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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

P a r t  One: I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  TTils Study

F i r s t ,  I bequea th and recommend my soul  t o  a lm igh ty  God, my maker 
and s a v i o r ,  and to  our b le s s e d  lady S t .  Mary, h i s  g l o r i o u s  mother ,  
and t o  a l l  the  holy  hal lows in  heaven.

—Will o f  John B a rk e r ,  C o l c h e s t e r  s m i t h ,  1507

To bequeath  o n e ' s  soul to  God was a commonplace in  medieval  w i l l s

f o r  most  people  in  t h a t  t ime were keenly  aware o f  God's  e x i s t e n c e  and 

o f  t h e i r  own p la ce  in h i s  church .  , To use R. W. S o u t h e r n ' s  an a lo g y ,  

medieval men and women were born i n t o  the  church in  much the  same way as 

we moderns a r e  born i n t o  th e  compulsory s o c i e t y  o f  the  s t a t e . ^  To

b e l i e v e  in  God and to  be w i th in  th e  c h u r c h , however,  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y

to  be p i o u s ,  f o r  though the  church  played  an im p o r ta n t  r o l e  in the  

l i f e  o f  every  medieval  p e r s o n , e s p e c i a l l y  a t  c r u c i a l  t imes  such as 

b i r t h  and d e a t h ,  y e t  t h e r e  were t h e n ,  as now, th o s e  who b e l i e v e d  and 

p r a c t i c e d  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  in  g r e a t e r  depth  than  o t h e r s .  In the 

e a r l y  medieval  p e r i o d ,  those  who were more devou t  would ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  

withdraw from the  world and e n t e r  a monaste ry ;  in  f a c t ,  even i n  the 

l a t e  nth c e n t u r y  the two terms r e l i g i o  and v i t a  r e l i g i o s a  were synony­

mous w i th  m onas t ic  o rd e r s  and m onast ic  l i f e ,  and th e  l a y  p e r s o n ,  o u t ­

s i d e  th e  c l e r i c a l  o r d e r s ,  was th ough t  in c a p a b le  o f  a h ig h e r  s p i r i t u a l -  
2

i t y .  In the  l a t e r  medieval  p e r i o d ,  however, i t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  

a c c e p ta b l e  f o r  the  pious to  remain in  the  world  as laymen,  and t h i s  

phenomenon o f  l a t e  medieval lay  p i e t y , ^  o f  the  a t t e m p t  t o  l i v e  devout ly



though in  t h e  world ,  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  

l a y  p i e t y  as m a n i fe s ted  in C o l c h e s t e r ,  a l e a d in g  p ro v in c i a l  borough in  

s o u th e a s t e rn  England,  in  t h e  county  o f  Essex.

C o lc h e s te r ,  w ith  a po p u la t io n  o f  5,000 o r  more in  l a t e  medieval 

t i m e s ,  was no t  a wealthy  town compared to  London, y e t  C o lc h es te r  was 

t w e l f t h  in  r i c h e s  among t h e  towns in  England,  as  rev ea led  by t h e  lay  

subs idy  o f  1523-1525.^ The manufac ture  o f  woolen c l o t h  had an e a r l y  

s t a r t  in C o lc h e s te r ,  but  t h e r e  was a d i v e r s i t y  o f  occupa t ion  which must 

have added to  t h e  tow n 's  r e s i l i e n c e  th rough  t h e  y e a r s .  Commerce was 

im p o r ta n t ,  thanks  to  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  use o f  t h e  Ipswich p o r t  and i t s  own 

po r t  on th e  River Col ne,  as  well as  i t s  ove r land  prox im i ty  to  London, 

f i f t y - o n e  m i le s  away. C o lc h e s te r  was th e  l e a d in g  market  town f o r  

n o r th e a s t e r n  Essex,  though i t  was not  t h e  county  town nor was i t  a 

ca th e d ra l  c i t y .

The borough o f  C o lc h e s t e r  had a s t r o n g  sense  o f  i t s  independence,  

s u b j e c t  only  to  t h e  k in g .  I t s  a n c i e n t  c h a r t e r s  al lowed  se l f -g o v e rn an c e ,  

th e  r i g h t  to  c o l l e c t  i t s  own t a x e s  (w i th  an annual payment to  t h e  k ing) ,  

t h e  r i g h t  to  hold i t s  own c o u r t s ,  and th e  r i g h t  to  r e g u l a t e  i t s  m arke t ,  

i t s  p o r t ,  and i t s  long-famous o y s t e r  f i s h e r y .  There were no lo c a l  gen­

t r y  f a m i l i e s  which were o v e r l y  dominan t ,  and ,  a l though  some C o lc hes te r  

merchants  ga ined  r i c h e s ,  none were e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w ea l thy .  Unhampered 

by dominant loc a l  l o r d s ,  t h e  borough s t r u c t u r e  f l o u r i s h e d  and provided  

a f a v o ra b l e  s e t t i n g  f o r  l a y  p i e t y  to  grow among r a t h e r  o r d in a r y  peop le .

C o l c h e s t e r ' s  sense o f  h i s t o r y  had a p la c e  in  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  d e v e l ­

opment. Already Tudor C o lc h e s te r  had a long and proud h i s t o r y  p r e ­

d a t in g  t h e  coming o f  th e  Romans, and a c u r s o r y  read ing  o f  t h e  Col­

c h e s t e r  Oath Book and th e  Red Paper Book.^ both  compiled by the  medieval



borough t o  be kept  as  permanent r e c o r d s ,  shows th e  makers o f  t h e  books 

to  be very  aware o f  t h e i r  p a s t .  They r e a d i l y  mixed h i s t o r y  and l e g e n d ,  

and as a borough th e y  proudly  c i t e d  t h e i r  l i n k  to  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n i t y :

Coel (remember t h a t  "merry o ld  s o u l " and "h is  f i d d l e r s  t h r e e " ? ) ,  r e b e l ­

l i o u s  governor  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  gave h is  daugh te r  Helen as concubine t o  

th e  Roman genera l  who was b e s ie g in g  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e re b y  caus ing  th e  

s i e g e  to  be r a i s e d .  H e len ' s  son who came o f  t h e  union was l a t e r  

adopted  by h i s  Roman f a t h e r  a f t e r  m arr iage  to  Helen,  and t h a t  son was 

t o  become t h e  g r e a t  C o n s t a n t in e ,  f i r s t  Emperor o f  Rome to  become a 

C h r i s t i a n .  Through Helen,  t h e n ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  s t o r y ,  

C o lc h e s te r  had a p a l p a b le  t i e  t o  e a r l y  Christendom, and t h a t  connec t ion  

he lped  g ive  t h e  borough a sense  o f  i d e n t i t y .  In l a t e  medieval  Col­

c h e s t e r  t h e  l e a d in g  r e l i g i o u s  g u i l d ,  which was guided by t h e  town 

f a t h e r s ,  was named a f t e r  S t .  Helen .  Even to d a y ,  ove r look ing  Col­

c h e s t e r ' s  High S t r e e t ,  i s  a s t a t u e  o f  Helen,  f ac in g  Je rusa lem and with  

s c e p t e r  and c r o s s  in  hand,  s t a n d in g  im p re s s iv e ly  a to p  th e  b e l l  tower o f  

t h e  V ic t o r i a n  town h a l l ,  and t o d a y ' s  borough arms show th e  True Cross 

which was r e v ea led  to  Helen in  a v is ion .®

Medieval C o lc h e s t e r  was l a r g e  enough—and pious  enough— to sup­

p o r t  s i x t e e n  p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s ,  e i g h t  w i th i n  t h e  w a l l s  and e i g h t  in  t h e  

l a r g e r  a r e a  o f  t h e  borough (about  12 ,0 0 0  a c r e s )  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  town 

w a l l s .  C o lc h e s te r  a l s o  s u s t a i n e d  fou r  r e l i g i o u s  houses r e p r e s e n t i n g  

fo u r  d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r s  : B e n e d i c t i n e ,  A u g u s t in ia n ,  F r a n c i s c a n ,  and t h e

Crossed F r i a r s .  Yet l a t e  medieval  C o lc h es te r  was p robably  no more r e ­

l i g i o u s  than  most towns in England;  however,  James 0x1e y ,  e c c l e s i a s ­

t i c a l  h i s t o r i a n  o f  Tudor Essex ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  many people in Essex were 

p a s s i o n a t e l y  devo ted  t o  r e l i g i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  C o lc h e s te r  had long had a



r e l i g i o u s  r e p u t a t i o n —o f  s o r t s .  S i r  Anthony Browne, Queen Mary's  sub­

a l t e r n ,  i s  s a id  to  have remarked t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  " i s  a h a rb o u re r  o f  

h e r e t i c s  and eve r  was ."  As e a r l y  as 1429 a L o l l a rd  was burned in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  and in  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor pe r io d  C o lc h e s t e r  L o l l a r d s  kep t  t h e  

Bishop o f  London's V icar -G enera l  busy I n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e i r  supposed 

h e re s y .  The C o lc h e s t e r  o f  Mary' s  r e ig n  a l s o  had i t s  f a i r  s h a re  o f  

P r o t e s t a n t  m a r ty rs  to  d i e  in  t h e  f lam es—a t  l e a s t  e l even  men and women 

between 1555 and 1558. Such nonconformity was r a t h e r  more i n d i v i d u a l ­

i s t i c  than  was or thodox p i e t y ,  but  even so t h e  L o l l a rd s  and t h e  P r o t e s ­

t a n t  m ar ty rs  had a s t r o n g  sense  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  and community among them­

s e l v e s ,  and th e y  too  played  a r o l e  in  t h e  communal borough s e t t i n g .

Some o f  t h e  m a r ty r s  came from f a m i l i e s  which were s u r p r i s i n g l y  high up 

in t h e  borough s t r u c t u r e ,  e . g .  t h e  son o f  a former  C o lc h e s t e r  b a i l i f f  

d ie d  in  t h e  f lames  in  Oxford in  1538 .^  Heresy i s  indeed  a kind o f  l a y  

p i e t y ,  and i t  adds c o l o r  and exc i tem en t  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  bu t  more im­

p o r t a n t  in  t h e  town was conven t iona l  l a y  d e v o t io n ,  and though we s h a l l  

c e r t a i n l y  be compelled to  i n v e s t i g a t e  nonconformi ty ,  our  emphasis  w il l  

be on orthodox  l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y .

S ec t io n  1 :

H i s t o r i c a l  Background o f  Lay P ie t y  in  England

The r o o t s  o f  Eng l i sh  l a y  p i e t y  went back a t  l e a s t  as  f a r  as  th e  

l a t e  nth c e n t u ry  when t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  Archbishop Anselm provided  a 

major impetus toward  a change in  t h e  image o f  C h r i s t ,  from t h e  f i g u r e  

o f  C h r i s t  in  judgment toward th e  concep t ion  o f  t h e  l o v in g  Jesus  with  

whom one could  i d e n t i f y .  Anselm's  the o logy  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  atonement 

o f  man grew ou t  o f  Divine  Goodness and t h a t  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  and com-



p a s s i o n a t e  assumpt ion o f  human n a t u r e  by th e  Son o f  God demanded th e  

h i g h e s t  re sponse  from t h e  redeemed.  As im p o r tan t  a s  Anselm's  theo logy  

was,  however, i t  was h i s  w r i t t e n  p r a y e r s ,  w ith  t h e i r  emotional  o u t ­

pour ings  tempered by c l e a r ,  co n c i se  t h i n k i n g ,  which answered a need f o r  

t h e  educa ted  l a i t y .  A de la ide ,  t h e  d augh te r  o f  Will iam t h e  Conqueror,  

was t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  Anselm's  f i r s t  p ray e r s  i n  1104,  but  i t  was not 

u n t i l  t h e  14 th  c e n t u r y  t h a t  th e  seeds  p la n ted  by Anselm produced a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  growth among laymen in  England,  p o s s i b l y  because so much 

s p i r i t u a l  v i t a l i t y  was c e n t e r e d  on t h e  reform o f  t h e  church  in  the  12th  

c e n t u r y  and on t h e  development o f  church d o c t r i n e  and th e o lo g y  in  the  

13th  c e n t u r y .  A lso ,  t h e  13th c e n t u ry  was a t ime o f  com para t ive  peace 

and economic exp an s io n ,  a c o n f id e n t  pe r iod  in  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  

c e n t u r y  which succeeded  i t .  In t h e  14th  c e n t u r y ,  t r o u b l e d  by war ,  r e ­

b e l l i o n ,  and t h e  Black Death ,  Anselm's  w r i t i n g s  were p o p u l a r ,  and many 

anonymous a u t h o r s  in  England wrote  under h is  name; t h e  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  

in  t h a t  c e n t u r y  in  t h e  l i f e  and pass ion  o f  J e s u s ,  which was sparked by 

Anselm, was h ig h ly  developed  by th e  Eng l ish  m y s t i c s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by 

Richard R o l l e ,  and even a layman,  Henry,  Duke o f  L a n c a s t e r ,  wrote  a 

r e l i g i o u s  work,  the  Livre de seyn tz  m e d i c i n e s , r a t e d  by W. A. Pantin  as
Q

one o f  t h e  most  remarkab le  r e l i g i o u s  works o f  t h e  p e r io d .

Most o f  t h e  e a r l y  known examples o f  l a y  p i e t y  were from th e  no­

b i l i t y ,  but  in  14 th  c e n t u r y  l i t e r a t u r e  Chaucer,  in  h i s  Can terbury  

T a l e s , d e p i c t e d  t h r e e  id e a l  types  in  medieval  s o c i e t y :  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  

c l e r i c  (C h a u c e r ' s  c l e r k  o f  Oxenfo rd  as well as  h i s  v i l l a g e  p r i e s t ) ;  the  

c h i v a l r o u s  k n ig h t  j u s t  r e tu rn e d  from a c ru sade  where he had "foughten 

f o r  ou re  f e i t h " ;  and t h e  s im p le ,  r u r a l  workman. As well a s  being 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  3 c l a s s e s  in  s o c i e t y ,  t h e y  were a l l  idea l



examples o f  l a y  p i e t y ;  in  f a c t ,  Chaucer r a t h e r  o u td i d  h im s e l f  in  de­

s c r i b i n g  t h e  devo t ion  o f  t h e  s im ple  workman. A f t e r  g e t t i n g  p a s t  the  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  plowman "hadde y lad  o f  dong fu l  many a f o t h e r  [ l o a d ] , "  

Chaucer commented:

A t r ew e  swynkere [worker]  and a good was he,
Lyvynge in pees and p a r f i t  ch a r i  t e e ,
God loved  he b e s t  with  al  h is  hoole h e r t e  
At a l l e  tymes,  thogh him gamed or  sm er te .
And th anne  h i s  ne ighebor  r i g h t  as  hymselve.
He wolde t h r e s s h e ,  and t h e r t o  dyke and d e l v e .
For C r i s t e s  sake ,  f o r  every  povre w igh t ,
Withouten h i r e ,  i f  i t  l a y  in  h i s  myght.
His t i t h e s  payde he ful  f a i r e  and w e l , „
Bothe o f  h i s  p ropre  swynk and h is  c a t e l .

Though q u i t e  modern in  h i s  d e p i c t i o n  o f  t h e  psychology o f  h i s  c h a ra c ­

t e r s ,  Chaucer,  being  a poet  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  was h a r d ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in r e ­

s t r u c t u r i n g  s o c i e t y ,  and he looked to  t h e  p a s t  when he made th e  few

idea l  c h a r a c t e r s  in  t h e  Canterbury  T a les to  be t h e  p e r f e c t  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  d i v i s i o n s :  p r i e s t s ,  w a r r i o r s ,

and w orke rs .  For Chaucer merchants  and townsmen were no t  worthy of  

much c o n s i d e r a t i o n —c e r t a i n l y  th e y  were n o t ,  in  h i s  eyes ,  t h e  ho lde r  o f  

t h e  i d e a l s  to  which s o c i e t y  could  a s p i r e .

I t  was,  however,  th o s e  very  merchants  and townsmen who in 

C hauce r ' s  own t im e ,  had a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d  some r i c h e s  from commerce and 

some o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g —and in n e r  s p i r i t u a l i t y - - o f  t h e  c l e r i c .  A new 

ide a l  was s low ly  develop ing  in  England:  t h a t  o f  t h e  deep ly  pious l a y ­

man invo lved  in  t h e  a c t i v e  l i f e  o f  t h e  wor ld ,  even in  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  

o f  money. The new le v e l  o f  l a y  p i e t y  which emerged in  l a t e  medieval  

England and which i s  th e  o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  was t h e  working out  o f  

t h e  changing ide a l  in  s o c i e t y  which would g r a d u a l l y  confuse  and p a r t l y  

o v e r t u r n  t h e  nea t  d i v i s i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  so charming ly  i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

C hauce r 's  p i l g r i m s .



Changes were a f o o t  in t h e  14th  c e n t u r y ;  coming t o g e t h e r  were s e v ­

e r a l  impulses  toward an inward r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  l a y  p e r son ,  inv o lv in g  a 

d e e p e r ,  more s p i r i t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  God, something more than  p e r ­

f u n c to r y  obse rvance  o f  r i t u a l .  The p reach ing  f r i a r s  o f  t h e  13th  cen ­

t u r y  had prepared  th e  way ( th e  F ra n c i s c a n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  themselves  in  

C o lc h e s te r  sometime be fo re  1 2 7 9 ) ,^ °  and then  t h e  t e r r o r  o f  t h e  Black 

Death in  t h e  mid-14th  c e n t u ry  provided  an atmosphere conducive t o  th e  

r e c e p t i o n  by t h e  people o f  a more i n t i m a t e  approach t o  God. The wars 

and th e  d i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  t ime produced an u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  s p i r i t  which 

was m a n i fe s t e d  in t h e  p reoccupa t ion  w i th  dea th  e v id e n t  in t h e  a r t  o f  

t h e  p e r i o d — in  th e  r e p ro d u c t io n  o f  t h e  dance o f  d ea th  and worm-eaten 

s k e l e t o n s .  People were reac h ing  ou t  f o r  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  God, and some 

were emboldened t o  a t t e m p t  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i th  God. The m y s t i c a l ,  

h ig h l y  emotional  and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  approach to  God had been s t r i c t l y  

t h e  p ro v in ce  o f  c l e r i c s  and th e  few who might  have a c c e s s  to  t h e i r  

w r i t i n g s ,  bu t  Richard  Rolle  d id  much t o  b r in g  i t  t o  t h e  people  o f  

England.

R o l l e ' s  w r i t i n g s  were t h e  c u l m in a t io n  o f  t h e  Engl ish  devo t iona l  

t r a d i t i o n  with  i t s  a f f e c t i v e  p i e t y  c e n t e r e d  on J e s u s ,  a type  o f  devo­

t i o n  which can be t r a c e d  back in  England as  f a r  a s  Anselm in  t h e  l a t e  

11th c e n t u r y .  R o l l e ' s  g r e a t  concern  f o r  h i s  " e v e n - C h r i s t i a n s "  i n s p i r e d  

him t o  w r i t e  some works in  Eng l i sh  in  h i s  mature y e a r s  in  t h e  1 3 4 0 ' s .

He was not  w r i t i n g  in  r e sponse  t o  t h e  Black Death,  s i n c e  he h im se l f  

d ie d  in  m id -c e n tu ry ,  p robably  from t h e  p la gue ,  bu t  h i s  w r i t i n g s  found a 

ready aud ience  among t h e  people  a f t e r  th e  p la gue .  His w r i t i n g  in  t h e  

v e r n a c u la r  was o f  f i r s t  im por tance ;  L a t i n ,  s t i l l  t h e  language  f o r  com­

m unica t ion  with  th e  l e a r n e d ,  was used by R o l l e  when w r i t i n g  h i s  most
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e x p l i c i t  m ys t ica l  t r e a t i s e s ,  p robab ly  f o r  c l e r i c s .  Had R o l l e  been 

w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  English  n o b i l i t y ,  he would have w r i t t e n  in  French,  

s t i l l  t h e i r  language a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  bu t  he w i s e ly  wrote  in t h e  language  

t h a t  t h e  people  could u n d e r s t a n d .

In R o l l e ' s  f i r s t  E ng l ish  w r i t i n g ,  a P s a l t e r ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y  a work 

o f  import  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  E n g l i s h  p r o s e ,  R o l l e  emphasized an i n d i v i d ­

u a l ,  i n t e r i o r  r e l i g i o n  o f  f e e l i n g :  "Gre te  habundans o f  g a s t l y  c o n fo r th

and ioy  in  God comes in  be h e r t e s  o f  baime ba t  says or  synges d e v o t ly  

be psalmes in  lovynge o f  Jhesu C r i s t . R o l l e ' s  Engl ish  P s a l t e r  was 

t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a l l  t h e  d i a l e c t s  o f  England,  and i t  seems to  have been 

t h e  or thodox Engl ish  P s a l t e r  up t o  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  Reformation ,  a c c o rd ­

ing  to  Rol le s c h o l a r  Hope Emily A l le n .  R o l l e ' s  P s a l t e r  was t h e  only  

B i b l i c a l  book in 15th c e n t u r y  E ng l i sh  which t h e  l a i t y  might  use w i thou t  

l i c e n s e ,  p r o h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  l a y  B ib le  read in g  having been en jo ined  

in  1408 as a measure a g a i n s t  h e r e s i e s ,  so i t  comes as no s u r p r i s e  when 

Margare t  Deanesly ,  from her  r e a d i n g  o f  l a t e  medieval  w i l l s ,  r e p o r t s

t h a t  o f  books in  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  R o l l e ' s  appears  to  be t h e  most f r e -  
1 3q u e n t ly  owned.

C e r t a i n l y  by th e  14 th  c e n t u r y  more l a y  people  were l i t e r a t e  than 

had fo rmer ly  been t h e  c a s e ,  and l a y  l i t e r a c y  was not  conf ined  to  t h e  

n o b i l i t y .  The c o u n t ry  g e n t r y ,  m e rc h a n t s ,  and c ra f t sm en  could  o f t e n  

r e a d ,  and acco rd ing  to  A. R. Myers t h e r e  i s  "much ev idence  t h a t  they  

possessed  and read  m ys t i c a l  and devo t iona l  works ."  S y lv ia  Thrupp found 

t h a t  in  London in t h e  r e i g n  o f  Edward IV, 40% o f  t h e  l a y  male Londoners 

cou ld  read L a t in ,  a f i g u r e  t h a t  t a l l i e s  with  a s m a l l e r  group o f  men in 

1373.  Thrupp s p e c u la t e d  t h a t  some 50% o f  t h e  15 th  c e n t u r y  male 

Londoners could read E n g l i s h ,  and among t h e  merchant  c l a s s  a l l  t h e  men



read  E ng l ish  and most o f  them had f a c i l i t y  in  L a t i n .  Fur thermore ,  most 

o f  t h e  women from th e  merchant  c l a s s  had found ways o f  l e a r n i n g  to  read 

and w r i t e  Eng l ish .  Even in  15th  c e n t u r y  C o lc h e s t e r  l i t e r a c y  was a 

"common accomplishment among most merchan ts  who had more than  pa roch ia l  

i n t e r e s t s , "  a f f i r m s  Geoffrey  M ar t in .  The Eng l i sh  language  had gained 

much w ider  cu r ren cy  in  t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  14th  c e n t u r y ,  in  1362 

E ng l ish  was made t h e  language  o f  t h e  law c o u r t s ,  and t h e  nex t  y e a r ,  f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  P a r l iam en t  was opened in  E n g l i s h .  The e a r l i e s t  known 

w i l l  i n  Engl ish  d a t e s  from 1387, and Henry o f  L a n c a s te r  spoke in  Eng­

l i s h  when he fo rm a l ly  c laimed t h e  th ro n e  in  1399.^*

Another f a c t o r  a t  work in  t h e  l a t e  14th  c e n t u r y  was t h e  d i s a f f e c ­

t i o n  from t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  church .  A n t i -p a p a l i s m  was m a n i f e s t e d  in  th e  

S t a t u t e  o f  P r o v i s o r s ,  f i r s t  passed in 1351,  and in  t h e  S t a t u t e  o f  

Praemunire (1353) ,  and t h e  Papacy i t s e l f  was ha rd ly  an example o f  

church  u n i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  Great  Schism began in  1378.  A n t i ­

c l e r i c a l  ism abounded; one does no t  have t o  read  f a r  in  e i t h e r  Chaucer 

or  Langland t o  f in d  examples o f  t h e  depraved churchman wor thy  on ly  o f  

r i d i c u l e  and l a u g h t e r .  A lso ,  t h e  pe r io d  o f  s t r a i n  which fol lowed  on 

t h e  renewal o f  t h e  Hundred Years '  War in  1369 and t h e  i n e f f e c t u a l  gov­

ernment in  th e  dotage o f  Edward I I I  and t h e  m i n o r i t y  o f  Richard I I  f a ­

c i l i t a t e d  t h e  r i s e  o f  ex tremism. John W y c l i f ' s  o p in io n s  on disendow- 

ment o f  t h e  c l e r g y  and th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  re form o f  t h e  church  by the  

s t a t e  found ready l i s t e n e r s  and s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  back ing ,  g iv in g  Wyclif  

f o r  a b r i e f  t ime a powerful p l a t f o r m .  Eng land 's  f i r s t  n a t i v e  he resy  

was born.

W y c l i f ' s  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  was s h o r t - l i v e d  bu t  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  on 

one s t ream o f  nonconforming l a y  p i e t y ,  t h e  L o l l a r d s ,  endured well i n t o
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t h e  16th  c e n t u r y .  Whereas t h e  m y s t i ca l  t r a d i t i o n  s t r e s s e d  p ra y e r fu l  

communion with  J e s u s ,  t h e  "Word which was made f l e s h , "  W y c l i f ' s  f o l ­

lowers emphasized t h e  w r i t t e n  Word in  t h e  B ib l e .  I n s p i r e d  by W y c l i f ' s  

t e a c h i n g ,  Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B ib le  were made which were to  

have l a s t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  among th e  L o l l a r d s .  A 1527 v i s i t a t i o n  r e ­

vea led  t h a t  some C o lc h e s te r  L o l l a rd s  had owned p a r t s  o f  t h e  Engl ish  New 

Testament f o r  some y e a r s ,  and some i l l i t e r a t e  L o l la rd s  had memorized 

p a r t s  o f  i t . T S  T he i r  c o n t a c t  w ith  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and o t h e r  W y c l i f i t e  

w r i t i n g s  led  them t o  conc lude  t h a t  images o f  s a i n t s ,  p i l g r im a g e s ,  p u r ­

g a t o r y ,  and t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  were f a l s e  p r a c t i c e s  and b e l i e f s .  Far  

removed from or thodox  p i e t y ,  L o l l a rd  b e l i e f s  took away some o f  t h e  p r i ­

mary reasons  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  church and i t s  p r i e s t s ,  and Lol­

l a r d s  e x e r t e d  i n f l u e n c e  th rough  t h e i r  s t r o n g  sense  o f  l a y  r e s p o n s i b i l ­

i t y  in r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s .  As J a n e t  Coleman has r e c e n t l y  commented, 

"Wyclif  and h i s  fo l l o w e rs  were g iv ing  laymen a new freedom w i th  i n ­

c rea sed  in d i v id u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . " ^ ®  The very  f a c t  o f  L o l l a r d y ' s  con­

t i n u ed  e x i s t e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  a need ,  among some a t  l e a s t ,  f o r  something 

beyond t h a t  which was o f f e r e d  by t h e  church .  Also ,  Loi l a r d y  probab ly  

played a p a r t  in  making even t h e  or thodox layman t h i n k  about  h i s  own 

r o l e  as a C h r i s t i a n ,  so t h a t  he found conf idence  in  new means o f  ex­

p re s s in g  h i s  devo t ion  to  God. I t  i s  however t h e  more conven t ional  

s tream o f  l a y  p i e t y  t h a t  i s  o f  g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  Engl ish  h i s t o r y ,  

and in  C o lc h e s te r  h i s t o r y ,  than  was t h e  unorthodox Loi l a r d y .

Some o f  t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  more conven t iona l  l a y  p i e t y  

came from a n o t h e r  14th c e n tu ry  m y s t i c ,  Wal ter  H i l t o n .  Writ ing  l a t e r  in 

t h e  c e n t u ry  than  R o l l e ,  a f t e r  heresy  had become a m a t t e r  o f  conce rn ,  

H i l ton  gave a more b a lan ced ,  c h u r c h - o r i e n t e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e r i o r
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r e l i g i o n  than  d id  t h e  i c o n o c l a s t i c  R o l l e ,  and H i l t o n ' s  Engl ish  w r i t i n g s ,  

a f t e r  R o l l e ' s ,  were t h e  most popu la r  in t h e  15 th  c e n t u r y .  H i l t o n ' s  

Mixed L i f e , known to  have been owned and read  by laymen o f  t h e  merchant 

c l a s s ,  s t a t e d  a c a s e  f o r  t h e  layman 's  devout  l i v i n g  in  th e  world .  He 

wrote  t h a t  t h e  mixed l i f e  (mixing t h e  a c t i v e  and t h e  c o n tem p la t iv e )  be­

longed  t o  c e r t a i n  p r e l a t e s  and c u r a t e s  who had t h e  c u re  o f  men's  s o u l s ,  

bu t  i t  a l s o  belonged " g e n e r a l l y  t o  some temporal  men, t h e  which have 

s o v e r e ig n t y  with  much w ea l th  o f  w o r ld ly  goods,  and have a l s o  as i t  were 

l o r d s h i p  over  o t h e r  men f o r  t o  govern and s u s t a i n  them. . . . For,  i f  

t h e s e  men . . . w i l l  l e a v e  u t t e r l y  t h e  b u s in e s s  o f  t h e  world . . . and 

wholly  g iv e  them to  c o n te m p la t iv e  l i f e ,  t h e y  do not  w e l l ,  f o r  th e y  keep 

no t  th e  o rd e r  o f  c h a r i t y .  For c h a r i t y ,  as  thou knowest well , l i e t h  

both in love  o f  God and o f  t h i n e  e v e n - C h r i s t i a n s . " ^ ®

H i l t o n ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  im por tan t  as  i t  i s ,  spoke p r i m a r i l y  t o  lo rd s  

o r  t o  th o s e  who a l r e a d y  had much w e a l t h ,  bu t  o t h e r  segments o f  s o c i e t y  

were a l s o  being a d d re s s e d .  W y c l i f i t e  w r i t i n g s  were speaking  to  t h e  

l e s s e r  f o l k ;  f o r  example an unda ted  but  e a r l y  W y c l i f i t e  t e x t  a s s e r t s  in  

a p r a y e r ,  "and so me t h i n k e t h .  Lord, t h a t  p ray ing  o f  long p raye rs  i s  

n o t  t h e  s e r v i c e  t h a t  thou d e s i r e s t ,  bu t  keeping o f  t h y  b e h e s t s ;  and 

t h a t  a lewed [un lea rned  o r  l a y ]  man may s e rv e  God, as  well  as  a man o f  

r e l i g i o n .  And so .  Lord,  our  hope i s ,  t h a t  thou w i l l  as  soon hear a 

plowman's p r a y e r ,  i f  he keep t h y  b e h e s t s ,  as  thou w i l t  do a man's  o f  

r e l i g i o n .

A s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  use o f  t h e  image o f  t h e  s im p le ,  devout plow­

man comes in  William Lang land ' s  P i e r s  t h e  Plowman in  which P ie r s  be­

comes an image even f o r  C h r i s t  h im s e l f .  Though an advoca te  f o r  th e  

poor and very  much a g a i n s t  a v a r i c i o u s  m e rc han ts ,  Langland s u r p r i s i n g l y
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s t a t e s  a case  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  money so t h a t  one might  perform 

deeds o f  c h a r i t y .  Addressing a n o th e r  l e v e l  o f  s o c i e t y  a r e  t h e  words,  

in  a modern p rose  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  in  a s e c t i o n  in  which Truth  i s  sending 

P ie r s  and a l l  h i s  h e l p e r s  a pardon f o r  t h e i r  s i n s :

In t h e  margin  o f  th e  B u l l ,  t h e  merchan ts  to o  had many y e a r s '  
i n d u l g e n c e ,  bu t  none from g u i l t  as  well  a s  punishment— th e  Pope 
would never  g r a n t  them t h a t ,  f o r  t h e y  w i l l  no t  keep Holy Days as 
t h e  Church r e q u i r e s ,  and th e y  swear 'By my s o u l ! '  and 'God help 
me! '  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c o n s c ie n c e ,  in  o r d e r  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  wares .

But Tru th  s e n t  t h e  merchants  a l e t t e r  under  His s e c r e t  s e a l , 
t e l l i n g  them to  buy up b o ld ly  a l l  t h e  b e s t  goods th e y  could  g e t ,  
then  s e l l  them a g a i n ,  and use t h e  p r o f i t s  to  r e p a i r  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  
and t o  h e lp  f o lk  in t r o u b l e —t o  g e t  t h e  bad roads  mended quickly and 
r e b u i l d  t h e  broken b r i d g e s —t o  e n ab le  poor g i r l s  to  marry o r  t o  
e n t e r  n u n n e r i e s —t o  feed  th e  poor and t h e  men in  p r i s o n s —to send 
boys to  school  o r  a p p r e n t i c e  them to  a t r a d e ,  and to  a s s i s t  
R e l ig io u s  Orders  and give  them b e t t e r  endowments. — 'And i f  you w i l l  
do t h e s e  t h i n g s , '  s a i d  T ru th ,  ' I  m y s e l f  w i l l  send you S t .  Michael 
my Archangel  when you d i e ,  so t h a t  no d e v i l  s h a l l  harm your  sou ls  
o r  make you a f r a i d ;  and he w i l l  ward o f f  d e s p a i r ,  and lead  your 
s o u l s  in  s a f e t y  t o  meet  my s a i n t s  in  Heaven . '

The merchants  were p leased  with  t h i s ,  and many o f  them wept 
f o r  j o y ,  p r a i s i n g  P i e r s  f o r  g a in in g  them such an indu lgence .

Thus,  even t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  money might  be s a n c t i f i e d ,  th rough  th e

ide a l  o f  c h a r i t y . ^ ®

The 14 th  c e n t u r y  was indeed  a seminal p e r io d  in  t h e  change o f  

C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l s  away from th e  idea l  o f  p ove r ty  and withdrawal from th e  

w or ld ,  toward t h e  ide a l  o f  c h a r i t y  t o  t h e  world  and in  t h e  wor ld .  The 

u n c e r t a i n t y  produced by war,  d i s e a s e ,  and t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h -  

coupled  w i th  t h e  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  1 i t e r a c y —made th e  peo­

p le  r i p e  f o r  a renewal o f  t h e i r  f a i t h .  In a n o t h e r  metaphor ,  t h e  people  

were f a l l o w  s o i l ,  too  l i t t l e  c u l t i v a t e d  by th e  church  and eage r  fo r  t h e  

p roper  seed to  be p la n t e d  w i th i n  them. S t r a n g e l y  enough,  m ys t i c i sm ,  

u s u a l l y  so  e s o t e r i c  and remote ,  played a c r u c i a l  r o l e  th rough  R o l l e ' s  

and H i l t o n ' s  concern  fo r  t h e i r  " e v e n - C h r i s t i a n s , "  t h e i r  implement being 

t h e i r  use o f  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r ,  and t h e  s e e d ,  t h e i r  encouragement to  those
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engaged  in  w or ld ly  p u r s u i t s  to  c u l t i v a t e  a persona l  devo t ion  t o  God 

which would r e s u l t  in  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  c h a r i t y .  O th e r s ,  such as  Wycli f  

and Langland,  were g iv in g  s i m i l a r  messages to  d i f f e r i n g  ranks  o f  t h e  

l a i t y ,  and we f in d  in t h e  15th  c e n t u r y  t h a t  t h e r e  had developed  a popu­

l a r  r e l i g i o u s  y ea rn in g  and an a p p e t i t e  f o r  t h e  d iv i n e  which was not 

being e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f i e d  by t h e  chu rch .  The ch u rch ,  c o n t in u in g  t o  s e t  

c l e r i c a l  i d e a l s  be fo re  t h e  l a i t y ,  p robab ly  d id  too  l i t t l e  to  he lp  the  

l a i t y  deve lop i t s  ide a l  o f  p i e t y  in  t h e  w o r ld ,  y e t  t h e  church d id  p ro ­

v id e  a c o n t e x t  f o r  i t s  development.  Bernd M o e l l e r ,  who views th e  l a t e  

15 th  c e n t u r y  as  one o f  t h e  most devout  p e r io d s  o f  t h e  Middle Ages and 

a l s o  one o f  t h e  most chu rch ly -m inded ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s ees  a " c e r t a i n

s u b je c t iv i s m "  and a " t e n d e r  i n d i v id u a l i s m "  in  t h e  devo t ion  o f  t h e
21

pe o p le .  The l a i t y  was g a in in g  a new c o n f id e n c e ,  c r e a t i n g  i t s  own 

id e a l  f o r  l i f e  in  t h e  world and i n  t h e  p roces s  f i n d i n g  new r o l e s  in 

s o c i e t y .

Sec t ion  2 :  Lay P i e t y  in  t h e  Town

Even in  t h e  14th  c e n t u r y ,  and c e r t a i n l y  beyond,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s o c i e t y  were f a r  l e s s  n e a t  and t i d y  than  in  Chauce r 's  

i d e a l i z e d  l i t e r a r y  d e p i c t i o n s .  The c l e r i c  was becoming l e s s  and l e s s  

t h e  s o l e  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  governance ,  o r  o f  p i e t y ;  t h e  layman 

was g r a d u a l l y  ga in ing  power in  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  e s t a t e s  and in 

p o l i t i c a l  governance.  No b e t t e r  example can be found than  one produced 

by C o lc h e s t e r :  Thomas Audley,  a lawyer  who began h i s  c a r e e r  as  town 

c l e r k  o f  C o lc h e s te r  in  1514 and was s e n t  t o  t h e  1523 P a r l i am en t  as a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  b u r g e s s e s ,  where he a p p a r e n t ly  

a t t r a c t e d  n o t i c e .  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Audley,  a n o n - c l e r i c ,  was Lord
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Chance l lo r  o f  England,  f o l lo w in g  th e  demotion o f  S i r  Thomas More.^^

According t o  Greta H o r t ,  t h e  gap t h a t  had s e p a r a t e d  p r i e s t  from 

people was being f i l l e d  up ,  "no t  by dragg ing t h e  p r i e s t s  down to  t h e  

ignorance  o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  bu t  by r a i s i n g  t h e  l a i t y  to  t h e  s t a n d a rd  o f  t h e  

b e t t e r  among t h e  p r i e s t s . "  The middle  ranks  o f  s o c i e t y  were a c q u i r i n g  

a sound e d u c a t io n ,  en ab l in g  them to  compete.  Schools had m u l t i p l i e d  

dur ing  t h e  15 th  c e n t u r y ,  and many o f  t h o s e  schoo ls  were a product  o f  

l a y  d e v o t io n ,  s i n c e  t h e  endowment o f  schools  had become a popu la r  form 

o f  c h a r i t y .  Lay p i e t y  and ed u c a t io n  were c l o s e l y  bound t o g e t h e r ;  a 

pr imary mot ive  f o r  g a in in g  an e d u ca t io n  ( though c e r t a i n l y  not  t h e  only  

reason )  was t o  permi t  t h e  p ious  to  read  devo t iona l  works.  Converse ly ,  

l a y  p i e t y  r e q u i r e d  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  l e a r n i n g ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a c c e s s  to  

l e a r n i n g .  For example ,  Margery Kempe, devout 1aywoman l i v i n g  in  Lynn 

in th e  e a r l y  15th c e n t u r y ,  was f a m i l i a r  w ith  sev e ra l  books,  among them 

books by R o l l e ,  H i l t o n ,  and Bonaventure.  Because Kempe was i l l i t e r a t e ,  

t h e  Bib le and o t h e r  books had been read to  her  by a f r i e n d l y  p r i e s t . ^ ®  

With t h e  c l o s e  con n ec t io n  between lay  p i e t y  and l e a r n i n g ,  i t  i s  

no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  l a y  p i e t y  should f l o u r i s h  in  th e  urban s e t t i n g  among 

t h e  more p rosperous  townsmen, th o s e  who in  a l a t e r  t ime would be 

l a b e l l e d  as "middle c l a s s , "  such as m erchan ts ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men and 

independen t  c r a f t s m e n ,  a l l  o f  whom would need a c e r t a i n  amount o f  

l e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e i r  o c c u p a t io n s .  Although lay  p i e t y  was not  wholly an 

urban e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  towns c e r t a i n l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  growth o f  

s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  f o r  l i f e  d e f i n i t e l y  had i t s  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  in  t h e  towns.  

The crowding meant t h a t  d i s e a s e s  could spread  r a p i d l y ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  a 

very  high m o r t a l i t y  r a t e ;  f i r e  was a p e r i l  and a l l  o n e ' s  p o s se s s io n s  

could  be d es t ro y ed  in  a moment. Then too  most people in th e  towns were
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engaged in t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  money, an endeavor not  looked upon f a v o r ­

ab ly  by th e  church  o r  by t h e i r  b e t t e r s  in s o c i e t y .  The i n s e c u r i t y  o f  

such a l i f e  must have moved many to  t h i n k  more deeply about  o n e ' s  s o u l , 

and in  a town people had more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  development .  

Preaching was more a c c e s s i b l e  and t h e r e  was a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  worsh ip  

s e r v i c e s  from which t o  choose .  The towns,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  more indepen­

den t  ones such as C o l c h e s t e r ,  were a t r a i n i n g  ground f o r  s e l f -  

governance;  in  a l i k e  manner,  t h e  towns provided  a f r e e r  atmosphere f o r  

th e  l a i t y  to  develop  a s ense  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  th e  p rocess  o f  s a l v a ­

t i o n .  In t h e  towns t h e  pious laymen e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o u s  g u i l d s  and 

s c h o o l s ,  sponsored myste ry  p l a y s ,  b u i l t  and renovated  c h u rc h e s ,  a l l  o f  

which w i l l  be d e s c r ib e d  in  d e t a i l  in  c h a p t e r  two.

As a community o f  b e l i e v e r s ,  t h e  devout  had r e l i g i o u s  p ro c e s ­

s ions  th rough t h e i r  s t r e e t s  and sponsored  masses f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  

t h e i r  town. C o lc h e s te r  e s t a b l i s h e d  j u s t  such an annual  mass in  1516,  

in  t h e  same y e a r  t h a t  Thomas Audley became a f r e e  bu rgess .  Lay p i e t y  

in C o lc h e s t e r ,  t h e n ,  was not  on ly  a m a t t e r  o f  o n e ' s  i n d iv id u a l  devo­

t i o n  t o  God, though i t  c e r t a i n l y  inc luded  t h a t ,  but  i t  was o f t e n  mani­

f e s t e d  communally. Of c o u r s e ,  th e  n a t u r a l  ex p re s s io n  o f  l a y  p i e t y  was 

in t h e  communal r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  p a r i s h  

churches and g u i l d s  which we s h a l l  examine c l o s e l y ,  bu t  beyond th o s e  

usual  r e l i g i o u s  o u t l e t s  we s h a l l  f in d  t h a t  t h e  a c t s  o f  th e  p ious l a y ­

man in  C o lc h es te r  had a d e f i n i t e  e f f e c t  on what we moderns would con­

s i d e r  t h e  s e c u l a r  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  town: l a y  devo t ion  had an economic

and even a p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  borough,  and i t  a f f e c t e d  (and was 

a f f e c t e d  by) the  s o c i a l  groupings  in t h e  town, such as f a m i l i e s ,  

f r i e n d s h i p  ne tworks ,  and th e  govern ing o l i g a r c h y .  Fur thermore ,  l a i c
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S p i r i t u a l i t y  helped  develop  a sense  o f  community in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a 

s p i r i t  sometimes hard to  o b t a in  in  a s e t t i n g  where new people  were con­

t i n u a l l y  coming i n . ^ *

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  l a y  C h r i s t i a n  devo t ion  t o  t h e  urban s e t t i n g  

has rece iv ed  on ly  s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  from h i s t o r i a n s  o f  l a t e  medieval 

England, but i f  we a r e  to  know more about  t h e  th i n k in g  and m o t iv a t io n  

o f  t h e  o r d in a r y  p e r s o n ,  about  t h e  medieval town, and about  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

in t h a t  p e r i o d ,  we need s t u d i e s  o f  a l l  t h r e e  t o g e t h e r ,  f o r  a l l  a r e  con­

nec ted  in a v i t a l  way. I f  t h e r e  i s  l i f e  in  an i n s t i t u t i o n  or  a

s o c i e t y —o r  in  a town—ways w i l l  be found f o r  p e r io d i c  r enew al ,  and a t

a t ime when monast ic  and c l e r i c a l  i d e a l s  were d e c l i n i n g ,  t h e  burgeoning 

devot ion  o f  t h e  layman became t h e  most dynamic element o f  l a t e  medieval 

C h r i s t i a n i t y .  The town had prov ided  an envi ronment f o r  t h a t  l a y  devo­

t i o n  to  deve lop ;  moreover ,  t h e  town was given a l a r g e  measure o f  i t s  

l i f e — i t s  i d e n t i t y ,  i t s  c o n f id e n c e ,  and i t s  s p i r i t —by i t s  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  

and not  j u s t  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  but  th rough th e  s p i r i t u a l ­

i t y  o f  t h e  l a y  men and women who l i v e d  in  th e  towns.  Lay devot ion  and

th e  towns fed on each o t h e r ,  no t  to  consume, but  t o  e n r i c h .  T h e i r  sym­

b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  meant t h a t  each p ro v id ed ,  in  i t s  own d i s t i n c t  way, 

a means o f  renewal f o r  t h e  o t h e r .  Renewal, i t  should be n o te d ,  i s  not

the  same as th e  modern idea  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  which im pl ie s  t h a t  t h e  new i s

good and t h a t  t h e  o ld  i s  no l o n g e r  o f  g r e a t  v a l u e .  Renewal b u i ld s  on

t h e  p as t  in  a p o s i t i v e  way, making i t  new and v i t a l  a g a i n .  The s p i r i t ­

u a l i t y  o f  t h e  layman brought renewal to  medieval C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  b u i ld in g  

on t h e  a n c i e n t  idea l  o f  c h a r i t y  g iven by C h r i s t  h im s e l f .

Likewise,  be fo re  renewal can come t o  a s o c i e t y ,  or  to  a town, 

t h e  town must have a s p i r i t  o f  f a i t h  in  i d e a l s  t h a t  a r e  b igge r  than
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i t s e l f .  The s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  can be a source  o f  such c o n f id e n t  

f a i t h .  Accompanying t h e  f a i t h  in  i d e a l s  i s  u s u a l l y  a sense  o f  d e s t i n y  

f o r  the  f u t u r e ,  a f u t u r e  b u i l t  on t h e i r  p a s t  and toward which t h e i r  

p a s t  has been d i r e c t i n g  them. F lo rence  had t h a t  sense  o f  d e s t i n y ,  

p a r t l y  developed by i t s  h i s t o r i a n s , ^ ®  and C o l c h e s t e r ,  in  i t s  own modest 

way, a l s o  had a sense  o f  d e s t i n y .  C o lc h e s te r  had not  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a ­

t i o n ,  l e a r n i n g ,  w e a l t h ,  o r  independence o f  th e  F l o r e n t i n e s ,  but  Col­

c h e s t e r  d id  have i t s  own i d e a l s  and f a i t h ,  though in a d e q u a te ly  a r t i c u ­

l a t e d .  C o lc h e s t e r ,  as  we have n o te d ,  was proud o f  i t s  p a s t ,  o f  i t s  

l o n g e v i t y ,  o f  i t s  l i n k  with  e a r l y  Christendom through S t .  Helen,  o f  i t s  

laws and customs t h a t  had developed from "t ime ou t  o f  mind,"  a f r e q u e n t  

phrase in  t h e  borough c o u r t  r e c o r d s .  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  was 

most v i t a l l y  m a n i fe s ted  among t h e  l a i t y  and was a c ohes ive  and c r u c i a l  

i n g r e d i e n t  in  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  make-up; e a r l y  Tudor C o l c h e s t e r ' s  C h r i s t i ­

a n i t y  was a p a r t  o f  i t s  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and in  t h e  town 's  own e y e s ,  no 

small p a r t  o f  i t s  f u t u r e .  At t h e  same t ime t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  laymen were 

renewing themselves  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  r a d i c a l  changes in 

the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ch u rc h ,  t h e i r  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  were a l s o  he lp in g  to  g ive  

l i f e  and v i t a l i t y  t o  t h e i r  urban s e t t i n g .^ ®

Sec t ion  3: This  Study o f  Lay P i e t y  in  C o lches te r

The pe r iod  covered by our  s tudy  o f  l a i c  devo t ion  in  C o lc h es te r  

w il l  begin in  1485,  in  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  r e ig n  o f  Henry V II ;  un­

f o r t u n a t e l y  we cannot  begin in  an e a r l i e r  pe r iod  s in c e  t h e r e  a r e  only  

a few s c a t t e r e d  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  proceeding  1485. Tes tamentary  records ,  

supplemented by borough c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  l a y  subs idy  r o l l s ,  and o t h e r  

a s s o r t e d  documents w i l l  be our  p r i n c i p a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The end o f  Mary's
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r e i g n  in  1558 i s  a s u i t a b l e  end ing p e r io d  as t h a t  d a t e  p e r m i t s  us to  

e s c a p e  t h e  c o m p l i c a t i n g  i s s u e  o f  P u r i t a n i s m  but  a l lo w s  ample i n v e s t i ­

g a t i o n  o f  t h e  changes  o c c a s io n e d  by t h e  R e fo rm a t io n .  Late medieval  l a y  

p i e t y  i s  a l e g i t i m a t e  s tu d y  on i t s  own, however,  and i t  need n o t  be ,  

nor  should,  i t  be ,  viewed as m e re ly  a f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  R efo rm a t io n .

The R e fo rm a t io n ,  however,  b rough t  the  b eg in n in g s  o f  v a s t  changes  in  

th e  medieval  l i f e  and do,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f u r n i s h  a moving p i c t u r e  

w hich ,  by i t s  c o n t r a s t ,  p ro v id e s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  o f  

what came b e f o r e .  Even a t  b e s t ,  t h o u g h ,  o u r  p i c t u r e  o f  C o l c h e s t e r  l a y  

p i e t y  w i l l  be somewhat dim, f o r  even com ple te  docum ents ,  which ours  a r e  

n o t ,  c a n n o t  s ee  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  from whence p i e t y  comes.

D e f i n i t e  haza rds  a r e  e n c o u n te re d  in any a t t e m p t  t o  measure t h a t  

which canno t  be measured ,  i . e .  i n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e , b u t  we can perhaps  

measure  more a c c u r a t e l y  t h o s e  who a t  l e a s t  v a lu e d  t h e  id e a l  o f  p i e t y ,  

t h o s e  who took r e l i g i o n  s e r i o u s l y  and used t h e i r  money f o r  r e l i g i o u s  or  

c h a r i t a b l e  p u rp o s e s .  Some o f  t h o s e  were p ro b a b ly  more d e s i r o u s  o f  t h e  

a p p e a ra n c e  o f  p i e t y  th a n  th e y  were in w ard ly  p i o u s ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  even 

t h e  h o ld ing  o f  t h e  id e a l  o f  p i e t y  had v a lu e  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  town. 

Th is  s tu d y  w i l l  o f  n e c e s s i t y  look  more a t  t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y ,  c h a r t i n g  

t h e  l e g a c i e s  t o  t h e  church  and f o r  p r a y e r s  and c h a r i t a b l e  works.  Those 

a c t s  o f  p i e t y  a r e  outward w orks ,  y e t  e x t e r n a l  works can r e f l e c t  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i th i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a "works 

s a l v a t i o n , "  such as t h a t  which p r e v a i l e d  in  l a t e  medieval  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

No doub t  some p e rsons  gave money f o r  p ious  works o n ly  f o r  t h e  show o f  

i t ,  o r  o u t  o f  f e a r  o f  judgm ent ,  b u t  we s h a l l  t a k e  t h e  l e g a c i e s  a t  f a c e  

v a l u e ,  n o t  a t t e m p t i n g  t h e  i m p o s s ib l e  t a s k  o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  mo­

t i v e s  beh ind th e  p ious  d eed s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  we s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  c a t c h
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glimpses o f  deep devo t ion  among t h e  C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s .

On th e  premise t h a t  l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a f f e c t e d  a l l  o f  th e  s o c i e t y  

around i t ,  a l l  o f  c h a p t e r  two w i l l  be devo ted  t o  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  

s e c u l a r  and r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  in  o r d e r  t o  p rov ide  a 

c o n t e x t  f o r  our  look a t  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  and t h e i r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

l a y  p i e t y  in  c h a p t e r  t h r e e  and then  t h e  changes o f  t h e  Reformation 

y e a r s  in  c h a p t e r  f o u r .  We s h a l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  th e  

l a i t y  gave v i t a l i t y  t o  medieval C h r i s t i a n i t y  and helped  conf irm and 

v a l i d a t e  t h e  way o f  l i f e  in th e  town. Godly devo t ion  gave townsmen 

co n f id e n ce  in  an i n s e c u r e  w or ld ,  f o r  i t  put them in  touch with  power-- 

th e  power o f  God. I t  was a move away from ou tw ard ,  casua l  conformi ty  

t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  from holy  t h i n g s  to  holy  p e o p l e . C e r t a i n l y  i t  i n ­

cluded  te n d e n c ie s  toward in d i v i d u a l i s m ,  but  more o f t e n  th o s e  i n c l i n a ­

t i o n s  were submerged in  t h e  communal s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  e . g .  money l e f t  

by dying men f o r  masses were not  j u s t  f o r  t h e i r  own s o u ls  but  f o r  th e  

s o u ls  o f  f r i e n d s  and a l l  C h r i s t i a n s .  Yet t h e  in d i v id u a l i s m  t h a t  was a 

p a r t  o f  l a y  p i e t y  was bound to  c r e a t e  t e n s i o n s  a t  t imes  w i th in  t h e  c o r ­

p o r a t e  approach to  God in  t h e  ch u rch ;  or thodox l a y  p i e t y  might  no t  d i ­

r e c t l y  defy  th e  p r i e s th o o d  (as d id  L o l l a r d y ) ,  bu t  i t  s p i r i t u a l l y  t r a n s ­

cended t h e  p r i e s t h o o d ,  t h e re b y  in  p r a c t i c e  minimiz ing i t .  The world

was changing and t h e  l a i t y  was coming i n t o  i t s  own.

Was l a y  p i e t y ,  t h e n ,  a "movement"? I t  had no r u l e s ,  s p ec ia l  

l e a d e r s ,  o r  p la ces  o f  abode fo r  i t s  a d h e r e n t s ,  and so i t  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  

s u b j e c t  f o r  s tu d y ,  but  i t  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  a f a i r l y  widespread way o f

l i v i n g ,  an a t t e m p t —no doubt o f t e n  i m p e r f e c t - - t o  l i v e  devout ly  though

in t h e  wor ld .  In t h a t  way i t  was a movement, because ,  l i k e  le a v e n ,  i t  

q u i e t l y  worked,  b r ing ing  renewal bu t  a l s o  p l a n t i n g  a seed fo r  change.
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P ar t  Two: H i s to r io g ra p h y

S ec t io n  1 : Ear ly  S tu d ie s  o f  Lay C h r i s t i a n i t y

Before proceeding  to  draw a p i c t u r e  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  l a i c  d e v o t io n ,  

a look a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  l a y  C h r i s ­

t i a n i t y  w i l l  be h e l p f u l .  For too  long  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  r e l i g i o n  have been 

concerned  p r i m a r i l y  w i th  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

t h e i r  c l e r g y ,  which i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le ,  given t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a r l y  

r e c o r d s  were w r i t t e n  a lm os t  e n t i r e l y  from t h e  c l e r i c ' s  p o in t  o f  view. 

Only in  t h e  l a s t  25 y e a r s  and e s p e c i a l l y  beg inn ing  in  t h e  1970 ' s  has 

s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  been given to  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  peop le .  Cer­

t a i n l y  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  c l e r g y  and t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  people a r e  

no t  two r e l i g i o n s  but one,  and i t  i s  p ro p e r  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  

people  be c o n s id e re d  as  w e l l .

A su rvey  o f  pre-World War I I  s t u d i e s  about  England r e v e a l s  two 

im p o r tan t  f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  t h e  s tudy  o f  England’ s l a y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  ; t h e  

f i r s t ,  Bernard  Lord Manning's  The P e o p le ' s  F a i th  in t h e  Time o f  Wycl if  

was p u b l i sh e d  in  1919 and r e i s s u e d  in  1975 as a p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  

r e v iv a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  s u b j e c t .  Manning's  work co n t in u e s  t o  be 

v a l u a b l e  f o r  i t s  examinat ion o f  t h e  ways t h a t  r e l i g i o n  was t a u g h t  to  

t h e  people  in  t h e  14th c e n t u r y ,  what t h e  ave rage  person knew about  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  and what p a r t  i t  played in  h i s  everyday l i f e .  The second 

book i s  H. Maynard Sm ith ' s  Pre-Reformation  England , pub l i shed  in 1938 

and r e p r i n t e d  in  1963, which remains t h e  b e s t  gene ra l  work on t h e  s t a t e  

o f  r e l i g i o n  in  th e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r i o d .  Although Smith inc luded  chap­

t e r s  on p o l i t i c a l  and economic c o n d i t i o n s ,  h i s  emphasis was on r e l i ­

g io n ,  and no t  j u s t  t h a t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ch u rc h ;  h i s  c h a p t e r s  on 

popu la r  r e l i g i o n  in  England broke ground f o r  f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s . ^ ®
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Valuable as  were th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  Manning and Smith,  th e y  

were not  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  t h e  mains tream o f  European h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y ,  

which in  i t s  most i n n o v a t iv e  form was l e d  in  th e  pe r iod  between t h e  two 

world wars by two French h i s t o r i a n s ,  Marc Bloch and Lucien Febvre.  Re­

j e c t i n g  the  p o s i t i v i s t s '  approach  to  h i s t o r y  based on f a c t s  and t h e  r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p  o f  f a c t s  to  each o t h e r ,  Febvre and Bloch,  viewing man a s  t h e  

p r o t a g o n i s t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  s t u d i e d  t h e  m e n t a l i t y ,  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  and prob­

lems o f  men, but  a t  t h e  same t im e  r e l a t e d  them to p o l i t i c a l  and eco ­

nomic h i s t o r y .  Looking a t  t h e  p e r io d  a f t e r  World War I I ,  we f in d  

Et ienne  O e la ru e l l e  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  work o f  Bloch and Febvre in  t h e  

r a t h e r  r i g i d  f i e l d  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y ,  accord ing  t o  Raoul 

M ansell i  and Andre Vauchez,  t h e  w r i t e r s  o f  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  a 1975 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  D e l a r u e l l e ' s  e s s a y s  (which had been w r i t t e n  from 1955 

onwards) .  O e l a r u e l l e ,  wro te  Vauchez,  broke  down th e  b a r r i e r s  which had 

viewed the  l a i t y  e i t h e r  as  mere o b j e c t s  o f  p a s t o r a l  s o l i c i t u d e  by th e  

c l e r i c s ,  or  a s  en t ra n c e d  s u r v i v a l s  o f  paganism. C o n f id e n t ly  b e l i e v in g  

t h a t  th e  church i s  comprised o f  a l l  b a p t i z e d  b e l i e v e r s  who a r e  gu ided ,  

no t  j u s t  by t h e  h i e r a r c h y ,  but  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  Canon O e l a r u e l l e  

gave d i g n i t y  to  t h e  peop le  he s t u d i e d  and d i g n i t y  t o  t h e  s tudy  o f  " la  

p i e t e T p o p u la i r e  au Moyen Age."^^

Following in  th e  same v e i n ,  o t h e r  French h i s t o r i a n s  were to 

w r i t e  a new kind o f  church  h i s t o r y ,  and in  1961 La s p i r i t u a l i t é ' d u  

Moyen Age was p u b l i sh e d .  The f i r s t  p a r t ,  c ove r ing  t h e  y e a r s  from 

Gregory th e  Great  to  Bernard o f  C l a i r v a u x ,  was w r i t t e n  by Jean 

LeClercq ,  and he was u n u s u a l ly  c a r e f u l  t o  in c lu d e  th e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

l a i t y ,  o f t e n  beginning  h i s  c h a p t e r s  w i th  an account  o f  t h e  l a i c  c o n d i ­

t i o n .  The second p a r t  o f  t h e  book,  which was w r i t t e n  by F ranço is
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Vandenbroucke,  had a lmos t  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  t e x t  devoted t o  l a y  r e l i g i o n ,  

which rev ea led  not  o n ly  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  r o l e  o f  t h e  l a i t y  in t h e  l a t e r  

Middle Ages, bu t  a l s o  gave them an importance  in t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  h i s t o r y  

which had been m iss ing  e a r l i e r .  Looking b r i e f l y  in t o  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s ,  we 

f in d  t h a t  Andre Vauchez,  in  h i s  La s p i r i t u a l i t é ' d u  Moyen Age Occiden tal  

VIII^  -  XII® s i è c l e s ,®® even more s u c c e s s f u l l y  fused  l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y  

i n t o  a genera l  C h r i s t i a n  h i s t o r y .  R e je c t i n g  t h e  idea  t h a t  s p i r i t u ­

a l i t y  i s  a mark on ly  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s ,  Vauchez found in  t h e  l i t e r a ­

t u r e  and a r t  o f  t h e  medieval  p e r io d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

l i f e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  any C h r i s t i a n .  He marked t h e  12th  c e n t u ry  as 

a per iod  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  which saw t h e  beg inn ings  o f  a l a y  s p i r i t u ­

a l i t y  with  t h e  appea rance  o f  th e  Crusades and e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  t h i r d  

o r d e r s .

Coming in t o  p lay  among h i s t o r i a n s ,  t h e n ,  was not on ly  a new h i s ­

t o r i c a l  concern  f o r  s tu d y in g  o r d i n a r y  p eop le ,  but  along with  t h a t  a 

b roader concep t  o f  what c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  church .  I f  th e  church i s  com­

p r i s e d  o f  a l l  b a p t i z e d  b e l i e v e r s ,  then  i t  fo l lows  t h a t  an e c c l e s i a s t i ­

cal h i s t o r y  w i l l  r e l a t e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  peop le  as well as  o f  t h e  i n ­

s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  A s ig n  o f  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  in  p e r s p e c t i v e  was a 

change in  t e rm ino logy  when th e  French h i s t o r i a n s  began us ing t h e  word 

" s p i r i t u a l i t y "  in  a b roader  s e n s e ,  to  in c lu d e  l a y  as well as c l e r i c a l  

d e v o t io n ,  whereas p r e v io u s ly  t h e  word had been used to  r e f e r  p r i m a r i l y  

to  a c e r t a i n  kind o f  a f f e c t i v e ,  o f t e n  m y s t i c a l ,  d e v o t io n ,  and t h a t  a l ­

most e n t i r e l y  among c l e r i c s .

While some French h i s t o r i a n s  were producing genera l  h i s t o r i e s  o f  

s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a n o t h e r  group was l e d  by Gabriel  LeBras to  i n v e s t i g a t e  

"des m e n t a l i t é s  c o l l e c t i v e s . "  LeBras had sugges ted  t h e  s tudy  o f
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r e l i g i o n  in  more d e t a i l  in  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  r a t h e r  than  r e l y i n g  on gen­

e r a l i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  and Jacques  T o u s s ae r t  did  t h a t  in  h i s  1963 

book on m ar i t ime F landers  in  t h e  1 4 th ,  1 5 th ,  and e a r l y  16th  c e n t u r i e s .  

T oussae r t  went beyond a mere r e p o r t i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  behav io r  and i n ­

c luded  a s e c t i o n  on t h e  i n d i r e c t  i n d i c e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  commitment, such 

as  m o r a l i t y  in b u s i n e s s ,  v i o l e n c e ,  and o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  church  d i s c i p l i n e .  

