v is io n  programs, and the press, fo r  over fo u r years , 

in te n s iv e ly  fo r  over fo u r s o lid  months. He had f e l t  exposure 

to  be the key, and exposure he go t.

Although the evidence is  no b e tte r  than c irc u m s ta n tia l, 

i t  is  p la u s ib le  to  b e lie ve  th a t ,  toward the end o f  the  

campaign, W allace came to  see the paucity  o f his message. His 

p o p u la rity  was d e c lin in g  in  the p o lls , but not because his  

message had fa i le d  to e l i c i t  passionate fo llo w ers h ip  among the  

f a i t h f u l .  The zeal w ith  which his new converts comported 

them selves, taken w ith  the s e l f - s e le c t iv i t y  fe a tu re , is  the  

most l i k e ly  exp lanation  fo r  W allace 's  tremendous showing in  

the amateur p o lls  taken by rad io  and te le v is io n  s ta tio n s , s ta te  

and county f a i r s ,  and the l i k e .  But, perhaps l ik e  Goldwater— 

who in  1964 doubtless overestim ated th e  number o f  "stay a t  home 

conservatives" w a itin g  in  the wings fo r  a candidate o f th e ir  

1 ik in g — W allace may have misjudged the breadth o f  his appeal.

He might reasonably have come to b e lie ve  th a t  his message had 

reached the bulk o f those to  whom i t  would n a tu ra lly  appeal, 

which is  to  say th a t  he had overestim ated the number o f  persons 

who shared his fe a r ,  resentm ent, in d ig n a tio n , and re tr ib u t io n  

percep tions , o r  underestim ated the strength  o f th e ir  t ie s  to  

the t r a d it io n a l p a r t ie s .

Under the circum stances, the ra tio n a l s tra teg y  would have 

to  be d iv e r s ify  th e  message, to  add whole groups in  the e le c to ra te  

as possib le  converts by addressing on ese lf to  Issues which, 

u n lik e  th e  previous ones, would be s a lie n t  to  them. I t  appears
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th a t  naming LeMay might have been ju s t  such a step fo r  W allace.

And w h ile  debatable in  i ts  s ig n ific a n c e  when seen as an is o la te d  

event, th is  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the LeMay candidacy takes on more 

the a i r  o f  v e ra c ity  when seen in  conjunction w ith  the re le a s e , 

on October 13 , 1969, o f the American Independent P a rty 's  p la tfo rm .

N orm ally, in  American p o l i t ic s ,  the p latfo rm  is  generated  

and approved a t  the. nominating convention and bears the stamp 

o f the fa c tio n  th a t successfu lly  c o n tro lle d  the p a rty 's  

P res id e n tia l nomination. But w ith  the American Independent 

P a rty , which did not even hold a natio na l convention, the  

s itu a tio n  was q u ite  d i f fe r e n t .  Although plagued by fa c tio n a lis m  

as is  any o th e r p o li t ic a l  p a rty , th ere  was never any doubt o f  the  

o r ig in  and reason fo r  being o f the A IP. The fa c t  th a t  some o f 

the d iss id en t groups had e x is ted  p r io r  to  W allace 's  e n try  on the  

n atio n a l scene in  no way d e trac ts  from the primary o f  his ro le  

in  making those groups p art o f  a s ig n if ic a n t  natio na l movement. 

Besides the f c t  th a t he provided what appeared to  be a v ia b le ,  

ac tio n ab le  a lte r n a t iv e  around which such groups could coalesce, 

the p o l i t ic a l  resources, campaign o rg a n iza tio n , and message 

o f the AIP were due overwhelmingly to  but one man—George W allace.

Due to  the primacy o f h is ro le  in  the A IP , W allace did not 

have to  t r e a t  w ith  o th e r c h ie fta in s  in generating h is  message; 

no r, u n lik e  o th e r P re s id e n tia l nominees, d id  he have to temper 

the stand o f his p a rty 's  p la tfo rm  so th a t nominees fo r  a l l  

manner o f le s s e r o ff ic e s  in a l l  sections o f  the country could 

" l iv e  w ith  i t . "  As a p latfo rm  is  one o f  the trappings to  which
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th e  e le c to ra te  has become accustomed In  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ie s ,

whether they be major o r m inor. W allace from tim e to  tim e

was asked whether he had a p la tfo rm  and I f  so when I t  would

be re leased . Over th e  sumner months W allace would re p ly  th a t

they were considering such a document and th a t they were

working to  draw I t  up. The basic o u tlin e s  o f the p la tfo rm .

those points o u tlin e d  In  the Preamble, were Id e n t if ie d

a t  the Oklahoma c i t y  hearings In  A p r i l .  1968. as representing

th e  p a r ty 's  p la tfo rm , y e t the completed document was not

re leased to  the p u b lic  u n t i l  October 13. 1968. scarcely  th ree

weeks before the end o f  th e  campaign. In  no way d id  W allace In d ic a te

th a t the c re a tio n  o f the p la tfo rm  was a h ig h -p r io r ity  p ro je c t.

I t  IS possib le th a t  i t  was the lack  o f  manpower, when combined 

w ith  the emphasis on exposure o f  The Speech, ra th e r  than d e lib e ra te  

s ta l l in g  th a t  delayed com pletion o f  the P la tform  u n t i l  mid-October 

and th a t I t  was re leased Im e d la te ly  upon com pletion. 8u t an 

a lte r n a t iv e  hypothesis Is  perhaps more p la u s ib le . Such a l in e  o f  

th in k in g  suggests th a t  th e  p la tfo rm  was Issued as a supplement fo r  

The Speech upon the reco g n itio n  th a t the message in  The Speech, 

i f  not broadened, would not be s u f f ic ie n t  to  generate a winning body 

o f  support. In  th is  c o n te x t, a broadened appeal would produce 

two desired  e f fe c ts :  f i r s t  and forem ost, an appeal to  the e le c to ra te  

on an expanded range o f Issues would operate to  Increase the number 

o f  possib le converts by touching on a w ider range o f  topics th a t  

voters  found s a lie n t ;  o f  secondary s ig n if ic a n c e , a v o te r fo r  whom 

th e  big th re e  Issues o f  The Speech were s a lie n t  m ight nonetheless
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f in d  h im se lf more f irm ly  attached to the  party  because o f the 

agreement which he f e l t  w ith  W allace's  p o s itio n  on le s s e r issues, 

much as we envis ion  the behavior o f  man in  p lu r a l is t  so c ie ty  or  

G u lliv e r  in  L i l l i p u t .

There is  a danger, o f course, to a p o l i t ic ia n 's  making his 

views known on a wide range o f co n tro vers ia l to p ic s . I t  is  a 

commonplace o f  American p o li t ic s  th a t the major p arty  ou t o f power 

takes a more s tr id e n t  tone in  i t s  campaigning th a t the party  in  

power, and th a t  the most s tr id e n t tone o f a l l  is  l e f t  to  the th ird  

p a rtie s  and s p lin te r  movements. C e rta in ly  the major p a rtie s  

have, over tim e , faced a much broader range o f concerns than 

have the d is s id e n t movements which a ris e  from tim e to tim e because 

th e ir  s p e c if ic  demands are not met by the major p a rtie s  -  movements 

which d ie  out when th e ir  p o s itio n  is  co-opted by a major p a rty .

I f  i t  is  tru e  th a t  Americans vote a g a in s t, ra th e r  than fo r ,  the  

bulk o f  th e ir  p o l i t ic a l  a lte rn a t iv e s , then s trid en cy  is  in  order 

only  on those top ics  from which one can expect a p o s itiv e  net 

re tu rn  in  the form o f votes.

I t  would appear th a t  W allace played the ro le  o f  le a d e r o f a 

narrowly focused s p lin te r  movement u n til he perceived th a t  he had 

m ilked the  appeal to  i t s  lim its  and th a t  i t  was not good enough; 

and th a t  he then turned to an a lte rn a te  s tra te g y  -  th a t  o f  assuming 

the various encumbrances o f  a major p a rty . These included a V ic e -  

P re s id e n tia l candidate who conveniently  could have been taken on to  

shore up a major weak spot; a fa r-ra n g in g  and r e la t iv e ly  c a th o lic  

p la tfo rm  ( r e la t iv e  to th a t which had proceeded i t  from the Wallace 

camp); and a tone o f  moderation u n c h a ra c te ris tic  o f  o th e r Wallace
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pronouncements. Had W allace been anxiously w a itin g  fo r  the com pletion  

o f  the p la tfo rm , he could have considerably broadened his appeal 

(and given a needed hypo to  his press coverage) by re le as in g  th e  

various planks as they were f in a l iz e d  by h is s t a f f .  Major p a rty  

candidates o ften  have d e a lt  w ith  th e re to fo re  unexplored issues 

from tim e to  tim e in  what have become known as "major p o lic y  addresses,"  

but w h ile  W allace 's  drumbeaters c o n tin u a lly  proclaimed h is evening 

address as such— a "major" one— i t  was always the same. The Speech.

The fa c t th a t he held the e n t ire  p latfo rm  in reserve u n t i l  

he began to  s l ip  suggests th a t i t  was a p a rt o f a new conception  

o f the needs o f the campaign; th a t he d id  not make e f f ic ie n t  use 

o f h is p latfo rm  a f te r  once having chosen to re lease  i t  suggests 

again th a t he had not f u l ly  prepared fo r  the sudden tu rn  th a t the  

campaign took. (The p ro tes ta tio n s  by W allace and his s t a f f  th a t  

they paid no a tte n tio n  to  the p o lls  should not be taken s e rio u s ly ,  

i t  would seem; they always were the  f i r s t  to  know o f  and to  

broadcast any re su lts  which they deemed fa v o ra b le . I t  is  to  be 

assumed, then , th a t the campaign could in  fa c t  have been run w ith  

pu b lic  o p in ion , as measured by the p o lls , a de term in an t.)

The major undertakings o f the 1968 campaign a l l  seem to po int 

to  W allace 's  s tra teg y  as having been one o f  aiming fo r  1972, 

w ith  but minimal expectations o f  success a t  the b a l lo t  box in  

his f i r s t  f u l l  scale  natio na l undertaking. Even when he must 

have been w orried  th a t he might f a l l  short o f  one o f  those minimal 

goals— coming to  hold th e  balance o f  power in  the E le c to ra l 

C ollege— he chose to seek help in  the short run w ith  an a lte rn a t iv e  

which was geared to  f i t  in to  the long range goal o f  b u ild in g  a
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th ird  major p a rty . Increased s trid en cy  was another a lte rn a t iv e  

fo r  short-run  a ss is tan ce , as demonstrated by Louise Day Hicks in  

her s h r i l l  appeals to  racism in  the waning days o f  the Boston 

m ayoralty race . C e rta in ly  th is  would have been an e a s ie r course 

fo r  W allace to  fo llo w . The fa c t  th a t he did not do so is  o f  added 

s ig n ific a n c e .

With no more than the o rg an iza tio n  extan t during the 1964 

prim aries , W allace could expect to  do w ell in  the South in  fu tu re  

P re s id e n tia l e le c tio n s . I f  he could secure the e le c to ra l votes 

of the Confederate s ta te s , a reasonable expectation  given a 

fu l l - s c a le  campaign e f f o r t  in  the  a re a , he might w ell hold the  

balance o f power in  the  E le c to ra l College by depriv ing  any candidate  

o f the 270 e le c to ra l votes necessary to  win the Presidency.

This had been the t r a d it io n a l "Southern p la y ."  But the myth th a t  

winning the South was a necessary co nd itio n  to  winning the Presidency 

had been re fu ted  in  1964 (when f iv e  Deep South s ta tes  and his home 

s ta te  o f  Arizona were the only e le c to ra l votes th a t Barry Goldwater 

won) and 1948 (when Truman won re e le c tio n  desp ite  the d e fec tio n  o f  

fo u r Southern s ta tes  to  then-Democrat Strom Thurmond w ith  the  

Southern p ro te s t v o te ) .  Though W allace f e l t  Goldw ater's e f fo r t  

had been h o rr ib ly  in e p t , the South's image as a p r iz e  must have 

been somewhat ta rn ish ed  in  the bargain .

The idea th a t one might hold the balance o f power in  the  

e le c to ra l c o lleg e  by winning enough e le c to ra l votes to  deprive  

any candidate o f the necessary 270 a lso  requ ires  exam ination.

The e le c to ra l c o lle g e  is  the device designed by our Founding 

Fathers fo r  e le c tin g  the P resident and V ic e -P re s id e n t. I t  con­

s is ts  o f  538 independent actors  (e le c to rs )  apportioned to  each
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s ta te  in  the same numbers as th a t  s ta te 's  to ta l o f  United States  

Senators and R epresentatives. The 23rd Amendment has a lso  granted  

th re e  e le c to ra l votes to the people o f  the D is t r ic t  o f Columbia even 

though they are denied Congressional rep res e n ta tio n , thus ra is in g  

the to ta l  o f  e le c to ra l votes to  538.

The manner o f  choosing those persons who shall be e le c to rs  

is  l e f t  to  the in d iv id u a l s ta te s . Out o f  the myriad v a ria tio n s  

on th is  theme a rises  the s a lie n t  fa c t:  e le c to rs  are  persons whose 

p artisan sh ip  is  known fa r  in  advance o f  the general e le c tio n  date 

and whose sole c la im  to the o f f ic e ,  save long years o f  dedicated  

serv ice  to  the p a r ty , is  th a t  th e ir  e le c to ra l vo te , should they 

be c a lle d  upon to  cast i t ,  is  a b s o lu te ly  p re d ic ta b le . When one 

casts a b a llo t  fo r  P res id en t, one is  a c tu a lly  voting fo r  a s la te  

o f e le c to rs , even though th e ir  names may not appear on the b a l lo t .

I t  is  the  cu rren t p ra c tic e  in  a l l  50 s ta tes  th a t  the s la te  o f 

e le c to rs  which accumulates the g re a tes t number o f  popular votes 

w ith in  the s ta te  be allowed to  cast the to ta l number o f  e le c to ra l 

votes a llo c a te d  to  th a t s ta te  in  the e le c to ra l c o lle g e . (This  

need not be the case, and some s ta tes  have in  the past e x p e ri­

mented w ith  fra c t io n a tin g  th e ir  vote in  various ways, but i t  does 

serve to  maximize each s ta te 's  p o l i t ic a l  "c lo u t"  and, as such, is  

deemed d e s ira b le  by p o l i t ic ia n s ) .

P arty  re g u la r ity  is  o f  supreme importance in  designating  

p o te n tia l e le c to rs , because persons holding th is  post are  

independent o f  any le g a lly  suforceable constra in ts  on th e ir  vote  

in  the E le c to ra l C o lleg e— a vestige  o f the C o lleg e 's  former ro le .

A person who has been designated an e le c to r  f o r ,  say, Nixon in  

a s ta te  Nixon c a rr ie d  has been given one o f  h is  s ta te 's  e le c to ra l
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votes because i t  is  assumed he w i l l  execute th e  wishes o f  the  

persons in  th a t s ta te  whose votes e lected  him and add "h is" e le c to ra l  

vote to  Nixon s t o t a l .  In  a l l  save a handful o f  instances in  

th is  century , the e le c to rs  have fo llow ed popular expectations and 

voted as th e ir  constitu en ts  expected o f them. In  1968, however, 

one Nixon e le c to r  from North C aro lina  reneged and voted fo r  W allace.

In  1960, another d iss id en t Republican e le c to r , th is  tim e from 

Oklahoma, had t r ie d  to organize an e f fo r t  to  deny John Kennedy 

the necessary e le c to ra l vote m a jo rity  by appealing to  the o th er  

e le c to rs . Republican and Democrats, a l l  o f  whom were fu n c tio n a lly  

f re e  to  vote th e ir  own personal whims, ra th e r  than fo r  Kennedy o r  

Nixon. Along w ith  14 o ther "unpledged" e le c to rs  from Alabama and 

M ississ ipp i he had voted fo r  Senator Byrd fo r  P res iden t.

This aspect o f  the E lec to ra l College has spawned numerous 

Southern attem pts to  maximize bargaining power by e le c tin g  

s la te s  o f e le c to rs  whose appeal was th a t they would remain uncomnitted, 

I f ,  on e le c tio n  n ig h t, i t  became apparent th a t  n e ith e r  major p arty  

had accumulated 270 e le c to ra l votes , then the unpledged e le c to rs

could " s e ll"  th e ir  support to  the p arty  th a t would grant the most 

s ig n if ic a n t  concessions.

There is  an inconsistency in  the plan to  bargain w ith in  the  

E le c to ra l College which W allace never seemed to  come to  grips  

w ith , even in  the face o f d ire c t  question ing . The plan rests  on 

the assumption th a t the major p a rtie s  would bargain over the  

swing" e le c to rs  during th a t period o f  about a month between the  

general e le c t io n , a t  which time th e  "normal" e le c to ra l vote w i l l
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become apparent, and the meeting o f  th e  e le c to rs  to  cast th e ir  

b a llo ts .

More o f  the unique fea tu res  o f  the  E le c to ra l C ollege become 

apparent when one re a liz e s  th a t  the f in a l  determ ination  o f the 

e le c tio n  o f  the President does not l i e  w ith  th a t  body. Each 

e le c to r  casts a b a llo t  but once fo r  P res id en t. Should no 

candidate rece ive  the necessary m a jo r ity , the e le c t io n  is  thrown 

in to  the House o f R epresentatives, where each s ta te  is  granted  

but a s in g le  vo te , to  be determined by a caucus o f  the  d e le g a tio n . 

Again an absolute m a jo rity  is  requ ired  fo r  e le c t io n ; i f  no candidate  

can muster 26 s ta te  votes (th e  D is t r ic t  o f  Columbia plays no p a rt  

a t  th is  stage o f th e  e le c tio n  because i t  has no rep resen ta tio n  in  

the House), the House continues to b a l lo t .  Because the e le c tio n  

o f a President would be considered by the House im m ediately a f te r  

i t  had co n stitu ted  i t s e l f  fo r  the new session, and because the  

House could consider no o th er business u n t i l  i t  makes a d e term in atio n , 

deadlock a t  th is  stage could bring  government to  a s ta n d s t i l l .

There are many o th er in te re s tin g  fea tu res  o f  th is  system, 

such as the  p o s s ib il i ty  o f having an Acting P resident fo r  fo u r  

years , o r having a President and V ice -P res id en t chosen from opposing 

p a r t ie s , but the s ig n if ic a n t  aspect which would have worked aga inst 

W allace o r any th ird  p arty  candidate is  th a t once the  decision  

reaches the House i t  is  in  the hands o f men who owe th e ir  professional 

l iv e s  to one o f the two major p a r t ie s . Although p arty  d is c ip lin e  

in  our system is  n o to rio u s ly  la x ,  never since the r is e  o f  the  

modern p o li t ic ia n  party  has th e re  been an issue o f such magnitude
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on which the p a rtie s  have been forced to seek in te rn a l cohesion.

The c lo s e s t counterpart would be the disputed e le c tio n  o f  1876.

Furtherm ore, the w illin g n es s  o f the party  pro fessionals  to  

r e s t r ic t  the f ie ld  to but two p a r t ie s , as m anifest in  the b a rr ie rs  

before a th ir d  p a rty 's  gain ing b a llo t  p o s itio n  in  many s ta te s , 

might w ell p lay a c ru c ia l r o le .  I t  is  reasonable to  assume th a t  

men who have ris e n  as high as the Congress o f th e  United States  

are  also among the strongest supporters o f the ru les  o f the game 

as they know them .3? These persons might w ell a c t to  preserve  

the  two p arty  system, even i f  i t  meant supporting the o th e r major 

p a r ty , ra th e r  than a llo w  a th ird  p arty  to gain power. C e rta in ly  

th is  is  what Richard Nixon was suggesting when he attem pted to  

gain agreement from the Democrats before the 1968 e le c tio n  th a t ,  

because o f  th e  th re a t powed by W allace, the two major p a rtie s  

should agree to e f fe c t  the  e le c tio n  o f th a t candidate who drew 

the most popular vo tes . I t  is  a lso  tru e  th a t  such an agreement 

would have worked on ly to N ixon's advantage: a l l  the p o lls  showed 

him a v ic to r  in  the popular vo te , whereas the on ly strength  the  

Democrats possessed was in  the House. I f  the e le c tio n  had gone 

to  the House, Humphrey would have had the c le a r  advantage, assuming 

p e rfe c t p arty  d is c ip lin e . (Humphrey did not agree to  N ixon's

"solemn covenant.")

W hile he began the 1968 race w ith  goals o ther than a c tu a lly  

winning the  Presidency, W allace nonetheless would not tu rn  down

S^Herbert McClosky, "Consensus and Ideology in  Anerican  
P o l i t ic s ,"  APSR, June 1964, p. 361-382.
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any op portun ity  to  show his p o l i t ic a l  muscle. To th is  end, 

he selected  h is e le c to rs  w ith  extreme care and required  o f  them 

a signed a f f id a v i t  in  which they swore to  vote only fo r  him 

or fo r  candidate ^  designated should they be e lec ted  to  

the E le c to ra l C o llege. Whether such a f f id a v its  would be upheld in  

the courts is  a m atter o f some controversy, but his actions were 

obviously an attem pt to  cope w ith  the independence o f the e lec to rs  

w h ile  s t i l l  making use o f i t  fo r  his own ends.

In e a r ly  June, 1968, when he resumed campaigning a f t e r  the 

death o f  h is w ife , Lurleen , the way in  which he would f le x  th is  

muscle was a to p ic  o f  concern among the newsmen covering W allace's  

p o l i t ic a l  m achinations. And though he quibbled w ith  the  wording 

used by the press, he and his s t a f f  would admit th a t  they hoped 

fo r  a deadlock in the E lec to ra l College so th a t ,  in th e ir  p re ferred  

term s, they might "make a solemn covenant" w ith  one o f the  major 

p a rtie s  to  trad e  votes fo r  p o licy  concessions.

A t a P ittsburgh news conference the day before his w ife

underwent surgery fo r  cancer, W allace noted the o u tlin e s  o f  th is

'covenant." He s ta ted  th a t  he would re lease  his e le c to ra l votes to

the party  th a t  would agree to execute seven key tenets o f  W allace's  

movement:

1) "Turn back to  the s ta tes  th e ir  c o n tr o l■ 
over th e ir  own domestic in s t i tu t io n s ."

Cut o f f  United States a id  to  countries  
f a i l in g  to support th e  war in  Vietnam  
or tra d in g  w ith  Communist co u n tries .

3) "Punish treason by p u ttin g  some o f  these 
Vietnam d issenters  in  j a i l . "
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4) M ain ta in  law and o rd e r.

5) R e s tr ic t the Supreme Court.

6) "Abandon any type o f c iv i l ' r ig h t s  le g is la t io n ."

7) . Return ju r is d ic t io n  over le g is la t iv e  reapportionment
and congressional r e d is t r ic t in g  to  the s ta te  c o u r ts .38

But the m atter was stripped  o f  i t s  s ig n ific a n c e  when Wallace 

suddenly changed h is tune; a f t e r  h is tremendous success with both 

c o n trib u to rs  and voters in June's tour o f  Southern c i t ie s ,  W allace  

came to  speak only o f  winning.

As a ta c t ic a l move, the s h i f t  was a sound one: i t  made him 

more o f a " re a l"  candidate to  the  e le c to ra te  a t  la rg e , always a 

problem fo r  W allace; i t  was probably to  increase the e f fo r ts  o f  

his campaign workers; and i t  undoubtedly served to  spur p o te n tia l 

c o n tr ib u to rs . Yet persons w ith  him a t the  tim e could t e l l  th a t  

the s h i f t  was the re s u lt  o f a sincere b e l ie f  th a t he could w in .

He no less than the accompanying press was astounded by the o ver­

whelming reception  he got in  Memphis, Chattanooga, and o ther  

Southern c i t ie s .  He "bought" the idea th a t he could be a w inner; 

the press bought i t  and passed i t  on to the country a t  la rg e ,  

enough o f  whom bought i t  to lead the s p ira l to  over 20% o f the  

e le c to ra te  in  p o lls  taken on the heels o f the Democratic Convention, 

Again he had met success and been unable to  cope w ith  i t ;  success 

a t  Memphis meant abandonment o f  the long, slow approach to the  

Presidency.

38n6W York Times, Feb. 25 , 1968, p. 36.
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Not on ly  d id  momentary success dissuade W allace from what might 

be c a lle d  a more reasonable set o f  short-run  exp ecta tio n s , but 

i t  convinced him th a t a h igher output le v e l could be a tta in e d  

w ith  no change in  the le v e l o f  in p u ts . Indeed, i t  is  probably  

th a t  W allace overestim ated h is  a b i l i t y  to cope w ith  the demands o f  

a national campaign alid, w ith  his resources taxed to  th e  utm ost, 

could not have increased the leve l o f  c e rta in  im portant campaign 

inputs even i f  he had seen the necessity  fo r  doing so. Had he 

stuck to  the o r ig in a l s tra te g y , though there  might not have been 

9 .9  m ill io n  votes in  his column e le c tio n  n ig h t, n e ith e r  would 

th ere  have been such despair and re s ig n a tio n . Instead o f seeing 

once high hopes dashed on the  f lo o r  o f  an a ll-b u t-e m p ty  coliseum , 

W allace could have spoken o f  v ic to ry  in  the face o f insurmountable  

odds and o f renewed v ig o r fo r  the push fo r  1972. But on e le c tio n  

n ig h t, 1968, even W allace could not c la im  a lim ite d  v ic to ry  w ith  

co n v ic tio n .

I t  might have been d i f fe r e n t .  I f  one assumed him to have 

had goals no more tax in g  than b u ild in g  an o rg an iza tio n  th a t could 

function  w ith  e f f ic ie n c y , o f  ob ta in in g  b a llo t  p o s itio n  in  every  

s ta te , and o f  making a t r i a l  run in  n a tio n a l p o lit ic s  in  preparation  

fo r  an honest attem pt to  w in—anything but in s ig n if ic a n t  achievements 

in  themselves— then h is 1968 campaign e f f o r t  was indeed a success.

But nobody assumes th a t ;  he made c e rta in  o f  i t .
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Afterm ath

What then o f George Wallace? Although i t  may not have appeared 

so during the campaign, he is  a man not u n lik e  many o th e r men, 

p a r t ic u la r ly  those born o f  a s im ila r  background. An acciden t o f  

b ir th ,  perhaps, d e term in ed .th a t he would come to  be m otivated  

w holly and s o le ly  by p o l i t ic s ,  w ith  personal p o l i t ic a l  o ffic e h o ld in g  

his u ltim a te  o b je c tiv e . Populism, w ith  i ts  tw in  fo c i o f  economic 

and socia l re la t io n s h ip s , seems to have provided him w ith  much 

o f his worldview; and his tra in in g  in  Southern p o li t ic s  provided  

the set o f  experiences which served as standards aga inst which 

he came to  judge th ings p o l i t i c a l .

The South knows many l ik e  George W allace, but the nation a t  

la rg e  does n o t, perhaps because men o f his background fe e l 

l im ita t io n s  which keep them from p ro jec tin g  themselves on the  

national scene. W ith in  memory o f many voters l iv in g  today, only  

Huey Long could be comparable to W allace, and The K in g fis h 's  

national career was cu t o f f  by assassination almost before i t  

began. More re c e n tly , the only Southern p o lit ic ia n  a c tiv e  in  

P re s id e n tia l p o l i t ic s — Strom Thurmond— took p a rt as an unabashed 

s e c t io n a lis t  who sought to have an impact through is o la tin g  the  

South.

But W allace is  v a s tly  d i f fe r e n t  from men l ik e  Thurmond; he 

wanted to  c rea te  a movement which would cut across sectio n a l lin e s  

and thus in te g ra te  Southerners w ith  persons o f  s im ila r  persuasion 

across the n a tio n . Perhaps o th er such p o lit ic ia n s  would have 

t r ie d  i t  i f  they saw a chance fo r  success, but they d id  no t.