He found t h a t  peop le  in  F landers  were committed t o  c e r t a i n  formal r e ­

l i g i o u s  e v e n t s ,  bu t  ev idenced  l i t t l e  en thus iasm f o r  r e l i g i o n  in ev e ry ­

day a f f a i r s .  The people  o f  F landers  were committed t o  t h e  main r e l i ­

g ious  e v e n t s ,  such as bapt ism and a f u n e r a l ,  bu t  th e y  showed l i t t l e  

concern f o r  t h e  sac raments  o f  penance and t h e  E u c h a r i s t .  In f a c t ,  

T oussae r t  d i s co v e re d  t h a t  a number o f  people d id  not  e n t e r  t h e  c o n f e s ­

s iona l  f o r  yea r s  on end.®^

A f te r  World War I I ,  h i s t o r i a n s  in o t h e r  European c o u n t r i e s ,  w i th  

a few o u t s t a n d in g  e x c e p t i o n s ,  were s lower  in  t a k in g  up th e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  l a i t y  in  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  In t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  B. L. Manning 

and Maynard Smith,  W. A. Pan t in  in  1955 pub l i shed  The E ng l ish  Church in  

t h e  Fou r teen th  Century  in  which he i n c lu d e d  v a l u a b le  work on t r e a t i s e s  

w r i t t e n  in  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  f o r  t h e  l a i t y  and u n lea rned  p r i e s t s .  About 

t h e  same t im e ,  Paul 0.  K r i s t e l l e r  was f i n d i n g  con n ec t io n s  between 

F l o r e n t i n e  Pla tonism and l a y  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  con tend ing  t h a t  th e  

l a y  r e l i g i o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  a long  w i th  t h e  l a y  

sermon and t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l e t t e r ,  had a fo rm a t ive  i n f l u e n c e  on F ic ino  

and h i s  P l a t o n i c  Academy. K r i s t e l l e r ,  by t h e  way, was among t h e  f i r s t  

t o  use t h e  term " l a y  p i e t y , "  a term which has come t o  be used  most 

f r e q u e n t l y  by American h i s to r i an s .® ®

A few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  in  Germany in t h e  e a r l y  1960' s ,  Bernd
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M oel le r ,  a Reformation s c h o l a r ,  was beg inning to  s tudy  th e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  

layman in  p re -Refo rm at ion  Germany, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t h e  towns.  S t r e s s ­

ing th e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  town and C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  M oel le r  concluded  

t h a t  t h e  German towns p e rce iv ed  themselves  as sove re ign  s a c r a l  communi­

t i e s  and,  as  such ,  were consc ious  o f  being c J e a r l y  d i s t i n c t  from th e  

world about  them. In M o e l l e r ' s  view the  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  church  to  adap t  

t o  t h e  urban s i t u a t i o n  fo rced  urban laymen i n t o  a g r e a t e r  r e l i g i o u s  

r o l e  w i th in  th e  town. Though M oel le r  sees  a f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  church in 

t h e  town, he n e v e r t h e l e s s  l a b e l s  t h e  l a t e  15 th  c e n t u ry  in Germany as 

"one o f  th e  most church ly-minded  and devout p e r io d s  o f  t h e  Middle 

Ages."®*

A seminal  work was p u b l i sh e d  in  1970 by Richard W. S ou the rn ,  

Western S o c ie ty  and t h e  Church in t h e  Middle Ages , which had been com­

miss ioned  as a volume in  a conven t iona l  s e r i e s  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

church .  As Southern  wro te  t h e  book, however, he t e l l s  us t h a t  " th e  r e ­

l a t i o n s  between e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  development and s o c i a l  change took  so 

s t r o n g  a hold on t h e  work t h a t  t h e  plan had to  be a l t e r e d . "  Southern 

ended w i th  a nonconvent iona l  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  c h u rch ,  now much qu o te d ,  

which took i n t o  accoun t  t h e  b roader  view o f  t h e  church  as t h e  whole o f  

t h a t  s o c i e t y  and a l s o  used S o u t h e r n ' s  own s t r e s s ,  from h i s  e a r l i e r

s t u d i e s ,  on t h e  new emphasis  on t h e  i n n e r  l i f e  which began in  t h e  l a t e  
35

11th c e n t u r y .  S o u th e r n ' s  mixing o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  

presaged t h e  d i r e c t i o n  which was to  be taken  by th e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e s e a r c h  i n t o  l a y  p i e t y  in  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s .
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S ec t ion  2:

Research Beginning in  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s ,
E s p e c i a l l y  on th e  l l t h - 1 2 t h  C en tu r ie s

The s tu d y  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  layman began t o  mushroom in  th e  

e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s .  Conferences produced some o u t s t a n d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  

s t u d i e s  on t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h o l i n e s s ,  to  use t h e  t i t l e  o f  one o f  those  

c o l l e c t i o n s .  F e s t s c h r i f t s  a l s o  added t o  t h e  p u b l i sh e d  m a te r i a l ,® ^

but an on -go ing  p u b l i c a t i o n .  S tu d ie s  in Church H i s t o r y , though slow- 

s t a r t i n g ,  has become a c a t a l y s t  in  t h e  s tudy  o f  l a y  r e l i g i o n .  To read  

th rough  th e  Table o f  Contents  o f  t h e  annual  volumes o f  S tu d ie s  in  

Church H i s to r y  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e ,  f o r  t h e r e  one can see  r e c e n t  t r e n d s  in  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  F i r s t  p u b l i sh e d  in  1964,  t h e  e a r l y  volumes a r e  

p r e d i c t a b l y  f i l l e d  w i th  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  chu rch ,  

w i th  o c c a s io n a l  a r t i c l e s  about  h e r e s i e s  o r  l a y  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

in t h e  chu rch .  Not u n t i l  1972 when volume 8 ,  Popula r  B e l i e f  and 

P r a c t i c e , was pub l i shed  d id  t h e  b roader  view o f  t h e  composi t ion  o f  t h e  

church  come i n t o  th e  mainstream o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y  in  England,  

and t h a t  o u t l o o k ,  w ith  t h e  encouragement o f  S.C.H. e d i t o r ,  Derek Baker,  

has con t in u ed  in  l a t e r  volumes such as S a n c t i t y  and S e c u l a r i t y :  The 

Church and th e  World (volume 10,  1973) and The Church in Town and 

Countrys ide  (volume 16,  1979) .

The s h o r t  s t u d i e s ,  such as  those  in  S tu d ie s  in  Church H i s t o r y , 

s i g n i f i c a n t  though th e y  a r e ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  sometimes c o n fu s in g  d i v e r s i t y ,  

even f r a g m e n ta t io n ,  o f  t o p i c s  which has c h a r a c t e r i z e d  work on th e  l a i t y  

by s c h o l a r s  in  t h e  19 7 0 ' s  and e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ' s .  I s h a l l  now a t t e m p t  to  

c l a s s i f y  th o s e  more r e c e n t  s p e c i a l i z e d  s t u d i e s .  One cou ld  s o r t  them 

in v a r io u s  ways: by c e n t u r i e s  s t u d i e d ,  by c o u n t r i e s ,  o r  by p a r t i c u l a r



26

t o p i c s  which have been f r u i t f u l .  I s h a l l  do a b i t  o f  a l l ,  hoping to 

b r ing  coherence  by working rou g h ly  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  from t h e  e a r l y  

Middle Ages up to t h e  Reformat ion ,  but  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on v a r io u s  coun­

t r i e s  o r  t o p i c s  which in p a r t i c u l a r  p e r io d s  o f  t im e  have engendered 

most o f  t h e  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  European l a y  C h r i s t i a n i t y .

Work on th e  e a r l i e r  Middle Ages i s  more s p a r s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  be­

cause o f  t h e  d e a r t h  o f  documenta t ion  from t h e  p e r io d ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

some in n o v a t iv e  work by P a t r i c k  J .  Geary has been a p p e a r in g .  In an 

e s s ay  given a t  the  P r in ce to n  seminar  on popu la r  r e l i g i o n  in  1973-74,  

Geary reasoned  t h a t  t h e  p opu la r  d evo t ion  to  s a i n t l y  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  com­

bined w i th  Roman-Frankish p o l i t i c s  t o  a l low  t h e  r e l i c  t r a d e  to  f l o u r i s h  

from Rome to  France ,  th u s  encourag ing  t h e  r o l e  o f  r e l i c s  and s a i n t s  in  

popula r  d e v o t io n .  In 1978 Geary p u b l i sh e d  a book t r e a t i n g  examples o f  

t h e  l i t e r a r y  genre which long  ago developed around the  t h e f t  o f  r e l i c s .  

Finding n e a r l y  100 accounts  of  r e l i c  t h e f t s  w r i t t e n  between 800 and 

1100,  Geary s t u d i e d  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  which a t tem p ted  in  th o s e  w r i t i n g s  t o  

g iv e  symbolic va lue  to  r e l i c s .  He concluded  t h a t  r e l i c s  were p e r ­

ce iv ed  as  being a l i v e  ( j u s t  as  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  was pe rce ived  as l i v i n g  

b r e a d ) ,  and t h e r e f o r e  r e l i c s  had a r o l e  to  p la y  in  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  

communit ies  in which th e y  were located.®®

The c u l t s  o f  s a i n t s  and t h e i r  r e l i c s  have been approached from 

vary ing  a n g l e s .  Jona than  Sumption pub l i she d  in  1975 a comprehensive 

look a t  p i l g r im a g e s  between 1050 and 1250,  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on France and 

th e  c u l t u r a l  world o f  which France was t h e  c e n t e r .  Sumption compe­

t e n t l y  t r a c e d  t h e  needs which begot  p i l g r im a g e s  in  each g e n e r a t io n  o f  

b e l i e v e r s ,  from th e  per iod  o f  t h e  c ru sades  and th rough  th e  developing  

d o c t r i n e  o f  p u rg a to ry .  Sumption concluded t h a t  a p r i n c i p a l
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  medieval  r e l i g i o n  was a profound pessimism which bred 

a r e s o r t  to  r i t u a l s  w i th  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  e x p i a t i n g  s i n .  Repor t ing  on 

England,  Ronald Finucane s t u d i e d  3,000 cases  o f  m i r a c l e s  o f  he a l in g  r e ­

po r ted  by t h e  gua rd ian  monks a t  t h e  tombs o f  c e r t a i n  Engl ish  and French 

s a i n t s  in  t h e  12 th  and 13th  c e n t u r i e s ,  and he drew from t h e  r e p o r t s  

much v a l u a b l e  in fo rm a t io n  about  th e  people in v o lv ed ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  about  

t h e i r  s o c i a l  l e v e l s .® ^

By f a r  t h e  most s t i m u l a t i n g  and w ide- rang ing  s tudy  o f  holy  

s h r i n e s ,  however,  has been produced by Lionel Rothkrug,  who has l i n k e d  

d i f f e r i n g  r e l i g i o u s  e x p re s s io n s  with  c u l t u r a l  v a r i a t i o n s  and even with  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  developments .  Rothkrug ,  mapping 1,036 p i lg r im a g e  s i t e s  

in Germany be fo re  t h e  Reformation ,  found them t o  show marked r e g io n a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  w i th  numerous s h r i n e s  in  t h e  sou thern  p a r t  o f  Germany but  

few in  t h e  n o r t h .  The l a t e r  accep tanc e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  L u t h e r ' s  

t e a c h i n g ,  acc o rd in g  t o  Rothkrug ,  proceeded ou t  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c ­

t i c e s  developed  c e n t u r i e s  b e f o r e ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  a c o r p o r a t e  p a t r i o t i c  

and im per ia l  r e l i g i o s i t y  in  t h e  sou th  and a p e r s o n a l ,  almost  p r i v a t e  

p i e t y  in  t h e  n o r t h .  Rothkrug sees  a l a t e r  e f f e c t  in  th e  n a t i o n a l i z a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  French church  and in  t h e  French monarchy's  "monopoliza t ion  

o f  power t o  perform m i r a c l e s  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y , "  

cau s in g  people  " to  confound God's w i l l  w i th  th e  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  t ime o f  

a c o l l e c t i v e  o r  n a t i o n a l  p u rpose ."  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  Germans had 

exc luded  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  from t h e i r  though ts  about  p u b l i c  l i f e  so 

t h a t  t h e  l e a d in g  German th i n k e r s  o f  t h e  17th and 18 th  c e n t u r i e s  con­

cluded t h a t  "p reo ccu p a t io n  with  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  was an a c t i v i t y  a l i e n  to  

t h e  more noble  p u r s u i t s  o f  t h e  human s p i r i t , "  l e a d in g  u l t i m a t e l y  "to 

t h e  f a t e f u l  and p e r s i s t e n t  tendency  . . .  to  sunder ' s t a t e '  from
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' s o c i e t y '  in  t h e  same way they  had d iv o rc e d  ' r e l i g i o n '  from ' s o c i e t y '  

in t h e  pas t . "*®  Never be fo re  has anyone found q u i t e  so much in  t h e  

s tudy  o f  s h r i n e s  as  has Rothkrugl

Var ious s c h o l a r s  have noted th e  11th a n d / o r  12th  c e n t u r i e s  as a 

pe r iod  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  in  which t h e r e  emerged new forms o f  r e l i g i o u s  

l i f e  and t h e  beg inn ings  o f  a l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y .  The idea o f  t h e  v i t a  

a p o s t o l i c a , f i r s t  a p p l i e d  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n o b i t i c  l i f e ,  g r a d u a l l y  

changed t o  s t r e s s  t h e  preach ing  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  t h e r e b y  

b r in g in g  th e  l a i t y  in  c o n t a c t  w i th  th e  v i t a  a p o s t o l i c a . Slowly t h e  l a y  

person  came to  reg a rd  h im se l f  as  an a c t i v e  agen t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  kingdom o f  God in  t h i s  w or ld .  The ide a l  o f  p o v e r ty ,  t aken  from 

t h e  gospel  i n j u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p ove r ty  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l e s ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  

M. -D. Chenu' s  words,  "both  a r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a v a r i c e  and v a n i t y  o f  

t h e  new world  and a l i b e r a t i o n  from t h e  temporal  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  o ld  

regime."*^

M a s t e r f u l l y  r e l a t i n g  l a y  p i e t y  t o  s e c u l a r  h i s t o r y  in  t h e  same 

p e r io d  i s  Marvin 8.  Becker who d e lves  i n t o  t h e  psychology o f  t h e  layman 

in  h i s  r e c e n t  book on medieval I t a l y .  Seeing l a y  p i e t y  as a funda­

mental i n g r e d i e n t  in  t h e  development o f  t h e  n o r th e rn  I t a l i a n  c i t i e s .  

P r o f e s s o r  Becker t r a c e s  i t s  development from th e  11th  c e n t u r y  r e l i g i o u s  

re fo rm e rs  who a s s a u l t e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  nexus between s a l v a t i o n  and 

w ea l th  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e i r  sys tem,  which had been based upon th e  

g i f t  and l i t e r a l  exchange.  As t h e  Gregor ian reform deve loped ,  w r i t e s  

Becker,  c o o p e r a t io n  among th e  s o c i a l  o rd e r s  was b a s i c ,  and in t h e  

Gregor ian  movement can be observed  t h e  f i r s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

o f  l a i t y  in  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  no t  w ith  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  goal o f  i m i t a t i n g  

t h e  monk, bu t  w i th  new i d e a l s  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  though l i v i n g  in  t h e
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world .  The a c t i v e  l a i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a common l i f e  w ith  c l e r g y  in  con­

f r a t e r n i t i e s  and t h i r d - o r d e r  movements,  f u r t h e r  breaking  down t h e  o ld  

s e p a r a t i o n  o f  o rde rs  and he lp ing  to  shape c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o v e r  t h e  nex t  

two c e n t u r i e s .  The new a s s o c i a t i v e  l i f e  g r a d u a l ly  brought i n d i v i d u a l s  

t o  t h e  consc iousness  t h a t  one might  t r u s t  a b s t r a c t  t i e s .  At work, t o o ,  

was a n o t h e r  change in  in n e r  awareness ;  l a s t  w i l l s  and t e s t a m e n t s  o f  

laymen o f  t h e  per iod  show an e x ten s io n  o f  human f e e l i n g  and concern .

The same documents revea l  an i n c r e a s i n g  emphasis on a p o s i t i v e  in n e r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  God; as Becker o bse rved ,  "Fear  a s  a mot ive  f o r  pious 

a c t i o n s  was in  d e c l i n e  and love  o f  God on the  r i s e . " * ^

The new awareness and a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  l a i t y  had i t s  unorthodox 

r e s u l t s  in new h e r e s i e s ,  and as  we survey  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g s  we f i n d  

t h a t  s c h o l a r s  have been much qu ic k e r  t o  s tu d y  he re sy  than  or thodox  p a t ­

t e r n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  behav io r .  Some h e r e s i e s  emerged from le a rn e d  

c i r c l e s , * ®  but  o t h e r s  were p r im a r i l y  l a y  movements,  so t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  

l a y  r e l i g i o n  must t a k e  i n t o  account  t h e  popu la r  h e r e t i c a l  m a n i f e s t a ­

t i o n s .  For t h a t  purpose ,  the  s i n g l e  b e s t  s tudy o f  h e r e s i e s  i s  Malcolm 

Lambert 's.  Medieval Heresy:  Popular  Movements from Bogomil t o  Hus,

which r e f l e c t s  t h e  concern  o f  r e c e n t  h i s t o r i a n s  w i th  t h e  l a i t y .  

Lamber t ' s  p e r c e p t iv e  approach to  h e re s y  throws much l i g h t  on l a y  o r t h o ­

dox b eh a v io r ;  f o r  example,  in his  s tu d y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  11th  c e n tu ry  he­

r e t i c a l  o u t b r e a k s ,  he concludes  t h a t  t h e  Western l a y  world was in a 

sense  ex p e r i e n c in g  a con v e r s io n .  Lambert w r i t e s :  "As so o f t e n ,  heresy

in t h e  11 th  c e n t u ry  runs  p a r a l l e l  t o  o r thodoxy ,  r e f l e c t i n g  and d i s t o r t ­

ing  t h e  more widespread movements o f  op in ion  w i th i n  t h e  Church."** 

Lambert f i n d s  t h a t  in  t h e  l a t e r  11th  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  Gregorian movement a t  

f i r s t  worked w i th  popular  l a y  movements ( thus  e x p l a in in g  t h e  r e l a t i v e
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absence o f  he re sy  in  t h a t  p e r i o d ) ,  c a l l i n g  on t h e  l a i t y  to  t a k e  a c t io n  

a g a i n s t  unworthy c l e r g y  and th e re b y  o f f i c i a l l y  in v o l v in g  t h e  l a i t y  in 

t h e  most v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  chu rch .  The rec ru d e s c e n c e  o f  he resy  in  the  

12th  c e n t u r y ,  Lambert b e l i e v e s ,  l a y  l a r g e l y  in  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  aroused  

by t h e  Gregorian reform and i t s  f a i l u r e  to  f u l f i l  t h o s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s .

Several  l a y  movements emerged in  t h e  wake o f  t h e  Gregor ian  r e ­

form, and o f t e n  th e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  between o r thodoxy  and h e re s y  was 

fuzzy ,  t h e  Waldensians being a c l a s s i c  example.  Also s u sp e c ted  o f  

he resy  were t h e  Beguines ,  a spontaneous  movement o f  women, u s u a l l y  

grouped in  communal houses ,  who suppo r ted  them se lves  by manual work and 

who l e d  l i v e s  o f  c h a s t i t y  and p r a y e r ,  but  w i thou t  any f i x e d  r u l e  o f  o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n .  The outgrowth  o f  t h e  Waldensians and th e  Beguines i l l u s ­

t r a t e  t h e  need f o r  a deepe r  l i f e  o f  devo t ion  f e l t  by l a y  persons  who 

did  not  f i t  i n t o  th e  usual  modes o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  As Lambert 

n o te d ,  Waldensianism was above a l l  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  small  man, the 

peasan t s  and a r t i s a n s ,  which were t h e  groups o f  men l e a s t  l i k e l y  to be 

welcomed in to  formal r e l i g i o u s  l i f e . * ®

Women were a l s o  an " o u t s id e "  g roup ,  and Brenda Bolton produced 

in 1973 a s h o r t  but  e x c e l l e n t  overview o f  th e  p l i g h t  o f  p ious  women in 

t h e  e a r l y  13th c e n t u r y .  With t h e  c h u r c h ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  on ly  p o s s i ­

b le  r e l i g i o u s  r o l e  f o r  women was one o f  a t t achm en t  to  e x i s t i n g  male r e ­

l i g i o u s  o r d e r s ,  and s in c e  t h e  o rd e r s  had e x h i b i t e d  a s t r o n g  r e a c t i o n  

a g a i n s t  t h e  l a r g e  numbers o f  women who wished t o  j o i n  them, t h e r e  was 

no a l t e r n a t i v e  excep t  f o r  t h e  women to  develop  t h e i r  own modes o f  l a y  

p ie ty .*®

Even t h e  church  by t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  13 th  c e n t u ry  had come to  

r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  laymen could no t  be s i l e n c e d  o r  s u p p re s s e d ,  and so had
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t o  be d i r e c t e d .  Brenda Bolton and L e s t e r  K. L i t t l e  have both remarked 

on t h e  wisdom o f  Pope Innocent  I I I  in  s e t t i n g  up t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  o rde rs  

f o r  t h e  movement in  I t a l y  c a l l e d  th e  h u m i l i a t i :  t h e  f i r s t ,  p r i e s t l y ;  

t h e  second,  f o r  c o n t i n e n t  laymen l i v i n g  in  s e p a r a t e  conven ts  f o r  men 

and women; and a t h i r d  o r d e r  f o r  m a r r i e d  l a y  persons c o n t in u in g  t o  le ad  

t h e i r  s e c u l a r  f a m i l i a l  l i v e s .  An e x t r a o r d i n a r y  concess ion  by th e  Pope 

was h i s  approva l  f o r  l a y  preach ing  among t h e  h u m i l i a t i ,  so long as they  

did not  presume t o  preach  on d o c t r i n a l  m a t t e r s . W h e t h e r  i t  came 

through heresy  o r  or thodox reform and i n n o v a t i o n ,  t h e  l a i t y ' s  s p i r i t u ­

a l i t y  had been awakened and would not  be he ld  back.

S ec t ion  3: Recent R e s e a r c h - - I t a l y

B urs t ing  i n t o  l i f e  in  e a r l y  13th  c e n tu ry  I t a l y  were t h e  mendi­

c a n t  f r i a r s ,  t h e  F ranc iscans  and a few y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  Dominicans. 

Though th e y  were p a p a l ly  approved as  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s ,  t h e i r  s t o r y  

q u ic k ly  became in t e r tw in e d  with  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  l a y  r e l i g i o n  s in c e  th e  

m iss ion  o f  th e  f r i a r s  was t o  go ou t  i n t o  t h e  w or ld ,  exem pl i fy ing  t h a t  

withdrawal from t h e  world was no lo nge r  t h e  o n ly  acc ep ted  idea l  f o r  the  

r e l i g i o u s .

Cent ra l  to  th e  m i n i s t r y  and preach ing  o f  t h e  f r i a r s  was th e  en­

couragement o f  th e  in n e r  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  h e a r e r s .  L es te r  K. 

L i t t l e  has a p t l y  connected  t h e  development o f  mendicant  o rd e r s  to  the  

urban s o c i e t y  which was j u s t  coming i n t o  f u l l  blossom a t  t h a t  t ime in 

I t a l y .  L i t t l e  be l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  f r i a r s ,  in  c o n f ro n t i n g  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  

t h e  new monetary economy and urban s o c i e t y ,  gave l e g i t i m a c y  and d i r e c ­

t i o n  to  t h e  format ion o f  an urban l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y  w h i le  a t  t h e  same 

t ime t h e  monks and hermi ts  were a v o id ing  t h e  whole problem. The f r i a r s .
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t h e  gauperes  C h r i s t i . were p a r a d o x i c a l l y  t h e  pr imary makers o f  an 

"urban ideology"  by preach ing  and t e a c h in g  a moral e t h i c  f a v o r a b l e  to  

the  c o m p e t i t iv e  economy and by encouraging  new forms o f  w orsh ip ,  c h a r ­

i t a b l e  d o n a t io n s ,  and l a y  s p i r i t u a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s . ^ ®

Marvin Becker has a l s o  noted  some e a r l y  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  preach ing  

o f  t h e  f r i a r s .  In F lo rence ,  which was t h e  f i r s t  I t a l i a n  town in which 

th e  companions o f  F ranc is  preached and which became th e  f i r s t  c e n t e r  

f o r  l a y  monast ic ism w i th  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t h e r e  o f  t h e  Third Order o f  

F r a n c i s c a n s ,  t h e  e a r l y  p resence  o f  t h e  mendicant  f r i a r s  was a d e f i n i t e  

f a c t o r  in t h e  " d e m o cra t iz a t io n "  o f  F l o r e n t i n e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  which p ro ­

ceeded ,  Becker t e l l s  u s ,  fo r  t h e  next  c e n t u r y  and a h a l f  "with an i n ­

t e n s i t y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  match in  any p a r t  o f  Europe.

The "dem o cra t iz a t io n "  o f  p i e t y  was a l r e a d y  beg inning  to  be s t u d ­

ied by some e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  b u t  Becker i s s u e d  a c a l l  f o r  a 

look a t  l a y  r e l i g i o u s  emotion w i th i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  s e c u l a r  h i s t o r y ,  

thus  removing i t  from t h e  narrow realm o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  As 

he s t a t e d  in a paper f i r s t  p re sen te d  in 1970: "A problem f o r  any i n ­

t e r p r e t e r  o f  l a t e  medieval  o r  e a r l y  r e n a i s s a n c e  I t a l y  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  

imbalance in  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  w i th  i t s  pas s ion  f o r  economic and 

s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  . . . i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  t h e  p a s t  must employ a psy­

cho logy—no m a t t e r  how informal or  l o o s e l y  he ld--when  seek ing  fo r  an 

a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n t e x t  in  which to  p lace  d a t a .  Few s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  

problems can be p ro p e r ly  d e l i n e a t e d  w i th o u t  a f u l l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  th e  

r o l e  o f  human emotion."®® Attempting  to  f i n d  some o f  t h a t  psychology o f  

th e  p a s t .  P ro fe s s o r  Bëcker found in  t h e  qu icken ing  l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  

13 th  c e n t u r y  F lo rence  a c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e  prompting o f  new dimensions 

in  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g .  The c h r o n i c l e r s  and t h e  poets  provided  a
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r a t i o n a l e  f o r  l i v i n g  t h e  mixed l i f e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  w i th i n  t h e  world 

and t h e re b y  found a l e g i t i m a c y  in C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l s  f o r  th e  development 

o f  c i v i c  p r id e .

F u r th e r  expanding h i s  ideas  on th e  e f f e c t s  o f  l a y  p i e t y  in 

F lo ren ce ,  Becker found t h a t  i t  had a marked e f f e c t  on fami ly  l i f e  in 

t h a t  i t  provided suppor t  f o r  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  " th e  v a lues  o f  dom e s t ic ­

i t y , "  r a i s i n g  fam i ly  l i f e  " to  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a c u l t u r a l  i d e a l . "  Lay 

p i e t y  a l s o  had economic e f f e c t s ;  by 1427 " th e  a g g re g a te  income f o r  

s p i r i t u a l  purposes  . . . was around t h i r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  income 

o f  t h e  c i t i z e n r y . "  Becker b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a v i t a l  f a c t o r  in  t h e  deve lop ­

ment o f  l a y  p i e t y  was the  many r e l i g i o u s  c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s  which f l o u r ­

ished  in  F lo rence ;  by th e  Q u a t t ro c e n to  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  

F lo rence  were members o f  c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  and t h e  c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s  were 

p rov id ing  a model f o r  community. The r o b u s t l y  expanding F l o r e n t i n e  

c i t y - s t a t e  was needing new models ,  and in  t h e i r  s e a rc h  f o r  models o f  

p i e t y ,  Becker found a c l o s e  c o n n ec t io n  between F l o r e n t i n e  humanism and 

l a i c  s p i r i t u a l i t y .  Chal lenging  t h e  concep t  o f  v o lu n t a r y  p o v e r ty ,  th e  

humanists  j u s t i f i e d  w ea l th  in  terms o f  i t s  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  bene­

f i t s  and found s p i r i t u a l  b e n e f i t s  in  w ea l th  i f  i t  was given in  b e n e fa c ­

t i o n s  which s p r in g  from c a r i t a s . Thus,  Becker w r i t e s ,  "The burgher  

world o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  had ach ieved  p a r i t y  w i th  t h a t  o f  c u r i a  and 

c o u r t .

F inding many o f  h i s  q u e s t i o n s  about  Renaissance  F lo rence  s t i l l  

unanswered,  Becker,  as noted above ,  began s tu d y in g  th e  e a r l y  beg innings  

o f  l a y  p i e t y  in  n o r th e rn  I t a l y ,  drawing some s i g n i f i c a n t  co n c lu s io n s  

about  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  r e l i g i o n  and th e  exchange system.  He found 

t h a t  documents o f  t h e  8 th  and 9th  c e n t u r i e s  convey a sense  o f  a
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m a te r i a l  conce p t ion  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  with  the  idea o f  making a l i t e r a l  ex ­

change,  th rough  g i f t s ,  w ith  t h e  d e i t y .  As th e  l a i t y  came to  deve lop  an 

i n n e r ,  more a b s t r a c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with  God, thought  and p e rce p t io n  came 

to  r e l y  l e s s  on t h e  p a l p a b le  and more on t h e  a b s t r a c t .  This  new t r u s t  

in t h e  a b s t r a c t  was a l s o  m a n i fe s ted  in  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  t h e  p r o l i f ­

e r a t i o n  o f  e v a n g e l i c a l  and heterodox groups u n i t e d  men o f  d i f f e r e n t  

s o c ia l  o r i g i n s  and s t a t u s  and t h e i r  sense o f  m u t u a l i t y  engendered  a 

t r u s t  in  a b s t r a c t  t i e s .  According t o  Becker,  t h e n ,  t h e  con f idence  in 

a b s t r a c t  t i e s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  was a t  t h e  base o f  t h e  economic r e n a i s ­

sance  o f  n o r th e rn  I t a l y ,  making p o s s i b l e  th e  e x t e n s io n  o f  c r e d i t  and 

t h e  i n c re a s e d  use o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  The merchant  was now w i l l i n g  to  

t a k e  chanc es .  Becker sees  l a y  p i e t y  as  a fundamental  i n g r e d i e n t  o f  

Renaissance  c u l t u r e  and thus  r e l a t e s  medieval  r e l i g i o n  and economics in  

a manner h e r e t o f o r e  handled on ly  by h i s t o r i a n s  o f  P ro te s ta n t i sm .® ^

As we can observe  from th e  s c h o l a r l y  i n s p i r a t i o n  given by the  

c i t y  o f  F lo rence  to  P ro fe s s o r  Becker,  Florence  has been one o f  t h e  

r i c h e s t  mines f o r  t h e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  and Richard  C. T r e x l e r  a l so  

began s t u d i e s  in  t h e  e a r l y  1970 's  o f  F l o r e n t i n e  l a y  r e l i g i o n .  Sugges t ­

ing t h a t  a c l o s e r  look a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  behav ior  o f  t h e  genera l  popula ­

t i o n  was needed,  T re x le r  con tended t h a t  we have focused  too  much in  the  

p a s t  on r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  r a t h e r  than  b e h a v io r ,  and he i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

look ing  a t  th e  F l o r e n t i n e ' s  use o f  images. Another s tu d y  by T r e x l e r  

r e l a t e d  r e l i g i o n  to  t h e  fam i ly  s t r u c t u r e  in an in n o v a t iv e  way, see ing  

th e  many youth  c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s  which grew up in  e a r l y  15th  c e n tu ry  

Flo rence  as having developed as  a r e s u l t  o f  c r i s i s  in  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  

fam i ly  s t r u c t u r e .  G rad u a l ly ,  T r e x l e r  b e l i e v e s ,  t h e  you th  in  t h e  con­

f r a t e r n i t i e s  became a s o c i e t a l  r i t u a l  o b j e c t ,  one whose c o r r e c t  manipu­
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l a t i o n  could r e s u l t  in  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and even s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e
CO

n a tu ra l  and c i v i c  o r d e r .

T r e x l e r ' s  s tudy  o f  F lo rence  has cu lm ina ted  in  a r e c e n t  book in  

which T r e x l e r  aga in  emphasized r e l i g i o u s  behav io r  r a t h e r  than  b e l i e f ,  

con tend ing  t h a t  r i t u a l  was a t  t h e  co re  o f  F l o r e n c e ' s  i d e n t i t y .  A p r i n ­

c i p a l  t a s k  o f  h is  book,  T r e x l e r  s a y s ,  " i s  t o  e x p l a in  how r i t u a l  l i f e  

c r e a t e d  and r e s u s c i t a t e d  urban l i f e ,  o r d e r  and v a l u e s . "  T r e x l e r  has 

some v a l u a b le  and th o u g h t -p ro v o k in g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  

r i t u a l  to  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  sp h e re s  o f  F lo re n c e ,  bu t  i t  i s  d i f ­

f i c u l t  to  unde rs tand  how r i t u a l ,  which T r e x l e r  d e s c r i b e s  as  " r i g i d i f i -  

c a t i o n  and f o r m a l i z a t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o r , "  can c r e a t e  l i f e .  O v e r s t a t i n g  

h i s  c a s e  f o r  t h e  primacy o f  r e l i g i o u s  behav io r  and r i t u a l ,  T r e x l e r  ne ­

g a t e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  in  z e a lo u s  and devout b e l i e f  in  God f o r  a c t i n g  as  

a c a t a l y s t  f o r  deep and l a s t i n g  c u l t u r a l  change.®*

While commenting on some o f  T r e x l e r ' s  e a r l y  work (and not  en­

t i r e l y  a g re e in g  w i th  h im ),  Donald W eins te in  p r a i s e d  T r e x l e r  f o r  h is  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a p i c t u r e  o f  c i v i c  r e l i g i o n  as a c o l l e c t i v e ,  public  

t h i n g ,  n o t ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a " n e c e s s a ry  c o u n te rw e ig h t  to  t h e  s t i l l  dom­

in a n t  impulse o f  s c h o l a r s  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  upon th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  p r i v a t e  

and r e f l e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  r e l i g i o n . "  B e l iev in g  t h a t  " t h e r e  was a s p e ­

c i f i c a l l y ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  c i v i c  s e t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  m o d a l i t i e s  a r i s i n g  

o u t  o f  t h e  s p e c ia l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  I t a l i a n  communal l i f e "  which can be 

viewed as  a s p e c i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  medieval  urban e x p e r i e n c e  in  g e n e r a l , 

Weinste in  g ives  t h e  main a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  phenomenon as he 

sees  i t :  1)  l a i c i z a t i o n ,  t h e  rep lacement  o f  c l e r i c s  by laymen as edu­

c a t o r s  and t r a n s m i t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  va lues  and c u l t u r e  g e n e r a l l y ;

2) t h e  emergence o f  t h e  young; 3) s e c u l a r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  e f f o r t  t o



36

s a n c t i f y  t h e  s e c u l a r ;  and 4)  t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  h o l in e s s  t o  th e  c i t y  

i t s e l f .  Weins te in  q u a r r e l s ,  however, w i th  T r e x l e r ' s  focus on t h e  magi­

cal elements o f  urban r e l i g i o n ,  a rgu ing  t h a t  l a y  p i e t y  was much more 

complex.®®

As Becker su g g e s te d ,  a v i t a l  p a r t  in  F l o r e n t i n e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  

was played  by th e  hum an is ts ,  and he re  we g e t  i n t o  some o f  t h a t  complex­

i t y  t o  which Weinstein  a l l u d e s .  In t h e  foreword o f  h i s  m a s t e r fu l  s tudy  

o f  Renaissance ph i lo sophy ,  Charles  Tr inkaus  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  I t a l i a n  

humanists  provided  a l e a d e r s h i p  in  a genera l  sea rch  f o r  a new v i s i o n  

o f  man, "a v i s i o n  t h a t  would do j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  en la rged  sense  o f  human 

achievement o f  t h i s  v a s t l y  s e c u l a r i z e d  age and a t  t h e  same t ime b r ing  

t h i s  new s p i r i t u a l  e l an  i n t o  a c c e p ta b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  

va lues  o f  t h e  Church and o f  r e l i g i o n . "  The humanists th ough t  o f  them­

s e l v e s  "as e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l - f i t t e d  to  become th e  spokesmen o f  a new 

layman 's  view o f  r e l i g i o n .  . . . They regarded  th e  growing t h i s - w o r l d l y  

involvements and achievem ents  and t h e  human needs and r e l a t i o n s  o f  th e  

men o f  t h e i r  t ime with  s e r i o u s n e s s ,  and th us  th e y  saw them as o c c u r r in g  

w i th i n  th e  broader  purview o f  God's p rov idence ,  and as m a n i f e s t in g  His 

c r e a t i o n  o f  man in  His image and l i k e n e s s . "  The I t a l i a n  R ena is sance ,  

th e n ,  accord ing  t o  P r o f e s s o r  T r in k a u s ,  was not  a p a g a n - in s p i r e d  move­

ment,  but  was a p lea  " f o r  a renewal o f  a the o logy  o f  g race"  as being 

th e  on ly  fo rce  "capab le  o f  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  th e  n a t u r a l l y  e g o t i s t i c a l  mo­

t i v a t i o n s  o f  mankind towards h ig h e r  e t h i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  goals."®®

The c o n t r a s t  between T r e x l e r ' s  look a t  F l o r e n t i n e  r e l i g i o u s  be­

hav io r  as  i t  r e l a t e d  to  images and c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  and T r in k au s '  s tudy  

o f  humanist th i n k in g  i s  s t r i k i n g ;  th e  two h i s t o r i a n s  seem a lmos t  t o  be 

t a l k i n g  about  two d i f f e r e n t  w o r ld s ,  bu t  as  P ro fe s s o r  Trinkaus  cogen t ly
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commented: "I  would c e r t a i n l y  s t r e s s  t h e  impor tance  o f  documenting and

an a ly z in g  what P r o f e s s o r  T r e x l e r  c a l l s  ' r e l i g i o u s  b e h a v i o r , '  whether 

p o p u la r ,  e l i t i s t ,  l a y  o r  c l e r i c a l ,  i l l i t e r a t e  o r  e r u d i t e ,  and I would 

c e r t a i n l y  expec t  t h e r e  t o  be im p o r tan t  d iv e rg e n c e s .  But in  t h e  f i n a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  t h i n k e r s  and w r i t e r s  remain members o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  however 

much t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  and a r t i c u l a t e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  seems t o  p la ce  

them above o r  a s i d e  i t . " ® ^

S e c t io n  4 :

Recent Research— The Rest  o f  C o n t in en ta l  Europe

Leaving t h e  f e r t i l e  f i e l d  o f  F l o r e n t i n e  s t u d i e s  and proceeding  

t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Europe,  one f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  c o l d e r ,  n o r th e rn  

r e g io n s  have g en e ra te d  s c h o l a r l y  f r u i t ,  most  o f  i t  connec ted  with  t h e  

Reformation;  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  y i e l d  o f  works s tudy ing  e a r l i e r  pe r iods  

has been r a t h e r  s p a r s e .  T o u s s a e r t ' s  1963 s tu d y  o f  mar i t ime  F landers  

has a l r e a d y  been mentioned ,  and an even e a r l i e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  s tudy  was 

t h a t  o f  E rnes t  McDonnell on t h e  Beguines ,  w r i t t e n  in  1954. I n e v i t a b l y  

noted  in  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  n o r th e r n  s p i r i t u a l i t y  i s  the  dev o t io  

moderna, t h e  r e l i g i o u s  movement o f  t h e  Low Coun tr ie s  which grew o u t  o f  

t h e  t r o u b l e d  and s c h i s m a t i c  l a t e  14th c e n t u r y .  The most e x t e n s i v e  

s tudy  o f  t h e  d e v o t io  moderna by R. R. Pos t  in  1968 conc luded ,  however, 

t h a t  t h e  communit ies  o f  t h e  B re th ren  o f  t h e  Common L i f e  had even fewer 

laymen than  had been supposed .  T h e i r  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  i n n e r  d e v o t io n ,  

though,  d id  b r ing  a n e c e s s a ry  renewal t o  a wide a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  

th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  movement 's  m a s t e r p i e c e ,  t h e  I m i t a t i o n  o f  

C h r i s t .®*

I t  i s  t h e  Reformation which has prompted most s t u d i e s  o f  t h e
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l a i t y  o f  n o r th e rn  Europe,  w i th  s c h o l a r s  wondering why t h e  l a i t y  seemed 

to  be so ready f o r  t h e  movement l e d  by Mar t in  Lu the r .  Bernd M o e l l e r ,  

an e a r l y  l e a d e r  in  such s t u d i e s ,  f i r s t  pub l i shed  R e ic h s ta d t  und 

Reformation in  1962 in  which he c h a r t e d  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Reforma­

t i o n  in t h e  85 " f r e e  and im pe r ia l  c i t i e s , "  a s tudy  which subse quen t ly  

l e d  him to  examine t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  people j u s t  b e fo re  

t h e  Refo rmation .  M oelle r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  15th c e n t u r y  in  Ger­

many was one o f  t h e  most churchly-minded and devout p e r iods  o f  t h e  Mid­

d l e  Ages, and he remarked:  "To be s u r e ,  men d id  no t  p r i m a r i l y  seek th e

Church a s  such but  r a t h e r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  which i t  p o s se s s ed .  In t h e i r  

i n t e n s e  and l a r g e l y ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  s u b j e c t i v i s t i c  concern f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  

men grasped  t h e  forms o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  de ­

vout  e x e r c i s e s  which t h e  Church o f f e r e d  with  a new and independen t  zea l ,  

and to  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  th e y  gave th o s e  forms new c o n t e n t . "  A more r e ­

c e n t  s tudy  by M oel le r  on th e  town and th e  church concludes  t h a t  th e  

medieval church  had g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  in c r e a t i n g  forms o f  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  town. Reformation t e a c h in g  

was well r e c e iv e d  in  towns,  p a r t l y  because L u t h e r ' s  b e l i e f  in  t h e  

p r i e s th o o d  o f  a l l  b e l i e v e r s  o f f e r e d  "a new and a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i s i v e  a r ­

gument in  suppo r t  o f  t h e  o ld  e f f o r t s  to  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  urban community 

and t o  do away with  t h e  c l e r g y ' s  p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n ." ® *

To ga in  a p e r s p e c t i v e  on Reformation s t u d i e s ,  one shou ld  read  

t h e  e s s ay  on t r e n d s  in  Reformation r e s e a r c h  in  Steven Ozment 's The 

Reformation in t h e  C i t i e s . When Ozment d i s c u s s e s  l a y  r e l i g i o u s  a t t i ­

tude s  on t h e  eve o f  t h e  Reformation ,  he r e f e r s  f i r s t  to  M o e l l e r ' s  con­

c l u s i o n s  about  t h e  p resence  o f  p i e t y  in  pre-Reformation  Germany, a 

s tau n ce  which Ozment t r a c e s  back to  a 19th  c e n tu ry  "romantic"  p i c t u r e
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Of t h e  l a t e  Middle Ages. Ozment then  r e p o r t s  on t h e  20th  c e n t u r y  r e f u ­

t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  view,  l e d  by Joseph L o r t z ,  who found "abuse"  t o  be t h e  

o u t s t a n d in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  15th  c e n t u r y .  Lor tz th ough t  t h a t  the  

genera l  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  abuse was anchored  deep w i t h i n  t h e  medieval 

chu rch ,  t a k in g  t h e  form o f  a c e n t r i f u g a l ,  u n -C a th o l i c  " in d iv i d u a l i s m "  

and egoism among b ishops  and l a i t y  a l i k e .  In between Lor tz and th e  

romant ic  p o s i t i o n ,  says  Ozment, were t h e  views o f  T o u s s a e r t ,  who con­

c luded  t h a t  t h e r e  was an e x t e r n a l ,  co n fo rm is t  r e l i g i o n  but  with  a c e r ­

t a i n  angu ish  unde rnea th .  Ozment b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  ev idence  com­

p i l e d ,  even r e p o r t s  o f  f e t i s h i s m  and iconoc lasm,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  

was a su rge  o f  l a y  p i e t y  on t h e  eve o f  t h e  Reformation ,  a l though  i t  was 

a " f law ed ,  u n s a t i s f y i n g  p i e t y . "  Ozment no te s  t h a t  each s c h o l a r  who has 

s tu d ie d  th e  s u b j e c t  " f i n a l l y  see s  a m o n o l i t h i c ,  b u r e a u c r a t i c  church  

f a i l i n g  to  s a t i s f y  i n t e r i o r  needs ,  w i th  a r e s u l t i n g  l a y  r e a c t i o n  o f  i n ­

d i v i d u a l i s m . "  P o s s i b l y ,  Ozment w r i t e s ,  modern s c h o l a r s  may have m is ­

read  th e  problem; f o r  example,  A bbe 'Toussae r t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  bas ic  

e r r o r  o f  th e  l a t e  medieval church  was t h a t  o f  a p e r m i s s i v e ,  o v e r i n d u l -  

gen t  m other ,  but  Ozment conc ludes  t h a t  " th e  b a s ic  problem o f  l a t e  me­

d ieva l  r e l i g i o n  was no t  to o  much freedom but  too  l i t t l e ,  no t  to o  few 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  develop  th e  i n n e r  l i f e  but  t h e  absence  o f  an i n s t i t u ­

t i o n a l l y  v i a b l e  l a y  p i e t y . "  L u t h e r ' s  appea l  l a y  in  h i s  " b e t t e r  answer" 

to  what r e l i g i o n  should  be,  and in  h i s  accomodation to  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  

l a y  v a l u e s ,  r a t h e r  than  a t t e m p t in g  to  measure t h e  l a i t y  by t h e  c l e r i c a l  

va lues  o f  t h e  medieval  church.®®

Taking a n o th e r  view by look ing  a t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  i s  Lionel 

Rothkrug,  who sees  t h e  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  f o r  L u t h e r ' s  t e a c h in g s  as a c u l ­

t u r a l  development t r a c e a b l e  to  femin ine i n f l u e n c e  and t h e  urban c o n f r a -
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t e r n i t i e s .  Rothkrug w r i t e s :  "Thus t h e  Beguines and t h e  s p i r i t u a l

b ro th e rh o o d s ,  complementary communit ies  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t e ,  

merchan t-dominated s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Hanse ' r e p u b l i c , '  expressed  a lay  

p i e t y  t h a t  extended beyond t h e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n  to  bind urban and 

r u r a l  f o l k  in  common forms o f  d e v o t io n .  . . .  Lay r e l i g i o u s  endeavor 

was as  s p e c i f i c  to  t h e  s o c i a l  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  Germany 

above th e  B enra the r  l i n e  as  c l e r i c a l  monopoly o f  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s h i p  

was t o  so u th e rn  la nds  dominated by a l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  lower nobil i ty."®^ 

Rothkrug con tends  t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between n o r th  and south 

go back a long way, even to  t h e  Anglo-Saxon m is s io n ,  when Anglo-Saxon 

nuns became im por tan t  in n o r th e rn  Germany.

In Ozment 's  a ssessm ent  o f  d i r e c t i o n s  in Reformation r e s e a r c h ,  he 

no te s  t h a t  t h e  more r e c e n t  t r e n d  i s  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on th e  s o c i a l  h i s ­

t o r y  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c i t i e s  o r  r e g i o n s ,  and one o f  t h e  s c h o la r s  mentioned 

i s  N a t a l i e  Davis,  who has worked so t i r e l e s s l y  on t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  th e  

Reformation in  t h e  c i t y  o f  Lyon in  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  16th century.  

More p e r t i n e n t  f o r  u s ,  however,  a r e  her  o b s e r v a t i o n s  conce rn ing  the  

s tudy  o f  popu la r  r e l i g i o n .  Davis has c au t io n ed  t h a t  we should not  

e v a l u a t e  l a i c  s p i r i t u a l i t y  p r i m a r i l y  in terms o f  i t s  d e v i a t i o n  from one 

h i s t o r i c a l  norm o r  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l ,  bu t  t h a t  i t  i s  to  be s tu d i e d  on i t s  

own te rm s .  I t  must be r e a l i z e d ,  Davis warns ,  t h a t  th e  l a i t y  a r e  not  

j u s t  p a s s iv e  r e c e p t a c l e s ,  but  t h a t  th e y  were "sometimes a c t i v e ,  indeed 

i n n o v a t i v e ,  in  s ac red  m a t t e r s ,  whether  i t  was in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  new 

s h r i n e s ,  e l a b o r a t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  drama,  s t r i k i n g  out  in  r e l i g i o u s  v io ­

l e n c e ,  o r d e r in g  and i l l u s t r a t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  m a te r i a l  in new ways in  

p r i n t e d  books,  s e t t i n g  up new arrangements  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  g i v i n g ,  o r  

t h i n k in g  up ' h e r e t i c a l '  i d e a s . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  h i s t o r i a n s  must be
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c a r e f u l ,  says Davis,  no t  to  put  t h e i r  own v a lu e  judgments on c e r t a i n  

p r a c t i c e s ,  f o r  example,  s o r t i n g  t h e  fu n c t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o n  and magic 

i n t o  th o s e  which a r e  " r a t i o n a l "  and th o s e  which a r e  not.®*

Another s c h o la r  s tudy ing  16th  c e n t u r y  France i s  A, N. Gal p e rn ,  

who c o n c e n t r a t e s  on Campagne. Galpern b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  16th c e n tu ry  

i s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  good t ime to  s tudy  th e  l a i t y  in  France because o f  t h e  

la ck  o f  c l e r i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  t h e  t im e ;  he f i n d s  an " Ind ian  summer" o f  

l a y  p i e t y  a t  t h e  beginning  o f  th e  c e n t u r y  ev idenced  by e s p e c i a l l y  

s t r o n g  c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s  but s ees  a l e s s e n i n g  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  by t h e  e a r l y  

1530's .®*

Provid ing  a v a l u a b le  c o u n t e r p o i n t  to  G a lp e rn ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  

bloody r e l i g i o u s  massacre s  in  France i s  a f a s c i n a t i n g  s tudy  o f  c e n t r a l  

Spain in 1575-1580, in  a r e c e n t  book by a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  Will iam A. 

C h r i s t i a n ,  who used some remarkable  documents f o r  h i s  s tu d y .

C h r i s t i a n ' s  book i s  based on t h e  re sponses  t o  a p r i n t e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

s en t  to  t h e  towns and v i l l a g e s  o f  New C a s t i l e  by P h i l i p  I I ' s  c h r o n i ­

c l e r s ;  530 communit ies  r e p l i e d  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  and C h r i s t i a n  used 

t h e  re sponses  to two o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  about  t h e  n o t a b l e  r e l i c s  po s se s ­

sed by t h e  churches  and towns,  t h e  well-known ch ap e ls  and o r a t o r i e s  in 

i t s  t e r r i t o r y  and th e  m i r a c le s  t h a t  have taken  p la ce  t h e r e ,  and the  

holy days and f a s t  days s t i l l  c e l e b r a t e d .  C h r i s t i a n  found c e n t r a l  

Spain t o  have a r e l i g i o n  in  which th e  lo c a l  s a i n t s  and r e l i c s  were o f  

primary s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  w ith  a "second l a y e r "  o f  Marian d e v o t io n ,  and 

added to  t h a t ,  images o f  s p e c i a l i s t  s a i n t s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  needs .  J u s t  

ga in in g  p o p u l a r i t y  was a f o u r t h  e lement :  m i racu lous  images o f  C h r i s t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  c r u c i f i x e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  Spain was l a t e  in  developing  

some o f  t h e  devo t iona l  p r a c t i c e s  so common in  t h e  r e s t  o f  Europe.  J u s t
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t h e i r  being "beh ind ,"  however,  g ive s  us a f a s c i n a t i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  

t h i n k i n g  o f  t h o s e  who s t i l l  gave c redence  t o  r e l i c s  and images and i s  

t h e r e f o r e  h e lp fu l  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  l a t e  medieval  r e l i g i o n .  That  p a r t  

o f  Spain was s tudded  w i th  m o n a s t e r i e s ,  w i th  heavy F ranc iscan  i n f l u e n c e ,  

so i t  was no backwater  o f  neopagan r e l i g i o s i t y  but  a genuine  exp re s s ion  

o f  C a th o l i c  l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y . ® ®

Although C h r i s t i a n ' s  book i s  a s tu d y  o f  r u r a l  r e l i g i o s i t y ,  he i s  

quick to  p o in t  ou t  t h a t  t h e  same kind o f  r e l i g i o n  was sha red  by most o f  

t h e  peop le  o f  Madrid and Toledo,  and C h r i s t i a n  t h e r e f o r e  q u e s t io n s  t h e  

idea  o f  "popu la r  r e l i g i o n "  as d i s t i n c t  from some o t h e r  k ind .  Probably 

C h r i s t i a n ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  such d i s t i n c t i o n s  should  no t  be made i s  v a l i d  

fo r  a s tudy  o f  Spa in ,  whose c i t i e s  were a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r s  f o r  ag ­

r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s ,  bu t  would n o t  be v a l i d  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  and r eg ions  

where c i t i e s  and towns were engaged in  i n d u s t r y  and commerce so t h a t  

th e  accompanying a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  and o f  money, was c o n s t a n t l y  

r e a r r a n g i n g  s o c i a l  l e v e l s .  I t  seems t h a t  a growing commercial c l im a t e  

o f t e n  grew a l o n g s i d e  a more i n t e n s e  awareness  o f  th e  need f o r  a c l o s e r  

f e l l o w s h i p  with  God. The r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  people 

might invo lve  c o n fo rm i ty ,  even exu b e ra n t  c o n fo rm i ty ,  t o  l i t u r g i c a l  a c t s  

o r  good works,  o r  i t  might  d e g e n e ra te  i n t o  m e c h a n i s t i c  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  

but th e  l a y  p i e t y  o f  t h i s  s tudy  in v o lv e s  a deeper  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with  the  

s u p e r n a t u r a l .  Lay p i e t y  o b v io u s ly  developed  a t  d i f f e r e n t  speeds in 

d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  e . g .  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  emerged much l a t e r  in  England 

than  i t  d id  in  n o r th e r n  I taly.®®
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S ec t ion  5:  Pos t  World War I I  Research--England

Crossing th e  channel  t o  look a t  England,  we f in d  t h a t ,  as  on t h e  

C o n t in e n t ,  s c h o la r s  were a t t r a c t e d  e a r l y  to  t h e  s tu d y  o f  nonconformity.  

With t h e  l a t e  development o f  l a y  p i e t y  in  England,  he resy  was a l s o  slow 

in  d ev e lo p in g ,  but  when i t  came w i th  Wycl if  in  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  

14th c e n t u r y ,  i t  was t o  endure th rough W y c l i f ' s  f o l l o w e r s ,  t h e  L o l l a rd s .  

C e r t a i n l y  Loi l a r d y  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  movement among t h e  l a i t y ,  f i r s t  

among a few in t h e  upper l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  then  c o n t in u in g  among a 

lower straîtum u n t i l  t h e  Reformation .  L o l l a rd s  r e c e iv e d  a t t e n t i o n  in 

t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c e n t u ry  when James Gai rdner  pub l i shed  a f o u r -  

volume work on Loi l a r d y  and Margaret  Deanesly wrote an e x c e l l e n t  s tudy  

o f  th e  L o l la rd  B ib l e .  Two genera l  works appeared  a f t e r  World War I I ;

K. B. McFarlane s tu d i e d  Wyclif  and e a r l y  L o l l a r d y ,  and J .  A. F. Thomson 

took up t h e  s t o r y  where McFarlane l e f t  o f f .  One o f  t h e  most p e r c e p t i v e  

looks a t  L o l la rdy  has been a s p e c i a l i z e d  s tudy  o f  Yorksh ire L o l la rd s  

by A. G. Dickens ,  which d i s p e l s  t h e  o ld  Gairdner  no t ion  t h a t  L o l la rdy  

was too  f e e b l e  by th e  16th  c e n t u ry  to  f u r t h e r  t h e  cause  o f  P r o t e s t a n t ­

ism.®^ In t h e  1970 's  s eve ra l  a r t i c l e s  on L o l l a rd s  have appea red ,  with  

t h e  most p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r s  being Margaret  Aston and Anne Hudson,®* but  

more s t u d i e s  a r e  needed o f  L o l la rd y  in  p a r t i c u l a r  reg ions  o f  England.

Nonconformity has had a t  l e a s t  one v i r t u e  in  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s :  

i t  has prompted s c h o la r s  t o  look a t  t h e  or thodox s e t t i n g  ou t  o f  which 

t h e  he te rodoxy  grew, and such was the  c a s e  with  t h e  two pre-World War 

I I  s t u d i e s  o f  th e  Engl ish  l a i t y  mentioned e a r l i e r .  J u s t  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  

Manning's  and Sm i th ' s  books—The P e o p le ' s  F a i th  in  th e  Time o f  Wvcl if  

and Pre -Reformation England—ou ic k lv  r ev ea l  t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e i r  

s t u d i e s  o f  th e  "norm."
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On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  some s t u d i e s  have been prompted by s p e c i a l ­

ized  s o c i a l  c o n c e rn s ;  Wilbur K. Jordan  p u b l i sh e d  in  1959 a p io n e e r in g  

s tudy  o f  c h a r i t y ,  P h i l a n th ro p y  in  England.  1480-1660.®* Jordan c h a r t e d  

(from w i l l s )  every  g i f t  and beques t  made t o  c h a r i t i e s  in  10 c o u n t i e s  

dur ing  h i s  t ime p e r i o d ,  t e n d e n t i o u s l y  emphasizing t h e  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  

which grew ou t  o f  t h e  Reformation .  Jordan was p r i m a r i l y  concerned with  

changes coming from th e  R eformat ion ,  so h i s  work i s  a r a t h e r  backdoor ,  

n e g a t iv e  look a t  medieval l a y  p i e t y ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  has proved t o  be 

u s e f u l ,  no t  l e a s t  in  i t s  f o s t e r i n g  o f  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  on t h e  s u b j e c t .

In J .  A. F. Thomson's " P i e ty  and C h a r i ty  in  Late Medieval 

London," Thomson k ind ly  bu t  f i rm ly  d i s a g re e d  w i th  J o rdan ,  y e t  used much 

o f  J o r d a n ' s  method in  r e p o r t i n g  on p re -Refo rm at ion  w i l l s .  Thomson made 

t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  f l u c t a t i o n s  in  b e n e f a c t io n s  which a r e  e v i d e n t  in  th e  

l a t e  medieval per iod  could no t  have been prompted by changes in  r e l i ­

g ious  a t t i t u d e s ,  which then  l e a v e s  s u sp e c t  J o r d a n ' s  c o n c lu s io n s  t h a t  

changes in  b e n e f a c t io n s  a f t e r  t h e  Reformation had t o  have been prompted 

by changed r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s ,  r a t h e r  than  by changes in  s o c ia l  

needs .

In 1972 Joel T. Rosenthal  p u b l i sh e d  a s tu d y  o f  t h e  Engl ish  a r i s ­

t o c r a c y  and t h e i r  g i f t  g iv in g  as r e v e a le d  in t h e i r  w i l l s .  R o s e n th a l ' s  

work i s  a he lp fu l  summation o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  g i v i n g ,  but  he o b l i q u e l y  

f a i l e d  t o  view th e  r e l i g i o u s  and c h a r i t a b l e  g iv in g  on th e  same te rms as 

d id  t h e  medieval  donor.  Rosenthal  t h e r e f o r e  f a u l t e d  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  

f o r  m iss ing  t h e i r  chance t o  use t h e i r  c h a r i t y  f o r  m a n ip u la t iv e  p u r ­

poses r a t h e r  than  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  end o f  advanc ing o n e ' s  own s p i r ­

i t u a l  w e l f a r e .  Cha l leng ing  R o s e n t h a l ' s  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  main fu n c ­

t i o n  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c h a r i t a b l e  g iv i n g  should  have been t o  app ly  s o c ia l
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c o n t r o l  was a 1975 s tu d y  by M. G. A. V ale ,  " P i e t y ,  C h a r i ty  and L i t e r a c y  

among t h e  Yorkshi re  G entry ,  1370-1480."  Vale ,  assuming t h a t  t h e  York­

s h i r e  g e n t ry  would have had th e  same v a lues  as t h e  Engl ish  n o b i l i t y ,  

found th e  Yorkshi re  g e n t ry  to  be c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  p ious  and engaging in  

c h a r i t a b l e  g iv in g  p u r e ly  and simply to  ach i e v e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  sou ls ,  

and c e r t a i n l y  not  f o r  " so c ia l  c o n t r o l .

R e f l e c t i n g  ou r  own d e c a d e ' s  concern  with  feminism has been some 

new work on pious  laywomen, such as Roland S a i n t o n ' s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  fou r  

daugh te rs  o f  Anthony Cooke and t h e i r  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  in  P r o t e s t a n t  

c i r c l e s .  Other  p a r t i c u l a r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  Engl ish  l a y  devo t ion  have

been s t u d i e d ,  such as c h a n t ry  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  r e l i g i o u s  drama,  p a r i s h
72

g u i l d s ,  and p i l g r i m a g e s .  A look  a t  t h o s e  s p e c i a l i z e d  s t u d i e s  shows 

them t o  be ma in ly  concerned with  the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  chan­

t r i e s  and g u i l d s ,  o r  w ith  t h e  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  drama, 

w ith  l i t t l e  o r  no a t t e n t i o n  given to  t h e s e  as  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  l a y  medi­

eval  d e v o t io n .  Only in  t h e  r e c e n t  book by Finucane on p i lg r im a g e s ,  

d i s c u s s e d  above ,  was a genuine a t t e m p t  made t o  r e l a t e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

o r  behav io r  to  th e  a c t u a l  t h i n k in g  o r  needs o f  t h e  peop le .

F in u ca n e ' s  work r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a 1971 book which has 

s e t  t h e  tone  f o r  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  Eng l i sh  l a i t y  in  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s ,  d i r e c t i n g  

s tu d y  toward "popu la r"  r e l i g i o n  which verges  on magic o r  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  

Keith Thomas' R e l ig io n  and th e  D ecline  o f  Magic/ *  c h a r t i n g  t h e  chang­

ing  boundaries  between magic and r e l i g i o n  in  th e  16th  and 17th cen­

t u r i e s ,  p i l e s  up example a f t e r  example o f  p o p u la r  r e l i g i o u s  and magical 

p r a c t i c e s .  B e l iev in g  t h a t  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  took  t h e  magic o u t  o f  r e l i g i o n  

by e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e a t r i c a l i t y  from church  r i t u a l  and d e c o ra t io n  and by 

t a k in g  th e  holy  q u a l i t i e s  away from m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  and p l a c e s ,  Thomas



46

says t h a t  by the  end o f  t h e  17th c e n t u r y  r e l i g i o n  had tr iumphed over 

magic ,  though i t  was c e r t a i n l y  a d i f f e r e n t  kind o f  r e l i g i o n  by t h a t  

t im e .  The magic o f  w i t c h c r a f t ,  cunning men, and a s t r o l o g y  had grown 

and f l o u r i s h e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  well in  th o s e  decades when th e  "magic" was 

f i r s t  taken  ou t  o f  r e l i g i o n  by P r o t e s t a n t i s m  so t h a t  an a l t e r n a t e  means 

was needed o f  a v o id in g  m is f o r t u n e  o r  o f  e x p l a in in g  c a l a m i ty  when i t  d id  

come. The n a t u r a l  magic which emerged, Thomas b e l i e v e s ,  was l a r g e l y  a 

c o r r u p t  d e r i v a t i v e  o f  medieval C a tho l ic  formulae and r i t u a l ,  and o f  t h e  

l a r g e  undergrowth o f  s e m i - C h r i s t i a n  charms a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  among th e  

peop le .  G radua l ly  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  brought a new concep t ion  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  

w ith  emphasis upon t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  God and h i s  purpos ive  co n t ro l  

over  e a r t h l y  even ts  so t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i r e c t  l i n k a g e  between man's  

moral behav io r  and h i s  f o r t u n e  in  t h i s  wor ld .  Fur thermore ,  Thomas con­

t e n d s ,  t h i s  conce p t ion  o f  an o r d e r l y  and r a t i o n a l  u n iv e r s e  in which 

e f f e c t  fo l lows  cause  in  a p r e d i c t a b l e  manner was n e c e ss a ry  f o r  t h e  sub­

sequen t  development o f  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e .

Although Thomas' work i s  very  he lp fu l  in  d e s c r ib i n g  and e x p l a i n ­

ing th e  a t t e n t i o n  given  to  magic and w i t c h c r a f t  in t h e  e a r l y  modern 

p e r i o d ,  i t  m a n i f e s t s  to o  l i t t l e  u n d e r s tan d in g  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  medieval 

r e l i g i o n ,  s ee in g  i t  on ly  as e x t e r n a l  and r i t u a l i s t i c ,  even s u p e r s t i ­

t i o u s .  Thomas t h e r e f o r e  comes up s h o r t  in  h i s  conc lus ion  in  which he 

admits  h is  dilemma: "But t h e  u l t i m a t e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h i s  f a i t h  in  unaided

human c a p a c i t y  remain m y s t e r io u s .  We do no t  know how th e  L o l l a rd s  were 

a b l e  t o  f in d  th e  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  n e c e s s a ry  to  make th e  break with  t h e  

Church magic o f  t h e  p a s t .  The most p l a u s i b l e  e x p lan a t io n  seems to  be 

t h a t  t h e i r  s p i r i t  o f  s t u r d y  s e l f - h e l p  r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  occupa­

t i o n s . "  Thomas would have done well  t o  t a k e  i n t o  account  th e  deeper
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i n t e r n a l ,  y e t  I n t e l l i g e n t ,  r e l i g i o n  which was so im por tan t  to  many in 

t h e  l a t e  medieval  p e r i o d ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Thomas' work has been o f  im­

mense v a lu e  and has proved t o  be a wate rshed  in  r e l i g i o u s  s t u d i e s .

Thomas' work ( l i k e  t h a t  o f  h i s  m entor ,  C h r i s to p h e r  H i l l )  i s  

bssed on t h e  premise t h a t  t h e  p re -Reform at ion  r u r a l  p a r i s h  was a u n i ­

f i e d  community broken up by t h e  Reformation and by economic i n d i v i d u ­

a l i s m ,  a p o s i t i o n  which John Bossy b r i l l i a n t l y  cha l lenged  in a 1973 

a r t i c l e  in  S tu d ie s  in  Church H i s t o r v .^® Looking a t  two o f  t h e  C h r i s ­

t i a n  r i t e s  o f  p as sage ,  m arr iage  and bap t i sm .  Bossy f in d s  t h a t  k in  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s  were pr imary in  medieval  s o c i e t y  and t h a t  such r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

amounted to  c o n s t i t u e n t  c e l l s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  community a s  a whole.  

Along w i th  blood r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  k in  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a l s o  inc luded  

s p i r i t u a l  k in ,  such as godparen ts  o r  r e l i g i o u s  f r a t e r n i t y  b r o t h e r s .

The p a r i s h ,  t h e n ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  Bossy,  was a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h o s t i l e  u n i t s  

among whom t h e  p r i e s t  was t o  keep th e  peace.

Responding a l s o  to  Thomas was Imogen Luxton who, n o t  convinced  

o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  u s ing  a n th ro p o l o g ic a l  o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  ev idence  as 

Thomas had done,  went back to  what she c a l l e d  " l i t e r a r y  ev idence"  in 

s tudy ing  popu la r  c u l t u r e  and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  the  Reformation .  As 

i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  Luxton was very  i n f lu e n c e d  by Thomas, r e t a i n i n g  h i s  m is ­

taken  condescens ion  toward th e  "magic" o f  t h e  medieval chu rch .

Luxton 's  " l i t e r a r y  ev idence"  was p r i m a r i l y  w i l l s ,  from which she g leans  

in fo rm at ion  on book ownership t o  conc lude  t h a t  the  Reformation brought 

an i n c r e a s e  in  book ow nersh ip ,  showing t h a t  t h e  emphasis o f  t h e  west  

mid lands  c u l t u r e  "had s h i f t e d  from t h e  r i t u a l i s e d ,  v i s u a l  e f f e c t s  o f  

t h e  pre -Reformation  per iod  t o  t h e  p r i n t e d  word."^®

In c o n t r a s t  i s  t h e  work o f  F. R. H. DuBoulay who, in  h is  book on
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l a t e  medieval England (which appeared  j u s t  b e fo re  Thom as ') ,  used i n f o r ­

mation from w i l l s  t o  draw a s u c c i n c t  but  s e n s i t i v e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  

"mixture  o f  f e a r ,  f a i t h ,  good works and i n t e r c e s s i o n "  which was l a t e  

medieval r e l i g i o n .  Behind a l l  " th e  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  m e d io c r i t y  and abuse"  

which e l i c i t e d  c r i t i c i s m  from r e f o r m e r s ,  DuBoulay found a ' "g row th  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  i n t e n t i o n '  o r ,  to  put  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h e  growth o f  con­

s c ie n c e  . . .  a genuine  e l e v a t i o n  o f  human s t a n d a r d s

Although many o f  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  E ng l ish  l a y  p i e t y  which 

have been s tu d ie d  were o f t e n  p ro d u c ts  o f  th e  towns,  l a y  r e l i g i o n  as  i t  

r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  Eng l ish  urban s e t t i n g  has r e c e iv e d  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s c a n t  

a t t e n t i o n ,  p robab ly  r e f l e c t i n g  both t h e  p a s t  d e a r t h  o f  i n t e r e s t  in 

Engl ish  urban h i s t o r y  as well as  a condescens ion  toward r e l i g i o n .  A 

p io n e e r in g  a r t i c l e  was w r i t t e n  by Char les  Phythian-Adams who s tu d i e d  

t h e  ceremony o f  t h e  communal y e a r  a t  Coven t ry .  Phythian-Adams found 

t h e  w i n t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  ceremonies to  be " r i t u a l i s t i c , "  and t h e  summer 

h a l f ,  " s e c u l a r , "  w i th  t h e  major  p u b l i c  ceremonies  in  t h e  " r i t u a l i s t i c "  

moie ty .  Such ceremonies p r e s e rv e d  and enhanced t h e  wholeness o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  o r d e r  and he lped  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  a u t h o r i t y . ^ *

A few o t h e r  c i t i e s  have been s t u d i e d .  Norwich has re c e iv e d  

c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  from Norman P. Tanne r ,  who f o r  h i s  Ph.D. Oxford t h e s i s  

read  Norwich w i l l s  d a t i n g  from 1370 t o  1532. Tanner was p a r t i a l l y  f o l ­

lowing in t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  Jordan and Thomson in  us ing  w i l l s  to  s tudy  

c h a r i t y ,  bu t  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Keith Thomas, T a n n e r ' s  work i s  

broader  in  t h a t  he wants to  l e a r n  as  much a s  p o s s i b l e  abou t  popula r  r e ­

l i g i o n  in  Norwich. Tanner i s  q u i t e  i n n o v a t i v e  and remarkab ly  s u c c e s s ­

fu l  in "milk ing"  ev idence  from t h e  w i l l s ;  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  l a y  p i e t y ,  

however, i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  throw more l i g h t  on t h e  l a t e  medieval
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i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ch u rc h ,  and he does l i t t l e  to  r e l a t e  i t  to  t h e  economy, 

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  o r  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  community. Colin P l a t t  inc luded  

an i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a p t e r  on "The Church in  t h e  Boroughs" in  h i s  1976 

book.  The Eng l i sh  Medieval Town, us ing  much o f  h i s  own r e s e a r c h  on 

Southampton; h is  s e c t i o n  on r e l i g i o u s  f r a t e r n i t i e s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

h e l p f u l .  C l i f f o r d  Davidson has s tu d i e d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y  

o f  York by look ing  a t  i t s  l a t e  medieval a r t  and drama,  and he f i n d s  

t h a t  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  church windows r e f l e c t e d  a very  personal  and 

emotional  r e l i g i o n ,  w i th  emphasis  on t h e  P ass ion .  Davidson co r ro b o ­

r a t e s  o u r  im press ion  o f  l a t e  medieval  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  but  does l i t t l e  to  

r e l a t e  i t  to  t h e  urban s e t t i n g .  A he lp fu l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n  in 

York i s  given in D. M. P a l l i s e r ' s  r e c e n t  book on Tudor York, in  h i s  

c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  "R e l ig ion  and t h e  Reform at ion ."  P a l l i s e r  f i n d s  t h a t ,  

though York was a c a t h e d r a l  c i t y ,  i t s  p a r i s h  churches  were o f  g r e a t e r

impor tance  in  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  w i th  t h e  f r i a r i e s  a l s o  being 
79h ig h ly  es teemed.

E ng land 's  l a t e  medieval  urban l a y  p i e t y  has to o  long  been o v e r ­

looked as  a m a t t e r  f o r  s tu d y .  Except f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  s t u d i e s  on 

L o l l a r d y ,  c h a r i t y ,  and c h a n t r i e s ,  most o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  o f  l a y  

r e l i g i o n  have d e a l t  on ly  with  t h e  popu la r  r e l i g i o n ,  and t h a t  most o f t e n  

from t h e  van tage  p o i n t  o f  th e  Reformation ,  look ing  back on t h e  supposed 

s u p e r s t i t i o n s  o f  t h e  uneduca ted .  The a r t i c u l a t e  l a i t y  i s  y e t  t o  be ex­

amined in  d e p t h ,  bu t  th e  r e c e n t  i n t e r e s t  in  Engl ish  urban h i s t o r y  prom­

i s e s  to  add t o  ou r  knowledge o f  t h e  l i t e r a t e ,  devout  l a y  townsperson 

who, in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  church ,  developed means f o r  meeting  p r e s ­

s u r e s  in  an u n c e r t a i n  wor ld .  A l a t e n t  f o r c e  had been tapped  in  t h e  

emergence o f  l a y  p i e t y ,  and i t  was not  an i s o l a t e d  phenomenon but  one
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which in fu s e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  around i t  w i th  v ig o r  and purpose .  Even th e  

idea l  o f  such comple te  d e vo t ion  would have c h a l len g e d  and m o t iv a t e d .  

Though p a r t l y  a s tudy  o f  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  s tu d y  o f  l a y  p i e t y  i s  more fun ­

dam en ta l ly  an a t t e m p t  t o  s tudy  t h e  psychology,  o r  t h e  m i n d - s e t ,  o f  men 

and women. Not u n t i l  we know th e  i d e a l s  o f  a s o c i e t y  can we unders tand  

i t s  b e h a v i o r ,  whether  i n  t h e  a rena  o f  p o l i t i c s  o r  f i n a n c e .  Lay p i e t y ,  

t h e n ,  so much a p a r t  o f  i t s  env i ronm en t ,  shou ld  no t  be s t u d i e d  in  i s o ­

l a t i o n .  We have no ted t h e  s t a g e s  in which t h e  s tudy  o f  l a y  p i e t y  

ev o lv e d ,  from i t s  being i g n o r e d ,  t o  a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  i t  was a r e ­

s p e c t a b l e  and v i t a l  p a r t  o f  w es te rn  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y ,  and f i n a l l y  

to  r e c e n t  a t t e m p t s  to  a s c e r t a i n  i t s  r o l e  in  s e c u l a r  h i s t o r y .  Thus f a r ,  

o n ly  t h e  hem o f  t h e  garment has been to u c h e d ,  and th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

people  o f  England w i l l  on ly  be enhanced by f u r t h e r  s tudy  o f  t h a t  r e l i ­

g ious  devo t ion  which was a m o t iv a t in g  fo r c e  f o r  so many o r d i n a r y  towns­

men. H i s t o r i a n s  o f  I t a l i a n  c i t i e s  have given us a much c l e a r e r  know­

le dge  o f  th o s e  c i t i e s  th rough  t h e i r  d e lv in g s  i n t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  

and p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  and t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  England w i l l  do well
on

t o  fo l lo w  t h e i r  example.

S ince  t h e  s tudy  o f  l a y  p i e t y  began to  blossom on ly  in  t h e  
81

1 9 7 0 ' s ,  many q u e s t i o n s  remain to  be answered.  A more c a r e f u l  d e f i n -
82ing o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  needed ,  so t h a t  i t s  un iqueness  beyond th e  usual  

e x t e r n a l  l a y  r e l i g i o n  can be a p p r e c i a t e d .  Needing to  be examined a r e  

i t s  s p e c i a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  and i t s  e f f e c t  on t h e  ch u rch ,  on t h e  fam i ly  

and o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and on s o c i e t y .  Some o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  con­

s i d e r a t i o n :  d id  l a y  p i e t y  tend  toward community e x p re s s io n  o r  toward 

in d i v id u a l i s m ?  Did i t  have economic o r  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s ?  What 

v a ry in g  e f f e c t s  did i t  have on d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  l e v e l s ?  Did i t
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encourage t h e  b reak ing  down o f  s o c i a l  g ro u p in g s ,  and d id  i t  promote 

s o c i a l  d i s c o n t i n u i t y ?  What were t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  pious  layman and 

laywoman? Did l a y  p i e t y  produce a d i s t i n c t i v e  e t h o s ,  and i f  s o ,  how 

did  i t  a f f e c t  views o f  h i s t o r y  and o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  world?**

My s tudy  o f  l a y  p i e t y  w i l l  a t t em p t  t o  answer some o f  t h e  above 

q u e s t i o n s  as  th e y  were worked ou t  in  t h e  Essex town o f  C o lc h e s te r .  To 

l i v e  t h e  devout  l i f e  though in  t h e  w or ld ,  even w hi le  in  t h e  bus iness  

o f  money-making,  was a c a l l i n g  o f  i t s  own which came t o  be expressed  

in a c i v i c  p i e t y  which p rese rved  and s t r e n g t h e n e d  th e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  

t h e  town. P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  a seed o f  change was a l s o  i n h e r e n t  in  l a y  

devot ion  which would encourage and embrace many o f  t h e  changes o f  the  

Reformation and thus  pave t h e  way f o r  deep and l a s t i n g  c u l t u r a l  t r a n s ­

fo r m a t io n s ,  p a r t l y  m a n i fe s ted  by t h e  two i d e a l s  o f  t h e  E l izabe than  

p e r i o d ,  i . e .  t h e  Renaissance gentleman and t h e  Godly s a i n t  i d e n t i f i e d  

w i th  P u r i t a n i s m .  To s tu d y  medieval l a y  p i e t y  i s  to  s tudy  one o f  those  

i n v i s i b l e  but  r e a l  f o r c e s ,  an i d e a ,  which conf irms and m o t iv a t e s  l i f e ;  

i t  i s  a s tudy  o f  men and women, and t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s .
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2
Lionel Rothkrug,  "Popu la r  R e l ig ion  and Holy S h r i n e s , "  in  

R e l ig io n  and t h e  People ,  800-1700. ed .  James Obelkevich (Chapel H i l l :  
Univ. o f  North C aro l ina  P r e s s ,  1979),  p .  77.

3
The b e s t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  change o f  m e n t a l i t y  on t h e  c o n t i ­

n e n t ,  which o c c u r r e d  from th e  11th th rough  th e  13th c e n t u r i e s ,  i s  in  
Marvin B. Becker ,  Medieval I t a l y :  C o n s t r a i n t s  and C r e a t i v i t y  (Bloom­
in g t o n ,  I n d ia n a :  Indiana  Univ.  P r e s s ,  1981).

The term " l a y  p i e t y "  has come in t o  vogue among h i s t o r i a n s  o f  r e ­
c e n t  y e a r s ,  w i th  Paul 0.  K r i s t e l l e r  being one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  use th e  
t e rm ,  in  "Lay R e l ig io u s  T r a d i t i o n s  and F l o r e n t i n e  P la to n i s m ,"  in  S tud-  
i e s  in  Rena issance  Thought and L e t t e r s  (Rome: E d iz ion i  di  S t o r i a  E.
L e t t e r a t u r a ,  1956) ,  pp. 99-122.  GôfdÔh Rupp, however, b e l i e v e s  
" s p i r i t u a l i t y "  to  be a b e t t e r  word than  " p i e t y , "  which Rupp says  has 
" n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  o v e r t o n e s , "  in  " P r o t e s t a n t  S p i r i t u a l i t y  in  t h e  
F i r s t  Age o f  t h e  R efo rm a t ion ,"  S . C . H . . 8 (1972) ,  p.  155.  I use 
" s p i r i t u a l i t y "  i n t e r c h a n g a b l y  with  " p i e t y , "  a l though  in t h e  p a s t  medi­
eval s p i r i t u a l i t y  has most o f t e n  been used by h i s t o r i a n s  t o  r e f e r  to  
s p i r i t u a l i t y  among c l e r i c s ,  and even more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  m ys t i c i sm ;  
e . g .  in  P i e r r e  P o u r r a t ,  C h r i s t i a n  S p i r i t u a l i t y , t r a n s .  S. P. Jacques 
(London: Burns,  Oates and Washbourne,  1924) ,  v o l .  2 ,  which covers  t h e
Middle Ages and d e a l s  on ly  w i th  f o u r  " sc hoo ls "  o f  m ys t i c i sm .  Perhaps 
t h a t  too s u g g es t s  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  concep t  o f  i n t e r i o r  r e l i g i o n  
exce p t  among c l e r i c s  d u r in g  much o f  t h e  medieval  p e r io d .

4 . .
Will iam G. Hosk ins,  P ro v in c i a l  England: Essays in  Soc ia l  and

Economic H i s to r y  (N.Y.:  S t .  M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,  1963) ,  p.  70 ,  compares t h e
r i c h e s  o f  Eng l i sh  p ro v in c i a l  towns,  based on t h e  l a y  s u b s id y  r o l l s .  
A c tu a l ly  C o lc h e s te r  was p robab ly  13 th  in  w e a l t h ,  s in c e  Newcastle  was 
exempt from t h e  t a x a t i o n  o f  1523-1525; Hoskins e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  Newcastle  
would have been 3rd o r  4 th  in  t h e  r a n k in g .  Alan R. H. Baker ,  "Changes 
i n  t h e  L a t e r  Middle Ages,"  in  A New H i s t o r i c a l  Geography o f  England, 
ed .  H, C. Darby (Cambridge:  Cambridge Univ. P r e s s ,  1 973 ) ,  p.  243,  
p la ces  C o lc h e s t e r  as  10 th  in  w ea l th  in  1524-25,  aga in  with  Newcastle  
hav ing been o m i t t e d .

The po p u la t io n  f i g u r e  comes from G eoff rey  M ar t in ,  The S to ry  o f  
C o lc h e s t e r  from Roman Times to  t h e  P re s e n t  Day ( C o l c h e s t e r :  Benham 
Newspapers,  1959) .  p.  36.  M a r t in ,  p.  122, bases h i s  f i g u r e  on J .  C. 
R u s s e l l ' s  c a l c u l a t i o n s  in  h i s  B r i t i s h  Medieval P o p u l a t i o n . Char les  
Phythian-Adams,  D eso la t ion  o f  a C i ty :  Coventry and t h e  Urban C r i s i s
o f  t h e  Late Middle Ages (Cambridge:  Cambridge Univ. P r e s s .  19791.
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p. 12,  c h a r t s  t h e  l a r g e s t  towns in  l a t e  medieval  England,  and he p laces  
C o lc h e s te r  among th o s e  towns having o v e r  6,000 i n h a b i t a n t s .  His c h a r t  
i s  based on t h e  work o f  J .  D. S h e a i l ' s  s tudy  o f  t h e  l a y  s ubs idy  r e t u r n s  
o f  1524-5.

Many o f  t h e  fo l low ing  f a c t s  about  C o lc h e s t e r  can be found in 
M a r t i n ,  which i s  the  b e s t  genera l  h i s t o r y  o f  C o l c h e s t e r .  See a l s o  th e  
p io n e e r in g  18th  c e n t u r y  h i s t o r y  by P h i l i p  Morant ,  The H is to ry  and A n t i -  
q u i t i e s  o f  t h e  Most Ancient  Town and Borough o f  C o lc h e s te r  (1748: r o t .  
W akef ie ld :  S. R. P u b l i s h e r s ,  1970).

® Both books have been p u b l i sh e d  in  t r a n s l a t i o n  by W. Gurney 
Benham, ed .  and t r a n s .  ( C o l c h e s t e r :  "Essex County S tandard"  O f f i c e ,
1902,  1907) .  See p.  27 o f  t h e  Oath Book f o r  t h e  le gend  o f  Helen.

® G eof f rey  H. M a r t in ,  C o l c h e s t e r :  O f f i c i a l  Guide . 4 th  ed.
( C o l c h e s t e r :  Benham & Co. ,  1 973 ) ,  pp.  81-2 .

 ̂ J .  E. Oxley,  The Reformation in  Essex to  t h e  Death o f  Mary 
(Manches te r:  Manchester  Univ.  P r e s s ,  1965) ,  pp. 1 ,  19>; T. W. Davids,  
Annals o f  E vange l ica l  Nonconformity in  t h e  County o f  Essex (London: 
Jackson ,  W alford ,  and Hodder,  1 863 ) ,  pp. 18-19.

g
R. W. S o u th e rn ,  S a i n t  Anselm and His Biographer  (Cambridge: 

Cambridge Univ.  P r e s s ,  1963) ,  pp.  35 ,  37-45;  Sandro S t i c c a ,  "Drama and 
S p i r i t u a l i t y  i n  t h e  Middle Ages,"  M ed ieva l ia  e t  H um an is t ica , n . s . ,  4 
(1973) ,  79-83;  W. A. P a n t i n ,  The E ng l i sh  Church in  t h e  F our teen th  Cen­
t u r y  (Notre Dame, I n d ia n a :  Univ.  o f  Notre Dame P r e s s ,  1962) ,  p .  231.

9
G eoff rey  Chaucer ,  "General  P ro lo g u e , "  The Cante rbury  T a l e s ,  

in  The Works o f  G eof f rey  C hauce r , ed .  F. N. Robinson,  2nd ed .  (Boston:  
Houghton M i f f l i n ,  1957,  1.  62 (p .  1 7 ) .  11.  530-40 (p .  2 2 ) .

V.C.H. E ssex . I I ,  180 .

Evelyn U n d e r h i l l ,  The Myst ic s  o f  t h e  Church (N.Y.:  Schocken
Books,  1 964 ) ,  p.  n o .  For an e x c e l l e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o 
a f f e c t i v e  p i e t y ,  s ee  Douglas Gray,  Themes and Images in  t h e  Medieval 
Eng l ish  R e l ig io u s  Lyr ic  (London: Routledge  and Kegan P a u l ,  1972) ,
pp. 18-33;  a l s o  G i le s  C o n s ta b l e ,  "The P o p u l a r i t y  o f  Tw elf th -Cen tu ry  
S p i r i t u a l  W r i t e r s  in  t h e  Late Middle Ages ,"  in  Renaissance  S tu d ie s  in  
Honor o f  Hans Baron , e d s .  Anthony Mol ho and John A. Tedeschi  (Dekalb,  
111 . :  Nor thern  I l l i n o i s  Univ.  P r e s s ,  1971),  pp. 3-28.

12
Richard R o l l e ,  The E ng l ish  P s a l t e r ,  in  Eng l i sh  W ri t ings  o f  

Richard  R o l l e . ed .  Hope Emily Allen  (Oxford :  Clarendon P r e s s ,  1931),
p.  4 ;  R. W. Chambers, On t h e  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  E ng l ish  Prose  from A lf red  
to  More and His School (London: E . E . T . S . ,  1932) ,  p.  c i .

1 3
Hope Emily A l l e n ,  "The E ng l i sh  P s a l t e r , "  in Eng l ish  W ri t ings  

o f  Richard R o l l e , ed.  A l l e n ,  p.  3; Margare t  Deanes ly ,  "V ernacu la r  Books 
in  England in  t h e  F o u r teen th  and F i f t e e n t h  C e n t u r i e s , "  Modern Language 
Review, 15 (1920 ) ,  349-58 ,  and The L o l l a rd  B ib le  and Other  Medieval 
B i b l i c a l  Vers ions  (1920;  r p t .  Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. P r e s s ,  1966) ,
pp.  3 9 2 - 8 . Several  w i l l s  r ead  by Deanesly mentioned th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f

o f



54

"an Engl ish  p s a l t e r " ;  o n ly  f i v e  can be s a i d  to  r e f e r  d e f i n i t e l y  to  
R o l l e ' s  p s a l t e r ,  ou t  o f  th e  32 Engl ish  devo t iona l  books mentioned in  
t h e  w i l l s .

14
A. R. Myers,  England in  t h e  Late Middle Ages (B a l t im ore :  

Penguin Books,  1952) ,  pp.  71,  80 ;  S y lv ia  L. Thrupp,  The Merchant Class 
o f  Medieval London (Ann Arbor .  Mich.:  The Univ. o f  Michigan P r e s s ,
1962),  pp.  156, 158,  161; M a r t in ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , p.  39.

15
John Pykas o f  C o lc h e s te r  was given S t .  P a u l ' s  e p i s t l e s  in  

Engl ish  f i v e  y e a r s  be fo re  by h i s  m other ,  a ccord ing  t o  Oxley, pp.  8 -9 .  
This p r e d a t e s  T y n d a le ' s  New Tes tament ,  th e  f i r s t  p r i n t e d  v e r s io n  in  
E n g l i s h ,  which was f i r s t  imported i n t o  England in  1526.  Thomas H i l l s  
o f  S te e p le  Bumpstead, who had c l o s e  con n ec t io n s  with  C o lc h e s te r  Lol­
l a r d s ,  had memorized t h e  f i r s t  2 c h a p t e r s  o f  James; see  Oxley, 
pp. 10-13.

J a n e t  Coleman, Engl ish  L i t e r a t u r e  in  H i s t o r y .  1350-1400 
(London: Hutchinson ,  1981) ,  pp.  223-4.

D eanes ly ,  "Vernacu la r  Books,"  355; Dorothy Jones ,  " I n t r o d u c ­
t i o n , "  in  Minor Works o f  Wal te r  H i l t o n , ed ,  Dorothy Jones (N.Y.:  Ben-
z i g e r  B r o th e r s ,  1929),  p.  x i .

18
W alte r  H i l t o n ,  Mixed L i f e , in  Minor Works o f  Wal ter  H i l t o n , 

ed.  Jones ,  pp.  16-17.  Another 14th c e n t u ry  m y s t i c ,  S t .  C a th e r in e  o f  
S ien a ,  p laced  an emphasis on t h e  s p i r i t u a l  va lue  o f  t h e  l a y  e x p e r i e n c e ;  
see  J u d i t h  Hook, " S t .  C a the r ine  o f  S ie n a , "  H is to ry  Today,  30 (1980) .  
28-32.  --------------------

19
The P r a i e r  and Compla.ynte o f  t h e  Ploweman unto C h r i s t e .  in 

H ar le ian  M isce l lany  (London. 18101. VI. 101.
20

William Langland,  P i e r s  t h e  Ploughman, t r a n s .  J .  F. Goodridge 
(B a l t im ore :  Penguin Books, 1959) ,  B-Text ,  V I I ,  11.  18-38 (p .  92) .

L e s t e r  K. L i t t l e  R e l ig io u s  Poverty  and t h e  P r o f i t  Economy in  
Medieval Europe ( I t h a c a ,  N.Y.: Cornel l  Univ. P r e s s ,  1978) ,  pp. 175-96,
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  on t h e  Continen t  some S c h o l a s t i c s  and f r i a r s  developed 
a moral th e o lo g y  which gave s p i r i t u a l  guidance to  t h e  new p r o f i t  
economy, thus  paving th e  way f o r  l a y  p i e t y  t o  grow.

R. H. Tawney, Re l ig ion  and t h e  Rise o f  Cap i ta l i sm  (N.Y.:  Mentor 
Book, 1963) ,  p.  54, consen ts  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  church 
was not  f a v o ra b l e  toward b u s i n e s s :  "But ,  however lawyers might  d i s ­
t i n g u i s h  and r e f i n e ,  th e  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  were s im p le .  The Church sees  
buying and s e l l i n g ,  l e n d in g  and borrowing ,  as  a s imple c a s e  o f  n e ig h ­
b o r ly  o r  unne ighborly  conduc t .  Though a r a t i o n a l i s t  l i k e  Bishop Pecock 
may i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  r i c h ,  as  su ch ,  a r e  not  h a t e fu l  t o  God, i t  has a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a r t s  by which men—o r  a t  l e a s t  
laymen—a c q u i r e  r i c h e s ,  and i s  a p t  to  lump them to g e t h e r  under t h e  ugly 
name o f  a v a r i c e . "

21
Bernd M oe l l e r ,  " P i e ty  in  Germany around 1500,"  in  The 

Reformation in  Medieval P e r s p e c t i v e , ed .  Steven E. Ozment (Chicago:
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Quadrangle Books, 1971) ,  pp.  54 ,  59-62.
22

S tanfo rd  E. Lehmberg, " S i r  Thomas Audley: A Soul as  Black as
Marble?" in Tudor Men and I n s t i t u t i o n s , ed .  A r thu r  J .  S lav in  (Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana  S t a t e  Univ.  P r e s s ,  1972) ,  pp.  3 -31 .

23
Greta H or t ,  P ie r s  Plowman and Contemporary R e l ig io u s  Thought 

(N.Y.:  Macmillan,  n . d . ) ,  p.  158; Denys Hay, "England and t h e  Humani­
t i e s  in  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  Cen tu ry ,"  in  I t i n e r a r i u m  I t a l i c u m . e d s .  Heiko A. 
Oberman and Thomas A. Brady (Leiden l  E. J .  B r i l l ,  1975),  pp.  335-43;  
M&rgery Kempe, The Book o f  Margery Kempe. ed .  Sanford  Brown Meech 
(London: Oxford Univ. P r e s s ,  1940) ,  pp.  39,  143,  154.

24
W. Gurney Benham, "A Solemn Mass f o r  t h e  P r o s p e r i t y  o f  Col­

c h e s t e r , "  E . R . , 46 (1937) ,  85 .  The C o lc h e s t e r  Oath Book shows the  
f r e q u e n t  c r e a t i o n  o f  new f r e e  b u r g e s s e s ,  most  o f  them having been born 
in  su r round ing  Essex and S u f f o lk ,  but  a number came from f a r t h e r  a f i e l d ,  
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25
See Marvin B. Becker,  "Towards a Renaissance  H is to r io g ra p h y  

in  F lo r e n c e , "  in  Renaissance S tu d ie s  in  Honor o f  Hans Baron , eds.Mol ho 
and Tedesch i ,  pp. 141-71.

26
My comments about  t h e  connec t ion  between renewal and f a i t h  in  

i d e a l s  a r e  d i r e c t l y  opposed,  i t  seems,  t o  Richard  T r e x l e r ' s  s ta t e m e n t  
t h a t  " r i t u a l  l i f e  c r e a t e d  and r e s u s c i t a t e d  urban l i f e ,  o r d e r ,  and 
v a l u e s . "  T r e x l e r  d e s c r ib e s  r i t u a l  as  " r i g i d i f i c a t i o n  and f o r m a l i z a t i o n  
o f  b e h a v i o r , "  and,  I a s k ,  how can r i g i d i f i c a t i o n  c r e a t e  l i f e ?  R itua l  
might he lp  s u s t a i n  l i f e ,  bu t  no t  g e n e r a t e  l i f e .  See T r e x l e r ' s  Public  
Life  in  Renaissance F lo rence  (N.Y.:  Academic P r e s s ,  1980) ,  pp.  x i x ,
x x i ,  43 ,  47.

I l a b e l  C o lc h e s te r  as  "urban,"  s u b s c r ib in g  to  G i l b e r t  Rozman's 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  urban in  t h e  premodern c o u n t ry .  C o lc h e s t e r  f a l l s  i n t o  
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H i s t o r i c a l  S t a g e s , "  J . I . H . . 9 (1978) ,  65-91 , e s p e c i a l l y  68-71 .

27
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gion and S o c ie ty  in  Tension (Chicago:  Rand McNally & Co. ,  1965) ,  pp.
18-21 ,  and Gary M. M a ran e l l ,  Responses t o  R e l ig io n  (Lawrence,  Kansas : 
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o f  Edward L. C u t t s ,  P a r i sh  P r i e s t s  and T h e i r  People in  t h e  Middle Ages
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in England CLondon: S .P . C .K . ,  1914).
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in  Mediaeval England (London: Methuen, 1906).  -------------------
i-u ^ b r i e f  g lance  a t  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  Eng l i sh  church w r i t t e n  dur ing  
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  our  c e n t u r y  conf irm s  t h a t  l i t t l e  space was given to  
t h e  l a i t y .  W. M. Capes,  The Engl ish  Church in  t h e  Fou r teen th  and F i f -  
t e e n t h  C e n tu r i e s  (London: Macmillan,  1900) ,  wrote  17 c h a p t e r s ,  with
on ly  one ,  "The In f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  Church on Socia l  L i f e , "  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  
l a i t y .

F i r s t  p u b l i s h in g  her  h i s t o r y  in  1925,  Margare t  Deanes ly ,  A H is -  
t o r y  o f  t h e  Medieval Church. 590-1500. 8 th  ed .  (London: MethuenTT9S4), 
inc luded  on ly  a b r i e f  accoun t  o f  t h e  work o f  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  in  
t e a c h in g  th e  p e o p le ,  and her  on ly  o t h e r  look a t  t h e  l a i t y  was in  i t s  
h e r e t i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .

Kathleen L. Wood-Legh, S tu d ie s  in  Church L i fe  in  England  under 
Edward I I I  (Cambridge:  Cambridge Univ. P r e s s ,  1934)',  r e l a t e d  th e
church t o  p o l i t i c a l  governance and on ly  in some b r i e f  comments about  
c h a n t ry  fo u n d a t io n s  d id  she touch on t h e  r e l i g i o u s  r o l e  o f  t h e  l a i t y .  
Her i n t e r e s t  in  c h a n t r i e s  was to  expand i n t o  a l a t e r  book.

John R. H. Moorman, Church L i fe  in England in  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  
Century  (1945; r p t .  Cambridge! Cambridge Univ.  P r e s s ,  1955) ,  wrote  26 
c h a p t e r s ,  w ith  on ly  4 d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  l a i t y  and th e n  somewhat p e r i p h ­
e r a l l y .  Moorman's A H i s to ry  o f  t h e  Church in  England (London: Adam 
and Char les  B lack ,  1953) has on ly  a few pages on l a y  r e l i g i o u s  
p r a c t i c e s .  ^

A welcome c o n t r a s t  i s  John C. D ic k in so n ' s  r e c e n t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
h i s t o r y  o f  England,  The L a te r  Middle Ages (N.Y.:  Barnes & Noble,  1979),
in which he e x p r e s s l y  a t t e m p t s  t o  in c lu d e  s o c i a l  and economic f a c t o r s  
(pp.  v i i ,  3 ) .  A l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  h i s  book i s  t h e r e f o r e  devoted  t o  
"Church and S o c i e t y , "  pp.  345-467.

29 /
Andre^ Vauchez,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n  - I I , "  in  La Pi e V  do  oui a i r e  au 

Age» by Et ienne  D e la r u e l l e  (T o r ino :  Bottega  d 'E rasmo,  1975),
pp.  XV-XVI.

Jean LeClercq and F ranço is  Vandenbroucke,  La S p i r i t u a l i t é  du 
Moyen Age ( P a r i s :  A ub ie r ,  1961) ;  t h i s  was volume 2 o f  L ' H i s t o i r e  de l a
s p i n  t u a i i  t e  C h r e t i e n n e . and i t  was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Eng l i sh  by th e ---------
B e n e d i c t i n e s ^ o f  Holmes Eden Abbey, C a r l i s l e  (London: Burns & O a te s .  
1968) ;  Andre Vauchez,  La S p i r i t u a l i t é "  du Moyen Age O c c i d e n t a l .  V l i r  -  
X l ie  s i e c l e s  ( P a r i s :  P re s se s  U n i v e r s i t a i r e s  de F rance ,  1975) .

31
As in  P o u r r a t ,  v o l .  2 ,  which d e a l s  o n ly  w i th  m ysti c ism coming 

ou t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s .
For t h e  use o f  t h e  word " s p i r i t u a l i t y "  in  C h r i s t i a n  h i s t o r y ,  s ee  

Jean LeCle rcq ,  " S p i r i t u a l i t a s ," S tudi  M e d ie v a l i . S e r i e  3 ,  3 (1962) ,  
279-95 ,  and L eC le rcq ' s  " I n t r o d u c t i o n "  in  The S p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  Western 
Chr is tendom, ed.  E. Rozanne Elder  (Kalamazoo,  M ich . :  C i s t e r c i a n  P u b l i ­
c a t i o n s  , 1  976) ,  pp.  xx ix -xxx .  LeClercq says  t h a t  th e  word was rescued  
from o b l i v i o n  by some French s c h o l a r s  who, in t h e  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e
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20th  c e n t u r y ,  founded th e  D i c t i o n n a i re  de l a  s p i r i t u a l i t é * ' .  Owen 
Chadwick, " I n d i f f e r e n c e  and M o r a l i t y , "  in  C h r i s t i a n  S p i r i t u a l i t y ,  ed .  
P e te r  Brooks (London: SCM P r e s s ,  1975) ,  p.  206,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t
" s p i r i t u a l i t y "  f i r s t  ga ined  " i t s  s p e c i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  m ys t i c a l  o r  
a s c e t i c a l  devo t ion  as  a term o f  r e p ro a c h  a g a i n s t  t h e  Q u i e t i s t  w r i t e r s  
o f  t h e  l a t e r  s e v e n te e n th  c e n t u r y . "  F e l ix  V e rn e t ,  i n  La S p i r i t u a l i t é  
Medievale (B1cud e t  Gay, 1929) ,  used s p i r i t u a l i t y  t o  r e f e r  main ly  to  
t h e  d evo t ion  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s ,  and t h a t  more t r a d i t i o n a l  use o f  
" s p i r i t u a l i t y "  was s t i l l  in  use  in  1965 in  England,  when James Walsh 
wrote t h a t  t h e  term "Eng l i sh  s p i r i t u a l i t y "  had become synonymous with  
14th c e n t u r y  Engl ish  m ys t i c i sm .  In t h e  book he was e d i t i n g ,  Pre-  
R e f o m a t io n  Eng l i sh  S p i r i t u a l i t v  (N.Y.:  Fordham Univ.  P r e s s ,  1965) ,
Walsh was widening t h e  term t o  in c lu d e  c o n te m p la t iv e s  in o t h e r  p e r io d s  
o f  Engl ish  l i f e ,  so in  e f f e c t  Walsh was making " s p i r i t u a l i t y "  synony­
mous w i th  t h e  co n te m p la t iv e  l i f e .

The use o f  t h e  term among Eng l ish  s c h o l a r s  seems t o  have broad­
ened s in c e  Walsh.  Gordon Rupp wrote  an a r t i c l e  in  1972 e n t i t l e d  
" P r o t e s t a n t  S p i r i t u a l i t y  in  t h e  F i r s t  Age o f  t h e  Refo rm at ion ,"  S .C . H . ,
8 (1972 ) ,  pp.  155-70,  in which he commented, " S p i r i t u a l i t y  i s  a c a t h o ­
l i c  word,  beg inn ing  to  d i s s o l v e  i n t o  ecumenese, bu t  i t  i s  much b e t t e r  
than  ' p i e t y '  w ith  i t s  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  o v e r t o n e s ,  o r  t h e  r a t h e r  b e t ­
t e r  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  phrase  ' inward  r e l i g i o n . '  And i t  s u g g es t s  
' '  • some o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i t i e s  between medieval  and p r o t e s t a n t  r e l i ­
gion" (p .  155) .  Rupp went on t o  w r i t e  o f  t h e  p r a y e r  and devo t iona l  
l i f e  o f  t h e  Reformation l e a d e r s ,  so he was s t i l l  us ing  t h e  term to  r e ­
f e r  to  t h e  c l e r g y ,  a l b e i t  P r o t e s t a n t .

S ince  t h e n ,  however,  t h e  term " s p i r i t u a l i t y "  has been used in  
Eng l i sh  w r i t i n g s  to  r e f e r  t o  l a y  s p i r i t u a l i t y  as  t h e  French a r e  d o in g ;  
e . g .  C l i f f o r d  Davidson wrote  ô M a y m e n  in  "Northern S p i r i t u a l i t y  and 
t h e  Late Medieval Drama o f  York,"  in The S p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  Western 
Chr is tendom, ed .  E l d e r ,  pp.  125-51.

32
Jacques  T o u s s a e r t ,  Le Sentiment r e l i g i e u x  en F landre  a l a  f i n  

du__Moyen-Age ( P a r i s :  L i b r a i r i e  P ion ,  1963) ,  pp.  122 ,  341 , 489-90 ,  595;
Gabr iel  LeBras,  Etudes de S o c io l o g ie  R e l i g i e u s e . 2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s :
P re s se s  U n i v e r s i t a i r e s  de F rance ,  1955-56) .  For a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
t h e  LeBras s c h o o l ,  s ee  Hugh McLeod, "R e l ig ion  in  t h e  C i t y , "  in  Urban 
H i s to ry  Yearbook (1978) ,  pp. 7 -8 .

33
P a n t i n ,  pp.  220-43;  Pantin  was o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i sh e d  in 1955. 

K r i s t e l l e r ,  "Lay R e l i g i o u s , "  pp.  99-122;  Emma Mason, "The Role o f  t h e  
Engl ish  P a r i s h i o n e r .  1100-1500,"  J .E cc l  . H . . 27 (1976) ,  17-18 ,  r e f l e c t s  
on t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  s tu d y in g  th e  l a i t y .

34
M o e l l e r ,  " P i e t y , "  p.  60 ,  which was f i r s t  given as  a l e c t u r e  

in  1963.  See a l s o  " Imper ia l  C i t i e s  and t h e  Refo rm at ion ,"  in  Imper ial  
C i t i e s  and t h e  R e fo rm a t io n , e d s .  and t r a n s .  H. C. Erik Midel f o r t  and 
Mark U. Edwards,  J r .  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s  P r e s s .  1972) ,  pp.  41-115 ,
which was f i r s t  pub l i shed  in  1962; and "The Town in  Church H i s t o r y , "  
S ' C ' H . , 16 (1979 ) ,  pp. 257-68.  M o e l l e r ' s  no tes  in c lu d e  a l i s t i n g  o f  
German w r i t i n g s  on p i e t y  which preceded  M oel l e r .

35
S ou the rn ,  Western S o c i e t y , p.  11,  which was o r i g i n a l l y  pub­

l i s h e d  as  volume 2 o f  t h e  P e l i can  H is to ry  o f  t h e  Church; S o u th e rn ,  The
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Making o f  t h e  Middle Ages (New Haven: Yale Univ. P r e s s ,  1953).
36

Reports  from t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co l loquium on popu la r  
r e l i g i o n  he ld  in  Quebec in  1970 a r e  given in  Les R e l ig io n s  o o o u la i r e s  
(Quebec: Les P re s se s  de l 'U n i v e r s i t é '  Lava l ,  1 9 7 2 ).  -----------

A seminal c o n fe ren c e  b r in g in g  t o g e t h e r  o u t s t a n d i n g  s c h o l a r s  from 
s i x  academic d i s c i p l i n e s  in  A p r i l ,  1972,  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan 
r e s u l t e d  in  The P u r s u i t  o f  H o l iness  in  Late  Medieval and Renaissance 
R e l i g i o n , ed .  C har les  Tr inkaus  w i th  Helko A. Oberman (Le iden :  E. J .
B r i l l ,  1974) .  Commenting on t h e  second p a r t  o f  t h e  book,  on l a y  p i e t y  
and t h e  c u l t  o f  y o u t h ,  P r o f e s s o r  Tr inkaus  wro te  in  h i s  foreword :  "Be­
cause  s t u d i e s  o f  t h i s  ty p e  a r e  on ly  beg inn ing ,  t h e  papers  c o n t r i b u t e d  
here  a r e  o f  a p io n e e r in g  and exper im en ta l  c h a r a c t e r .  . . ."  (p .  x i i i ) .

The Davis Seminar a t  P r ince ton  U n i v e r s i t y ,  which f o s t e r s  work 
on t o p i c s  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  s c h o l a r l y  co n c e rn ,  chose as  i t s  theme 
f o r  1973-74 th e  h i s t o r y  o f  p opu la r  r e l i g i o n .  The y i e l d  was a c o l l e c -  
t i o n o f  e s says  e d i t e d  by James Obelkev ich ,  R e l ig ion  and t h e  People ,  
800-1700 . In h i s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  rem arks ,  Obelkev ich w r o t e ,  "The a u t h o r s  
have broken w i th  t h e  r e l a t e d  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y  and 
have abandoned i t s  c o n f in e s  and conv en t io n s"  (p .  3 ) .

R a the r  more co n v en t io n a l  was a 1975 co n fe re n c e  sponsored by th e  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  C i s t e r c i a n  S tu d ie s  and t h e  Medieval I n s t i t u t e  a t  Western 
Michigan U n i v e r s i t y ,  which produced a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e s says  e d i t e d  by 
E l d e r ,  The S p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  Western Chr is tendom. All bu t  one o f  t h e  
essays  c o n f in e  themse lves  t o  s p i r i t u a l i t y  among c l e r i c s .

37
For example ,  C h r i s t i a n  S p i r i t u a l i t y :  Essays in  Honour o f

Gordon Rupp, ed.  Brooks.
38

P a t r i c k  J .  Geary,  "The N in th -Cen tu ry  R e l ic  Trade:  A Response 
t o  Popula r  P ie ty ? "  in  R e l ig io n  and t h e  P e o p le , ed .  Obelkev ich ;  Geary,  
Fur ta  S a c ra :  T he f t s  o f  R e l i c s  in  t h e  Cent ra l  Middle Ages ( P r i n c e t o n :  
P r in c e to n  Univ. P r e s s ,  1978) ,  pp. 152-4.

39
Jonathan  Sumption,  P i lg r im a g e :  An Image o f  Mediaeval 

R e l ig io n  (London: Faber and Faber ,  1975) ,  p. 21;  Ronald C. Finucane,
M irac le s  and P i l g r i m s :  Popula r  B e l i e f s  in Medieval England (Totowa,
N . J . : R o w m a n  and L i t t l e f i e l d ,  1977) .  We must not  f o r g e t  t h e  p io n e e r ­
ing  work in  t h e  1960 ' s  o f  E t ienne  D e l a r u e l l e  on t h e  p i l g r im a g e ,  i n c l u d ­
ing  h i s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  p i lg r im a ge  o f  t h e  15th  c e n t u r y ;  see 
La Piété" p o p u l a i r e .

40
R o thk rug ' s  i n i t i a l  s t a t e m e n t ,  "Popula r  R e l ig ion  and Holy 

S h r i n e s , "  in  R e l ig ion  and th e  Peop le ,  ad.  Obelkev ich ,  pp. 20 -86 ,  i s  
fo l lowed by a f u l l e r  t r e a t m e n t  in  R e l ig io u s  P r a c t i c e s  and C o l l e c t i v e  
P e r c e p t i o n s :  Hidden Homologies in  t h e  Renaissance  and R e fo rm a t ion , 
pub l i she d  in  H i s t o r i c a l  R e f l e c t i o n s . 7 (S p r in g .  1980) :  q u o t a t i o n s f r o m  
pp.  56,  179 o f  t h e  l a t t e r .

41
Vauchez,  S p i r i t u a l i t é ' , c h a p t e r  3;  very  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  12th 

c e n t u r y  th o u g h t  has been M. -D. Chenu, N a tu re .  Man, and S o c ie ty  in  t h e  
12th  C e n tu ry , eds .  and t r a n s .  Jerome Tay lo r  and L e s t e r  K. L i t t l e  
(C h ic ago : Univ. o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1968) ,  which i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n  o f
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p a r t  o f  La Théologie  au douzième s i è c l e , pub l i shed  in  1957.  See e s p e ­
c i a l l y  "Monks, Canons, and Laymen in  Search  o f  t h e  A pos to l ic  L i f e , "  
pp.  223,  227, 235.

The concep t  o f  v o lu n t a ry  p ove r ty  has f o s t e r e d  v a r io u s  works,  
th e  most complete  being Etudes s u r  1 ' h i s t o i r e  de l a  p a u v r e t é , ed.
Michel Moll a t ,  2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s :  Sorbonne,  1974).  Volume 1 d e a l s  with
pove r ty  and c h a r i t y  as s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s ,  and volume 2 ,  with  t h e  d e v e l ­
opment o f  pauperism and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  poor.  
Showing th e  in f l u e n c e  o f  both t h e  Sorbonne r e s e a r c h  and o f  Chenu i s  
Brenda M. Bol ton ,  "Pauper tas  C h r i s t i  : Old Wealth and New Pover ty  in
th e  Twel f th  C en tu ry ,"  S .C .H . , 14 (1977) ,  95^103.

42
Becker,  Medieval I t a l y , pp.  29-30 ,  41 ,  4 6 -7 ,  77. For a b r i e f  

look a t  t h e  deve lop ing  idea o f  t h e  layman l i v i n g  p i o u s ly  in  t h e  w or ld ,  
see G i le s  C o n s tab le ,  "Tw elf th -Century  S p i r i t u a l i t y  and th e  Late Middle 
Ages,"  in  R e l ig io u s  L i fe  and Thought.  l l t h - 1 2 t h  C en tu r ie s  (London: 
Variorum R e p r i n t s ,  Univ. o f  North C aro l ina  P r e s s ,  1971),  pp.  27-60.
On th e  changing i d e a l s  o f  p i e t y  on t h e  C o n t in en t ,  see  E l len  A l la rd  
Macek, " F i f t e e n th - C e n tu r y  Lay P i e t y , "  F i f t e e n t h  Century S t u d i e s .  1 
(1978) ,  169-72.  --------------------------- ^--------------

43
For i n t e l l e c t u a l  h e r e s i e s ,  s ee  Gordon L e f f ,  Heresy in t h e  

Later  Middle Ages, 2 v o l s .  (N.Y.:  Barnes & Noble,  1967)1 For a s u r ­
vey o f  h e r e s i e s  and t h e i r  h i s t o r i o g r a p h y ,  see t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  
Walter  L. Wakef ie ld ,  H eres ie s  o f  t h e  High Middle Ages (N.Y.:  Columbia
Univ. P r e s s ,  1969) .

44 Malcolm Lambert,  Medieval Heresv ( N . Y . :  Holmes & M e i e r .
1977),  pp.  30,  41,

45
Lambert,  p. 156.  Lambert p e r c e p t i v e l y  t r a c e s  th e  v i c i s s i ­

tudes  o f  th e  fo l l o w e r s  o f  P e te r  Valdes as t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e y  must 
preach l e d  them in t o  h e r e s y ,  pp.  67-70.  On t h é  Beguines ,  Ernes t  
McDonnell produced in  1954 a comprehensive work on them (and on th e  
Beghards ,  t h e i r  male c o u n t e r p a r t s ) ,  which he says  i s  a case  s tudy  in  
the  v i t a  a p o s t o l i c a  a s  a program and an i d e a l .  The Beguines and Beg- 
hards In Medieval C u l tu re  (1954; r p t .  N.Y.: Octagon Books, 1969), p. 71.

Brenda Bolton ,  "M ulie res  S a n c t a e ." S .C . H . , 10 (1973) ,  77-95.
47

Bol ton ,  " Innocen t  I l l ' s  Trea tment o f  t h e  H u m i l i a t i , "  S .C .H . .
8 (1972) ,  73-82;  L i t t l e ,  pp.  113-17.  ---------------  ----------

48
L i t t l e ,  pp. 209,  213. John Henderson,  "The F l a g e l l a n t  Move­

ment and F l a g e l l a n t  C o n f r a t e r n i t i e s  in  Cent ra l  I t a l y ,  1260-1400,"
S .C .H . , 15 (1978) ,  147-60,  has documented t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  f r i a r s  in  t h e  
popu la r  movements in c e n t r a l  I t a l y  beg inning  in  1260 among c e r t a i n  l a y  
peop le ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  whom were tradesmen and a r t i s a n s ,  which made 
f l a g e l l a t i o n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  d ev o t io n .  The F ranc iscans  in  p a r t i c u l a r  en ­
couraged t h e i r  h e a r e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  themselves  w i th  C h r i s t ' s  s u f f e r i n g  
on e a r t h .  The f l a g e l l a n t  movements, Henderson b e l i e v e s ,  were in  t u r n  
t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  th e  founda t ion  o f  many c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s  in  I t a l y .

For an i n t e r e s t i n g  look a t  t h e  im pie ty  o f  13th c e n tu ry  I t a l y ,  
see Alexander Murray,  " P ie ty  and Impie ty  in  T h i r t e e n th -C e n tu ry  I t a l y , "
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S .C . H . . 8 (1972) ,  83-106.
49

Becker,  " H i s t o r io g r a p h y , "  p. 152.
50

F i r s t  given a t  t h e  Anglo-American H i s t o r i c a l  Conference in  
London in  J u l y ,  1970; p r i n t e d  as  " In d iv id u a l i s m  in  t h e  Ear ly  I t a l i a n  
Rena issance :  Burden and B l e s s i n g , "  S tu d ie s  in  t h e  R en a i s san c e . 19
(1972) ,  274.  Becker ,  " H i s t o r io g r a p h y , "  p.  152.
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t h e  urban  I t a l i a n  l a i t y ;  and n o r th e r n  European s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  d e v o t io  moderna in  i t s  t e a c h i n g  and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  devo t iona l  
w r i t i n g s .
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P i e t y , "  178,  and W e in s t e in ,  " C r i t i c a l  I s s u e s , "  p.  270.



CHAPTER I I

THE BOROUGH OF COLCHESTER IN THE EARLY TUDOR PERIOD

Any s o c i e t y  has many i n t e r t w i n i n g  s t r a n d s ,  and though we might  

t h i n k  o f  t h e  medieval  s o c i e t y  as being more s im ple  than  o u r s ,  t h e r e  was 

y e t  a t i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e  i n t e r t w i n i n g  which we, in  o u r  p e r v a s i v e  d i c h o t o ­

my between t h e  p a l p a b l e  and th e  i n t a n g i b l e ,  do not  always e x p e r i e n c e .

In medieval  C o l c h e s t e r ,  l a i c  s p i r i t u a l i t y  was no t  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  

o t h e r  components o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y ,  and so in  t h i s  look  a t  urban  l a y  

p i e t y  t h e  a t t e m p t  i s  being  made t o  view f i r s t  t h e  whole o f  t h e  urban 

s o c i e t y  a s  i t  was e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  C o l c h e s t e r ,  in  o r d e r  t o  s ee  b e t t e r  th e  

e f f e c t s  o f  l a y  p i e t y  on t h a t  s o c i e t y .  This  c h a p t e r  w i l l  u n t a n g l e  and 

examine some o f  t h e  s e p a r a t e  t h r e a d s  o f  l a t e  medieval  C o l c h e s t e r ,  f i r s t ,  

in  p a r t  one ,  in what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  s e c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e ,  i . e .  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  

governance ,  economy, and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and in  p a r t  

two,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e . ^

P a r t  One: The S e c u l a r  S t r u c t u r e

S e c t io n  1 ; A B r i e f  H i s to r y

A modern shopping c e n t e r  in  t h e  h e a r t  o f  C o l c h e s t e r  draws peo­

p le  from t h e  su r ro u n d in g  c o u n t r y s i d e  f o r  b a r g a i n s  t o  be found in  Marks 

and Spencer  and in  t h e  Co-op.  They come by motor c a r  on roadbeds  f i r s t  

l a i d  o u t  in  a n c i e n t  t i m e s .  Having t r a v e l e d  over  r a t h e r  f l a t  topography,  

a r i s e  in  t h e  ground a s  th e y  approach  C o l c h e s t e r  a f f o r d s  a p l e a s a n t

55
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p r o s p e c t - - a  lu sh  r i v e r  v a l l e y  dominated by a town s e t  on a h i l l .  . In 

C o lc h es te r  th e  p a s t  i n t e r m i n g l e s  w i th  th e  p r e s e n t  in  a t a n t a l i z i n g  way, 

and C o l c h e s t e r ' s  phys ica l  s e t t i n g  i s  very  much a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  long  

p a s t .  As e a r l y  a s  th e  7 th  c e n t u r y  B.C. t h e r e  was a s e t t l e m e n t  i n  th e  

green v a l l e y ,  on the  River  Col n e ,  and a t  th e  beginning  o f  t h e  1 s t  cen ­

t u r y  A.D. t h e  B r i t i s h  King Cunobelin (S h a k e s p e a re ' s  Cymbeline) r u l e d  

over  t h e  kingdoms o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  from h i s  c a p i t a l ,  c a l l e d  Camulodunum 

a f t e r  t h e  C e l t i c  war-god Camulos, on t h e  River  Colne .  Today one can 

s t i l l  walk on th e  e a r t h e r n  r a m p a r t s ,  even y e t  s u r p r i s i n g l y  h igh and 

s t e e p ,  which p r o t e c t e d  t h e  w e s t e r n ,  v u l n e ra b l e  s i d e  o f  Camulodunum 

which had th e  Colne and th e  Roman River guard ing  i t s  o t h e r  b o u n d a r ie s .  

Archeologica l  exc a v a t io n s  have d i s c o v e re d  t r e a s u r e s  o f  gold  and s i l v e r  

ornaments from t h e  Camulodunum o f  A.D. 10,  r e v e a l i n g  ev idence  o f  t r a d e  

w i th  t h e  Continent  and o f  t h e  w ea l th  and power o f  t h e  t r i b a l  kingdom.^ 

Camulodunum was a n a t u r a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  Roman army which i n ­

vaded B r i t a i n  in  A.D. 43 ,  and i t  was th e  conquer ing  Romans who moved 

th e  s e t t l e m e n t  to  the  c r e s t  o f  a high p l a t e a u  above t h e  r i v e r ,  e s t a b ­

l i s h i n g  t h e r e  in  A.D. 50 th e  f i r s t  c o l o n ia  o f  v e t e r a n  Roman s o l d i e r s  to  

be founded in B r i t a i n .  There t h e  g r e a t  temple o f  t h e  d e i f i e d  Emperor 

Claudius  was b u i l t  (on t h e  same spo t  where c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r  Will iam t h e  

Conqueror b u i l t  h is  c a s t l e ) ,  but  t h a t  symbol o f  Roman dominance was 

des t royed  in  A.D. 60 when t h e  B r i to n s  ro s e  under Boadicea a g a i n s t  t h e i r  

o p p re s s o r s  and massacred t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a . Though never  

aga in  to  be a c a p i t a l ,  C o lc h e s t e r  grew once more,  t h i s  t ime sur rounded  

by w a l l s ,  many o f  them s tan d in g  today  a s  im p re s s iv e  monuments o f  Roman 

s t r e n g t h ,  and w i th  a m a g n i f i c e n t  West Gate opening onto t h e  London 

road .  Several  l a r g e  temples  and two t h e a t e r s  were b u i l t ;  none have
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endured but t h e  b a s ic  Roman s t r e e t  plan  remains in  C o lc h e s t e r  to  t h i s  

d a y . 3

Only a few c lu e s  t e l l  us o f  t h e  to w n 's  f a t e  a f t e r  t h e  Romans 

l e f t  B r i t a i n  in  t h e  e a r l y  5 th  c e n t u r y .  Recent a r c h e o lo g ic a l  excava­

t i o n s  seem to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  by ç a .  450 t h e  Romano-Brit ish  way o f  l i f e  

had broken down in  C o lc h e s te r  and t h a t  t h e r e  fo l lowed  a pe r iod  o f  Saxon 

o c c u p a t io n ,  f o r  a t  l e a s t  two c e n t u r i e s .  Saxon immigrants  had a p p a r e n t ­

l y  pushed t h e i r  way up t h e  River  Colne to  s e t t l e  t h e r e ;  v i l l a g e s  in  t h e  

a r e a  which a r e  c l o s e r  t o  th e  s e a ,  such as F inger inghoe  and B r i g h t l i n g -  

s e a ,  s t i l l  b ea r  t h e  name o f  t h e i r  Saxon s e t t l e r s . *

At some l a t e r  pe r io d  t h e  Danes e s t a b l i s h e d  themselves  in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  w ith  C o lc h e s te r  and Maldon seemingly  being t h e  c h i e f  s e a t s  o f  

Danish power in  Essex ,  which they  had held a t  l e a s t  s in c e  879.  The 

Anglo-Saxon C hron ic le  r e p o r t s  t h a t  in  920,  d u r ing  th e  t ime when 

A l f r e d ' s  son,  Edward t h e  E l d e r ,  was r e c a p t u r i n g  th e  Danelaw, "a g r e a t  

f o r c e  g a th e red  t o g e t h e r  in  t h e  autumn, from Kent,  S u r r e y ,  and Essex ,  

and from a l l  p a r t s  from t h e  n e a r e s t  f o r t r e s s e s ,  and marched on Col­

c h e s t e r  and surrounded  th e  f o r t r e s s  and a t t a c k e d  u n t i l  t h e y  had cap­

t u r e d  i t :  t h e y  slew a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  and s e i z e d  ev e ry th in g  i n s i d e ,

excep t  t h e  men who escaped o ve r  t h e  w a l l . "  A few weeks l a t e r  King Ed­

ward and h is  s o l d i e r s  came t o  C o lc h e s t e r  and had t h e  w a l l s  r e p a i r e d . ^

No doubt Saxons repeop led  C o lc h e s te r  a t  t h i s  t im e .

Edward's concern f o r  t h e  main tenance o f  C o lc h e s te r  as  a f o r t r e s s  

shows one o f  t h e  p rocesses  by which Anglo-Saxon k ings  developed  a c l o s e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  with  towns which was t o  be o f  mutual b e n e f i t .  An e a r l y  

10th c e n t u r y  l i s t  known as t h e  "Burghal Hidage" r e v e a l s  a d e l i b e r a t e  

program o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  Not a l l  o f  th e  b u r h s .
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or  f o r t i f i e d  p l a c e s ,  developed  as  urban communit ies ,  but  Worcester  i s  

an example o f  a burh which became a town. B u i l t  a s  a burh between 885 

and 900 by Ethel  red  and Ethel  f l e d ,  Worcester  had in c lu d e d  w i th i n  i t  a 

marke t  with  s t r e e t s  bo th  w i th i n  and w i thou t  t h e  b u r h . bu t  i t  was t h e  

communal manning and main tenance  o f  t h e  f o r t r e s s  which has tened  th e  

development o f  Worcester  as  a market  town. The e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  

borough o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  as  o f  many boroughs ,  remains clouded  in  o b s c u r ­

i t y ,  but  we do know t h a t  by t h e  Norman Conquest in  1066 C o lc h e s te r  was 

a l r e a d y  a borough o f  some im por tance ,  hav ing i t s  own c o u r t  and m in t .

I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  not  un rea s o n ab le  to  assume t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  took i t s  

borough s t a t u s  from i t s  r o l e  as  an Anglo-Saxon f o r t i f i c a t i o n  under t h e  

a e g i s  o f  t h e  k in g .  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  Roman w a l l s  proved to  be an a s s e t  in  

t h e  tow n 's  development,  as  was th e  c a s e  a t  both Exe te r  and W inches te r .  