-149-
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As he was b u ild in g  his pub lic  record , W allace undoubtedly did  

not ac t w ith  the Presidency in  mind, attuned toward Montgomery 

as he always was. but in  the process o f  c rea tin g  p o l i t ic a l  c a p ita l 

he found th a t  his acts  were having an impact outside the s ta te . 

Confronted by the unhappy re a l iz a t io n  th a t he had no fu r th e r  conquests 

to  make in Alabama, no higher posts to  ho ld , he set out to te s t  

the p o s s ib il i t ie s  o f seeking the on ly o f f ic e  which appealed to  

him, the Presidency o f the United S ta tes .

When W allace lo s t  his f i r s t  gubernatoria l campaign he a ttr ib u te d  

i t  to  h is having the " l ib e r a l"  tag r e la t iv e  to the o ther candidate  

on the race issue. When the c lash between ideology and personal 

o ff ic e -h o ld in g  had been resolved w ith in  him, W allace vowed th a t  

he would not be "out-n iggered" aga in .

G etting  r ig h t  on race did not req u ire  tak ing  a harder l in e  than

his opponents, but simply th a t he must not be d is t in c t iv e ly  l ib e r a l .

As such, his about face (going from beina the " l ib e r a l"  to being

the "conservative") on the race issue was simply f u l f i l l i n g  a 

necessary cond ition  o f  Alabama p o l i t ic s .  The bidding on o ld  age 

pensions and o ther l iv e  issues continued apace and W allace believes  

th a t  his program in th is  area— economic lib e ra lis m — is  what won the  

1962 race fo r  him. Race was a necessary but not a s u f f ic ie n t  

cond itio n  in  Alabama p o l i t ic s .

Given the underlying s tra in s  o f  populism which form ulated much 

o f h is worldview, the response was not in te l le c tu a l ly  dishonest; 

and having found success (th e  u ltim a te  v in d ic a tio n  o f one's p o li t ic a l  

judgment in  his eyes) in  Alabama p o lit ic s  through a hard l in e  

on race , i t  is  a lto g e th e r understandable th a t he would stay w ith
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th a t ta c t ic  u n t i l  he had reason to  b e lie v e  th a t i t  would not 

bring him success. In  Alabama, his p o l i t ic a l  universe u n t i l  a f te r  

1963, he received no such negative cues and so continued w ith  

the l in e  th a t  had brought him h is  l i f e ' s  dream. This is  not to  

say th a t he foreswore any economic lib e ra lis m  when he became a 

conservative on race , as his record in Alabama c le a r ly  shows.

He served his constitu en ts  well and is considered by perhaps the  

bulk o f  the Alabama populace to  have been the best governor they  

have ever known. They seem to l ik e  him not fo r  the power o f  his  

o ra to ry , which is  a t  best mediocre, and pales before even such 

modern p ra c tit io n e rs  o f  the a r t  as B i l ly  Graham, but simply 

because they th in k  he is  "r ig h t " . Moreover, they appear to  

l ik e  his s ty le .

For one who tes ted  r e a l i t y  on the basis o f h is  experiences, 

the more lim ite d  his range o f experiences the less the lik e lih o o d  

o f his making "co rrect"  decis ions; and W allace 's  experiences with  

natio na l p o lit ic s  were a lto g e th e r  inadequate to the ta s k . On 

the basis o f  le t te r s  from across the  nation  in  favor o f  his "stand 

in  the school house door" he undertook a series  o f  speaking 

engagements. Largely on the success he perceived in  such ou tings , 

he chose to  en ter th ree  s ta te  P re s id e n tia l prim aries in  1964; and 

on the basis o f  running as a Democrat and winning between 29 and 

42% o f the votes in  his p a r ty 's  primary in  three s ta tes  (W isconsin's  

was, o f course, an open prim ary, but he fe e ls  his votes came 

from Dem ocrats), he decided to  run fo r  P resident in  1968, knowing 

f u l l  w ell th a t he would have to  do i t  on a th ird -p a r ty  t ic k e t .

The cue he had gotten from 1964 was th a t ,  as people "everywhere" 

responded to his message, success would be his i f  on ly  he could
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expose h is message to  enough o f  the e le c to ra te . The unexpected

outpourings o f  votes from "people everywhere," plus the fa c t

th a t  he had only Alabama standard to  apply nationw ide, combined

to  convince him th a t  his message had been thoroughly tes ted  and

found capable o f  susta in ing  a fu l l -s c a le  P re s id e n tia l b id . I t  
»

was his f i r s t  m istake, and the f i r s t  tim e th a t he had been unable 

c o rre c tly  to  in te rp re t  his success.

For one o f W allace 's  p o l i t ic a l  acumen, i t  is  not s u rp ris in g  

th a t  he c o rre c tly  perceived the necessity  o f  becoming a t h i r d -  

p a rty  candidate and the com plexity o f  such a venture . To th is  

end, he began the long range plans which would generate both 

o rg an iza tio n  and exposure through a t r i a l  run in  1968; by 

1972 he would have created a re s e rv o ir  o f id e n t if ie r s  among the  

e le c to ra te  and a s to re  o f good w i l l  among some persons who could 

not bring themselves to  leave the t r a d it io n a l p arty  a f f i l i a t io n s  

in  1968. I f  change continued apace, th ere  would be even g re a te r  

numbers o f  persons r ip e  fo r  his message, because i t  would be 

obvious th a t  n e ith e r  n a tio n a l p arty  was ab le  or w i l l in g  to  provide  

r e l i e f .  Success in  the 1968 venture would have been measured 

la rg e ly  in  in te rn a l term s, w ith  no expectation  o f winning the  

Presidency in  the f i r s t  a ttem pt. But in  causing him to speed 

up the tim e ta b le , his e x trao rd in a ry  successes o f June, 1968 

again proved the basis fo r  h is d o w n fa ll. Having done no campaigning 

since securing b a l lo t  p o s itio n  in  C a lifo rn ia  almost s ix  months 

e a r l ie r ,  W allace 's  experim ental approach again had fa i le d  him.

The e x te n t o f  W allace 's  f a i lu r e  depends la rg e ly  upon one's re fe re n t, 

Even fo r  a candidate who attempted to  buoy the hopes o f his
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supporters w ith  the exp lanation  th a t ,  due to the e le c to ra l co lleg e  

system and the apportioning o f  e le c to ra l votes w ith in  the in d iv id u a l 

s ta tes  on a p lu r a l i t y  bas is , i t  was possib le to win w ithout a 

m a jo rity  (w h ile  s te a d fa s tly  re fu s ing  to adm it th a t th e irs  was a 

m in o rity  po in t o f  v ie w ), his actual performance, i f  measured in  

absolute to ta ls — 9,906 ,473  popular votes (13.5%) and 46 e le c to ra l 

votes, includ ing  the  one from the renegade North C aro lina  e le c to r— 

was u t te r ly  d isastrous as seen by the revised  standards.

Envisioned in  terms o f the  o r ig in a l scenario , however, his  

1968 e f fo r ts  appear in  a much b e tte r  l ig h t .  Not s u rp r is in g ly , 

progress was made in  ju s t  those areas th a t  W allace sought to  

b o ls te r ;  namely, exposure and o rg a n iza tio n . Even though the  

unflagging e f fo r ts  o f  the Wall S tre e t Journal were not ab le  to  

uncover a " fin a n c ia l a n g e l" , money remained as l i t t l e  a problem 

as when he was ab le  to command the services o f many s ta te  o f  

Alabama employees.

That he was ab le  to  meet b a llo t  requirements in  every s ta te
é

is  a t r ib u te  to the coord ination  provided by his personal campaign 

s t a f f .  Moreover, he began to  develop, w ith  varying degrees o f  

success, the nucleus o f a vo lunteer cadre in  each s ta te —a prime 

re q u is ite  fo r  any sustained attem pt to  seek the Presidency 

over tim e . And i f  the success he met in  1968 might be measured 

by an inverse re la tio n s h ip  o f the percentage o f votes gained in  

a s ta te  to  the d istance th a t  s ta te  l ie s  from the Deep South,

(see appendix D and appendix E ), he a t  le a s t  has a s o lid  base 

which might be b u i l t  upon fo r  succeeding e le c tio n s .

On balance, however, th e  1968 campaign must be counted a
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d is a s te r  in  terms o f  W allace 's  own o r ig in a l perceptions, fo r  he 

f a i le d  to  c rea te  a deadlock in  the E lec to ra l C ollege and he fa ile d  

to  persuade a p o l i t ic ia n  o f  national s ta tu re  to  become h is  running 

mate. While p o l i t ic a l  pundits were dubious about the l a t t e r ;  

the vast bulk o f  popular comment about the W allace candidacy was 

over the  th re a t i t  posed to  the  E le c to ra l C ollege method o f  

decid ing p re s id e n tia l e le c tio n s . He, to o , gave the  impression 

th a t  whatever e ls e  he might accomplish, the vote deadlock would 

provide the ir re d u c ib le  minimum o f in fluence which he might have.

The e le c tio n  was indeed a c lose one in popular vo te , where 

Humphrey t r a i le d  Nixon by 510,315 vo tes , but Nikon had a c le a r  

edge in  e le c to ra l votes (301 -191-46 ) w ith  270 needed fo r  an ou t­

r ig h t  w in. For W allace to have been in  a bargaining p o s itio n ,

Nixon would have to  have been deprived o f the necessary 270 e le c to ra l  
# .

votes. This could have come about through a s h i f t  o f votes from 

Nixon to  e ith e r  o f  his r iv a ls .  I f  th e re  had been a s h i f t  o f  41,971 

votes from Nixon to  Humphrey— Missouri : 10,245 (0 .6% ); New Jersey: 

30,631 (1 .05% ); Alaska: 1 ,095 (1 .1% )— Nixon's e le c to ra l vote  

to ta l would have been on ly 269, o r one vote sh o rt o f a m a jo r ity .  

Though these votes would have s h ifte d  from Nixon to  Humphrey, i t  

would have been W allace who stood p o te n tia lly  to  ga in .

Figured on the basis o f  a s h i f t  o f  e le c to ra l votes from Nixon 

to  W allace, however, the ro le  o f  s p o ile r  becomes much more 

d i f f i c u l t  to  have a tta in e d . The s h i f t  o f 108,721 popular votes— 

North C aro lina : 65,603 (4 .1% ); South C aro lina: 19,317 (2 .9% ); 

Tennessee: 23,901 (1.9% ) would have l e f t  Nixon w ith  270 e le c to ra l 

votes, o r e x a c tly  th e  minimum number needed to  deprive W allace
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o f any bargaining p o s it io n . I f  f ig u red  on the  basis o f  lowest

percentage o f  the statew ide vote needed, the s ta te  next most e a s ily

captured by W allace would be l- lo r id a , where a s h i f t  o f  6% (131 ,299 )

popular votes from Nixon to  W allace would a llo w  W allace to  carry

the  s ta te ;  on the basis o f  fewest popular votes needed i t  would

be A laska, where a s h i f t  o f  27,576 popular votes would be needed— a

whopping 16.6% o f  th a t  s ta te 's  to ta l p re s id e n tia l vote.^

One may question whether missing the deadlock p o s itio n  by

41,971 votes from th ree  s p e c if ic  s ta tes  is  in  r e a l i t y  a near success

in  absolute term s; c e r ta in ly  the whole idea th a t  a deadlock would

have seen one o f the  two major p a rtie s  w i l l in g  to  bargain w ith

W allace o r t h a t ,  f a i l in g  th a t ,  the professional partisans in  the

House o f R epresentatives would hdve deserted th e ir  party  (o r the

tw o -p arty  system) to  provide him w ith  the only bargaining power

he could po ssib ly  have, having no A . I .P .  members in  the House

upon whose pro fessional a lle g ia n c e  he might c a l l ,  remains untested

and in a sense "academic". I t  w i l l  remain w ith  us u n t i l  i t  is

tes ted  or u n t i l  the E le c to ra l College is  replaced w ith  a d i f fe r e n t  

system.

A fa i lu r e  which must p a r t ic u la r ly  bother W allace was his in a b i l i t y  

to  lu re  an es tab lished  major p arty  p o li t ic ia n  o f  national s ta tu re  

onto the second spot on the t ic k e t .  As he was unable to do so, the  

eventual choice fo r  the  post, a man w ith  natio na l s ta tu re  but no 

p o l i t ic a l  experience, served as l i t t l e  more than a m ills to n e  around 

the neck o f  an a lread y  flo underin g  man.

The raw data from which the above in ferences were drawn appear 
in  Congressional Q u a rte r ly , V o l. X X V II, No. X X I I I ,  p a rt 1 o f  
2 p a r ts , June 6 , 1969, Special Supplement, back cover.
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Data from the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ichigan's Survey Research Center 

in d ic a te  th a t  in  a thermometer scale  te s t  given to a national 

sample o f  the e le c to ra te , LeMay a c tu a lly  was more popular than 

Wallace (35.1  to  3 V 2 ) .  This seeming inconsistency is  explained  

by the fa c t  th a t  a "d o n 't know" response was rated  as 0 and, 

when averaged w ith  the ra tin g s  o f  a person perceived in  negative  

terms would a c tu a lly  make him appear to  be more popular than he 

a c tu a lly  was. Among persons who knew and could thus re ac t in  

q u a lita t iv e  terms to  both men, LeMay proved to  be less popular 

than W allace.^

That the campaign was in  tro u b le  even before LeMay jo ined  i t  

is  f a i r l y  e v id e n t, and the cause stems d ir e c t ly  from W allace's  

in a b i l i t y  to in te rp re t  c o rre c tly  h is success in  the 1964 prim aries . 

He perceived th a t ,  as people "everywhere" had responded to  his  

message, the on ly s tra te g y  c a lle d  fo r  in  the 1968 campaign was 

to  seek maximum exposure fo r  th a t  message. THis he d id , by 

l im it in g  a l l  fiis p u b lic  pronouncements to  The Speech: the r e s u lt ,  

fo r  one c la im in g  major p arty  s ta tus  and presuming th a t  he could 

a c tu a lly  wini the e le c t io n , was d is a s te r .

I f ,  as has been cla im ed, the  candidate was desirous and 

capable o f running a ra tio n a l"  campaign, the question to  be 

asked is  why the fa i lu r e  o f his "message". The question is  

appealing to  scholars no less than to  the candidate, but there  *

2
P h i l l ip  E. Converse, e t .  a l . ,  "C o n tin u ity  and Change in  
American P o l i t ic s :  P a rtie s  and Issues in  the 1968 E le c tio n ."  
mimeo. Table 2 and pg. 9 ) ,
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V  "0 assurance th a t  the two would use s im ila r  techniques in  th e ir  

analyses. The scholar would probably seek to  use in d iv id u a l le v e l 

survey data to determine how persons received the W allace message, 

what they thought he was saying. They might then apply such 

in d iv id u a l le v e l data toward breaking down the aggregate data 

toward an an a lys is  o f  group appeal in  the W allace campaign. By 

juxtaposing in te rp re ta tio n s  (such as the one rendered here) o f  what 

Wallace was attem pting to do, w ith  the e le c to ra te 's  perceptions  

o f his message, scholars would be ab le  to suggest the roots o f  the  

movement's m ala ise .

Such in d iv id u a l leve l data undoubtedly do e x is t ,  but they are  

not c u rre n tly  a v a ila b le  to  the general s c h o la rly  community. A nalysis  

o f the w idely  a v a ila b le  aggregate data w ithout reference to  in d iv id u a l 

responses is  a t  best productive o f hypotheses which one would 

want to  endeavor to  "prove" when i t  became possib le to do so.

(For example, one can see from aggregate data th a t the vast m a jo r ity  

o f persons in  an overwhelmingly a g r ic u ltu ra l d i s t r ic t  voted fo r  

W allace, but one is  unable to say why i t  is  th a t  they d id  so. This 

example is  p a r t ic u la r ly  good, fo r  u n ti l the re lease  o f  h is p la tfo rm , 

Wallace never d e a lt  w ith the farm question; th u s , even though 

he had appealed to  a group o f farm ers, i t  must have been on somethinq 

o th er than th e ir  approbation fo r  a p o lic y  he had not chosen to  make 

known.)
t

Lacking immediate access to  in d iv id u a l le v e l d a ta , one must 

re ly  on secondary an a lys is  and on aggregate d a ta , tempered as they  

always are  by th e  eco log ical f a l la c y .  The questions one would l ik e
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answered are tw o fo ld : to  whom d id  W allace appeal (o r  f a i l  to  

appeal) and what were the e le c to ra te 's  perceptions o f  W allace  

and h is  message? I f  he had been perceived c o rre c tly  and re je c te d  

on th a t  basis , then the message could re le v a n tly  be fa u lte d . I f  * 

he had not been understood, then the  e f fo r t  to  gain exposure fo r  

the image could be blamed.

The answers to  such questions can on ly  be hinted a t  fo r  the  

present and, as in  some cases the data a re  seemingly c o n tra d ic to ry , 

any conclusions drawn must be seen as h ig h ly  inconclus ive— more 

in  the nature o f  hypotheses to be tes ted  in  the  fu tu re  than in  

re s u lts  gleaned from prim ary an a lys is  o f  hard d a ta . Nonetheless, 

some answers can be g iven . Wallace d id  achieve his goal o f  

almost to ta l exposure: 98% o f  the e le c to ra te  "knew" him as compared 

w ith  99% fo r  Johnson, Robert Kennedy, Nixon, and Humphrey. H is ,  

running mate, C u rtis  LeMay, also compared fa v o rab ly  w ith  the  

o th er v ic e -p re s id e n tia l candidates in  th is  regard w ith  93%, the  

same as Agnew and 1% b e tte r  than Muskie.3 in th is  regard , W allace 

seems to  have succeeded a t  the task to which he set h im s e lf, 

although the task  i t s e l f  may have been in  e r ro r .

I t  is  c le a r  th a t  W allace gross ly  misjudged the ex ten t o f 

his appeal when he made the  decis ion to  seek maximum exposure.

In the  Survey Research C en ter's  natio nal sample (see Table 3 ) ,  

W allace 's  mean ra t in g  was 31.4  (o u t o f  a possib le  1 0 0 ), f a r  and 

away th e  lowest fo r  any candidate or p o te n tia l cand idate . (Be­

cause th e  r e la t iv e ly  high percentage o f "d o n 't know" answers on

^Herbert Weisberg and J e rro ld  G. Rusk, "Dimensions o f Candidate 
E v a lu a tio n ", mimeo. Table 1 and p. 158.
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LeMay were scored as 5 0 's , thus serving to  ra is e  the mean o f  actual 

q u a lita t iv e  responses o f those who knew the man, Wallace t r a i l s  

even his running mate in  the p o l l ) .  The problem fo r  W allace can 

be e a s ily  seen from the  r e la t iv e  numbers o f f i r s t  and la s t  ch o ice , 

mentions fo r  the various candidates: .Nixon had a hea lthy  p o s itiv e  

bulge w ith  36% f i r s t  choice responses aga inst 8% la s t  choice 

answers, Humphrey b en efited  from a 25%-13% advantage, and Muskie 

from a 16%-10% d i f f e r e n t ia l .  But the  A . I .P .  candidates su ffered  

from ju s t  the reverse s itu a tio n : LeMay was the f i r s t  choice o f  

only  3% o f the voters ( in  which he t ie s  George Romney fo r  being 

the man p re fe rred  by the le a s t)  w h ile  40% made him th e ir  la s t  

choice, and W allace 's  11% f i r s t  choice ra tin g  was o f fs e t  by a 

monstrous to ta l o f la s t  choice mentions: 62%, o r almost tw o -th ird s  

o f  the e n t ire  sample, said  th a t George Wallace was the man they  

le a s t wanted fo r  th e ir  P res id en t.^

To say th a t the A . I .P .  t ic k e t  was unpopular is  not enough; 

one must a lso  say why and among whom th is  was so. Again we must
t

r e ly  on aggregate data and sometimes c o n trad ic to ry  analyses.

The-e can be no question th a t W allace did best in  the South and 

th a t his percentage o f  the vote f e l l  o f f  as one ventured fa r th e r  

from the border s tates  and the Old Confederacy, where he garnered 

over 30% o f  the to ta l vote cast and earned alm ost tw o -th ird s  o f  

his personal t o t a l .  There is  general agreement th a t W allace's  

success was in ve rs e ly  proportiona l to  general in d ic a to rs  o f  soc io -

Ib id . (Note th a t the combined to ta l o f f i r s t  place mentions 
fo r  LeMay and W allace— 14%— c lo s e ly  approximates the  actual 
vote they received  in  the e le c t io n — 13.5% ).
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economic s ta tu s— occupation, education , and income— w ith  a 

massive concentration in  the working c la s s .^  Moreover, W allace 

voters were l ik e ly  to  be men jn s te a d  o f women (59%-41% compared 

w ith  43%-57% fo r  both Humphrey and Nixon) and were as l i k e ly  to  

be union members as Humphrey supporters.®

Wolfe argues from SRC data th a t  Wallace d id  best among ru ra l 

and small town residents in  the South, but th a t in  the North he 

drew "su bstan tia l support in the big c i t ie s  as w ell as in  the  

suburbs and less densely populated a r e a s . F i g u r e s  from another 

source in d ic a te  th a t W allace's appeal was in ve rse ly  proportion to  

population d en s ity , w h ile  making no d is t in c t io n  among areas o f  

the country.®  Wolfe c o rre c tly  c a lls  a tte n tio n  to the possib le  

e ffe c ts  o f  m ig ra tio n , but seems to  be in co nsis tan t in  h is  treatm ent 

o f the su b jec t. He suggests th a t n e ith e r are  W allace voters  

" d is t in c t iv e ly  concentrated among e ith e r  recen t m igrants o r long­

term residen ts  o f th e ir  communities, nor are  northern W allace voters  

d isp ro p o rtio n a te ly  m igrants from the South."® But Wolfe is  a lso  

co-author o f  a paper based on th e  same SRC data*which in d ica tes  

th a t  "W allace drew over 14% o f the vote from (these southern migrants 

to  the North) and less  than 7% otherw ise outside the South.

®Arthur W olfe, "Challenge From The R ight: The Basis o f  Voter 
Support fo r  W allace in  1968," mimeo. Table 2.

® Ib id . . p. 4 , p. 5 , Table 2.

^ Ib id . ,  pp. 3 -4 .
Q

1968 Congressional Q u arterly  Almanac, p. 967.
g

W olfe, 0£ . c i t . , p. 4 .

^®Converse e t .  a l . ,  0£ , c i t . .  p. 26.
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A G allup p o ll from mid October in d ica te d  th a t persons in  the  

21-29 age bracket were tw ice as l i k e ly  to  c a ll  W allace an "e x c e lle n t"  

choice fo r  P resident as were persons in  the o th e r age groups 

Wolfe supports th is  view w ith  the comment th a t  W allace voters  

"tend to  be d is p ro p o rtio n a te ly  concentrated in the 25-34 age group 

and to  be underrepresented in  the over 65 age g r o u p . This  

in fo rm a tio n .is  in te re s tin g  because o f the v isua l impressions to  the  

co n trary  gathered a t  W allace 's  pub lic  r a l l i e s .  In  A t la n ta , fo r  

example, a count o f  th e  crowd revealed fewer than a dozen such 

young persons and a heavy concentration  o f  the e ld e r ly .

In te re s t in g ly  enough, W allace seems to have been some ways on 

ta rg e t w ith  his Speech: although the theme which may be seen 

running through i t  is  concerned w ith  the  government's in te rv e n tio n  

in  a f f a i r s  which r ig h t ly  ought be decided by p r iv a te  c it iz e n s , the 

th ree  areas o f  s p e c if ic  concern— c iv i l  r ig h ts , Vietnam, and "law  

and o rd e r" — d o ve ta il n ic e ly  w ith  the areas o f  concern across the  

country . And make no m istake; W allace 's  general o r ie n ta tio n  in  

these areas seems to have been shared by the bulk o f  the e le c to ra te  

in  1968. Whether i t  was in  advocating a stronger stand in  Vietnam  

(o r in  accepting the la b le  "hawk"), in  looking down a t  th e  Vietnam  

war p ro te s te rs , o r la b e lin g  ac tions  by Negroes "mostly v io le n t"  and 

in ju r io u s  to  the cause o f c iv i l  r ig h ts  fo r  pushing too f a s t ,  W allace  

was re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  the mainstream American v iew poin t.

^^Gallup Opinion Index, P rinceton , N .J . ,  October 1968, p. 8 .

^^W olfe, 0£ . c i t . ,  p. 4 .
13

See Converse e t .  a l .  op. c i t . , and W olfe, oĝ . c i t . ,  passim.
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But in  a l l  o f  these issue areas c ite s  above and the  overwhelming 

proportion o f  a l l  o th e rs , W allace 's  po sition  i f  in  agreement w ith  

the m a jo r ity  was a lso  the most extreme m anifestation  o f i t .  W allace  

may w ell have needed to  gain v i s i b i l i t y  by tak ing  s tr id e n t  stands 

on the issues, p a r t ic u la r ly  when "his" issue— law and o rd e r—was 

ra p id ly  picked up by a l l  th e  o ther candidates, but in  doing so he 

may have fa l le n  v ic tim  to  the same d is tru s t Barry Goldwater seemed 

to  evoke when he said  "Extremism in  the defense o f  l ib e r t y  is  no 

v ic e " . W allace 's  candidacy was overwhelmingly seen in  issue term s, 

but even though many people may have agreed w ith  him, he may not 

have been ab le  to evoke th a t  fe e lin g  o f t ru s t  which seems to  be 

essen tia l in  our p o l i t ic s .  Extremism, o f whatever s t r ip e , is  

not o f  p o l i t ic a l  b e n e fit  in  th is  country.

One o f  th e  key ways in  which a candidate can generate th a t  

sense o f t r u s t  is  to become associated w ith  a well-known and 

venerated symbol; a p o l i t ic a l  p a rty . I f  one's s o c ia liz a t io n  in to  

a p o l i t ic a l  p arty  is  o f  paramount im portance,^* su re ly  W allace's  

th ir d  p arty  candidacy was v i r t u a l ly  doomed from the s ta r t .  But 

lo y a lt ie s  are  ongoing, and w h ile  he was s ta r t in g  from ground zero  

in  h is f i r s t  na tio na l race he nonetheless could expect some p o s itiv e  

tra n s fe r  from campaign to  campaign as he b u i l t  up his own fo llo w in g  

o f persons adhering to  his p arty  la b e l.

In  such long range cons id era tio ns , the source o f  h is fo llo w ers  

p r io r  p o l i t ic a l  leanings is  s ig n if ic a n t ;  fo r  i f  he were to draw 

from only one p a r ty , th a t  p arty  might r e la t iv e ly  e a s ily  regain  i t s

l*S e e  above. Chapter IV .



-163- '

e rra n t members' lo y a lt ie s  by co -op ting  the th ird  party  stance on
■ 4

some v i t a l  is s u e (s ). I f ,  however, W allace were ab le  to draw

r e la t iv e ly  eq u a lly  from two es tab lish ed  p a rtie s ; then i t  would

be more d i f f i c u l t  fo r  e ith e r  party  to  siphon o f f  h is support.

The authors o f The American V oter suggest th a t  there  is  some support

fo r  the stereotype of d iffe re n c e s  between Republicans and Democrats,

so th a t i t  would take some s o rt  o f  tw in  pronged a ttack  (such as

populism provides) to cut across t r a d it io n a l party  lin e s  in

s ig n if ic a n t  amounts. *

But i t  was on p re c is e ly  th is  v a r ia b le  th a t W allace lik e d  to

d if fe r e n t ia te  h im se lf from Barry Goldwater, who, according to

W allace, could not appeal to  a l l  classes o f  vo te rs , businessman

and worker a l ik e .

The great p o te n tia l in heren t in the W allace movejpent was seen

by the candidate as h is a b i l i t y  to  r e la te  e f fe c t iv e ly  to persons

on e ith e r  end o f the socio-economic scale sim ultaneously, by

crea tin g  an issue, on which persons o f a l l  types could vent th e ir  spleen.

Last year I  spoke to  the Amen Corner Club in  
Pittsburgh  and got the f in e s t  reception I suppose 
a Southern Governor ever got from the top  
business and professional people in  P ittsbu rg h .
Now, I spoke in  P ittsbu rg h  two years before  
th a t ,  to 3 ,200  working people, and got the  
same re ce p tio n , and I  said the id e n tic a l things  
about b ig government. T h a t's  why I  w i l l  w in; 
people— blue c o lla r  and w h ite  c o l la r — are  
going to  vote fo r  m e . '5

The data seem to  in d ic a te , however, th a t W allace 's  appeal was not as

broad-gauged as he had hoped. Again not a l l  the data agree (w ith

15 Synon., og. c i t . ,  p. 69.
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one source s ta tin g  th a t  W allace d id  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  b e tte r  among 

Republican id e n t i f ie r s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  strong ones, than he did among 

Democrats)^^ but the SRC data in d ic a te  (Tab le  5) th a t W allace 's  

appeal was predom inantly to  the  Independent vo te r (as m ight, o f  

course, be expected, since the  tru e  independent would have fewer 

t ie s  to  an es tab lished  p arty  which would have to be overcome) 

and then to  the weak to  moderate Democrat. Not on ly does W allace  

appear to  have drawn a h igher percentage o f the Democratic than 

o f the Republica id e n t i f ie r s ,  but the Wolfe reports  th a t  38% o f  

those Wallace supporters who had voted p rev ious ly  had always voted  

Democratic and another 10% reported  never having cast a Democratic

b a l lo t .17 •

W allace support seems to  have come in  roughly equal percentages 

from each o f  the estab lished  p a r t ie s , although he drew a la rg e r  

number o f Democrats in absolute terms as b e f its  the re g is tra t io n  

advantage th a t  p arty  enjoys n a t io n a lly  over the Republicans.

But having drawn equal percentages from each party  does not necess­

a r i l y  support W allace 's  contention  th a t a l l  types o f people ( in  SES, 

not p artisan  terms) were going to  support him as they would not 

support Goldwater. The G allup data and the SRC data agree in  th is :  

whatever p a rty  the W allace v o te r had supported p rev io u s ly , he was 

f a i r l y  w e ll o f  a type concerning income, occupation, and the  l i k e .

I t  is  e n t ir e ly  reasonable to presume th a t  W allace made inroads on

1 * 1968 Congressional Q u a rte rly  Almanac, p. 967, 

I^ W o lfe , 0£ . c i t . , p. 6 .
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u n ltin g  persons in  a s o rt o f fu n c tio n a l ré p re s e n ta tion— c u ttin g  

across p arty  lin e s  and t r a d it io n a l lo y a lt ie s  to  o f fe r  them the  

message th a t  n e ith e r  es tab lished  party was w i l l in g  to  u t te r .  The 

person w ith  such p r o f i le  g e n e ra lly  found h im se lf in  the Deinocratic 

p a rty ; one wonders how many such persons e x is t  w ith in  the  Republican 

party  th a t  W allace might p o te n t ia lly  reach.

One nagging question which may not soon be resolved concerns 

the e x ten t to  which the Wallace vote was not an a ff irm a tio n  o f  

c e rta in  p r in c ip le s  and precepts but a p ro te s t vote against^the  

estab lished  p a rtie s  (Tweedledum and Tweed!edee), r i ^ s  a t  home, 

an unwinnable war aga inst an unseen qnemy, a lack  o f respect fo r '  

a u th o r ity  and o ld  va lues, a new m o ra lity  and long h a ir ,  the  

Establishm ent, the Negro, and perhaps much more. W allace played  

q u ite  obviously upon the fe a rs , f r u s tra t io n s , and disquietudes  

o f  the moment, but a la s t in g  p o li t ic a l  movement must be b u i l t  

on firm e r ground, th a t  which w i l l  not change so d r a s t ic a l ly  

between e le c tio n s . As w ith  the McCarthy vote in  New Hampshire, 

th e re  are strong in d ica tio n s  th a t persons v o tin g  fo r  W allace d id  

so fo r  e x ce p tio n a lly  d iverse  even c o n tra d ic to ry  and a n t ith e t ic a l  

reasons. When asked to  ra te  a second ch o ice , W allace voters gave 

Richard Nixon the highest median score (60° on the thermometer 

scale described above) but Robert Kennedy was c lose behind w ith  a 

median o f  560.^® Again, o n e -th ird  o f th e  Republican id e n t if ie r s

18Wolfe, 02 .. c i t . , p. 2.
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who voted fo r  W allace reported th a t  they wanted Ronald Reaqon to 

become the GOP standard -bearer, w h ile  McCarthy and the  la te  Robert 

Kennedy each got 25% o f the pre-convention sentiment from Democratic 

i d e n t i f i e r s J 9

Such d iverse  sentiments on the p art o f Wallace voters could 

re s u lt  from any o f  several th ings: these voters could be searching

fo r  a candidate not t ie d  to  the Establishm ent, but then why the  

lack  o f  support fo r  any save the more rad ica l candidates on e ith e r  

side? They could be searching fo r  a charism atic  cand idate , but 

then why Regan? Although b u ild in g  a case on such data as these 

would be indeed r is k y , th ere  is  no reason to suspect th a t the  

in d ic a tio n s  from the data are  anything but c o rre c t— th a t  Wallace 

support was, in  fa c t ,  b i-m odal. Throughout th is  in te rp re ta t io n  

o f the W allace movement, i t  has been th is  w r ite r 's  contention  

th a t the twin poles o f  populism were res id en t in  Wallace s im ul­

taneously; th is  presented a paradox, a c o n tra d ic tio n , in  the terms 

o f  n a tio n a l p o l i t ic s ,  perhaps, but not fo r  the South and not fo r  

W allace. The data a t  le a s t te n a tiv e ly  support th is  th e s is : Wallace 

voters were s ig n if ic a n t ly  more l ib e r a l on economic m atters than 

were Nixon v o te r s .2 ° And i f  they are not y e t seen to  be as 

l ib e r a l  as Humphrey supporters, i t  is  to  be re c a lle d  th a t  W allace  

did  not s tress such economic concepts a t  a l l  during the 1968 

campaign. His message o f socia l conservatism came through . *

I b id . .  p . 7.

20 W olfe, 02 .. c i t . .  Table 5 , p. 20.



-1 6 7 -

overw heltiing ly even though none o f  i t  was couched in  e x p l ic i te ly  

ra c ia l terms; but as he d id  not make the economic p itc h  in  the  

n atio na l scene as he had ro u tin e ly  done in  Alabama, i t  is  s tr ik in g  

th a t his supporters revealed  a t t i t u '^ s  so s im ila r  to  h is own in  

th is  a rea . Did they somehow perceive his stand and g ra v ita te  to  

him because o f i t ,  o r d id  they m anifest such fe e lin g s  independently  

o f th e ir  having known where he stood on such issues? The data 

a t hand do not g ive  us the  answer, but i t  is  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  

one to  scholars and the candidate a l ik e .

W hile he may continue to draw persons who are  responding 

s o le ly  to one o r the o th e r pole o f his ideology (and who might 

f in d  themselves in  common cause w ith  persons or a markedly d i f fe r e n t  

cast o f mind as a r e s u l t ) ,  W allace might s ig n if ic a n t ly  strengthen  

his appeal by attem pting  to  focus on those groups in  the society  

which might n a tu ra lly  respond to  both prongs o f the message 

sim ultaneously. Perhaps the la rg e s t such group is  one among 

which W allace d id  s u rp r is in g ly  w ell in  1968, although not n early  

as w ell as he had expected— the unions. W allace and Humphrey were 

t ie d  fo r  the lead among union vo te rs , each w ith  29% and the plummet 

W allace took in  the  n a tio n a l p o lls  during October has been w ide ly  

a ttr ib u te d  to  a massive campaign the union leadersh ip  waged aga inst 

him and in  fa v o r o f Hubert Humphrey. I f  union membership provides 

both job s e c u rity  and economic b e n e fits , a union member should be 

p e rfe c t W allace m a te r ia l. Yet W allace fa i le d  to  emphasize one 

e n t ir e  s ide  o f  the argument re le v a n t to  such persons. The argument 

was not new to  him, fo r  he had th r iv e d  upon i t  in  Alabama.
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Though i t  was ev ident in  the  1968 campaign th a t  W allace  

had done l i t t l e  i f  any th in k in g  about broadly in c lu s iv e  areas o f  

concern— farm p o lic y , ta x a tio n , national p r io r i t ie s ,  la b o r-  

management r e la t io n s — nonetheless, through extended probing, 

th is  researcher was ab le  to  unearth a side to the candidate which 

perhaps few o th er scholars have come to see. A t the tim e o f th is  

q u e s tio n in g ‘(m id-June, 19 68 ), i t  was abundantly c le a r  th a t the  

problems o f ta x a tio n , farm p o lic y , and the l ik e  were o f  no mome'rit 

to W allace. He c le a r ly  had not been w re s tlin g  w ith  them and 

had g reat tro u b le  in  coming to  g rip s  w ith  th ings th a t were 

obviously u n fa m ilia r  and fo re ig n  to him. But, underneath i t  a l l ,  

th ere  were ideas, o r p references, on the basis o f which he could 

g re a t ly  broaden his message and perhaps enhance his appeal.

The genesis o f  W allace's  preferences thus unearthed no 

doubt p a ra lle ls  th a t  o f  those views which he chose to  make 

known. Taken as a whole they do not d i f f e r  w ide ly  from the  

p o s itio n  o f any la t te r -d a y  P o p u lis t, but they do f le s h  out 

the message which he o ffe re d  in  1968 and they do present the  

op portun ity  to  strengthen his appeal to the  working man— th a t  

area o f  g re a tes t fa i lu r e  in  1968.

In fa c t ,  the government has helped the working man by 

some o f i t s  in te rv e n tio n is t  ta c t ic s ,  and W allace would be the  

f i r s t  to  say th a t  in  his view government was fo r  help ing people. 

But h is economic lib e ra lis m  may not have come through from his  

1968 campaign. He has b lin d ly  ap p lied  Alabama standards to  the  

n atio na l scene, as when he suggested th a t the n a tio n 's  farm  

problem was one o f under-production (because he had p ro fite d
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from s tim u la tin g  y ie ld  per acre w h ile  G overnor), so i t  is  sur­

p ris in g  th a t he d id  not a lso  continue the p ra c tic e  o f o u t-b idd ing  

his r iv a ls ,  as w ith  old age pensions in  Alabama. Who among the  

e le c to ra te  knew th a t  he was in  favo r o f  ra is in g  the personal 

exemption from $600 to $1000 in  computing incdftie tax? Who knew 

th a t ne was in  favo r o f g ran tin g  ta x  c re d its  to  firm s  th a t would 

lo ca te  th e ir  p lants in  ru ra l as opposed to  urban areas? Who 

knew th a t he was deeply and s in c e re ly  concerned about the  thousands 

o f persons around the  world who s tarve  to  death d a ily ?  Few i f  

any in  the e le c to ra te  d id , fo r  W allace did not see f i t  to  t e l l  them.

There is  some evidence which may lend crédence to  the view 

th a t  W allace has a lread y  demonstrated his w illin g n ess  to  change.

In  p a r t ic u la r  th is  can be seen in  the p la tfo rm  th a t W allace released  

in  the waning days o f  the campaign, when i t  was c le a r  to the p o lls te rs  

th a t Wallace was los ing  a good b i t  o f the support th a t  e a r l ie r  

had been " h is " . The p latfo rm  is  broad and vague, l ik e  p latform s  

o f o ther p a rtie s  which hold hope fo r  m a jo r ita r ia n  support, and 

s ig n if ic a n t  fo r  the very reason th a t  i t  is  so d i f fe r e n t  from The 

Speech, th a t  document upon which the  whole campaign th e re to fo re  

had been based. Not only is  the range o f to p ics  covered a l l - i n ­

c lu s iv e , in  marked c o n tra d is tin c tio n  to  The Speech, but the tone 

o f the document seems to  suggest a moderation which is  h igh ly  

u n c h a ra c te ris tic  fo r  the W allace whom natio na l p o l i t ic a l  audiences 

came to  know.

I t  is  not im plausib le  to  th in k  th a t  the press made W allace's  

candidacy by according him prominent mention as a serious th re a t,  

thus as a serious candidate; but in  the end h is im placable
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enemies may have done him in  by a llo w in g  him to  expose f u l l y  the  

lack  o f  depth and thought he had to o f f e r .  I t  was c le a r  to  those

studying him, and perhaps to  the average man on the s tre e t as

w e ll ,  th a t  W allace sought the power th a t  the Presidency had to  

o f fe r .  But i t  became in cre a s in g ly  apparent a lso  th a t W allace had 

l i t t l e  idea what to do w ith  th a t  power; they would "worry about 

what to  do w ith  i t , "  h is s t a f f  rep o rted , a f t e r  they got i t .  His 

re lease  o f  the p la tfo rm  can be seen as an attem pt to  in d ic a te  

some p o s itiv e  aspects to  his candidacy and to  provide his party  

w ith  more o f the trappings o f  an es tab lished  contender, but when 

compared to the platform s o f  th e  t r a d it io n a l p a rtie s  his is

hard ly  d is t in c t iv e  enough to cause people to  vote fo r  him.

Out o f  the shambles o f 1968’ s dashed hopes, is  i t  possib le  

th a t W allace could y e t emerge a major party  o r major th re a t fo r  

the Presidency? C e rta in ly  the odds fo r  success a re  not good, 

but th ere  are fa c to rs  which suggest th a t  W allace may have a b e tte r  

shot a t  i t  than the 1968 showing would in d ic a te .

Probably the  most s a lie n t  consideration  ju s t i fy in g  th is  po in t 

is  the care w ith  which W allace has sought to  b u ild  a supportive  

apparatus. Given the attachment o f the e le c to ra te  to  the two major 

p a r t ie s , i t  is  u n lik e ly  th a t anyone could win enough support in  a 

s in g le  national attem pt to  wrest the Presidency from i t s  t r a d it io n a l  

possessors. But a p a rty  th a t was ab le  to  draw supporters from 

each o f the t r a d it io n a l p a rtie s  and b u ild  s tren gth  over the course 

o f several e le c tio n s  m ight be ab le  to  take advantage o f the w inner- 

ta k e s -a ll  system by which out s ta te s  c u rre n tly  apportion th e ir  

e le c to ra l votes; i t  m ight a c tu a lly  win the Presidency w ith  on ly  a
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r e la t iv e ly  small popular vote t o t a l .  Assuming th a t any th ird  

party  could garner some votes in  an e le c tio n  by appealing to  

those d iss iden ts  who were t i r e d  o f  both natio na l p a rtie s  

(Tweedledum and Tweedledee,""to hear W allace t e l l  i t ) ,  the key 

would be in  the th ird  p a r ty 's  a b i l i t y  to  hold on to the  support 

i t  gains in  one e le c tio n  and to add to  the to ta l in  succeeding 

ones. I t  must replace the t r a d it io n a l two p a rtie s  as the g iv e r  

o f p o li t ic a l  cues fo r  a s ig n if ic a n t  number o f persons. Supporters 

o f s p lin te r  movements have h is to r ic a l ly  reverted  to  th e ir  "normal" 

p arty  a f f i l i a t i o n  a f te r  having expressed th e ir  d is s a tis fa c tio n s  

and perhaps having been m o ll if ie d  by party  promises o f  reform .

Th ird  p a rtie s  have o ffe red  such a r e s tr ic te d  b i l l  o f  fa re  (p ro ­

h ib it io n ,  vegetarian ism , e t c . )  th a t they may have fe r re t te d  out 

the bulk o f persons holding such m atters o f  paramount p o l i t ic a l  

s a lien cy .
I

Recall the d is tr ib u t io n  o f W allace 's  votes among age brackets  

and a p o te n tia lly  s ig n if ic a n t  idea emerges: w h ile  Converse e t  al

rep o rt th a t "on almost every issue o f  n early  a score surveyed, 

the p o s itio n  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f W allace voters in  our sample is  

also the p o s itio n  associated w ith  o -d er c it iz e n s "  ( in  h is appea'l 

to  " tr a d it io n a l and even obsolescing American v a lu e s ")2  ̂ i t  was 

the younger voters who responded best to  W allace 's  appeal. The 

reasons fo r  th is  are not hard to f in d .  I t  is  obvious from various  

surveys th a t  the pro to typal American youth is  not o f the  lo n g -h a ire d , 

l ib e r a l - r a d ic a l , upper-m iddle-c lass so rt th a t  seems to  have

^^Op. c i t . ,  p. 26.
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captured the headlines o f  la te ;  i t  would appear th a t  among youth  

as well as o ther age groups the s i le n t  m a jo r ity  in. fa c t  is  the  

m a jo r ity . T ra d itio n a l values may w ell appeal across a l l  age groups, 

Moreover, the u n d e r-th ir ty  group where W allace 's  appeal was 

g re a te s t is  the group most a ffe c te d  by th e  Vietnam war; W eisberg, 

and Rusk in d ic a te  th a t the war was, a f t e r  urban u n rest, the most 

s a lie n t  fa c e t o f W allace 's  issu e -o rie n te d  candidacy, due in  la rg e  

p a rt to  the fa c t  th a t  youth o f  e ith e r  extreme want the war ended— 

although the hawks outnumbered the doves among W allace 's  supporters  

by about 2 -1 .2 2  They also note th a t a la rg e  number o f  young 

persons w i l l  re tu rn  from Vietnam to  jo in  the pool o f  f i r s t - t im e  

v o te rs .22 Having been incu lcated  w ith  m i l i t a r i s t i c  values as a 

p a rt o f th e ir  combat t ra in in g , i t  may w ell be th a t in Wallace 

many o f these persons could f in d  a candidate q u ite  to th e ir  l ik in g .

I t  IS a lto g e th e r to be expected th a t  a th ird  party  candidate  

would appeal to  younger ra th e r  than o ld e r voters from the aspect 

o f p o l i t ic a l  s o c ia liz a t io n  nlone. The more p ra c tic e  (re in forcem ent) 

a person has had in  attachments to the t r a d it io n a l p a r t ie s , the  

more d i f f i c u l t  i t  should be to  te a r  him away. W allace succeeded 

w ith  many such voters in  1968 and now has the task o f keeping the

newly formed t i e  to  th e  A . I .P .  uppermost in  those vo te rs ' p o l i t ic a l ,  

consciousness (o f which more l a t e r ) .

Another aspect a lso  emerges from th is  l in e  o f  reasoning. The

^ ^ 0 £ . c i t . .  Tables 6 & 7. 

Ib id . .  p. 22.
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ra te  o f  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ic ip a tio n  also varies  w ith  age (degree o f  

p o l i t ic iz a t io n ) ,  so th a t younger persons tend to vote less  than 

th e ir  e ld e rs . They have weaker t ie s  to p a rty , hence weaker 

m otivations to vo te . But the  events o f  the s ix t ie s  seemed to  

p o in t toward a general upturn in  p o li t ic a l  consciousness among 

y o u th -a lth o u g h  by no means o f  a s in g le  id eo log ica l p e rs u a s io n -  

and, as a r e s u lt ,  the baby boom o f the post-war years w i l l  be 

feeding g rea t numbers o f voters who are but s l ig h t ly  p o lit ic iz e d  

to  party  lo y a lty  in to  the system. For these persons, a vote fo r  

a th ird  p arty  w i l l  be less s ig n if ic a n t  a d ev ia tio n  than i t  would 

fo r  a lo ng-tim e adherent o f  one o f the t r a d it io n a l p a r t ie s , and 

i t  is  ju s t  th is  person who may be the most susceptib le  to  an 

extrem is t appeal (such as W allace 's  was perceived to be in  the  

1968 e le c t io n ) .  With these young voters Wallace is  a t  less  o f 

a disadvantage than he is  w ith  theor e ld e rs , so i t  would be a 

ra tio n a l s tra te g y  to  focus upon winning them to his cause. 

A pparently  i t  can be done w ith  the package o f values th a t he 

has to  o f f e r ,  although moderation o f h is ex trem is t image would 

•seem to be in  o rd er. Perhaps th a t w i l l  come from nothing more 

than fo u r more years o f v i s i b i l i t y  to the national e le c to ra te .

For W allace, the votes which he got in  1968 are  a precious 

resource fo r  the fu tu re . The votes were hard earned, fo r  he 

had to  convert p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f  them from id e n t if ic a t io n  

w ith  one o f  the t r a d it io n a l p a r tie s . Having taken the b ig  step, 

even i f  fo r  on ly a s in g le  tim e, such persons would nonetheless be 

more amenable to  W allace 's  message than others who had not been



- 174 -

able  to  make the  break. I f  W allace could continue to  appeal 

to  then , could cause them to re in fo rc e  th e ir  temporary id e n t if ic a t io n  

w ith  him over tim e , then he might begin to make persons "normal" 

id e n t if ic a t io n  is  w ith  his p a rty , not one o f the t r a d it io n a l two.

In f a c t ,  th is  seems to be what he has attem pted to  do. While 

i t  was necessary to  do so in  order to  get b a l lo t  p o s itio n  in  a 

number o f s ta te s , the concept o f  conducting a p e t it io n  d riv e  

would have been a good one“fo r  o th er reasons. Even in  a country  

where i t  is  said people w i l l  sign anything placed in  f ro n t  o f  

them, every ac t such as signino a p e t it io n ,  d isp lay in g  a bumper 

s t ic k e r , o r c o n trib u tin g  money would add to the forces working 

to  increase the v o te r 's  id e n t if ic a t io n  w ith  the candidate or  

w ith  h is p a rty .

Undoubtedly i t  is  ju s t  th is  so rt o f  constant renewal o f f a i t h  

which Wallace had in  mind when he designed his funding program.

He had adopted the  "pledge" method wherever p o ss ib le , wherein a 

c o n tr ib u to r signs a card and pledges to  co n trib u te  a sum— $1, $5,

$10, sometimes more— every month to  the W allace campaign. For th is  

he gets the new s le tte r and the thought th a t  he is  Standing Up For 

America fo r  a l l  the world to  see. But the candidate gains much 

more than mere money from the procedure. Each person who has 

taken the pledge is  b i l le d  by computer each month, and W allace  

s ta ffe rs  admit th a t  the cost o f  the b i l l in g  procedure o ffs e ts  any 

re a l monetary gain  from the d o lla r-a -m o n th  c o n tr ib u to rs , who 

make up the bulk o f those who have signed pledges. But the  

monthly reminder o f  o b lig a tio n  gives the supporter a continual
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o p portun ity  to  renew his f a i t h ,  and thereby to  strenathen i t .  Since

the idea is  to s o l id i fy  his hold on th e  v o te r as w ell as to  add to

his campaign c h es t, i t  would be to the cand id ate 's  b e n e fit to

s tim u la te  co n trib u tio n s  no m atter how sm all, th is  W allace d id .

Because o f the dual nature o f the " o b iin a tio n " , any s ig n if ic a n t

d ro p -o ff  in the number o f pledges made good over th e  in te r -e le c t io n

period would presage a loss fa r  g re a te r  than the d o lla r  amount 

invo lved .

Other sorts o f a c t iv i t y  could serye as w ell as f u l f i l l i n g  

f in a n c ia l pledges fo r  keeping the t ie s  between p arty  and id e n t i f ie r  

close over the in te r -e le c t io n  period . The t r a d it io n a l p a rtie s  

have a continuous program fo r  the most a c tiv e  p a rtis a n s , party  

work a t the various le v e ls . Wallace has not y e t  achieved such 

fa r-re a c h in g  o rg an iza tio n  as to be ab le  to  reach in to  the bulk 

o f America's wards, or even in to  a l l  i t s  counties or congressional 

d is t r ic t s .  But he has in s t itu te d  a n a tio na l p a rty , the American, 

w ith  a headquarters and s ta f f  separate from his own. (H is personal 

headquarters is  located  in  Montgomery, Alabama, the "Cradle o f 

the Confederacy," w h ile  the p a rty 's  headquarters, under national 

chairman T. Coleman Andrews, is  to be found in  Richmond). The d iv is io n  

o f labor has not y e t been made c le a r . But i f  Andrews is  expected to 

handle o rg an iza tio n a l d e ta i ls ,  such as fa c tio n a lis m  and s ta ff in g  

a t  the  lower s ta te  le v e ls , i t  would leave W allace and his nersonal 

s ta f f  f re e  to  decide m atters o f  high p o lic y .

A p a r t ic u la r ly  pressing and thorny problem which looms on the 

horizon is  the question o f  W allace 's  ro le  in  the 1970 e le c tio n s .
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There are rea l b en e fits  which would accrue to  the  candidate from  

contesting  a t  le a s t  some o f  the seats which are up fo r  renewal.

In some s ta te s , fo r  example, i f  the p arty  gains over a set 

percentage o f the vote cast f o r ,  say, governor, then i t  is allowed  

to  re ta in  i t s  b a llo t  p o s itio n  fo r  the coming P re s id e n tia l campaign. 

Besides thus being granted reco g n itio n  as a major p a rty , the more 

such nonproductive e f fo r ts  th a t  W allace can save h im self in  

1972, the b e tte r  o f f  he w i l l  be, o th e r fa c ts  being equal. 

Furthermore, i t  presents an op portun ity  to  marshall his forces  

in  m id-term , thus keeping the f i r e s  burning a t  c lose to  fever  

p itc h . I t  would g ive  him a way to take the pulse o f the nation and 

to t r y  out new "issues" i f  he chooses to a l t e r  his s p ie l .

But there is  a major drawback: where does he f in d  candidates

fo r  contesting these posts? He wants to re ta in  enough control

over the candidates th a t  they w i l l  not c rea te  an image which is

u lt im a te ly  counter-productive  fo r  his P res id e n tia l p lans, w h ile

a t  the same tim e doing as w ell as possib le in  the selected races

to show signals o f  s trength  on which he can b u ild  a possible

snowball e f fe c t  fo r  1972. Un-fr iv o lo u s  candidacies o f  th is

so rt would almost c e r ta in ly  re q u ire  th a t the persons

running be professional p o li t ic ia n s , and such persons have

not responded to  the p a rty 's  c a l l .  A series  o f LeMay type

candidacies almost c e r ta in ly  would do more harm than good, bu t,

judging from 1968, he has no experienced m id d le -o f-th e  readers  

to o f fe r .

Possibly persons o f th is s tripe  might respond to his call i f
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he were to  become more m id d le -o f-th e  road h im se lf; indeed, th is

is  the tren d  which may have been presaged by the p la tfo rm  and

which Downs would suggest as the  ra tio n a l s tra teg y  fo r  one bent 

on winning.

The step to  supporting a th ird  party  is  fa r  g re a te r than 

th a t  o f a lte rn a t in g  among the t ra d it io n a l two, but W allace is  

in  a strong p o s itio n  fo r  1972. By then he can say th a t  both 

n atio n a l p a rtie s  have had a chance and "th ere  a in ' t  a dime's worth 

o f d iffe re n c e  between them". He warned audiences in  1968 th a t  

i f  they thought they were going to "co rrec t"  the i l l s  they su ffered  

under a Democratic a d m in is tra tio n  by vo ting  fo r  the Republicans, 

i t  was going to  be four long years before they had a chance to  

do what they should have done in  the beginning -  tu rn  both o f  

them out in  favor o f  the A . I .P .  C e rta in ly  i f  the war in Vietnam  

is  not s e t t le d , i f  the r io ts  on the campuses (which seem to have 

taken the place o f  r io ts  in  the ghettoes) have not passed, th ere  

w i l l  be some o ther c r is is ;  and W allace, who found support among 

both extreme Hawks and extreme Doves in  1968, w i l l  again be c a llin g  

fo r  re je c t io n  o f Tweed!e-dum and Tweed!e-dee. But by p a ir in g  

economic assistance (a lb e i t  through government a c tio n ) w ith  the  

same th in ly  v e ile d  p o s itio n  on race , his appeal fo r  the  blue  

c o lla r  worker might bear the f r u i t  o f which i t  is  capable— a 

la rg e  number o f vo tes . Nor would such an appeal be in te l le c tu a l ly  

dishonest; i t  is  there  in  his P o p u lis t background, i t  is  v is ib le  

in  h is record as an Alabama le g is la to r  and Governor. I t  almost 

c e r ta in ly  would be o f  b e n e fit  before a na tio na l constituency. A 

combination o f l ib e r a l  and co n servative , a lin k in g  o f  the businessman
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and the  working man— what more powerful p o l i t ic a l  fo rce  could 

there  be? Perhaps i t  is  not so fa r  fetched to  th in k  th a t W allace  

might someday f u l f i l l  the p o te n tia l th a t  the v i s i t  to  the Amen 

Corner portended.