The king thus  ga ined  a v a l u a b le  f o r t i f i c a t i o n ,  as  well as  e x t r a  revenue 

gen e ra te d  by t h e  t r a d e  o f  t h e  town. On th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  

being  a " f r e e "  royal  borough was t o  be t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  s i t u a t i o n  fo r  

a community o f  b u rg e s s e s .  The two o t h e r  type s  o f  boroughs which d e v e l ­

oped in  England,  th o s e  under e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  l o r d s  o r  under s e c u l a r  

l o r d s ,  were to  have l e s s  freedom and more c o n f l i c t  in t h e i r  h i s t o r y  

than  d id  th o s e  boroughs such as C o lc h e s te r  which owed t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  

on ly  t o  t h e  k in g .  As Mrs. J .  R. Green has s t a t e d ,  t h e  royal  boroughs 

regarded  themselves  as t h e  "very a r i s t o c r a c y  among th e  boroughs ,"  en ­

jo y in g  a " s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  d ig n i ty . " ®

To say  t h a t  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  borough s t a t u s  grew ou t  o f  i t s  r o l e  as 

an Anglo-Saxon f o r t r e s s  ( b u r h ) t a k e s  no th ing  away from t h e  impact  which 

i t s  t r a d e ,  even i f  on ly  as a market  town f o r  th e  a r e a ,  would e x e r t  in 

i t s  development as a borough.^  We know no th ing  about  C o l c h e s t e r ' s
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t r a d e  o r  economy in  t h e  pre -Conquest  p e r i o d ,  but  i t  i s  f a i r l y  s a f e  to  

c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  was a market  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  We know 

t h a t  Edward th e  Elder  o rde red  t h a t  a l l  buying and s e l l i n g  must be con­

ducted  i n s i d e  " p o r t s "  (a t r a d i n g  p l a c e ,  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r  w ate rborne  

t r a d e ) ,  and A th e l s t a n  r e p e a te d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n ,  co n n ec t in g  i t  w i th  o rd e r s  

about  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  boroughs and r e s t r i c t i n g  m in t ing  o f  c o in s  t o  p o r t s  

in  such a way as to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  boroughs and p o r t s  were synonymous.® 

C o lc h e s te r  was in  t h e  ca t e g o ry  o f  borough o r  p o r t ,  as  well as  a m in t ,  

so i t  i s  ve ry  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  was more than  a market  c e n t e r ,  

bu t  was a l s o  a c e n t e r  f o r  w ider  t r a d e .  Both C o l c h e s t e r ' s  r o l e  as a 

t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  and a s  a f o r t r e s s  worked t o g e t h e r ,  we can c o n j e c t u r e ,  to  

c r e a t e  g r a d u a l l y  t h e  s o l i d  beginnings  o f  a s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  borough sub­

j e c t  on ly  to  t h e  k ing .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  r e p o r t  about  C o lc h es te r  in  t h e  

Domesday Book s t r e n g t h e n s  th o s e  im pres s ions .

Compiled in 1086,  tw enty  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  Norman in v a s i o n ,  th e  

Domesday Book g ive s  a remarkab ly  long  and thorough  a ssessm en t  o f  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  l i s t i n g  by name 276 burges ses  o f  t h e  k in g ,  most o f  them with  

names o f  Old Engl ish  o r i g i n  but  w i th  some showing Scandinav ian or  

Norman d e s c e n t .  Three d e s c r i p t i v e  terms a r e  used in  t h e  su rvey  f o r  

C o l c h e s t e r —h u n d r e t , c i v i t a s , and b u rg u s . The hundred was o r i g i n a l l y  

t h e  hundred f i g h t i n g  men who formed a s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  f y r d . 

o r  m i l i t i a ,  but  was a p p l i e d  to  t h e s e  men in  t h e i r  c i v i l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

ne ighbor ing  f r e e h o l d e r s  who were u n i t e d  by mutual d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t i e s  i n t o  a community which he ld  i t s  r e g u l a r  meetings  and had i t s  

n e c e s s a ry  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  t h e  hand l ing  o f  i t s  a f f a i r s .  C e r t a in  towns 

were reckoned f o r  purposes o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and t a x a t i o n  as hundreds o r  

h a l f - h u n d r e d s .  A hundred occupying a c o u n t ry  a r e a ,  such a s  th e



70

ne ighbo r ing  Tendr ing Hundred o r  Lexden Hundred,  would cover  a much 

l a r g e r  a r e a  than  d id  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  Hundred which,  co terminous  with  t h e  

l a t e r  c h a r t e r e d  borough ,  in c lu d ed  on ly  th e  4 ne ighbor ing  v i l l a g e s  of  

Mile End, G reen s tead ,  Berechurch ,  and Lexden. Burgus seems to  r e f e r  

t o  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  w a l l ed  e n c l o s u r e  (108 a c r e s  in  a r e a ) ,  and c i  v i t a s , t h e  

e n t i r e  a rea  o f  t h e  hundred .  Mai t land  noted  t h a t  c i v i t a s  in  th e  Domes­

day Book i s  a p p l i e d  t o  towns which l a ck ed  c a t h e d r a l  churches.®

Evidence from t h e  Domesday Book i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  Saxons i n ­

h a b i t i n g  C o lc h e s t e r  a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  Norman Conquest had formed a 

f r e e  community, p robab ly  even farming t h e i r  own manor,  i . e .  paying th e  

k in g ,  t h e  l o r d  o f  t h e  manor,  c e r t a i n  f ix e d  customs and dues which t h e i r  

own o f f i c e r s  g a t h e r e d .  Of t h e  276 bu rges se s  o f  th e  king in  C o lc h es te r  

in  1086 t h e  m a j o r i t y  had one house and a p l o t  o f  land  o f  from one to  

tw e n t y - f i v e  a c r e s ,  a l th o u g h  some bu rges se s  possessed  more than  one 

house and some had none.  They had in  a l l  355 houses and he ld  1296 

a c r e s  o f  a r a b l e  land  and 51 o f  meadow. The w e a l t h i e s t  o f  t h e  k i n g ' s  

bu rg es s e s  was a woman, L e o f l e d a ,  w i th  3 houses ,  25 a c r e s ,  and a m i l l .  

I n d i c a t i n g  a n a s c e n t  munic ipa l  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e n t r y  which 

r e c o rd s  t h a t  held in  commune burgensium were 80 a c r e s  o f  land  and 8 

perches  around t h e  w a l l s  ( th e  d ry  d i t c h  and banks su r rounding  t h e  

wal l s ) .TO

The Domesday Book re c o rd s  t h a t  t h e  king h im s e l f  held  land  in 

C o l c h e s t e r :  102 a c r e s ,  o f  which 10 were meadow and on which were 10 

b o r d a r i i  (farm l a b o r e r s ) ,  be s id e s  240 a c r e s  p a r t l y  p a s tu r e  and p a r t l y  

s c r u b .  The bulk o f  t h e  desmesne la nds  l a y  in  one b loc k ,  p a r t l y  w i th in  

and p a r t l y  w i th o u t  t h e  w a l l s ,  and i t  was on t h i s  la nd  t h a t  th e  Roman 

temple  o f  Claudius  had been b u i l t  and on which th e  c a s t l e  would be
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c o n s t r u c t e d  s h o r t l y .  O ther  l o r d s  held la nd  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t o o .  Two 

Saxon t h e g n s ,  Godric and T hurbe rn ,  had h e ld  manors and j u d i c i a l  c o u r t s  

a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  Norman Conques t ,  b u t ,  a s  was t h e  c a s e  w i th  a l l  t h e  

Saxon landowners  in  Essex ( e x c e p t  tw o ) ,  t h e i r  l a n d s  had been s e i z e d  by 

t h e  Conqueror and e i t h e r  r e t a i n e d  by him o r  g iven  t o  h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  

A ls o ,  t h e  Bishop o f  London had 14 houses  and v a r i o u s  l a n d s  in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  most  exempt from q u i t  r e n t ,  as  was t h e  c a s e  w i th  t h e  former  

Saxon manors in  t h e  C o l c h e s t e r  Hundred l a t e r  owned by Norman l o r d s .

I t  i s  r e m a rk ab le  t h a t  t h e  b u rg e s s e s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r  were n o t  d i s ­

p o s se s s ed  o f  t h e i r  l a n d s ,  as  Godric  and Thurbern  had been .  P o s s i b l y  

t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  l i e s  in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b u r g e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  coming 

o f  Wil l iam had been a l low ed  t o  make a money com pos i t ion  f o r  m i l i t a r y  

s e r v i c e  ( s ix p e n c e  from each  house)  so t h a t  none o f  t h e  b u r g e s s e s  had 

appea red  in  arms a g a i n s t  t h e  Conqueror .  The s ix p e n c e  payment was con­

t i n u e d  by King Will iam a s  well  a s  t h e  cus tom ,  t h e  k i n g ' s  ferm o r  annual 

payment which under  Edward t h e  C onfes so r  had been a l i t t l e  o ve r  LI 5 a 

y e a r ,  bu t  which had been i n c r e a s e d  t o  a s t r a n g e l y  h igh f i g u r e  o f  LSO.^T 

The b u rg e s s e s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r  a l s o  had a m i n t ,  one o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a 

borough f o r  which th e y  pa id  an annual  sum t o  t h e  k in g .  The moneyers 

(p ro b a b ly  f o u r  o f  them) r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  d i e s  from t h e  Exchequer and 

worked under  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  Crown, the  

c u s to d e s  cunea rum . The j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  town was e x e r c i s e d  in  t h e  

hundred c o u r t ,  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  by t h e  s h e r i f f ,  bu t  exempt from t h i s  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  were c e r t a i n  t e n a n t s  on t h e  la n d  be long ing  t o  t h e  Bishop 

o f  London and on t h e  manors fo r m e r l y  owned by t h e  Saxon t h e g n s ,  Godr ic  

and Thurbern .  With t h e  355 houses owned by t h e  b u r g e s s e s ,  t h e  houses  

on th e  k i n g ' s  demesne,  and t h e  houses  in  t h e  p r i v a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .
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t h e r e  were in a l l  450 houses in  t h e  Hundred o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  so t h a t  t h e  

po p u la t io n  in 1086 might  be e s t im a te d  to  be 2,000 o r  m o r e J ^

Of th e  Norman l o r d s  l i s t e d  as  owning land  and houses in  Col­

c h e s t e r  a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  Domesday s u rv e y ,  Eudo t h e  D a p i f e r  ( t h e  

s tew ard)  became th e  g r e a t  man o f  t h e  town. Eudo and 3 o f  h i s  b r o t h e r s  

had accompanied William t h e  Conqueror to  England,  and a l l  shared  In t h e  

honors and rewards o f  t h a t  v e n t u r e .  Eudo became t e n a n t - i n - c h i e f  o f  64 

manors s c a t t e r e d  over  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o u n t i e s ,  o f  which 25 were in  t h e  

county  o f  Essex,  and t o  honor him f u r t h e r  he was g iven  t h e  h e r e d i t a r y  

o f f i c e  o f  Seneschal  o f  Normandy, p la c in g  him among t h e  c h i e f  personages  

o f  t h e  ducal c o u r t .  Probably  Eudo, r a t h e r  than  th e  k in g ,  b u i l t  t h e  

c a s t l e  in  C o lc h e s te r  sometime b e fo re  t h e  end o f  t h e  11th  c e n t u r y ;  i t  

was a grand c a s t l e  in d e e d ,  having t h e  l a r g e s t  keep in England and f i t ­

t i n g  f o r  t h e  Grand Seneschal  o f  England and o f  Normandy. I t  was Eudo 

who a l s o  b u i l t  in 1097 t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  fo u n d a t io n  i n  C o l c h e s t e r ,  

t h e  B ened ic t ine  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey.

On Eudo's  dea th  King Henry I resumed Eudo 's  E ng l ish  e s t a t e s ,  i n ­

c lu d in g  t h e  c a s t l e  in  C o l c h e s t e r . T h e  c a s t l e  was s t r o n g  and i t  p rob­

ab ly  did  much t o  p r e s e rv e  t h e  peace which C o lc h e s t e r  g e n e r a l l y  en jo y e d .  

Only once was t h e  c a s t l e  under s i e g e ,  du r ing  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between King 

John and t h e  b a ro n s ,  when th e  c a s t l e  was he ld  f o r  a few weeks by a 

baron ia l  g a r r i s o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  roya l  f o r c e s .  King John ,  who v i s i t e d  

C o lc h e s te r  more than  any o t h e r  s o v e r e ig n ,  came t o  C o lc h e s t e r  and r a i s e d  

t h e  s i e g e  in March, 1216.  The c a s t l e s  in  t h e  kingdom were a g a in  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  impor tance d u r in g  th e  s t r u g g l e  between Henry I I I  and h i s  

b a rons ,  and th e  c a s t l e  in C o lc h e s te r  was t r a n s f e r r e d  back and f o r t h  be­

tween th e  ba ro n ia l  keepers  and th e  k i n g ' s  p a r t y ,  bu t  a f t e r  t h a t  i t
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ceased  to  have any m i l i t a r y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  im por tance .  Put i n t o  t h e  c u s ­

tody  o f  t h e  s h e r i f f  o f  t h e  county  o f  Essex,  t h e  c a s t l e  was used as t h e  

county  p r i s o n ,  which was s t i l l  i t s  fu n c t io n  in t h e  Tudor p e r i o d . T o ­

day t h e  t r u n c a t e d  c a s t l e  keep i s  a museum surrounded  by a l o v e l y  park 

t h a t  was once a p a r t  o f  t h e  Norman royal  demesne.

I t  was t h e  to w n 's  p r o s p e r i t y  which was t o  be o f  more impor tance  

t o  t h e  king than  was i t s  c a s t l e .  Ample t a x e s  were paid du r ing  th e  

r e i g n s  o f  Edward I and Edward I I ,  and a d i f f e r e n t  kind o f  payment r e ­

v e a l s  t h a t  C o lc h e s t e r  had a f a i r  amount o f  r i v e r  t r a d e ,  when Edward I I I  

in  1347 asked C o lc h e s t e r  to  supply  5 s h ip s  and 170 m ar ine rs  f o r  h is  

blockade o f  C a l a i s .  When t h e  king r e tu rn e d  v i c t o r i o u s l y , he pa id  Col­

c h e s t e r  t h e  compliment o f  commit t ing some o f  h i s  French p r i s o n e r s  t o  

t h e  cus tody  o f  t h e  b a i l i f f s  o f  t h e  town. S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  t h e  plague 

raged  th rough  C o lc h e s t e r ;  t h e  Oath Book no te s  t h a t  a much l a r g e r  number 

o f  w i l l s  than  usual  were e n t e r e d  on th e  town r o l l s  in  1348 and aga in  

in  1360 .T®

Although people  o f  Essex took a prominent  p a r t  in  t h e  i n s u r r e c ­

t i o n  o f  1381,  a p p a r e n t l y  th o s e  o f  C o lc h e s te r  d id  n o t ,  even though a 

number o f  t h e  r e b e l s  t r i e d  to  persuade th e  bu rgesses  to  espouse t h e i r  

c a u s e .  Susan Reynolds has noted t h a t  main ly  towns under e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

l o r d s  were th e  ones who f i g u r e d  i n  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  o f  1 3 8 1 However, 

one o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  movement, John B a l l ,  had been a c l e r i c  in  

C o lc h e s t e r  a t  one t im e .  At the  end o f  t h e  14th c e n t u r y ,  when Richard 

I I  was deposed ,  Essex was s t r o n g l y  in  f avo r  o f  t h e  de th roned  k in g ,  and 

i n s u r r e c t i o n a r y  movements, a b o r te d  by Henry IV, were f o s t e r e d  in  t h e  

m o n a s t e r i e s  around C o l c h e s t e r .  In 1450,  in  t h e  y e a r  o f  Jack Cade' s  r e ­

b e l l i o n ,  t h e  P r ivy  Council d i r e c t e d  t h e  b a i l i f f s  o f  C o lc h e s te r  to
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permi t  no p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s .  In June o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  C o lc h e s te r  was t h e  

r e c i p i e n t  o f  a q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  body o f  one Nicholas  Jakes  who was exe­

cu ted  f o r  h igh t r e a s o n ,  which undoubtedly  served  as a v i v i d  warning to 

any sym path izers  in  C o lc h e s t e r .  War d id  no t  touch  Essex dur ing  th e  

Wars o f  t h e  Roses,  but  C o lc h e s te r  was a p p a r e n t l y  Y o rk is t  as  i n d i c a t e d  

by th e  f a c t  t h a t  Henry VI depr ived  t h e  borough o f  a v a lu a b le  p r i v i l e g e ,  

th e  f i s h e r y  o f  t h e  Colne,  bestowing i t  upon a f o l l o w e r  o f  t h e  Lancas­

t r i a n  c a u s e ,  John de Vere,  Earl o f  Oxford.  The f i s h e r y  was soon r e ­

s to r e d  to  C o lc h es te r  when th e  Y ork is t  Edward IV g ra n te d  t o  C o lc h es te r  

in  1462 th e  most generous c h a r t e r  i t  had ever  received.T®

Having t r a c e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C o lc h e s te r  a lm os t  t o  th e  beginning 

o f  t h e  Tudor r e ig n  in 1485,  we have some idea  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  

in  which th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  l a t e  medieval  C o lc h e s t e r  l i v e d .  Next ,  a 

look a t  t h e  development o f  t h e  governance o f  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l  o u t l i n e  

i t s  l e g a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .

Sec t ion  2 : Governance

C o lc h es te r  r e c e iv e d  i t s  f i r s t  c h a r t e r  in 1189, a l though  a hun­

dred y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  as  r e v e a le d  by t h e  Domesday Book, i t  a l r e a d y  had 

i t s  own c o u r t ,  m i n t ,  and common p r o p e r t y ,  and i t  more than  l i k e l y  had 

i t s  own m a rk e t . T9 For C o l c h e s t e r ,  as  f o r  many towns in England,  the  

12th  and most o f  th e  13th  c e n t u r i e s  were a per iod  o f  growth,  dur ing  

which t ime t h e  towns succeeded in  o b t a i n i n g  c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  to  adm in is ­

t e r  them se lves .  By t h e  14 th  c e n tu ry  urban l i b e r t i e s  were more o r  l e s s  

com ple te ,  though w i th  some new kinds o f  p r i v i l e g e  y e t  t o  come, mainly 

i n c o rp o r a t i o n  and th e  commission o f  t h e  p e a c e . I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  

development o f  th e  governance o f  C o lc h e s te r  as  r e v e a le d  by i t s  v a r io u s
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c h a r t e r s  w i l l  be t r a c e d ,  p la c in g  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  growth in  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  

genera l  borough development in  England. The governance o f  C o lc h e s te r  

in  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor pe r io d  as r e v e a le d  by th e  c o u r t  r e c o rd s  w i l l  then  be 

p i c t u r e d  in  some d e t a i l ,  th u s  s e t t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  d e te rm in ­

ing whether  l a y  p i e t y  had s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  borough.

During th e  12th  c e n t u r y  th e  more advanced Eng l ish  towns succeed­

ed in  o b t a i n i n g  c e r t a i n  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e ;  a lmost  50 royal  

c h a r t e r s  were g r a n te d  to  Engl ish  towns in Henry I I ' s  r e i g n ,  a l though  

Henry would never g r a n t  a fa rm, th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  town to  pay a bas ic  

lump sum f o r  t h e  whole town, in  p e r p e t u i t y .  Henry g ran ted  C o lc h e s te r  

du r ing  h i s  r e i g n  t h e  r i g h t  to  c o l l e c t  customs from t h e  w a te r  and th e  

banks and wharves on both  s id e s  o f  t h e  River Colne ,  and t h a t ,  with  i t s  

e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  p robab ly  gave C o lc h e s te r  as  many p r i v i l e g e s  as most 

o f  t h e  newly c h a r t e r e d  towns.  Apparen tly  C o lc h e s t e r  a l r e a d y  had th e  

va lued  p r i v i l e g e  o f  burgage t e n u r e ,  t h e  f r e e  t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  o f  land .^^

Henry I I  had seemingly  been de termined  not  to  a l low  the  spread  

o f  t h e  French sworn commune t o  h i s  Engl ish  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  but  a p p a r e n t ly  

t h e r e  was a t h i r s t  f o r  genu ine se l f -g o v e rn m en t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  the  

boroughs ,  ev idenced by th e  f lood  o f  municipal  c h a r t e r s  g ran ted  a f t e r  

Henry 's  d e a t h .  In a d d i t i o n ,  Henry 's  sons had a need f o r  money which 

must have made them more amenable to  t h e  p le a s  o f  t h e  towns f o r  t h e  

p r i v i l e g e s  c o n f e r r e d  by t h e  c h a r t e r s .  Urban h i s t o r i a n s  t e l l  u s ,  how­

e v e r ,  t h a t  o f t e n  t h e  c h a r t e r s  mere ly  conf irmed  what was a l r e a d y  being 

p r a c t i c e d .  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  f i r s t  c h a r t e r ,  i s s u ed  in  t h e  i n i t i a l  y e a r  o f  

Richard  I ' s  r e i g n ,  in  1189,  empowered t h e  burgesses  o f  C o lc h e s te r  to 

e l e c t  t h e i r  own c h i e f  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  two b a i l i f f s ,  paying an n u a l ly  t4 0  

f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e .  This r i g h t  t o  farm t h e i r  own borough from th e  Crown
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was an im por tan t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r ,  s i n c e  t h e y  were t h e r e f o r e  f r e e  

to  en joy  any p r o f i t  t h a t  could  be made. Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  c h a r ­

t e r  exempted t h e  burgesses  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  from t o l l ,  l a s t a g e ,  p a s sag e ,  

pon tage ,  and a l l  o t h e r  dues a t  a l l  t im es  a l l  o v e r  England and a t  t h e  

s e a p o r t s .  A lso ,  th e  C o lc h e s t e r  marke t  was no t  t o  be h indered  by any 

o t h e r  m ark e t .  Obvious ly ,  economic l i b e r t i e s  were q u i t e  as  im por tan t  to  

the  bu rgesses  o f  C o lc h e s te r  as  were c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and j u d i c i a l  l i b e r ­

t i e s ,  and they  were no t  unique in  t h i s .  Susan Reynolds a s s e r t s  t h a t  

"an im por tan t  mot ive in t h e  movement towards autonomy was to  c on t ro l  

t r a d e  and p r o t e c t  town t r a d e r s  and consumers a g a i n s t  o u t s i d e  competi ­

t i o n  and e x t o r t i o n a t e  t o i  I s .

The royal  c h a r t e r s  g ra n te d  to  C o lc h e s te r  were conf irmed by each 

new monarch,  u s u a l l y  w ith  few changes .  In th e  mid-13th  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  

b u i ld in g  up o f  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  borough c o u r t  became th e  c h i e f  

o b j e c t i v e  o f  municipal  r e f o r m e r s ,  and in  1252 C o lc h e s t e r  and Canterbury 

led  t h e  way in  o b t a in in g  c h a r t e r s  from Henry I I I  which al lowed th e  r e ­

tu rn  o f  w r i t s ,  i . e .  t h e  r i g h t  to  e x ec u te  w r i t s  w i th i n  t h e i r  a rea  and 

make r e t u r n  to  t h e  king themselves .^® As we have n o t e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  

c h a r t e r  o f  1189 had empowered th e  burgesses  o f  C o lc h e s te r  t o  e l e c t  

t h e i r  own c h i e f  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  the  two b a i l i f f s ;  be fo re  t h a t  t ime an o f ­

f i c e r  o f  t h e  king would have p r e s id e d  over  t h e  borough c o u r t .  The 

c h a r t e r  o f  1252,  t h e n ,  made t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  borough c o u r t  even more 

autonomous, p e r m i t t i n g  them to  fu n c t io n  w i thou t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from th e  

S h e r i f f  o f  Essex,  who had p r e v i o u s l y  se rved  as  an i n t e r m e d i a r y  between 

t h e  royal  chancery  and th e  borough c o u r t .  The i n c r e a s i n g  autonomy o f  

t h e  c o u r t  in  C o lc h e s te r  was a v i t a l  f a c t o r  in  t h e  development o f  the  

borough. The b a i l i f f s  were r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  king  as  lo rd  o f  t h e  manor
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and e x e r c i s i n g  a l l  t h e  usual  r i g h t s  o f  manoria l  l o r d s .  J u s t  as  the  

l o r d  o f  t h e  manor had h is  c u r i a , so t h e  community o f  bu rgesse s  had i t s  

moot ha l l  in  which t h e  c o u r t  met ,  and th e  p r e s e n t  town h a l l  c o n t in u e s  

on t h e  s i t e  where s tood  t h e  o ld  moot h a l l ,  d e s t ro y e d  in  1843.  At i t s  

d e s t r u c t i o n  a doorway and a rc h e s  o f  Norman work were found ,  i n d i c a t i n g  

a 12th c e n t u ry  d a t e ,  p robably  ç a .  1160,  a d a t e  de termined  by r e c e n t  

s t u d i e s  o f  a r c h e o l o g i s t s  who have a l s o  conc luded t h a t  t h e  l a v i s h  deco­

r a t i o n  o f  t h e  moot h a l l ,  execu ted  by s c u l p t o r s  who a l s o  worked on th e  

c a t h e d r a l  a t  R o c h e s t e r ,  " t e s t i f i e s  to  th e  w ea l th  and t a s t e  o f  t h e  b u r ­

ges ses  o f  C o l c h e s t e r . "  C o lc h e s te r  a p p a r e n t l y  d id  no t  have a t r a d e  

g u i l d  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  i t s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  n o r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a g u i l d h a l l ,  

t h e  absence  o f  which i n d i c a t e d  t h e  e a r l y  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  borough o rgan ­

i z a t i o n  in  C o lc h e s t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  i t s  c o u r t .  For some towns,  such 

as L e i c e s t e r ,  t h e  t r a d e  g u i l d  preceded  t h e  borough s t r u c t u r e  and was an 

im por tan t  s t e p  in  t h e  a r t  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e ,  bu t  in C o lc h e s t e r  t h e  

t r a d i n g  g u i l d  was unnecessa ry  f o r  t h e  p rocess  o f  o b t a i n i n g  l i b e r t i e s  

and t r a d e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  borough.  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  c o u r t  remained t h e  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  borough f o r  s e v e ra l  c e n t u r i e s . ^ *

The p r i n c i p a l  c o u r t  in  C o lc h e s te r  was t h e  Hundred Court which 

presumably e x i s t e d  b e fo re  t h e  Conquest .  The Hundred Court d e a l t  w ith  

a c t i o n s  between b u rg e s s e s ,  m os t ly  f o r  t h e  r e c o v e ry  o f  d e b t s  and f o r  

t r e s p a s s e s  o f  a l l  s o r t s ,  such as a s s a u l t s ,  encroachments and p e t t y  m is ­

demeanors. Regu la t ion  o f  t r a d e  and o f  consumer p roduc ts  a l s o  l a y  w i t h ­

in  t h e  purview o f  t h e  c o u r t ;  f o r  example ,  C o lc h e s t e r  had t h e  a s s i z e  o f  

bread and a l e ,  with  t h e  r i g h t  to  s ee  t h a t  t h e  bread baked and t h e  a l e  

brewed were f i t  f o r  consumption and so ld  a t  s t a n d a rd  measures and 

p r i c e s .  Also handled by t h e  c o u r t  were some kinds o f  p u b l i c  b u s in es s
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such as  t h e  e n ro l lm e n t  o f  deeds and t h e  e n ro l lm e n t  o r  p roba te  o f  w i l l s  

which concerned  town p r o p e r t y .  In 1311,  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s u r v i v ­

ing c o u r t  r o l l ,  t h e r e  were e x t r a  c o u r t  s e s s i o n s  he ld  d u r in g  th e  week, 

and t h e s e  developed  in  t h e  14 th  c e n t u r y  i n t o  t h e  Thursday C o u r t ,  o r  

Foreign C our t ,  in  which l i t i g a n t s  who were no t  bu rgesses  could  b r ing  

a c t i o n s  and any o t h e r  b u s in e s s  cou ld  be done.  Three t imes  a y e a r ,  a t  

Michaelmas ( f i r s t  Monday a f t e r  Michaelmas Day, September 2 9 ) ,  H i l a ry -  

t i d e  ( f i r s t  Monday a f t e r  January  13 ) ,  and Hokeday ( t h e  Monday a f t e r  

E a s t e r ) ,  t h e r e  was a s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Monday Court c a l l e d  a Law- 

hundred ,  a t  which a l l  t h e  f r e e h o l d e r s  o f  t h e  town were supposed to  

a p p e a r ,  d u r in g  which a s p e c i a l  j u r y  made presen tm ents  o f  a l l  manner o f  

p u b l i c  o f f e n s e s ,  many o f  them minor ,  such as f o r  o v e r s to c k i n g  th e  com­

mons o r  f o r  o v e rc h a rg in g  f o r  a l e  o r  b read .

A g r e a t e r  p r e c i s i o n  o f  governance ,  and o f  law,  had become impor­

t a n t  in  England in  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  13th c e n t u r y ,  under Edward I .  

Basic to  t h e  changes  were t h e  f i n a n c i a l  needs o f  a government in  a t ime 

when a r i s i n g  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  had made a c t i v i t i e s  o f  both  war and 

peace more c o s t l y .  The o ld  system o f  t a x a t i o n  was not  adequa te  t o  meet 

t h e  expenses  o f  t h e  Crown, and in  t h e  k i n g ' s  need t o  o b t a i n  t h e  c o l l a b ­

o r a t i o n  o f  h i s  non-feuda l  s u b j e c t s  t o  i n i t i a t e  e x t r a  methods o f  t a x a ­

t i o n ,  t h e  towns were t o  be a f f e c t e d .  The more im por tan t  towns had paid 

f i x e d  lump sums, " f a rm s ,"  which were t o  c o n t in u e  under  t h e  new system 

o f  t a x a t i o n ,  and th e y  had a l s o  pa id  from t im e  t o  t ime o c c a s io n a l  t a x e s  

( " g i f t s "  o r  " a i d s " )  which had come t o  be known as t a l l a g e s .  Those t a l ­

l a g e s ,  produced by "rough and ready  ba rg a in in g  and a s s e s s m e n t , "  a c c o rd ­

ing  t o  Susan Reynolds,  had te nded  t o  become f ix e d  a t  cus tomary t o t a l s ,  

but  from 1275 t a l l a g e  gave way to  new p a r l i a m e n ta ry  t a x e s  which were
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paid from 1294 a t  a h ighe r  r a t e  in  towns than  in r u r a l  a r e a s ,  i . e .  n o r ­

m al ly  a t e n t h  i n s t e a d  o f  a f i f t e e n t h .  The l i s t  o f  towns paying a t  t h e  

h ig h e r  r a t e ,  as  well as  th e  l i s t  o f  boroughs sending  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  

p a r l i a m e n t —a t  f i r s t  t h e  two l i s t s  sometimes v a r i e d  s i i g h t l y — became 

im p o r t a n t .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  between th e  town having f u l l  borough s t a t u s  

and t h e  l e s s e r  market  town was t h e r e f o r e  being drawn more s h a r p ly  by 

t h e  royal  government as well as  by t h e  boroughs themselves.^®

The 13 th  c e n t u r y  a l s o  engendered a deve lop ing  sense  o f  community 

which would e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d  t o  the  idea  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  S e a l s ,  a 

symbol o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  i d e n t i t y ,  began to  be used as e a r l y  as  1191 in  

Oxford:  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  raven s e a l ,  f i r s t  used by th e  tow n 's  c h i e f

o f f i c e r  even be fo re  C o lc h e s t e r  became a borough in 1198,  was very  pos­

s i b l y  used as a borough sea l  from an e a r l y  d a t e .  A lso ,  w r i t e s  G. H. 

M ar t in ,  r e g u l a r  w r i t t e n  memoranda "marked an im por tan t  s t a g e  in  a com­

m u n i t y ' s  p rog re s s  towards c o r p o r a t e n e s s . "  The burgesses  o f  C o lc h es te r  

began t o  document t h e i r  b us ines s  a f f a i r s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  in  t h e  l a t e  

13th  and e a r l y  14th c e n t u r i e s .  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  f i r s t  s u rv iv in g  c o u r t  r o l l  

d a t e s  from 1311,  a l though  t h e r e  a r e  t r a c e s  o f  e a r l i e r  ones .  Each c o u r t  

r o l l  from t h e  C o lc h e s te r  c o u r t ,  r e c o rd in g  t h e  b u s ines s  o f  one y e a r  from 

Michaelmas (September 29) to  Michaelmas, c o n s i s t s  o f  some 20 to  30 

c l o s e l y  w r i t t e n  membranes, parchment sk in s  each 2 o r  3 f e e t  long .  In 

t h e  e a r l y  14th  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  borough o f f i c i a l s  o f  C o lc h e s te r  a l s o  began 

two books o f  r eco rd s  which s u rv iv e  to d a y ,  t h e  Red Paper Book and t h e  

Oath Book, a l s o  known as the  Red Parchment Book. Some o f  t h e  e n t r i e s  

reco rd  in fo rm a t io n  going back to  t h e  l a t e  13 th  c e n t u r y .  Contained in 

t h e  two books a r e  l i s t s  o f  o f f i c e r s  and o f  new b u rg e s s e s ,  j u d i c i a l  p r e ­

c e d e n t s ,  a c h r o n i c l e  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  h i s t o r y ,  some deeds and w i l l s ,  a
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summary o f  t h e  c o u r t  r o l l s ,  and in t h e  Oath Book t h e  o a th s  o f  o f f i c e  to

be taken  by borough o f f i c i a l s .  E n t r i e s  in  t h e  Red Paper Book con t inued

through  th e  mid-16th  c e n t u r y ,  and t h e  Oath Book was used up to  t h e  18th  
27c e n t u r y .

The develop ing  sense  o f  community,  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  concern  

f o r  documentat ion  as well  a s  t h e  need f o r  a to w n ' s  more p r e c i s e  d e f i ­

n i t i o n  under th e  law o f  t h e  Crown, worked t o g e t h e r  t o  h e lp  deve lop  th e  

idea o f  formal i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a town. According t o  M a i t l a n d ,  t h e  

idea  o f  t h e  body c o r p o r a t e  came through  th e  c a n o n i s t s  who developed  th e  

t h e o ry  t h a t  th e  body c o r p o r a t e  i s  a f i c t i t i o u s  person and owes i t s  p e r ­

s o n a l i t y  to  some a c t  o f  sove re ign  power. The e a r l y  budding o f  t h e  idea 

can be seen in  t h e  summons o f  Edward I o f  men from s h i r e s  and boroughs 

to  p r e s e n t  themselves  a t  W es tm ins te r ,  b r in g i n g  w i th  them " f u l l  and s u f ­

f i c i e n t  power [ plenam e t  s u f f i c i e n t e m  p o te s t a t e m l  from t h e i r  com­

m u n i t i e s  so t h a t  t h e  b u s in es s  a t  h a n d - - th e  development o f  a new tax  

sys tem—might not  be he ld  up th rough  l a c k  o f  such power. Edward I 

wanted members in  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  who would be a b l e  t o  bind t h e  communi­

t i e s  from which th e y  had come t o  w hateve r  t h e  genera l  counsel  o f  king 
28

and realm dec ided .  L a t e r ,  t h e  idea  o f  t h e  body c o r p o r a t e  bore i t s

l e g a l  h a r v e s t  in  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  which came e v e n t u a l l y  th rough  th e

royal  c h a r t e r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  royal  c h a r t e r  gave formal ex p re s s io n  to

what had developed in p r a c t i c e  long be fo re  in some towns ,  C o lc h e s te r  
29

among them. For example ,  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  c a p a c i t y  o f  London was so 

taken  f o r  g ran te d  t h a t  London d id  n o t  a ch ie v e  formal i n c o r p o r a t i o n  un­

t i l  1608. For most towns,  however,  formal i n c o r p o r a t i o n  was more n ec ­

e s s a r y ,  and th e  15th c e n t u r y  became t h e  " c l a s s i c "  age o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ;  

by t h e  16 th  and 17th c e n t u r i e s  i t  was common form. Though f o r  a long
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t ime having been in  e ssence  a body c o r p o r a t e ,  C o lc h e s te r  came t o  formal 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  in  a c h a r t e r  g ran te d  by Edward IV in  1462 which s t a t e d  

" t h a t  th e  b a i l i f f s  and burgesses  . . . should f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r e v e r  be 

one p e rp e tu a l  body and commonalty in  name and in  deed ,  and have p e r ­

pe tua l  s u c c e s s io n  . . . capa b le  o f  purchas ing  lands  and te nem en ts ,  to  

hold to  them and t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  f o r e v e r . T h e  annual  r e n t s  pa id  by 

t e n a n t s  on c o r p o r a t e l y  owned p ro p e r ty  were a s i g n i f i c a n t  source  o f  i n ­

come f o r  t h e  borough.

As well a s  formal i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  one o t h e r  im por tan t  l i b e r t y  had 

come to  C o lc h e s t e r  in  i t s  c h a r t e r s  o f  t h e  15th c e n t u r y .  An in c r e a s e  

in  i t s  j u d i c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  came with  t h e  c h a r t e r  g ran te d  by Henry VI 

in  1447,  when C o lc h e s t e r  was g ran ted  a permanent  commission o f  th e  

peace t o  be held by i t s  b a i l i f f s  and fo u r  o t h e r  men, w i th  as f u l l  power 

and a u t h o r i t y  as  t h e  j u s t i c e s  had in  any o t h e r  county  o r  p la c e  in  Eng­

la n d .  The system o f  t h e  j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  peace had developed on th e  

county  l e v e l ,  so having t h e i r  own commission o f  th e  peace was to  Col­

c h e s t e r  a n o t h e r  mark o f  t h e i r  s t a t u s  as an independent  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  

k ing .  Upon r e c e i v i n g  th e  permanent commission o f  t h e  peace in  1447,  

t h e  town dec ided  t h a t  t h e  f o u r  J . P . ' s ,  l i k e  t h e  b a i l i f f s ,  would be 

chosen o n ly  from th e  ranks o f  t h e  a ldermen ,  t h u s  s t r e n g t h e n in g  th e  

power o f  t h e  governing o l i g a r c h y  in  C o l c h e s t e r . W h e n  speaking  o f  th e  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  borough c o u r t  o r  o f  t h e  j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  peace in 

C o l c h e s t e r ,  however,  we must bear  in  mind t h a t  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o r p o r a t i o n  extended on ly  o ve r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  borough and i t s  

l i b e r t i e s  who had no o t h e r  l o r d ;  some independent  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  r e ­

mained,  such as t h a t  which t h e  abbo t  o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  monastery had over 

t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  abbey l a n d s .  A lso ,  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t  o f  t h e
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Bishop o f  London and h i s  archdeacon e x e r c i s e d  c e r t a i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  though

i t  was sometimes cha l lenged  by th e  b u rg e s s e s ,  who were ready  and eager

to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  autonomy w i th in  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Not even an a l ­

derman was al lowed  t o  i n f r i n g e  on th e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  borough c o u r t ;  in  

1511 Alderman William Benet was f in e d  a h e f ty  sum, k5 ,  f o r  b r ing ing  

in t o  th e  town a sc r ip tum s ea le d  with  th e  p r iv y  seal  o f  th e  Lord King, 

so t h a t  he might  implead a c e r t a i n  f e l low  burgess  " o u t s id e  t h e  Lord 

King' s  c o u r t  o f  t h e  town, in  d e ro g a t io n  o f  th e  whole l i b e r t y  and con­

t r a r y  to  t h e  la u d a b le  customs o f  t h e  same town."^^

To be a f r e e  burgess  o f  C o lc h e s te r  meant ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  one had th e  

j u d i c i a l  r i g h t —and d u t y ! —not to  plead o u t s i d e  the  bounds o f  th e  

borough c o u r t  ( though e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and royal  power put  some l i m i t s  on 

t h i s  r i g h t ) .  A t t a i n i n g  t h e  freedom o f  t h e  borough brought o t h e r  bene­

f i t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  economic p r i v i l e g e s .  We moderns a r e  a t t u n e d  to  t a l k ­

ing o f  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  when we speak o f  freedom, but  as  Susan Reynolds

has po in ted  o u t ,  t h e  medieval  townsmen probably  saw b u rg e s s - s h ip  l e s s  

in  terms o f  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  than  o f  p r i v i l e g e s  in t r a d e  and law t o  be 

enjoyed by th e  members o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  body. In C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e r e  

were 3 ways by which one became a f r e e  burgess :  1) by a seven y e a r s

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  with  a f r e e  b u rg e s s ,  a t  t h e  end paying a s e t  f e e  t o  th e

town; 2) by being a son or  a grandson o f  a f r e e  bu rgess ;  3) by paying
33a sum o f  money t o  t h e  borough.  An oa th  was taken  upon admiss ion to  

t h e  freedom o f  t h e  borough, w ith  th e  promise to  be f a i t h f u l  to  t h e  king 

and to  m a in ta in  and promote t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  borough.  In r e t u r n  t h e  

burgess  became p a r t  o f  the  c o r p o r a t e  freedom from e x t e r n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  

such as t h a t  which magnates o r  t h e  s h e r i f f  o f  th e  county might  t r y  to  

impose; he had c e r t a i n  t r a d i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  and freedom from many custom
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payments,  as  well as  th e  im por tan t  r i g h t  o f  f r e e  t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  o f  

l a n d  in  th e  borough. He had th e  r i g h t  t o  p a s t u r e  an imals  on th e  common 

lands  and probab ly  had some say in  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  

p rocess  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  town o f f i c i a l s ,  as  well as  having th e  

j u d i c i a l  r i g h t s  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d .3* Many "un f ree"  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  how­

e v e r ,  ach ieved  e f f e c t i v e  freedom a t  common law j u s t  by l i v i n g  in  t h e  

town, though not  having th e  s t a t u s  and p r i v i l e g e s  d e f in e d  in  t h e  f r e e ­

dom o f  t h e  borough,  but i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  C o lc h e s t e r  had an u n u s u a l ly  

high  p ro p o r t io n  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  who had th e  freedom o f  t h e  borough.

Town l i b e r t i e s  were no de fense  a g a i n s t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from t h e  

k in g ,  however, f o r  t h e i r  l i b e r t i e s  were by t h e  g race  and f a v o r  o f  th e  

k in g ,  and t h e  tow n 's  e x ec u t io n  o f  a number o f  d u t i e s  on t h e  k i n g ' s  be­

h a l f  were ex p ec ted .  As well as  paying t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  dues o f  t h e  

"borough farm" s e t  a t  4:35, some o f  t h e  l a r g e r  towns became involved  

in th e  assessm en t  and c o l l e c t i o n  o f  roya l  t a x e s ,  which was t h e  s i t u a ­

t i o n  in  C o lc h e s te r  in 1524-25.  Towns were t o  p rovide  duly  a t t e s t e d  i n ­

fo rmat ion  o f  v a r io u s  k inds to  t h e  c e n t r a l  government on demand, and 

th e y  were t o  suppress  any r i o t i n g  o r  d i s o r d e r  w i th in  t h e  town, as well 

as  he lp  t h e  king produce an army when the  enemy th r e a t e n e d  (o r  when the  

king wanted to  t h r e a t e n  an enemy!).  For example ,  in  King H enry ' s  a l l i ­

ance with  t h e  Emperor a g a i n s t  F rance ,  he asked  th e  b a i l i f f s  o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  in 1544 to  f u r n i s h  and supp ly  15 a b l e  fo o t  s o l d i e r s ,  t h r e e  o f  

them to  be a r c h e r s .  Too, t h e  boroughs were t o  send members to  p a r l i a ­

ment whenever one was c a l l e d ,  though t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  burgess  members 

was f o r  a long  t ime o n ly  a s u b o r d in a t e  one in  p a r i i a m e n t . ^ ^  Sometimes 

a town had to  e n t e r t a i n  r o y a l t y ,  as  C o lc h e s t e r  d id  in  1515 when 

C a th e r in e  o f  Aragon s topped  f o r  a n i g h t ' s  s t a y  in  C o lc h e s t e r  w hi le
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making a p i lg r im a g e  t o  Walsingham; upon her d e p a r t u r e  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  

t h e  borough gave th e  queen a purse  c o n t a i n i n g  t l O .  When Edward VI died 

in 1553,  t h e  town d e c l a r e d  f o r  Mary, in  o p p o s i t i o n  to  Lady Jane Grey,  

send ing  to  Mary some p r o v i s i o n s  a t  Framlingham and then  r e c e i v i n g  her  

as  a g u e s t  in  C o lc h e s t e r  when she was making he r  way t o  London, p r e ­

s e n t i n g  her  w i th  -k20 in  gold  and a cup o f  s i l v e r .

Not on ly  was t h e  tow n 's  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to 

t h e  royal  government c o s t l y ,  bu t  i n t e r n a l  expenses were m u l t i p l y i n g  in  

t h e  l a t e r  Middle Ages as  munic ipa l  o f f i c e s  in c r e a s e d  in  number and as  

c i v i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  mounted. A few o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  town, 

such as  t h e  r e c o r d e r  and th e  town c l e r k ,  had come t o  be s a l a r i e d ,  

though co m p a ra t iv e ly  few borough o f f i c e r s  were paid  a f u l l  wage. The i r  

jobs  were no t  w i th o u t  some com pensa t ion ,  however; in  t h e  14th c e n tu ry  

each b a i l i f f  r e c e iv e d  -k3 a y e a r  and a 30s .  r o b e ,  and in 1524 t h e  Red 

Paper Book no te s  t h a t  each b a i l i f f  was t o  r e c e i v e  t 4  10s .  Borough ex ­

penses  had a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  as  pav ing and p roper  d ra in a g e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t s  

came to  be a conce rn  and as  more p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and p la c e s  had to  be 

m a in t a i n e d ,  such a s ,  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e  moot h a l l ,  w harves ,  th e  market  

a r e a ,  b r i d g e s ,  and town w a l l s .  A lso ,  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  channel  to  t h e  s e a ,  

th e  River Col n e ,  had to  be kept  f r e e  o f  o b s t r u c t i o n  and decaying  banks 

r e p a i r e d ,  a m a t t e r  r e q u i r i n g  a s p e c i a l  le vy  in  1548.  Ceremony i n ­

c r e a s e d  as w e l l ,  and c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  expenses  a l s o ;  as  Susan Reynolds 

p o in t s  o u t ,  t h e  Corpus C h r i s t i  and o t h e r  p lays  a t  C h e s t e r ,  Covent ry ,  

York, and e l sew here  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  r i c h  ceremonial  l i f e  which had d e v e l ­

oped in  many medieval  t o w n s . I n  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a 1559 presen tm ent a t  a 

law in q u e s t  h i n t s  a t  t h e  c o n t in u in g  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  ceremony, w ith  t h e  

proposed f i n i n g  o f  t h e  b a i l i f f s  and aldermen who d id  no t  wear t h e i r
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s c a r l e t  gowns and v e l v e t  t i p p e t s  a t  Michaelmas o r  on f a i r  days as had 

been accus tomed.*^

To pay t h e  expenses o f  t h e  borough,  C o lc h e s te r  re c e iv e d  i n t o  i t s  

c o f f e r s  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  f i n e s  from t h e  m arke t ,  t o l l s  on 

" f o r e i g n e r s "  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l l  in  the  C o lc h e s te r  m a rke t ,  and th e  

custom t o l l s  paid a t  t h e  town g a t e s  and t h e  town h a rb o r .  Of c o u r s e  the  

b a i l i f f s  and commonalty,  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  c h a r t e r ,  a l s o  had s o v e r ­

e i g n t y  o v e r  t h e  g a t h e r in g  o f  t a x e s  w i th in  t h e  borough.  Too, t h e  c o r ­

p o ra t i o n  had long  he ld  common p r o p e r t y ,  d a t in g  a t  l e a s t  from th e  

Domesday p e r io d ,  and th e y  were co n t in u in g  to  a c q u i r e  more in t h e  16th 

c e n t u r y ,  when Henry VIII  g r a n te d  to  C o lc h e s te r  a l a r g e  wood and heath  

f o r  klOO. W. G. Hoskins found t h a t  in  L e i c e s t e r  about  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  

to w n 's  revenue came from r e n t s  o f  p ro p e r ty  owned by the  borough,  and a 

l a r g e  p ro p o r t i o n  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  income undoubtedly  came from i t s  r en t s .  

Some o t h e r  m i sc e l l a n e o u s  so u rces  o f  revenue were e n t r y  dues paid by 

o u t s i d e r s  who wanted to  become f reemen,  f i n e s  c o l l e c t e d  from th o s e  

want ing exemption from p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  and p r o f i t s  from t h e  Col ne f i s h ­

e r y ,  esteemed f o r  i t s  f i n e  o y s t e r s  as  f a r  back as  th e  Roman occupa­

t i o n .* ^

B u i ld ing  on t h i s  b r i e f  su rvey  o f  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  o f  C o lc h es te r  and 

t h e  development o f  i t s  c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e ,  l e t  us t u rn  to  t h e  reco rds  

o f  e a r l y  Tudor C o lc h e s te r  f o r  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  governing body a t  t h a t  

t i m e ,  a n e c e s s a ry  p re lu d e  t o  ou r  l a t e r  exam inat ion o f  th e  e f f e c t  o f  

l a y  p i e t y  w i th i n  th e  borough.  U n fo r tu n a te ly  a l l  o f  t h e  C o lc h es te r  

c o u r t  r o l l s  from Henry V I I ' s  r e ig n  have been l o s t ,  but  t h e  bulk o f  the  

c o u r t  r o l l s  from t h e  l a t e r  Tudor r e ig n s  a r e  e x t a n t ,  so ou r  a n a l y s i s  o f
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t h e  governing s t r u c t u r e  w il l  p r i m a r i l y  begin with  Henry V I I I ' s  r e i g n .  

Each o f  th e  c o u r t  r o l l s  begins with  a l i s t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  b o r ­

ough,  and t h e  f i r s t  comple te c o u r t  r o l l  from Henry V I I I ' s  r e i g n ,  in  

1510-11,  l i s t s  t h e  fo l low ing  o f f i c e r s :  2 b a i l i f f s ,  a r e c o r d e r  or  l e q i s  

P e r i t u s , 4 j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  peace ,  10 a ldermen,  a c h am b er la in ,  2 c o ro ­

n e r s ,  4 c l a v i e r s  (key b e a r e r s ) ,  a c l e r k  o f  t h e  town, and 4 s e r j e a n t s -  

a t -mace ( see  Appendix 1 ) .  Not so many people a r e  invo lved  as f i r s t  

a p p e a r s ,  however; t h e  b a i l i f f s ,  J . P . ' s ,  c o r o n e r s ,  and two o f  th e  

c l a v i e r s  were a l l  a ldermen,  g iv in g  each o f  t h e  10 aldermen a second 

t i t l e .  A l i t t l e  i s  known about  th e  development o f  some o f  th o s e  o f ­

f i c e s ,  thanks  t o  t h e  Oath Book which r e c o rd s  a scheme f o r  re form in  

1372.  In t h a t  y e a r  i t  was dec ided  t h a t  abuses  by t h e  two b a i l i f f s  were 

t o  be checked by t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s e p a r a t e  r e c e i v e r s ,  l a t e r  c a l l e d  

c h am b er la in s ,  and a board o f  e i g h t  a u d i t o r s ,  whose names changed to  

aldermen sometimes b e fo re  1443.*^

Aldermen in  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r io d  ( see  Appendix 2) o f t e n  served  

f o r  l e n g th y  p e r i o d s ,  u s u a l l y  u n t i l  they  died  o r  were c l o s e  t o  d e a t h .

Of t h e  48 aldermen who se rved  dur ing  the  r e ig n s  o f  Henry V I I I ,  Edward 

VI,  and Mary, t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  alderman was held f o r  an average  o f  13 

y e a r s ,  w ith  4 o f  them s e rv in g  as  long as  33 and 34 y e a r s  each .*^  Ob­

v i o u s l y ,  t h e  tu rn o v e r  was not  r a p i d .  Of t h e  26 aldermen (o u t  o f  t h e  

48) whose dea th  d a t e s  we know, 13 d ied  in  o f f i c e  and 9 r e t i r e d  only  a 

y e a r  o r  two be fo re  d e a t h ,  s u g g e s t in g  i l l n e s s  o r  i n f i r m i t y .  Some un­

usual  c i rc um s tanc es  surrounded t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  two o f  t h e  f o u r  who 

l e f t  t h e  a ldermanic  o f f i c e  sev e ra l  y e a r s  b e fo re  t h e i r  d e a t h .  John 

C r i s tm as ,  t h e  younger son o f  a wea l thy  a lderman,  r e t i r e d ,  due a p p a r e n t ­

l y  t o  reduced f i n a n c i a l  c i rcum s tances  rev ea led  by th e  l a y  subs idy  o f
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1524-25,  and Cr istmas  became a member o f  t h e  Second C ounc i l ,  remaining 

on i t  f o r  t h e  7 y e a r s  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  and c a u s in g  t h a t  body suddenly  to  

ga in  unaccustomed im por tance ,  s i n c e  he was s t i l l  a C r i s tm a s ,  t h e  most 

powerful fam i ly  in  C o lc h e s te r  a t  t h a t  t im e .  Another o f  t h e  e a r l y  r e ­

t i r e e s ,  William Debenham, r e fu s e d  t h e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  3 y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .  

The c o u r t  r eco rd  g ive s  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  "crue l  and s e d i t i o u s  words" spo­

ken in  t h e  counc i l  chamber a g a i n s t  a f e l low  alderman whom he accused o f  

having h e r e t i c a l  r e l a t i v e s .  For th o s e  words and f o r  n o t  coming before  

t h e  b a i l i f f s  when commanded, Debenham was f i n e d  k5 and was imprisoned 

f o r  a t im e .**

In look ing  a t  t h e  tax  r o l l s  o f  C o lc h e s te r  which emerged from th e  

l a y  subs idy  o f  1524-25,  we f in d  t h a t  t h e  aldermen o f  t h a t  per iod  (see  

Table 1) were a l l  l i s t e d  as  having a t  l e a s t  t40  in  movable goods ,  and 

most o f  them had more.  By f a r  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  a lderman—and t h e  w e a l th ­

i e s t  b u rg e s s —was John C r i s tm a s ,  Esq. (nephew o f  th e  John Cristmas  

whose reduced f in a n c e s  seemingly  fo rced  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  t h a t  y e a r ) ,  with  

teOO in  1524;*® t h e  nex t  w e a l t h i e s t  had t l 4 0 .  Not a l l  who had t 4 0  

could be a ldermen,  s i n c e  t h e r e  were only  10 a ldermanic  p l a c e s ,  but  c e r ­

t a i n l y  every  one o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  bu rgesses  in  town, i . e .  t h o s e  with  

fclOO o r  more,  was an alderman.*® Wealth spoke lo ud ly  and c l e a r l y ,  and 

being a p a r t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  f am i ly  meant t h a t ,  as  an a lderm an ,  one 

se rved  o n ly  in  t h e  more p r e s t i g i o u s  o f f i c e s  o f  b a i l i f f  o r  j u s t i c e  o f  

t h e  peace ,  and not  in  t h e  l e s s e r  r o l e s  o f  c o ro n e r  o r  c l a v i e r .  Only 

once ,  in  1515-16,  do we have r e c o rd  o f  a Cris tmas  s e r v in g  in  t h e  l e s s e r  

o f f i c e s ,  and t h a t  was du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  on t h e  jo b  o f  John Cr istmas,  

E s q . ,  t h e  son o f  Alderman Thomas C r i s tm as .  With th e  dea th  d u r in g  th e  

y e a r  o f  1547-48 o f  t h e  same John C r i s tm a s ,  t h e  Cris tmas  fam i ly  removed
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T able  1

Wealth o f  Aldermen,  1524-1525

1524

1

1525

Bradman, John k80 80 marks
Cl e r e ,  John 120 k80
Coksale ,  John 44 40
C o l l e ,  John 40 80
C r is tm as ,  John,  S r . 18 18
C r is tm as ,  John,  Esq. 600 400
Flyngaun t ,  Thomas 140 80
Hamond, C h r i s t o p h e r ,  Gent . - 40
Jopson,  William 100 deceased
Lowthe, Ambrose 40 40
Mayken, John 80 80 marks
Neve, John 40 k40
N or the rn ,  Robert 66 40

 ̂ Based on t h e  l a y  s u b s id y  r o l l s ,  P.R.O. E l79 /108/162:  
El 79 /108/169.

i t s e l f  from a lde rm an ic  a f f a i r s ,  having moved s o c i a l l y  upward in t o  t h e  

g e n t ry  (with  some o f  them r e p r e s e n t i n g  C o lc h e s t e r  in  p a r l i a m e n t ) .  We 

then  w i tn e s s  a n o th e r  f a m i ly ,  t h e  S aye r s ,  g r a d u a l l y  t a k in g  t h e  dominant  

r o l e  in  borough a f f a i r s .  By 1552 George Sayer was c l e a r l y  a l e a d in g  

a lderm an,  and f o r  t h e  nex t  20 y e a r s  he d id  n o t  s e rv e  in  t h e  l e s s e r  a l ­

dermanic o f f i c e s ,  a l th o u g h  he had done so f r e q u e n t l y  in  h i s  f i r s t  13 

y e a r s  as  alderman.  J u s t  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  aldermen was 

s i g n i f i c a n t :  t h e  C r is tm ases  were a lmost  always l i s t e d  f i r s t ,  and th e

same l a t e r  became t r u e  o f  George Sayer .  Obviously t h e r e  was d e f i n i t e  

rank ing  among th e  a ldermen ,  even though t h e  to p  o f f i c e  o f  b a i l i f f
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changed every  y e a r .  On t h e  ave rage  t h e  aldermen served  as b a i l i f f  

every  5th  y e a r ,  with  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  g e n e r a l l y  s e rv in g  more f r e q u e n t l y . * ^  

N o t ic e a b le ,  t o o ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  aldermen in  1524 and 1525 a l l  

came from t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  James i n  t h e  East  Ward, where t h e  manufac­

t u r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  was c e n t e r e d .

The b a i l i f f s  and j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  peace were t h e  more im por tan t  a l ­

dermanic o f f i c e r s  because th e y  were th e  m a g i s t r a t e s  o f  t h e  borough,  

with t h e  b a i l i f f s  p r e s id i n g  over  t h e  borough c o u r t  and th e  j u s t i c e s  

s e rv in g  with  t h e  b a i l i f f s  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  commission o f  t h e  peace to  en ­

fo r c e  t h e  s t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  Crown. The b a i l i f f s ,  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  o f ­

f i c e ,  ranked w i th  e s q u i r e s ,  but  t h e i r  t a s k s  were not  j u s t  honorary .  

Besides p r e s id i n g  o ver  c o u r t s ,  th e y  must have s pen t  a l o t  o f  t ime s u ­

p e r v i s i n g  t r a d e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s ee ing  t h a t  someone e l s e  was doing th e  

su p e rv i s in g  p r o p e r l y .  There were markets  and f a i r s  to  ove r see  and 

s t a n d a rd s  o f  q u a l i t y  to  m a in t a i n .  The r e g u l a t i o n  o f  w eights  and mea­

su res  was even noted in  t h e  c h a r t e r  from th e  k in g ,  and some o f  t h e  most 

common f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  c o u r t  r e c o rd s  were t h e  a s s i z e s  o f  bread and a l e ,  

in  which bakers  and brewers were f i n e d  r e g u l a r l y .  The Red Paper Book 

reco rds  o rd inanc es  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  weaving and f u l l i n g  t r a d e s ,  as  well 

as  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  m a t t e r s  t h a t  t r a d e  o r  merchant  g u i l d s  handled in 

many o th e r  towns but  which in  C o lc h e s te r  f e l l  w i th in  t h e  purview o f  t h e

o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  borough.  Also ,  in  t imes  o f  s c a r c i t y ,  s u p p l i e s  o f  goods
4ft

and food had to  be a s s u r e d . T h e  job  o f  b a i l i f f  had i t s  dangerous 

s i d e ,  to o ;  in  December, 1516,  B a i l i f f  John Mayken, walking about  the  

town a t  n ig h t  w i th  a s e rg e a n t - a t -m a c e  in  o r d e r  t o  apprehend v a g r a n t s ,  

a r r e s t e d  2 men and was then  a s s a u l t e d  by 5 workmen who exc la im ed ,  "Down 

with t h e  b a i l i e ,  down with  him."*^
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The l e s s e r  a ldermanic  o f f i c e  o f  c o ro n e r  had in an e a r l i e r  pe r iod  

a more im por tan t  j u d i c i a l  f u n c t i o n  than  i t  held by th e  end o f  th e  15th 

c e n t u r y .  The c o r o n e r ' s  e a r l i e r  f u n c t i o n  was to  reco rd  s e r i o u s  crimes  

pending t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  royal  j u s t i c e s ,  and h is  d e c l i n e  came p a r t l y  

because t h e  peace commiss ioners  were a b l e  to  hold and de te rm ine  crown 

p l e a s ,  whereas t h e  c o ro n e r  had mere ly  reco rd ed  them.®® Every y e a r  two 

aldermen a l s o  served  in t h e  " l e s s e r "  o f f i c e  o f  c l a v i e r ,  o r  k e y - b e a re r ,  

along  w i th  two o t h e r  men who were u s u a l l y  from th e  Common Counci l .

More than  h a l f  the  t ime th e  non-a lde rmanic  c l a v i e r s  went on to  become 

aldermen,  sometimes s e rv in g  as c l a v i e r  f o r  3 o r  4 n o n - s u cces s iv e  yea rs  

b e fo re  r i s i n g  to  be an a lderman.  However, sons from alderman ic fami­

l i e s ,  who r o s e  more q u ic k ly  to  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a lderman,  u s u a l l y  by­

passed t h i s  s t e p .  The c l a v i e r s  held th e  keys o f  th e  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t  o f  

t h e  borough,  and t h e  c o u r t  r e c o rd s  o f  1524-25 g ive  us a ske tchy  p i c t u r e  

o f  t h e  c l a v i e r s .  Each o f  t h e  fo u r  c l a v i e r s  held a key,  with  th e  l a s t  

named man (a non-alderman) ho ld ing  "Master  C o k s a l l ' s  key ."  Coksall was 

one o f  t h e  b a i l i f f s  f o r  t h a t  year.®^

Several  h i s t o r i a n s  have noted t h a t  loca l  town government was 

seemingly always l e d  by t h e  w e a l t h i e r  c i t i z e n s ;  J u l i a n  C ornw a l l ' s  s tudy  

o f  market  towns us ing  th e  as ses sm en t  f i g u r e s  from t h e  1524-25 l a y  sub­

s id y  has shown, f o r  example,  t h a t  government was d e f i n i t e l y  by th e  more 

s u b s t a n t i a l  c i t i z e n s ,  w ith  t h e  to p  c i r c l e  o f  governance tend ing  to be 

a s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  o l i g a r c h y .  G. H. Martin has remarked t h a t  t h e  Eng­

l i s h  borough was governed by something l i k e  a p r i v a t e  c l u b ;  c e r t a i n l y  

i t  was t o  t h e  advantage  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  merchants  to  d i r e c t  the  a f ­

f a i r s  o f  t h e  town, and many o f  them no doubt enjoyed th e  p r e s t i g e  o f  

t h e i r  o f f i c e .  Fur therm ore ,  t h e i r  funds might be needed t o  s u b s i d i z e
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town a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  so i t  was no jo b  f o r  . the poorer  b u r g e s s e s .  The 

system o f  urban o l i g a r c h y  was s t r o n g l y  encouraged by th e  Tudor r u l e r s ,  

i t  seems, s i n c e  a s u b s e r v i e n t  o l i g a r c h y  gave t h e  Crown i n d i r e c t  control ' .  