Although an in te r im  assessment a t  b est, what o f  George Wallace? 

He is  a man not u n like  o th er men in  myriad respects: i t  is  ju s t  

th a t he is  suddenly v is ib le  and they are no t. He is  perhaps, 

unexceptional in  any resp ect. His undeviating p u rs u it o f  a g o a l, 

th a t q u a lity  which suggests Fau lkn er's  p o r t r a it  o f  Ab Snopes, is  

not remarkable to  us when seen in  a business executive; but even 

th a t evaporates upon c lo ser s c ru tin y . Whether one sees him as 

benevolent o r m alevo lent, statesman or demagogue, upon c lo ser  

inspection one must see him as undeniably human. He p a ra lle ls  the  

s itu a tio n  o f a p ro tago n is t in  Greek trag edy , one who has met his  

downfall through some fa ta l fla w , some e rro r  in  judgm ent, ra th e r  

than through v ice  or d e p ra v ity . As w ith  others o f h is k ind , W allace  

has not been able to handle success as he has f a i lu r e .  In  a 

paradoxical tu rn  o f  f a t e ,  he has been undone tim e and again by 

successes which perhaps have been too rap id  in  coming. In seeking 

the Governor's c h a ir , he set his s ights  too low; and h is personal 

tragedy is  th a t success l e f t  him no a lte rn a t iv e  save to  dream the  

impossible dream. He met w ith  success and was not ab le  to cope 

w ith  i t .  Having met w ith  f a i lu r e ,  can he once again tu rn  i t  to

his advantage? He has changed his m ailing  address from Box 1968 

to  Box 1972.



Appendix A 

"The Speech"

On the night o f  June 11, 1968, George Wallace returned to  

the campaign t r a i l  fo llow ing  a two month h iatus caused f i r s t  

by the death o f  his w ife . Governor Lurleen Burns Wallace o f 

Alabama, then by the assassination o f Democratic p re s id e n tia l 

a s p ira n t. Senator Robert F itzg e ra ld  Kennedy. On th is  occasion 

W allace spoke to a w ild ly  e n th u s ia s tic , overflow  crowd o f more 

than 10,000 persons in  the Mid-South Coliseum in  Memphis, Tennessee. 

But i f  the crowd was responsive, so was the candidate . He had 

been prepared to s ta r t  a campaign through the South the very day 

Senator Kennedy was s la in , but postponed his to u r one week out 

o f respect fo r  the dead. He was now rested and eager to make 

a s tr ik in g  success w ith  which to  begin his in ten s iv e  campaion 

fo r  the presidency: as a r e s u lt ,  Tennesseans were trea te d  to

a speech which, to  veteran W allace w atchers, ranks as one o f 

his best ever.

The fo llo w in g  is *a  tra n s c r ip tio n  o f th a t speech as taken from 

a tape recording made by the author and in his possession. I t  

is  an attem pt to record f a i t h f u l ly  and ac cu ra te ly  the events o f  

th a t evening, even to  o u tc ries  from the crowd and moments o f  intense  

applause (marked by as te ris k s  ( * ) ) .  The speech which fo llow s is  

the cen tra l campaign "document", one from which W allace never seemed 

to  vary s ig n if ic a n t ly .
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MID SOUTH COLISEUM 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Thank you very  much la d ie s  and gentlemen. And I am sure to n ig h t 

th a t you have shaken the eyeteeth  o f th e  l ib e ra ls  o f both national 

p a rtie s  here in  Memphis, Tennessee. * I  am sure from your a t te n ­

dance here to n ig h t th a t  those throughout the country know th a t  

the overwhelming m a jo rity  o f  the  American people are s ick  and 

t ire d  o f  tw eedle-dee and tweedle-dum. * I 'm  very g ra te fu l to  you 

fo lk s  fo r  th e  fa c t  th a t  you have made i t  possib le to be on the  

Tennessee b a l lo t ,  by signing the p e t it io n s , so th a t you might 

have the opportun ity  and g ive  o p p o rtu n itie s  to  o ther Tennesseans

to vote fo r  th is  movement in  November. So I want to thank you 
*

on the f i r s t  pub lic  p o l i t ic a l  appearance th a t I have made in  

the la s t  several weeks, to t e l l  you th a t  I am a p p re c ia tiv e  o f
I

the fa c t  th a t so many o f you have thought o f  us in  Alabama durin* 

the la s t  several weeks and several months, and o f  course we are  

on a fu n d -ra is in g  d riv e  and we ap p rec ia te  the  fa c t  th a t you have 

contributed  in th a t regard— because we- d o n 't have two national 

p arty  treasure  chests l i k e  the two n atio na l p a rtie s  a t  the moment 

and so when they ask me a t  press conference and on te le v is io n  

and radio "where are you going to  get the  money to run fo r  the  

Presidency?" and I th in k  th e y 'v e  gotten th a t answer here in  

Tennessee from the average man on the s t r e e t .  *And th e re  are  

m illio n s  o f people in  th is  country who th in k  ex ac tly  as you do.

I f  th is  were not tru e  and I have the experience, the reception  

necessary to make up my mind to r u n - -a l l  the way from Concord,

—180-
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C a lifo rn ia — I w ouldn 't be here on a p o l i t ic a l  m ission to n ig h t.

Because th e re 's  no need to b u tt your head aga inst a b rick  w a ll .

But I know the people in  th is  region o f th e  country are o f fe r in '

leadersh ip  to th is  movement which has m illio n s  o f supporters

from one end o f the country to the o th e r . And I been from one

end o f the country to  the o th e r , and to C a lifo rn ia  la s t  year

to  comply w ith  the C a lifo rn ia  b a llo t  law th a t said  we must

get 66,000 people to re g is te r  in the American Independent Party

to get on the b a l lo t .  And a l l  the press--m ost o f  the p re s s --

and news media said " i t  c a n 't  be done," because the law was

w ritte n  to keep th is  movement o f f  the b a llo t  in  C a lifo r n ia .

We not on ly  got 66,000 people who went and re -re g is te re d , we

got 107,000 people who went and re -re g is te re d . *  And on May 4 ,

in  Texas, d u rin ' th e ir  primary day and I b e lie ve  ten candidates

runnin ' fo r  Governor and o th e r o f f ic e s ,  the Texas law was

changed to  make i t  im possible to get on the b a l lo t ,  in  my

judgment. 15,000 people had to go to p re c in c t conventions on
«

the day o f the prim ary. May 4 , and no one knew where our 

p rec in c t conventions were going to be h e ld , because the o th er  

two p a rtie s  held th e irs  a t  the courthouse and o th e r public  ,  

accommodation p laces, and so on May 4 , e le c tio n  day in  Texas, 

2,000 more people attended the p re c in c t conventions o f the 

American P arty  in  30 counties than the combined to ta l o f the 

Republican and Democratic p a rtie s  in  254 counties. *  And some 

o f the p o lit ic ia n s  in  the s ta te  c a p ito l o f A u stin , Texas, 

said a week before th a t ,  "We hadn 't heard anything about
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th is  movement in Texas." But the other day the same p o lit ic ia n s  

sa id . "We were surprised and shocked a t  the support th is  move­

ment has. Well i f  t h e y ' l l  qo out and ask the average man on 

the s tre e t in  Texas or Memphis o r any o ther c i ty  in  the  

country, t h e y ' l l  f in d  th a t  there  are m ill io n s , as I said a 

w hile  ago, who th in k  as we do.

The on ly th ing  I'm  gonna say about race to n ig h t is  th is :  

th a t I am g ra te fu l fo r  the fa c t  th a t  the  people in  our s ta te — 

o f a l l  races— and in  th is  s ta te  have thought so much o f me and 

my fa m ily  during the la s t  several weeks and several months.

And in  1966 my w ife  was the candidate fo r  Governor and had 

two opponents in  the general e lec tion ^  And contrary  to what 

I resent as p o rtraya l o f  people l ik e  you and me as being ra c is ts  

and against people because o f c o lo r , my w ife  received more 

Negro votes than did e ith e r  one o f  her two opponents in  the  

general e le c t io n -  *  and over a t  Selma, Alabama, where they 

made a mountain out o f  a m o le h ill because we m aintained law  

and o rd e r, on e le c tio n  day h a lf  o f  those who voted were members 

o f the Negro race--6500  vo te rs—my w ife  received 11,400 votes 

in  round numbers to a combined to ta l o f 3800 fo r  her two 

opponents, and in the a ll-N e n ro  p rec inc ts  and ward in  th a t  

c i t y  my w ife  received 87 1/2% o f the Nearo vo te . *  So we 

are not f ig h t in g  to defend the system th a t has made i t  possible  

fo r  people o f a l l  races, c o lo rs , creeds and re lig io n s  and 

national o r ig in s  to l iv e  in  peace and freedom. When they
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say you and me are a r a c is t  and a hat.-m onger and a f a c is t ,  

i t s  because they c a in 't  lo g ic a lly  argue aga inst the p o s itio n  we 

ta k e . And so they w r ite  us o f f .  And when I was in  C a lifo rn ia  

and made th e  announcement th a t we had made b a llo t  p o s itio n  one 

newsman s a id , "Haven't you changed yo position? D on 't you 

ta lk  d i f fe r e n t ly  now than you used to?" I sa id , "No, I ta lk  

b a s ic a lly  the same as I did from the f i r s t  day I got in to  p o l i t ic s ,  

but you drew a conclusion in your mind about Tennesseans and 

Alabama'ans and wrote i t  w ithout l is t e n in '  to us and you d id n 't  

pay any a tte n tio n  to what we said  in  the p as t, but you've got 

to  pay a tte n tio n  to  what we say now." * I  in v ite  people in  Memphis 

and Tennessee and the Country o f  a l l  races and co lo rs  to  support 

us in November because we want to save the  system th a t  makes i t  

possible fo r  good people whoever they m ight be to  l iv e  in peace 

and freedom and to re s to re  back c o n s titu tio n a l government in  th is  

country.

Now what are we ta lk in ' about and what are some o f the issues 

in  th is  country th a t confront people in  Memphis? They have taken 

away the r ig h t  o f  people to determ ine the p o lic ie s  o f  democratic 

domestic in s t i tu t io n s . The N ational Democratic p a rty  and National 

Republican party  both have drawn together to  take away the r ig h t  

o f people in  Memphis to control the p o lic ie s  o f th e ir  schools, 

the education o f th e ir  c h ild re n , to run th e ir  own h o s p ita ls , the  

s e n io r ity  and apprenticesh ip  l i s t  o f t h e i r  own lab o r unions, or 

th e ir  businesses, and now re c e n tly . Democrats and Republicans in  

Congress, includ ing  some from your own s ta te , have jo in ed  to
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pass a law, that w ill put you in j a i l  without a t r ia l  by ju ry , 

because you don't want to sell or lease yo' property to somebody 

that they think you ouaht to sell or lease i t  to , and one of 

the f i r s t  *  And you know, these national Republican leaders in 

Tennessee and throughout the country, they say, "You may take 

some votes away from the National Republican party and the 

National Democratic party might win." Well, i f  Mr. Nixon and 

Mr. Rockefeller stand fo r the same thinqs that Mr. McCarthy and 

Mr. Humphrey stand fo r , what difference does i t  make who *  Now 

i f  you want to beat the National Democratic party for the sake 

of beating them, tha t's  one thing. But i f  you want to beat 

them fo r the sake of changing trends in the country, tha t's  

another. And i f  you e lect the National Republican party in 

November, one week a fte r  they are inaugurated y o u 'll want to 

put them out and y o u 'll have to wait four years to do i t .

Let's  put 'em both out in November. *  *

They not gonna get by with that. And they've looked down 

th e ir  noses at the average man on the street too lonn. They've 

looked at the bus d riv e r, the truck d river, the beautician, the 

fireman, the policeman, and the steelworker, the plumber, and 

the communication worker and the o il worker and the l i t t l e  

businessman and they say, "We've gotta w rite  a guideline. We've 

gotta te l l  you when to get up in the mornin' We've gotta te l l  

you when to go to bed at night. And we gonna te l l  both national 

parties the average man on the s tree t in Tennessee and Alabama 

and C aliforn ia don't need anybody to w rite  him a guideline to
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t e l l  him when to get up *

And you know, what do you hear from the l ib e ra ls  in  Tennessee

and the country? "We b e lieve  in  fre e  choice ," they say. "Let every  

man choose." W ell, we had a school system in Alabama th a t allowed  

people to choose to go to any school they want a go to regardless  

o f th e ir  race o r c o lo r. You had th a t  in  Tennessee. The Courts 

re c e n tly  have s tric ke n  i t  down because they f i l e d  a court s u it  in  

which they said not enough people have chosen to go to school from 

th is  side o f  Los Angeles to  th is  side o f  Los Angeles, and not 

enough people from th is  s ide o f  Memphis have chosen to go to school 

on th is  side o f Memphis! And we s a id , "W ell, they could choose i f  

they so des ired . What are we gonna do about that?" An' the  

Ju stice  Department says "T h at's  your problem." And the Federal 

court wrote a decision th a t 's  now been a ffirm ed  by the F i f th  

C irc u it  Court o f Appeals and also the Supreme Court o f  our 

country th a t says th a t you can choose i f  you choose p ro p e rly , 

but i f  you d o n 't choose r ig h t ,  we gonna choose f o ' you."  *  They 

want you to choose i f  you choose c o rre c tly , but they look down 

they nose a t Alabamians and Tennesseans and the w o rk in ' man in

C a lifo rn ia . And I  want to  say th a t one o f the f i r s t  th ings we

going to do when we get in to  the  White House, and we goinn to  

do i t  w ith in  the law , we going to turn  back to you these domestic 

in s t itu t io n s . *

In  C a lifo r n ia , they voted on the m atter o f  housin' not too 

long ago, in  1966, and the people o f th a t s ta te  voted 4 1 /2  m ill io n
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to 2 m illion  that they wanted to dispose of th e ir  property in the 

manner they saw f i t .  And the Supreme Court of your country said, 

"You c a in 't vote that way." And they struck i t  down. And the 

people of Oklahoma voted on the matter of apportionment of th e ir  

leg is la tu re . And the Supreme Court said, "The people of Oklahoma 

c a in 't  vote that way." Well, why c a in 't  the people of C aliforn ia  

and Oklahoma and Tennessee vote to dispose of th e ir  property in 

the manner they see f i t  or apportion th e ir  leg is la ture  in the 

manner they see f it?  I t  never has been unconstitutional fo r  

them to do that and its  not unconstitutional now, ju s t because 

the Suprem^ Court of our country said so, but they too can 

v io la te  the law. And they have the power but they don't have the 

r ig h t. And recently they wrote a decision, the other day, in 

which they gave the police some authority [stop and f r is k ] .  And 

you know why they wrote that decision? Is because of you who are 

assembled here. They fere hearing from the people of this country 

and when they can change the law at th e ir  own whim, I say they 

go beyond the law and I'm gonna appoint some d iffe re n t sorts of 

judges when a t tr it io n  takes its  t o l l .  *  They say you c a in 't  

pray in a public school anymore--oh, tha t's  v io la tin ' the law, 

they say. And you know, the other day the Supreme Court o f 

this country ruled that a communist can work in a defense plant 

without a security clearance and I woifldn't believe a communist 

with a security clearance, and when I get to be President *  I f  

you elect me President, I t e l l  you what I'm gonna do. And I'm
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gonna do i t  w ithin the law. I'm gonna take every communist out 

of every defense plant in Tennessee *  Yes, we fig h t the commu­

nists in Southeast Asia and le t  'em run wild in th is  country 

and i f  you don't think people a re n 't tire d  o f i t  you oughta 

been with me in C a lifo rn ia . And you know when we were out in 

C aliforn ia we have a professor,—I'm  not ta lk in ' about a ll  

professors, but here's an issue in the campaign—we got these 

pseudo-theoriticians, and these pseudo-social engineers that 

we find  on some college campuses and we find in some pulpits  

and we find on some judges' benches *  and we find  in some news­

paper editors' o ffices *  they guideline w rite rs . They wanna 

t e l l  you how to do. And those that w rite guidelines, some of 

'em have pointed heads and c a in 't  even park a bicycle stra ight *

I'm not ta lk in ' about the true in te lle c tu a ls , we need true 

in te llec tu a ls  in this country. I'm ta lk in ' about the kind that 

assaults the pentagon. I'm ta lk in ' about the kind th a t assaults 

d ra ft board stations. “̂ I'm ta lk in ' about those who lay  on r a i l ­

road tracks and stop defense shipments. I'm ta lk in ' about those 

kind. And the folks in our country's sick and tired  of those 

kind of fo lk s , and when I was in C aliforn ia  one UCLA professor, 

who made a speech derogatory of Alabamians in which they referred  

to us as rednecks—and I said, "Yes, our necks are red from work,in' 

in the sun *  I 'v e  seen some folks whose necks won't ever get 

red cause they've got too much hair on th e ir  necks" *  --You know 

he made a speech, and he draws about $40,000 a year on the tax 

money in C a lifo rn ia , and I said "you hard-workin' taxpayers are
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payln' him $40,000 a year and he makes a speech in which he ca lls  

fo r the burin* down of the c ity ."  He said he oughta burn this  

town down. And they say th a t's  academic freedom and free speech. 

And I said, " I wanna te ll  you, the f i r s t  public college professor 

in my state who makes a statement drawin' tax money that he wants 

to burn the town down, my l i t t l e  w ife 's  gonna f i r e  him so fast 

he won't know what's struck him"*

Another great issue that faces the American people is the 

breakdown of law and order. And you know those in high places in 

th is country have helped to bring about the breakdown of law and 

order because they said we must remove the causes, we must remove 

the reasons, and the leadership of both national parties are sayin* 

we gotta remove the causes for the destruction o f the internal 

security of our country, and I te ll  you that no small group of 

people in th is  country, regardless of who they happen to be, have 

the righ t to destroy the security of 200-odd m illions of people 

in th is  country and do you know who's responsible for the breakdown 

of law and order in th is  country? I t 's  those who want to lose 

the war in V iet Nam. I t 's  m ilita n ts , a c tiv is ts , revolutionaries, 

anarchists and communists, that who *  And I'm not ta lk in ' about 

race. The overwhelmin' m ajority ôf the people in our country— 

of a l l  races—are just as sick and tired  of th is  breakdown of 

law and order as those of us who assembled here tonight. And 

yet I'm asked the question when you ta lk  about law and order, 

and local government, the property ownership system, "Aren't you 

bein' a racist?" Well, i t 's  a sad day in the country when you
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c a in 't  ta lk  about law and order unless they wanna ca ll you a 

ra c is t. I t e l l  you that's  not true and I resent i t  and they 

gonna have to pay attention 'cause a ll people in this country, 

in the great m ajority, the Supreme Court of our country has 

made i t  almost impossible to convict a criminal and i f  you walk 

out of th is bu ild in ' ton ite , and someone knocks you in the haid, 

the person who knocked you in the haid w ill be out o f j^ ij_  before 

you get in the hospital, and on Monday th e y 'll try  the policeman 

i f  you don't watch out *  *  I want to say that you in Memphis, 

and wherever you might liv e , better be proud of the police and 

firemen in this country because I *  One of the f i r s t  things I'm  

gonna do i f  you e lec t me president is to give my moral support 

to the police o f th is  country and te l l  them that I'm gonna do 

i f  you e lec t me president is to give my moral support to the 

police o f th is  country and t e l l  them that I'm gonna give you 

the moral support o f the President of the United States. *  We 

don't need any national police force. Oust le t  the police in 

Memphis and L it t le  Rock and Los Angeles and New York enforce 

the law lik e  they know how to enforce i t  without fear or favor 

and w e 'll have peace in the land and you know i t 's  a sad day 

in our country *  when people in high places cannot even run for  

public o ffice  without being s la in . And yet we have heard people 

in high places speak that you've not a rig h t to obey the laws you 

wanna obey and to disobey those you don't wanna obey. And i f  that 

prevails w e 'll have anarchy. I don't lik e  some o f the laws that 

they passed on us, and I don't like  some of the court orders, but
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we got to obey them whether we lik e  them or not. And one 

reason I'm runnin' for the Presidency is we gonna change some 

court orders and some laws in the proper constitutional manner. *  

You know, the president of our country--and even though 

I don't support President Johnson, he's the president of our 

country and he travels the length and breadth of th is  country, 

he did sometime ago, and whether we agree with him or not, 

and I'v e  always been opposed to him p o lit ic a lly ,  but he is 

the president and he is e n titled  to the respect that o ffic e  

is due. Not only personal respect, but he is en titled  

to respect as the president of our country. And yet he 

went to C aliforn ia not so long ago, and while he was there 

his personal safety was impaired, his l i f e  was impaired and 

threatened, and when he went to the card inal's  funeral in 

New York some time ago, he had to go in the side door because 

of a group of anarchists threatening the personal safety of 

the President of the United States. And when he was in C a li­

fornia a group of anarchists lay down in front of his auto­

mobile. I want to te l l  you as I said on televis ion the 

other night, you elect me the president, and I go to C a li­

fo rn ia , or I come to Tennessee, and a group of anarchists lay  

down in front of my automobile, i t 's  gonna be the las t one 

they ever gonna wanna lay down in front o f."  * *  And yet 

we find  today some of these p o litic ian s  on the national scene 

that a ll  of a sudden are ta lk in  about law and order themselves 

and you know down in Selma Alabama, the Washington Post 

they wrote about what a great holy crusade i t  was--to 

come down a group o f anarchists



•191

of a l l  races, to impair the safety of people in Selma. To block 

trade, commerce and t r a f f ic .  Yet the other day when I announced 

for the presidency in Washington, D. C ., the Washington Post 

had an ed ito ria l in which they said we shouldn't le t  them come 

to th is  town and block our trade and commerce, we ought to put 

a stop to i t .  W ell, they advocated the breakdown of law and 

order in Selma, they created themselves a frankenstein and now 

they c a llin ' on help and you an' me gonna help Washinaton and 

Selma in November *

Hypocrites? You got more hypocrites there than any place 

I know. *  And in Berkeley, they talked about open housin' there, 

y 'know everybody had a runnin' academic f i t  about open housin'. 

They voted on i t  twice in Berkeley and voted against i t ,  so you 

see hypocrisy, bad fa ith , and lack of candor hasn't helped race 

relations in our country but i t  has hurt them. And I say we ought 

to be honest with people, and th a t's  the reason I believe that 

people of a ll  races, are eventually gonna support th is  movement, 

because they'd rather have somebody honest ta lk in ' to them than 

some hypocritical lib era l who lives in Washington *

You know, I can remember not long ago in D etro it, Michigan, 

when you ta lk  about the breakdown of law and order. Gov. Romney 

said, "President Johnson d id n 't send troops on time." President 

Johnson said, "you d idn 't ask for 'em on time." Gov. Romney 

says, "they too many papers to f i l l  out." President Johnson says, 

"you d id n 't f i l l  out enough papers." And then my wife gets a
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telegram from Mr. Ramsev r ia rk , who's another advocate of the

breakdown of law and order, unwittinnly mavhe, *  wrote my wife a

le t te r ,  two paoes, explaining to her how you have to go about

gettinn federal troops in case of the breakdown of domestic

tra n q u ility . You got to hold un your rinh t hand and swear before

so many notary publics; you oot to hold your le f t  hand and swear

to satisfy  the le ft-w in ters  in the country; and you not to f i l l

out duplicate copies to one bureau, tr io lic a te  copies to another,

quintuplet copies to another, and octopunlet copies to another.

And my wife says, "vou know, th is is amusin' and confusin', George,

how d if f ic u lt  i t  is to get troops! I remember we not 'em in

Alabama, Arkansas and Mississippi and d id n 't even ask for 'em." *

They thought i t  was p o lit ic a lly  exoedient to v io la te  the Constitution

insofar as Alabama was concerned, but they're f in d in n  now that i t 's

not expedient to v io la te  i t  even insofar as a deep southern state  

is concerned.

And another issue, and there are many issues in the campaign, 

that we 11 develop as we no along, is our involvement in Southeast 

Asia. And I don't imnugn anybody's motives in the top eschelons 

of our government. I have been to c lassified  and confidential 

b rie fin 's  when I was governor of Alabama with other governors, the 

cabinet of the President, the President, the Vice President, and 

the Joint Chiefs of S ta ff. I t  is a frustrating  and exasperating 

experience, the matter of Vietnam. And there is no simple, 

utopian solution to pur involvement there. There are several
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things we should have learned about th is Involvement. Is that 

we should never have become involved by ourselves, because I t  

is ju s t as much to the in terest of Western Eurone and the non­

communist nations of Asia to defend against communist aggression 

as i t  is  fo r the United States and we should have looked them 

in the face. *

And whether you agree with our involvement or not, we've 

got 500,000 American servicemen and other a llie d  servicemen who 

are to ta lly  committed between l i f e  and death a t this very minute, 

and some of them are bein' k ille d  in Southeast Asia and so we 

should look our European a llie s  in the face and sav, "We need 

you and you need us. *  Rut our nuclear shield is  your deterrent 

to communist aggression. We know that Eastern Euronean nations 

were lo s t and sold out evidentally at Yalta , but Western Eurone, 

we s tab ilized  you a fte r  the war, we loaned you money, we b u ilt  

back your industries and we glad we stab ilized  you because you 

have been in a stab ilized  position, a deterent to further communist 

aggression." And we should te ll  our neighbors in Asia the same 

thing. "But you gonna heln us, and you nonna go with us, and i f  

you don't help us and you don't no with us and don't qu it trad in ' 

with the North Vietnamese and the communist enemies of ours, we 

not only gonna cut o ff foreign aid, but we gonna make you pav 

back every dime that you borrowed from us." *

And advise Mr. DeRaulle who's been f l i r t i n '  with the 

communists and they are now about to stab him in the back, vou
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c a in 't  deal with the communists except from a position o f strength 

and I'm not ta lk in ' about r a t t l in '  sabres and rockets. I'm ta lk in ' 

about bein' strong f is c a lly , economically, in d u s tria lly , ag ricu ltu r­

a l ly ,  m il i ta r i ly  because that in i ts e l f  is a deterrent to a pos­

sib le  th ird  world war. But Mr. OeCaulle evidently has seen the 

B ritish  pound devalued because o f s o c ia lis tic  overspending, 

spending which has brought no return to the B ritish  people. I'm  

not against spending money, I believe in spending money. The 

government oughta build schools and roads and harbors--that is an 

investment. When I was governor of our s tate , and durin' mv la te  

wife s adm inistration, we had the largest highway program in 

Alabama's h istory , the lam est hospital program, we had the largest 

school program, with more colleges and trade schools b u ilt  to 

serve the average c itize n  o^ our state of a ll  races than at any 

time in our history. And we borrowed some money to do some of 

•these things w ith. But we d id n 't borrow any money to build bridges 

in Cuba: we d id n 't borrow any money to build anv bridges in 

Yugoslavia: we b u ilt  them in Alabama and there's a real difference, *  

And Mr. OeGaulle evidently wants to see the American do llar  

devalued, which has been devalued enough through in fla tionary  

processes in our country. When he has some dollars he wants to 

drain our gold out. And so, we find that he gets hundred-million 

here and a hundred-million there. We ouoht to te ll  Mr. DeRaulle,

" I f  you oonna keep on takin ' gold fo ' vo' dollahs when you don't 

have to , we gonna do some old cab-drivin ' looic in our business 

relations with you which would be lust as good or better than
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some of the pseudo-theoreticians lo g ic ."  — I used to be a cab 

driver in college, is the reason I say cab-drivin' log ic . Their 

fie rce  contact with 1 ife  teaches them some things that some of 

our pseudo-social-engineers never learn , in college, and so, what 

I would do, I would ju s t say. "You owe us 7 b illio n  dollahs from 

World War I" and w rite  i t  up on the wall — '7 b illio n  dollahs' — 

"and when you wanted 100 m illion  in gold we'd just put 100 m illion  

under i t  and subtract i t  and say you owe us six b il l io n , nine 

hundred m illio n ."  *  They say i t 's  so complicated and i t  rea lly  

isn t  a ll that complicated, we ju s t need some common sense in 

some of the decisions o f our government. * I sincerely hope that 

the negotiations bein' carried on in France are fru it fu l and that 

we have an honorable peace. I hope that, and I pray fo r that,

.and you do too. 6ut one way that I think we can help conclude 

this war, i f  i t  has to commence on a large scale because they 

break down, is that we should stop the morale buildup by the 

communists in our own country. When we say, today, academic 

freedom, and free speech and the righ t of dissent, give people 

the right to advocate treason, i t 's  not dissent. And you know 

you have a right to dissent about the war, and you have a rig h t  

to say that I don't think we ought to be in the war, i f  tha t's  the 

way you fe e l. Because that is free speech, and that is a freedom 

we possess. But every man on the street understands the difference 

between honest dissent and that which is not honest. And when a 

professor a t Berkeley, the University of C alifo rn ia , rises and 

makes a speech and says le t  us organize a freedom brigade and go
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fig h t the American im p eria lis t soldiers in Southeast Asia and 

they print that in Hanoi, Peking and Moscow, and boost the morale 

of the communists who then k i l l  some more American troops and then 

up a t Rutgers University one--and many have said th is —"I long for  

a communist victory" he says, and when they said, "Do you want, to 

f i r e  th is  man?" They said "Academic freedom!" We going to destroy 

academic freedom in th is country i f  we continue to abuse i t  and 

i f  you 'll elect me the president, the f i r s t  tliina I'm gonna do, 

is have my attorney general to ca ll fo r an indictment against any­

one c a llin ' for communist victory and we see i f  we can 't put 'em 

under a goôd j a i l .  *  There is a great difference in honest dissent 

and an overt act of treason and when I'v e  said that in some places 

they've written "Wallace would j a i l  the Senate." I never said any 

such thing. I said that I would ja i l  tra ito rs , and dissenters 

a r e . . .e n t ire ly . . .two d iffe re n t defin itions as fa r as I'm personally 

concerned. Yes, and you find  also on some college campuses in 

our country organizations ra is in ' money, blood and clothes for 

the Viet Cong communists and fly in *  the V.C. flag  and they say, 

"Well, th a t's  dissent. That's academic freedom." And I say 

that a few of them ought to be dragged by the hair on th e ir  

heads and stuck under a good j a i l  and that would stop that and 

tha t's  what we are gonna do when I get to be president. *  When I 

was out in California they was gonna raise everything under the 

sun against this movement cause they are disturbed now about i t ,  

about th is movement, and a fte r  th is crowd here in Memphis they 

gonna be doubly disturbed. *  When I was out in Los Angeles they
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ha d to w rite  that Wallace f l ie s  the Confederate flag  on the 

cap ito l--1 ik e  we d id n 't f ly  the American fla g . W ell, no flag  

f l ie s  higher in the hearts of Alabamians and Tennesseans than 

the American fla g . But one reason we love the American flag is 

because* i t  embraces the flags of a l l  our states and the flags  

of our heritage, which includes the flag  of the Confederacy.

So we flew the Confederate flag  to commemorate the centennial 

of the War between the States. And the American flag f lie s  on 

the same spot on the capitol grounds in Alabama since the year 

1917 --before I was born. And a contingency of Ohio troops put 

the flag  up. And they put i t  in the wrong p la c e --it  was Ohio 

folks that did i t - - *  And what I said in California--w e might 

f ly  the Confederate f la g , but there's one thing for sure. Where 

you see the Confederate flag  f ly in ' you won't see any Viet Cong 

flags f ly in ' *  And you won't see anybody ra is in ' money and 

blood and clothes for the communists. And I am proud of the 

condition of support for our country in Tennessee and our great 

section of the country and in the Volunteer State.

Now, you know while I was out there they talked about napalm, 

and I want to te l l  you th is , I don't want to hold you here too 

long because (No!No!) you been here a long time but le t  me te l l  

you th is , while I was in C aliforn ia a group of folks was marchin' 

on a ll  the college campuses say in* we ought not to have napalm 

and we against k i l l in '  c iv ilia n s . W ell, I'm against k i l l in '  

c iv ilia n s , too, and I'm sorry that any c iv ilia n  is k ille d  in any 

war. But the communists cause the k il l in g  o f c iv ilia n s , not the
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people o f 0^  country. Were i t  not for the communists no c iv ilian s  

would be bein k ille d  any place--not in Southeast Asia or any place 

else. But during World War I I ,  my young friends who might attend 

college are here tonight, when you hear somebody stand up and 

beat his chest and say we got to stop k i l l in '  c iv ilia n s  in Hanoi, 

and his organization has opposed the dropping of napalm, you ask 

him what his organization said durin' World War I I  when we were on 

the same side as the communists and you know the communist Daily 

Worker and every front organization in Tennessee and C aliforn ia  

said we ought not to be in this war. That's when Germany and 

Russia were at peace with each other. But the day a fte r  the night 

that Germany invaded Russia, the communists Daily Worker and every 

front organization came out and said we must jo in  th is war and 

defend and fig h t this war and we did fig h t and I was against 

Nazism because i t 's  ju s t as mean and te r r ib le  as communism and 

we fought Nazism but we were on the same side and we saved the 

communist system at Leningrad, at Stalinnrad, with 10 b illio n  

dollars of materials manufactured in Tennessee and Alabama.

And every time we dropped a thousand tons of bombs on Tokyo,

B erlin , and Rome, these same groups who today decry the bombing 

of c itie s  said "Bomb 'em some mo'. K ill a ll  the c iv ilian s  in 

these countries." So when they te l l  you, my young friends, they 

don't want any c iv ilian s  k ille d , they ta lk in ' about c iv ilia n s  in 

the communists' capita ls . They d id n 't mind k i l l in '  a ll the c iv ilian s  

in the non-communist capitals of the world in fig h tin ; Russia, so 

when they t e l l  you they for peace and for c iv ilia n s , they ly in '
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to you. And i f  you pay any attention to them and you an objective  

person, you gonna wake up short one day because they not one 

ounce of tru th  in any organization in this country that advocates 

the breakdown of law and order on the one hand and th e ir  leaders 

then wind up in Hanoi, Peking, and Moscow. And have you seen 

the likes in this country of people in high places winin' and 

d in in ' folks who advocate the breakdown of law and order and 

then themselves wind up some place c a llin ' for communist v ictory .

I don t  understand i t .  The average man in C aliforn ia don't under­

stand i t ,  and people in Tennessee don't understand i t ,  and so they 

going to get the ax in November.

So you know they say i f  you run for the presidency, can you 

win? Well, le t  me te ll  you th is . I t  doesn't take but a p lu ra lity  

to win when three or more are runnin'. In our electoral collene 

System that Sen. Dirksen said the other day, "We going to have to 

change this thing on account of th is  Wallace fe llo w ." *  We 

a t least got 'em ta lk in ' about changin' the Constitution, which 

is something that no. movement in the country lik e  this has ever 

done before. But you know i f  I get 34% of the vote in Tennessee 

and the other two parties get 33% apiece, then we win the electoral 

vote of the state. *  You can win without a m ajority. Not that

we don't have a majorUy viewpoint, but i t  is a p o litic a l fact

that you can win on less than a m ajority.

And you know I went to Wisconsin four years ago with a ll these

things they said about me, with no time and no money and no
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orqanization, and we not 35% of the vote in the Democratic 

primary in Wisconsin four years ago; and we got 30% in Indiana; 

and we not 44% in Maryland and they counted the votes. I don't 

know how many I 'd  have gotten i f  I 'd  counted them myself. *

You know, this was on a television show, from one of our 

speeches but I 'd  lik e  to te l l  i t  again. You know we were leadinn 

in Marvland with no organization, just the grass roots people, 

but we were leadinn in that state about 8 or 9 o'clock that nifÿit 

with about several hundred thousand votes already reported and 

they called the mavor of Baltimore on the te levision and he was 

a bin-time p o lit ic ia n , naturally: thev said "what do you think

about it?" And of course he said, " I t 's  a sad day in the free  

State of Maryland!" He said, "We won't ever liv e  this down i f  

we exis t another thousand vears! What has come over the people 

of the free state of ' ^yland?" Well, i f  he'd none out and asked 

a good cab driver h ouId of told him but they don't ask cab 

drivers any more, tht c some fe lla  lik e  I said a moment ago 

who c a in 't  park his b: J e  s tra igh t. *  About that time there

was a request fo r a recapitu lation of the vote. W ell, bein' from 

Alabama, I wasn't sure what recapitulation was (Launhter a l l  throiinh 

here.) But I knew that I was noinn to find out. *  And about ID 

o'clock the head recapitu lator of Maryland came on the te levis ion *  

and he said *  "We have had a request fo r recapitu lation. *

And we have thoroughly recapitulated *  and upon this recapitu­

la tio n  *  Gov. Wallace is now behind *  "I'm not quite sure 

what i t  is vet, but i f  anybody in Memnhis ever te lls  you they
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gonna recapitu late on you, you better watch'em, they gonna do 

somethin' to you. *

We've learned how to recapitu late ourselves and we've, learned 

many things since 1954 and they've learned a lo t  of thinns about 

us. And to those Republicans who say "you might cause us to lose," 

le t  me say that I withdrew in 1964 from those states I was qualified  

in because I d id n 't want to s p lit  the vote up and I withdrew, and 

they ran a poor campaign, as you know. So since the Gallup poll 

the other day showed that there are more independent voters than 

there are Republican voters, maybe somebody ought to withdraw for  

us. *

And remember this also, they've talked about the people of our 

nation, they've talked about throwin' i t  into the House. Well, 

we're not runnin' to throw i t  into the House, we're runnina to win. *  

But that question comes up and the only time I answer i t  is that 

i t ' s  asked. But i f  i t  were thrown into the House and no one got 

a m ajority in the electoral college, since both parties stand for 

the same identical philosophy, we have nothing to lose and everythina 

to gain. And so, don't le t  'em ta lk  that to you in the newspapers. 

And remember th is , they keep ta lk in ' about our people are sick in 

the country. They say our people are sick. The people of our 

nation are as good and fin e  a people as ever populated the United 

States and I'm  tire d  *  I te l l  you who's sick. I t 's  some of the 

leadership in this country th a t's  sick. *  When the newspapers, 

the Washington Post and the New York Times and the Milwaukee Journal
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and the other large newspapers when they w rite an ed ito ria l about 

you and me you remember that the ed ito ria l w rite r's  onë man and 

you are one man and you one woman and your a ttitu d e  and mine i t  

ju s t as good about these matters or better as th e irs . So, don't 

le t  that worry you when they te ll  you that some newspaper said *  

w e ll, you said so and you represent ju s t as many votes as the 

editor of any newspaper in th is country good or bad *  and le t  me 

t e l l  you this * they are not always rig h t. I remember when Mao 

Tse Tung was comin' to power in China. What did the New York 

Times and the Newsweek, and the Time magazine that makes fun of 

people even in death--year tha t's  what they do and I resent that 

too, i f  you want to know the truth about i t .  *  - -  They said, 

they said Mao Tse Tung is an agrarian reformer, he wants to help 

the poor people of China and Chiang Kai-Shek oughta be thrown out. 

I t  turned out they were mistaken. Mao Tse Tung was a communist 

who wanted to destroy the United States and so they were not 

r ig h t then, were they? And many people in the armed services 

while they was in the South Pacific they knew from private to 

general that Mao Tse Tung was a communist but not the smart fo lk  

who sometimes try  to mold public opinion in th is  country, they 

d id n 't see that from th e ir  ivory towers; and when Ben Bella was 

down there in Algeria they said the same thinqs--"He's a good 

man"--he turned out to be a communist. And when Castro was in 

the h ills  of Cuba they brought him up to Washington and New York 

and they introduced him on national te levis ion as the George 

Washington of Cuba and he was said by the New York Times to be
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the Robin Hood of the Caribbean. And every cab driver in Alabama 

said he was a communist. Ry in s tin c t, thev knew. *  And thev 

not always rin h t.

And so, my friends, as one w rite r has said, the people of 

this nation look to the soul of the South to heln place this nation 

back on the road to sanity. And there are m illions of peonle who 

are as good as we in other parts of the country but th e ir  leader­

ship has le t  them down. And they lookin' to us. And i f  you don't 

believe i t  you oo with me to Milwaukee or to Escanaba Michigan, 

to Macomb, Ohio, to Tacoma, Washington, to Fontana, C a lifo rn ia , 

you can see th at--th ey  dependin' on vou. And I again sav that 

my nraver is , as I said in the openin' of a t the end of mv 

inaugural address when I was inaugurated Governor of Alabama, 

that God would bless a ll o f the people of th is state and of this  

country, regardless of th e ir  race or color. And I ' l l  te l l  you 

what you do, i f  yo u 'll go out and work fo r us from now on t i l l  

this campaign's over. I ' l l  come back to Tennessee prior to the 

campaign and you and me together w ill continue to shake the eveteeth 

of the libera ls  in both national parties . Thank vou a ll very much.



Table 1
RANK COUNTY

1 MACON
2 GREENE
3 LOWtslDES4 WILCOX 7 7  g

SUMTER 76.3

A BULLOCK
7 HALE
8 PERRY
9 MARANGO

10 DALLAS
11 BARBAUR
12 MajROE

13 CT) CHOCTAW
( T )  RUSSELL

15
16 HENRY

38
39 BALDWIN

' LIMESTONE
41
42
1*3 SHELBY

CT) CALHOUN
. CT) MADISON
^5 DALE
46
V  CLAY
48
49 CT) CHILTON

CT) FAYETTE
51 ETWAH

56 CT) CHEROKEE
CT) WALKER

58 CLPBURN
59 JACKSON
r,o
61 MARION

63 MARSHAI.L
6 6  DE KALB
65 aiLlMAN
6 6  WINSTON

PERCENT NON-WHITE

83.5
81.3
80.7

71.9
70.7
65 .8  
62.1
57.7  
52.0
50.7

49 .6
49 .6

CLARKE 49 .5
17 45 .6
î f i  CONECUH 45.5
18 CT) BUTLER 4 4 . 7

CT) PICKENS 44.7
20 AUTAUGA 42.2
21 PIKE 41 .3

22 MONTGOMERY 3 8 . 3

I I  CEE 36.8
26 CHAMBERS 36.7
I I  COOSA 36.2
26 JEFFERSON 34.6
27 WASHINGTON 3 4 , 5
28 ESCAMBIA 34.2
29 ELMORE 33.8
30 MOBILE
31 TALLADEGA
32 CRENSHAW
33 BIBB
36 TALLAPOOSA
35 TUSCALOOSA
36 HOUSTON
37 RANDOLPH

32.3
32.0
31.1
30 .8
28 .9  
28.7
27 .4
25.5

UWRENCE 22.3
21.0
20.9

COFFEE 20.8
COLBERT 19.3

18.9
18.8  
18.8  
18.0

ST.CLAIR 16.8
16.4

COVINGTON 16.1
15.9
15.9
15.5
15.152 GENEVA

53 LAMAR 1 4 . 7
56 MORGAN 12.6
55 LAUWÏRDALE 11.8

10.4
10.4  
6 .4
6. 1

FRANKLIN 5 . 6

3.4
BLOUNT 3 . 3

2.3
2 . 0
1.1
0 .5

STATE 30.1

"^^C D  BY PERCENT NON-WHITE POPULATif.^N: 1962
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Table 2

States Ranked by Percent Statewide P re s id e n tia l Vote fo r  W allace, 1968

S tate

A1abama 
M ississ ipp i 
Louisiana 
Georgia 
Arkansas 
Tennessee 
South C arolina  
North C arolina  
F lo rid a  
V irg in ia  
Oklahoma 
Texas 
KentUj 
Mary 
Del a 
Neva 
I da hi 
Alas 
Ohio 
Hissouf 
Indiana  
Kansas 
Michigan 
Arizona 
West V irg in ia

%Wallace S tate ^Wallace

New Jersey 9.1
Wyoming 8 .7
I l l in o is ■ 8 .5
Nebraska 8 .4
Pennsylvania 8 .0
New Mexico 7 .9
Wisconsin 7 .6
Colorado 7 .5
Washington 7.4
Montana 7.3
C a lifo rn ia 6 .7
Utah 6 .3
Oregon 6.1
Connecticut 6.1
North Dakota 5.7
Iowa 5.7
New York ' 5 .3
South Dakota 4 .8
Minnesota 4 .3
Rhode Is lan d 4.1
New Hampshire 3 .8
Massachusetts 3 .7
Vermont 3 .2
Maine 1 .6
Hawaii 1 .5
Washington D.C. 0

STATES RANKED BY PERCENT STATEWIDE VOTE CAST FOR GEORGE WALLACE FOR 
PRESIDENT: 1968. (ADAPTED FROM CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY IN C ., CON­
GRESSIONAL QUARTERLY WEEKLY REPORT, VOL. XXVII NO. 23 (PART ONFÏÏF 
TW iï'TO TIT 9 W T O T T C iïV E R ) .

Î06-



- 207 -

□
I

I 
I
#

##

I



' Table 2 ;

States Ranked by Percent Statewide P re s id e n tia l Vote fo r  W allace, 1968

s ta te ^Wallace S tate %Wallac

Alabama 65.9 New Jersey 9.1
M iss iss ip p i 63.5 Wyoming 8.7
Louisiana 48.3 I l l in o is 8.5
Georgia 42.8 Nebraska 8.4
Arkansas 38.9 Pennsylvania 8.0
Tennessee 34.0 New Mexico 7 .9
South C arolina 32.3 Wisconsin 7.6
North C arolina 31.3 Colorado 7.5
F lo rid a 28.5 Washington 7.4
V irg in ia 23.6 Montana 7.3
Oklahoma 20.3 C a lifo rn ia 6.7
Texas 19.0 Utah 6.3
Kentucky 18.3 Oregon 6.1
Maryland 14.5 Connecticut 6.1
Del aware 13.3 North Dakota 5.7
Nevada 13.2 Iowa 5.7
Idaho 12.5 New York ' 5.3
Alaska 12.1 South Dakota 4.8
Ohio 11.8 Minnesota 4.3
M issouri 11.4 Rhode Is lan d 4.1
Indiana 11.4 New Hampshire 3.8
Kansas 10.2 Massachusetts 3.7
Michigan in .o Vermont 3.2
Arizona 9.6 , Maine . 1 .6
West V irg in ia 9.6 Hawa i i 1.5

Washington D.C. 0

STATES RANKED BY PERCENT STATEWIDE VOTE CAST FOR GEORGE WALLACE FOR 
PRESIDENT: 1968. (ADAPTED FROM CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY IN C ., CON­
GRESSIONAL QUARTERLY WEEKLY REPORT, VOL. XXVII NO. 23 (PART ONEITF 
T W f f T O T S T  J U N E  6 ,  1 W T B A ' C K  COVER) .
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Table 3

Summary o f  Candidate Rankings

Candidate Know 50° Mean
F ir s t  Choice 

Mentions*
Last Choice 

Mentions*

Nixon 1% 16 66 .5 36% 8%

Humphrey 1 61 .7 25 13

Muskie 8 31 61 .4 16 10

Agnew 7 41 50.4 4 13

LeMay 7 29 35.2 3 40

Wallace 2 13 31.4 11 62

Note: columns marked w ith  an a s te r is k  ( * )  may to ta l  to  more than

100% because a respondent could have given more than one candidate  

the same highest o r  lowest score.

(Adapted from WEisberg and Rusk, “Dimensions o f Candidate E va lu a tio n ", 

mimeo. Table 1 ) .
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WALLACE
Tonight—Mon , June 10 

WCQV-TV Channel 20 8:30 p nL
Tomorrow Night—lues..

WSFA-TY Channel 12 9:30 p m.

M. rt>. A*. W t m m w t r n m  t m m f n  I ,  W l * I M l . * M .

Typical W allace Campaign Advertisem ent



Appendix H* The American Independent P a rty  P la tfo rm

PREAMBLE

A sense o f  d e s t in y  pervades the c re a t io n  and adoption o f  t h is  

f i r s t  P la tfo rm  o f  the American Independent P a rty ,  a P la tfo rm  

personifying the ideals , hopes, aspirations and^jjrojDosals fo r action  

of the Party and its  candidates for the Presfdency'and Vice Pres­

idency o f the United States, George C. Wallace and Curtis E.

LeMay.
As this great nation searched vainly fo r leadership while 

beset by r io ts , minority group rebellions, domestic disorders, 

student protests., spirpling liv in g  costs, soaring in terest rates, 

a frightening increase in the crime ra te , war abroad and loss of 

personal l ib e r ty  a t home; while our national p o litic a l parties  

and th e ir  leaders paid homage to the legions of dissent and d is -  

order and worshipped a t the shrine of p o lit ic a l expediency, only 

th is  Party, the American Independent Party, and its.candidates  

George C. Wallace and Curtis E. LeMay, possessed the courage and 

fo rtitu d e  to openly propose and advocate to the nation those 

actions which are necessary to return th is  country to its  accus­

tomed and deserved position of leadership aij^ng the community of 

nations and to o ffe r  hope to our people of some r e l ie f  from the 

continued turm oil, fru s tra tio n  and confusion brought about through 

the fearfu l and inept leadership of our national p o litic a l p arties .

it is  to  this end and fo r t h is  p u rp o s e  th a t  th is  P l a t f o r m

is designed. Herein w ill be set fo rth  the po lic ies , a ttitu d e ,

p r o p o s a l s  and p o s itio n  o f th is  P arty  and i t s  candidates, t re a t in g

w ith  t h o s e  m atters o f deepest concern to  th e  average American,

-2 1 0 -
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his home, his family, his property. hl5 employment, his right to

safety  and s e c u rity  in  the pursuit of the a c t iv i t ie s  o f h is  d a ily  :

l i f e ,  h is  r ig h t  to freedom from in te rfe re n c e  and harassment from and 

by the government a t  a l l  le v e ls  and. la s t ly ,  h is  p rid e  in  h im self

and th is  nation  and a l l  th a t i t  has stood fo r .

We fe e l th a t th is  American has an in tense devotion to  his  

coun try , g lo r i f ie s  in  i t s  accomplishments and is  saddened by i t s  

fa i lu r e s  and shortcomings; th a t  he is  to le ra n t  o f the m istakes o f  

p o li t ic a l  leaders  i f  he senses th e ir  ac tio n s  to  be in  good f a i th  and 

d irec te d  to  the best in te re s t  o f  the country , but he is  confused

and dismayed when these leaders desert the prin^ple o f government

fo r  th e  people and ded icate  themselves to  m in o rit/appeasement as

the country burns and decays.

This document tre a ts  o f both fo re ig n  and domestic p o lic y  and

is  b a s ic a lly  designed to  present th e  proposals and a c tio n  programs 

o f  th is  P arty  and i t s  candidates in  th e  area o f:

1 . Peace abroad and domestic t r a n q u i l i t y  a t  home.

ever continu ing  ta x a tio n , 

subsidy.

'  S S S S S I S S  '

ju r is d ic t io n  and r e s p o n s ib ili ty .

'—..a. #W a =-
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8. Ending the in fla tio n ary  spiral- of the past decade 
through fis c a l responsib ility  and e ffic iency  in a l] 
echelons of government. ,

9 The o rd e r ly  and economical u t i l i z a t io n  o f  the n a tu ra l
resources o f th is  n a tio n  coupled w ith  a se n s ib le
program of conservation of these resources.

% s ^ % ir^ s h a r e ^ o f r e s p o n s ib i l i t^ ^ ^
development of the mighty potential o f th is  nation.

11. A re-dedication of th is  country to the o f God and 
country and the creation of a ju d ic ia ry  mindful of 
the attitudes of the people in  th is  regard.

With these cardinal princip les in  mind, we herein set forth  

the precepts of our Party and Candidates in the following areas of

concern:

DOMESTIC POLICY

C learly , our c itizens are deeply concerned over the domestic 

plight o f th is  nation. I ts  c it ie s  are in decay and turm oil; i ts  

local schools and other in s titu tio n s  stand stripped o f th e ir  

rig h tfu l authority; law enforcement agencies and o ffice rs  are 

hampered by a rb itra ry  and unreasonable res tric tio n s  imposed by a 

beguiled ju d ic ia ry ; crime runs rampant through the nation; our 

farmers exis t only through u n rea lis tic  government subsidies; welfare  

ro lls  and costs soar to astronomical heights; our great American 

in s titu tio n s  of learning are in chaos; liv in g  costs r is e  even 

higher as do taxes; in te res t rates are reaching new heights; d is­

ciples of dissent and disorder are rewarded fo r  th e ir  disruptive  

actions a t  the expense o f our law-abiding, God fearing , hard 

working c itize n ry . America is  alarmed th a t these conditions have 

come to ex is t and that our national leadership takes no corrective  

action. We feel that the programs and policies o f our Party 

offers th is  leadership and provides constructive proposals of



.2 1 3 .

action for the e llm inaiibn:of the conditions now existing

This we woulddo in the following manner.

Local Government 

The Founding Fathers of our country, when they had won th e ir  

freedom from King George I I I  in the Mierican Revolution, and were en­

gaged in setting up our Federal Government, in th e ir  in f in ite  

wisdom, visualized the tyranny and despotism which would inevitably  

resu lt from an omnipotent central government; and, they sought to  

avoid that p eril by delegating to that central or federal government 

only those powers which could best be admjnistered by a central 

or federal government, such as the laying and collecting  of taxes 

to pay the national debt, providing fo r  the common defense, regul­

ating commerce between the states, declaring and waging war, 

coining money and establishing and maintaining a postal system.

And then they provided, in A rtic le  X o f the B ill  of Rights, the 

Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, that:

"The powers, not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by i t  to the states, 
are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.

The Federal Government, in derogation and flag ran t v io la tion

of th is  A rtic le  o f the B ill of Rights, has in the past three

decades seized and usurped many powers not delegated to i t ,  such as,

among others: the operation and control of the public school

system of the several states; the power to prescribe the e l ig ib i l i t y

and qualifications o f those who would vote in our state and local

elections; the power to intrude upon and control the farmer in the

operation of his farm; the power to t e l l  the property owner to whom

he can and cannot se ll or rent his property; and, many other rights
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and privileges of the individual c itiz e n , which are properly 

subject to state or local contro l, as distinguished from federal 

control. The Federal Government has forced the states to reapportion 

th e ir  leg is la tu res , a prerogative of the states alone. The 

Federal Government has attempted to take over and control the 

seniority  and apprenticeship l is ts  of the labor unions; the 

Federal Government has adopted so-called "C ivil Rights Acts," 

p a rticu la rly  the one adopted in 1954, which have set race against 

race and class against class, a ll  of which we condemn.

I t  shall be our purpose to take such steps and to pursue 

such Courses as may be necessary and required to restore to the 

states the powers and authority which r ig h tfu lly  belong to the 

state and local governments, so that each state shall govern 

and control its  internal a ffa irs  without interference or domination 

o f the Federal Government. We feel th a t the people of a given 

state are in better position to operate its  internal a f fa irs ,  such 

as its  public schools, than is the Federal Government in Washington; 

and, we pledge our best e ffo rts  to restore to state governments 

those powers which r ig h tfu lly  belong to the respective states, and 

which have been i l le g a l ly  and unlawfully seized by the Federal 

Government, in d ire c t v io la tion  of A rtic le  X o f the B il l  of Rights.