We must no t  t h i n k ,  however, t h a t  o l i g a r c h y  n e c e s s a r i l y  im p l ie s  a f i rm ly  

c l o s e d  sys tem,  w ith  governance by only  a few f a m i l i e s  over  a long p e r i ­

od o f  t im e .  Although C o lc h e s t e r  was r u l e d  by an o l i g a r c h y  and had 

f a m i l i e s ,  such as th e  C r i s tm a s e s ,  C l e r e s ,  and S a y e r s ,  whose sons and 

grandsons  con t in u ed  to  he lp  govern ,  o t h e r  aldermen seemingly had no 

fam i ly  or  m arr iage  c o nnec t ions  t o  he lp  t h e m - - t h e i r  money was enough,  i t  

seems. Carl I .  Hammer has concluded t h a t  in  Oxford th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

government was moving toward a more a c c e s s i b l e ,  "porous" o l i g a r c h y ,  

and in  C o lc h e s te r  t h e r e  was a rough a t t e m p t  to  encourage a more "porous" 

o l i g a r c h y ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  a r i o t  a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  held on September 11, 

1514.  About 40 p e r s o n s ,  most  o f  them from a r e a s  o f  t h e  borough o u t s i d e  

o f  th e  town w a l l s ,  " tum ul tuous ly  and r i o t o u s l y  . . . made a s s a u l t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  b a i l i f f s  and o t h e r  t r u s t w o r t h y  men o f  t h e  Lord King . . . 

and o f f e r e d  th e  B a i l i f f s  d i v e r s  opprobr ious  and contumacious words and 

. . . impeded t h e  . . . e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s . "  The o n e - s id e d  d e s c r i p ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  comes from th e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  town in  a Session  o f  

th e  Peace,  so t h e  w e a l t h i e r  bu rgesses  e a s i l y  r e t a i n e d  power, though no 

doubt  with  some s c a ry  moments f o r  t h e  b a i l i f f s  when t h e i r  a t t e m p t  to  

a r r e s t  a c e r t a i n  John Dowe met w i th  a r i o t o u s  a s s a u l t  on th e  b a i l i f f s
C O

them se lves .

The e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  tow n 's  o f f i c e r s  occu r red  every  y e a r  in  t h e  

h a r v e s t  season  a t  Michaelmas,  which was a l s o  t h e  beginning  o f  t h e  o f ­

f i c i a l  borough y e a r .  In t h e  words o f  t h e  borough l e a d e r s  in  1514,  t h e  

e l e c t i o n s  were held "accord ing  t o  custom . . . used and approved from
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t ime beyond t h e  memory o f  man."®® The e l e c t o r a l  p rocess  began by th e  

choos ing by th e  commonalty o f  fou r  men who had never  been a lde rm en ,  one 

from each o f  t h e  f o u r  wards in  t h e  borough.  Those fou r  men in  t u r n  

each chose f i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  men from each  ward,  none o f  them an ex­

b a i l i f f ,  t o  make up a body o f  24 ,  who then  e l e c t e d  t h e  b a i l i f f s ,  r e ­

c o r d e r ,  J . P . ' s ,  a ldermen and cham b er la in .  Another body o f  24 men, p r e ­

sumably chosen in  t h e  same manner,  e l e c t e d  t h e  remain ing town o f f i c e r s :  

the  c o r o n e r s ,  c l a v i e r s ,  c l e r k  o f  t h e  town, and s e r j e a n t s .  A number o f  

th e  same men served  on both  e l e c t o r a l  b o d ie s .  In c e r t a i n  pe r iods  

( e s p e c i a l l y  1510-20,  1537-48,  1553-55) t h e  c o u r t  r eco rd  i s  very  c a r e fu l  

t o  l i s t  t h e  names o f  every  e l e c t o r .

To a s s i s t  in  governance ,  t h e  aldermen s e l e c t e d  a body o f  16 men, 

t h e  F i r s t  C o u n c i l , and then  a Second Council o f  16 men was s e l e c t e d  by 

th e  aldermen and t h e  F i r s t  Counc i l .  The Second Council was i n s t i t u t e d  

by th e  c h a r t e r  o f  1462,  com ple t ing  t h e  b a s ic  a rrangement which endured 

u n t i l  t h e  17th c e n t u r y .  The c o u n c i l s  and aldermen were t o  meet t o g e t h ­

e r  fou r  t imes  a y e a r ,  and i f  any o f  t h e  bu rgesses  had something t o  p ro ­

pose ,  th e y  were to  d e l i v e r  i t  t o  t h e  b a i l i f f s  in w r i t i n g ,  to  which they  

would r e c e i v e  an answer a t  t h e  next  assembly .  As d e s c r ib e d  by th e  

c h a r t e r  o f  King Edward IV in  1462,  t h e  two c o u n c i l s  were t o  make " r e a ­

sonab le  o rd in a n c e s  and c o n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  advan tage  amd government 

o f  th e  borough and put  them in  e x e c u t io n ;  and l i k e w i s e  a l t e r  and revoke 

them whenever they  should  t h i n k  i t  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .  A lso ,  t h a t  th e y  

might  a s s e s s  re a s o n a b le  t a x e s ,  o r  t a l l a g e s ,  upon th e  goods,  r e n t s ,  

t r a d e s ,  and m erchand ises ,  o f  a l l  pe rsons"  dw e l l ing  w i th in  t h e  borough,  

compell ing such as r e fu s e d  to  pay ( i f  need be) by a r r e s t  and im pr ison­

ment w i thou t  any o b s t r u c t i o n  from t h e  King o r  h i s  o f f i c e r s . " ® *  In



93

p r a c t i c e  t h e r e  were d e v i a t i o n s  from t h e  c h a r t e r ;  f o r  example,  t h e  c h a r ­

t e r  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were to  be fou r  men from each ward on each 

o f  t h e  c o u n c i l s ,  bu t  a c l o s e  a n a l y s i s  shows a numerical  dominance on 

t h e  c o u n c i l s  from t h e  r i c h e r  Eas t  and Head Wards, j u s t  as  men from 

th o s e  same wards dominated t h e  a lderm an ic  group.  A lso ,  t h e r e  seemed to  

be va ry ing  p e r io d s  o f  importance  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l s ,  i f  we can judge  by 

t h e  i n c l u s i o n  in  t h e  c o u r t  r e c o rd s  o f  membership l i s t s .  The F i r s t  

Council was always l i s t e d ,  w ith  t h e  c u r io u s  ex ce p t io n  o f  a decade ,  the  

1 5 4 0 ' s ,  whereas t h e  Second Council seemed to  be n o n - e x i s t e n t  f o r  s eve ra l  

y e a r s ,  suddenly  g a in in g  importance  in  1526 when Alderman John Cristmas  

r e t i r e d  as  alderman and took a p la c e  on t h e  Second Counc i l ,  g iv in g  t h a t  

counc i l  prominence f o r  t h e  nex t  n in e  years.®® Normally c o u n c i l s  were 

seemingly  t h e  t r a i n i n g  ground f o r  f u t u r e  a lderm en ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  th o s e  

who were "on th e  r i s e ; "  i f  one came from an a lderm an ic  f a m i ly ,  h is  

t e n u r e  on t h e  c o u n c i l s  was u s u a l l y  o f  s h o r t e r  d u r a t i o n .  Compared with  

c o u n c i l s  in  towns such as  York and Oxford,  C o l c h e s t e r ’ s counci l  seems 

t o  have been more dominated by t h e  aldermen and t h e r e f o r e  more e l i t i s t  

and l e s s  d em o cra t i c .  The o ccu p a t io n a l  sp read  o f  councilman was c e r ­

t a i n l y  more r e s t r i c t e d  than in York o r  Oxford,  where b u t c h e r s ,  b a k e r s ,  

and t a i l o r s  had s i z a b l e  r ep re s en ta t io n .® ®

The o f f i c e  o f  cham ber la in  a l s o  se rved  as a p o s s i b l e  s tep p in g  

s to n e  t o  a lde rm an ic  o f f i c e ,  w i th  a lmost  h a l f  o f  t h o s e  s e rv in g  as cham­

b e r l a i n s  d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  from 1510 t o  1558 going on to  become aldermen. 

Almost a l l  a ldermen ,  t h e n ,  had a t  one t ime se rved  as ch a m b e r la in s ,  a l ­

though t h e r e  were some e x c e p t i o n s ,  such as th o s e  who were sons o f  a l ­

dermen o r  th o s e  who had se rved  as non-a ldermanic  c l a v i e r s  more than  

once .  A pparen tly  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  cham ber la in  was c o s t l y ,  f o r  a number
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were w i l l i n g  to  pay a 40s .  f i n e  (which rose  to  fc3 6 s .  8d.  in  1542) to  

avoid  o f f i c e .  To r e f u s e ,  however,  meant t h a t  one had no am b i t i o n ,  o r  

r e s o u rc e s  pe rh ap s ,  f o r  h ig h e r  o f f i c e  in  t h e  borough.  However, t h e  un­

u s u a l l y  l a r g e  number o f  r e f u s a l s  d u r ing  Mary's r e i g n  were seemingly  

l e s s  o f  a l i a b i l i t y  than  usual  f o r  f u t u r e  o f f i c e  h o l d e r s . A g a i n  i n ­

d i c a t i n g  t h e  heavy expenses  incumbent upon t h e  ch a m b e r la in ,  t h e  o f f i c e  

was th e  on ly  one in  th e  borough which was he ld  f o r  on ly  one y e a r  in 

o n e ' s  l i f e t i m e .  The o n c e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e  n a tu re  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  p o s s i b ly  

helped  t o  r e g u l a t e  c o r r u p t i o n ,  s in c e  t h e  cham ber la in  was t h e  c h i e f  f i ­

nanc ia l  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  borough.  According t o  M a i t lan d ,  t h e  cham ber la in  

probab ly  r e c e iv e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  r e v e n u e s ,  a l ­

though t h e  b a i l i f f s  would s t i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  p a r t  o f  

t h e  revenue and o u t  o f  i t  making the  f ee - f a rm  r e n t  o f  t h e  town. The 

cham ber la in  was a p p a r e n t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  spending some o f  t h e  r e v e ­

nues on c i v i c  b u s i n e s s ,  which e n t a i l e d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  works and 

main tenance  o f  t h e  p ro p e r ty  be long ing  t o  t h e  borough; i n d i c a t i n g  th e  

complexity  o f  t h e  j o b ,  some towns such as  York and Worces ter  s p l i t  t h e  

d u t i e s  o f  cham ber la in  among s e v e ra l  men.®® A touchy p o i n t  in Col­

c h e s t e r  was t h e  r e p a i r  o f  b r i d g e s ,  and t h e  cham ber la ins  were r e p e a t e d l y  

c i t e d  f o r  f a i l i n g  to  handle t h a t  d u ty .

A d i f f e r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o b ta in e d  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d e r  and 

t h e  town c l e r k ,  both  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l a w y e r s ,  who probably  drew a r e g u l a r  

f e e  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  borough,  a l though  th e y  would have had 

o t h e r  sources  o f  income. The c h i e f  l e g a l  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  borough,  t h e  

r e c o r d e r  o r  l e g i s  p e r i t u s . was one o f  t h e  seven J . P . ' s  o f  t h e  borough 

and was, accord ing  t o  Edward IV 's  c h a r t e r ,  always supposed t o  be p r e s ­

en t  a t  a s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  peace .  In 1514,  t h e  r e c o r d e r  was a l s o
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d e s c r ib e d  as  a j u s t i c e  fo r  gaol d e l i v e r y .  At t h e  beg inn ing  o f  Henry 

V I I I ' s  r e i g n ,  t h e  o f f i c e  was he ld  by a k n i g h t .  S i r  James Hoberd,  and i t  

con t in u ed  to  be held in  l a t e r  y e a r s  by i n f l u e n t i a l  members o f  t h e  gen­

t r y ,  some even o f  n a t io n a l  im por tance  such as Richard Ryche who became 

C o l c h e s t e r ' s  r e c o r d e r  in  1532,  s e r v in g  in t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  1544,  d u r ­

ing which t ime he was kn igh ted  and ap p o in te d  S o l i c i t o r  G en e ra l ,  p r o s e ­

c u t i n g  in t h e  t r e a s o n  t r i a l s  o f  Bishop John F i s h e r  and S i r  Thomas More. 

An a c t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  o f  Thomas Cromwell in c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  

o f  t h e  m o n a s t e r i e s ,  Ryche was a p p o in ted  Lord C h an ce l lo r  o f  England in 

1547.  Eminent r e c o r d e r s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  in  t h e  l a t e r  Tudor pe r iod  were 

S i r  F ranc is  Walsingham, a n o t h e r  a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  and 

S i r  Robert  Cecil ( l a t e r  Earl o f  S a l i s b u r y ) ,  t o  whom a b a i l i f f  d e s c r ib e d  

C o l c h e s t e r ' s  r e c o r d e r  as being  a "pa t ro n  o r  r a t h e r  p a r e n t  o f  t h i s  

society."®®

The c l e r k  o f  t h e  town a l s o  s u p p l i e d  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  w i th  l e g a l  

ad v ic e  and ,  u n l i k e  t h e  r e c o r d e r ,  was r e s i d e n t  in  t h e  borough,  t h e r e f o r e  

p la y in g  a much l a r g e r  r o l e  in  t h e  everyday a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  town. His 

j o b  was to  keep th e  c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  but  he was no o r d i n a r y  c l e r k ,  always 

being one o f  th e  l o c a l  g e n t ry  or  a t  l e a s t  having c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  t h e  

l e a d in g  burgess  f a m i ly .  For example ,  Will iam Teye,  G e n t . ,  who was town 

c l e r k  from 1510 to  1514 and from a lo c a l  g e n t ry  f a m i ly ,  had m a r r i ed  

Anastace  C r i s tm a s ,  t h e  d augh te r  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  burgess  in  C o l c h e s t e r .  

T ey e ' s  s u c c e s s o r ,  Thomas Audley,  G e n t . ,  was a c o u s in  o f  t h e  Cris tmas  

f a m i l y ,  and i t  was Audley who became famous as s u c c e s s o r  t o  S i r  Thomas 

More as Lord C hance l lo r  o f  England in  1533,  one y e a r  a f t e r  r e s i g n i n g  

h i s  p o s t  as  town c l e r k  o f  C o l c h e s t e r .  Mrs. J .  R. Green a s s e r t s  t h a t  

t h e  town c l e r k  in  t h e  l a t e  medieval  pe r io d  was to  t h e  lo c a l  government
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what two c e n t u r i e s  e a r l i e r  t h e  t r a i n e d  l a y  lawyers  had been to  t h e  c e n ­

t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  "From mere s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  as  a s c h o l a r  

and l i n g u i s t ,  an accompli shed law yer ,  something o f  a h i s t o r i a n  and an 

a n t i q u a r y ,  a s k i l l e d  a c c o u n t a n t ,  a s c r i b e  t r a i n e d  to  f i n e r  penmanship 

and more ex a c t  views o f  s p e l l i n g  than  th e  o r d i n a r y  c o u n c i l l o r ,  o r  even 

than  th e  mayor h im s e l f ,  t h e  c l e r k  must have e x e rc iz e d  an easy  i n t e l l e c ­

tu a l  supremacy.  Respons ib le  on ly  t o  th e  mayor, ho ld ing  h i s  p o s t  y e a r  

a f t e r  y e a r  in  p e r f e c t  s e c u r i t y ,  he remained among t h e  changing o f f i c e r s  

about  him a permanent f o r c e ,  a municipal  c h a n c e l l o r  in  whom was embod­

ied  a con t inuous  t r a d i t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and a f ix e d  j u r i s p r u ­

dence."®®

The workings o f  th e  law c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  development o f  a 

s a l a r i e d  bu reauc racy  in  t h e  town, not  on ly  in  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  t h e  town 

lawyers  and r e c o rd  k e e p e r s ,  bu t  in  t h e  payment o f  20s .  a y e a r  and l i v ­

ery  having a va lue  o f  10s .  to  th e  fo u r  s e r j e a n t s - a t - m a c e ,  whose du ty  

was to  a s s i s t  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  and t h e i r  c o u r t s  w ith  t h e  e x ec u t io n  o f  

summonses and a r r e s t s  and with  t h e  em panell ing  o f  ju r i e s .® ^

An o cc a s io n a l  o f f i c e  r e q u i r i n g  payment was t h a t  o f  burgess  mem­

ber  o f  p a r l i am e n t  whenever a p a r l i a m e n t  was c a l l e d .  The Red Paper Book 

g ives  a f a s c i n a t i n g  gl impse o f  methods o f  payment to  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  

burgesses  who were members o f  t h r e e  o f  Henry V I I ' s  e a r l y  p a r l i a m e n t s .  

The burgesses  were paid th e  s t a n d a rd  wage o f  2 s .  a day ,  which could 

mount up to  a s i z a b l e  sum. For t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  which opened on January  

15,  1489, Alderman Thomas Cr istmas  was owed k l7  1 6 s . ,  w ith  h i s  f e l l o w  

M.P. ,  Alderman Thomas Jopson ,  having f o r  some reason  a l e s s e r  sum,

4 1 3 ,  owed him. An agreement f o r  t h e  payments was made whereby Cris tmas  

was r e l e a s e d  from h a l f  o f  th e  annual r e n t  owed to  t h e  Corpora t ion  fo r
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t h e  corn and f u l l i n g  m i l l s  which Cr is tmas  had b u i l t  on c o r p o r a t i o n  

p r o p e r t y ,  w ith  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e n t  going to  pay f e l l o w  M.P. 

Jopson ,  each r e c e i v i n g  26s .  8d.  a n n u a l ly  so t h a t  th e y  would be paid 

over  a pe r iod  o f  s e v e ra l  y e a r s .  Also r eco rded  in  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  Red 

Paper Book i s  a unique  accoun t  o f  t h e  1485 P ar l i am en t  by th e  two bur­

ge s s e s  from C o l c h e s t e r ,  Thomas Cr is tm as  and John V er tu e .  T he i r  account ,  

pu b l i sh e d  a g a in  in 1980, i s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  accoun t  to  be w r i t t e n  by mem­

bers  o f  t h e  Commons, and a l s o  t h e  e a r l i e s t  one w r i t t e n  in  t h e  English  

la nguage .  Thei r  accoun t  mentions one o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w hi le  a t  West­

m i n s t e r ,  i . e .  paying C o l c h e s t e r ' s  f e e  farm to  t h e  Exchequer.  The Red 

Paper Book a l s o  g ives  one example o f  an e l e c t i o n  o f  M . P . ' s .  In 1523 

th e  b a i l i f f s  c a l l e d  t h e  a ldermen ,  b u rg e s s e s ,  and common counc i l  to  th e  

m o o th a l l .  a t  which assembly  an a lderman,  Ambrose Lowthe, and t h e  town 

c l e r k ,  Thomas Audley,  were e l e c t e d  a s  M . P . ' s .  We have no i n d i c a t i o n  

as  to  how dem ocra t ic  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a c t u a l l y  was.  In t h e  nex t  pa r l i am e n t  

o f  1529, which was to  become t h e  famous Reformation P a r l i am en t  whose 

speaker  was C o lc h e s t e r  Town Clerk  Thomas Audley,  we f i n d  an example o f  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  from th e  g r e a t  man n e a r e s t  C o l c h e s t e r ,  the  Earl o f  Oxford.  

The c o u r t  r o l l s  o f  1529-30 no te  t h e  admission  o f  two men to  t h e  freedom 

o f  t h e  borough so t h a t  th e y  might  s e rve  a s  M .P . ' s  from C o lc h e s te r .  

However, one o f  them, Richard  Antony,  G e n t . ,  who was born in  Devonshire,  

r e s ig n e d  h i s  o f f i c e  as M.P. " a t  t h e  s p e c ia l  r e q u e s t "  o f  th e  Earl o f  

Oxford so t h a t  Richard Ryche,  G e n t . ,  "one o f  t h e  counc i l  o f  t h e  a f o r e ­

s a id  Earl o f  Oxford" might  become th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from Colches te r .®^ 

R e p re s e n ta t i o n  in  t h e  House o f  Commons had become f ix e d  a t  two 

members f o r  every  county  and two f o r  every  c i t y  and borough,  bu t  with 

an i n c r e a s e  in t h e  number o f  towns r e p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e  number o f  burgess
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members o f  pa r l i am e n t  l i k e w i s e  i n c re a s e d ;  Henry V I I I ' s  f i r s t  p a r l i am e n t  

had 224 borough members whereas E l i z a b e t h ' s  f i r s t  p a r l i a m e n t  had 308 

borough members. The in c r e a s i n g  numerical  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  bu rgesses  in 

pa r l i am e n t  was no t  r e a l i z e d  in  p r a c t i c e ,  however, f o r  t h e  landed  g e n t ry  

had " cap tu red"  t h e  boroughs and with  them t h e  House o f  Commons. Most 

towns owed some a l l e g i a n c e  to  a g r e a t  man or  house,  and t h e  town o l i ­

garchy o f t e n  found i t  advantageous to  p la ce  one or  both o f  t h e i r  b o r ­

ough s e a t s  a t  t h e i r  " p a t r o n ' s "  d i s p o s a l .  Doing so meant t h a t  th e  town 

probab ly  did  not  have to  pay t h e  s t a t u t o r y  wages o f  2 s .  a day to t h e  

gentleman-member,  and as  well a s  ga in in g  th e  good w i l l  o f  t h e i r  p a t ro n ,  

th e y  ob ta ined  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  who probab ly  had more i n f l u e n c e  than 

one o f  t h e i r  own burgesses  would have had.  The Earl o f  Oxford,  from 

t h e  endur ing  DeVere fam i ly  o f  Norman d e s c e n t ,  owned e x t e n s i v e  p ro p e r ­

t i e s  in  th e  Lexden and Tendring Hundreds which ad jo in ed  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and 

a l though  we see l i t t l e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  Earl o f  Oxford on t h e  i n t e r n a l  

governance o f  C o lc h e s t e r ,  George Rickword has noted t h e  heavy i n f l u e n c e  

o f  th e  16th Earl on t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  C o lc h e s te r  M .P . ' s  from 1547 and 

in t o  the  1 5 7 0 ' s ,  when many "gentlemen" members r e p r e s e n t e d  C o lc h e s t e r .  

Some o f  t h e  M .P . ' s  were from t h e  g e n t ry  around C o lc h e s t e r ;  o t h e r s  l i v e d  

f a r t h e r  a f i e l d .  For example,  M.P. F ranc is  Jobson ,  Knight (grandson o f  

Alderman Thomas Jopson ,  who was M.P. in 1489 and 1491) ,  who f i r s t  

served  in  t h e  1553 p a r l i a m e n t ,  l i v e d  w i th in  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  C o lc h es te r  

a t  Monkwick H a l l ,  whereas M.P. Henry Gold ing ,  E s q u i r e ,  who had th e  

unique  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  having a h a l f - s i s t e r  who was t h e  second wife o f  

t h e  16th  Earl o f  Oxford,  was from a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  Essex.®®

This then  i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  governance o f  t h e  borough,  the  

development o f  c e n t u r i e s  o f  community l i f e  in  C o lc h e s te r  and in England.
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The borough s t r u c t u r e  may seem f a r  removed from th e  s u b j e c t  o f  l ay  

p i e t y ,  bu t  two g i f t s  o f  land  made by th e  c o r p o r a t i o n  in  1515-16 remind 

us o f  t h e  in te rw e av ing  o f  t h e  borough and r e l i g i o n .  A g r a n t  o f  land 

was made to  S t .  Anne's H osp i ta l  " f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  th e  town," 

and a n o t h e r  g r a n t  o f  la nd  to  t h e  Holy Cross P r i o r y ,  provided  t h a t  th e  

P r i o r  o f  Holy Cross should  c e l e b r a t e  y e a r l y  "de s k a la  c e l i " on Monday 

a f t e r  Hokeday (an im por tan t  day in  t h e  borough c o u r t s ) ,  "pro s a l u t a r i  

p r o s p e r i t a t e  v i l l e ." Economic p r o s p e r i t y ,  f o r  which th e y  p rayed ,  was 

o f t e n  a v i t a l  f a c t o r  in t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  deeper  l a y  r e l i g i o u s  

s p i r i t ,  and so t h e  economy o f  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l  nex t  be c o n s id e re d .

S e c t io n  3: Economy

S ince  medieval r e l i g i o n  pervaded a l l  a r e a s  o f  l i f e ,  a look a t  

the  f i n a n c i a l  base o f  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l  he lp  in  unders tand ing  a n o th e r  

s p h e re  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  th e  a c t s  o f  l a y  p i e t y  on th e  townsmen o f  

C o l c h e s t e r .  To speak  o f  th e  economy o f  a town i s  to  g e t  to  t h e  very  

reason  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  most  towns.  Though C o lc h e s te r  had been an 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and m i l i t a r y  c e n t e r  under t h e  Br i tons  and t h e  Romans, 

i t s  medieval  r o l e  was p r i m a r i l y  t h a t  o f  a r e g io n a l  market  c e n t e r .  Most 

towns in  England had developed to  s e rv e  th e  needs o f  an a g r a r i a n  econo­

my seek ing  o u t l e t s  f o r  i t s  s u r p l u s e s ,  and C o l c h e s t e r ' s  l o c a t i o n  on th e  

a n c i e n t  road to  London made i t  remarkab ly  well  s i t u a t e d  to  s e rv e  as  a 

market  c e n t e r  f o r  n o r t h e a s t  Essex ,  supp ly ing  countrymen w i th  goods and 

s e r v i c e s  which th e y  were unab le  to  p rov ide  f o r  themselves  and l i n k i n g  

them t o  wider  r e g io n a l  and n a t io n a l  m a rke ts .

The p r i v i l e g e  o f  having marke ts  and f a i r s  was j e a l o u s l y  guarded
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by townsmen. C o l c h e s t e r ' s  m a rke t ,  i n  e x i s t e n c e  long b e fo re  t h e  tow n 's  

w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  began,  was f i r s t  mentioned in  t h e  12th  c e n t u r y  when i t  

was conf irmed  by th e  I t i n e r a n t  J u s t i c e s  in t h e  t ime o f  Henry I I  and 

l a t e r  by t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  Richard  I .  There seem to  have been 3 weekly 

market  days in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  when t h e  c o u n t ry  people  brought  in  t h e i r  

produce to  s e l l  i n  t h e  m a rk e tp la c e  and when t h e  m a nufac tu re r s  and shop­

keepers  o f  t h e  town d i s p la y e d  t h e i r  wares w ith  both  townspeople  and 

c o u n t ry  people doing t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  buying and s e l l i n g  on 

th o s e  day s .  The c o r p o r a t i o n  r e g u la t e d  t h e  m arke t ;  f o r  example,  in  1529 

t h e  v e g e t a b le  market  was l i m i t e d  to  a c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  High 

S t r e e t .  The borough was a l s o  c a r e f u l  t o  check on th e  q u a n t i t y  and q u a l ­

i t y  o f  goods o f f e r e d  f o r  sa le .®*

Bring ing  people  from f a r t h e r  a f i e l d  were the  3 f a i r s  held y e a r l y  

in  C o l c h e s t e r .  Again,  f a i r s  were by a s p e c ia l  g r a n t  as  th e y  u s u a l l y  

b rought a h a r v e s t  o f  money t o  a town. The f i r s t  f a i r  o f  t h e  y e a r  in 

C o l c h e s t e r ,  which had been g ran te d  in  t h e  l a t e  11th  c e n tu ry  to  th e  

abbot  and monks o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  m onas te ry ,  l a s t e d  f o r  4 days ,  beginning 

on th e  eve o f  t h e  f e s t i v a l  o f  S t .  John t h e  B a p t i s t ,  June 23.  That  f a i r  

was he ld  on S t .  J o h n ' s  Green j u s t  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  abbey g a t e .  The s e c ­

ond f a i r  o f  th e  y e a r ,  g ra n te d  by Richard  I to  t h e  Hosp i ta l  o f  S t .  Mary 

Magdalen,  l a s t e d  2 d a y s ,  J u l y  21-22 ,  on Magdalen Green a d j o i n i n g  th e  

h o s p i t a l . The t h i r d  f a i r ,  owned by th e  borough under a c h a r t e r  from 

Edward I I  in  1318,  l a s t e d  f o r  a week beg inn ing  on th e  eve o f  S t .  Denis '  

Day, October 8.  I t  was held  in  t h e  m a rke tp la ce  and th e  a d j o i n i n g  main 

s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  town, w i th  a c a t t l e  market  on t h e  f i r s t  day in  a c e r t a i n  

open f i e l d  w i th i n  t h e  w a l l s .  A perambula t ion  by the  b a i l i f f s  and a l ­

dermen proc la imed and opened t h e  fair .®®
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Another ty p e  o f  t r a d e  was made p o s s i b l e  th rough  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  

p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s .  Though C o lc h e s te r  was 8 or  9 m i les  d i s t a n t  from th e  

n e a r e s t  sea s h o re ,  a t i d a l  channel  made by th e  River Col ne pe rm i t ted  

v e s s e l s  o f  about  90 ton  to  come with  ease  to  t h e  "New Hythe,"  t h e  "Old 

Hythe" having been neg lec te d  sometime be fo re  1276. G. V. Scammell has 

found t h a t  about  86% o f  a l l  t h e  v e s s e l s  owned on th e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  

England were under 100 t o n ,  so t h e  C o lc h e s te r  p o r t  was not  so l i m i t e d  

a s  one might suppose when look ing  a t  i t  t o d a y .  C o lc h e s te r  was not  a 

major p o r t ,  however, being a dependent  p o r t  o f  Ipswich under t h e  na­

t i o n a l  customs system,  so t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  merchants  t r a d e d  c o a s tw i s e ,  

o r  overseas  from Ipswich o r  London. We have very  l i t t l e  knowledge 

about  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  ove rseas  t r a d e ,  bu t  one sc rap  o f  in fo rm a t ion  i s  t h a t  

a C o lc h es te r  s h ip  was used by th e  Ce lys ,  t h e  London m e rc han ts ,  to  sh ip

wool from London to  C a la is  in 1480. Much l a t e r ,  in  E l i z a b e t h ' s  t im e ,  a

c a l e n d a r  o f  t h e  London Por t  Book f o r  1567/8 mentions 2 C o lc h e s te r  sh ip s  

c a r r y i n g  f r e i g h t  from Gascony and Danzig to  London. Also ,  an o f f i c i a l  

o f  th e  Archdeacon o f  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  c o u r t ,  Will iam H ar r i s o n ,  mentioned in  

h is  D es c r ip t i o n  o f  England in 1576 t h a t  a sh ip  could  go to  t h e  West

Ind ies  from C o lc h e s te r  and back home ag a in  in  12 o r  13 weeks.  Appar­

e n t l y  some C o lc h e s te r  s h ip s  had long been accustomed to  s a i l  to  fo r e ig n  

lands.®®

The c o a s t a l  t r a d e ,  however, was more im por tan t  in  t h e  C o lc hes te r  

p o r t ,  but  aga in  l i t t l e  i s  known about  i t .  There a r e  a few e n t r i e s  in  

t h e  Red Paper Book from 1495 which show C o lc h es te r  t o  be r e c e iv in g  

g r a in  and some m al t  from th e  Norfolk c o a s t .  Nothing i s  known about  

what th ose  sh ip s  were c a r r y i n g  ou t  o f  C o lc h e s t e r ;  one r e a s o n a b le  guess 

would be woolen c l o t h  t o  be taken  t o  London o r  Ipswich fo r  shipment
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o v e r s e a s .  One o f  t h e  1495 e n t r i e s  shows a C o lc h es te r  boat  t o  be d e s ­

t i n e d  f o r  Flamborough,  on t h e  Y orksh i re  c o a s t ,  w ith  a load o f  equipment 

and i r o n ,  but  we do not  know t h a t  i t s  ca rgo o r i g i n a t e d  in  C o lc h e s te r ;  

much i ro n  was brought from t h e  B a l t i c  in  t h a t  p e r io d .  The same e n t r i e s  

a l s o  r evea l  t h a t  a number o f  C o lc h e s te r  burgesses  had an i n t e r e s t  in 

t h e  c o a s t a l  t r a d e ,  e i t h e r  as p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  sh ip s  o r  as  merchants  s h i p ­

ping t h e i r  wares o u t  o f  C o l c h e s t e r .  A w i l l  from t h a t  p e r i o d ,  o f  m a r i ­

ner  John Leveson,  shows him to  own a t  dea th  in 1492 a l l  o f  t h e  G i le s  

and th e  Nicholas  and o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  Leonard . I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  a l l  a r e  

named a f t e r  C o lc h e s t e r  c h u rc h e s .  I t  was q u i t e  common to  own j u s t  a 

p a r t  o f  s h i p s ,  and Leveson d iv id e d  h i s  sh ip s  among h i s  w ife  and t h r e e  

c h i l d r e n ,  w ith  a q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  G i le s  to  be so ld  to  pay h i s  d e b t s .  

A pparen t ly  Leveson 's  sh ip s  had c a r r i e d  goods f o r  some London m erchan ts ,  

a s  a c e r t a i n  John Mervyn o f  London owed Leveson a s u b s t a n t i a l  sum 

(which Leveson seemed doub tfu l  o f  e v e r  c o l l e c t i n g ) .  In t h e  e a r l y  16th  

c e n t u r y ,  Scammell has no ted t h a t  t h e r e  was a big i n c r e a s e  in  n a t i v e  

sh ipp ing  on th e  e a s t  c o a s t ,  and in  h i s  r e s e a r c h  Scammell found t h a t  th e  

C o lc h e s te r  p o r t  in  1550 had a f l e e t  o f  23 v e s s e l s  (840 t o n ) .  A 1565 

document r e p o r t s  t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  had 35 v e s s e l s ,  39 m as te rs  and owners, 

and 182 m ar ine rs  and f i she rm en .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  a n o th e r  r e g i s t e r  r e ­

v e a l s  t h a t  over  h a l f  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  boats  were in  t h e  20 to  50 ton 

c a t e g o r y .  U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  we have no count  o f  v e s s e l s  from e a r l i e r  

y e a r s .  Some o f  t h e  sh ip s  based in  C o lc h e s te r  were a p p a r e n t ly  used fo r  

f i s h i n g ,  as  well as  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  goods.  Mar iner  John Honyngton, 

in  h is  w i l l  o f  1485,  bequeathed some b o a t s ,  "with a l l  t h e  ne t  and ap­

pare l  t h e r e t o  b e lo n g in g , "  and in  1528 C o lc h e s te r  had boats  in  t h e  f l e e t  

which was f i s h i n g  in  I ce land  as  well as  in  t h e  North Sea f i s h e r y ,  where
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h e r r in g  was c augh t .  F i s h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was a s t a p l e  o f  t h e  medieval 

d i e t . «7

With i t s  busy marke ts  and f a i r s ,  i t s  boats  and p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

and i t s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  London r o a d ,  C o lc h e s t e r  would seem t o  be q u i t e  

prosperous  in  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r i o d .  A deba te  has been f l o u r i s h i n g  

o v e r  t h e  q u es t io n  o f  t h e  economic h e a l t h  o f  t h e  l a t e  medieval town with 

Char les  Phythian-Adams p e r s u a s i v e l y  c h a r t i n g  t h e  d e s o l a t i o n  o f  Coventry 

and A. R. Br idbury  b r i l l i a n t l y  a rg u in g  t h a t ,  though towns were poorer  

because o f  fewer i n h a b i t a n t s ,  many c i t i z e n s  were no t  poo r ,  t h a t  towns 

and i n d i v i d u a l s  were spending  f r e e l y ,  and t h a t  t a x a b l e  urban w ea l th  

had r i s e n  from th e  14th  century.®® C o l c h e s t e r ' s  r e c o rd s  a r e  no t  so 

comple te  as  th o s e  o f  some towns,  so t h a t  i t  i s  no t  p o s s i b l e  to  make a 

d e t a i l e d  a ssessm en t  such as th o s e  made by Phythian-Adams and David 

P a l l i s e r ,  who found Coventry and York i n  d e c l i n e ,  y e t  i t  seems t h a t  

C o lc h e s t e r  was one o f  t h e  e x ce p t io n s  to  a genera l  urban d e c l i n e  in t h e  

p e r i o d .  All ag re e  t h a t  t h e r e  were some growth c e n t e r s ,  m os t ly  t r i g ­

gered  by t h e  r i s i n g  c l o t h  i n d u s t r y  in  a r e a s  such as W i l t s h i r e  and 

S u f f o l k ,  and t h a t  a few o f  t h e  o l d e r  p rosperous  towns,  such as S a l i s ­

bu ry ,  Newcastle ,  and C o l c h e s t e r ,  remained p ro s p e ro u s .  Too, Robert  

G o t t f r i e d  has r e c e n t l y  argued  t h a t  Bury S t .  Edmunds, a market  f o r  t h e  

S tour  v a l l e y  c l o t h  t r a d e ,  burgeoned in  t h e  l a t e  Middle Ages.®® In any 

c a s e ,  i t  would be a m i s t a k e  t o  see  a l l  o f  t h e  15th c e n tu ry  as  gloom and 

doom. John H atcher ,  in  h i s  thorough  s tudy  o f  p o p u la t io n  and economy, 

co n tends  t h a t ,  though t h e r e  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  long - te rm  p o p u la t io n  de ­

c l i n e  in  t h e  l a t e  Middle Ages in  England,  i t  was accompanied by a gen­

e r a l  r i s e  in  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  as shown by th e  r i s e  in  r ea l  wage r a t e s .  

Also on th e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e  J .  L. Bolton no te s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d in g  i n d u s t r y
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was f l o u r i s h i n g  in  t h e  15th  c e n t u r y  and t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  people were 

b e t t e r  fed  and b e t t e r  educa ted  in  t h e  l a t e r  Middle Ages than  they  had 

been prev ious ly .^®

C o lc h e s te r  had undoubted ly  grown in  w ea l th  s i n c e  t h e  14th cen­

t u r y ;  A. R. B r idbury ,  comparing t a x e s  pa id  in  1334 and 1524,  has c h a r t ­

ed urban change in  England in  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  and he found C o l c h e s t e r ' s  

wea lth  in  1524 to  be 8 t imes  t h a t  o f  1334. C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  a r e  a num­

ber  o f  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  in  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  15th c e n t u r y ,  

foremost  being t h e  spending o f  money by th e  p io u s .  Three c h a n t r i e s  

were e s t a b l i s h e d  around t h e  beg inning  o f  t h e  Tudor r e i g n .  One having 

i t s  home in  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church was i n s t i t u t e d  by Richard  Heynes,  G en t , ,  

who was an alderman and M.P. f o r  C o lc h e s te r  in  1489 and 1491.  The 

o t h e r  two c h a n t r i e s ,  i n  S t .  Leonard’s Church, were c r e a t e d  by P e te r  

Berwick and Edmund Harmanson, w ith  t h e  l a t t e r  being a w ea l thy  b ee r -  

brewer who m arr ied  a Berwick,  p robab ly  t h e  d au g h te r  o f  P e t e r .  More i n ­

d i c a t i v e  o f  genera l  p r o s p e r i t y  in  C o lc h e s t e r  around 1500 was t h e  unusu­

a l l y  l a r g e  number o f  r e b u i l d i n g s  o r  a d d i t i o n s  to  t h e  p a r i s h  churches .  

The d e t a i l e d  su rvey  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  monuments made by t h e  Royal Commis­

s ion  on H i s t o r i c a l  Momuments in  1922 r e v e a l s  t h a t  10 C o lc h e s te r  p a r i s h  

churches  had work,  some o f  i t  e x t e n s i v e ,  d a t in g  from th e  l a t e  15th  or  

e a r l y  16th c e n t u r y ,  and by 1922 some o f  t h e  churches  from th e  Tudor 

per iod  had a l r e a d y  been to rn  down and so were n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  inc luded  

in th e  survey .  The w e a l t h i e s t  C o lc h e s te r  p a r i s h ,  S t .  J a m e s ' ,  r e b u i l t  

t h e  e n t i r e  e a s t  end o f  i t s  chu rch ,  add ing chape ls  and a v e s t r y ,  and 

today  i t  has much t h e  same handsome appearance  t h a t  i t  took  a t  t h a t  

t im e .  Large f o r  a p a r i s h  ch u rch ,  though not  so grand as th o s e  b u i l t ,  

f o r  example,  in  Long Mel fo rd  o r  Norwich,  S t .  James'  has on an e x t e r i o r
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wall which was b u i l t  in t h e  e a r l y  16 th  c e n tu ry  some i n i t i a l s ,  probab ly  

r e f e r r i n g  to  th o s e  whose money r e b u i l t  t h e  ch u rch ,  and one o f  th o s e  

i n i t i a l s  was " T .C . , "  no doubt  f o r  t h e  r i c h e s t  man in  t h e  p a r i s h  a t  t h a t  

t im e ,  Thomas C r i s tm as .  At S t .  L e o n a rd ' s ,  n o r th  and sou th  chape ls  were 

added or  r e b u i l t ,  a c lock  put  on th e  tow er ,  and a c l e r e s t o r y  and an 

o u t s t a n d in g  hammberbeam r o o f  added.  The l i s t  goes on,  g iv in g  a c l e a r  

p i c t u r e  o f  a prosperous  community and o f  devo t ion  to  God.^^

C e r t a i n l y  some burgesses  had su rp lu s  money to  spend on improve­

ments ;  in  1473 some l e ad in g  c i t i z e n s  b u i l t  a b r id g e  o f  b r ick  over  th e  

River  Col ne ,  j u s t  above th e  p o r t ,  w i th  t h e  b r id g e  t o  be m a in ta ined  by 

th e  c i t i z e n s  and f o r  th e  use o f  a l l ,  and in  1489 Aldermen Thomas 

Cristmas  and Richard Barker r e b u i l t  a f u l l i n g  mi l l  and a corn mi l l  a t  

th e  hy the .  Domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  a l s o  r e v e a l s  some w e a l t h ,  as  t h e  

Royal Commission o f  1922 found a number o f  houses which had work d a t in g  

around 1500.  However, t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  from t h e  manufacture o f  bay and 

say c l o t h  in  t h e  l a t e  16th  and e a r l y  17th c e n t u r i e s  in  C o lc h e s te r  r e ­

s u l t e d  in  a g r e a t  deal  o f  domestic  r e b u i l d i n g  which covered up much o f  

t h e  work o f  t h e  e a r l y  16 th  c e n t u r y .  One i n t e r e s t i n g  example rem ains ,  

however, in  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  P e t e r ,  in  an e a r l y  16th  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g ,  

known today  as th e  Marquis o f  Granby Inn ,  in  which i s  a c e n t r a l  c e i l i n g  

beam w i th  a s h i e l d  and t h e  i n i t i a l s  "H.M." o r  "H.W." The l a t t e r  r e a d ­

ing o f  "H.W." i s  t h e  most p robab le  one f o r  t h a t  t ime and p l a c e ,  match­

ing a c e r t a i n  Henry Webbe, c lo thmaker  o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s  p a r i s h ,  who d ie d  

in 1547 and who was a s s e s se d  in  1524 and aga in  in  1525 as having t40  o f  

movable goods.  Though no t  among t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  in  t h e  town, Webbe ob­

v i o u s ly  had enough to  have a f i n e  home.^^

The key to  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  growth and con t inued  p r o s p e r i t y  in  t h e
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l a t e  Middle Ages was t h e  manufac tu re  o f  c l o t h .  As e a r l y  as t h e  13th 

c e n tu ry  C o lc h e s te r  was known f o r  making a cheap c l o t h ,  f o r  in  1249,  

1252,  and 1254 t h e  King bought " r u s s e t  o f  C o lc h es te r "  as  alms f o r  th e  

poor.  C o lc h e s te r  r eco rds  show t h a t  t h e  making o f  c l o t h  con t inued  to  be 

im por tan t  in t h e  14 th  c e n t u r y ,  and a document from th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  

th e  15th c e n t u ry  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  r u s s e t  was s t i l l  well known, 

as i t  was a p a r t  o f  t h e  ceremonies  a t t e n d a n t  upon th e  making o f  t h e  

Knights  o f  Bath ,  f o r ,  a f t e r  l e a v in g  th e  b a t h ,  t h e  k n ig h t  was to  d r e s s  

h im s e l f  " in  h e r m i t ' s  a r r a y  o f  C o lc h e s te r  r u s s e t . "  There may have been 

some d im inu t ion  in  c lo thmaking  in  C o lc h e s te r  d u r ing  th e  per iod  o f  t h e  

c i v i l  wars ;  o u r  h i n t  f o r  t h a t  comes in a 1489 s ta t em en t  in  t h e  Red 

Paper Book r e f e r r i n g  t o  2 m i l l s ,  one f o r  f u l l i n g  o f  c l o t h ,  having been 

broken down f o r  some t ime p a s t ,  bu t  th e  m i l l s  were r e b u i l t  and were 

o p e r a t i o n a l  some y e a r s  l a t e r ,  as  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  Oath Book o f  1515-16 

reco rds  t h e  l e a s i n g  o f  t h e  m i l l s  to  2 o t h e r  a ldermen ,  seemingly  in  p a r ­

t i a l  payment f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  as M . P . ' s ,  which was a l s o  t h e  case  in  

1489.  The fam i ly  o f  one o f  t h e  aldermen who r e b u i l t  t h e  m i l l s  in  1489,  

the  Cr is tm as  f a m i ly ,  was by f a r  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  in the  borough in 1524 

and had he ld  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  l e a d i n g  a ldermanic  fam i ly  f o r  some t im e .  

Thomas C r i s tm a s '  w i l l  o f  1520 ( s ee  Appendix 6)  shows him t o  be employ­

ing a number o f  weavers ,  f u l l e r s ,  and shearmen,  i n d i c a t i n g  a h e a l th y  

c l o t h  i n d u s t r y  in  C o l c h e s t e r .  Also around t h i s  t im e ,  a f u l l e r s '  g u i l d  

seems to  have deve loped ,  though t h e  exac t  d a t e  i s  u n c e r t a i n .

The 15 th  c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  16th c e n t u r y ,  which found so many 

o l d e r  towns in d e c l i n e ,  c o n t inued  t o  be seemingly  a growth pe r iod  f o r  

C o l c h e s t e r ,  bu t  such growth cou ld  never have been s u s t a i n e d  j u s t  w i th in  

i t s  own borough.  The development o f  th e  c lo thmaking i n d u s t r y  in  t h e
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S tou r  v a l l e y ,  c a l l e d  th e  "most v igo rous  and advanced c lo th -m anufac tu r ing  

r e g io n  in  B r i t a i n "  by W. G. Hoskins,  was a p a r t  o f  what h i s t o r i a n s  have 

seen as  a move by i n d u s t r y  away from th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  th e  o l d e r  u r ­

ban c e n t e r s  to  t h e  freedom o f  r u r a l  a r e a s .  The manufacture o f  c l o t h  in 

t h e  S tour  v a l l e y ,  on t h e  Su f fo lk -E ssex  b o r d e r ,  produced some i n c r e d i b l y  

r i c h  f a m i l i e s —th e  Spr ings  o f  Lavenham being t h e  eve r -no ted  example— 

and some very  p rosperous  small towns and s e m i - ru r a l  c e n t e r s ,  such as 

C oggesha l l ,  Dedham, and Long Mel f o r d .  The enormous churches  in  th o s e  

clo thmaking  c e n t e r s  remain a monument to  15 th  c e n t u r y  p r o s p e r i t y  and 

p i e t y .  Without  doub t ,  C o lc h e s te r  b e n e f i t t e d  from th e  v i t a l i t y  o f  the  

S tour  v a l l e y  i n d u s t r y ;  Alan B ak e r ' s  map o f  t h e  c l o t h  i n d u s t r y  c i r c a  

1500 shows C o lc h e s t e r  to  be a t  t h e  edge o f  t h a t  im por tan t  a r e a  which 

was producing medium woolens .  Some o f  t h e  S u f fo lk  towns,  such as 

Lavenham, Long Mel f o r d ,  and Sudbury,  would have s e n t  t h e i r  woolens d i ­

r e c t l y  to  London o r  Ipswich ,  but  woolens from towns in  th e  lower S tour  

v a l l e y  such as Dedham, Nayland,  and S t r a t f o r d  S t .  Mary would have gone 

th rough C o lc h e s te r  on t h e i r  way to  London. A l o t  o f  t h e  u n f in i sh e d  

woolens would have s topped  in  C o lc h e s t e r  f o r  f i n i s h i n g  by t h e  f u l l e r s ,  

shearmen,  and d y e r s .  A w i l l  by a C o lc h e s te r  dyer  in 1438 mentions 

having an employee in  Nayland,  who was an agen t  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  u n f i n ­

is hed  c l o t h  to  be s e n t  to  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  dyer  f o r  f i n i s h i n g .  Ipswich,  

t o o ,  was b e n e f i t t i n g  from t h e  S to u r  v a l l e y  i n d u s t r y ,  a t  l e a s t  some o f  

t h e  t im e ;  c l o t h  e x p o r t s  from Ipswich reached  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  peak in  t h e  

pe r iod  from 1435 to  1450,  w i th  a d e c l i n e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  15th  cen­

t u r y .  There was a sha rp  re s u rg e n c e  in  Ipswich c l o t h  e x p o r t s  in  1505-10, 

fol lowed  by a r e v e r s a l  and then  a n o t h e r  peak in  1540-5.  The f o r tu n e s  

o f  t h e  p o r t  o f  Ipswich a r e  not  n e c c e s s à r i l y  a good measurement o f  the
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Stour  v a l l e y  c l o t h  i n d u s t r y ,  however, as  most o f  t h e  S u f fo lk  c l o t h  went 

out  th rough  London, accord ing  to  Hoskins,  which would have been to  Col­

c h e s t e r ' s  advan tage  s in c e  some C o lc h e s te r  c a r t s  and s h ip s  would have 

a ided  in  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  A lso ,  some o f  t h e  c l o t h  f o r  domest ic  consump­

t i o n  would have gone o u t  th rough  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  market  and f a i r . ^ *

C o l c h e s t e r ' s  f o r t u n e s  p robab ly  r e c e iv e d  a check dur ing  th e  na ­

t i o n a l  c r i s i s  in  t h e  c l o t h  i n d u s t r y  in  t h e  1 5 2 0 ' s ,  occas ioned  by th e  

d i s r u p t i o n  in  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  r e s u l t i n g  from d e a r t h  and war on t h e  c o n t i ­

nen t .  Henry 's  endeavor  to  engage France in war meant e x t r a  t a x a t i o n  

fo r  England,  and Wolsey 's  a t t em p t  a t  an "Amicable Grant" in  1525,  

coming on to p  o f  heavy t a x a t i o n  in 1523-24,  r e s u l t e d  in  a r e b e l l i o n  in 

S u f fo lk  and Essex which was e s p e c i a l l y  s t r o n g  in  th e  c l o t h i n g  d i s ­

t r i c t s .  There a r e  o n ly  h i n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  economy in  

th e  succeeding  y e a r s  o f  Henry V I I I ' s  r e i g n ;  in  1534 a Sess ion  o f  th e  

Peace in  C o lc h e s t e r  charged 4 l e a d in g  men, one o f  them Alderman John 

Neve, o f  d e l i v e r i n g  5 pounds o f  wool to  t h e i r  sp in n e r s  under t h e  p r e ­

t e n s e  t h a t  th e y  were d e l i v e r i n g  4 pounds, an o f f e n s e  which was " to  th e  

common and s e r i o u s  damage and p a u p e r i z a t i o n  o f  th e  k i n g ' s  people s p i n ­

ning  t h i s  kind  o f  wool and a g a i n s t  t h e  l a u d a b le  customs o f  t h e  town."

In 1539 weavers from C o l c h e s t e r ,  Dedham, and th e  ne ighbor ing  p a r t s  o f

S u f fo lk  complained in  a p e t i t i o n  t o  th e  Lord Pr ivy  Seal t h a t  t h e  r i c h

c l o t h i e r s  had t h e i r  looms and weavers and a l s o  t h e i r  f u l l e r s  d a i l y  

working w i th in  t h e i r  own houses whi le  t h e y ,  t h e  weavers working a t

home, were many t imes  " d e s t i t u t e  o f  work."  Moreover,  th e y  were badly

underpaid  f o r  t h e i r  work, thanks  to  an agreement o f  t h e  r i c h  c l o t h i e r s  

to  keep wages down. The weavers spoke o f  a b e t t e r  t ime in  t h e  p a s t  

when th e y  had " kep t  good househo lds , "  but  th e y  were now being fo rc e d  to
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expend t h e i r  su b s t a n c e  to  l i v e .  O bvious ly ,  no t  a l l  were p ro s p e ro u s .

In 1541 an Act f o r  t h e  R e -e d i fy in g  o f  Towns d e c l a r e d  t h a t  in  C o lc h e s t e r  

and Mai don some houses were v e ry  f e e b l e  and ready  to  f a l l  down. Susan 

Reynolds warns us t h a t  such la nguage  might  s imply mean t h a t  th o s e  

houses were in  need o f  r e p a i r ;  s t i l l ,  i t  does seem to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

C o lc h e s t e r  was n o t  a boom town in  th o s e  middle  y e a r s  o f  t h e  16th  cen­

t u r y ,  though perhaps i t  was s t i l l  ho ld ing  i t s  own. N a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  

c l o t h  e x p o r t  t r a d e  was nea r  r u i n  in  t h e  e a r l y  1 5 5 0 ' s ,  caused by shoddy 

s t a n d a r d s ,  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n ,  and a d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  c o i n a g e ,  and sev ­

e r a l  a c t s  were passed  in  t h e  1550 's  to  r e g u l a t e  s t a n d a r d s  and t o  a t ­

tempt t o  c o n f in e  c lo thmaking  to  t h e  towns.  Government r e g u l a t i o n s  

a lo n e  can n o t  r e v i v e  an i n d u s t r y ,  however,  and f o r  C o l c h e s t e r ,  r e ju v e n a ­

t i o n  came w i th  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Flemish r e fu g e e s  d r iv en  from t h e  Low 

Coun tr ie s  by t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n s  o f  t h e  Duke o f  Alva .  By 1571 t h e r e  were 

n e a r l y  200 o f  them in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and th e y  in t ro d u c e d  th e  manufac tu re  

o f  l i g h t e r  woolens which came to  be c a l l e d  bay and say .  Those "new 

d r a p e r i e s "  b rough t  C o lc h e s t e r  to  i t s  a l l - t i m e  peak o f  p r o s p e r i t y  in  th e  

e a r l y  17 th  c e n t u r y ,  when C o lc h e s t e r  was t h e  c h i e f  s e a t  in England o f  

th e  manufac tu re  o f  bay and say.^®

The v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  t h e  c l o t h  i n d u s t r y  in  Tudor England,  however, 

were not  so d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  C o lc h e s t e r  as  t h e y  might  have been,  thanks  

t o  i t s  b road ly  based economy as  a l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  market  town. A look 

a t  Appendix 3 shows t h a t  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  93 d i f f e r e n t  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  

w i th  v a r io u s  c ra f t sm en  working in  l e a t h e r ,  wood, and metal  as  well as  

t h e  making o f  t i l e s  f o r  t h e  r o o f s  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  t o  supp ly  t h e  needs o f  

t h e  su r round ing  c o u n t r y s i d e .  The p e rc e n ta g e  o f  people engaged in th e  

v a r io u s  t r a d e s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  canno t  be de termined  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a s  th e
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C o lc h e s te r  l i s t  o f  freeman adm iss ions  seldom g ives  o c c u p a t io n s .  The 

l i s t  o f  93 C o lc h e s t e r  o c c u p a t io n s  was g a rne red  main ly  from w i l l s  and 

c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  bu t  th o s e  sources  a r e  too  s p o t t y  r eg a rd in g  occupa t ions  

t o  p rov ide  a s y s t e m a t i c  r e c o rd  o f  t h e  number o f  people in  a t r a d e  a t  

any g iven  t im e .  W. G. Hoskins f i r s t  used the  r e g i s t e r  o f  admissions  to  

t h e  freedom o f  a town t o  work o u t  t h e  o c c u p a t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  L e ice s ­

t e r ,  and he found t h a t  abou t  a t h i r d  were engaged in  th e  c l o t h i n g  and 

t e x t i l e  t r a d e ,  with  l e s s  than  20% in  t h e  food and d r in k  t r a d e ,  and j u s t  

ove r  10% in  t h e  l e a t h e r  t r a d e .  Other t r a d e s  and s e r v i c e s  accounted f o r  

t h e  o t h e r  t h i r d  o f  th e  o c c u p a t io n s .  Subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  o t h e r  

towns have g e n e r a l l y  found a s i m i l a r  sp read  o f  t r a d e s ,  w i th  the  ba s ic  

v i c t u a l l i n g ,  c l o t h i n g ,  and b u i l d in g  t r a d e s  looming l a r g e  in  every  town. 

Most towns,  however,  le aned  toward some s p e c i a l i z a t i o n , u s u a l l y  in  t e x ­

t i l e s ,  w i th  towns such as Coventry and Norwich having a t  l e a s t  a t h i r d  

(and in  W orce s te r ,  40%) o f  t h e i r  workers  in  th e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  A

few towns had some o t h e r  s p e c i a l t y  such as  t h e  l e a t h e r  t r a d e  in 

Northampton and C h e s te r .  Only in  t h e  S tour  v a l l e y  were towns h ig h ly  

s p e c i a l i z e d — Lavenham had some 60% d i r e c t l y  engaged in  t h e  c l o t h  

i n d u s t r y — but most o f  t h e  towns which con t inued  growing were th o s e  with  

b roade r  b a s e s ,  such as  t h a t  which C o lc h e s te r  seems to  have had .^^

Carl Hammer has found ,  in  h i s  s tudy  o f  Oxford,  t h a t  th e  occupa­

t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Oxford Council seemed to  m i r r o r  t h e  Oxford 

economy as a whole;  o f  t h e  63 i d e n t i f i a b l e  members o f  t h e  Oxford Coun­

c i l  in  1524-25,  twenty  d i f f e r e n t  t r a d e s  were p r a c t i c e d .  As Hammer has 

n o te d ,  however, Oxford was moving somewhat away from o l i g a r c h y ,  and a 

comparison w i th  C o lc h e s t e r  shows C o lc h e s te r  to  be r a t h e r  more e l i t i s t .  

In a l o n g e r  p e r i o d ,  1520-1530,  C o lc h e s te r  had fewer men, on ly  49 ,
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Table 2

Occupat ions o f  Aldermen and Councilmen,  1520-1530

Of 49 d i f f e r e n t  men who se rved  from 1520 th rough  1530, the  o ccupa t ions  
o f  39 a r e  known:

On F i r s t  On Second 
Council Council Total

C lo th ing  & T e x t i l e  
Manufacture

D i s t r i b u t i v e
Trades

Food & Drink

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

Bui ld ing  Trade

P ro fe s s io n a l

Metal Trade

Lea ther  Trade

M isce l laneous

C l o t h i e r
Capper

Mercer
Merchant
Grocer

Innkeeper
Fishmonger

Shipowner

Tilemaker

A t to rney
Surgeon

B r a s i e r

Glover
Tanner

‘ Gentleman
‘ Esquire

A1 dermen

8
1

1

1

1
1

2

1

1

1

2

15
2

3
2
2

3
2

2

1

39

I n d i c a t e s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  r a t h e r  than  occupa t ion .

s e rv in g  e i t h e r  as  aldermen o r  on th e  c o u n c i l s .  Of t h e  39 men whose o c ­

c u p a t io n s  we know, 17 were in  t h e  manufac ture  o f  t e x t i l e s  o r  c l o t h i n g ,

7 in  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  t r a d e s ,  and 5 in  t h e  v i c t u a l l i n g  t r a d e ,  w i th  the  

r e s t  s c a t t e r e d  among th e  v a r io u s  o t h e r  o c cu p a t io n s  ( see  Table 2 ) .  The 

occu p a t io n s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  borough l e a d e r s  do n o t ,  t h e n ,  m i r r o r  t h e  

broad spect rum o f  o c cu p a t io n s  in C o l c h e s t e r ,  but  th e y  do revea l  where
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Tabl e 3

Occupations o f  Aldermen,  1485-1558

Out o f  63 aldermen between 1485 and 1558,  t h e  o ccu p a t io n s  o f  44 a r e  
known :

C lo th ing  & T e x t i l e  
Manufacture

D i s t r i b u t i v e  Trades

Food & Drink

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

B u i ld ing  Trade

Metal Work 

M isce l laneous

C l o t h i e r 18
Capper 1

Mercer 2
Merchant 6
Grocer 2
Haberdasher 1

Innkeeper 2
Brewer 1
Butcher 1

Shipowner 2

Tilemaker 1

Ironmonger 1
P ewte rer 1

*Gentlemen 4
♦ E squ i re 1

44

* I n d i c a t e s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  r a t h e r  than  occupa t ion .

t h e  w ealth  was c e n t e r e d — in t e x t i l e s  and c l o t h i n g  and t h e i r  d i s t r i b u ­

t i o n .  A look a t  t h e  o ccu p a t io n s  o f  aldermen over  a l o n g e r  per iod  

(1485-1558) ,  i n  Table 3,  g ives  an even c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  sou rce  o f  

wealth  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  s i n c e  w ealth  was d e f i n i t e l y  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  fo r  

a ldermanic  o f f i c e .  Of t h e  44 aldermen whose o ccu p a t io n s  we know, 19 

were in  t h e  manufa c ture  o f  t e x t i l e s  and c l o t h i n g ,  w i th  a n o t h e r  9 l a b e l ­

l e d  as  m e rc h an ts ,  m e rc e r s ,  o r  h a b e rd a s h e r ,  who would have been d e a l in g  

a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  in  t e x t i l e s .  Almost t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  w ea l th  in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  t h e n ,  came d i r e c t l y  from t h e  c l o t h  t r a d e .
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A f a i r l y  good measure o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  among t h e  

peop le  o f  C o l c h e s t e r  can be o b ta in e d  from t h a t  f r u i t f u l  s o u rce  o f  Tudor 

economic h i s t o r y ,  t h e  l a y  s u b s i d y  o f  1524-25.  E a r l i e r  t a x a t i o n ,  from 

1334 up t o  1489 had been based on th e  f i f t e e n t h  and t h e  t e n t h ,  t h e  f i f ­

t e e n t h  a p p l y in g  t o  r u r a l  a r e a s  and th e  t e n t h  t o  t h e  b o roughs ,  and t h e

Crown n e g o t i a t e d  w i th  each t a x a b l e  u n i t  f o r  a c o l l e c t i v e  payment based  

on a v a l u a t i o n  o f  1334.  Need f o r  more money prompted t h e  Tudors t o  be ­

gin  a r e v i s i o n  o f  t a x a t i o n ,  and Henry VII i n i t i a t e d  t h e  p ro c e s s  in  1489 

w i th  new a s s e s s m e n t s .  The new system o f  t a x a t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  known as  t h e  

Tudor " s u b s i d y , "  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was no t  f i x e d  to  a c e r t a i n  sum, was 

l a r g e l y  d e v e lo p e d ,  however,  in  a s e r i e s  o f  s t a t u t e s  between 1512 and

1515,  r e s u l t i n g  in  a t a x  y i e l d  in  1515 which proved to  have been worth

t h e  e f f o r t  o f  r e v i s i o n .  In t h e  1523 P a r l i a m e n t  Wolsey asked  f o r  a s ub ­

s id y  o f  4 s .  in  t h e  pound,  which was r e j e c t e d ,  bu t  a Subs idy  Act was 

f i n a l l y  pas sed  which s p read  t h e  t a x  o v e r  4 y e a r s  and t a x e d  t h e  w ea l thy  

more h e a v i l y  than  o t h e r s ,  w i th  I s .  i n  t h e  pound on t h e  c a p i t a l  v a l u e  o f  

goods worth  -k20 and upwards ,  and 6d.  in  t h e  pound on goods worth  from 

•kl t o  - t20.  As well  a s  on movable goods ,  t a x e s  were a l s o  l e v i e d  on th e  

annual  v a l u e  o f  l a nded  income and on wages,  bu t  no one pa id  in  more 

than  one c a t e g o r y ,  a s s e s s o r s  be ing  i n s t r u c t e d  to  cha rge  each t a x p a y e r  

on w hicheve r  c l a s s  o f  a s s e t s  gave t h e  Exchequer t h e  l a r g e r  y i e l d .