The Federal Judiciary  

Our forebears, in building our government, wisely provided 

and established, in the Constitution o f the United States, that 

the Federal Government should consist of three branches, the 

L eg is la tive , represented by the Congress, whose duty and respon­

s ib i l i t y  i t  is to enact the laws; the Executive, represented
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by the  P re s id e n t, whose du ty  i t  is  to en force  the  laws enacted 

by the  Congress; and, th e  J u d ic ia l ,  whose du ty  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  

i t  is  to  in te r p r e t  and construe  those law s, no t to  enact them.

The C o n s titu t io n  o f  the  U n ited State$__provides th a t  the  

ju d ic ia l  power o f  the  U n ited  S ta tes s h a ll be vested in  a Supreme 

C ourt and in  suc*h in f e r io r  c o u rts  as th e  Congress s h a ll from  tim e  

to  tim e o rd a in  and establish; and. fu r th e r ,  th a t  th e  judges o f  the  

Federal c o u rts  s h a ll ho ld t h e i r  o f f ic e s  f o r  l i f e ,  d u ring  good 

behav io r.

In the period o f the past three decades, we have seen the 

Federal ju d ic ia ry , prim arily  the Supreme Court, transgress 

repeatedly upon the prerogatives o f the Congress and exceed its  

authority by enacting ju d ic ia l le g is la tio n , in the form of de­

cisions based upon p o lit ic a l and sociological considerations, 

which would never have been enacted by the Congress. We have 

seen them, in th e ir  so lic itude fo r the criminal and.lawless 

element of our society, shackle the police and other law enforce­

ment agencies; and. as a re s u lt, they have made i t  increasingly 

d if f ic u l t  to protect the law-abiding c itize n  from crime and 

crim inals. This is  one of the principal reasons fo r the turmoil 

and the near revolutionary conditions which prevail in  our country 

today, and p a rtic u la rly  in  our national c a p ita l. The Federal 

ju d ic ia ry , fee lin g  secure in th e ir  knowledge that th e ir  appoint­

ment is fo r  l i f e ,  have fa r  exceeded th e ir  constitutional au thority , 

which is  lim ited  to in terpreting  or construing the law.

I t  shall be our policy and our purpose, a t the e a r lie s t  

possible tim e, to propose and advocate and urge the adoption o f an
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amehdment to  the  U nited S tates C o n s t itu t io n  whereby members o f  the

Federal ju d ic ia ry  a t D is tr ic t level be required to face the e le ­

ctorate on his record at periodical in terva ls ; and, in  the event 

he receives a negative vote upon such e lection , his o ffic e  shall 

thereupon become vacant, and a successor shall be appointed to

succeed him.

With respect to the Supreme Court and the Courts of Appeals 

I  would propose that th is  amendment require re-confirmation of 

the o ffic e  holder by the United States Senate a t reasonable

in te rva ls .

Private Property 

We hold that the ownership o f private property is  the r ig h t  

and priv ilege  o f every American c itize n  a n ^ is  one of the founda­

tio n  stones upon which th is  nation and its  free-enterprise  system 

has been b u ilt  and has prospered. We fee l that private property 

rights and human rights are inseparable and in d iv is ib le . Only in  

those nations that guarantee the r ig h t of ownership of private  

property as basic and sacred under th e ir  law is  there any recog­

n ition  of human rights .

We feel th a t the American system of private property owner­

ship. coupled with its  system of free  enterprise, upon the basis 

of which our country has grown and prospered fo r more than two 

hundred years, is  sacred; and, we repudiate and condemn those 

who propose to transform our nation into a s o c ia lis t s tate; and, 

we propose to furnish and provide a national leadership that is  

dedicated to the preservation and perpetuation o f the great 

American system o f private enterprise and private  ownership o f

property.
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We repudiate and.condemn any federal action regulating or .

controlling the sale or rental of private property as a socia l­

is t ic  assault upon not only the system of private ownership of 

property, but upon the rig h t of each American c itize n  to manage 

his private a ffa irs  without regulation from an all-powerful

central government.

There is  no provision in the Federal Constitution which gives

Congress the power to regulate the sale or rental of private  

property. Such le g is la tio n  strikes a t the very heart of the 

American system and i f  followed to its_ log ica l conclusion w ill 

inevitably lead to a system a lie n  to our concept of free  gov­

ernment, where c itizens are no longer able to make decisions 

fo r themselves, or manage th e ir  personal a f fa irs . We pledge 

to take the Federal Government out of the business o f controlling  

private property and return to the people the rig h t to manage 

th e ir  liv e s  and property in a democratic manner. , •

Crime and Disorder 

Lawlessness has become commonplace in our present society. 

The permissive a ttitu d e  o f the executive and ju d ic ia ry  a t the 

national level sets the tone fo r th is  moral decay. The crim in­

al and anarchist who preys on the decent law abiding c itize n  is  

rewarded fo r his misconduct through never ending ju s t if ic a t io n  

and platitudes from those in  high places who seem to have lo s t  

th e ir  concern fo r that vast segment o f America that so strongly

believes in law and order.

We hear much o f the "root causes" fo r  the depredations

committed in o u r  streets and in our towns and c it ie s .  We hold
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that these are to be found in  the apparent absence of respect for 

the law on the part of the perpetrators of these offenses, and 

the unexplainable compassion for the criminal evidenced by 

our executive and ju d ic ia l o ffice rs  and o f f ic ia ls .  We advocate 

and seek a society and a government in which there is an a ttitud e  

of respect fo r the law and for those who seek its  enforcement 

and an insistence on the part of our c itizens that the jud ic iary  

be ever mindful o f th e ir  primary duty and function of punishing

the g u ilty  and protecting the innocent.

We urge fu l l  support fo r law enforcement agencies and o fficers  

at every level of government and a s ituation in which th e ir  actions 

w ill not be unreasonably fe ttered  by a rb itra ry  ju d ic ia l decrees.

We w ill in s is t on f a i r  and equal treatment fo r a l l  persons

before the bar of ju s tic e .

We w ill provide every assistance to the continued tra in ing  and

improvement of our law enforcement fa c i l i t ie s  a t  federal and 

local le v e l, providing and encouraging mutual cooperation between 

each in his own sphere o f resp on sib ility .

We w ill support needed le g is la tio n  and action to seek out 

and bring to ju s tice  the criminal organizations of national scope

yoperating in our country. y  y .

We w ill appoint as Attorney General a person*^interested in

the enforcement rather than the disruption o f legal processes

and restore that o ffic e  to the d ign ity  and stature i t  deserves

and requires.

We w ill provide leadership and action in  a national e ffo rt  

against the usage of drugs and drug addiction, attacking this
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p r o b l e m  a t every level and every source in a fu l l  scale campaign

to ,d rive  th is evil from our society.

We w ill provide increased emphasis in the area of juven ile

delinquency and juven ile  offenses in order to deter and rehab­

i l i t a t e  young offenders.

We w ill not accept violence as the answer to any problem

be i t  socia l, economic, or self-developed. Anarchists and law 

vio la tors  w ill be treated as such and subjected to prompt arrest

and prosecution.

We w il l  oppose federal le g is la tio n  to enforce the regis­

tra tio n  of guns by our c itize n s , feeling  th a t th is  measure would 

do l i t t l e  or nothing to deter criminal a c t iv ity , but, ra th er, 

would prove re s tr ic tiv e  to our decent, law abiding c itizen s , and 

could well encourage further a c tiv ity  by the crim inal. We w ill 

preserve to the states th e ir  rights  to take such reasonable 

measures as they deem appropriate in th is  area.

C ities  and Suburbs 

The urban areas o f our nation are in  a state of social an4 

economic unrest, la rg e ly  brought about through u n fille d  promises 

h astily  and carelessly made and the fa ilu re  o f ill-conceived  

programs enacted under duress and compulsion. For th is , we must 

hold responsible the national leadership of the other two p arties , 

fo r  they Were jo in t  partners in th is  disastrous course o f action  

resulting in the s ituation  now existing  in our c it ie s .

We object to a federal policy which has poured b illio n s  of 

dollars into our c it ie s  over the past decades but which has not 

been able to prevent stagnation and decay and has resulted in
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the f l ig h t  of m illions to the suburbs. We re je c t the notion that 

the solution is untold additional b illio n s  to be poured into the 

c itie s  in the same manner, whether such huge sums are to be raised 

from taxes on the middle class in general, or by unwelcome taxes 

on those who liv e  in the suburbs of the individual c it ie s . We 

submit that no government can buy contentment for those liv in g  in 

the c it ie s ,  suburbs, or rural areas. We advocate the formulation 

of a mutually arrived a t ,  jo in t  federa l, state and local policy which 

w ill make i t  economically and socially  a ttra c tiv e  and physically  

safe fo r people to liv e  again in a ll sections of a ll  of our c it ie s .

We submit that the science and technology, which made possible 

the development and growth of these c it ie s ,  is the instrument

whereby th is can be brought about.

S p e c ific a lly , there must be a restoration and maintenance of

law and order before any program, no matter how well conceived 

w ill succeed. We pledge ourselves to th is  accomplishment and w ill

exert forceful leadership a t local level to such e f fo r t .

Those to ta lly  u n fitted  by tra in in g , background and environment 

fo r urban liv in g  who have been lured to the metropolitan areas by 

the wholly fa ls e  promises and commitments o f self-seeking p o lit ic a l 

leaders must be affoded an opportunity fo r tra in in g  o r, in  the 

a lte rn a tiv e , an opportunity to return to gainful employment in the 

less urbanized area from when they came. This we propose to. accom­

plish in conjunction with private industry through a program of 

d ive rs ifica tio n  and de-centralization  of expanding industry into  

•areas away from metropolitan centers, thereby providing r e l ie f  

fo r many o f the problems of the area while providing productive
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l i f e  fo r those afforded the opportunity to depart these overcrowded

areas.
We advocate assistance, but not control, to local governmental 

units from the federal level to enable them to cope with th e ir  

m u ltip lic ity  of problems, feeling  they are better prepared to 

o ffe r solution than those more removed therefrom.

We advocate and w ill sponsor a partnership with the private  

sector o f our economy in the restoration of job opportunity and 

a healthy liv in g  environment to our c it ie s  through programs made

econom ica lly  a ttra c tiv e  to industry.

We w ill support programs designed to provide means by which

home-ownership can become a re a lity  to our c ity  dwellers, thereby 

in s t i l l in g  a greater fee ling  o f d ig n ity , s ta b ility  and respons­

ib i l i t y  in those benefiting from such a program.

Above a l l ,  there must be a restoration o f order in our c it ie s

as a prelude to any program of assistance, fo r without order 

neither government nor private industry w ill meet with success. 

Herein lie s  the cause of much fa ilu re  in the past.

Job Opportunity and The Poo_r ■ ■

We fee l th a t the matter o f our c itizens in need and the 

existence of job opportunities are so closely related as to

warrant concurrent consideration.

Ha are convinced that the average'American believes in  the 

inherent d ignity  o f gainful employment, preferring th is  method 

o f atta in ing  a livelihood to any welfare grant or benefit not 

earned through his own e ffo rts . For th is  reason we consider 

the solution to the problem o f our needy c itize n s , capable of
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gainfuT employment tp be the provision of job opportunity. This 

win be the goal of our Party and our adm inistration.

Our f i r s t  consideration w ill be the inclusion of private

industry in th is  program and e ffo r t , We_believe that the private

sector o f our economy has the w ill and capab ility  of providing 

a solution to the problem of poverty much more promptly,and 

e ff ic ie n tly  than any or a l l  governmental programs of indiscrim in­

ate welfare contributions. .Based on th is  premise, we w ill work 

in partnership with private industry in a program mutually bene­

f ic ia l  to each to provide these job opportunities. We propose 

to make th is  program economically a ttra c tiv e  to industry through 

tax incentives and other means o f economic ben efit, believing 

fu l ly  that the answer to th is  problem lie s  in the vigor and 

capab ility  o f our tremendous free  enterprise system.

We would propose that the federal government aid and assist 

in a well designed program of job tra in in g  or re -tra in in g  for  

those in need thereof. This w ill  be a t the vocational school and 

lower le v e l, depending on the needs of the tra inees. We w ill 

encourage and assist the states in programs of job tra in ing  or 

re -tra in in g  through re a lis t ic  productive e ffo rts  in th is  respect, 

including assistance to the establishment and maintenance of 

vocational trade schools and other lik e  in s titu tio n s  designed to 

provide s k illed  and sem i-skilled personnel fo r industrial em­

ployment, as well as means whereby " in -tra in in g " programs can be 

carried out by private industry in cooperation with government.

In the event a public works program becomes necessary to 

provide employment fo r a l l  employable Americans, we w ill  provide 

such a program assuring, however, th a t these programs be needful
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and p rod u c tive  and th a t  the p a r t ic ip a n ts  engage in  la b o r  b e n e fic ia l

to the nation and its  economy rather than becoming wards of the 

government and the recipients of gratuitous handouts.

For those unemployable by reason of age, in firm ity , d is a b ility  

or otherwise, provision w ill be made fo r th e ir  adequate care 

through programs of social services based on the requirements 

and needs of these persons. We hold that a ll  Americans are 

deserving of and w ill have the care, compassion and benefits

of the fullness of l i f e .

Health and Wei fare

Senior Citizens .

Social Security is  basically an old age, survivors and

d is a b ility  Insurance Plan. I t  provides fo r c itizens to  pay 

into the Trust Fund during th e ir  working years and is designed 

to replace part o f the earning capacity o f the partic ip an t, or 

his fam ily , lo s t due to retirem ent, death or d is a b ility . During 

past administrations, the Social Security Trust Fund,has been 

depleted and current payments are being made from current revenues. 

Social security cannot be financed from current revenues or from 

the Federal Treasury without rais ing taxes or jeopardizing other 

essential programs of government. Such a policy is irresponsible.

We pledge to restore the Social Security Trust Fund to a 

sound financia l basis and by responsible fisc a l policies to insure 

following:
I .  An immediate increase in  so c ia l s e c u rity  payments w ith  

a goal o f a 60% increase in  b e n e fits .

2 An increase in  the minimum payment to  $100, w ith  annual
cost o f liv in g  increases.
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additional income.

Our goal is  to make every senior c itize n  a f i r s t  class 

c itize n ; to restore th e ir  d ig n ity , prestige, se lf-resp ect, inde­

pendence and th e ir  security, without intrusion into th e ir  private  

lives  by federal bureaucrats and guideline w rite rs .

Health Care
I t  is the obligation of a responsible government to help 

people who are unable to help themselves. There should be adequate 

medical assistance available to the aged and tjio^ 'unable  to a ffo rd  

treatment. This can best be achieved through a partnership between 

federal and state governments and private enterprise. Medica.e 

should be improved. I t  should be strengthened in  conjunction 

with medical care provided a t state and local governmental levels  

and by private insurance. Through sound fis c a l management we 

set as a goal the following improvements in  Medicare:

1, R e lie f to persons unable to pay deductible charges
under M edicare.

SecSrirchërk??h?mSrthl"?or7to
s e rv ic e  coverage under Medicare..

■ S S S S -S h:'"
In th is  land o f plenty, no one should be denied adequate

medical care because of  his financial conditiort.
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We are p a r t ic u la r ly  d is tu rb e d  about the  d o e to r -p a t ie n t ,  and

the .h o s p ita l-p a t ie n t  re la t io n s h ip .  We stand s o l id ly  fo r  freedom 

o f cho ice  in  t h is  r e la t io n s h ip .  I t  is  ou r in te n t  th a t  medical 

care programs, be c a rr ie d  o u t w ith o u t s u b je c tin g  our p ro fe s s io n a l 

people and ou r h o s p ita l a d m in is tra to rs  and personnel to  the  

harassment which has been th e i r  l o t  s ince  the  im plem entation o f  

the Medicare program. We b e lie ve  th a t  those a s s is te d  by the  

Medicare program should have some degree o f  s e le c t io n  in  the  

medical and h o s p ita l se rv ice s  fu rn is h e d  to  them, and .,tha t s im p li­

f ic a t io n  in  th e  a d m in is tra t io n  o f  t h is  program would prove o f  

b e n e f it  to  government, p a t ie n t and the  p ro fe s s io n a l p r a c t i t io n e r

a l ik e .

American medical and denta l p ra c t ic e  is  the  adm itted  marvel 

o f  th e  v io r ld . I t s  t r a d i t io n a l  freedom is  one o f  the  c h ie f  reasons 

why th is  is  so. The American Independent P a rty  pledges c o n t in ­

uous study and e f f o r t  to  m a in ta in  th a t  freedom b o th . fo r  d o c to r

and fo r  p a t ie n t .

O ther S ocia l Services

The people o f  t h is  land  a re  th e  f ib e r  o f  ou r n a tio n . T h e ir

w e ll-b e in g  is  e s s e n tia l to  a s tro ng  Am erica. U n fo rtu n a te ly ,

many o f  ou r c it iz e n s  are unable to  earn an adequate l i v i n g ,  due to

no f a u l t  o f  t h e i r  own. Our aged, our b l in d ,  and ou r d isa b le d

who are  unemployed are  th e  concern o f  us a l l .

In  every area o f  s o c ia l w e lfa re , r e h a b i l i t a t io n  should be 

o f, paramount concern. T h is  in c lu d e s  ph ys ica l re s to ra t io n  where 

po ss ib le ,, t r a in in g  to  develop new s k i l l s ,  a d u lt  educa tion  in  many 

in s ta n ce s , and broad coo p e ra tive  endeavors between government and 

p r iv a te  in d u s try - to  develop jo b s  th a t  the  le s s  s k i l le d  can f i l l .



we b e lie v e  th a t  fevery American p re fe rs  independence and a wage 

earned. For those in f i r m i t ie s ,  age. o r o th e r problems preven t such 

independence, w e lfa re  se rv ice s  should be adequate to  p rov ide  a

l iv in g  w ith  d ig n ity  and honor. — — —

Dependent c h ild re n  become the  re s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  government 

when they  la c k  the  care and support o f  paren ts o r guard ians.

Every e f f o r t  should be made to  p rov ide  support by re sp o n s ib le  

persons ra th e r  than the  government, where p o s s ib le . However, 

when c h ild re n  are separated perm anently, by death o r .o th e r  cause 

from t h e i r  fa m il ie s ,  a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  government should sa fe -

guard, p ro te c t ,  serve and care fo r  them.

In  every area p o s s ib le , fe d e ra l g ra n ts  should be adm in is te red

th rough  e x is t in g  s ta te  and lo c a l governmental agenc ies , thus 

e lim in a t in g  a d d it io n a l fe d e ra l o f f ic e s  and agencies which m erely 

d u p lic a te  e f fo r t s  o f  e x is t in g  s ta te  and lo c a l agencies.

Ite w i l l  rev iew  and examine th e  a d m in is tra t io n  o f  these programs 

w ith  a view  to  the  e lim in a t io n  o f  waste and d u p lic a t io n  and thereby 

b e t te r  serve the  purposes and people designed to  be a s s is te d . We 

subscribe  to  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  b lock g ra n ts , adm in is te red  by s ta te

agencies as a possible solution to these problem s.

N ationa l Economy 

The n a tio n a l economy must be re s to re d  to  and m a in ta ined  

in  a h e a lth y , v ia b le  posture  under c o n d itio n s  assu ring  to  each 

in d iv id u a l American the  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  and en joy 

th e  b e n e fits  a r is in g  from  a re a l p ro s p e r ity ,  as d is t in g u is h e d  

from  th e  fa ls e ,  in f la t io n a r y  c o n d itio n s  p re s e n tly  e x is t in g .  As 

a f i r s t  s tep th e  n a t io n 's  bu s iness , in d u s try  and o th e r  agencies
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and organizations of production must be freed from the ever 

increasing intrusions of government into the a ffa irs  of these 

in s titu tio n s  and organizations. This nation achieved its  economic 

greatness under a system of free  enterprise, coupled with human 

e ffo r t  and ingenuity, and thus i t  must remain. This w ill be the

a ttitu d e  and objective of th is Party.

There must be an end to in fla tio n  and the ever increasing 

cost of liv in g . This is of v ita l concern to the laborer, the 

housewife, the farmer and the small business man, as .well as the 

m illions o f /Wericans dependent upon th e ir  weekly or monthly 

income fo r sustenance. I t  wrecks the planned lives  and r e t ire ­

ment of our e lderly  who must survive on pensions or savings 

gauged by the standards of another day.

We w ill take immediate, a ffirm ative  steps to bring these 

conditions to an end through selective decreases in the lavish  

expenditures o f our federal government and through the in s titu ­

tio n  o f e ffic ien cy  into the operation of the machinery of govern­

ment, so badly plagued with duplication, overlapping and excesses 

in employment and programs. Bureaucracy w ill cease to exist solely  

fo r  bureaucracy's own sake, and the institu tio ns  and functions 

o f government w ill  be judged by th e ir  e ffic iency of operation and 

th e ir  contribution to the lives and welfare o f our c itizen s .

We w il l  support.and assist business and industry in  those 

areas needful and desirable, such as in the area o f small businesses.

We w ill  enforce those laws designed to protect the consumer 

and wage earner, but w ill elim inate those programs and agencies 

serving only to harass and intim idate our business community.
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He win rev iew  and propose re v is io n s  to  our p resen t ta x  

s tru c tu re  so as to  ease the  load o f  the  small income c i t iz e n  and 

to  p lace upon a l l  t h e i r  r ig h t f u l  s i  e o f  the  ta x  burden.

We w i l l  work toward a re d u c tio n  ,n the  ta x  burden fo r  a l l  

our c i t iz e n s ,  using as o u r to o ls  e f f ic ie n c y  and economy in  th e  

o p e ra tio n  o f  g o v e rm e n t, the  e lim in a t io n  o f  unnecessary and waste­

f u l  programs and re d u c tio n  in  government expend itu res a t  home 

and abroad.

He w i l l  e lim in a te  th e  fa v o ra b le  trea tm en t now accorded the  

g ia n t ,  non-tax paying fou n d a tion s  and in s t i t u t io n s  and re q u ire  

these o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  assume th e i r  r ig h t f u l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  as

to  the  o p e ra tio n  o f  ou r government.-

To ach ieve these goa ls  and o b je c t iv e s , we would use government

fo r  the  s tre ng the n in g  o f  th e  f re e  e n te rp r is e  system ra th e r  than

th e  replacem ent o f  th e  fre e  e n te rp r is e  system by government. We

believe th a t strength and confidence in the American p o litic a l

and economic system w i l l  tend to  encourage dom estic p r iv a te

investment and prosperity in our economy.

He would propose th a t  e f fe c t iv e  use be made d u ring  our ad­

m in is t r a t io n  o f  economic a d v iso rs  ded ica ted to  th e  p re se rva tio n  

and s tre n g th e n in g  o f  o u r economic freedoms in  the  area o f  e n te r­

p r is e ,  la b o r  and m arke ting  th a t  have.c o n tr ib u te d  so much to  th e

strength o f the American system.

Our a d m in is tra t io n  w i l l  be ded ica ted  to  the  maintenance o f  

p ro s p e r ity  and p r ic e  s t a b i l i t y  in  ou r economy. We w i l l  i n s t ü  

tu te  a s tro ng  a n t i - in f la t io n a r y  f i s c a l ,  monetary and deb t manage­

ment p o lic y  in  ou r n a tio n  as the  f i r s t  requ irem en t to  s o lv in g  

in te rn a t io n a l problem s.
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We propose to  r e ly  h e a v ily  upon a c o m p e titiv e  m arket s tru c tu re  

ra th e r  than upon p r ic e s  adm in is te red  o r  f ix e d  by b u re a u c ra tic  

procedures.

We do no t propose to  use p e r io d ic ,  in te r m it te n t  ta x  ad justm ents 

o r surcharges as a to o l o f  economic p o lic y  under the gu ise  o f  s ta -  

b i l i z in g  th e  in f la t io n a r y  s p ira l we are e xp e rie n c in g .

We fe e l l i t t l e  is  done to  curb in f la t io n a r y  tre nds  in  the  

n a t io n 's  economy m ere ly  by ta k in g  from  th e  taxpaye r in  o rde r to  

e n ric h  the  spending programs o f  b ig  government. We propose, ra th e r ,  

a s ta b il iz e d  and e q u ita b le  ta x  base a ffo rd in g  f a i r  tre a tm e n t to  

those o f  small income and designed to  cause a l l  persons, o rg a n iza ­

t io n s  and founda tions  to  assume t h e i r  r ig h t f u l  f in a n c ia l re s ­

p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  goverrm ent coupled w ith  s e le c t iv e  and prudent, 

re d u c tio n s  in  the  w a s te fu l expend itu res o f  government.

Agriculture

A m erica 's  a g r ic u ltu re ,  and e s p e c ia lly  the  sm all fa rm e r, is  

on the  b r in k  o f  d is a s te r .  Under both Democratic and Republican 

a d m in is tra t io n s , the  income o f  o u r fa rm ers has s te a d ily  d e c lin e d . 

Farm p r ic e s  have been rang ing a t  a p a r i t y  le v e l th e  low e s t s ince  

th e  dark days o f  th e  g re a t dep ress ion . In d iv id u a l producers a re  

unable to  re g u la te  th e  o u tp u t o r p r ic e  o f  t h e i r  products and 

s tr in g e n t  go ve rm e n t c o n tro ls  have been fo rc e d  upon fa rm ers . 

R e vo lu tio n a ry  methods o f  p rodu c tio n  hâve re s u lte d  in  increased 

y ie ld  from le s s  acreage and re q u ir in g  le s s  manpower. The farm er 

is  hampered by a f a u l t y  system o f  d is t r ib u t io n ,  and h is  co s ts  

have con tinued to  increase a t  an as tronom ica l r a te .  Y e t. a l l  

A m erica 's  fa rm ers have rece ived  from  e ith e r  o f  the  o th e r two
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p a rt ie s  has been: broken prom ises. '

The fo llo w in g  is  the  pledge o f the American Independent Party

to ou r n a t io n 's  fa rm ers :

1. We pledge ou rse lves  to  the  p ro te c t io n  and p re se rva tio n  
o f  th e  fa m ily  fa rm , which is  the backbone o f  American 
A g r ic u ltu re .

2 We pledge th a t  the new S ecre ta ry  o f  A g r ic u ltu re  w i l l
im m ediate ly begin to  support p r ice s  a t  90% o f p a r i ty  
which is  th e  h ighes t le v e l provided under p resen t law .

3. Congress w i l l  be urged to  increase the maximum support
to 100% o f  p a r i t y .

4 L e g is la t io n  w i l l  be sought to  pe rm it farm ers to  exe rc ise  
th e i r  freedom o f  cho ice  to  vo te  whether o r no t to  come 
under se lf-im posed  c o n tro ls .

5 We propose th e  c re a tio n  o f  a N ationa l Feed G rain A u th o r ity ,  
a u th o rize d  to  make lon g -te rm  loans fo r  development

• o f  farmer-owned and c o n tro lle d  warehouses, to  be s t r a t ­
e g ic a l ly  lo c a te d , p e rm itt in g  farm ers to  s to re  la rg e  
q u a n t it ie s  o f  g ra in  and to  s e l l  d i r e c t  to  the  tra d e  
through th e i r  own lo c a l o rg a n iz a tio n s .

6 We propose th a t  no p o r t io n  o f  the  n a t io n 's  emergency 
reserves o f  fo o d , feed o r f ib e r  be so ld  fo r  le ss  
than 115% o f  the  p re v a il in g  farm  p r ic e  support o, 
th a t  commodity.

7. A l i m i t  to  subsidy payments should be se t in  o rd e r to
preven t an u n fa ir  advantage being b u i l t  up by g ia n t  
co rp o ra te  farm  s tru c tu re s  over our small farm er o r 
fa m ily  fa rm s.