The a n a l y s i s  in  Tab le  4 o f  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  a s  shown by t h e  1525 l a y  s u b s i d y ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  o f  t h o s e  t a x e d ,  

abou t  t w o - t h i r d s ,  bo th  wage e a r n e r s  and h o l d e r s  o f  goods ,  were a s s e s s e d  

a t  t h e  l o w e s t  r a t e  o f -b 2  o r  u n d e r ,  bu t  owned o n ly  abou t  15% o f  t h e  

t o t a l  w e a l t h .  Moreover ,  e x p e r t s  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e r e  would have been a 

number o f  peop le  who were too  poor t o  be ta x ed  and were t h e r e f o r e
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Table 4

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Wealth in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  1525^

Tax Group
No. o f  

People in 
th e  Group

% o f  Total 
Taxpayers

Actual 
Wealth o f  
Group ( to  
n e a r e s t  kl )

% o f  Total 
Wealth

Wage Earners 319 40.3% k333 7.4%

In Goods

k2 o r  under 177 22 .3 352 7 .9
t3  -  kl4 204 25 .8 1226 27.4
b l5  -  L39 41 5.2 851 19.0
fe40 & over^ 28 3.5 1666 37.2

450

Income from Land^ 10 1 1 .3 46 1 .0

Incomplete L i s t i n g s 13 1.6
!
1 -

7 9 2 * 1 44474 1

 ̂ Tables 4 and 5 a r e  based on t h e  Lay Subsidy R o l l s ,  P.R.O. 
E179/108/147;  E179/108/162;  E179/108/159,  with  t h e  l a t t e r  being th e  
one from which th e s e  f i g u r e s  were o b t a i n e d .  The E.R.O. has a t r a n ­
s c r i p t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  : E.R.O. T/A427/1.

2
The w e a l t h i e r  had even h ig h e r  asses sm en ts  in  1523-24,  so th e  

t o t a l  w ea l th  o f  t h e  r i c h e r  g iven  here  i s  p robab ly  very  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  
For example,  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  man in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  John C r i s tm a s ,  E s q . ,  
was a s s e s s e d  a t  L600 in  1524 and a t  only  L400 in  1525.

^ Land pa id  5% o f  i t s  annual  v a l u e ,  acc o rd in g  t o  B r idbu ry ,  
" P ro v i n c i a l  Towns," 19.

4
A rough e s t i m a t e  o f  p o p u la t io n  can be c a l c u l a t e d  from th e  

t o t a l  number o f  t a x p a y e r s .  Using J .  F. Pound's  method f o r  Norwich, 
"Norwich," 129,  we f i r s t  assume t h a t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  was 
too  poor t o  pay t a x e s .  Using a m u l t i p l i e r  o f  s i x  on t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
f i g u r e  o f  1188, t h e  e s t i m a t e d  p o p u la t io n  f o r  C o lc h e s t e r  would be 
7 ,128 .
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Table 5

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Wealth in  Movable Goods in C o lc h e s t e r ,  1525

Level o f  Wealth No. o f  
People

% a t  Each 
Level

Wealth o f  
Group ( to  

N eares t  L)

% o f  Total  
Wealth in  

Movable Goods

b2 o r  under 177 39.3% L352 8.6%

t3  -  LI 4 204 45.3 1226 29 ,9

LI 5 -  L39 41 9.1 851 20.8

L40 & over 28 6.2 1666 40.7

450 L4095

economica lly  below th e  p o o re s t  t a x p a y e r s .  Several  have noted  t h e  p y ra ­

mid q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  w ealth  s t r u c t u r e ,  which was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  soc ia l  

s t r u c t u r e  as  w e l l ,  with  a broad base o f  th e  l a r g e  numbers o f  poorer  

peop le ,  r i s i n g  t o  a sharp  peak o f  th e  wea lthy  few. At th e  peak in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  l e s s  than  o n e - t w e n t i e t h  o f  t h e  ta x p ay e r s  possessed  n e a r l y  

t w o - f i f t h s  o f  t h e  w e a l t h .  I f  we look  on ly  a t  t h e  c a t e g o ry  o f  wea lth in 

movable goods in  Table 5,  we f i n d  a t  t h e  lower end t h a t  40% o f  t h e  own­

e r s  o f  goods had o n ly  8.6% o f  t h e  w e a l th ,  whereas t h e  wea lthy  6.2% 

owned over  40% o f  t h e  goods .  H i s t o r i a n s  have found t h a t  t h e  same un­

equal d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a l th  p r e v a i l e d  g e n e r a l l y  in  o t h e r  towns o f  th e  

p e r io d ,  a l though  t h e  much l a r g e r  Norwich had even more extremes o f
on

wealth  and p o v e r ty .

C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e n ,  as  a f a i r l y  p rosperous  town in  th e  l a t e r  Mid­

d l e  Ages,  was one o f  t h e  ex c e p t io n s  in  England to  t h e  urban d e c l i n e  

found in  so many towns o f  t h e  p e r io d .  C o lc h e s te r  seems to  have gener ­

a l l y  con t inued  i t s  good f o r t u n e  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  t h e  middle 1530 ' s ,  when 

th e  d e c l i n i n g  c l o t h  t r a d e  combined with  the  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n
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Of t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  r e l i g i o u s  houses to  produce some d i s r u p t i o n  in  the  

economy. C o l c h e s t e r ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  p e rm i t t ed  t h e  v i s i b l e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  

o f  p i e t y  and was an i n g r e d i e n t  in t h e  development o f  a c i v i c  p i e t y  in  

l a t e  medieval  C o l c h e s t e r .  Whether prosperous  o r  poo r ,  though,  th e  

economic l e v e l s  in  C o lc h e s t e r  were o f  import  in t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip s  w i th i n  t h e  borough,  as  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in  t h e  nex t  s e c t i o n .

S e c t io n  4 :  Soc ia l  S t r u c t u r e

S o c ie ty  in  a borough was, in  many ways,  an anomaly.  From th e  

l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  i t  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  r e j e c t s  as  well  as  t h e  am bi t ious  and 

t a l e n t e d .  They came to  th e  town in  hopes o f  a c q u i r i n g  money and even 

s t a t u s ,  y e t  a r e t u r n  to  th e  c o u n t ry  was o f t e n  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n  o f  th o s e  

who p ro s p e re d ,  f o r  t h e  town was t o  a l a r g e  degree  th e  " o u t s i d e r "  in a 

s o c i e t y  where s t a t u s  was based on b i r t h  and la n d  ownersh ip .  The towns 

in  England d id  not  c r e a t e  urban  l o y a l t i e s  and i d e n t i t i e s  so much as d id  

t h e  I t a l i a n  c i t i e s —th e  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  landed Engl ish  s o c i e t y  were too 

dominant—n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  l a t e  medieval  Engl ish  town developed i t s  

own type  o f  c u l t u r e ,  i t s  own h i e r a r c h y  and i t s  own methods o f  a s s ig n in g  

p la c e s  in  t h a t  h i e r a r c h y .  I t s  own kinds o f  d e fe ren c e  and o f  s o c ia l  

t e n s i o n s  r e s u l t e d ,  a long  with  ways o f  d e a l in g  w i th  th o s e  t e n s i o n s .  We 

s h a l l  l a t e r  no te  t h e  immense impor tance  o f  r e l i g i o n  in  t y i n g  t h e  d i s ­

p a r a t e  el emen ts  o f  t h e  urban community t o g e t h e r  and in  he lp ing  t o  shape 

urban c u l t u r e  and v a l u e s ,  bu t  f i r s t  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c ia l  o rde r  

and i t s  s t r e s s e s - - l a r g e l y  based on w e a l t h - - i s  in  o r d e r .

One s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  so obvious t h a t  i t  might  be over looked 

was t h a t  between men and women. Men, o f  c o u r s e ,  held le g a l  power over
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women in t h e  l a t e  medieval p e r i o d .  One example o f  t h a t  power was in 

Coventry where a s i n g l e  woman under 40 was fo rb id d en  to  s e t  up house by 

h e r s e l f ,  so u n l e s s  a woman remained in a r e l a t i v e ' s  house,  m a r r i a g e  o r  

se rvan thood  were t h e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  most urban wranen. In e a r l y  

Tudor C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  o n ly  one example o f  a s i n g l e  woman being in 

b u s in e s s :  Margery S h e ld rak e ,  who d ie d  in  1509,  brewed a l e  and did  

enough b u s in es s  t o  have a male a p p r e n t i c e .  A widow, on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  

d id  have le g a l  s t a t u s ,  and in  Coventry a widow cou ld  c o n t in u e  her  hus­

b a n d ' s  b u s i n e s s ,  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  her  sons ( i f  she had them) could  com­

p l e t e  t h e i r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  i f  her  husband had made no 

p r o v i s io n  f o r  her  o r  i f  she d id  n o t  rem ar ry ,  she might s ink  r a p i d l y  i n ­

to  p ove r ty .  Widows in  York, however,  seemed t o  be l e s s  r e s t r i c t e d ,  

w i th  t h e  r i g h t  to  co n t in u e  t h e  fam i ly  b u s in es s  a s  long as th e y  d id  not  

rem ar ry ;  a few even had th e  freedom o f  t h e  c i ty .® ^ A number o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  widows wrote w i l l s ,  bu t  no t  one o f  them i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  she was 

in  b u s in e s s  excep t  f o r  some brewing o f  a l e ,  a method long used by mar­

r i e d  women and widows t o  supplement income from t h e  home.®^ Women in  

C o lc h e s te r  seem t o  have had l i t t l e  o v e r t  power,  e i t h e r  econom ica l ly  or  

p o l i t i c a l l y ,  y e t  some l a t e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w i l l  show them t o  have sub­

s t a n t i a l  i n f l u e n c e  th rough  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  d e v o t io n .  No doubt  many 

women were very  a c t i v e  in  t h e i r  husband 's  bus ines s  and found o t h e r  ways 

to  c i rcumvent t h e i r  pow er lessness  b e fo re  t h e  law. C e r t a i n l y  a t  w i l l -  

making t i m e ,  many husbands o b v io u s ly  r e s p e c t e d  t h e  competence o f  t h e i r  

w ives ,  making them ex e c u to r s  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  more o f t e n  than  n o t .

Another o f  t h e  more obvious  d ic ho tomies  in  s o c ia l  s t a n d in g  in 

t h e  town was t h a t  between th e  employed and th e  employer.  A look a t  

Table 4 r e v e a l s  t h a t  40.3% o f  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  t a x p a y e r s  were wage
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e a r n e r s ,  y e t  t h e r e  was no t  t h e  complete s e p a r a t i o n  between th e  two 

groups t h a t  one might e x p e c t .  The employer and h i s  employee tended to 

work in c l o s e  prox im i ty  to  each o t h e r ,  and sometimes they  even l i v e d  in

t h e  same l a r g e  household .  Some employees,  most  o f  them not  t axpayers

but  l i v i n g  with  t h e i r  employer,  would be a p p r e n t i c e s  and l i v e - i n  domes­

t i c  s e r v a n t s .  Phythian-Adams has found t h a t  in  Coventry in  1523 about  

a q u a r t e r  o f  a l l  people in  t h e  c i t y  were fed and accommodated as i n ­

s e r v a n t s  in  th e  househo lds ,  and many C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  mention such s e r ­

v a n t s .  Fur thermore ,  tax  r o l l s  r evea l  t h a t  wage-earn ing  ta x p a y e r s  were 

f a i r l y  e q u a l ly  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y ,  among a l l  t h e  p a r i s h e s  in 

C o l c h e s t e r ,  a l though  t h e r e  was p o s s i b ly  some s e g r a t i o n  o f  households by

s t r e e t s ,  i f  C o lc h e s te r  was l i k e  some towns o f  t h e  p e r io d ,  w i th  t h e

r i c h e r  l i v i n g  on th e  main s t r e e t s . ® ^  C e r t a i n l y  in  t h e  r i c h e s t  p a r i s h ,  

S t .  J am es ' ,  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  l i v e d  on East  S t r e e t ,  y e t  w i th i n  each p a r i s h  

t h e r e  was community, w i th  employer and employee,  r i c h  and poor ,  wor­

s h ipp ing  t o g e t h e r  in  t h e  same p a r i s h  chu rch ,  a h e a l th y  in t e r m i n g l in g  o f  

vary ing  economic l e v e l s .  The community f e e l i n g  w i th i n  t h e  p a r i s h e s  i s  

ev idenced by th e  w i l l - m a k e r s '  remembrance o f  t h e  poor o f  o n e ' s  own p a r ­

i s h  be fo re  th e  o t h e r  poor o f  th e  town. The p rox im i ty  o f  employer and 

employee,  a t  work,  in  households and in  church ,  l e s s e n e d  th e  s e p a r a t i o n  

between t h e  two g roups ,  and perhaps  the  power o f  th e  employer over  t h e  

worker was muted by t h e i r  common e x p e r i e n c e s .  On th e  o t h e r  hand, t h e i r  

very  c l o s e n e s s  probab ly  exac e rba te d  some problems.

In some towns,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  with s t r o n g  c r a f t  g u i l d s  such a s  

Coventry and York, occupa t ions  were open marks o f  o n e ' s  s t a t u s ,  w i th  

th o se  in occupa t ions  o f  lower rega rd  not  being pe rm i t t e d  t o  have a p a r t  

in t h e  governance o f  t h e  town. In York, f o r  example,  a new alderman in
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1504 was commanded t o  l e a v e  h is  keep ing  o f  a h o s t e l r y ,  showing both the  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed as  well as  t h e  way th o s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  had a way o f  

being  changed.  A f te r  a l l ,  t h e  in n k e ep e r  d id  become an alderman.  We 

have no r e c o rd  o f  such r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  C o l c h e s t e r ,  y e t  Table 2 shows 

t h a t  no c ra f t sm en  such as shoemakers o r  j o i n e r s  were councilmen a t  t h a t  

time.®*

Another d i s t i n c t i o n  in  eve ry  borough was t h a t  between th e  f r e e ­

men and t h e  " f o r e i g n e r s "  o r  " s t r a n g e r s , "  i . e .  t h o s e  who had th e  freedom 

o f  t h e  borough and th o s e  who d id  n o t .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  freemen were domi­

n a n t ,  both p o l i t i c a l l y  and e c o n o m ica l ly ,  a s  th o s e  w i th o u t  t h e  freedom 

were no t  p a r t  o f  t h e  "commonalty" and t h e r e f o r e  had no p a r t  in govern­

an ce ,  no r  could  th e y  t r a d e  f r e e l y  w i th i n  t h e  borough.  In C o l c h e s t e r ,  

one could a c q u i r e  freedom o f  t h e  borough in  3 ways;  by pa t r im ony ,  a p ­

p r e n t i c e s h i p ,  o r  pu rchase .  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  r e g i s t e r  o f  t h e  admission  o f  

freemen,  both in i t s  Oath Book and c o u r t  r o l l s ,  a lm os t  e n t i r e l y  i n ­

c l u d e s  o n ly  th o s e  a d u l t s  pu rchas ing  th e  p r i v i l e g e .  A small but  f a i r l y  

s t e a d y  number o f  men, an ave rage  o f  seven p e r  y e a r  in  t h e  r e ig n s  o f  

Henry VII and Henry V I I I ,  some born a s  f a r  away as Somerset and North ­

umberland ,  pa id  23s .  4 d . ,  which went down to  20s .  6d.  in  1514,  f o r  

freedom o f  t h e  borough.  Though t h e  f e e  was not  a huge amount,  i t  was 

y e t  high  enough t o  keep l a b o r e r s  and p o o re r  t radesmen and c ra f t sm en  

from th e  freedom,  u n le s s  th e y  e n t e r e d  i t  th rough  pa t r imony o r  app ren ­

t i c e s h i p ,  which was no t  very  l i k e l y .  C o lc h e s t e r  was p robab ly  not  too  

u n l i k e  York, where P a l l i s e r  has e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  th e
OC

a d u l t  males were freemen.

In broad t e rm s ,  t h e n ,  many s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in  t h e  medieval 

borough can be c a t e g o r i z e d  in  te rms o f  power: men o v e r  women, employer
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over  worker ,  c e r t a i n  p r e s t i g i o u s  o c c u p a t io n s  over  l e s s e r  o n e s ,  and 

freemen over  " f o r e i g n e r s . "  All c a t e g o r i e s ,  however,  w ith  t h e  ex ce p t io n  

o f  s e x ,  were t i e d  t o  one v i t a l  i n g r e d i e n t —money. Wea lth ,  o r  la ck  o f  

i t ,  was t h e  s i n g l e  most im por tan t  d e t e rm in a n t  o f  s t a t u s ,  h i e r a r c h y ,  and 

power in  t h e  borough.

In t h e  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  economy o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e  

w ea l th  s t r u c t u r e  was s a i d  to  have a pyramid q u a l i t y ,  w ith  a broad  base 

o f  poore r  people and a sharp  peak o f  t h e  wealthy  few, and w i th  s t a t u s  

in  t h e  borough so much t i e d  to  w e a l t h ,  t h e  pyramid l imns  t h e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  as w e l l .  The c h a r t i n g  o f  t h e  1525 C o lc h e s t e r  l a y  s ubs idy  

a s se s sm en ts  in  Table  4 shows t h a t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  were in 

t h e  poorer  c a t e g o r y ,  but  even below them on t h e  broad base o f  o u r  p y ra ­

mid were th e  n i l  a s s e s sm e n ts .  Records do not  i n d i c a t e  how many were so 

poor as to  be d i s r e g a r d e d  by the  t a x  c o l l e c t o r s ,  bu t  W. G. Hoskins has 

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  poor comprised a t  l e a s t  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  

p o p u la t io n  o f  any town in t h a t  p e r i o d ,  and Hoskins a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  

t h e  wage e a r n e r s  and t h e  p o o re s t  l e v e l  o f  t h o s e  a s s e s s e d  by movable 

goods were below o r  very  n e a r  t h e  p o v e r ty  l i n e .  I f  Hosk ins '  a s s e r t i o n s  

a r e  c o r r e c t ,  then  a lmost  75% o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  were 

c l o s e  t o  o r  below th e  p ove r ty  l i n e ,  an i n c r e d i b l y  l a r g e  number. Most 

h i s t o r i a n s  have u n q u e s t io n in g ly  fol lowed Hoskins,  bu t  Char les  Phy th ian -  

Adams has concluded t h a t  t h e  p e s s i m i s t i c  view espoused  by Hoskins i s  

i n c o r r e c t ,  even in economica lly  d e c l i n i n g  Coventry .  Phythian-Adams 

shows t h a t  many households in  Coventry g iven a n i l  a s sessm en t  were not  

so d e s t i t u t e ,  having l i v e - i n  s e r v a n t s ,  o r  l i v i n g  i n  houses w i th  r e n t a l s  

well above t h a t  pa id  f o r  t h e  p o o re s t  c o t t a g e s .  Many in  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  

in  Covent ry  were widows, i t  seems.  Phythian-Adams puts  th e  number o f
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untaxed households a t  20% o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  c e r t a i n l y  down from Hoskins'  

f i g u r e  o f  o n e - t h i r d .  Fur thermore ,  r e g a rd in g  wage e a r n e r s ,  Phy th ian-  

Adams has found t h a t  in  Coventry l a b o r e r s  would have ea rned  c l o s e  to  k3 

a n n u a l ly  r a t h e r  than t h e  lower f i g u r e s  given in  t h e  as ses sm en t  ( in  Col­

c h e s t e r  most wage e a r n e r s  were a s s e s s e d  a t  2 0 s . )  and t h a t  t h e y  could  

l i v e  on t h a t  l a r g e r  amount,  perhaps  not  in  g r e a t  com fo r t ,  but  a t  l e a s t  

above th e  s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l  where Hoskins placed them.®® This i s  no t  

to  say  t h a t  t h e r e  were no poor people  in  t h e  l a t e  medieval  Engl ish  town; 

c e r t a i n l y  th e  beques ts  made to  th e  poor in  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  conf irm th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  many needy peop le .  On th e  o t h e r  hand,  we must no t  exag­

g e r a t e  by saying  t h a t  75% o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were l i v i n g  in  a b j e c t  pov­

e r t y  and m ise ry .  Such c o n d i t i o n s  would h a rd ly  have drawn t h e  numbers 

o f  people  t h a t  t h e  towns did  a t t r a c t .  Condit ions  changed l a t e r  in  t h e  

Tudor p e r io d ,  however, as  p r i c e s  ro se  w i thou t  an accompanying r i s e  in 

wages,  and i t  i s  in t h e  E l izabe than  per iod  t h a t  t h e  poor became a 

se v e re  problem in  a l l  o f  England.®^

Going on up th e  pyramid o f  w e a l t h ,  s t i l l  based on t h e  l a y  sub­

s id y  r o l l s  o f  1524-25,  we see  t h a t  th e  l a r g e  number o f  peop le  above L2 

and below k40 in movable goods could  be l a b e l l e d  a "middle c l a s s , "  to  

use a modern term (w i th  a "lower middle c l a s s "  being composed o f  those  

having l e s s  than  klO);  t h i s  middle l e v e l  in  C o lc h e s te r  comprised 31% o f  

th e  t a x a b l e  p o p u la t io n .  Though th e y  were not  w ea l thy  enough t o  be a l ­

dermen , a number o f  them served  on the  borough c o u n c i l s ,  and most o f  

t h e  churchwardens in  C o lc h e s te r  were taken  from t h i s  group .  They were 

s o l i d  and r e s p e c t e d  c i t i z e n s .  The upper g roup ,  th o s e  having over  k40 

in  movable goods ,  was a r e l a t i v e l y  small number o f  28 p e r s o n s ,  o r  3.5% 

o f  t h e  t a x a b l e  p o p u la t io n .  Of t h a t  28 ,  on ly  6 men, a l l  o f  them a l d e r -
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men, had klOO o r  o v e r ,  and on ly  one o f  them, John Cris tmas  w i th  k600 in 

1524,  s tood  well above t h e  o t h e r s  in w e a l t h ,  making o u r  h y p o th e t i c a l  

pyramid r i s e  t o  a sharp  p o in t  indeed .

In borough governance ,  s t a t u s  and power were c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  to  

w e a l t h ,  as  a l l  o f  t h e  aldermen were taken  from t h e  upper range o f  th o s e  

having a t  l e a s t  k40 in  movable goods;  f u r th e r m o r e ,  every  man having 

over  k60 was an a lderman.  Even among t h e  aldermen,  g r e a t e r  w ea l th  

meant g r e a t e r  s t a t u s ,  e . g .  any l i s t i n g  o f  C o lc h e s te r  aldermen which i n ­

cluded  a member o f  th e  Cr istmas fami ly  always put  t h e  Cristmas  name 

f i r s t ,  and in  l a t e r  y e a r s  th e  same became t r u e  o f  t h e  S aye r s .  The same 

kind o f  dominance o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  aldermen o b ta in e d  in  E x e te r ,  acc o rd -
O Q

ing t o  M acCaff rey 's  f i n d i n g s .  Moreover, i f  an a lderm an ic  fam i ly  

s t a y e d  w ea l thy  and h e a l t h y ,  l i v i n g  long  enough t o  produce male h e i r s ,  

then  th e  f a m i ly  name began to  mean something in  t h e  town. Again,  r e ­

f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Cr is tmas  fam i ly  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  John Cris tmas  was found 

in  t h e  1524 s u b s id y  t o  have on ly  kl8  o f  movable goods.  Borough a f f a i r s  

had f o r  y e a r s  been dominated by J o h n ' s  f a t h e r  and then  h is  b r o t h e r ,  

both  named Thomas, so t h a t  Jo h n ' s  being a member o f  t h e  Cr is tmas  fami ly  

was enough to  keep him in  borough a f f a i r s ,  though no t  as  an alderman.  

John was demoted to  th e  Second Counc i l ,  bu t  t h e r e  he was always l i s t e d  

f i r s t  and h i s  p resence  caused t h a t  Council to  ga in  a new im por tance .

In town governance  where s t a t u s  was l a r g e l y  o b ta in e d  by w e a l t h ,  

a s c e n t  (and d e s c e n t )  could  be r a p i d ,  and j e a l o u s y  must have been a 

problem a t  t i m e s .  The t r a p p i n g s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  h e lped ,  i t  seems,  to  gain 

t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  i f  no t  t h e  r e s p e c t ,  o f  t h e i r  u n d e r l i n g s  in  t h e  common­

a l t y .  C e r t a in  gowns were worn in  s p e c ia l  p ro c e s s io n s  and ceremonies ,  

and s p e c i a l  s e a t s  were r e s e rv e d  f o r  aldermen i n  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s ,
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a l l  t o  impress upon t h e  people  t h e  im por tance  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s .  Occa­

s i o n a l l y  in  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  r e c o r d s ,  aldermen were r e f e r r e d  to  as 

" m a s te r , "  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a gent leman or  an e s q u i r e ,  and David 

P a l l i s e r  has found t h e  same t o  be t r u e  in  York from th e  1 4 9 0 ' s .  Such 

p reoccupa t ion  with  th e  outward s ig n s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  were o f t e n  a source  

o f  amusement t o  o u t s i d e r s ,  bu t  i t  seemed n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  aldermen 

th e m s e lv es ,  who were keenly  conce rned  t o  m a in ta in  t h e  a n c i e n t  customs 

which gave them t h e i r  power. An i n c i d e n t  in 1520 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  s e r i ­

ousness  with  which th e y  viewed t h e  r o l e  o f  a lderman.  On Michaelmas Day, 

when t h e  aldermen were i n s t a l l e d  f o r  t h e  borough y e a r ,  Alderman Will iam 

Debynham was no t  p r e s e n t ,  and a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  c o u r t  r o l l ,  t h e  o t h e r  

aldermen d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  because  t h e  absence  o f  any ou tgo ing  

b a i l i f f s  on Michaelmas "was h i t h e r t o  never  seen"  and a l s o  because 

Debynham had been e l e c t e d  anew and "ought  t o  have been h e re  t o  have th e  

oa th  a d m i n i s t e r e d . "  A meeting  w i th  Debynham a few days l a t e r  r e s u l t e d  

i n  sharp  words and an a c c u s a t i o n  by Debynham t h a t  Alderman C o l l e  had 

h e r e t i c a l  kinsmen.  Then,  "C o l le  s a i d .  Many a good man ha th  had a lewd 

kinsman,  bu t  he s a id  to  t h e  same Wil l iam look to  t h i n e  o a t h ;  f o r  as  I 

have heard ,  thou and o t h e r  hath commonly j e s t e d  behind our  backs o f  

t h i s  Town; and . . . Will iam s a i d .  Thou l y e s t  f a l s e l y  in  th y  head ."  

Debynham a n g r i l y  d e p a r t e d ,  r e f u s i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a lderm an ,  and he was 

given  a s t i f f  f i n e  o f  k5 and he ld  as  p r i s o n e r  f o r  a t im e .  Debynham not  

on ly  had t h e  t a c t l e s s n e s s  to  r e f e r  t o  "lewd" o r  un le a rn ed  o r i g i n s ,  bu t  

he had thumbed h i s  nose a t  t r a d i t i o n ,  an a c t  which i n  t h e  eyes  o f  t h e  

o t h e r  aldermen was i n e x c u s a b le .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  t a s k  o f  keeping  o r d e r  

in  t h e  urban  s e t t i n g ,  w i th  i t s  i n s t a b i l i t y  stemming from a high r a t e  o f  

im m igra t ion ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  was no easy t a s k .  R io t s  o c c a s i o n a l l y
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e r u p t e d ,  as  a t  e l e c t i o n  t ime in  1514, but  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  

never  broke down. The i r  high code o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  even i f  

i t  was p a r t i a l l y  s e l f - s e r v i n g ,  was ad m i ra b le .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i t  i s  

r e f r e s h i n g  t o  see  t h a t  t h e  l e s s e r  bu rgesses  were no t  o v e r l y  i n t im i d a t e d  

by t h e  a ldermen; more than  a few t imes  th e  a l d e r m e n ' s  names were p r e ­

se n te d  a t  t h e  Law Hundred,  t h e  borough c o u r t  l e e t ,  f o r  minor o f f e n s e s .  

For example,  Thomas Cr is tm as  was c i t e d  in  1513 because  he had n o t  made 

h i s  quay by t h e  common c h a n n e l ,  " t o  th e  g r ievous  i n j u r y  o f  h i s  n e ig h ­

b o r s , "  and in  1515,  f o r  o b s t r u c t i n g  th e  w a te rc o u rs e  from i t s  a n c i e n t  

path.®9

Though t h e  urban  s e t t i n g  had i t s  own h i e r a r c h y  and i t s  own way 

o f  a c h ie v in g  s t a t u s  th rough  commercial s u c c e s s ,  t h e r e  was not  t h e  

s t r i c t  dichotomy between urban and r u r a l  s o c i e t y  which a look  a t  urban 

s o c i e t y  might  a t  f i r s t  s u g g e s t .  Although th e y  do no t  f i t  n e a t l y  i n t o  

th e  urban s o c i e t y  a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d ,  y e t  t h e r e  t h e y  were—lo c a l  g e n t ry  

w ith  very  c l o s e  t i e s  to  C o l c h e s t e r ,  some o f  them even l i v i n g  in  t h e  

town. For example,  t h e  Teye f a m i ly ,  who had been prominent  in t h e  a rea  

f o r  many y e a r s ,  having held t h e  advowson o f  S t .  Runwald 's  Church in  

C o lc h e s te r  s i n c e  1364, had t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  w i th  connec t ions  t o  Col­

c h e s t e r  in t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  16th  c e n t u r y .  The e l d e s t  and th e  

k n ig h t  o f  t h e  f a m i ly ,  S i r  Henry Teye,  was bu r ied  i n s i d e  t h e  B e n ed ic t in e  

Abbey o f  S t .  John in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a cco rd ing  t o  t h e  1517 w i l l  o f  h i s  wid­

ow, Dame M argare t ,  who had a home in  C o lc h e s te r  and who asked t o  be 

bu r i e d  b es id e  her  k n ig h t ly  husband. A younger b r o t h e r ,  Will iam Teye, 

G e n t . ,  was t h e  town c l e r k  in  C o lc h e s te r  from 1510 to  1513,  and a t  h i s  

dea th  e a r l y  in  1514, he l e f t  s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro p e r ty  to  h i s  w i f e ,  Anastace,  

d a u g h te r  o f  t h e  l e a d in g  b u r g e s s ,  Thomas C r i s tm as .  William a l s o  wanted
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to  be b u r i e d  a t  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  as  d id  t h e  t h i r d  b r o t h e r  ( John ,  who d ie d  in 
90

1534) ,  p o in t in g  up one d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  bu rges se s  and g e n t ry  in

C o lc h e s t e r :  t h e  g e n t ry  a lm os t  always asked t o  be b u r i e d  in  S t .  J o h n ' s

Monastery ,  whereas t h e  b u rg e s s e s ,  exce p t  f o r  t h e  C r i s tm a s e s ,  r a r e l y

mentioned S t .  J o h n ' s  in  t h e i r  w i l l s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t h e i r  own p a r i s h  church

o r  one o f  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  f r i a r s  o r  canons in  C o l c h e s t e r .  The g e n t l e -

born Teyes,  though o f t e n  l i v i n g  i n  town and t a k in g  p a r t  in C o lc h e s te r

a f f a i r s ,  were y e t  above t h e  usual  marks o f  s t a t u s  in  t h e  urban s e t t i n g ;

t h e i r  worth and s t a n d in g  stemmed from t h e i r  r o l e  a s  l a r g e  landowners .

They might  even ,  l i k e  W ill iam,  be a town o f f i c i a l ,  but  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r

jo b  o f  town c l e r k  r e q u i r e d  t r a i n i n g  in  t h e  law,  which was an "up and

coming" mark o f  s t a t u s  and an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  an upward r i s e ,  even f o r
91younger sons o f  t h e  g e n t r y .

C e r t a i n l y  C o lc h e s t e r  drew upon t h e  s u r round ing  c o u n t ry s i d e  fo r  

numerical  g rowth .  High m o r t a l i t y  and low r a t e s  o f  r e p r o d u c t io n  meant 

a d e c r e a s e  in  p o p u la t io n  in  t h e  towns u n l e s s  supplemented by newcomers. 

Sy lv ia  Thrupp t e l l s  us t h a t  w i th o u t  a " f a i r l y  s t e a d y  s t ream o f  i imiigra-  

t i o n "  t o  14th c e n t u r y  London, t h e  p o p u la t i o n  would have dwindled r a p i d ­

l y ,  and Rober t  G o t t f r t e d  has found t h e  same to  be t r u e  o f  l a t e  medie­

val Bury S t .  Edmunds. P e t e r  Cla rk  m a in t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  i n ­

h a b i t a n t s  in  any p r o v in c i a l  town would a lm os t  c e r t a i n l y  not  have been 

born t h e r e ,  and t h i s  was p robab ly  one o f  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s ­

t i c s  o f  t h e  medieval town. No doubt such  a high r a t e  o f  immigra t ion 

p laced  unusual  s t r e s s e s  on t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  a town, but  t h e  c o n s t a n t  i n ­

f l u x  o f  new blood would a l s o  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  v ig o r  o f  urban

l i f e  compared with  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and i t  gave t h e  immigrant  a channel 
92f o r  advancement.
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A. R. Br idbury has po in ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s t e a d y  in f low  o f  new

burgesses  as  r e v e a le d  by th e  r e g i s t e r s  o f  freemen in  v a r io u s  towns i n ­

d i c a t e s  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f  urban l i f e  in th e  l a t e  medieval p e r io d .  Cer­

t a i n l y  C o lc h e s te r  seems t o  have had something t o  o f f e r ,  f o r ,  l i k e  York, 

C o lc h e s te r  a t t r a c t e d  a g r e a t e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f  l o n g - d i s t a n c e  m ig ran ts  

than  d id  t h e  s m a l l e r  towns;  in  f a c t ,  C o lc h e s te r  even had a f a i r  number 

o f  a l i e n  immigrants paying t a x e s  in  1525.  The p a r i s h  o f  S t .  Leonard,  

w ith  23 ,  had th e  h i g h e s t  number o f  a l i e n  im migrants ,  and S t .  Nicholas  

had n in e t e e n .  E a r l i e r ,  i n  a 1521 l i s t i n g  o f  men sworn in  t h e  t i t h i n g ,  

f i f t y  men were l i s t e d  as a l i a u n t s . N e v e r th e l e s s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  number o f  

immigrants  i n t o  C o lc h es te r  came from t h e  su r rounding  Essex and S u f fo lk  

c o u n t r y s i d e .  We cannot  a s c e r t a i n  what p ro p o r t io n  o f  C o lc h es te r  freemen 

were n a t i v e s  s in c e  we do not  have r e c o rd s  o f  t h o s e  ga in in g  freedom by

pat r imony o r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p ,  but  P a l l i s e r  has found t h a t  in  York a

l a r g e  p ro p o r t i o n  o f  new b u rg e s s e s ,  71.5%, were not  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  

Those coming as  a p p r e n t i c e s  o r  as  a d u l t s  to  purchase freedom o f  the  

c i t y  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  in  P e te r  C l a r k ' s  te rm ,  " be t t e rm en t"  m i g r a t i o n ;  t h e i r s

would have been a d e l i b e r a t e  and planned move in  search  o f  economic and
93

s o c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  A p p re n t i c e s ,  one o f  t h e  most im por tan t  sources  

fo r  t h e  r e c r u i tm e n t  o f  urban p o p u la t i o n ,  a r e  a good example.  A f te r  

s e rv in g  a term o f  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p ,  o f t e n  7 y e a r s  in  l e n g th  but  sometimes 

l o n g e r ,  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e  in  C o lc h e s t e r ,  upon payment o f  3 s .  4 d . ,  became 

a freeman o f  t h e  borough.  The a d u l t s  who came w i th  some t a l e n t ,  expe­

r i e n c e ,  and c a p i t a l  to  be a p a r t  o f  t h e  commonalty o f  C o lc h e s te r  could  

r i s e  q u ic k ly  and would have a f a r  b e t t e r  chance o f  becoming a p a r t  o f  

t h e  governing group than would the  immigrant o r  even t h e  n a t iv e -b o rn  

poorer  s o r t  o f  pe r son .  Alan Dyer has concluded t h a t  perhaps as  many as
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h a l f  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  in  Worcester  were o f  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  o r i g i n  in  

t h e  town, so o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a r a p i d  r i s e  must have drawn many. The 

poorer  people who would no t  be e x p e c t in g  to  become burges ses  would a l s o  

be a t t r a c t e d  to  C o lc h e s te r  in  what Clark c a l l s  " s u b s i s t e n c e "  m i g r a t i o n ,  

f o r  C o lc h e s te r  a f f o r d e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  poorer  s o r t  o f  peop le  

s in c e  i t s  c l o t h  m anufac tu r ing  r e q u i r e d  a l a r g e  number o f  l a b o r e r s .  

However, as  Lawrence Stone has d e s c r ib e d  i t ,  t h e  s o c ia l  m o b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

poor was more h o r i z o n ta l  than  v e r t i c a l ;  t h e y  could  b e t t e r  themselves  

w i th i n  t h e i r  g roup ,  and many d i d ,  but  i t  was not  easy  f o r  them t o  r i s e  

up i n t o  t h e  next  l e v e l  o f  p r o s p e r i t y . ^ *

Not on ly  d id  poor w o rk e r s ,  c r a f t s m e n ,  and small t radesmen come 

to  C o lc h e s te r  to  b e t t e r  t h e m s e lv e s ,  bu t  t h e  r e c o rd s  show t h a t  s e v e ra l  

gentlemen a c t i v e l y  pursued t r a d e  in C o lc h e s t e r  and even became invo lved  

in  borough a f f a i r s .  One C h r i s to p h e r  Hamond, G e n t . ,  born in  Naylond,  

S u f f o l k ,  and son o f  a gent leman,  purchased  freedom o f  t h e  borough of  

C o lc h e s t e r  in  1509-10,  and in  1515 he was f i n e d  w i th  t h e  t a v e r n e r s  f o r  

s e l l i n g  in  s h o r t  measure ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he was in  t h e  b u s in es s  o f  

making money. In 1525 he was a s s e s s e d  a s  having t4 0  o f  movable goods,  

so he was t h e r e f o r e  no t  l i v i n g  o f f  o f  r e n t s  from l a n d s ;  in  t h e  autumn 

o f  1525 he was e l e c t e d  alderman.^®

Another gen t leman ,  John Breton from Layer B re ton ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  

one avenue o f  " b e t t e r m e n t . "  Admitted as a burgess  to  C o lc h e s t e r  in  

1486-7,  Breton m a r r i e d  t h e  w ea l thy  widow o f  a l e a d in g  burgess  and be­

came an alderman.  As Will iam H ar r i son  in  1576 so a p t l y  d e s c r ib e d  th e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  merchants  " o f t e n  change e s t a t e  w i th  gen t lemen ,  a s  gentlemen 

do with  them, by a mutual con v e r s io n  o f  t h e  one i n t o  t h e  o t h e r . "  Mar­

r i a g e ,  as  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  B re to n ,  was o f t e n  one o f  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e
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s t e p s  in  t h e  s o c i a l  changes d e s c r ib e d  by H a r r i s o n ;  a younger  son o f

g e n t l e  b i r t h  who had l i t t l e  money but  some t a l e n t ,  both  a t  t r a d e  and a t

a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  daugh te r s  o r  widows o f  l e a d in g  c i t i z e n s ,  could  q u ic k ly  

a c q u i r e  o p p o r t u n i t y  and w ealth  in  t h e  urban s e t t i n g .  Such m a r r i a g e s ,  

however, were probably  even more advantageous  to  t h e  b u r g e s s e s ,  smooth­

ing t h e  way f o r  a p o s s i b l e  r i s e  i n t o  t h e  landed g e n t r y .  Such a r i s e  

was a p p a r e n t l y  a g o a l ,  s i n c e  England had no t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  urban 

l o y a l t y  t h a t  some Con t inen ta l  c i t i e s  had.  To be t r u l y  acc ep ted  in  th e  

h ighe r  c i r c l e s  in  England meant t h a t  one was l a n d ed .  Not many b u rges ­

ses  managed t o  e n t e r  t h e  ranks  o f  t h e  county  g e n t r y ;  both  in  York and 

London only  10% o f  t h e  merchants  a t t a i n e d  t h a t  g o a l ,  and t h e  p e rce n tag e  

in  C o lc h e s te r  would p o s s i b l y  not  even be t h a t  h igh .  The w i l l  o f  Thomas 

Cr is tmas  (1520) ,  whose daugh te r  m arr i ed  a younger son o f  t h e  g e n t l e -  

born Teyes,  shows Cris tmas  owning q u i t e  a l o t  o f  p ro p e r ty  o u t s i d e  o f  

C o lc h e s t e r  and i n d i c a t e s  a d e f e r e n t i a l  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  s e v e ra l  o f  t h e  

lo c a l  g e n t r y ,  whom he named as  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  h i s  w i l l ,  paying them 

handsomely f o r  t h a t  s e r v i c e .  He was to  be bur ied  in  S t .  J o h n ' s  Monas­

t e r y  among t h e  lo c a l  g e n t r y ,  a l l  o f  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he was well  

a long  in  t h e  process  f o r  th e  r i s e  o f  h i s  sons i n t o  t h e  g e n t ry  as de­

s c r i b e d  by Sy lv ia  Thrupp in  her  s tu d y  o f  t h e  London merchants.®® More­

o v e r ,  t h e  Cri s tm ases  were t a k in g  on t i t l e s  normal ly  held on ly  by th o s e  

in  la nded  s o c i e t y ;  t h e  l a s t  Cris tmas  who was an alderman was known as 

" E s q u i r e , "  even in  h is  f i r s t  y e a r  as  alderman.  The g r e a t e r  m e rc h a n t s ,  

who might  even be r i c h e r  than th e  lo c a l  g e n t r y ,  had a c e r t a i n  i n s e c u r i ­

t y  o f  s t a t u s ,  having no r ea l  p la ce  in  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  so long  as
97t h e y  remained townsmen.

The r i s e  i n t o  t h e  g e n t ry  o f  a few o f  t h e  r i c h e r  merchan ts  d id
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not  invo lve  many townsmen, y e t  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  dominance o f  t h e  

va lues  o f  t h e  landed  s o c i e t y  and i t  a l s o  he lps  accoun t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  town con t inued  t o  be a p la c e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .  Few f a m i l i e s  r e ­

mained a t  th e  top  l e v e l s  o f  urban s o c i e t y  f o r  more than  3 o r  4 gen e ra ­

t i o n s ,  so t h e r e  was no t  an en t renched  o l i g a r c h y ,  such as one would f in d  

in some C ont inen ta l  c i t i e s .  E i t h e r  t h e  top  urban f a m i l i e s  would be­

come wea lthy  enough to  l i v e  o f f  t h e i r  l a n d ,  a p rocess  which u s u a l l y  

took abou t  3 g e n e r a t i o n s  to  acc o m p l i sh ,  o r  t h e y  would s u f f e r  f i n a n c i a l  

r e v e r s e s ,  o r  th e y  would f a i l  t o  reproduce  th e m s e lv e s .  Child m o r t a l i t y  

was h ig h ,  and P ro fe s s o r  Thrupp has found t h a t  in  medieval  London mer­

c han t s  on t h e  average  l e f t  o n ly  one male h e i r .  A number o f  aldermen 

d ie d  w i thou t  male h e i r s ,  and i t  i s  easy  to  f ind  examples in  C o lc h e s t e r ;  

t h e  f o r t u n e  o f  Alderman Coksa le ,  who d ie d  c h i l d l e s s ,  e v e n t u a l l y  went to  

h is  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  Robert  Browne, who then  became an alderman.  Fur­

th e rm ore ,  t h e  sons who were l e f t  o f t e n  d id  no t  fo l lo w  in  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  

f o o t s t e p s .  One extreme example was t h e  on ly  son o f  Alderman Robert 

Cowbridge,  who was l a t e r  burned as  a h e r e t i c  in  Oxford,  but s eve ra l  

more conven t iona l  r ea so n s  accoun t  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  sons to  succeed 

t h e i r  f a t h e r  in  h i s  w ea l th  and s ta tus.®® For one t h i n g ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  

p a t t e r n s  in  t h e  town meant t h a t  a man's  w ealth  might  be d iv id e d  up, 

even though a lo o s e  form o f  p r im o g e n i tu re  p r e v a i l e d .  Alderman John 

Colle s w i l l  i s  a good example;  a t  h i s  dea th  Colle  l e f t  four  under-age 

sons ,  and we do no t  know how many reached  m a t u r i t y ,  bu t  th e  d i s t r i b u ­

t i o n  o f  h is  goods i s  r e v e a l i n g .  The o l d e s t  son was t o  i n h e r i t  t h e  fam­

i l y  dw e l l ing  a f t e r  the  m o t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  which p robab ly  meant t h a t  he was 

a l s o  t a k in g  o ver  t h e  fami ly  b u s ines s  o f  c lo thm ak ing .  The o t h e r  3 sons 

each i n h e r i t e d  a house,  bu t  a l l  4 sons r e ce iv ed  t h e  same amount o f
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money, tlOO. Perhaps th e  o l d e s t  son had a l r e a d y  r e c e iv e d  some money 

with  which to  o p e r a t e  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  y e t  he would not  have th e  c a p i t a l  

t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  had had.  Even w i th  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  t h e n ,  

each g e n e ra t io n  was t o  b u i ld  up i t s  own w e a l th ;  but  such f l e x i b l e  i n ­

h e r i t a n c e  p a t t e r n s  were good f o r  t h e  economy and fo r  t h e  sp read ing
99

around o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  in th e  town. Too, s u rv iv in g  sons might  dec ide  

to  move on to  g re e n e r  p a s tu r e s  in  London o r  a n o th e r  town, t o  t a k e  up a 

p r o f e s s i o n ,  o r  t o  go i n t o  a t r a d e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  

sometimes even i n t o  a l e s s  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p ta b l e  t r a d e .  P a l l i s e r  found 

a l l  o f  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  among th e  York a ld e rm e n ' s  s o n s ,  where even s o ,  

a f a i r  number fol lowed  t h e i r  f a th e r s *  t r a d e s ,  but  d id  no t  fo l low  t h e i r  

f a t h e r s  as  aldermen.

C oun te rac t ing  some o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  power among t h e  upper groups 

in  a town was m a r r i ag e  between a ldermanic  f a m i l i e s ,  a cornnon occurrence  

in  t h a t  group which he lped  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  power. Such in t e r m a r ­

r i a g e s  have been c h a r t e d  in  s e v e ra l  towns,  and in  C o lc h e s te r  some o f  

t h e  b es t  examples were t h e  m a r r i ag es  i n t o  o t h e r  a ldermanic  f a m i l i e s  o f  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  Alderman Nicholas  Cl e r e .  Those connec t ions  were to  be 

im por tan t  in  C o lc h e s t e r  governance  f o r  much o f  t h e  16th  c e n t u r y ,  f o r  

f o u r  o f  Nicholas  Cl e r e ' s  g ran d c h i ld re n  became aldermen.

Marriage could  be q u i t e  im por tan t  in  t h e  s o c ia l  r i s e  o f  those  

in  th e  middle and lower g roups ,  to o ;  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  marr iage  o f  an ap­

p r e n t i c e  t o  t h e  m a s t e r ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  o r  to  th e  widow, would be most h e l p ­

f u l .  Among th e  gen t ry  and th e  r i c h e r  urban f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  cho ice  o f  a 

m arr iage  p a r t n e r  was p robab ly  somewhat r e s t r i c t e d ,  because l a r g e  

amounts o f  p ro p e r ty  were o f t e n  in v o lv ed ,  but  f o r  most o f  t h e  urban 

po p u la t io n  m arr iage  was probab ly  most im por tan t  to  them in  e s t a b l i s h i n g
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c l o s e  t i e s  in an envi ronment  o f  so much f l u i d i t y .  Having to  w a i t  u n t i l

t h e  man's  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  was completed and some money accumulated  to

s e t  up a household ,  m arr iage  came r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  f o r  most townspeople ,

w i th  men o f t e n  in  t h e i r  mid o r  l a t e  t w e n t i e s  and w i th  women u s u a l l y  2

o r  3 y e a r s  younger .  Each new conjugal  fam i ly  u n i t  s e t  up i t s  own

household ,  and th e  w i l l s  from C o lc h e s t e r  p o r t r a y  a concern f o r  w ife  and 
102

c h i l d r e n ,  w i th  o n ly  o cc a s io n a l  mentions  o f  p a r e n t s ,  s i s t e r s ,  nephews, 

n i e c e s ,  o r  co u s in s  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s .  By f a r  t h e  most commonly named 

execu to rs  were w ives ,  sometimes w i th  a b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r  o r  some 

o f  t h e  fam i ly  members to  a s s i s t  h e r .  When t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  o t h e r  

ex ec u to r s  o r  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  w i l l s  i s  u n c l e a r  but  can be t r a c e d  in o t h e r  

s o u r c e s ,  th e y  a r e  o f t e n  found to  be b r o th e r s - in J a w  or f a t h e r s - i n - l a w .  

The immediate fam i ly  was a p p a r e n t l y  a v e ry  powerful  s o c i a l  u n i t ,  w i th in  

which c l o s e  t i e s  o f  m u t u a l i t y  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  P e t e r  Clark  s p e c u l a t e s  

t h a t  f am i ly  t i e s  may have become more im por tan t  than  e v e r  be fo re  to  

th e  m ig ran ts  in  t h e  towns

Wrightson and Levine,  in  t h e i r  s tu d y  o f  t h e  small Essex v i l l a g e  

o f  T e r l in g  in  t h e  l a t e  Tudor and S t u a r t  p e r i o d ,  found t h e  same concen­

t r a t i o n  on very  c l o s e  k i n ,  w i th  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  b roader  range  o f  

kin r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Beyond t h e  most im por tan t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  nu­

c l e a r  f a m i ly ,  however,  ne ighbors  and personal  f r i e n d s  in  T e r l i n g  "seem 

to  have played t h e  s u p p o r t in g  r o l e  t h a t  in  o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  might  be 

played by t h e  w ider  kin g r o u p . I f  t h i s  was t r u e  in  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  

T e r l i n g ,  i t  seems t o  have been j u s t  a s  v a l i d  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and proba­

b ly  more so s in c e  t h e  g r e a t e r  number o f  p eo p le ,  many o f  them m i g r a n t s ,  

would have c r e a t e d  even more s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e s  and t h e r e f o r e  a g r e a t e r  

need f o r  t h e  soo th ing  o i l s  t o  heal  s o c i a l  s t r i f e .  Marriage was o f t e n
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such an o i l ,  p rov id ing  new networks o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o r  m a in ta in in g  o ld  

n e tw orks ,  and s e r v in g  as a p o s s i b l e  channel  f o r  upward economic and 

s o c i a l  r i s e .  Neighbors ,  both th o s e  immedia tely  around one and th o s e  

w i th i n  t h e  p a r i s h ,  a l s o  provided  a community o f  suppor t  in  both good 

and bad t i m e s ;  t h e  many p a r i s h  g u i l d s  in  C o lc h e s te r  e x i s t e d  j u s t  fo r  

such uphold ing  o f  o t h e r s ,  both in  t h i s  world and in  t h e  world t o  come. 

Fellow w o rk e r s ,  t o o ,  would have o f t e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a sense  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  

and community o f  f e e l i n g .

As he lp fu l  and s u p p o r t i v e  a s  networks o f  fami ly  and f r i e n d s  

might  be ,  however,  t h e y  do not  a lo n e  r e s o lv e  s o c i a l  t e n s i o n s ;  sometimes 

a h ig h e r  a u t h o r i t y  i s  needed.  V as t ly  im p o r tan t  in  ho ld ing  t o g e t h e r  th e  

medieval s o c i e t y  were two a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  law o f  God and s e c u l a r  law ,  

and in C o lc h e s t e r  t h e r e  were r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  bo th .  The church and 

i t s  p r i e s t s ,  and t h e  lawyers  and m a g i s t r a t e s ,  were keepers and execu­

t o r s  o f  t h e  knowledge o f  God and o f  Engl ish  law. I t  was a knowledge 

not  a v a i l a b l e  to  a l l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  p r i e s t s  and t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

o f  t h e  law were s e t  somewhat a p a r t  from th e  usual  s o c i e t y ,  even though 

a v i t a l  i n g r e d i e n t  in  i t .  Both,  i f  t h e y  were doing t h e i r  job  well — 

and many o f  them were—upheld  t h e  framework o f  s o c i e t y  so t h a t  i t  did  

not  c o l l a p s e  when th e  t r o u b l e d  winds o f  s t r i f e ,  j e a l o u s i e s ,  and mayhem 

t h r e a t e n e d  to  t e a r  i t  a p a r t .  P r i e s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  and m a g i s t r a t e s  a lo n e  

cou ld  n o t  uphold t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  God and th e  la w ,  however,  and i t  was 

in  t h e  town where t h e  common person had th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  have a p a r t  

in  c r e a t i n g  a new kind o f  framework u n l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  mainly ru r a l  

Engl ish  s o c i e t y  around them. Making money was t h e  b u s ines s  o f  t h e  

townsmen, t h e  on ly  way th e y  could  r i s e ,  and so t h e i r  s o c i e t y  was based 

on w e a l t h ,  but  they  had to  f i n d  ways to  make i t  a c c e p t a b l e ,  i f  no t  to
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landed Engl ish  s o c i e t y ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  God and to  th e m s e lv es .  In th e  

town, o r d in a r y  people l e a rn e d  t o  govern th e m s e lv e s ,  and o r d i n a r y  people 

p a r t l y  c r e a t e d  t h e i r  own r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  God. N e i th e r  l a y  governance 

nor  l a y  p i e t y  would be s to p p e d ,  f o r  both were v i t a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  

t h e  Engl ish  town.
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P a r t  Two

The R e l i g i o u s  S t r u c t u r e  in  C o lc h e s t e r

The church  and i t s  c l e r g y  in  l a t e  medieval  C o l c h e s t e r ,  being

k eepe rs  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m y s t e r i e s  and under t h e  r u l e  o f  an o u t s i d e

b i shop  and an even more f o r e i g n  Pope,  were s e t  a p a r t  from t h e  usual  s o ­

c i e t y .  Yet t h e  church  was to  a l a r g e  degree  t h e  v e ry  e s s e n c e  o f  medi­

eval  s o c i e t y ,  a s o c i e t y  which was e s s e n t i a l l y  r e l i g i o u s .  The c h u r c h ' s  

p a r i s h  system gave shape  to  t h e  community,  n o t  on ly  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  but  

t h e  chu rch  he lped  to  form a s e n s e  o f  community among t h e  p e o p l e .  More 

b a s i c a l l y  t h e  church  was a c o n n e c t in g  l i n k  with  God, and in  t h i s  p a r t  

o f  c h a p t e r  two we s h a l l  look a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  church  in  C o l c h e s t e r  

in  i t s  f u n c t i o n  as  a l i n k  in  s o c i e t y  and w i th  God. We must  remember,  

however, t h a t  t h e  chu rch  was no t  j u s t  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  a b u i l d i n g  

w i th  a p r i e s t  in  i t - - i t  was a l s o  t h e  p e o p le ,  and by t h e  l a t e  medieval 

p e r io d  t h e  E n g l i s h  church  had been p a r t l y  formed by t h e  l a i t y ,  no t  so 

much in  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  in  i t s  p r a c t i c e s  and 

even in some o f  i t s  b e l i e f s .  That  a b i l i t y  to  a b s o rb  movements and even 

to  a l l o w  i t s e l f  p a r t l y  t o  be shaped by t h e  c u l t u r e  around i t  has been 

one o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e  church  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r i e s .  We s h a l l  

f i n d  genu ine  l o y a l t y  to  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u r c h ,  a l o y a l t y  n o t  imposed s o l e l y  

by e c c l e s i a s t i c s ;  many o f  t h e  peop le  were lo y a l  because  t h e  church  be­

longed t o  God, t h e y  were a p a r t  o f  h i s  body, and th e y  had a s p i r i t u a l  

and m a t e r i a l  in v e s tm en t  in  i t .  For t h i s  s t u d y ,  a look a t  t h e  p a r i s h  

c hu rch  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  a s  i t  was t h e  church  which p rov ided  t h e  c o n t e x t  in
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which l a y  p i e t y  grew. Although t h i s  w i l l  be p r im a r i l y  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  chu rch ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a reco rd  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  pious 

peop le ,  f o r  more im por tan t  than  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  were th e  people w i th in  

i t .

Sec t ion  1 : The H i s to ry  o f  t h e  P a r ish

A r c h e o l o g i s t s ,  who have found in  C o lc h e s te r  a t r e a s u r e - t r o v e  f o r  

t h e i r  e x c a v a t i o n s ,  t e l l  us t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  was a r e l i g i o u s  c e n t e r  in  

Roman t i m e s ,  f i r s t  w ith  t h e  temple o f  Claudius  and then  l a t e r  as  a r e ­

c i p i e n t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  by a t  l e a s t  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u ry .  Our knowledge 

o f  r e l i g i o n  in  Anglo-Saxon C o lc h e s te r  i s  dim, but  t h e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  

r e c o rd  which mentions  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  Domesday Book o f  t h e  l a t e  11th cen­

t u r y ,  l i s t e d  t h r e e  churches  in t h e  borough,  S t .  P e t e r ' s ,  S t .  Mary's  

w i th in  t h e  w a l l s ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  church  o f  G reens tead .  However, th e  

survey  concerned i t s e l f  on ly  with  churches  whose endowments made them 

sources  o f  revenue ;  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church was undoubtedly  worthy o f  men­

t i o n  as  i t  had t h e  l a r g e s t  amount o f  g lebe  land  in a l l  o f  t h e  co u n ty ,  

th e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  a r u r a l  manor,  a l l  o f  which went i n t o  Norman hands 

fo l low ing  t h e  C o n q u e s t . S e v e n  p r i e s t s  were l i s t e d  in  t h e  Domesday 

s u rvey ,  and o t h e r  ev idence  v e r i f i e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  churches  

w i th i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r .  C e r t a i n l y  Holy T r i n i t y  Church,  w ith  

i t s  famous 10th c e n t u r y  Saxon tower and door s t i l l  s t a n d in g  toda y ,  was 

a pre-Conques t  chu rch ,  and church  a r c h e o l o g i s t  Warwick Rodwell t e l l s  

us t h a t  th e  nave i s  even o l d e r  than  th e  tow er .  The o r i g i n  o f  S t .  

H e le n ' s  Chapel i s  something o f  a m ys te ry ;  o ld  C o lc h e s te r  r eco rds  say 

t h a t  when t h e  Norman l o r d  Eudo Dapifer  b u i l t  C o lc h e s te r  c a s t l e ,  he a l s o  

r e s t o r e d  t h e  Chapel o f  S t .  Helen,  which t r a d i t i o n  says had been e r e c t e d
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by H e l e n . TOG g t .  Runwald 's  Church,  demolished in  1878, was d e d ic a te d  

t o  an obscu re  Saxon s a i n t  which t e l l s  us t h a t  t h e  church  was q u i t e  

e a r l y ;  i f  n o t  o f  pre -Conquest  f o u n d a t i o n ,  i t  a t  l e a s t  had i t s  d e d i c a ­

t i o n  when th e  town was s t i l l  Anglo-Saxon in  i t s  sym pa th ies .  Archeo lo ­

g i s t  P h i l i p  Crummy's r e c e n t  work on p a r i s h  l a y o u t  has brought him to  

t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  S t .  Runwald's was p robab ly  th e  e a r l i e s t  church  in  

t h e  town. I n d i c a t i n g  a n o t h e r  e a r l y  church  i s  a second d e d i c a t i o n  t o  a 

Saxon s a i n t ,  B oto lph ,  adopted by t h e  A ugus t in ia ns  who came to  Col­

c h e s t e r  in  t h e  l a t e  11 t h  c e n t u ry  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  f i r s t  founda t ion  in  

England and who a r e  th ough t  t o  have r e g u l a r i z e d  a p r e - e x i s t i n g  Anglo- 

Saxon monast ic  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Too, an a r c h e o l o g i c a l  d i s c o v e r y  in  1972 

conf irms t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  small church  o u t s i d e  t h e  w a l l s  which,  

acco rd ing  to  t h e  c h r o n i c l e  o f  t h e  B e n e d ic t i n e  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey, had a 

m i racu lous  r e p u t a t i o n  which a t t r a c t e d  t h e  founder o f  t h e  m onas te ry ,

Eudo D a p i f e r ,  to  b u i ld  t h e  monaste ry  on t h a t  s i t e .  I t  seems t h a t  t h e r e  

was a p r i e s t ,  S i g e r i c  by name, who had t h e r e  a house and a wooden 

church c o n s e c r a t e d  to  S t .  John t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  where v a r io u s  m i r a c l e s  

o c c u r r e d .

Many o f  t h e  p re-Conques t  churches  were b u i l t  by lo c a l  l o r d s ;  in  

f a c t  in 10th c e n t u r y  England,  ownership o f  t h e  manoria l  church  was a 

badge o f  t h e g n ly  s t a t u s ,  and in  t h e  11 th  c e n t u r y  i t  was a c o n d i t i o n  fo r  

promotion .  Churches p r o l i f e r a t e d ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  pace quickened 

even more under Norman r u l e .  Whether many church  b u i l d in g s  s i g n i f y  

g r e a t  p i e t y  i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  but  t h e  e a r l y  l a y  ownership o f  churches  was,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  long t r a d i t i o n  o f  l a y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in r e l i ­

gion in  England.  The church reforms o f  t h e  l a t e  11th and 12 th  c e n t u ­

r i e s ,  however, were to  b r ing  many o f  t h e  l a y  dominated churches  under
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t h e  a e g i s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  chu rch ,  e i t h e r  under t h e  b ishop o r  in  

t h e  hands o f  monast ic  f o u n d a t i o n s .  The many churches  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  

p r o s p e r i t y ;  Geoff rey  Mart in  reminds us t h a t  m u l t i p l e  churches  in  an o ld  

town u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w ealth  was spread  f a i r l y  even ly  in  t h e  town 

even be fo re  t h e  12th  c e n t u r y . T a b l e  6 shows t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  e i g h t  

churches  w i th in  the  w a l l s  o f  t h e  borough o f  C o lc h e s te r  were in  e x i s t ­

ence by around 1 2 0 0 , and th e  same was q u i t e  p o s s i b ly  t r u e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  

churches  o u t s i d e  th e  town w a l l s .

With th e  church re fo rm s ,  however, th e  c l i m a t e  o f  op in ion  was 

t u r n i n g  a g a i n s t  l a y  ownership o f  c h u rc h e s ,  and in  C o lc h e s te r  t h e  r i g h t  

o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  th e  b e n e f i c e ,  th e  advowson, had passed l a r g e l y  to  

t h e  two r e l i g i o u s  houses .  Only two churches  were s t i l l  under p r i v a t e  

pa t ronage  in  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r io d .  The B en ed ic t in e  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey 

he ld  t h e  advowson o f  7 c h u rc h e s ,  and t h e  A ugust in ia n  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  

P r i o r y ,  o f  6 c h u rc h e s ,  and t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  had p r e v a i l e d  s in c e  a t  l e a s t  

t h e  e a r l y  14th  c e n t u r y  and probab ly  much s oone r .  Records t e l l  us t h a t  

Eudo, t h e  founder o f  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  and h i s  ne ighbors  g ran te d  lands  and 

churches  to  S t .  J o h n ' s  a t  t h e  t ime o f  i t s  founding around t h e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  11 th  and 12th c e n t u r i e s ;  t h e  t r a n s f e r e n c e  o f  churches  t o  S t .  

B o t o l p h ' s ,  founded about  t h e  same t i m e ,  i s  even l e s s  c l  e a r .

Also u n c e r t a i n  i s  th e  development o f  th e  p a r i s h  system in  Eng­

l a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  towns,  but  i t  helps t o  remember t h a t  most 

Saxon churches  were b u i l t  by a landowner so t h a t  t h e  church  was both  

t e r r i t o r i a l  and p r o p r i e t a r y ,  s e rv in g  th e  needs o f  an in d iv id u a l  e s t a t e .  

Such was t h e  c a s e  o f  G odr ic ,  t h e  Saxon l o r d  o f  t h e  manor and o f  th e  

church o f  Greens tead  in  the  borough o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  whose p ro p e r ty  was 

s e i z e d  when t h e  Normans came t o  C o lc h e s t e r .  By t h e  t ime o f  t h e  w r i t i n g
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Table 6

The S ix te en  P a r i sh  Churches in C o lc h e s te r

P ar ish  Churches P er iod  o f  O r ig in Patron

Within t h e  Walls  :
1 . All S a in t s c a . 12 t h  c e n t u r y S t .  B o to lp h ' s

2 . Holy T r i n i t y Anglo-Saxon S t .  J o h n ' s

3. S t .  James c a .  1200 S t .  B o to lp h ' s

4 . S t .  Mar t in c a . 12 th  c e n t u r y S t .  B o to l p h ' s

5. S t .  Mary-at-Wall c a . 11 t h  c e n t u r y Bishop o f  London

6 . S t .  Nicho las c a . 12 t h  c e n t u r y S t .  Jo h n ' s!
7. S t .  P e te r Anglo-Saxon

1
S t .  B o to lp h ' s

8 . S t .  Runwald 

Outs ide t h e  Wal ls:

p o s s i b l y  Saxon Teye Family,  
1364-1525

9. S t .  Botolph (p robab ly  
in  t h e  n o r th  a i s l e  
o f  t h e  p r i o r y  church)

c a .  11 t h  c e n t u r y S t .  B o to lp h ' s

1 0 . S t .  G i le s c a . 12 t h  c e n t u r y S t .  J o h n ' s

1 1 . S t .  Leonard c a .  12 t h  c e n t u r y S t .  J o h n ' s

1 2 . S t .  Mary Magdalen 
(connec ted  w i th  a 
h o s p i t a l )

e a r l y  
12 t h  c e n tu ry

S t .  J o h n ' s

V i l l a g e  ch u rc h e s :
13. Berechurch ,  S t .  Michael 

(West Donyland)
Ear ly  chapel  o f  

e a s e  to  
Holy T r i n i t y

S t .  J o h n ' s

14. G reens tead ,  S t .  Andrew Anglo-Saxon S t .  J o h n ' s

15. Lexden,  S t .  Leonard In e x i s t e n c e  
by 13th  c e n t u r y

Rad cl i f f  Family

16. Mi l e n d ,  S t .  Michael

i
In e x i s t e n c e  
by 13th c e n t u r y

S t .  B o to l p h ' s
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o f  t h e  Domesday Book th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  as t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

u n i t  w i th  i t s  r e s i d e n t  p r i e s t  was a l r e a d y  r ec o g n iz e d ,  and f o r  t h e  most 

p a r t  t h e  pa roch ia l  geography o f  England f i n i s h e d  t a k in g  shape in t h e  

nex t  c e n t u r y .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  payment o f  t i t h e s ,  which became 

o b l i g a t o r y  in  t h e  10t h  c e n t u r y ,  had much t o  do w i th  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  p a r i s h  b o u n d a r ie s ,  but  the  p a r i s h  was no t  s imply an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

u n i t .  P o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  p robab ly  e n t e r e d  in to  t h e  fo rm at ion  o f  p a r ­

i s h e s ,  and t h e  l a t e s t  th i n k in g  o f  a r c h e o l o g i s t s  s tu d y in g  C o lc h e s t e r  i s  

t h a t  t h e r e  was a r e p la n n in g  o f  t h e  town imposed by roya l  a u t h o r i t y  

a f t e r  t h e  Danes were o u s t e d ,  a t  which t ime some o f  t h e  p a r i s h  bound­

a r i e s  were s e t .  Town p lann ing  o r  n o t ,  many a c c i d e n t a l  p r o p e r t y  l i m i t s  

seem t o  have played  a p a r t  in s e t t i n g  C o lc h e s t e r  p a r i s h  b o u n d a r ie s ;  

e i g h t  p a r i s h e s  were d e s c r ib e d  a s  being w i th in  t h e  w a l l s  because  t h e i r  

churches  were w i th in  the  w a l l s ,  but  none o f  th o s e  e i g h t  p a r i s h e s  were 

com ple te ly  i n t r a m u r a l .  All had o u t l y i n g  b i t s  o f  land in  v a r io u s  d i r e c ­

t i o n s ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  was t h e  church  which remained t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  

parish.TTB

S ec t io n  2:  The P a r i s h  Church and I t s  Func tions

The church  was th e  p a r i s h  focus in  numerous ways,  bu t  i t s  p r i ­

mary f u n c t io n s  may be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a t r i a d  o f  l i n k s :  1 ) t y i n g  t o ­

g e t h e r  t h e  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  people in  t h e  p a r i s h ;  2 ) connec t ing  th e  

p r e s e n t  with  t h e  p a s t ;  and 3) p ro v id in g  c o n t a c t  between man and t h e  

S u p e r n a tu r a l .  To some e x t e n t ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  type s  o f  l i n k a g e s  o b ta in ed  

in t h e  church  in  a l l  o f  medieval  s o c i e t y ,  bu t  in  t h e  urban s e t t i n g  with  

i t s  many d i s c r e t e  e l e m e n t s ,  th e  p a r i s h  church  as  nexus became a l l  t h e  

more s i g n i f i c a n t .  These t h r e e  b a s ic  l i n k i n g  fu n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  church
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w i l l  now be examined s e p a r a t e l y ,  and i t  w i l l  be seen t h a t  th rough  th e s e  

t h r e e  a r e a s  th e  urban church helped develop a unique r e l i g i o u s  c u l t u r a l  

s e t t i n g ,  one which helped t o  meet t h e  need f o r  a sense  o f  community, 

f o r  a i d  and f e l l o w s h i p ,  and f o r  c e r t i t u d e  in  an u n c e r t a i n  w or ld .

In s e rv in g  to  t i e  t h e  people t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  p a r i s h  church was 

f i r s t  a l i n k ag e  in i t s  c o n t ro l  o f  t h e  most im por tan t  even t s  in  i n d i v i d ­

ual l i v e s ,  even ts  which connected th e  people to each o t h e r  and to  t h e  

community. Only in  t h e  p a r i s h  church could one normal ly  be ba p t i z e d  

and m a r r i e d .  There he paid h i s  t i t h e s  and t h e r e  he was b u r i e d  when he 

d i e d .  Baptism, performed as  soon as  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  o f t e n  on th e  

same day ,  brought  t h e  c h i l d  i n t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  in  an o f f i c i a l  way. The 

s u p e rv i s io n  o f  t h e  c h i l d  was no t  l e f t  s o l e l y  to  t h e  p a r e n t s ;  t h e  com­

muni ty ,  th rough  g o d p a ren t s ,  a ided  in  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  o v e r s i g h t  o f  th e  

c h i l d ,  with  t h e  godparen ts  being charged t o  t e a c h  t h e  P a t e r n o s t e r  and 

th e  Creed to  t h e i r  g o d c h i ld re n .  The g o d p a re n t -g o d c h i ld  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

c r e a t e d  not  on ly  a s p i r i t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  but  a l s o ,  a s  John Bossy has 

conc luded ,  "a formal s t a t e  o f  f r i e n d s h i p . "  Too l i t t l e  i s  known about  

t h e  r o l e  played by godparents  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c h i l d ,  but  t h e  t e s t a ­

mentary  beques ts  t o  godch i ld ren  in C o lc h es te r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p ,  though not  a primary one,  was not  taken  l i g h t l y  e i t h e r .  The 

beques ts  to  godch i ld ren  were r a r e l y  l a r g e ,  most o f t e n  from t h r e e  t o  

tw elve  pence ,  and were u s u a l l y  mentioned a lmos t  in p a s s in g ,  " to  every  

g o d c h i ld " ;  bu t  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  see  t h a t  in  every  case  where th e  

g o d p a r e n t - t e s t a t o r  had no s u rv iv in g  c h i l d r e n  o f  h is  o r  her  own, t h e  r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p  took on g r e a t e r  im por t ,  f o r  such w i l l s  were a lmost  t h e  on ly  

ones which l i s t e d  t h e  names o f  t h e  g o d c h i ld r e n .

A more primary  bond between in d i v i d u a l s  was c r e a t e d  by m a r r i a g e ,
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which had come i n c r e a s i n g l y  under t h e  a e g i s  o f  t h e  ch u rch .  A le g a l  

c o n t r a c t  as  well  a s  a sac ram ent ,  m a rr iage  took p la c e  in  two p a r t s .  

F i r s t ,  t h e  a c t u a l  m arr iage  was performed a t  t h e  church d o o r ,  then  th e  

coup le  went i n t o  t h e  church fo r  a n u p t i a l  mass,  a f t e r  which a maser 

c o n t a in in g  wine was passed among th e  coup le  and t h e i r  g u e s t s .  The mat­

r im onia l  bond was no t  merely between i n d i v i d u a l s ;  i t  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a s t r o n g  t i e  between t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  In C o l c h e s t e r ,  a lderm an ic  fami­

l i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r m a r r i e d ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e i r  power,  and fo r  men or  

f a m i l i e s  on t h e  way up m arr iage  could  be a h e lp fu l  b o o s t .  Aside from 

a s s i s t a n c e  given to  a m b i t i o n ,  though ,  m arr iage  f ix e d  new bonds o f  k in ­

sh ip  and a i d .  For example,  when Thomas Northen d ie d  in  1517,  he named 

h is  s o n - in - l a w ,  Thomas F lyngaunt ,  t o  s u p e r v i s e  h i s  w i f e ' s  exec u t ion  o f  

h i s  w i l l ,  and when two o f  h i s  a d u l t  sons d ied  th e  nex t  y e a r ,  th e y  in 

tu r n  named F lyngaun t ,  t h e i r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  t o  t h e  same r o l e . ^ ^ ^

A t h i r d  major even t  in  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e  over  which th e  

church  p res ided  was the  l a s t  r i t e s  and b u r i a l ,  an even t  a l s o  p rov id ing  

an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  bonding w i th in  t h e  community. Small p ro c e s s io n s  

he ra lded  extreme i l l n e s s  and d e a th ;  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  was to  be ready  

a t  a l l  t imes  t o  go a t  once to  the  ex t rem ely  i l l  p e r s o n ,  and he was to  

go v e s te d  in  s u r p l i c e  and s t o l e .  Car ry ing  th e  E u c h a r i s t  in  both hands,  

t h e  p r i e s t  was to  be preceded by t h e  p a r i s h  c l e r k  c a r r y i n g  a l a n t e r n  

and r i n g i n g  a hand b e l l  t o  g ive  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  people  t h a t  t h e  sac red  

bread was in  t h e i r  m ids t  so t h a t  t h e y  might  k n ee l .  P roces s ions  bear ing  

t h e  body t o  t h e  church in  C o lc h e s te r  were mentioned in  th e  w i l l s  o f  

E l i z a b e th  Harmanson and A l ic e  Haynes,  but  t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  t h e  church 

be l l  would have been an even more obvious  reminder  to  t h e  l i v i n g  t h a t  

one o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w  p a r i s h i o n e r s  had d i e d .  Small payments to  t h e
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sex ton  o r  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  c l e r k  were given in  w i l l s  t o  ensu re  t h e  r i n g i n g  

o f  t h e  be l l  both a t  t h e  fune ra l  mass and a t  t h e  monthly o r  y e a r l y  a n n i ­

v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a th .  More than  t h a t ,  William Wheler l e f t  money so 

t h a t  t h e  bel l-man o f  t h e  town could  go about  t h e  town with  h i s  b e l l  t o  

cause  the  people  to  pray  f o r  h i s  soul eve ry  y e a r  a t  t h e  same t ime t h a t  

t h e  church b e l l s  were commemorating h i s  d e a t h .  Also b r in g in g  th e  com­

muni ty i n t o  t h e  even t s  su r round ing  a dea th  was t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  food 

o r  money. William B re ton ,  G e n t . ,  l e f t  money i n  1499 to  be sp e n t  on 

bread and a l e ,  seemingly  f o r  t h e  r e f r e s h m en t  o f  every  one who came to  

h is  b u r ia l  and commemorative s e r v i c e s  in  S t .  G i l e s '  Church j u s t  o u t s i d e  

th e  borough w a l l s .  William Wheler in  1493 bequea thed  3 s .  8 d .  t o  buy 

bread and a l e  every  y ea r  a t  h i s  o b i t ,  t h e  y e a r l y  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  h i s  

d e a t h ,  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  church  o f  A rd le ig h ,  which was nea r  C o l c h e s t e r ,

"to cause  a l l  t h e  p a r i s h  t o  d r in k  t h e r e  t o  have t h e  more remembrance to

pray f o r  my s o u l . "  Such genera l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  food and d r in k  f o r  

a l l  a t  t h e  b u r i a l  o r  a t  o b i t  t im e  was never  mentioned by th o s e  wanting

b u r ia l  w i th in  th e  w a l l s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r ;  i n s t e a d ,  bread or  small g i f t s  o f

money were given to  t h e  poor .  For example,  P e t e r  Borow in  1512 s t i p u ­

l a t e d  t h a t  bread to  t h e  va lue  o f  20s .  was to  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  poor 

people  on th e  day o f  h is  b u r i a l . A lso ,  t h e  many p r o v i s io n s  f o r  o b i t s  

and f o r  p u t t i n g  names on th e  b e a d r o l l , t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  dead f o r  whose 

s o u ls  p rayers  were r e g u l a r l y  s a i d ,  must have been co n t in u a l  reminders  

t o  t h e  l i v i n g  o f  t h e i r  bonds to  t h e  dead .  Edi th  Algood,  in  her  w i l l  

o f  1504, was c a r e fu l  t o  i n s t r u c t  her  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  " to  r e h e a r s e "  t h e  

names o f  her  two dead husbands and o f  h e r s e l f  every  Sunday f o r  10 

y e a r s ,  "when he b idde th  th e  bod ies  in  th e  b e a d r o l l .

Events in  th e  l i v e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e n ,  provided  new bonds
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w ith  o t h e r  persons  and even with  t h e  whole community, bu t  a more o b v i ­

ous way in  which th e  p a r i s h  church l i n k e d  people t o g e t h e r  was simply in 

i t s  p ro v i s io n  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  to  be brought t o g e t h e r  in  one p la c e .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  l a i t y  were r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  mass on Sunday mornings

and on holy days ;  m a t in s  and evensong were a l s o  s a i d  on Sundays but

with  fewer in  a t t e n d a n c e ,  i t  seems.  Phythian-Adams has conc luded  t h a t  

t h e  p a r i s h  churches  in  Coventry were q u i t e  crowded f o r  t h e  Sunday mass;  

on t h e  o t h e r  hand, Keith Thomas b e l i e v e s  t h a t  ch u rch -go ing  was q u i t e  

l a x ,  n o t ing  t h a t  some p a r i s h  churches  were to o  small f o r  a l l  p a r i s h i o n ­

e r s  t o  a t t e n d  and t h a t  few o f  th e  poorer  people  a t t e n d e d ,  as  ev idenced  

by th e  many com pla in t s  in  E l i z a b e th a n  t im es  abou t  t h e i r  n e g l ig e n c e .  

Examples o f  non-a t tendance  can c e r t a i n l y  be found in  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  

c o u r t  r e c o r d s ;  two men in  1513 al lowed  o th e r s  in t h e i r  g a rd en ,  seeming­

ly  fo r  games, d u r ing  t h e  t ime o f  d iv i n e  s e r v i c e ,  but  such charges  were 

more commonly in  t h e  p rov ince  o f  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s .  U nfo r tu ­

n a t e l y ,  a rchdeaconry  r e c o rd s  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  Tudor 

p e r io d ,  but a f ragm en ta ry  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  Archdeaconry in 

1540-2 r e p o r t s  t h a t  no t  h a l f  o f  t h e  communicants,  o r  h ouse l ing  peop le ,

o f  S t .  G i l e s '  p a r i s h  went t o  church on Sundays and holy  days .  However,

S t .  G i l e s '  was in  t h e  cu re  o f  t h e  B en e d ic t i n e s  from S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey, 

which had j u s t  been d i s s o lv e d  in 1539,  and t h e  poor church  a t t e n d a n c e  

p robab ly  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  upheaval fo l low ing  t h e  e x ec u t io n  o f  t h e  abbot  

and t h e  d isbursement  o f  t h e  monks and p r o p e r t y .  On th e  o t h e r  hand,  the  

f a c t  t h a t  such in f r in g em en ts  were so n o ta b l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  p robab ly  a 

high p ro p o r t i o n  o f  people  d id  a t t e n d  church  in  C o lc h e s t e r  on Sundays 

and holy  days .^T*

On o t h e r  d ay s ,  t h e r e  were many church  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  the
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p e o p le ,  f o r  mass was to  be s a id  d a i l y  by t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  so t h a t  i f

a l a y  person chose ,  h i s  day might  s t a r t  with  e a r l y  mass a t  6 a .m.  With

i t s  many p r i e s t s ,  ch u rch e s ,  c h a n t r i e s ,  g u i l d s ,  and s p e c i a l  masses f o r

t h e  dead ,  t h e  town a f f o r d e d  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  dur ing  t h e  week f o r

church  a t t e n d a n c e  by t h e  more devout ,  and i t  was probably  t h e  town t h a t

t h e  V ene t ian ,  T re v i s a n ,  was d e s c r i b i n g  i n  1497 when he wrote  t h e

fo l low ing  about  t h e  Engl ish peop le :

Although they  a l l  a t t e n d  Mass every  day ,  and say  many P a t e r n o s t e r s  
in  p u b l i c ,  ( t h e  women c a r r y i n g  long r o s a r i e s  in  t h e i r  hands ,  and 
any who can read  t a k in g  th e  o f f i c e  o f  our Lady w i th  them, and with  
some companion r e c i t i n g  i t  in  t h e  church  ve r se  by v e r s e ,  in  a low 
v o ic e ,  a f t e r  t h e  manner o f  churchmen,)  th e y  always hear  mass on 
Sunday in  t h e i r  p a r i s h  ch u rc h ,  and g ive  l i b e r a l  alms . . . .115

Regular  church  a t t e n d a n c e ,  t h e n ,  brought  t h e  peop le  t o g e t h e r ,  

imposing on them d i s c i p l i n e  and a sense  o f  d u ty ,  bu t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  

o c c a s io n s  such as t h e  p ro ces s io n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  church  which were a t ime 

o f  p a r i s h  s o l i d a r i t y .  On Palm Sunday,  Ascension Day, and Corpus 

C h r i s t i  t h e  p rocess ion  paraded t h e  chu rch y a rd ,  but  on t h e  Rogation Days 

and S t .  Mark's  Day i t  went i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  and open c o u n t r y s i d e .  The 

c r o s s  and th e  p r i e s t  in  h is  cope ,  w ith  perhaps  a s h r i n e ,  headed th e  

p ro c e s s io n  o f  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  who were walking f o r  r e l i g i o u s  purposes  but 

who o f t e n  managed to  have a b i t  o f  fun on th o s e  o c c a s i o n s .  Phy th ian-  

Adams, who has w r i t t e n  on t h e  im portance  o f  ceremony in  t h e  l i f e  o f  the  

medieval town, b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  p ro c e s s io n s  which proceeded around t h e  

churchyard  c e n t e r  symbolized t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  church in  t h e  c r e a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  oneness o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  Going f u r t h e r ,  Mervyn James be­

l i e v e s  t h a t  the  concep t  o f  body provided  by th e  Corpus C h r i s t i  p ro ces ­

s ion  p rovided  th e  urban s o c i e t y  with  a r i t e  and ideo logy  which promoted 

i t s  s o c ia l  i n t e g r a t i o n .
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P a r i s h io n e r s  a l s o  came t o g e t h e r  a t  church to  have fun .  Many 

church a l e s ,  which seem to  have been t h e  main s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  a s  well  

as  a p r i n c i p a l  f u n d - r a i s e r  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rc h ,  have been r e c o rd e d .  

S p o r t s ,  d an c in g ,  and o t h e r  f e s t i v i t i e s  accompanied t h e  church  a l e ,  w ith  

t h e  chu rch y a rd ,  then  f r e e  o f  g r a v e s t o n e s ,  o f t e n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f e s t i v ­

i t i e s .  A lso ,  r e l i g i o u s  p l a y s ,  performed e i t h e r  in  t h e  church  o r  in  t h e  

c hu rchya rd ,  were popu la r  f o r  amusement, f o r  t e a c h i n g ,  and f o r  p r o f i t ,  

and plays  were produced in  towns and v i l l a g e s  a l l  o v e r  Essex in  t h e  

f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  16th c e n t u r y .  The churchwardens '  a c c o u n t s ,  which 

t e l l  so much about  p lays  in  t h e  Essex towns o f  B r a i n t r e e  and Dunmow,are 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  bu t  one t a n t a l i z i n g  a l l u s i o n  

in  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  c o u r t  r o l l  o f  1526-27 r e c o rd s  th e  payment o f  a f i n e  

from two men " f o r  g a t h e r i n g  o f  corn  f o r  S t .  M a r t i n ' s  p l a y . " ^ ^ ^

The p a r i s h  church  a l s o  provided  a p l a c e  and an occa s ion  f o r  

p a r i s h i o n e r s  to  a c t  t o g e t h e r  a s  a body. Maynard Smith b e l i e v e s  t h a t  

t h e  pre -Reform ation  church was much more a p opu la r  i n s t i t u t i o n  than  

l a t e r ,  and t h a t  t h e  people took  p r i d e  in  t h e i r  p a r i s h  c h u rc h ,  with  

p a r i s h  c o u n c i l s  very  a c t i v e  in s u p e r v i s i n g  fund r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  

main tenance and church  r e p a i r  and in  o v e r s e e in g  t h e  work o f  t h e  chu rch ­

wardens .  C o lc h e s te r  r e c o rd s  show t h e  churchwardens o f  S t .  B o to l p h ' s  

p a r i s h  church s e l l i n g  a house in  1515 "by th e  unanimous a s s e n t ,  consen t  

and perm iss ion  o f  t h e  whole body o f  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  t h e  p a r i s h . "

The c o u r t  r e c o rd s  a l s o  document t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  a house which had been 

bequea thed to  S t .  James ' Church; t h e  house was s o l d ,  in  t h e  language  o f  

t h e  deed ,  " a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  r e q u e s t "  o f  t h e  two churchwardens and e leven  

o t h e r  men, a l l  l i s t e d  by name, "and o f  a l l  o t h e r  t r u s t w o r t h y  p a r i s h ­

io n e rs  [ f i d e  dignorum] dw el l ing  w i th i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  James ."  The
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names given from S t .  James ' may have been a kind  o f  church  c o u n c i l ,  o r  

v e s t r y  a s  i t  l a t e r  came to  be c a l l e d .  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church seems to  have 

had a counc i l  o f  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  f o r  th e y  b u i l t  a l a r g e  room, now c a l l e d  

t h e  v e s t r y ,  in  th e  e a r l y  16th c e n t u r y ,  a room l a r g e  enough f o r  about  

20 people to  s i t  c o m fo r t a b ly ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  v a lu e  p la ced  on such

m eetings .TTG

The p a r i s h  church ,  t h e n ,  brought  peop le  t o g e t h e r  f o r  w orsh ip ,  

s o c i a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  or  b u s in es s  meet ings  o f  t h e  p a r i s h ,  bu t  i t  a l s o  

l i n k e d  people  t o g e t h e r  by he lp in g  t h e  law to  p rov ide  o r d e r  and peace in 

t h e  p a r i s h .  Though t h e  p a r i s h  was p r i m a r i l y  a u n i t  o f  church govern­

ment,  th e  c o r p o r a t i o n  a l s o  found t h e  p a r i s h e s  u se fu l  as  c i v i l  u n i t s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t a x e s .  At t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  tax  

c o l l e c t i o n  in  1524-25,  c a l l e d  t h e  l a y  s u b s i d y ,  s u b c o l l e c t o r s  were a p ­

po in ted  f o r  each p a r i s h ,  and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  was by p a r i s h .  L a t e r ,  un­

d e r  Queen E l i z a b e t h ,  t h e  p a r i s h e s  were used even more as  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

u n i t s  when l e g i s l a t i o n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  charged p a r i s h  o f f i c e r s  such as  

churchwardens and c o n s t a b l e s  w i th  poor r e l i e f ,  road  making,  and p o l i c ­

in g .  Perhaps t h e  medieval use  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  f o r  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  goes 

back to  t h e  t i t h i n g  which he lped  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p a r i s h  boundar ie s  in  t h e  

f i r s t  p l a c e .  In any c a s e ,  p a r i s h  boundar ie s  were marked and r e c a l l e d  

each y e a r  a t  a church  p ro cess io n  dur ing  Rogation week,  t h e  week in 

which Ascension Day o c c u r r e d ,  w i th  t h e  b e a t in g  o f  t h e  bounds being f o l ­

lowed by a church f e a s t .  Boys were taken  along on th e  walk around th e  

p a r i s h  l i m i t s  to  ensure  t h a t  w i tn e s s e s  t o  t h e  boundar ie s  should s u rv iv e  

a s  long  as  p o s s i b l e ;  t h e  church  was t h e r e f o r e  he lp fu l  in  a s s i s t i n g  th e  

remembrance o f  p roper  l e g a l  boundar ie s  so e s s e n t i a l  t o  peace and

o r d e r . T T B
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John Bossy a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  church  and i t s  p r i e s t s  played

an im por tan t  p a r t  in  m a in ta in in g  peace in  a s o c i e t y  marked,  accord ing

to  Bossy,  by formal h o s t i l i t y ,  "what one may l o o s e l y  d e s c r i b e  as  f eu d . "

Bossy c i t e s  th e  r i t u a l  o f  t h e  peace be fo re  communion as  an example o f

th e  work o f  t h e  church  in  i n c u l c a t i n g  t h e  id e a l  o f  peace with  o n e ' s

ne ighbor .  Dating from around 1000, t h e  peace r i t u a l  in  t h e  l a t e  Middle

Ages in England had evolved i n t o  t h e  pass ing  around o f  a pax_ or
120

pax-board  fo r  people to  k i s s  i t  in  t u r n .  C e r t a in ly  reminders  o f  

peace were needed;  a r ead ing  o f  any y e a r ' s  c o u r t  r o l l  w i l l  v e r i f y  th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  many d i s p u t e s  and much enmity .  Yet,  t o  say  as Bossy does 

t h a t  a l l  o f  s o c i e t y  was in a s t a t e  o f  formal h o s t i l i t y  i s  too  extreme 

a d e s c r i p t i o n .  Perhaps t h e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  kin groups was an im por tan t  

f a c t o r  in r u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  but  in  t h e  Engl ish  town kin groups were 

g e n e r a l l y  not  long endur ing  nor l a r g e  enough to  m a in ta in  co n t in u in g  

f eu d s .  Yet Bossy i s  indeed c o r r e c t  in  n o t ing  t h a t  the  church promoted 

peace among p a r i s h i o n e r s .

The church a l s o  served  as a l i n k  between p a r i s h i o n e r s  in  r e i n ­

fo r c in g  th e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  t h e  medieval community, t h e re b y  he lp ing  to  e s ­

t a b l i s h  and m a in ta in  t h e  o r d e r  which was valued by s o c i e t y .  Whether 

f o r  good or  i l l ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  was h i e r a r c h i c a l ,  and th e  s e a t i n g  which 

was i n s t a l l e d  in  many p a r i s h  churches  in  th e  15 th  c e n t u ry  put  t h e  

w e a l t h i e s t  men in  f r o n t ,  t h e  women a t  one s i d e ,  and t h e  s e r v a n t s  in  th e  

r e a r .  The d i g n i t y  o f  c i v i c  l e a d e r s  was upheld in  t h e  c h u rch ,  where 

C o lc h es te r  aldermen wore t h e i r  robes  o f  o f f i c e ,  s c a r l e t  gowns and v e l ­

v e t  t i p p e t s  on c e r t a i n  o c c a s i o n s .  In Coventry t h e  mayor p u b l i c l y  dem­

o n s t r a t e d  h is  o f f i c i a l  d e d i c a t i o n  by " t w i c e - d a i l y  p ro ces s io n a l  a t t e n d ­

ances a t  S t .  M ich ae l ' s  f o r  ma t ins  and evensong on workdays,  Sundays and
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h o l i d a y s . "  Fur therm ore ,  Phythian-Adams w r i t e s ,  "The s t r u c t u r e  o f  o r ­

gan ised  r e l i g i o n  co n s p ic u o u s ly  under -p inned  t h e  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s o ­

c i e t y .  Even in  t h e  p a r i s h  church  a f t e r  Mass eve ry  Sunday,  t h e  'Holy 

Cake'  (as  opposed t o  t h e  c o n s e c r a t e d  bread)  was d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  dea ­

cons ' a -quordyng f o r  eve ry  man 's  d e g r e ' . " ^ ^ ^

Although degrees  o f  w ea l th  and s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g  were reco g n ized  

and even encouraged by t h e  c h u r c h ,  y e t  a l l  t h e  peop le  were o n e ,  as  sym­

bo l i zed  by t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  people  every  Sunday o f  t h e  holy cake, 

o r  ho ly  l o a f  a s  i t  was more commonly c a l l e d .  P rov ided  by some o f  t h e  

l a i t y  ev e ry  Sunday— in  C o lc h e s t e r  t h e r e  was an endowment f o r  t h e  p r o ­

v i s i o n  o f  t h e  holy l o a f  a t  S t .  Mary M a g d a le n ' s - - t h e  bread was a t  t h e  

end o f  t h e  mass censed  and b le s s e d  b e f o r e  be ing c u t  i n t o  small p ie ces  

and d i s t r i b u t e d .  Some even took i t  home t o  s i c k  f r i e n d s .  Although not  

sacramenta l  as  was t h e  Holy E u c h a r i s t ,  t h e  peop le  va lued  t h e  custom o f  

t h e  e a t i n g  o f  t h e  holy  l o a f ,  and i n  1540 am ids t  r a d i c a l  changes th e  

custom was commended by th e  R a t io n a l e  o f  Ceremony as  worthy o f  c o n t i n ­

u a t i o n ,  "as a godly  ceremony . . .  t o  pu t  us in  mind t h a t  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  

men be one m ys t ica l  body o f  C h r i s t . " ^ ^ ?

A sense  o f  o n e n e s s ,  t h e n ,  was formed in  t h e  c h u rch ,  and th e  p a r ­

i s h  i t s e l f  and i t s  church  became an o b j e c t  o f  l o y a l t y  to  many. By f a r  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  people  making w i l l s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  be bu r ied  in  

t h e i r  own p a r i s h  church  o r  c h u rc h y a rd ,  and a high p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c h a r i ­

t a b l e  beques ts  were t o  t h e i r  own p a r i s h  churches  o r  to  t h e  poor o f  t h e  

p a r i s h .  Thus,  t h e  church  by b r in g in g  people  t o g e t h e r  f o r  w orsh ip ,  f o r  

fun ,  o r  f o r  p a r i s h  b u s in e s s  he lped  t o  deve lop  a s ense  o f  community 

among t h e  p eop le .  The p a r i s h  church  t h u s  se rved  i n  t h e  v i t a l  c a p a c i t y  

o f  l i n k i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  in  what we have l a b e l e d  as  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e
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kinds  o f  bonds s u p p l i e d  by th e  chu rch .

A second type  o f  l i n k ,  in  ou r  t r i a d  o f  l i n k i n g  f u n c t i o n s ,  was 

t h e  c h u r c h ' s  r o l e  as  a c o n n e c to r  in  t i m e .  As David P a l l i s e r  has w r i t ­

t e n ,  " I t  was th e  p a ro c h ia l  u n i t  which gave th e  c i t i z e n s  t h e i r  s t r o n g e s t  

sense  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  w i th  t h e  p a s t ,  th rough  th o s e  i n t e r c e s s i o n s  l i n k i n g  

t h e  l i v i n g  w i th  t h e  dead which were a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  medieval  r e l i g i o n . "  

To hea r  t h e  names o f  t h e  r e c e n t  dead solemnly pronounced in  t h e  bead- 

r o l l  every  Sunday morning must have g iven  th e  l i v i n g  some sense  o f  one­

n ess  w i th  th o s e  o f  t h e  p a s t .  C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  such a s  Ed i th  Algood 

in  1504 l e f t  money f o r  t h e  p r i e s t  o f  her  p a r i s h  " to  r e h e a r s e  eve ry  name" 

o f  her  two dead husbands and h e r s e l f  f o r  10  y e a r s ,  "when he b id d e th  t h e  

bodies  in t h e  b e a d r o l l . "  P a r i s h i o n e r s  would a l s o  be aware o f  t h e  d a i l y  

i n t e r c e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  dead o f  t h e  c h a n t r y  p r i e s t s  in  t h e i r  town, but  

c l o s e r  to  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  people  were t h e  o b i t s  o b s e rv in g  t h e  an ­

n i v e r s a r i e s  o f  t h e  d e a th s  o f  former p a r i s h i o n e r s . John B a r d e f i e l d ,  

C o lc h e s te r  a lderm an ,  bequea thed  in  1506 th e  p r o f i t s  from a c e r t a i n  

f i e l d  f o r  a y e a r l y  o b i t  to  be kept  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  h i s  2 

w ives ,  and a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  f o r  100 y e a r s .  B a r d e f i e ld  o b v io u s ly  d id  not  

want h i s  name to  be f o r g o t t e n .  Not o n ly  d id  such i n t e r c e s s i o n s  b r in g  a 

oneness  with  the  p a s t ,  but  t h e y  a l s o  c r e a t e d  a co n n ec t io n  w i th  t h e  f u ­

t u r e ,  g iv in g  th e  l i v i n g  a d e s i r e  f o r  f o l lo w in g  g e n e r a t i o n s  in  t u r n  t o

pray  f o r  t h e i r  souls.

The l i n k a g e  in  t ime which t h e  church  provided  o b ta in e d  in  a very  

p r a c t i c a l  way in t h e  p r e s e n t  as  w e l l .  Church b e l l s ,  o b v io u s ly  held in 

a f f e c t i o n  by th e  many who bequea thed  money f o r  t h e  r i n g i n g  o r  r e p a i r  o f  

b e l l s ,  woke the  people  f o r  work and s e n t  them to  bed a t  curfew t i m e ,  

f u l f i l l i n g  to  some degree  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a c l o c k .  Cardinal  Gasquet



150

t e l l s  about  t h e  Angel us b e l l ,  a l s o  known in  England as t h e  Ave b e l l  o r  

t h e  Gabr iel  b e l l ,  which sounded t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  in  t h e  morning and t h e  

l a s t  a t  n i g h t .  In Bury S t .  Edmunds t h e  Angel us b e l l  was rung a t  4 a .m. 

and 9 p.m. in  summer and a t  6 a .m. and 8 p.m. i n  w i n t e r .  Church b e l l s  

were a l s o  reminders  o f  d u ty ,  c a l l i n g  th e  f a i t h f u l  t o  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  church  o r  to  o t h e r  e v e n t s ,  both  joyous  and sad .  More 

than marking th e  t ime in each day ,  though ,  t h e  p a r i s h  church was i n t i ­

m a te ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  passage o f  t h e  y e a r ,  in  i t s  f e a s t  days and 

p r o c e s s i o n s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  r i t u a l  su r round ing  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r i e s  

o f  t h e  b i r t h ,  dea th  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ,  in what Charles  

Phythian-Adams c a l l s  t h e  r i t u a l i s t i c  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r .  Even t h e  d a t in g  

o f  t h e  borough c o u r t  r o l l s  conformed to  t h e  church  c a l e n d a r ;  r a t h e r  

than  g iv in g  th e  month and day ,  each s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t  was r e l a t e d  to  

a nearby  f e a s t .  For example,  t h e  two r e g u l a r  c o u r t s  he ld  in  C o lc h e s te r  

in  th e  f o u r t h  week in  Jan u a ry ,  1530,  were da ted  as being on th e  "Monday 

b e fo re  th e  conve rs ion  o f  S t .  Paul" and on t h e  "Thursday a f t e r  t h e  con­

v e r s io n  o f  S t .  Paul ."T24

The chu rch ,  t h e n ,  no t  only  l i n k e d  th e  peop le  t o g e t h e r ,  bu t  i t  

was a l i n k  in  t im e —a p r a c t i c a l  l i n k  in  th e  p r e s e n t  t o  mark th e  passage 

o f  t im e ,  but  a l s o  a t r a n s c e n d e n t  l i n k  w i th  t h e  p a s t  and t h e  f u t u r e ,  

making t h e  oneness o f  God's people exceed t h e  boundar ie s  o f  t ime and 

p l a c e .  Above a l l ,  though ,  th e  church in  i t s  t h i r d  and f i n a l  l i n k i n g  

f u n c t i o n  connec ted  t h e  people w ith  God, and t h i s  in  i t s e l f  gave them 

a sense  o f  community: one church and one people  s e rv in g  one God. The 

l i n k a g e  with  God th rough  t h e  church  was o f  u tmost  importance  to  a s o ­

c i e t y  preoccupied  w i th  dea th  and judgment .  "Dooms" or  l a s t  judgment 

scenes  on church w a l l s  became common in  t h e  15th c e n t u r y ,  and t h e  soul



151

needed th e  p r o t e c t i o n  from judgment a f f o r d e d  by t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  C h r i s t  

on th e  c r o s s .  The reenac tm en t  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  and t h e  b e l i e f  in  th e  

Real Presence  o f  C h r i s t  in t h e  Mass were c e n t r a l  to  t h e  w orsh ip .  The 

grand cl imax o f  t h e  Mass came when t h e  bread  and wine had been co n s e ­

c r a t e d  to  become t h e  Body and Blood o f  C h r i s t ,  and t h e  elements  were 

w o r s h i p f u l ly  e l e v a t e d  by t h e  c e l e b r a n t ,  while  a b e l l  rang  o u t ,  a c en se r  

s e n t  c louds  o f  smoke upward,  and c a n d le s  were e l e v a t e d  in  homage. De­

vo t ion  to  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  was ev idenced by th e  growth in p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

t h e  f e a s t  o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  when t h e  s ac red  h o s t  was c a r r i e d  around 

th e  p a r i s h .  Most people  a c t u a l l y  took  communion only  once a y e a r ,  a t  

E a s t e r  i t  seems,  t h e  bare  minimum o f  y e a r l y  co n fe s s io n  and communion 

decreed  by t h e  Fourth  Lateran  Council having hardened i n t o  normal and 

acc e p te d  p r a c t i c e .  The c u lm in a t io n  o f  most o f  t h e  d i v i n e  s e r v i c e s ,  

t h e n ,  was t h e  communion o f  t h e  p r i e s t ,  and t o  see  h i s  communion was ap­

p a r e n t l y  though t  t o  be e f f i c a c i o u s , so t h e  minimal observance  by th e  

l a i t y  should  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be viewed as  im p ie ty .

The church in  i t s  pr imary r o l e  o f  co n n ec t in g  people  t o  God was 

charged with  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  people  in  t h e i r  du ty  t o  God; t h e  p r i e s t  

was t o  a s s i s t  even t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  in  l e a r n i n g  t h e  b a s i s  o f  b e l i e f  and 

t h e  r u l e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  conduc t .  However, t h e r e  was a p p a r e n t l y  on ly  a 

l i t t l e  o rg an iz ed  personal  i n s t r u c t i o n  by p r i e s t s ,  even in  t h e  p r e p a r a ­

t i o n  f o r  c o n fe s s io n  and communion; f o r  t h e  most p a r t  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c ­

t i o n  was supposed to  be g iven  by p a r e n t s  and godparen ts  t o  t h e  young.  

Even when p r i e s t s  conducted s c h o d l s ,  d i r e c t  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was 

s l i g h t ,  though much was p robab ly  im par ted  in  a p r a c t i c a l  way, f o r  ex ­

ample,  by us ing  th e  P a t e r n o s t e r  in  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  r e a d i n g .

The d e f i c i e n c y  in  personal  i n s t r u c t i o n  made t h e  r i t e  o f
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c o n fe s s io n  a l l  t h e  more im por tan t  f o r  i t s  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  v a l u e ,  s i n c e  

t h e  p r i e s t  could deal  i n t i m a t e l y  with  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  probing  f o r  unde­

c l a r e d  s i n s .  Handbooks t o  a i d  p r i e s t s  were a v a i l a b l e ,  and they  show 

t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  cou ld  a l s o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p e n i t e n t  about  h i s  f a i t h  as 

well as  c o n v i c t  him o f  s i n f u l n e s s .  John Myrc 's  I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  P a r i s h  

P r i e s t s  en jo in e d  p r i e s t s  to  a s c e r t a i n  whether  t h e  p e n i t e n t  could  say  

h is  P a t e r n o s t e r ,  Creed,  and Ave, and i f  he could  n o t ,  t o  g ive  him such 

a penance t h a t  he would know them b e fo re  he came a g a i n .  Confess ion ,  

which was mandatory be fo re  one took communion a t  l e a s t  once a y e a r ,  

p robably  took p la ce  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  t o o ,  making i t  more f r e q u e n t  than  

t h e  t a k in g  o f  communion f o r  t h e  ave rage  p a r i s h i o n e r .  Thomas T e n t l e r ,  

in  h i s  s tu d y  o f  sacram en ta l  c o n f e s s i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  p r a c t i c e d  in 

Germany, F rance ,  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  and th e  N e th e r l a n d s ,  has no ted  t h a t  con­

f e s s i o n  was t i e d  t o  c e r t a i n  s e a s o n s ,  such as t h e  f e a s t s  o f  All S a in t s  

o r  C h r i s tm as ,  and c e r t a i n l y  to  Lent and E a s t e r .  In England,  f o r  exam­

p l e ,  August in ian  P r i o r  John Myrc in h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  sermons urged h is  

h e a r e r s  t o  p rep a re  f o r  Whi tsun,  t h e  P en te co s t  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  in  t h e  f o l ­

lowing manner:

C r i s t e n  men and woymen, S e ty rday  J>at nex t  comy^e, a s  50 knowebe 
w e l l ,  ys Whytson-euen,  ge s c h u l l  a l l  f a s t  and come to&e ch y rch e ,
f o r t o  he re  and se be se ruyce  ba t  ys  b a t  day don yn holy  chyrche .
b e r f o r  ze  sc h u l l  a l l  make you redy  and c l e n e  yn s o u l e ,  b a t  ze mow 
be ab u l l  ba t  day to  recyue  be Holy Cost ba t  be Fadyr o f  Heuen 
sendube among a l l  monkynd. Wherfor I pray  you and cha rche  you ,  y f  
any o f  you ys f a l l e n  i n t o  any greues  synne ,  ba t  he come to  me and
c l a n s e  hym b e r o f ,  e r  ben Sonday com; and I wyll be redy  f o r t o  helpe,
in  a l l  b a t  ly b e  yn me, f o r t o  do wyth good wyll wyth be g race  o f  
God. For ta kebe  in  c e r t e y n e :  r y g t  as  non o f  you woll goo ynto  a 
p lace  beras  stynkyng ca re n  y s ,  but  s toppybe h i s  nase  and hybe hym 
bens ;  r y g t  soo be Holy Gost f l e b e  from be so u le  b a t  ys combryd wyth 
ded ly  synne.  . . . r y g t  soo he hyub t o  bylke ba t  lyen  in  c l annes  o f  
body and s o u l e ,  and ben yn c h a r i t é  to  God and to  man. . . .

A lso ,  c e r t a i n  c r i s e s ,  such as dangerous j o u r n e y s ,  c h i l d b i r t h ,  and

s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s e s  might  a l s o  provoke one t o  seek  h i s  p r i e s t  f o r
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c o n f e s s i o n .  As an i n s t ru m e n t  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  though ,  c o n f e s s io n  had 

i t s  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  w i th  i t s  va lue  r e s t r i c t e d  by in f requency  o r  by incom-
1 ?7

p e t e n t  p r i e s t s .

Sermons had g r e a t  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  v a l u e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  bu t  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  de te rm ine  how o f t e n  th e  Sunday churchgoer  would have 

heard  sermons.  Archbishop Peckham had decreed  in  1281 t h a t  t h e r e  must 

be a sermon in  th e  v e r n a c u la r  in  t h e  p a r i s h  church  a t  l e a s t  4 t im es  a 

y e a r ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t e a c h i n g  on t h e  Creed,  t h e  Ten Commandments, th e  

seven works o f  mercy,  t h e  seven v i r t u e s ,  t h e  seven v i c e s ,  and t h e  seven 

sac ram en ts .  The popu la r  p reach ing  o f  t h e  f r i a r s  helped deve lop a t a s t e  

f o r  sermons,  and i t  seems t h a t  sermons in  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  were more com­

mon in  t h e  p a r i s h  churches  in  t h e  l a t e  Middle Ages, s i n c e  p u l p i t s  f o r  

p reach ing  and pews f o r  t h e  comfor t  o f  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  became f a r  more 

common a t  t h a t  t im e .  There a r e  no p a r i s h  church  p u l p i t s  d a t i n g  from 

e a r l i e r  than  t h e  mid-14 th  c e n t u r y ,  and s e a t s  were added in  many 

churches  in  t h e  15th  and t h e  e a r l y  16th c e n t u r i e s .

Sermons and pe rsona l  i n s t r u c t i o n  were o f t e n  spasmodic and l a c k ­

ing in  q u a l i t y ,  w ith  much depending on th e  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t ,  and i t  was t h e  l i t u r g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  v i s u a l  and 

d ra m a t ic  e l e m e n t s ,  and a l s o  t h e  phys ica l  su r round ings  which were so im­

p o r t a n t  in  t e a c h i n g  many, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e ,  about  t h e i r  

f a i t h .  S ince  th e  mass was a lmos t  e n t i r e l y  in  L a t in  and t h e r e f o r e  i n ­

com prehens ib le  t o  m os t ,  t h e  v i s u a l  e lements  were pr imary in  an under­

s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  ceremony.  Popula r  devo t ion  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on gazing  a t  

t h e  Host a t  t h e  e l e v a t i o n ,  and o t h e r  e lements  o f  t h e  l i t u r g y  were 

marked by ceremony.  The read in g  o f  t h e  Gospel which cu lmina ted  th e  

f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  had i t s  impor tance a c c e n tu a t e d  by th e
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c a r r y i n g  in  p ro c e s s io n  o f  t h e  Gospel Book, which might  even have a 

cover  o f  p rec ious  metal  s e t  with  p rec ious  s t o n e s .  Drama was b u i l t  in  

to  many o f  t h e  ce remonies ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  d u r in g  Holy Week, beg inning 

w i th  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  palms on Palm Sunday,  t h e  c r e e p in g  t o  th e  

c r o s s  on Good F r id a y ,  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r o s s  from t h e  E as te r  

s e p u lc h re  t o  i t s  p la c e  on t h e  high a l t a r  on E a s t e r  Day.T^®

Not o n ly  in  r i t u a l  was dogma d e c l a r e d  to  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e ,  bu t  as  

Manning has w r i t t e n ,  "The church  i t s e l f ,  even th e  humbles t ,  was t h e  

poor man's  s e r v i c e  book." Other  popu la r  s u b j e c t s  f o r  p a i n t i n g  in  t h e  

l a t e  Middle Ages were t h e  Dance o f  Death ,  t h e  Seven Deadly S i n s ,  and 

t h e  Weighing o f  S o u l s ,  a l l  conveying a s t r o n g  message to  t h e i r  v ie w ers .  

I n s p i r i n g  a sense  o f  awe was,  above a l l ,  t h e  Great  Rood between th e  

nave and t h e  c h a n c e l ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  C h r i s t  on t h e  c r o s s .  The e a r l y  15th  

c e n t u r y  w r i t e r  o f  Dives and Pauper a b l v  e x p la in ed  th e  impor tance o f  

images and p a i n t i n g s  in  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  chu rch ,  when he wrote  t h a t  

th e y  a r e  t h e r e  " to  s t e r y n  mannys a f f e c c io u n  and h is  h e r t e  to  deuocioun,  

f o r  o f t e n  man i s  more s t e r y d  be s y g h te  b&n be heryng o r  redyngge.  Also 

bey been ordeynyd to  been a to kene  and a book t o  be lewyd p e p l e ,  ba t  

bey moun redyn in ymagerye and peyn tu re  b a t  c l e r k y s  redyn in  boke ."  

Several  C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s  mentioned images in  t h e i r  p a r i s h  churches  

w i th  obvious a f f e c t i o n ,  l e a v in g  money f o r  t h e i r  r e f u r b i s h i n g .  For ex­

ample,  John Leveson in  1492 l e f t  5 marks " to  t h e  new dyghting  o f  S t .  

Paul in  S t .  Leonard 's  c h u rc h , "  and in 1509 Joan Ink ley  bequea thed 20s .  

" to  t h e  g i l d i n g  o f  t h e  rood l o f t "  in  t h e  church  o f  S t .  N icho la s .

The urban p a r i s h  ch u rch ,  t h e n ,  so v a l u a b le  in  l i n k i n g  people  to  

each o t h e r  and to  God, both in  t h e  p r e s e n t  and in  t h e  p a s t ,  added c o l o r  

and beau ty  to  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  townsmen, but  more s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i t
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shaped v a l u e s ,  he lp in g  to  form a sense  o f  t h e  r e a s o n a b le  and o f  th e  

m ora l .  In t h e  urban  s o c i e t y  based on commerce, t h e  church  r e i n f o r c e d  

t h e  h i e r a r c h y  and v a lu e s  o f  t h e  town, brought cohes ion  and bonding to  

an amorphous group o f  peop le ,  and provided a sense  o f  s t a b i l i t y  and 

c e r t i t u d e  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  whose way o f  l i f e  was c o n s id e re d  

unworthy by t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  E ng l ish  s o c i e t y .  The church  provided  

a communal c o n t e x t  in  which i t  was p o s s i b l e  to  be p io u s ,  even though 

one was engaged in  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  money.

S e c t io n  3:  R e l ig io u s  Houses and Foundations

C o lc h e s t e r  a f f o r d e d  an even more v a r i e d  r e l i g i o u s  envi ronment 

than  t h e  p a r i s h  churches  a lo n e  cou ld  p ro v id e :  fou r  r e l i g i o u s  houses

f l o u r i s h e d  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  p rov id ing  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  ex per i ence  

which must have l e n t  much v i t a l i t y ,  c o l o r ,  and d i v e r s i t y  to  t h e  m i l i e u .  

E a r l i e s t  on t h e  scene  were t h e  A ugus t in ians  and t h e  B en e d ic t in e s  in 

t h e  l a t e  11th  and e a r l y  12th  c e n t u r i e s ,  w i th  th e  F ran c isca n s  and 

Crossed F r i a r s  s e t t l i n g  in  C o lc h e s t e r  sometime i n  t h e  mid-13th  c e n t u r y .  

The e a r l y  coming o f  t h e  A ugus t in ians  and B ened ic t ine s  meant t h a t  they  

ga ined  c o n t ro l  o f  most  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  a t  l e a s t  in  so f a r  as 

th e y  had t h e  advowsons.  The B e n e d ic t i n e  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey had t h e  ad ­

vowson o f  7 p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s ,  and th e  A ugus t in ian  S t .  B o to l p h ' s  P r io r y ,  

o f  6 p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s .  J u s t  a s imple a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  p a t r o n ­

age o f  C o lc h e s te r  c h u rc h e s ,  us ing  Table 6 ,  says  much about  t h e  r o l e s  o f  

t h e  two o r d e r s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  t h e  A ugus t in ians  had th e  

p a t ronage  o f  fou r  o f  t h e  churches  w i th i n  t h e  w a l l s ,  and t h e  Benedic­

t i n e s ,  o n ly  two.  Fur thermore ,  t h e  A ugus t in ians  had th e  r i g h t  o f  p r e ­

s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  3 most im por tan t  p a r i s h  churches  w i th in  t h e  w a l l s ,  in
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terms o f  a r e a ,  w e a l t h ,  o r  p o p u la t i o n ,  i . e .  All S a i n t s ’ , S t .  J a m e s ' ,  and 

S t .  P e t e r ' s .  The B e n ed ic t in e  S t .  Jo h n ' s  Abbey, on t h e  o t h e r  hand,had 

t h e  advowson o f  more o f  t h e  chu rches  o u t s i d e  t h e  w a l l s ,  no doubt  r e ­

s u l t i n g  from th e  B e n e d i c t i n e s '  o r i g i n a l  foundation  by t h e  Norman l o r d ,  

Eudo, who was a s s i s t e d  by g i f t s  from h is  landed f r i e n d s .  From th e  be­

g in n i n g ,  t h e n ,  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  two o r d e r s  was d i f f e r e n t  in  Col4 

C h e s t e r ,  S t .  J o h n ' s  s e rv in g  th e  landed  people both w i th in  and beyond 

t h e  borough o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and S t .  B o to lp h ' s  more concerned with  th e
1 3 1

townspeople .

The A ugus t in ians  had an advan tage  among t h e  townspeople from 

t h e i r  b e g in n in g ,  f o r  they  grew o u t  o f  an a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  company o f  

p r i e s t s  s e rv in g  a church  o f  S t .  Boto lph .  In 1093 a Kentishman c a l l e d  

Norman, who had s t u d i e d  a t  Bee under Anselm and had come to  England 

w i th  t h e  Archbishop ,  persuaded t h e  company o f  p r i e s t s  t o  j o i n  a r e l i ­

g ious  o r d e r .  Norman adv ised  t h e  a dop t ion  o f  t h e  A ugus t in ian  r u l e ,  and 

with  Archbishop Anselm's  he lp  Norman and one o f  t h e  p r i e s t s  from Col­

c h e s t e r  went  abroad  t o  s tudy  t h e  r u l e ,  which was then  unknown in  Eng­

l a n d .  Sometime b e fo re  1100 t h e  p r i o r y  was founded,  having as p r i o r  

A i n u l f ,  who had headed th e  e x i s t i n g  company o f  p r i e s t s .  The canons 

were not  c l o i s t e r e d ,  as  were t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e s ,  and th e y  were meant to  

have a m i n i s t r y  among t h e  townsmen though l i t t l e  i s  known about  t h e  na­

t u r e  o f  t h e i r  work.  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  p o s s i b ly  

never exceed ing i t s  o r i g i n a l  number o f  13 inm ates ,  t h a t  number t y p i f y ­

ing C h r i s t  and h is  a p o s t l e s .  N e i th e r  d id  i t  a c q u i r e  g r e a t  w e a l th ,  

having a y e a r l y  v a lu e  o f  fcl34 3s .  4d .  a t  i t s  d i s s o l u t i o n  in 1536.^^^

Rather  w e a l t h i e r  w ith  a y e a r l y  va lue  o f  b523 16s .  l / 4 d .  was S t .  

J o h n ' s  A b b e y i n  1465 t h e r e  were 26 monks a t  S t .  J o h n ' s  and in  1535,
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24 monks. I t s  abbot  was m i t r e d ,  w i th  a s e a t  in P a r l i a m e n t ,  none o f  

which helped when th e  l a s t  abbo t  opposed Henry V I I I ' s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

p o l i c y  and in  1539 was hanged o u t s i d e  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  c i t y  ga te  f o r  high 

t r e a s o n .  S t .  J o h n ' s  g r e a t e r  w ea l th  and p r i v i l e g e  made c o n f l i c t  w i th  

i t s  ne ighbors  I n e v i t a b l e ;  David S tevenson ,  in  r e c o u n t in g  some o f  t h e  

h o s t i l e  i n c i d e n t s ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  enmity was q u i t e  s e v e r e ,  remarking 

t h a t " t h e  s p e c ia l  h a t r e d  o f  t h e  townsmen had been r e s e rv e d  fo r  t h e  r i c h  

and powerful  abbey o f  S t .  John ."  The a b b o t ' s  le ga l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  

t h e  t e n a n t s  o f  th e  s i z a b l e  abbey la nds  w i th in  t h e  borough and t h e  

ab b e y ' s  r i g h t  o f  c h a r t e r e d  s a n c tu a r y  were t ime and a g a in  sources  o f  

h o s t i l i t y .  Once in  1429 th e  abbot  r e t a l i a t e d  by accus ing  th e  townsmen 

o f  L o l l a rd y ;  more o r d i n a r y  were th e  i n c i d e n t s  dur ing  th e  Tudor p e r io d ,  

when t h e  people o c c a s i o n a l l y  broke down t h e  f ence s  and put  t h e i r  c a t t l e  

on t h e  abbey l a n d s ,  c l a im ing  th e  l ands  as a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  common land .  

Repea tedly  in  th e  r e ig n  o f  Henry VIII  t h e  Abbot o f  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  as  well 

as  t h e  P r io r  o f  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  were engaged in  l a w s u i t s  a g a i n s t  c i t i ­

zens in  t h e  borough c o u r t ,  u s u a l l y  on p le a s  o f  t r e s p a s s  o r  d e b t ,  no 

doubt  because  o f  t h e i r  numerous p r o p e r t i e s  in  th e  a r e a . ^ ^ *

Even th e  physica l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  2 o l d e r  houses was r e v e a l i n g .  

Both were o u t s i d e  t h e  w a l l s ,  bu t  t h e  A ugus t in ian  p r i o r y  was o n ly  a few 

ya rds  from th e  w a l l ,  whereas th e  B e n e d ic t i n e  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey, though 

on ly  a few hundred yards  f a r t h e r  away, was on a h i l l  a lmost  as  high as 

t h a t  on which th e  town was s i t u a t e d ,  evoking an aura  o f  s e p a r a t e n e s s  

and l o r d l y  detachment from th e  town, y e t  s t i l l  very  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  town.

The B ened ic t ine s  were o f  c o u r s e  c l o i s t e r e d ,  but  t h e  August in ian  

canons were presumably f r e e  to  do p a s to r a l  work in  t h e  town i f  they  

chose .  Each house,  however, d id  have t h e  cu re  o f  th e  p a r i s h  in  which
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i t  was l o c a t e d .  The p a r i s h  church  o f  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  seems t o  have occu­

pied  one a i s l e  o f  t h e  A ugus t in ian  p r i o r y  church ,  and some o f  t h e  canon-  

c u r a t e s  o b v io u s ly  i n s p i r e d  r e s p e c t  from p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  w i th  a few t e s t a ­

t o r s  r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e i r  c u r a t e  a s  "my g h o s t ly  f a t h e r . "^^5 on th e  o t h e r  

hand,  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  S t .  G i le s  d id  no t  seem to  have a g r e a t  love 

f o r  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey. S t .  G i le s  was t h e  p a r i s h  in  which t h e  Benedic­

t i n e s  were l o c a t e d ,  and a monk from S t .  J o h n ' s  always had th e  cure  o f  

S t .  G i l e s '  Church.  P a r i s h i o n e r s  l e f t  l e g a c i e s  to  S t .  G i l e s '  Church,  

but  th e y  were o f t e n  c a r e f u l  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  i t  was to  be in  t h e  hands o f  

churchwardens .  Only 7 t e s t a t o r s  from S t .  G i l e s '  p a r i s h  asked fo r  

p r a y e r s  a t  S t .  J o h n ' s  in  the  e a r l y  Tudor p e r i o d ,  and on ly  a few o th e r s  

from t h e  g e n t ry  o r  from th e  a lde rm an ic  ranks  made mention o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  

in  t h e i r  w i l l s .  Few people  from o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r i s h e s  in  which th e  2 

o l d e r  houses were l o c a t e d  mentioned th e  o l d e r  houses in  t h e i r  w i l l s .  

N e i th e r  t h e  B e n e d ic t in e s  nor t h e  A u g u s t in ia n s  had t h e  overwhelming a f ­

f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  townspeople  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  i t  seems.

Perhaps t h e  most  im por tan t  r e l i g i o u s  house in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  in 

te rms  o f  i t s  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  p eop le ,  was th e  Grey 

F r i a r s ,  o r  t h e  F ra n c i s c a n s  o r  F r i a r s  Minor as  t h e y  were v a r i o u s l y  nomi­

n a t e d .  The F ran c is ca n s  came t o  England in  1224,  but  t h e i r  coming to  

C o lc h e s t e r  i s  c louded in  o b s c u r i t y .  There i s  a r e c o rd  o f  a g r a n t  o f  a 

p l o t  o f  ground to  th e  F r i a r s  by t h e  King in  1237,  and c e r t a i n l y  they  

were e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  C o lc h e s te r  in  1279 when th e y  r e ­

ce ived  a l i c e n s e  t o  make a w a te r  c o n d u i t  th rough t h e  town w a l l .  In 

1309 a church  was b u i l t  f o r  t h e  F r i a r s  by th e  Lord o f  t h e  Manor o f  Lex- 

den,  Rober t  F i t z w a l t e r .  The m iss ion  o f  t h e  F r i a r s  was to  t h e  town from 

t h e  v e ry  b e g in n in g ,  and a l th o u g h  th e y  were lampooned in  14th and 15th
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c e n tu ry  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  being too  greedy and cunn ing ,  t h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y  

in t h e  towns con t inued  r i g h t  up to  t h e i r  s u p p r e s s i o n .  In York, f o r  ex ­

ample,  one in  t h r e e  o f  th o s e  making w i l l s  between 1501 and 1538 remem­

bered a f r i a r y  in  t h e i r  w i l l s ,  and in  C o lc h e s te r  more beques ts  were 

made to  t h e  Grey F r i a r s  (29 o u t  o f  203 w i l l s )  than  to  any o t h e r  r e l i ­

gious  house ,  a l though  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  was only  h a l f  t h a t  o f  York. The 

emphasis o f  t h e  f r i a r s  had been no t  so much on th e  m a jes ty  and so v e r ­

e i g n t y  o f  God, as  on h i s  lo v ing  k indness  in  sending  h is  son to sha re  

men's  l o t .  Preached by th e  f r i a r s  was a devo t ion  open to  r i c h  and poor 

a l i k e ,  aimed a t  t h e  c o n s e c r a t i o n  o f  t h e  whole o f  l i f e ,  and in many i n ­

s t a n c e s  th e y  were enormously s u c c e s s f u l .  They were well t r a i n e d  f o r  

p r e a c h in g ,  and t h e i r  sermons must have been a welcome c o n t r a s t  t o  th o s e  

in  many p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s .

The fo u r th  r e l i g i o u s  house in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e  Crossed o r  

Crutched F r i a r s ,  had a checkered  e x i s t e n c e .  According to  David Knowles, 

t h e  Engl ish  Crutched F r i a r s  d e r iv e d  from a group o f  c r u c i f e r 1 fo l low ing  

th e  Rule o f  S t .  Augustine founded nea r  Huy in  Belgium in  1211,  whose 

work was c h i e f l y  in  h o s p i t a l s .  Records f i r s t  mention a p r i o r  o f  the  

Holy Cross in  C o lc h e s t e r  in  1235,  which i s  e a r l i e r  than  Knowles' da te  

o f  1244 f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  a r r i v a l  i n t o  England. The h o s p i t a l  in  Col­

c h e s t e r  was a p p a r e n t l y  endowed by th e  Lord o f  t h e  Manor o f  Stanway, 

which i s  cont iguous  to  t h e  borough o f  C o lc h e s t e r .  In t h e  14th c e n t u r y ,  

i t  seems to  have become mere ly  a f r e e  c h a p e l , but  in  1407 th e  King 

gran ted  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h e  fo unda t ion  o f  a Guild o f  S t .  Helen in  th e  

Chapel o f  t h e  Holy Cross to  m a in ta in  13 poor men and to  found a c h a n t ry  

o f  5 c h a p l a i n s .  Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  15th  c e n t u r y ,  th e  Crossed F r i a r s  

r e a s s e r t e d  t h e i r  c la im  t o  t h e  s i t e  and were r e a d m i t t e d  in  1496; they
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were s u b se q u e n t ly  e n t r u s t e d  with  t h e  t a s k  o f  d a i l y  p raye r s  t o  f u l f i l l  

the  r equ i re m en ts  o f  some o f  t h e  c h a n t r y  fo u n d a t io n s  which had been 

housed in  t h e i r  chapel  when i t  was under t h e  Guild  o f  S t .  Helen .  With 

a house f o r  o n ly  4 Crossed F r i a r s ,  t h e y  had a t  t h e i r  d i s s o l u t i o n  o n ly  a 

y e a r l y  va lue  o f  k7 7 s .  8 d . ,  and i t  was t h e i r  p o v e r ty  which may p a r t l y  

e x p l a in  why th e y  had in du lgences  p r i n t e d  in  1523 which a d m i t t ed  to  

t h e i r  c o n f r a t e r n i t y  th o s e  who gave alms t o  t h e  p r i o r y .