8 We propose to  impose reasonable l im ita t io n s  on the 
im po rt o f  fo re ig n  farm  and meat products in to  th is
c o u n try .

9 I t  is  ou r b e l ie f  th a t  con tinued support o f the REA and 
o th e r co o p e ra tive  programs designed to  improve m arketing 
methods c o n d itio n s  th roughou t th e  n a tio n  is  v i t a l
to  our fa rm ing  In te re s ts .

10 I t  IS our b e l ie f  th a t  fe d e ra l support f o r  farm  research 
is  im p o rta n t, and th a t A g r ic u ltu re  C olleges and _  
Extension Services should be more e f fe c t iv e ly  u t i l i z e d .

11. Governmental agencies s im ila r  to  th e  Farm Home
1 s t r a t io n  have been b e n e f ic ia l to  fa rm ers and should be 
improved and con tinued .
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12. We propose, that the State Department and the Agriculture  
Department work together in a jo in t e ffo rt to develop
a vigorous export program.

13. We support a good soil conservation program and pledge 
the continuation and improvement of such program.

14. I t  is our policy to assist in improving farm production 
reporting in order th a t farmers obtain more accurate 
production forecasts for planning purposes.

15. I t  is our intention to sim plify the adm inisyation of 
a ll  farm programs, and to elim inate wasteful duplication  
and red tape within the Department of Agriculture.

16 We w ill work toward gradual relaxation and elim ination  
of farm regulation and control with a concurrent reduc­
tio n  in required subsidization as farm income increases, 
the eventual goal being the elim ination of 
and the need for subsidy, such program being contingent 
upon the increase in farm income to a level making 
subsidy unnecessary.

17. We w ill require that programs fo r disease and insect 
control be continued and expanded where needed i f  i t  is  
indicated that state and'local bodies need and desire 
assistance from the federal le v e l. Such program would, 
among other things, provide fo r necessary steps to 
eradicate the imported f i r e  ants. This pest is not 
prevalent throughout a major portion of the southern 
region but w ill eventually a ffe c t three-fourths of the 
land area of the United States i f  eradication is not 
accomplished promptly.

The farmers of th is  nation are e n title d  to a f a i r ,  ju s t  

and equitable p ro fit  on th e ir  investment, ju s t as c itizens in 

other fie ld s  of endeavor. I t  is our b e lie f that a major step 

toward solving our problems in agriculture would-be to insure a 

substantial increase in farm income. I t  is  time for a new 

Secretary o f Agriculture who represents the views and in terest o f  

the farmer and the rancher, and who w ill work ceaselessly and 

t ire le s s ly  to improve the income and the lives  of America's farm  

fam ilies . We pledge to you such Secretary and such a program.
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Labor '
America achieved its  greatness through the combined energy

and e f fo r t s  o f  the  w orking men and vmmen o f  th is  co u n try . Re­

te n t io n  o f  i t s  g reatness re s ts  in  t h e i r  hands.

Through the means o f  t h e i r  g re a t tra d e  o rg a n iz a tio n s , these 

men and women have exe rted  tremendous in flu e n c e  on the  economic 

and so c ia l l i f e  o f  the  n a tio n  and have a tta in e d  a standard o f 

l i v in g  known to  no o th e r n a tio n . In the  meantime. American la b o r . 

has become a bulwark a g a in s t the  in t ru s io n  o f  fo re ig n  ideo log y  

in to  our fre e  s o c ie ty . America must be e te rn a l ly  g ra te fu l to  i t s

working men and women.

The concern o f  the  P arty  is  th a t  the  ga ins which la b o r

s tru g g le d  so long to  o b ta in  no t be lo s t  to  them e ith e r  through 

in a c t io n  or subservience, to  i l l o g i c a l  dom estic p o lic ie s  o f  our

o th e r n a tio n a l p a r t ie s .

Vie propose and pledge

To guarantee to  and p ro te c t la b o r in  i t s  r ig h t  o f  c o l l -  
a c t iv e  b a rg a in in g ;

p ro d u c t iv ity  o f  America; 

and women;

and o th e r p re ro g a tiv e s ; 

w ith o u t such o rg a n iz a tio n .
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To support programs and le g is la t io n  designed to  a f fo rd  /
an e q u ita b le  minimum wage, d e s ira b le  working hours .and 
c o n d itio n s  o f  employment, and p ro te c t io n  in  the event 
o f  a d v e rs ity  o r  unemployment;

To add e f f ic ie n c y  and d isp a tch  to  the a c tio n s  and a c t i ­
v i t ie s  o f  the N ational Labor .Relations Board, re s u lt in g  
in  more prompt d e c is io n s  by th is  agency;

To pledge and assure th a t  la b o r w i l l  be adequately 
represented in  a l l  d e lib e ra t io n s  o f  t h is  P arty  and 
i t s  a d m in is tra t io n  o f  the  a f f a i r s  o f  government;

To cause a l l  agents o f  government to  r e f r a in  from
any co e rc ive  a c tio n  in  s t r ik e  se ttlem en ts ,, se rv ing
in  the ro le  o f  counselo r and a d v iso r o n ly ,  b e lie v in g  
th a t  good f a i t h  ba rga in ing  between the  p a rtie s  
concerned is  th e  best s o lu t io n  to  any se ttle m e n t.

Education

W ithou t question  education o f fe rs  the  answer to  many o f  the  

n a t io n 's  s o c ia l and economic problems. I t  is  t ra g ic  th a t  du ring  

the  past decades, w h ile  governed a lte rn a te ly  by the  Republican 

and Democratic p a r t ie s ,  we have w itnessed the  d e te r io ra t io n  o f  

ou r p u b lic  school systems in to  a s ta te  o f  d is ru p t io n  wherein the  

maintenance o f  o rd e r is  the  major problem and q u a li ty  education is

a fo rg o t te n  o b je c t iv e .  Our educa tiona l, leaders  and a d m in is tra to rs

are  d iscouraged and dismayed by th e  co n tin u in g  a tta c k s  upon, and 

th e  e ros ion  o f ,  t h e i r  d u tie s  and a u th o r ity  by agents o f  the  fe d e ra l 

bureaucracy and members o f the  fe d e ra l ju d ic ia r y .

Local educa tiona l o f f i c i a l s  have been s tr ip p e d  o f  t h e i r  

a u th o r ity  to  a d m in is te r the  a f f a i r s  o f t h e i r  school systems.

Harassing d irectives and requirements o f  an unreasonable and unreal­

i s t i c  na tu re  are c o n s ta n tly  being imposed upon them. P arents, 

s tuden ts  and educators a l ik e  a re  dismayed, confused and a t  a lo ss  

as to  where to  tu rn  fo r  r e l i e f .  Many o f  our in s t i tu t io n s  o f  

h ig h e r le a rn in g  have been com p le te ly  d is ru p te d  by a sm all band o f



revolutionaries, encouraged by the permissive a ttitu d e  of exe- '"

cutive and ju d ic ia l o f f ic ia ls  of government and the a c tiv it ie s

of other anarchists throughout the nation.

Many of our primary and secondary school systems have 

become centers fo r social experimentation rather than centers of 

learning, serving merely as pawns fqr the whims and caprices of 

some member of the federal jud ic iary  or some agent of the federal

bureaucracy.

These conditions must come to an end. Our educational systems 

and in s titu tio n s  must once again be given the opportunity to resume 

th e ir  r ig h tfu l duty of preparing the youth of ArneHca fo r entry

into our highly competitive society. /  ^

As a f i r s t  and immediate step we must absolutely prohibit 

the agencies and agents of the federal government from intruding 

into and seeking to control the a ffa irs  of the local school systems 

of the states, counties and c it ie s  of the nation. . Control of 

these schools must be returned to the local o f f ic ia ls ,  representatives 

of the people, who have the rig h tfu l duty and authority to administer

such school. ',

■ Once returned to proper contro l, order must be restored and

education of our children again become the primary matter of concern 

in these schools. Sociological experiments must cease. The people 

of the several states, counties, c it ie s  and communities must be 

given the rig h t to administer the a ffa irs  of th e ir  schools as they 

see f i t  without fear or threat of re p ris a l, economic or punitive, 

from the federal government.
W e  m u s t  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  of our ins titu tio ns
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Of h igher,learn ing now in the hands of revo lu tio n a rie s . We must 

support these o f f ic ia ls  in the res to ra tio n  of order on th e ir  campuses 

and we must assure th a t no assistance, f in a n c ia l or otherw ise, 

from the federal leve l be given to those seeking to d isrupt and

destroy these great in s titu t io n s .

America is a nation "Under God" and we must see th a t i t

remains such a nation . We w il l  support w ith a l l  the power o f

the Executive action to restore to our educational in s titu tio n s  

and the ch ildren  they serve the r ig h t and freedom o f prayer

and devotions to God.

We must assure th a t the federal government a s s is t in a l l

. phases of the educational processes o f the nation without

attempting to control these processes,.--------

With these thoughts in  mind,

in s titu t io n s .

;-„srss s ■” “
status.

The co m plex ities  o f  education are  many. S ta te  and lo c a l

o f f ic ia ls  are faced with t r e m e n d o u s  pressures to provide e a rly

childhood education , increased teach er s a la r ie s , provide vocational
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technical education, improved elementary and secondary education, /

provide ad u lt education, continuing education, and urban and 

rural education, provide fo r higher education, graduate and pro­

fessional education.
The goals of the American Independent Party are to improve

the educational opportunity fo r  a l l  our c itize n s  from early  c h ild ­

hood th ro u g h  the graduate leve l . we b e lie v e  th a t the improvement

of educational opportunity can best be accomplished a t the state  

and local leve l w ith adequate support from the federal le v e l.

Science and Technology 

The s c ie n t if ic  and technological s k i l ls  and accomplishments 

of America are the marvel o f modern c iv i l iz a t io n .  Our potentia l 

in  th is  area is  un lim ited . Our development o f th is  po ten tia l must 

be commensurate with our c a p a b ility . We l iv e  in a f ie rc e ly  

com petitive world in the area o f science and technology. For 

s o c ia l, economic and security  reasons we must not lag behind.

We would propose, encourage and provide from the federal 

leve l assistance to those o f our youth showing demonstrated capacity  

in >hese  areas o f endeavor. Federal grants based on a b i l i t y  and 

ap titude w il l  be provided to assure development o f s k il ls  in  th is

f i e ld .

Federal assistance w il l  be made av a ila b le  fo r research in  

various f ie ld s  o f science fo r in  research l ie s  the key to tomorrow.

Such assistance w il l  be d irec ted  both to ind iv idua ls  and to

in s titu t io n s .
We propose that t h i s  re s e a rc h , development and s c ie n tific  

knowledge so acquired be directed to human problems a s  well a s

national s ecu rity . In  the f ie ld s  o f housing, tran spo rta tio n .
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education, industry and re lated a c t iv i t ie s ,  these s k i l l s  and the

knowledge so acqu ired  can make fo r  a b e tte r  l i f e  fo r  a l l  Americans.

Emphasis on the fu r th e r  e x p lo ra tio n  and u t i l i z a t io n  o f  space 

must be renewed. T h is , ag a in , is  a h ig h ly  co m p e titive  area 

between n a tio n s , bu t no t fo r  t h is  reason a lone , bu t fo r  th e  w e lfa re  

a rc  s e c u r ity  o f  th is  n a tio n , we must not be la c k in g  in  ou r e f f o r t

in  t h is  f i e l d .

V/e f u l l y  support renewed and expanded e f fo r ts  in  our space 

program w ith  the o b je c t iv e  o f  a c q u ir in g  knowledge and experience 

o f  b e n e f it  to  the  peaceful p u rs u its  o f  mankind as w e ll as th a t 

e s s e n tia l to  th e  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r ity  o f  th is  n a tio n .

Transportation

The expansion o f  Am erica 's in d u s try ,  commerce and i t s  economy 

depends upon i t s  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  system. America cannot m a in ta in  

i t s  p o s it io n  as w o rld  le a d e r in  in d u s try  and commerce unless 

a l l  modes o f  tra n s p o r ta t io n  a re  ab le  to  meet the  demanding cha llenges 

o f  the  fu tu re .  To so lve  A m erica 's  tra n s p o r ta t io n  problems re q u ire s

in g e n u ity  and p la nn in g .

A irp o r t  congestion  around most m ajor c i t ie s  is  not o n ly  a

growing problem , bu t an ever in c re a s in g  danger. We face a m ajor

r a i l r o a d  c r is is  and c i t iz e n s  in  many urban areas are unable to

t ra v e l s h o rt d is ta nces  w ith o u t de lays due to  congested highway

t r a f f i c .  Our merchant marine f le e t  has dw indled and our sh ip

b u ild in g  in d u s try  s u ffe rs  today. Th is  no t o n ly  a f fe c ts  our

economy, bu t is  a se rious  handicap to  Am erica 's m i l i t a r y  m ig h t.

We th e re fo re  fa v o r

1 The development o f  a modern, low  co s t dom estic mass
tra n s p o r ta t io n  system w ith in  our congested urban areas;

X  /
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2.- Development o f high-speed passenger t r a in s  between urban
areas;' ' y / /

d e v e îjp
adequate methods o f  c o n t r o l l in g  a i r  con ges tio n , and fo r
f in a n c in g  and im proving a ir p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ;

<■ K '£ " M f— -,UR-S S£S;-K,S,'“ “-
in d u s try .

The In te rs ta te  Highway System is  one o f  A m erica 's w ise s t 

investm ents. Every e f f o r t  must be made to  speed up c o n s tru c tio n  

on e x is t in g  p la n s , and fa rs ig h te d  p lann ing o f  a d d it io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  

must be accom plished. The In te rs ta te  Highway System must be 

expanded, adding new ro u tes  between p o p u la tion  c e n te rs , and e x tra  . 

a t te n t io n  should be g iven  to  c o n s tru c tin g  a d d it io n a l freeways in  

and around congested urban areas. Not o n ly  is  t h is  necessary 

fo r  th e  expansion of'commerce and the  economy, bu t h ighw ay-sa fe ty

demands i t .

Thousands o f  Americans lose t h e i r  l iv e s  each year on th e  n a t io n 's  

highways. Most o f  these deaths are unnecessary. W ith proper 

highway p la n n in g , s t r i c t e r  enforcem ent o f  highway law s, and in te n s i f ie d  

d r iv e r  educa tion , a long w ith  proper s a fe ty  devices p rov ided on 

au tom ob iles , we w i l l  be ab le  to  c u t these needless and t r a g ic

f a t a l i t i e s  to  a small f r a c t io n .

P u b lic  s a fe ty  and convenience demand th a t  we engage in  a

v a s t program to  improve and fo u r - la n e  many o f  the  lo c a l road and

highway netw orks. Highway c o n s tru c tio n  is  fin a n ce d  by those

persons using the highways and is  one^cd -̂UmaJfew fecknnil programs

th a t  is  s e lf- f in a n c e d  which amounts to  a c a p ita l investm ent o f

p u b l i c  f u n d s ,  and t h is  we g re a t ly  fa v o r .
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We w i l l  encourage the  development w ith in  the  tra n s p o r ta t io n  ^

in d u s try  o f  o rg a n iz a tio n s  who are s p e c ia l is ts  in  the  movement 

o f  passenger and cargo from p o in t to  p o in t ,  using a l l  modes and 

means o f  t ra n s p o r ta t io n ,  and we w i l l  encourage h e a lth y  co m p e titio n  

between such agencies and o rg a n iz a tio n s .

N atura l Resources and C onservation 

The p re se rva tio n  o f  our n a tu ra l resources and the  q u a l i ty  

o f  our n a tu ra l environm ent has g re a t ly  been ignored d u rin g  the 

past decade. We are v i t a l l y  concerned about the  fu tu re  w e l l ­

being o f  ou r c it iz e n s  and f u l l y  re a liz e  th a t  p o s it iv e  a c tio n  

programs must be undertaken, in  a coope ra tive  e f f o r t  between the 

fe d e ra l government and th e  s ta te s , to  assure adequate ou tdoor 

re c re a tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s  and to  assure necessary h e a lth  safeguards 

fo r  genera tions to  come. To these ends we make th e  fo llo w in g

pledge to  the  American people:

1. We w i l l  promote an aggress ive  campaign a t  a l l  le v e ls  o f  
government to  combat th e  se rious a i r  and w ater p o l lu t io n  
problem.

2. F u ll support w i l l  be g iven  to  the  es ta b lishm en t o f  ade­
quate w ater q u a l i ty  standards to  p ro te c t the  p resen t 
h igh q u a l i ty  w aters^ to  abate p o l lu t io n ,  and to  
improve the  s ta tu s  o f  waters no t now considered o f  h igh
q u a l i ty .

3 We w i l l  work in  c lose  coopera tion  w ith  p r iv a te  in d u s try  
and governmental agencies toward en g inee ring  designs 
to  abate the  mounting a i r  p o l lu t io n  problem s.

4. We w i l l  a c t iv e ly  support research to  c o n tro l pests through 
b io lo g ic a l means and chemical means which a re  more

. s e le c t iv e  and le ss  p e rs is te n t than those now used.

5. L e g is la t io n  and an a c t iv e  program are  necessary to  
p ro te c t ou r endangered w i ld l i f e  spec ies . Th is  problem 
is  o f  se rio us  concern and w i l l  re c e iv e  o u r immediate 
a t te n t io n  and a c t io n ,

5. We w i l l  work fo r  p ro te c t io n  o f  ou r w ate rfow l wetlands 
and n e s t lin g  areas.



., : - 2 4 0 - .V '

fo w l and o th e r a q u a tic  c re a tu re s . ^

•: 5 :eaHz=a:BHa'
d o l la r  in ve s te d .

a c t iv e  programs a t  a l l  le v e ls  o f  government fo r  the 
development o f  e x is t in g  parks and proper outdoor 
re c re a tio n a l programs. P u b lic  lands must be u t i l iz e d  
f o r  m u lt ip le  uses to  b e n e f it  a l l  o f  ou r people.

5 £:'s%5 ze=a5 =a-'
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  planned re fo re s ta t io n  programs, 
and programs fo r  p ro te c t io n  o f  our fo re s ts  from the  
ravages o f  f i r e  and o th e r d e s tru c t iv e  causes.

America is  blessed w ith  an abundance o f  n a tu ra l resources, 

w ith  b e a u t ifu l scenery and b o u n t ifu l w a te rs . Th is  land o f  ours 

should no t be marred and i t s  resources wasted. We. recognize, 

th a t  progress in v ite s  c o n s tru c tio n  and in d u s t r ia l  development 

and we recogn ize  i t s  n e c e s s ity , bu t we,must assure th a t  the  

in ta n g ib le  values o f  ou r pa rks , fo re s ts  and e s tu a rin e  areas w i l l  

be p ro te c te d , promoted and developed and th a t  America s h a ll re ta in

i t s  scen ic  beauty o f  c e n tu rie s  to  come.

We w i l l  p lace p a r t ic u la r  emphasis on the  problems o f  a i r  and 

w ate r p o l lu t io n  and w i l l  i n i t i a t e  j o i n t  coo pe ra tive  programs w ith  

p r iv a te  in d u s try  to  a tta c k  and so lve  these problems, as t h e i r  

c o r re c t io n  is  in  th e  in te re s t  o f  a l l y ^ e n t s  o f  ou r n a tio n a l 

l i f e ,  th e  peop le , the  government and th e  n a t io n 's  in d u s try .
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Veterans

America owes no' o th e r group o f  c it iz e n s  so much as we do 

• our ve te ra n s . To th a t group of. s e l f - s a c r i f ic in g  and p a t r io t ic  

in d iv id u a ls  who have r is k e d  t h e i r  l iv e s  fo r  ou r n a tio n  and i t s  

p r in c ip le s  in  past wars and c o n f l ic t s ,  ahd to  our brave men and 

women re tu rn in g  from  s e rv ice  in  Vietnam, we pledge you the 

support o f  the American Independent P a rty . We-pledge to  you and 

your dependents our assurance o f  a c t iv e  and v igo rous ass is tance  

in  seeking ou t jo b  o p p o r tu n it ie s ;  jo b  t r a in in g ;  fu r th e r  educationa l 

o p p o r tu n it ie s  and business o p p o r tu n it ie s . We lik e w is e  support a 

program to  p rov ide  educa tiona l b e n e fits  to  c h ild re n  o f deceased 

ve te rans in  o rde r th a t  the y  may re ce ive  a q u a l i t y  education  and 

p a r t ic ip a te  in  A m erica 's  co m p e titiv e  s o c ie ty  o f  the  fu tu re .

We pledge to  our ve te ra n s , t h e i r  fa m ilie s  and dependents the 

coope ra tion  and a c t iv e  ass is tance  o f t h e i r  government in  p ro v id in g  

adequate m edical tre a tm e n t and h o s p ita l ca re . V ete rans ' b e n e fits  

and d is a b i l i t y  b e n e fîts  w i l l  be updated and re v ise d  p e r io d ic a l ly  

in  o rd e r to  meet th e  increased co s t o f  l i v in g .  The Veterans 

A d m in is tra tio n  and i t s  h o s p ita ls  w i l l  remain as an independent 

agency o f  the government, and i t s  one o b je c t iv e  w i l l  be to  serve

ou r ve te rans and t h e i r  fa m il ie s .

Ind ian  A f fa i r s

For over 100 years the  o th e r two p a r t ie s  have been making 

promises to  our fe l lo w  c i t iz e n s ,  the  American Ind ians and Eskimos. 

For over 100 years th e  promises o f  those p a r t ie s  have no t been 

kep t. Our P arty  o f fe r s  to  these independent and hard working 

people a new hope, We promise th a t  a l l  o f  the programs o f  the
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federaV government w hich have so VaV is h ly  bestowed b e n e fits

upon m in o r ity  groups o f  t h is  co u n try  w i l l  be made e q u a lly  a p p l i ­

cab le  to  the American Ind ians and Eskimos. There w i l l  be no 

d is c r im in a t io n  w ith  respect to  these two a n c ie n t and noble

races.

We a lso  promise th a t  the  fe d e ra l government w i l l  cooperate 

f u l l y  to  in su re  th a t  jo b  o p p o r tu n ity ,  jo b  t r a in in g ,  f u l l  

educationa l o p p o r tu n ity , and equal a p p lic a t io n  o f  a l l  h e a lth  

and housing programs are a ffo rd e d  to  th e se , our n a tiv e  c i t iz e n s ,  

in  o rd e r th a t  they  may en joy the  same b e n e fits  and p r iv i le g e s  

enjoyed by every American. We w i l l  fo s te r  and support measures 

through which the beauties and accomplishments o f  t h e i r  n a tiv e  

c u ltu re  w i l l  be preserved and enhanced.

FOREIGN POLICY

One o f  the  g re a te s t needs o f  ou r cou n try  a t  t h is  moment in  

h is to ry  is  a s tro n g , r e a l i s t i c ,  w e ll d e fin e d  p o lic y  to  guide 

ou r re la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  o th e r n a tio n s  o f  th e  w o rld . The p o lic y  

developed to  govern our a c tio n s  in  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  must be one 

w e ll s ta te d  and w e ll understood, f i r s t  by ou r own people and, 

e q u a lly  as im p o rta n t, by f r ie n d s  and foes a l ik e  th roughou t the  

w o rld . The absence o f  any such w e ll d e fin e d  and c o n s is te n t 

p o lic y  th roughou t th e  past two decades has c o n tr ib u te d  immeasurably

to  the  c h a o tic  w orld  c o n d itio n s  now e x is t in g .

Our fo re ig n  p o lic y  w i l l  be one designed to  secure a ju s t  and 

la s t in g  peace. We fe e l th a t  such a s i tu a t io n  can best come to  

e x is t  when na tio ns  deal w ith  one ano the r on a. bas is  o f  mutual 

t r u s t  and unders tand ing . I f  t h is  be la c k in g , as is  so o fte n  the
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case in  to d a y 's  w o r ld , the o n ly  a lte rn a t iv e  1s complete frankness 

and d e te rtn n a tio n  to  adhere to  s ta ted  o b je c t iv e s  and courses o f  

a c t io n . I f  a n a tio n , as is  th e  case w ith  an in d iv id u a l,  w i l l  

o n ly  say what i t  means and mean what i t  says, i t  w i l l  qa in the  

re s p e c t, i f  no t a lw ays the  a d m ira t io n , o f i ts ^  y s t p r  n a tio n s .

I t  is in  th is  regard th at we have fa i le d ,  so/ofteh equivocating  

in  such a manner as to  cause fr ie n d ly , as .w ell as u n frie n d ly , 

nations to have grave doubt as to our s ta b i l i ty ,  determ ination

a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  p u r p o s e .

we fe e l that the road to  peace l ie s  through in te rn a tio n a l 

cooperation and understanding. We w il l  pursue th is  goal to the 

l im its  consistent w ith  our own national in te re s t . We w ill 

become partic ipants  in in te rn a tio n a l programs o f a id  and development . 

from which a ll  member nations, including our own. derive b e n e fit . .

we w i l l  not abandon th e  U nited N ations O rg a n isa tio n  un less i t  

f i r s t  abandons us. I t  shou ld  be g iven  f a i r  o p p o r tu n ity  a t  re s o lv in g  

in të rn a tid h a T  d is p u te s , however, we w i l l  no t subord ina te  th e  in te re s t  

o f  o u r n a tio n  to  th e  in te r e s t  o f  any in te rn a t io n a l o rg a n iz a tio n , 

we fe e l th a t  in  t h is  o rg a n iz a tio n , as in  any o th e r ,  p a r t ic ip a t in g  

members should bear p ro p o r t io n a te 's h a re s -o f  the c o s t o f  o p e ra tio n  

and we w i l l  in s is t  on f in a n c ia l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  on the p a r t  o f  the 

member n a tio n s . We also fe e l th a t  the  o f f ic e r s  and o f f i c i a l s  

o f  such o rg a n iz a tio n  must conduct themselves w ith  an a b s tra c t 

a i r  o f  O b je c t iv i ty  and im p a r t ia l i t y ,  and we w i l l  so in s is t . .  We 

w i l l  g iv e  th is  o rg a n iz a tio n  every o p p o r tu n ity  to  succeed in  i t s  

purpose bu t shou ld  i t  f a i l ,  we w i l l  reapp ra ise  ou r re la t io n s h ip

with i t .
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ForeiM M l
■ Foreign aid and assistance, both o f.an  economic and m ilita ry  

nature, w il l  be granted on a basis o f what is in the best in te re s t

o f our own nation as well as the receiving nation.

we w il l  deny a id  and assistance to those nations who oppose 

os m i l i t a r i ly  in Vietnam and. elsewhere, as well as those who seek 

our economic and m ilita ry  destruction by giving aid  and comfort to  

our avowed enemies. This must be so in  order to protect the 

economic w elfare and national security  o f th is  country.

we w i l l  continue aid to those countries who need, deserve and 

have earned the r ig h t to our help . This w ill  be done fre e ly  and 

W illin g ly  with every e f fo r t  d irected  to e lim ination  o f waste and

dishonesty from such programs.

Foreign aid  must become an instrument o f fo re ign  policy and

he used in  such manner as to fu rth e r  the in te re s t o f th is  nation.

Export-Import

We believe strongly in  the free  en terprise  system fo r  America, 

in te rn a lly  as well as in  i ts  trade re la tio n s  w ith other na 

However, should the increasing in flow  o f imports from low-wage 

nations endanger employment or marketing by American industry , 

we w il l  approve reasonable q u a n tita tiv e  l im its  on these imports, 

we fe e l th at our home industry is  e n tit le d  to a f a i r  share o f the 

' present market and o f fu tu re  growth. Before seeking ad d itiona l

securing negotiated agreements th a t would f u l ly  pro tect American

industry. , _ .
we w ill in s is t  on equitable tax treatm ent fo r  any industry ad­

v e rs e ly  affec ted  by fo re ign  im ports, in  the area o f depreciation
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allowance s f o r  p la n ts  and equipment and in  l ik e  measure. •

We w i l l  cause the Department o f S ta te  and o th e r in te re s te d  

agencies o f  government to  work toward the  lo w e ring  o f  tra d e  b a rr ie rs  

a g a in s t American goods in  a manner c o n s is te n t w ith  the  p o lic y  o f  our 

a d m in is tra t io n  on c o n t ro l l in g  im ports in to  the American m arket.

In the  event c e r ta in  segments o f  ou r in d u s t r ia l  economy are 

adve rse ly  a ffe c te d  by fo re ig n  im ports to  such an e x te n t as to  cause 

economic harm, we w i l l  sponsor and develop programs o f  r e - t r a in in g  

and re-employment fo r  those so a ffe c te d .

Balance o f  Payments 

A se rio us  s i tu a t io n  now e x is ts  in  our balance o f  payments and

th is  must be ended.

We fe e l th a t the  adoption  o f  the  programs and proposa ls se t

ou t in  th is  P la tfo rm  w i l l  r e s u lt  in  a more fa v o ra b le  balance o f

payments s i tu a t io n .  S p e c if ic a l ly ,  we fe e l th a t  the  r e l i e f  we so

badly need in  th is  respec t may be achieved through .reductions  in

spending f o r  fo re ig n  a id , more e f f ic ie n c y  in  the  use o f  funds f o r

in te rn a t io n a l programs, and more re lia n c e  on ou r a l l ie s  in  meeting

heavy m i l i t a r y  expend itu res abroad.

We have e a r l ie r  proposed th a t  fo re ig n  a id  be granted on a 

basis o f  need and in  a manner c o n s is te n t w ith  the  best in te r e s t  

o f  th is  co u n try  and th a t  i t  be denied those who a g g re ss ive ly  seek 

ou r d e s tru c t io n . We s tro n g ly  advocate e f f ic ie n c y  in  o p e ra tio n  and 

the  e lim in a t io n  o f  waste and c o rru p tio n  from  expend itu res  under 

in te rn a t io n a l programs and we w i l l  in s is t  th a t  ou r a l l i e s  assume 

t h e i r  p ro p o rtio n a te  and r ig h t f u l  share o f  th e  burden o f  defenses 

in  those areas in  which we have mutual in te r e s t .
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Our e x p o rt- im p o rt s i tu a t io n  remains in  reasonable balancv. 

but our d isa s tro u s  s itu a t io n  as to  balance o f  payments is  caused 

by excesses in  ou r fo re ig n  a id  program and o th e r  in te rn a t io n a l

g ra tu ito u s  expend itu res .

we w i l l  work to  reduce our m i l i t a r y  expend itu res overseas,

not by lesse n ing  our m i l i t a r y  s tre n g th 'a n d  preparedness, but

by causing our a l l i e s  to  assume and bear t h e i r  p ro p o rtio n a te

share o f  the  burden.

M iddle East

The M idd le  East remains a source o f  h igh p o te n t ia l danger 

to  w o rld  peace. In  the in te re s t  o f  securing  a s ta b le  peace in  

th is  p a r t o f  the  w o rld , we w i l l  ta ke  the  i n i t i a t i v e  in  seeking 

mutual coopera tion  between the ad ve rsa ries  in  th is  area in  reach ing 

agreement in  t h e i r  age -o ld  d is p u te . We w i l l  enw urage the 

in t ia t io n  o f m u lt i - la te r a l  d iscu ss io ns  to  a r r iv e  a t  the  best p o ss ib le  

terms o f  s e tt le m e n t. Th is  w i l l  mean re s o lv in g  and s ta b i l iz in g  

boundaries and the  fre e  use o f w ater and land  ro u tes  th roughou t 

th is  a re a . B id ing  non-aggression agreements must be developed 

and we must seek the  mutual respect o f  both Is ra e l and th e  Arab

n a tio n s .
F i r s t  and forem ost is  th e  need fo r  s in ce re  n e g o tia tio n s  

between these two p a r t ie s .  U n t i l  t h is  is  accom plished we must 

assure th a t no Imbalance o f  fo rc e  comes to  e x is t  in  t h is  a rea .

Nothing could more endanger the peace.

Should arms con tin ue  to  be in trodu ced  in to  th is  area by 

fo re ig n  powers to  such an e x te n t as to  endanger th e  peace in  th is  

p a r t o f  th e  w o r ld , we must take  s tep s  to  assure th a t  a balance o f
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fo rc e  1 s brought to  e x is t .  We w i l l  jo in  w ith  o th e r n a tio n s  o f the  

fre e  w orld  in  p ro v id in g  the  means whereby th is  balance o f  fo rc e  

w i l l  co n tinue  and the  th re a t o f  aggression o f one n a tio n  a g a in s t 

another is  made le ss  l i k e l y .  More im p o r ta n t ly ,  t h is  n a tio n  w i l l  

s t r iv e  in  every way to  m e r it  and re ce ive  the  fr ie n d s h ip  o f  a l l  p a r t ie s  

to  th is  d is p u te  and to  earn the  respect and good w i l l  o f  Is ra e l 

and the  Arab n a tio ns  a l ik e .  The road to  peace in  the M idd le  East 

l i e s  in  t h is  d ire c t io n  ra th e r  than in  the  con tinued use o f  m i l i t a r y

m igh t.

Europe -----------------'

We con tinue  to  regard Western Europe as an area o f  v i t a l  

importance to  Am erica. In  our concern w ith  the  in te rm in a b le  c o n f l ic t  

in  sou theast Asia  we must no t lo se  s ig h t o f  the  s t ra te g ic  im por­

tance o f  ou r re la t io n s h ip  w ith  o u r European a l l i e s .  Me must r e ta in  

a postu re  o f  s tre n g th  in  t h is  area and must work w ith  and fo r  our 

a l l ie s  to  assure th a t  they  remain econom ica lly  and m i l i t a r i l y  s tro n g . 

We w i l l  con tinu e  to  support the  North A t la n t ic  T rea ty  

■ o rg a n iz a tio n  and seek to  s tre ng then  i t  th rough  the  coo p e ra tive

e f fo r t s  o f  a l l  member n a tio n s . We w i l l  r e ta in  the  necessary tro o p  

s tre n g th  in  t h is  v i t a l  area and w i l l  in s is t  th a t  ou r a l l ie s  and

member n a tio n s  do lik e w is e .

we w i l l  deal p a t ie n t ly  bu t f i r m ly  w ith  the  p resen t French

government fe e lin g  th a t  in  due tim e i t s  a c tio n s  w i l l ,  o f  n e c e s s ity , 

be d ire c te d  tow ard increased coo pe ra tion  w ith  i t s  Western a l l ie s

o f  lon g  s ta n d in g .
We w i l l  remain concerned fo r  the  c a p tiv e  s a t e l l i t e

na tio ns  o f  Eastern E u r o p e  and share w ith  them t h e i r  hopes and a s p ir -

a tio n s  f o r . t h e i r  eventual and in e v ita b le  re tu rn  to  the  fa m ily  o f

. f re e  nations..
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L a tin  AmeMca ; "

The in te re s ts  o f the  na tions  o f  Latin  America are c lo s e ly  

re la te d  to  those o f  th is  c o u n try , econom ica lly , g e o g ra p h ic a lly ,

security-vnse, s o c ia l ly  and p o l i t i c a l l y .

. We'-must and w i l l  p rov ide  a id  and ass is ta nce  to  these na tions

to  enable them to  ach ieve p o l i t ic a l  and economic s t a b i l i t y  and

to  b e tte r  prepare them to  r e s is t  the  th re a t  o f  communist i n f i l -

t r a t io n  and subversion from the Red s a t e l l i t e ,  Cuba.

We w i l l  develop a program o f  ass is ta nce  to  these c o u n tr ie s  

designed to  re lie v e  the  c o n d itio n s  o f economic and s o c ia l pove rty  

e x is t in g  in  some segments o f. th e s e  na tion s  and to  p rov ide  fo r  

t h e i r  le s s  fo r tu n a te  c it iz e n s  a b e tte r  c o n d it io n .o f  l i f e .

We w i l l  a s s is t  in  the  development o f  th e .a g r ic u ltu ra l and 

in d u s tr ia l p o te n tia l o f  these na tions and the development and 

proper u t i l i z a t io n  o f  t h e i r  tremendous n a tu ra l resources ra th e r  

than th e  e x p lo ita t io n  th e re o f, to  the end th a t  th e .n a tio n s  o f 

th is  hemisphere may l iv e  in  peace, p ro s p e r ity  and harmony w ith  

one another and th a t  the p r in c ip le s  o f  the  Monroe D o c tr in e  may 

once again become a corners tone  o f  our n a tio n a l p o lic y .

We w i l l  work w ith  and support the  O rg an iza tion  o f  American

S ta te s .

Cuba

As f o r  Cuba, we w i l l  co n tin u e  and s treng then  the  economic 

pressures on th e  Castro ty ra n n y . In o rd e r to  do t h is ,  we must 

secure a g re a te r degree o f  coopera tion  from n a tio n s  o f  the  fre e  

w orld than we have had in  th e  pa s t. Trade w ith  Cuba by our 

a l l i e s  must be e f fe c t iv e ly  m i n i m i z e d ,  i f  h o t com p le te ly  c u r ta i le d .
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.oorease the q u a li ty  and e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f our m i l i t a r y  a id  and 

ass is tance  to  L a tin  American a l l ie s  w ith  a p rim ary  o b je c t,v e  

o f deve lop ing r e a l is t i c  ind igenous ccun te rinsu rgency c a p a b ,lU ,e s  

w ith in  those c o u n tr ie s . Economic a id .  more c a r e fu l ly  planned 

and sc ru p u lo u s ly  a d m in is te re d , w i l l  be con tinued through the 

A llia n c e  fo r  Progress Program, o r an-improved v e rs io n  th e re o f.

A fr ic a  and Asia 

The emergi'ng na tion s  o f  A fr ic a  and Asia d e s ir in g  a ss is ta nce  

and dem onstra ting a c a p a b i l i t y  o f  reasonably a s s im ila t in g  such

Help and ass is tance  w i l l  be -aided. Me w i l l  no t a id  in  the  r e ­

p la c in g  o f  one form  o f despotism  w ith  a n o th e r, nor w i l l  we 

become concerned w ith  the in te rn a l g u a rre lin g s  o f  d is s id e n t groups

and fa c t io n s .
we d isagree  w ith  present etonomic sanc tions  and pressures ap­

p lie d  to  Rhodesia and the  Union o f South A fr ic a  a n d w i l l  seek to  

Have these removed and e lim in a te d . Me con s ide r these to  be na tions  

f r ie n d ly  to  th is  co u n try  and they w i l l  be respected and t re a te  as

such. •
General

we w i l l  conduct the  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  o f  t h is  co u n try  on a 

basis  Of a id in g , a s s is t in g  and coopera ting  w ith  our f r ie n d s  and 

necogn iz ing  and t re a t in g  our enemies and ad ve rsa ries  as sue . e 

fe e l th a t  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  can be conducted e f fe c t iv e ly  o n ly  when 

th e re  is  re spe c t f o r  our n a tio n  and th is  re spe c t is  bes t engen­

dered b y  a t ta in in g  a p o s it io n  o f  s tre n g th  and adop ting  ah a t t i t u d e  

of firmness and fairness. Th is  we w i l l .  do.
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We fe e l th a t  when t h i  s n a tio n -a g a in  becomes a s tro ng  and ; 

determ ined n a tio n , ded icated to  a f ix e d  n a tio n a l and in te rn a t io n a l 

p o l ic y ,  many o f  ou r e x is t in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  th roughou t the  w orld 

w i l l  become reso lved  and new d i f f i c u l t i e s  are less  l i k e l y  to a r is e .

We w i l l  oppose aggression and subve rs io n . Communist o r o th e r ­

w ise . whenever i t  in fr in g e s  upon th e  n a tio n a l in te re s t  o f  th is  

co u n try  o r  i t s  f r ie n d ly  a l l ie s  through means a p p ro p ria te  to  th e
y

s i tu a t io n .  y

We do not propose, nor does th is  o r an y^o th e r n a tio n  have the

c a p a b i l i t y ,  to  p o lic e  the e n t ire  w o rld . We w i l l  avo id  u n i la te r a l 

entanglement in  s itu a t io n s  no t v i t a l  to  our n a tio n a l in te re s t  

and w i l l  seek th e  coo pe ra tion  o f  ou r a l l ie s  a t  every o p p o r tu n ity .

Vietnam

The c u r re n t s i tu a t io n  in  Southeast A s ia , and p a r t ic u la r ly  in  

V ietnam , is  one o f  the  most c r i t i c a l  which has ever faced th is  

n a tio n . The American people are ang ry , f ru s t ra te d  and bew ildered 

as they seek fo r  le a d e rs h ip  which a p p a re n tly  f a i l s  to  e x is t .  There 

is  no p a ra l le l in  American h is to ry  o f  such a s i tu a t io n  as now 

e x is ts ,  no t even ou r engagement in  Korea, where th e re  were a t

le a s t  vaguely d e fine d  ob jec^tives.

I t  is  too la te  to  engage in  debate as to  why we are  so 

deep ly  invo lve d  and committee in  V ietnam. The fa c t  is  th a t  we 

are so in v o lv e d . No one can re tra c e  the steps o f  th e  la s t  ten  

years and c o r re c t  and a d ju s t a l l  th a t  has gone wrong. We pre-., 

s e n tiy  have more than o n e -h a lf m i l l io n  Americans committee to  

th is  c o n f l i c t  and the y  must be supported w ith  the  f u l l  resources 

■ o f  t h is  n a tio n . The question  now is  what does America do. to

-  " ..................................
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m a in ta in  I ts  honor, its  respect and its  position in th is most ^

strategic part of the world. Southeast'Asia.

The prime consideration at th is  time is the honorable conclu­

sion of h o s tilit ie s  in Vietnam. This must be accomplished at

the e a rlie s t possible moment.

We earnestly desire that the c o n flic t be terminated throuah 

peaceful negotiations and we w ill lend a ll a id , support, e f fo r t ,  

sincerity  and prayer to the e ffo rts  of our negotiators. Negotiation 

w ill be given every reasonable and logical chancg. for success 

and we w ill be patient to an extreme in seeking an end to the 

war through th is  means. I f  i t  becomes evident that the enemy 

does not desire to negotiate in good fa ith , tha t our hopes of 

termination of h o s tilit ie s  are not being realized and that the 

lives  and safety o f our committed troops are being further en­

dangered, we must seek a m ilita ry  conclusion.

Hopefully such a situation w ill never a ris e , but should i t  

come to pass, I would then seek the advice and good judgment 

of my Joint Chiefs of S ta ff as to ways and means of reaching a 

m ilita ry  conclusion to th is  c o n flic t with the least loss of 

l i f e  to our American servicemen and our South Vietnamese a ll ie s ,  

stressing the fa c t that th is  is to be accomplished through the

use of conventional weapons.

M ilita ry  force has always been recognized as an instrument 

of national policy and its  use to obtain objectives has always been 

accepted. However, once national policy is established by the 

c iv il ia n  government and m ilita ry  force has been selected as one 

of the means o f atta in ing  national objectives, the ta c tic a l 

employment o f th is  force should be l e f t  to the m ilita ry  so long
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as this emploÿüië'nt is consistent with nàÿipnai pailtsy, and the .L-

mission o f the m ilita ry  should be to a tta in  these national

objectives— nothing less.

I would reta in  fu l l  contro l, as a c iv ilia n  Commander-in- 

Chief, of f in a l decision, but I would pay heed to and consider 

to the fu lle s t  extent the advice and judgment of my m ilita ry

advisors.
Unfortunately,, there is not c lea rly  defined national policy 

with respect to the c o n flic t in Vietnam. I f  there were, much 

of the doubt, debate and despair of the American people would 

be eased. There is a to ta l absence o f c learly  announced and 

understood national objectives with respect to.Vietnam. We are 

to ld  that i t  is not v ictory  over the enemy we seek but something 

e lse -w h at we do not know. In b a ttle , and certa in ly  th is  is 

b a ttle , there can be but one objective—that is v ic to ry . Any­

thing I'jorth dying for is worth winning.

As f i r s t  step we must develop a c learly  defined national 

■ policy as to Vietnam. This policy w ill be made known to the 

people of th is  country and w ill be based on our own national 

in te re s t. The essence of th is  policy w ill be a tim ely and 

successful termination of the c o n flic t , e ith er through negotiation 

or by v ic tory  over the enemy. We w ill not allow th is  c o n flic t  

to ' drag on in d e fin ite ly  with its  great drain on our national

* resources and manpower.

As President, we w ill  designate a Secretary of Defense who

holds.the confidence and tru s t of the people, the Congress and

the m ilita ry  establishments and one with the capab ility  and
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desire of working in harmony with each. He w ill be required 

to reduce the excessive manpower of the Pentagon and rid  the 

Department of Defense of those who have fostered the "no-win"

policy.
We w ill then require the establishment of firm  objectives 

in Vietnam. Should negotiations f a i l ,  and we pray that they 

w ill not f a i l ,  these objectives must provide fo r a m ilita ry  

conclusion to the war. This would require the m ilita ry  defeat 

of the Vietcong in the South and the destruction o f the w ill to 

f ig h t or re s is t on the part of the government o f North Vietnam, 

which is  equipping and supporting the enemy troops in the South.

We feel that the prompt and e ffec tive  application of m ilita ry  

force could achieve th is  objective with minimized loss of l i f e ,  

and the tac tica l employment o f th is  force w ill be l e f t  in the 

hands of the m ilita ry  commanders, so long as they act pursuant

to defined national policy. __________

We w ill require the m ilita ry  to plan and conduct m ilita ry  

operations once policies and objectives are established and we 

w ill not, or w ill we permit c iv il ia n  subordinates, to usurp 

these functions and assume the ro le  of "commander" or " ta c t ic ia n .' 

This must be a team e ffo rt  with o f f ic ia ls  and leaders o f c iv il

government performing th e ir  required functions and the m ilita ry

establishment being allowed to perform in the manner and for the

Î purpose fo r which i t  is tra ined .

Once h o s tilit ie s  have ceased, e ffo rts  must be undertaken 

to s ta b ilize  the government and economy of Vietnam, This must 

be through programs of se lf-he lp  and not through completely
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meaningless "give,away" programs.' We are dealing with a proud;

people of ancient culture. They are not, and never w ill be, .

adapted to a ll the facets o f western c iv il iz a t io n , nor should

they be. We must help them to become secure in th e ir  government, .

th e ir  lands, th e ir  economy and in th e ir  homes, as th e ir  friends

and a ll ie s  and not as sanctimonious intruders. In th is  manner,
I '

we w ill gain a lasting a l ly .  '

NATIONAL DEFENSE 

Nothing is of greater importance to the American people 

at th is  time than the state of our National Defense, and sadly, 

there is not area of our national structure so fraught with 

misrepresentations and inconsistencies. As we near the end of 

the era of "computerized defense" and "cost effectiveness" rather 

than m ilita ry  r e l ia b i l i t y ,  i t  is d i f f ic u l t ,  i f  not impossible 

fo r the nation to ascertain the true state of its  defenses.

We are aware of basic fa lla c ie s  in the doctrines and logic  

of those who have been charged with the responsib ility  of our

national security.

We have been to ld  th a t strength is weakness and weakness i f

strength—This is not tru e .

We have been told that parity  rather than superiority in
. » •

weapons and munitions is s u ffic ie n t to assure the keeping of 

the peace and the protection of th is  country—This is not true .

We have been to ld  th a t a "deterrent" capab ility  is preferable 

to an offensive capab ility  in maintaining peace and assuring 

freedom from attack—This is not tru e .  ̂ , ^
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We have beêh to ld  th#t df QUr m ilita ry  forces

need not always be followed by a^'quest 'for v ic tory—This is n o t-

true.

. We have been led to believe in the proven in vu ln erab ility  o f . 

our "second strike" cap ab ility --T h is  is not true.

We have been told that the complete disruption o f the 

structure o f our Reserve Components resulted in a more readily

responsive Reserve—This is not true .

We have been told that our research and development program, 

especially in the area o f space research and development, is  not

lagging—This is not t ru e ,—And so on.

We propose an intensive and immediate review of the p o lic ies ,

practices and c ap ab ilities  o f the Department of Defense with a 

view to re-estab lish ing sound principles of logic and reasoning 

to the decisions and d irectives of th a t agency and to elim inating  

from its  ranks a l l  o f those who have been party to the dissem­

ination and promulgation of the fa lse  doctrines of security and 

the coercion, intim idation and punishment of a l l  who would oppose

or disagree with them.

We are 1n accord with c iv il ia n  control o f our defense estab­

lishment but w ill in s is t that the c iv il ia n  authorities work in 

partnership and harmony with the splendid m flita ry  force with  

which th is  country is  blessed. Me propose to restore to th e ir  

proper duties, functions and authority, the leaders o f our m ilita ry  

services so th a t the nation may once again p ro fit  from th e ir

wisdom and experience.
^  « i l l ,  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  leaders  o f  defense

WW%n defense and
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o ffe n s iv e  ca -p a b ilitve s  and pm vW e our s é v ic e s  w ith  the  proper 

arms, m un itions  and eqpipmept to  a ffo rd v a . p roper m ix o f  both 

type weapons and m u n itio n s .
We will place increased emphasis on research and development

in  the area o f  s p a c e ,  weaponry and m o b i l i t y ,  as w e ll as othe

areas v i t a l  to  our n a tio n a l s e c u r ity .

We support the  in s ta l la t io n  o f  an a n t i - b a l l i s t i c  m is s ile  

defense f o r  the  p ro te c t io n  o f  our n a tio n  and i t s  c i t iz e n s .  We

w i l l  exped ite  th is  program.

We w i l l  assure to  our se rv ice s  the  best a t ta in a b le  weapons.

equipm ent, nachines and m un itions  w ith o u t re s o r t  to  devious

d is t in c t io n s  o f  c o s t e ffe c tiv e n e s s  and th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f

a r b i t r a r y ,  unsound judgment f o r  th a t o f the  p ro fe ss io n a l m i l i t a r y .

We w i l l  guarantee to  the  se rv ice s  and to  th e  n a tio n  th a t

.American tro o p s  w i l l  never be committed w ith  le s s  than f u l l

support o f  a v a ila b le  resources.

Me w i l l  seek e f f ic ie n c y  in  th e  c o l le c t io n  and e v a lu a tio n

Of v i t a l  in te l l ig e n c e  th roughou t the s e rv ic e s .

We w i l l  never p e rm it a s ta t ic  s i tu a t io n  to  develop wherein 

America stands s t i l l  w h ile  her p o te n t ia l enemies co n tin ue  to

advance in  a l l  areas o f  development.

we w i l l  hasten the  re c o n s t itu t io n  o f  an adequate and e f f i c ­

ie n t ly  o rgan ized  rese rve  fo rc e  th roug hou t th e  severa l s ta te s  o f  

th e  n a t io n . We w i l l  accept these rese rve  component fo rc e s  in to  

f u l l  p a rtn e rs h ip  w ith  the  re g u la r  m i l i t a r y  e s ta b lish m e n t and w i l l

a s s u r e  s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d
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bu t to  the  economic progress and y î a b i i i . t y  o f  th e  n a tio n .

M a ritim e  sh ipp ing  has been, ahd w i l l  once again become, a v i t a l  

p a r t  o f  th e  n a t io n 's  economy and tra d e  a c t i v i t y .

We w i l l  take  steps to  make m i l i t a r y  s e rv ice  more a t t r a c t iv e  

to  the e n lis te e ,  the  inductee  and th e  ca re e r personnel a t  a l l  

le v e ls .  We w i l l  support programs fo r  b e t te r  pay; b e tte r  housing 

and l iv in g  c o n d it io n s , both-on and o f f  p o s t; more r e a l i s t i c  

programs o f  prom otion p o te n tia l so th a t m e rit and performance 

may be rewarded; e q u ita b le  sharing o f  ha rdsh ip  assignm ent; and 

increase  and more un ifo rm  re tire m e n t b e n e f it  to  c o r re c t se rio us  

in e q u it ie s  now e x is t in g ;  a pay sca le  commensurate w ith  th a t  o f 

p r iv a te  employment, w ith  p ro v is io n s  fo r  p e r io d ic  increases mea­

sured by th e  co s t o f  l i v in g  index; improved and expanded m edical 

and h o s p ita l b e n e fits  f o r  dependents, and a re s to ra t io n  o f  

the  d ig n ity  and p re s tig e  r ig h t f u l l y  due those engaged in  the

defense o f  our n a tio n .

W ith m i l i t a r y  se rv ice s  becoming more a t t r a c t iv e  the  re q u ire ­

ment f o r  in v o lu n ta ry  in d u c tio n s  th rough  the  S e le c tiv e  S e rv ice  

System is  reduced. However* we fa v o r re te n t io n  o f  such system 

fo r  so long  as th e re  is  a need f o r  manpower being acqu ired  by 

t h is  means. We would approve any changes to such system designed 

to  e lim in a te  in e q u it ie s  in  the s e le c t io n  o f  in d u c te e s , and q u ite  

l i k e l y  some do e x is t .

I / - ' : #  m y  W

^^11 kep t in  e x is te n c e , on stand-by b a s is .



a - 2 5 8 -  •

... ' , .,,. .' . . /A,.; .: .--wy '.-J @ »*_ m
■ fo r  use In  the event o f national emerseney. '

/  coNewMO#

This Platform represents the a ttitu d e , policy, position,

judgment and determination o f th is  Party with respect to  th e

major problems confronting America.

We believe that our analysis of the nature of these problems

is in keeping with the feelings of the great majority of our 

people. We fu rth er fee l that our approach to solution of these 

matters is  sound, lo g ic a l, practical and attainable and in keeping 

with the basic, inherent good judgment of the American people.

Among other proposals, ■

We o ffe r  opportunity for early peace to a nation at war.

We o ffe r  order and domestic tra n q u ility  to a nation sorely

beset by disorder.

We o ffe r  a program of job opportunity for the jobless.

We o ffe r  a return to respect fo r the law and'an opportunity 

for every c itiz e n  to pursue his d a ily  a c tiv it ie s  in safety and

security.

Me o ffe r  to re lie v e  our c itize n s , th e ir  businesses and 

in s titu tio n s , from harassment and intim idation by agents o f

the federal bureaucracy.

We o ffe r  to return to the o ff ic ia ls  of local government

those matters r ig h tly  and properly fa llin g  within th e ir  scope,
. . . ' \

o f resp o n s ib ility . ,

t W  lab o rin g

provide for hifflself aed his a tfffe

■ & ### 0 '  /Ü,, /  ## ' #  ‘ *
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L ,( -̂Gmocratic freedoninin t^e m^agement of the a ffa irs  

of his organization-s, free  from intrusiao by federal government.

We o f fe r  to  th e  farm er an o p p o rtu n ity  to  regain a place o f  

prominence in  the  economy o f th is  n a tio n , a f a i r  p r ic e  fo r  the  

products o f  h is  lab o r and le ss  dependence on fe d e ra l subsid a tio n .

We o f fe r  to  re s to re  the d ig n ity ,  s tren g th  and p re s tig e  o f  

th is  n a tio n  to  a le v e l commensurate w ith  i t s  p o s itio n  as acknowl­

edged le a d e r o f  the nations o f  the  f re e  w orld .

We o f fe r  a n a tio n a l defense designed to  assure th e  s e c u rity

o f  th is  n a tio n  and i t s  c i t iz e n s .

And, above, a l l ,  we o f fe r  to  each in d iv id u a l c i t iz e n  a 

system o f  goverranent recognizing  h is  in h eren t d ig n ity  and im porténee 

as an in d iv id u a l and a ffo rd in g  him a O ^ r t u n i t y  to  take  a d ire c t  

hand in  the  shaping o f  h is  own d es tin y  and th e  d estin y  o f  th is  

n a tio n . Under such a system, we a re  convincedi America w i l l  reach  

new heights o f  greatness.

. 'v '

CÏ’i'

c ' <

-A' -
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