A few o t h e r  fo u n d a t io n s  p rovided  v a r i e t y  on t h e  r e l i g i o u s  scene .  

The Hospi ta l  o f  S t .  Mary Magdalen,  founded by Eudo as  a l e p e r  h o s p i t a l  

in  t h e  e a r l y  12th  c e n t u r y ,  was r e c o n s t i t u t e d  in  1423 under t h e  d i r e c ­

t i o n  o f  Humphrey, Duke o f  G l o u c e s t e r ,  and was then  d e c l a r e d  t o  be f o r  

a m a s te r  and 5 poor men s in c e  l e p r o s y  was no lo n g e r  a problem in  

England. Under t h e  pa t ronage  o f  t h e  Abbot o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  and w i th  i t s

small independen t  endowment, i t  was seldom th e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  c h a r i t y  o f  
1 38t h e  townspeople .  Dearer  t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s  was S t .  Anne' s  Chapel ,  

where t h e r e  had been a holy  well and herm i tage  and t o  which t h e r e  was 

a g u i l d  a t t a c h e d  as e a r l y  a s  1491.  A l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ,  John V e r tu e ,  who 

d ie d  in  1486,  had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  an almshouse a n d / o r  a h o s te l  f o r  

poor t r a v e l e r s ,  and th roughou t  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r io d  s h e e t s  and o t h e r  

bedding were bequeathed  by th e  peop le  t o  S t .  A n n e ' s . ^^ *  Also in  Col­

c h e s t e r  was t h e  a n c i e n t  S t .  H e le n ' s  Chape l ,  in  which two c h a n t r i e s  had 

been founded in  t h e  14th c e n t u r y ,  a t  which t ime t h e  advowson had been 

put  in to  t h e  hands o f  t h e  b a i l i f f s  and commonalty.  There seems t o  have 

been on ly  one c h a p l a in  s ay ing  d a i l y  p ra y e r s  in S t .  H e len ' s  Chapel in  

t h e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r i o d ,  but  t h e  c h a p e l , even though under t h e  pa t ronage  

o f  t h e  b a i l i f f s ,  does n o t  seem t o  have c a p tu r e d  th e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e  

people  a s  i t  was seldom mentioned in  w i l l s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor period.
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With a l l  t h e  v a r io u s  p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  houses ,  and f r e e  

c h a p e l s ,  t h e r e  must have been a d iv i n e  s e r v i c e  t o  f i t  t h e  needs or  

t a s t e  o f  a lmos t  everyone  a t  any t ime in  C o lc h e s t e r ,  and t h e r e  was a l s o  

a d i v e r s i t y  o f  c h a r i t a b l e  and wor thy  causes  t o  be t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  

benevolen t  and t e n d e r  c o n s c i e n c e s .

Sec t ion  4 :  C o lc h e s t e r  and t h e  Larger  Church

Of c o u r s e  t h e  l a r g e r  church touched C o l c h e s t e r ,  t o o ;  s i t u a t e d  in 

t h e  Diocese o f  London, C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  a lmost  always gave a small 

amount to  t h e i r  c a th e d ra l  Church o f  S t .  Paul in  London. Only t h e  b i s h ­

op o f  t h e  d io c e se  cou ld  a d m i n i s t e r  co n f i rm a t io n  to  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  o rd a in  

a p r i e s t  o r  deacon,  and c o n s e c r a t e  a church  o r  b u r i a l  y a r d .  A lso ,  in  

h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o f f i c e  and in  every  t h i r d  subsequen t  y e a r  a b ishop 

was d i r e c t e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  an o f f i c i a l  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  h i s  d i o c e s e ;  even 

s o ,  t h e  peop le  p robab ly  saw l i t t l e  o f  t h e i r  b i s h o p ,  f o r  he could  ap­

p o in t  a s u f f r a g a n  b ishop i f  he chose t o  be ab s e n t  o r  was hampered by 

age o r  i l l  h e a l t h .

More in  c o n t a c t  with  t h e  people was t h e  a rchdeacon .  For admin­

i s t r a t i v e  purposes  eve ry  d io c ese  had been d iv ided  i n t o  l a r g e  d i s t r i c t s ,  

each one under an a rchdeacon ,  and t h e  Diocese o f  London had t h r e e  a r c h ­

d e a c o n r i e s ,  Essex,  Middle sex ,  and C o lc h e s t e r .  The d u t i e s  o f  t h e  a r c h ­

deacon inc luded  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  c l e r i c s  i n t o  pa roch ia l  b e n e f i c e s  and 

th e  ho ld ing  o f  annual v i s i t a t i o n s  ( in  t h e  y e a r s  in  which t h e  b ishop  did 

not  v i s i t )  t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e  church f a b r i c  and church  p ro p e r ty  were 

kept  in  good r e p a i r ,  t h a t  t h e  incumbent c a r r i e d  o u t  h is  d u t i e s ,  and 

t h a t  both t h e  c l e r g y  and l a i t y  conformed to  good moral s t a n d a r d s .  The 

archdeacon was on ly  doing h i s  du ty  when h i s  v i s i t  t o  C o lc h e s te r  in  1545
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re v e a le d  t h a t  John Case s tay ed  away from church and kep t  a wench "be­

s id e  h i s  w i f e . "  Such v i s i t a t i o n s  cou ld  be c o s t l y  f o r  t h o s e  being v i s ­

i t e d ,  a s  t h e  p a r i s h e s  had t o  pay a l l  t h e  expenses o f  t h e  v i s i t o r  and 

h i s  s t a f f ;  even th e  borough o f f i c i a l s  th ough t  i t  p ruden t  to  he lp  w i th  

t h e  r e f r e s h m e n t  o f  t h e  archdeacon on h is  v i s i t  t o  C o lc h e s t e r  in t h e  

f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  r e ig n  o f  Henry V I I I ,  when t h e  archdeacon was given 

2 g a l lo n s  o f  wine by t h e  borough.

S ec t ion  5: C l e r i c s  in  C o lc h e s te r

The church  touched t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  people even more c l o s e l y  

th rough i t s  lo c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  p r i e s t s .  Edward C u t t s ,  r e l y i n g  

on th e  l i s t  o f  th o s e  swearing a l l e g i a n c e  to  Henry VII I  in  1535,  counted 

80 p r i e s t s  and monks in  C o lc h e s te r  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  so t h a t  w i th  Col­

c h e s t e r ' s  po p u la t io n  o f  app rox im a te ly  5 ,0 0 0 ,  t h e r e  were about  62 people  

f o r  every  c l e r i c .  S. T. B indof f  has e s t im a te d  t h a t  England on t h e  eve 

o f  t h e  Reformation had,  in  some a r e a s ,  as  many as one c l e r i c  f o r  every  

f i f t y  o f  t h e  a d u l t  po p u la t io n  and c e r t a i n l y  had one c l e r i c  f o r  every

hundred a d u l t s ,  making C o l c h e s t e r ' s  e s t i m a t e d  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  62 to  1 
14?f a i r l y  av e ra g e .

Medieval c l e r i c s  a r e  assumed t o  have been g e n e r a l l y  from the  

lo c a l  a r e a  and o f  t h e  same s o c i a l  and economic s t a t u s  o f  t h o s e  whom 

th e y  se rv e d .  Evidence fo r  th e  o r i g i n  o f  C o lc h e s te r  c l e r i c s  i s  s c a n t y ,  

but  some a t  l e a s t  came from lo c a l  f a m i l i e s .  Actual r e l a t i o n s h i p s  can 

be e s t a b l i s h e d  in  a few c a s e s ,  e . g .  two p a r i s h  p r i e s t s ,  R ichard Caumond 

and James F o r s t e r ,  had b r o t h e r s  l i v i n g  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and t h e r e  a r e  a 

few o t h e r  c l e r i c s  whose l a s t  names were a common fam i ly  name in Col-
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C hes te r  in  t h a t  p e r io d .  However, C o lc h e s te r  f a m i l i e s  were seemingly  

not  producing c l e r i c s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  Norwich f a m i l i e s  were do ing ;  

Norman Tanner found t h a t  10-11% o f  t h e  sons mentioned in  Norwich w i l l s  

were c l e r i c s ,  which i s  a remarkably  high f i g u r e  compared to  t h e  few 

c a s e s  in  C o l c h e s t e r .  Out o f  t h e  404 C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  from 1485 to  

1558, on ly  6 c l e r i c a l  sons were named.

I t  i s  im p o ss ib l e  to  de te rmine  th e  f i n a n c i a l  worth o f  t h e  Col­

c h e s t e r  c l e r i c s  as  Alan Dyer d id  in  W orce s te r ,  us ing  p ro b a te  i n v e n t o ­

r i e s  t o  f in d  t h a t  th e  ave rage  worth o f  c l e r i c s  a t  dea th  was about  120 

in t h e  16th  c e n t u r y .  Some o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  c l e r i c s  owned and bought 

p r o p e r t y ;  t h e r e  a r e ,  f o r  example,  r e c o rd s  o f  t h e  purchase  o f  p ro p e r ty  

by John Wayne and Richard Caumond, both  p a r i s h  p r i e s t s .  In 1521 Cau­

mond bought a tenement with  shops ,  upper rooms, and t a v e r n  annexed to  

t h e  tenement in  t h e  market  o f  C o lc h e s te r  no t  f a r  from h i s  p a r i s h  church 

o f  S t .  P e t e r .  O th e r s ,  such as  John Adam and John Ryveley,  dev ised  

f r e e h o l d  tenements  when th e y  d i e d ,  which would p la c e  them somewhere in  

t h e  middle range  econom ica l ly .  Some c l e r i c s  p robab ly  i n h e r i t e d  t h e i r  

a s s e t s ,  bu t  some were d e f i n i t e l y  engaging in  b u s ines s  e n t e r p r i s e s  on 

t h e  s i d e .  For example,  Thomas Chanon, A .B . ,  was f i n e d  k4 w hi le  r e c t o r  

a t  S t .  Leonard’s Church f o r  n o t  d e l i v e r i n g  300 p o l e c a t  s k in s  to  Ambrose 

Lowth a s  p romised ,  and Caumond, th e  Vicar  o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s ,  was even a c ­

cused o f  r e c e i v i n g  s t o l e n  goods.  The borough c o u r t  r o l l s  a l s o  show 

t h a t  c l e r i c s  were o c c a s i o n a l l y  a c t i n g  as  a t t o r n e y s . ^ * *

While u s u a l l y  on a s o c i a l  and economic par  w i th  many p a r i s h i o n ­

e r s ,  t h e  c l e r i c  was p robably  a l i t t l e  above t h e  o r d i n a r y  person  in  f o r ­

mal l e a r n i n g .  A number o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  had u n i v e r s i t y  

d e g r e e s ;  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  74 p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  in  t h e  borough o f
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C o lc h e s t e r  between 1485 and 1536,  and a t  l e a s t  20 ,  o r  27%,a r e  known to  

have completed some h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .  Though not  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  high 

p e rc e n ta g e ,  27% i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e s p e c t a b l e  compared to  t h e  20% o f  u n i ­

v e r s i t y  g radua te s  in t h e  Diocese o f  Can terbury  (1454-86),  o r  to  t h e  

17.6% in  t h e  Diocese o f  Norwich (1503-28) .  Of c o u r s e ,  th e  Canterbury 

and Norwich d io c ese  f i g u r e s  in c lu d e  c o u n t ry  p a r i s h e s ,  so t h e  comparison 

i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  v a l i d .  H. Maynard Smith b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  genera l  edu­

c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l e r g y  a t  th e  beg inning o f  t h e  16th  c e n t u ry  was p robably  

h ig h e r  than  i t  was 50 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  upheava ls  o f  t h e  Reforma­

t i o n ;  in  t h e  Diocese o f  L inco ln ,  Margare t  Bowker has found t h a t  t h e  ed­

u c a t io n  o f  th e  o rd inand  was b e t t e r  in  t h e  e a r l y  16th c e n tu ry  than  i t  

had been in  t h e  15th  c e n t u r y ,  " though i t  was s t i l l  h a p h a z a r d .

The number o f  u n i v e r s i t y  g r ad u a te s  among t h e  p a r i s h  c l e r g y  in  

C o lc h e s t e r  g e n e r a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  income o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  bene­

f i c e s  was a d e q u a te ,  f o r  l e a r n i n g  and l a r g e  b e n e f i c e s  seemed to  go t o ­

g e t h e r ;  c o n v e r s e l y ,  a s  P e t e r  Cla rk  has w r i t t e n ,  " P over ty ,  ignorance  and 

moral d e g ra d a t io n  were e q u a l ly  famous b e d fe l lo w s . "  The income o f  p a r ­

i s h  p r i e s t s  was f a r  from un i fo rm ,  even f o r  t h o s e  in comparable p o s i ­

t i o n s .  I t  has been c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  around 1500 a p a r i s h  incumbent 

needed an income o f  t l 5  a y e a r  i f  he employed a c h a p la in  t o  he lp  him in  

h i s  work,  o r  o f  t lO  a y e a r  i f  he worked a lo n e  in h is  p a r i s h .  The Valor 

E c c l e s i a s t i c u s , compiled f o r  t h e  government in  1535,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  a l l  p a r i s h  l i v i n g s  were worth l e s s  than  t l 5  a y e a r ,  

h a l f  o f  a l l  l i v i n g s  l e s s  than  t l O ,  and many l e s s  than t7  a y e a r .  Of 

t h e  12 C o lc h e s t e r  p a r i s h  churches  l i s t e d  in  t h e  V a lo r , seven had a 

y e a r l y  l i v i n g  o f  t lO  o r  above,  w i th  t h r e e  having l e s s  than  t7  a y e a r  

and th e  o t h e r  two between k7 and felO.^^®
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The income from a b e n e f i c e  d e r iv e d  mainly from th e  p a r s o n ' s  

g lebe  l a n d ,  from t i t h e s  and o b l a t i o n s  c o n t r i b u t e d  by th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  

and from c e r t a i n  f e e s  f o r  t h e  s p e c ia l  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  p r i e s t .  The 

farming o f  t h e  g le b e  l a n d ,  th e  f r e e h o l d  o f  t h e  incumbent,  was a system 

perhaps  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  c o u n t ry  p a r i s h e s ,  and sometimes even c o u n t ry  

parsons would have someone e l s e  farm t h e i r  l a n d ,  bu t  t h e r e  i s  i n d i c a ­

t i o n  t h a t  C o lc h e s t e r  parsons  were engaged in  some form o f  husbandry.  

V icar  Richard Caumond was charged with  ov e r s to ck in g  t h e  common land  

w i th  30 s heep ,  and Rector  Thomas Wilkynson was p resen ted  f o r  t h e  c a r e ­

l e s s  d i sp o sa l  o f  t h e  waste from h is  s a f f r o n  ground. Paying th e  t i t h e ,  

a t e n t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduce ,  to  th e  parson had been made 

compulsory long b e fo re  t h e  Norman Conques t ,  but  e x a c t ly  how i t  t r a n s ­

l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  urban s i t u a t i o n  where w ea l th  was more d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s ­

se s s  i s  no t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .  There was,  however, a persona l  t i t h e  on 

t h e  produce o f  l a b o r ,  n o ta b ly  m i l l i n g  and f i s h i n g .  Craf tsmen ,  i t  seans,  

g e n e r a l l y  compounded f o r  a sum f ix e d  by custom; s e r v a n t s  and h i r e d  l a ­

b o re r s  were no t  i n  most p la c e s  s u b j e c t  to  t i t h e s ,  a l though  th e y  were 

expec ted  t o  pay an o f f e r i n g ,  o r  o b l a t i o n ,  o f  l / 2 d .  t o  t h e  church fo u r  

t imes  a y e a r .  P r a c t i c e s  conce rn ing  o f f e r i n g s  t o  th e  p a r i s h  church v a r ­

i e d ;  in E x e t e r ,  incumbents in  each p a r i s h  were t o  have a penny o r  h a l f ­

penny from each  s e p a r a t e  house,  depending on i t s  s i z e ,  with  t h e  penny 

houses being  th o s e  with  a k i t c h e n ,  chimney,  and h a l l ,  and Exeter  com­

municants  were a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  pay 2d.  y e a r l y .  In some a r e a s  i t  was 

customary t o  o f f e r  an o b l a t i o n  on fou r  f e a s t  days— E a s t e r ,  Chr is tm as ,  

t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  f e a s t  day o f  t h e  p a r i s h  chu rch ,  and on th e  pa t rona l  

f e a s t  o r  on All S a i n t s '  Day. In 1535 in  th e  c i t y  o f  York, most o f  th e  

pa roch ia l  income seems to  have come from th e  customary o b l a t i o n s .  No
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doubt the  t i t h e s  and o b l a t i o n s  were sources  o f  c o n t e n t io n  a t  t imes be­

tween t h e  parson and h is  f l o c k ,  and t h e  payment o f  f e e s ,  which v a r ie d  

from p la ce  t o  p l a c e ,  caused  i r r i t a t i o n  as w e l l .  C h r i s t e n i n g s ,  weddings, 

and b u r i a l s  might  a l l  be occa s ions  f o r  a f e e ;  Edward Cutt s  has pub­

l i s h e d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  l i s t  o f  fees  from t h e  c i t y  o f  London i n  1534, and 

t h a t  l i s t  shows,  f o r  example,  t h a t  t h e  minimum f o r  a wedding was 8d.

In C o lc h e s t e r  in  1509 t h e r e  was a l a w s u i t  which f i n a l l y  went a l l  t h e  

way to  London over  a mortuary  fee  demanded by th e  parson o f  S t .  

Leonard 's  Church.  Fees might a l s o  be expec ted  fo r  o b i t s ,  f o r  c o n fe s ­

s i o n ,  o r  f o r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s i c k .  Some a r e a s  a l s o  encouraged t h e  Mass 

penny,  t o  be given by th e  prosperous  whenever th e y  a t t e n d e d  a mass.^*^ 

One o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  pover ty  o f  b en e f i ce s  

was f o r  a c l e r i c  t o  o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  t o  hold  more than  one b e n e f i c e ,  a 

p r a c t i c e  c a l l e d  p l u r a l i s m .  As in  E xe te r ,  t h e r e  does not  appea r  to  have 

been much p lu r a l i s m  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  nor absentee ism e i t h e r .  However, 

t h e  am bi t ious  r e c t o r  o f  S t .  N icho la s '  Church,  Thomas Wilkynson,  took th e  

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s t e p  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a bull  from Pope Leo X in 1514 to  u n i t e  

h i s  p a r i s h  w i th  t h a t  o f  S t .  Mary-at-Wal1,  which was in  t h e  pa t ro nage  o f  

t h e  Bishop o f  London. By 1531,  t h e  two p a r i s h e s  were aga in  separa te .^  

The income o f  th e  incumbent was not  s o l e l y  f o r  h is  own s u p p o r t ,  

but  he a l s o  had t o  s ee  t h a t  t h e  ch u rc h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  c h a n c e l ,  and 

th e  churchyard  were kept  in  good r e p a i r  and were p ro p e r ly  f u r n i s h e d ,  

to i n s u r e  t h e  p roper  performance o f  mass and l i t u r g y  and t h e  due o b s e r ­

vance o f  Sundays and Holy Days, and to  m a in ta in  t h e  rudim enta ry  s t a n ­

dards o f  p a s to r a l  and c a t e c h e t i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Also ,  a t  every  p a r i s h  

c h u rch ,  no m a t t e r  how s m a l l , t h e  p r i e s t  needed f o r  t h e  proper  conduct  

o f  t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  round some kind o f  h e l p e r ,  sometimes paid ou t  o f  th e
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p r i e s t ' s  s t i p e n d ,  sometimes pa id  by t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  The p a r i s h  c le rk ,

as  the  h e lp e r  was c a l l e d ,  might  in  t u r n  have an a s s i s t a n t  i f  t h e  p a r i s h

were l a r g e r .  Even a t  a p a r i s h  church such a s  S t .  M a r t i n ' s  in Col­

c h e s t e r ,  which was not  one o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  p a r i s h e s ,  s ev e ra l  p r i e s t s  

were mentioned by Robert  Everard i n  h i s  w i l l  o f  1523, where he s p e c i ­

f i e d  c e r t a i n  amounts to  be given a t  h is  o b i t  to  t h e  p a r s o n ,  t h e  c l e r k ,

and "every  o th e r  p r i e s t "  o f  S t .  M a r t i n ' s . j ^ e  names o f  a number o f  

p a r i s h  c l e r k s  in  C o lc h e s te r  a r e  reco rd ed  in  w i l l s ,  where t h e  p a r i s h  

c l e r k  was sometimes l i s t e d  by name as a w i tn e ss  to  t h e  w i l l .  Colin 

P l a t t  has an e x c e l l e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  th e  p a r i s h  c l e r k  

and h is  a s s i s t a n t s ,  which inc luded  t a s k s  as  v a r i e d  as t e a c h in g  c h i l d r e n  

a t  th e  p a r i s h  s c h o o l , say ing  mass in  th e  p r i e s t ' s  absence ,  c l e a n in g  the  

c h u rch ,  and p u t t i n g  o u t  t h e  p r i e s t ' s  cope .  Such c l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n t s  

were not  h ig h ly  p a id ;  in  Yorkshi re  in  1525 most o f  them were making 

l e s s  than  b4 a year .^^®

Almost a l l  o f  t h e  C o lc h es te r  p a r i s h  churches  would a l s o  have one 

o r  more a d d i t i o n a l  p r i e s t s  c e l e b r a t i n g  d i v i n e  s e r v i c e  d a i l y  in  th e  

chu rch ,  t h e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  to  say p rayers  f o r  t h e  dead.  Such p r i e s t s  

f e l l  i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s :  p e rp e tu a l  c h a n t r y  p r i e s t s  and s t i p e n d i a r y  

c h a n t ry  p r i e s t s .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  c h a n t r y  p r i e s t s  were p re sen te d  

by th e  l a i t y ,  so in  a sense  t h e  system o f  c h a n t ry  p r i e s t s  had developed 

as a new form o f  l a y  c o n t ro l  a f t e r  t h e  s u p p re s s io n  o f  p r o p r i e t a r y  

churches  ( t h o s e  owned and c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  l a i t y ) .  The pe rpe tua l  

c h a n t r y  p r i e s t  c e l e b r a t e d  a t  a g iven a l t a r  in  a given church  and was in 

p o sse ss io n  o f  c e r t a i n  p ro p e r ty  to  be con t in u ed  to  h is  su cces s o r s  f o r ­

e v e r ,  as  s e t  up by th e  founder  o f  t h e  c h a n t r y .  He was independent  o f  

th e  paroch ia l  incumbent,  y e t  many were r e q u i r e d  to  a s s i s t  t h e  p a r i s h
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p r i e s t  in  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  say ing  o f  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  soul o f  t h e  c h a n t ry  

founder .  Such d u t i e s  were imposed on t h e  c h a n t r i s t s  a t  S t .  Leonard 's  

Church as re v e a le d  by th e  1548 c h a n t ry  c e r t i f i c a t e s ;  both were " to  s ing  

mass . . .  and to  he lp  to  s e rv e  t h e  c u re  t h e r e . "^^1 Many have assumed 

t h a t  c h a n t r i s t s  a l s o  t a u g h t  a p a r i s h  schoo l ;  a number d i d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

bu t  t h e  o n ly  two c h a n t r i s t s  l e f t  in  C o lc h e s te r  in  1548 were a p p a r e n t ly

no t  t e a c h e r s  as  no th ing  was s a id  o f  any te a c h in g  d u t i e s ,  w i th  both men

being d e s c r ib e d  as " o f  small l e a r n i n g . "  The l i v i n g s  o f  t h e  c h a n t ry  

p r i e s t s  v a r i e d ,  from as  low as t 6  ( the  Harmanson c h a n t r y  in  S t .  

L e o n a rd 's )  t o  t 9  a y e a r  ( t h e  Heynes c h a n t ry  in S t .  P e t e r ' s ) . ^ ® ^  S t i ­

pend ia ry  p r i e s t s ,  a l s o  s ay ing  p raye r s  f o r  th e  dead ,  were h i r e d  f o r  a 

s p e c i f i c  and l i m i t e d  per iod  o f  t i m e ,  o f t e n  f o r  a y e a r .  For example.

S i r  John Longe, h im s e l f  a c h a n t r y  p r i e s t  a t  S t .  M ary -a t -W al l ,  i n s t r u c t ­

ed in  h i s  1504 w i l l  t h a t  h i s  ex e c u to r s  " f i n d  an hones t  p r i e s t  t o  s ing  

f o r  my soul and a l l  my f r i e n d s '  s o u l s  i n  S t .  Mary's  Church f o r  a whole 

y e a r  and he t o  have f o r  h is  s a l a r y ,  10 marks.

S t i p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  "an hones t  p r i e s t "  o r  a man " o f  hones t  conve r ­

s a t i o n "  be h i r e d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some p r i e s t s  had l e s s  than  p e r f e c t  be­

h a v i o r .  C o l c h e s t e r ,  l i k e  many towns ,  had a number o f  unbenef iced  

p r i e s t s  who had too  l i t t l e  to  do .  Robert  Rodes t e l l s  us t h a t  o c c a s i o n ­

a l l y  b ishops  would have to  a p p o in t  someone to  look in t o  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  

t h e  s t i p e n d i a r y  c h a p l a in s  and compel them to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  l i t u r g y  

o r  p a s t o r a l  work o f  th e  p a r i s h .  A p r i e s t  c e r t a i n l y  d id  no t  have to  be 

a s t i p e n d i a r y  p r i e s t ,  though ,  t o  misbehave;  even th e  ag ing  Vicar  o f  S t .  

P e t e r ' s ,  Richard Caumond, was charged w i th  breaking  i n t o  t h e  house o f  

Richard  Feks and t h e r e  i n c i t i n g  Joan Feks " to  do and have h i s  p l e a s u re  

and l u s t  w i th  h e r . "  Only an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t  could  punish  a p r i e s t .
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and in  t h a t  c o u r t  on ly  could  he be depr ived  o f  h i s  l i v i n g ,  bu t  s e c u l a r  

c o u r t s  could  charge  c l e r i c s  w i th  wrongdoing and th e y  even gave t h e i r  

own v e r d i c t s ,  over  t h e o r e t i c a l  c an o n ica l  o b j e c t i o n s ,  on whether  th e  

c l e r i c  was g u i l t y  o r  n o t .  However, t o  impose t h e  dea th  p e n a l t y ,  t h e  

bishop had to  hand a c l e r i c  back to  th e  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The Col­

c h e s t e r  borough c o u r t  obv io u s ly  f e l t  f r e e  t o  c i t e  c l e r i c a l  m i sb e h a v io r ,  

and i t  i s  easy to  f i n d  exam ples ,  ranging  from t h i e v e r y  to  be ing  too 

much t h e  spor tsman: t h e  Rec tor  o f  Holy T r i n i t y  Church s t o l e  c a r t l o a d s

o f  wheat and b a r l e y  from th e  Rector  o f  S t .  N ich o la s '  Church,  and th e  

Rector  o f  S t .  Leonard 's  was p r e s e n te d  f o r  being a common hun te r  and 

f i she rm a n ,  " t a k in g  h a r e s ,  c o n i e s ,  and p a r t r i d g e s  . . . w i th i n  t h e  

l i b e r t y . " T S 4

Less easy  to  f i n d ,  bu t  p robab ly  o f  more s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  were e x ­

amples o f  p i e t y  among th e  c l e r g y ,  f o r  c l e r i c s  were presumably models  

f o r  t h e  l a i t y .  No doubt many p r i e s t s  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w i th  zea l  

and q u i e t  compassion,  and t h e i r  work,  never  n o t i c e d  in  t h e  borough 

c o u r t ,  i s  l e s s  easy  to  document.  There a r e  2 ways by which th e  p i e t y

o f  p r i e s t s  might  be de termined  from t h i s  d i s t a n c e  in  t im e .  One i s  by

read ing  t h e i r  w i l l s ;  t h e  o t h e r ,  t o  examine i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  r e s p e c t  

accorded  them by th e  peop le .  Few c l e r i c s  in  C o lc h e s t e r  l e f t  w i l l s ,  

however; o f  th o s e  w i l l s  w r i t t e n  between 1485 and 1539 in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  

o n ly  fou r  were w r i t t e n  by p r i e s t s ,  two o f  them by c h a n t r y  p r i e s t s  and 

two by p a r i s h  p r i e s t s .  Of t h o s e ,  t h r e e  can be judged as being w i l l s  

w r i t t e n  by godly men; t h e  fo u r th  i s  th e  w i l l  o f  Richard Caumond who was

mainly  concerned to  p rov ide  f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  fam i ly  and t o  s e t  up a

marble monument f o r  h im se l f  in  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church. However, even i f  

Caumond's w i l l  had appeared  t o  be p io u s ,  th e  numerous charges  brought
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a g a i n s t  him in t h e  borough c o u r t  would ha rd ly  recommend him as a model 

o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y . ^ ^ ®

The b e s t  example o f  p r i e s t l y  p i e t y  in  C o lc h e s t e r  was John Adam, 

whose w i l l  was w r i t t e n  in 1491 a f t e r  21 y e a r s  as Rector  o f  S t .  James'  

Church ( s e e  Appendix 6 ) .  Adam was in  a p o s i t i o n  to  e x e r t  g r e a t  i n f l u ­

ence ,  as  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  James was t h e  home o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  and 

most i n f l u e n t i a l  borough l e a d e r s .  The end o f  t h e  15th  c e n t u r y  seems to  

have been something o f  a golden age o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  p i e t y  in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  when se v e ra l  godly p r i e s t s  he ld  cu re s  and sev e ra l  f a m i l i e s ,  

known f o r  t h e i r  devo t ion  f o r  y e a r s  to  come, were in  power. I t  was a l s o  

t h e  per iod  be fo re  th e  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  L o l l a rd y  f r i g h t e n e d  and p o l a r i z e d  

t h e  community. John Adam appea rs  t o  be th e  kind o f  p r i e s t  who would 

have helped b r ing  l a i c  s p i r i t u a l i t y  i n t o  be ing .  In h i s  w i l l  he l e f t  

his  p o r tu s e  ( b r e v i a r y )  and a l l  h i s  bound books t o  h i s  p a r i s h  church so 

t h a t  they  could  be cha ined  in  one o f  t h e  c h a p e l s ,  by t h e  B i b l e ,  thus  

making them a c c e s s i b l e  to  t h e  peop le .  Having a c c e s s  t o  t h e  B ib le  and 

to  o t h e r  dev o t io n a l  works was o f  immense impor tance t o  t h e  p eop le ,  and 

in  no o t h e r  church in  C o lc h e s te r  do we have i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a v a i l a ­

b i l i t y  o f  t h e  B ib le  to  t h e  people  in  t h a t  p e r i o d .  Furtherm ore ,  Adam 

asked t o  be bu r ied  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  S i r  John B a l l ,  a fo rmer  p r i e s t  in  S t .  

James'  Church who was p o s s i b l y  t h e  same John Ball who was a l e a d e r  of  

t h e  1381 P e a s a n t s '  Revol t  in  Eas t  A ng l ia .  I f  Adam was r e f e r r i n g  to  the  

r e b e l ,  then  Adam's r e q u e s t  f o r  b u r i a l  n ea r  Ball seems t o  i n d i c a t e  a 

remarkab le  r e s p e c t  f o r  a p r i e s t l y  l e a d e r  o f  th e  peop le .  Adam's w i l l  

a l s o  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he had a good r e l a t i o n s h i p  with  a l l  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

houses in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and he mentioned being a b r o th e r  t o  t h e  3 houses 

o f  f r i a r s  in  Norwich—th e  g r e y ,  t h e  b l a c k ,  and th e  August in ian  f r i a r s .
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which would seem to  p la c e  Adam in  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  p r e a c h in g ,  l e a r n i n g ,  

and p i e t y  in an o u t r e a c h  to  t h e  peop le .  Nine y e a r s  a f t e r  Adam's d e a t h ,  

Nicholas  C le r e ,  p a t r i a r c h  o f  a fam i ly  which p laced  a high  va lue  on the  

a c t s  o f  p i e t y ,  asked to  be bu r ied  nex t  to  t h e  grave  o f  John Adam, an 

unusual  r e q u e s t  which i n d i c a t e d  t h e  r e s p e c t  in  which Adam was held.^®®

Aside from look ing  a t  w i l l s ,  one can a l s o  de te rm ine  in o t h e r  

ways t h a t  some p r i e s t s  touched  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  in  a 

p o s i t i v e  way. For example,  around 1500 two August in ian  canons ,  bo th  o f  

whom s e rv ed  t h e  cu re  o f  s o u ls  in  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  had th e  

con f id e n ce  o f  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  in t imes  o f  need .  Both w i tn e s s e d  a 

number o f  w i l l s ,  where th e y  were sometimes c a l l e d  "my g h o s t ly  f a t h e r , "  

and both  were named t o  r e c e i v e  small l e g a c i e s  so t h a t  th e y  might  p ray  

f o r  t h e  donor .  Whereas t h e  w i tn e s s in g  o f  a w i l l ,  which might  a l s o  i n ­

volve  t h e  a c t u a l  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  w i l l ,  was not  unusual  f o r  a p r i e s t ,  to  

be a f r e q u e n t  w i tn e s s  might  i n d i c a t e  more than  o r d in a r y  con f idence  in  

t h a t  pe rson .  More s i g n i f i c a n t  was t h e  naming o f  t h e  two canons .  S i r  

Richard  White and S i r  John Grene,  f o r  p r a y e r s ,  as  i t  was not  common in  

C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  to  name a s p e c i f i c  p r i e s t  f o r  such p r a y e r s .  T e s t a t o r s  

would ha rd ly  name someone whom th e y  c o n s id e re d  unworthy o f  t h e i r  

t r u s t .

I t  seems,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were sev e ra l  p ious  models among Col­

c h e s t e r  c l e r i c s  in  th e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r i o d ,  but  th e y  were no t  encourag­

ing t h e  l a i t y  to  be mere i m i t a t i o n s  o f  th e m s e lv e s ,  but  to  form, th rough 

c o n t a c t  w i th  th e  B ib le  and o t h e r  devo t iona l  works,  a devo t ion  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  t h e  townsman. A f t e r  1520,  however, ev idence  does not  p o in t  t o  any 

o f  t h e  c l e r i c s '  having any n o t a b l e  p i e t y ,  bu t  i t  may be t h a t  a n t i c l e r i ­

ca l  s e n t i m e n t ,  s t i r r e d  up by th e  focus on L o l l a rd y  i n  th e  e a r l y  16th
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c e n t u r y ,  made p a r i s h i o n e r s  more c r i t i c a l  than  they  were e a r l i e r .  

N e v e r th e l e s s ,  i t  i s  on ly  f a i r  t o  no te  t h a t  Margaret  Bowker, s tudy ing  

th e  Diocese o f  L inco ln ,  found th e  r e s i d e n t  p a r i s h  c l e r g y  to  be g e n e r ­

a l l y  c a r e fu l  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  p a s t o r a l  and l i t u r g i c a l  d u t i e s ,  even 

though some o f  them did  a l low  th e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  church  t o  f a l l  i n t o  

decay.  The idea l  remained ,  b e s t  expressed  by Geoffrey  Chaucer in  h is  

Canterbury T a l e s , o f  t h e  parson who t a u g h t  th e  way to  heaven by h i s  

own example:

A good man was t h e r  o f  r e l i g i o u n .
And was a povre persoun o f  a to u n .
But r i c h e  he was o f  hooly th o g h t  and werk.
He was a l s o  a l e r n e d  man, a c l e r k .
That C r i s t e s  gospel  t r e w e ly  wolde p reche ;
His p a r i s s h e n s  d ev o u t ly  wolde he t e c h e .

Upon h i s  f e e t ,  and in  h i s  hand a s t a f .
This  noble ensample t o  h i s  sheep he y a f .
That f i r s t  he wroghte ,  and a f t e rw a rd  he t a u g h t e .
Out o f  t h e  gospel he tho  wordes cau g h te .
And t h i s  f i g u r e  he added eek t h e r t o .
That i f  gold  r u s t e ,  what shal  i r e n  do?
For i f  a p r e e s t  be f o u l ,  on whom we t r u s t e .
No wonder i s  a lewed man t o  r u s t e ;
And shame i t  i s ,  i f  a p r e s t  t a k e  keep.
A s h i t e n  [ f o u l ]  shepherde and a c l e n e  sheep .
Wei oghte  a p r e e s t  ensample f o r  to  y i v e .
By h is  c l e n n e s s e ,  how t h a t  h i s  sheep sho lde  l y v e .

And though he hooly were and v e r t u o u s .
He was to  synfu l  men n a t  d e s p i t o u s .
Ne o f  h is  speche  daungerous ne d ig n e .
But in h i s  techyng d i s c r e e t  and benygne.
To drawen f o lk  to  hevene by f a i r n e s s e ,  . - o  
By good ensample,  t h i s  was h i s  b i s y n e s s e .

The way to  heaven,  however, was too  im por tan t  t o  t h e  people  to  be l e f t

s o l e l y  t o  th e  b ishops  and to  t h e  p a r s o n s ,  holy  though they  might  be.

The people  themselves  found ways t o  exp res s  t h e i r  p i e t y ,  u s u a l l y  w i th in

t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  th e  chu rch ,  f o r  th e y  were a churchly-minded people

se a rc h in g  f o r  s a l v a t i o n .  The church and i t s  p r i e s t s ,  however,  d id  not
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always co r respond  to  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l , and so t h e  

framework o f  t h e  church was s t r e t c h e d  t o  in c lu d e  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  de­

vout  townsperson who a s p i r e d  to  s a n c t i f y  h is  m a t e r i a l  p u r s u i t s  th rough  

h i s  r e l i g i o u s  y ea rn in g  and p r a c t i c e s .  Such a s p i r a t i o n s  were t h e  

e s sence  o f  urban l a y  p i e t y ,  which w i l l  be examined n e x t .
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F o o tn o te s  to  Chap te r  I I

1
The s tu d y  o f  E n g l i s h  urban  h i s t o r y  has had a ch eckered  growth ,  

w ith  t h e  fo u n d a t i o n s  being l a i d  by h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  medieval  borough.  
For h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l  r ev iew s  o f  t h e i r  work,  s ee  Carl S tephenson ,  
Borough and Town (Cambridge: The Mediaeval  Academy o f  Amer ica,  1 9 3 3 ) ,
pp. 3 -21 ;  G. H. M a r t in ,  "The E n g l i s h  Borough in  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  Century,"  
T . R . H . S . , s e r .  5, 13 (1 9 6 3 ) ,  123-44 .  A l e i s u r e l y  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  f i e l d  
o f  urban h i s t o r y  in  t h e  1960’s i s  by H. J .  Dyos, "Agenda f o r  Urban H is ­
t o r i a n s , "  in  The Study o f  Urban H i s t o r y , ed .  Dyos (London: Edward
A rno ld ,  1968) ,  pp.  1 -4 6 .  More r e c e n t  e s s a y s  on t h e  h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  o f  
urban s t u d i e s :  Anthony S u t c l i f f e ,  "The Cond i t ion  o f  Urban H i s t o r y  in
England,"  The Local H i s t o r i a n , 11 (1975) ,  278-84 ;  P e t e r  C l a r k ,  " I n t r o ­
d u c t i o n , "  in  The E a r l y  Modern Town, ed.  C la rk  (London; Longman, 1976) ,  
pp.  1 -42 .  A v e ry  u s e fu l  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  which i s  a r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  1897 
b ib l i o g r a p h y  by C h a r le s  G ross :  G. H. M ar t in  and S y lv ia  M cIn ty re ,  e d s . ,  
A B ib l io g ra p h y  o f  B r i t i s h  and I r i s h  Municipal  H i s to r y  ( L e i c e s t e r :  
L e i c e s t e r  Univ.  P r e s s ,  1972) .

2
On pre-Roman C o l c h e s t e r ,  s ee  C. F. C. Hawkes and M. R. H u l l ,  

Camulodunum, R epo r t s  o f  t h e  Research  Committee o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  A n t i ­
q u a r i e s  o f  London, No. 14 (Oxford :  Oxford Univ.  P r e s s ,  1 947 ) .  For
g enera l  h i s t o r i e s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r :  Morant ,  op.  c i t . , rem a ins  u s e f u l  as  
Morant had a c c e s s  to  some documents t h a t  a r e  now l o s t ;  Thomas Kitson 
Cromwell , H i s to r y  and D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  A ncien t  Town and Borough o f  
C o lc h e s te r , 2 v o l s .  (London: Rober t  J e n n i n g s .  1825) :  Fdwarri I C u t f g , 
C o l c h e s t e r  (London: Longmans, Green,  and Co . ,  1888) i s  a p e r c e p t i v e
h i s t o r y ,  h e lp fu l  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d ;  M a r t i n ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , i s  
a popu la r  work but  t h e  b e s t  o v e r - a l l  h i s t o r y ,  by a com peten t  h i s t o r i a n .  
David S tephenson ,  The Book o f  C o l c h e s t e r  (Buckingham: Barracuda Books,
1978) i s  well done and r e f l e c t s  c u r r e n t  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  but  i s  
more o f  a p i c t u r e - b o o k  than  a d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r y .

P h i l i p  Crummy, In Search  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  P a s t  ( C o l c h e s t e r :  Col­
c h e s t e r  A rc h a e o lo g ic a l  T rus tT  T979yi p. 50,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  r e c e n t  a r ­
c h e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  show t h e  d ik e  system to  have been m a in t a i n e d  
and even e n l a rg e d  by t h e  Romans.

3
Crummy, In S e a r c h , p.  27,  t e l l s  o f  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

1 9 7 0 ' s ,  made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  modern shopping c e n t e r ,  
which d i s c o v e r e d  some o f  t h e  c h a r r e d  remains  o f  t h e  m a s s a c r e ,  n o t a b l y  
a bed w i th  some o f  t h e  woolen c o v e r i n g  i n t a c t .

The Roman s t r e e t  p la n  remains  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  West Gate 
(known to d a y  a s  t h e  B a lke rne  Gate)  was b locked  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  Roman 
p e r io d  so t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  C o l c h e s t e r  became a T - j u n c t i o n  a t  t h e  top  
o f  t h e  High S t r e e t ;  s ee  G. H. M a r t i n ,  "The Town a s  P a l i m p s e s t , "  i n  The 
Study o f  Urban H i s t o r y . - e d .  Dyos, p.  160.  P h i l i p  Crummy, C o l c h e s t e r :
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Recent  Excavat ions  and Research (C o lc h e s t e r :  C o lc h e s t e r  Excavation 
Committee, 1974) d i s c u s s e s  t h e  development o f  t h e  s t r e e t  p la n .

On Roman C o lc h e s t e r ,  see  M. R. H u l l ,  Roman C o l c h e s t e r ,  Reports  
o f  t h e  Research Committee o f  t h e  S o c ie ty  o f  A n t iq u a r i e s  o f  London, No. 
20 (Oxford:  Oxford Univ. P r e s s ,  1958) .

4
Crummy, In S e a rc h , p.  29;  Crummy, Aspects  o f  Anglo-Saxon and 

Norman C o lc h es te r  (London: The Council f o r  B r i t i s h  Archaeology,  1981) ,  
pp. 1-24;  C u t t s ,  p. 57; E i l e r t  Ekwall ,  The Concise Oxford D ic t io n a ry  o f  
Engl ish  Place-Names. 3rd ed .  (Oxford:  Clarendon P r e s s ,  1951).
" C o lches te r"  means " th e  Roman s t a t i o n  on th e  River Col n e , "  accord ing  
t o  Ekwal1.

5
The Anglo-Saxon C h r o n i c l e , t r a n s .  G. N. Garmonsway, r e v .  ed.  

(London: J .  M. Dent,  1962) ,  pp.  102-3.  Most a u t h o r i t i e s  g ive  921 as
t h e  y e a r  in which t h e  Danes were d r iv en  o u t  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  but 
Garmonsway contends  t h a t  t h e  d a t e  should be r e v i s e d  to  920.

Colin P l a t t ,  The Eng l ish  Medieval Town (London: Book Club
A s s o c i a t e s ,  1976) ,  pp. 19-20;  Mrs. J .  R. Green,  Town L i fe  in  t h e  F i f -  
t e e n t h  Century (London: Macmillan,  1908) ,  I ,  2271 For t h e  e a r l y  h i s ­
t o r y  o f  t h e  Engl ish  borough,  see  P l a t t ,  pp.  15-26;  Susan Reynolds,  An 
In t r o d u c t io n  t o  th e  H is to ry  o f  Engl ish Medieval Towns (Oxford:
Clarendon P r e s s ,  1977) ,  pp.  1 -45 .  Both P l a t t  and Reynolds r e l y  on th e  
® 3nlier  work by James T a i t ,  The Medieval Engl ish  Borough (Manches te r ,

^ Reynolds,  p. 32, no te s  t h a t  some h i s t o r i a n s  in  t h e  p a s t ,  
n o t a b ly  Henri Pi r enne ,  Medieval C i t i e s , t r a n s .  Frank D. Halsey 
( P r in c e t o n :  P r ince ton  Univ. P r e s s ,  1925) ,  have argued  t h a t  on ly  com­
merce could  c r e a t e  towns.

g
Reynolds,  p.  32. A mint  was p robab ly  s e t  up in  C o lc h e s te r  in 

t h e  r e ig n  o f  A e the l red  I I ,  p robab ly  in  t h e  9 9 0 ' s ,  a cco rd ing  to  Crummy, 
A s p e c t s , p. 25.

9
C u t t s ,  pp. 61-3 ;  V.C.H. Essex . I ,  414-15;  Crummy, A sp e c ts , 

pp.  25-6 and Appendix 1 .  For a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  hundred ,  see Helen Cam, 
The Hundred and th e  Hundred Roll s  (London: Methuen,  1930);  F rede r ic  
W. M ai t land ,  Township and Borough (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. P r e s s ,
1898),  p. 42.

The t e x t  o f  t h e  Domesday r e p o r t  on C o lc h es te r  i s  p r in t e d  in 
Morant ,  Appendix to  Book I ,  pp.  32-4 .  E x c e l l e n t  summaries a r e  given 
in  C u t t s ,  pp. 61-74;  V.C.H. Essex . I ,  414-24,  w r i t t e n  by John Horace 
Round; Morant,  I ,  44-Sl

John Horace Round, in  V.C.H. E ssex . I ,  419-20 ,  s p e c u l a t e s  
t h a t  W i l l i am 's  "fermor" in 1086,  by then  p robab ly  Walchelin Bishop o f  
Winchester  r a t h e r  than th e  b u rg e s s e s ,  was t r y i n g  to  e x t o r t  t h e  unduly 
l a r g e  sum.
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C u t t s ,  pp. 69-70;  on p.  74 Cutt s  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  po p u la t io n  in 

1086 to be 2 ,250 .  See Reynolds,  p.  35,  f o r  a map o f  t h e  boroughs and
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mints  in  England in  1086.

C u t t s ,  pp.  76-90 .  Crummy, A s p e c t s , p.  74 ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  
u n u s u a l ly  l a r g e  keep was p a r t l y  a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  having been b u i l t  on 
t h e  podium o f  t h e  temple  o f  C la u d iu s .

14
I t  had become t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Crown t o  d i s c o u ra g e  th e  

ho ld ing  o f  g r e a t  e s t a t e s  in  bo th  England and Normandy by t h e  same p e r ­
son ;  see  C u t t s ,  pp.  84 -5 .

15
C u t t s ,  pp. 86 -8 ;  M a r t i n ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , p.  29.

Morant ,  I ,  4 6 -8 ;  0 . 8 . . pp.  20,  32.

As well as  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  o f  t h e  1260 's  and 1326-7 ,  
Reynolds ,  p.  116.

18
V.C.H. E s s e x , I I ,  216-17;  C u t t s ,  pp.  127-8 ,  131-2;  Brian 

B i rd ,  A C o lc h e s t e r  Rebel : A Shor t  Study o f  John Ball ( C o l c h e s t e r :
M o e lp r in t ,  1981) ,  pp. 6 ,  11,  w r i t e s  t h a t  Wat T y le r  was a l s o  from 
C o lc h e s te r  and t h a t  a high p r o p o r t i o n  o f  r e b e l s  came from C o lc h e s t e r .

19
Reynolds ,  p.  97,  no te s  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  most 

p la ces  c a l l e d  boroughs in  t h e  Domesday Book, but  one  should  no t  assume 
t h a t  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c o n f e r  l e g a l  "borough s t a t u s . "

20
For a good t r e a t m e n t  o f  c h a r t e r s  and urban l i b e r t i e s ,  see 

Mart in  Weinbaum, e d . .  The B r i t i s h  Borough C h a r t e r s .  1307-1660 (Cam­
b r id g e ;  Cambridge Univ. P r e s s ,  1943) .

21
Reynolds,  p.  105; P l a t t ,  p .  127; Morant ,  I ,  78.  On burgage 

t e n u r e ,  see  J .  L. B o l to n ,  The Medieval Eng l i sh  Economy 1150-1500 
(Totowa,  N . J . :  Rowman & L i t t l e f i e l d ,  1980) ,  p.  126.

P l a t t ,  pp.  128-9 ,  132; Reynolds,  pp.  107,  127.  The 1189 
c h a r t e r  i s  p r i n t e d  in  Morant ,  Appendix t o  Book I ,  35 -6 .  For d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  C o l c h e s t e r ’s c h a r t e r s ,  s ee  M a r t in ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , pp.  24-6 ,
38;  Morant ,  I ,  78-82;  C u t t s ,  pp. 138-40.  D e f i n i t i o n s  from Morant ,  I ,  
78; " l a s t a g e " :  a l i b e r t y  f o r  men to  b r in g  t h e i r  goods t o  f a i r s  and 
m a rk e t s ,  o r  t o  c a r r y  them where th e y  p l e a s e d ;  " p a s sa g e " :  money paid 
f o r  pass ing  to  and f r o ,  on persons  o r  goods ,  in  common s h o r e s ,  land ing  
p l a c e s ,  e t c . ;  " pon tage" :  t o l l  pa id  f o r  passage  over b r i d g e s ,  with
horses  o r  c a r r i a g e s ,  o r  under them, w i th  boa ts  and s h i p s .

23
P l a t t ,  p. 135. Reynolds,  however,  p.  110 ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  

r e t u r n  o f  w r i t s  was j u s t  an expens ive  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o r  even r e s t r i c t i o n  
o f  an o ld  p r a c t i c e .

24
M a r t in ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , p.  25;  P l a t t ,  pp.  128,  133. 

Crummy, A s p e c t s , p.  67 ,  says  t h a t  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  town h a l l  was unique as 
no o t h e r  12 th  c e n t u r y  urban s e c u l a r  b u i l d i n g  with  such l a v i s h  deco ra ­
t i o n  i s  r ecorded  a s  having e x i s t e d .

25
M a r t in ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , pp.  25 -6 ;  W. Gurney Benham,
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" I n t r o d u c t i o n , "  Court  R o l l s  o f  th e  Borough o f  C o l c h e s t e r , ed .  and t r a n s .  
I saac  H erber t  J e a ÿ ë s ,  4 v o l s .  (C o lc h e s t e r :  C o lc h es te r  Town Counci l ,
1921-41) ,  p.  V i .

26
Reynolds,  pp.  50-1;  P l a t t ,  p.  125; John B. M o r r a l l ,  P o l i t i c a l  

Thought in  Medieval Times (1958; r p t .  Toronto : Univ.  o f  Toronto P r e s s ,  
1980) ,  p.  60.

27
P l a t t ,  pp.  129 ,  136; Crummy, A s p e c t s , p.  82 ;  M ar t in ,  "The 

Engl ish  Borough," p. 128. For a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  C o lc h e s te r  r e c o r d s ,  see  
M ar t in ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , pp.  25,  38.  On th e  "C o lc h e s t e r  c h ro n ic le . "  
s ee  Crummy, A s p e c t s , pp. 26-7 .  The pub l i shed  c o u r t  r o l l s  c o n ta in  on ly  
r o l l s  from t h e  14 th  c e n t u r y .

28
M ai t land ,  p. 18; M o r r a l l ,  pp.  62 -3 ,  s ees  plena p o t e s t a s  as 

t h e  " p iv o ta l  conce p t ion  o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  system evolved  by the  
Middle Ages,"  w ith  t h e  ground f o r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  system having been 
p repared  by th e  emergence o f  c o r p o r a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such as  t r a d i n g  
g u i l d s ,  c i v i c  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and c a t h e d ra l  and monast ic  c h a p t e r s .

29
Reynolds,  p.  113. P l a t t ,  p .  143,  no te s  t h a t  t h e  1391 m or t ­

main l e g i s l a t i o n ,  in  e f f e c t ,  r ecognized  t n e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  pe rpe tua l  
borough c o r p o r a t i o n s .

Morant,  I ,  81 ;  P l a t t ,  p .  142; Reynolds,  p.  114,
31

For a b r i e f  but  he lp fu l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  th e
peace system,  see  Myers,  pp.  37-8 ,  202-3.  The 1447 c h a r t e r  i s  summ-
r i z e d  in  Morant ,  I ,  79-80.  The 1462 c h a r t e r  added t h e  r e c o r d e r  to  t h e  
commission o f  t h e  peace ,  which was to  e n fo rc e  t h e  observance  o f  c e r t a i n  
s t a t u t e s  such as t h e  S t a t u t e s  o f  W inches te r ,  Northampton and Win­
c h e s t e r ,  f o r  p r e s e rv in g  t h e  peace;  t h e  S t a t u t e  o f  Cambridge,  concern ing  
l a b o r e r s  and t r a v e l l i n g  men; S t a t u t e  2 Henry V, a g a i n s t  t h e  L o l l a r d s ,  
e t c .  See Morant,  I ,  82 ,  no te  C.

32
C u t t s ,  pp.  148-9;  C o lch .C .R . ,  1511-12 ,  m. 16.  When u n c e r t a i n  

about  t h e  day and th e  month o f  t h e  c o u r t  r o l l  e n t r y ,  I have given the
membrane number as an a i d  in  f i n d i n g  th e  r e f e r e n c e .

33
Reynolds,  p. 124; Morant,  I ,  96-7 .  About t h e  freedom o f  ap ­

p r e n t i c e s  in  C o lc h e s t e r ,  s ee  R . P . B . , p.  29,  which g ives  an o rd in an c e  o f  
1523. In p r a c t i c e  i t  seems t h a t  t h e  second c a t e g o ry  was q u i t e  l i b e r a l ,  
i n c lu d in g  alj_ who were born and c h r i s t e n e d  in t h e  l i b e r t i e s  o f  Col­
c h e s t e r .  We have accounts  from 1493 and 1511 in  which t h e r e  were ques­
t i o n s  abou t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  c e r t a i n  men, and both p r e s en te d  w i tn e s s e s  t o  
t h e i r  having been born and c h r i s t e n e d  in  t h e  borough whereas no th ing  
was s a id  about  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r  o r  g r a n d f a t h e r .  In h i s  de­
fen se  in 1511,  Thomas Duglas a l i a s  Stubber  s t a t e d  t h a t  " a l l  t h o s e  who 
a r e  born in  t h e  town o r  . . . w i th i n  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  th e  town have been 
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memory o f  man." See R . P . B . . p.  I l l ;  Co lch .C .R . ,  1511-12,  m. 17. The 
l i s t s  o f  admiss ions  in  t h e  Oath Book and in  t h e  c o u r t  r e c o rd s  seem to  
inc lude  on ly  t h e  t h i r d  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  who were a d m i t t ed  on 
payment o f  a fee. and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  h a rd ly  a guide  t o  t h e  complete l i s t
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o f  freemen o f  t h e  c i t y .  A. R. B r idbu ry ,  Economic Growth (1962;  r p t .  
N.Y.: Harper & Row, 1975) ,  p.  65 ,  has c h a r t e d  t h e  adm iss ions  t o  Col­
c h e s t e r  from 1327 to  1530,  f i n d i n g  a d e c l i n e  a f t e r  1430,  but  t h a t  i s  
p robab ly  ex p la in e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  in  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  r e c o rd s  o f  t h e  
admission o f  sons o f  bu rgesse s  were not  r e c o rd e d .

For an e x c e l l e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h e  use o f  f r e e m e n ' s  r e g i s t e r s ,  
see  R. B. Dobson, "Admissions t o  t h e  Freedom o f  t h e  C i ty  o f  York in  t h e  
L a t e r  Middle Ages,"  Econ .H .R . , s e r .  2 ,  26 (1973) ,  1 -22 .  On London, see 
G. D. Ramsay, "The Recru i tm ent and Fortunes  o f  Some London Freemen in  
t h e  M id -S ix teen th  C en tu ry ,"  Econ .H .R . . s e r .  2 ,  31 (1978 ) ,  526-40.

34
Morant ,  I ,  98-9 .  Morant ,  I ,  83 ,  no te s  t h a t  f o r e i g n e r s  were 

o f t e n  s u b j e c t  to  f i n e s  fo r  t r a d i n g  w i th i n  t h e  borough w i th o u t  l i c e n s e  
from th e  b a i l i f f s .  A l i s t  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  freemen o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Can terbury  (ca^. 1430) may be found in  A. R. Myers,  e d . ,  Eng l ish  His-  
t o r i c a l  Documents 1327-1485 (N.Y.:  Oxford Univ.  P r e s s ,  1969) ,  pp.
569-7Ô1

35
This  would be so i f  anyone who was born in  t h e  borough a u t o ­

m a t i c a l l y  had freedom o f  t h e  borough,  as  Morant b e l i e v e s  was t h e  c a s e ,
1, 98.  Carl I .  Hammer, "Anatomy o f  an O l ig a rc h y :  t h e  Oxford Town 
Council in  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  and S ix t e e n t h  C e n t u r i e s , "  J . B . S . . 18 (1978) ,
2 ,  contends  t h a t  t h e  number o f  freemen in  Oxford was perhaps  a t h i r d  or  
even a h a l f  o f  t h e  a d u l t  male p o p u la t io n .

36
Rot.  P a r i . VI, 300.  The M .P . ' s  from C o lc h e s t e r  in  1485 men­

t i o n  paying th e  " f ee  farm" in  W es tm ins te r ;  s ee  Nicholas  Pronay and John 
T a y lo r ,  P a r l i a m e n ta ry  Texts  o f  t h e  L a te r  Middle Ages (Oxford:  C la re n ­
don P r e s s ,  1980) ,  p.  187.

37
Reynolds ,  pp.  I l l ,  126,  129; Helen M. J e w e l l ,  E ng l ish  Local 

A d m in i s t r a t i o n  in  t h e  Middle Ages (N.Y.:  Barnes & Noble,  1972) ,  p .  9;
Morant ,  I ,  49 .  R . P . B . , pp.  26,  92-3 ,  a l s o  g iv e s  examples o f  t h e  l e v y ­
ing  o f  t r o o p s  by t h e  k in g ,  in  1507,  1511-12,  and 1523. A r e c e n t  a r t i ­
c l e  by Robert  T i t t l e r ,  "The Emergence o f  Urban P o l i c y ,  1536-58 ,"  in 
The Mid-Tudor P o l i t y  c . 1540-1560, ed.  J e n n i f e r  Loach and Robert  
T i t t l e r  ( London : Macmillan,  1980) ,  pp.  74-93 ,  t r a c e s  t h e  development 
by t h e  Crown o f  an urban p o l i c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by t h e  Marian government 
which r e l i e d  h e a v i ly  upon a s t r o n g  l i n k  with  t h e  towns.

38
R . P . B . , p. 30; O .B . , p.  148; Morant ,  I ,  50.
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R . P . B . , pp. 30 ,  136-7 ,  164-6 ;  P l a t t ,  p .  147; Reynolds,  pp. 

1 28 -9 ,  180; Benham, " I n t r o d u c t i o n , "  p .  v .
40

In Morant m a n u s c r i p t s ,  p.  65 ,  E.R.O. D/Y2/2. A. R. B r idbu ry ,  
"Engli sh  P ro v in c i a l  Towns in  t h e  L a t e r  Middle Ages ,"  Econ .H .R . , s e r  2 ,  
34 (1981) ,  13,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  B r i s t o l  c i t i z e n s  sp e n t  " p r o d i g i o u s l y ,  on 
f e a s t i n g  and j u n k e t i n g ,  as  well as  on l i v e r i e s  and ceremonia l  p ro ­
c e s s i o n s . "

C u t t s ,  pp.  142-3 ,  169-71;  Will iam G. Hosk ins,  "An E l izab e th an  
P rov inc ia l  Town: L e i c e s t e r , "  in  P ro v in c ia l  England (N.Y.:  S t .
M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,  1963) ,  p.  98.  For a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  town f i n a n c e s ,  see
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James H, Thomas, Town Government in  t h e  S ix t e e n t h  Century (London: 
George A l len  and Unwin, 1933) ,  pp.  27-33 .

42
For a h e lp fu l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  borough o f f i c e s ,  s ee  Sidney and 

B e a t r i c e  Webb, Engl ish  Local Governme n t :  The Manor and th e  Borough,
3 v o l s .  (London"! Longmans, Green & Co. ,  1908) ,  I I ,  318-27.

43
The 48 aldermen were s e rv in g  when Henry V I I I ' s  r e i g n  began,  

p lu s  th o s e  who were added d u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  th rough Mary 's  r e i g n .  Some, 
o f  c o u r s e ,  con t inued  s e rv in g  beyond t h e  end o f  Mary 's  r e i g n  (o r  had 
served  in  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  Henry V I I ' s  r u l e ) ,  and I have taken  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a l l  o f  t h e i r  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .  The lo n g - s e r v i n g  aldermen 
were Thomas Jopson ,  John Mayken, George S ayer ,  and Benjamin C le r e .

44
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45
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s u b s t a n t i a l l y  lower in  th e  second y e a r  as  t h e  a s s e s s o r s  became more 
l e n i e n t  w ith  t h e  w ea l thy .
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derman was Thomas Baker,  w i th  k60. All o f  t h o s e ,  t h e n ,  having over  
t60  were aldermen.

47
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served  more than 15 y e a r s  a s  a lderman.  The ex a c t  av e rage  f o r  s e r v i c e  
was once in  every  4 . 7  y e a r s .  John C r i s tm a s ,  E s q . .  on t h e  a v e r a g e ,  
s e rved  once in  eve ry  3 .7  y e a r s .  Hammer, 12,  a l s o  observed  a " d e f i n i t e  
h i e r a r c h y  o f  w ealth  co r respond ing  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h i e r a r c h y . "

48
C u t t s ,  p.  144; Morant ,  I ,  82 ;  R . P . B . , pp. 23 -5 ,  29.  P a l l i s e r ,  

York, p. 63 ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  mayor o f  York in  
r e g u l a t i n g  t r a d e .  On th e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  m a rk e t s ,  s ee  Alan E v e r i t t  on 
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T h i r s k ,  v o l .  4 :  1500-1640 (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ.  P r e s s ,  1967),  
pp.  486-8 .
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50
J e w e l l ,  p.  157. In t h e  g r a n t  o f  Kingswood Heath to  t h e  bo r ­
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Devonshire P r e s s ,  19>7) ,  pp. v i i - v i i i ,  x i i - x i i i ;  R. S. S c h o f i e l d ,  "The 
Geographical D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Wealth in  England,  1334-1649 ,"  Econ .H .R . , 
2nd s e r . ,  18 (1965),  490-1 ;  M. W. B e r e s f o r d ,  Lay S u b s id ie s  and Poll 
Taxes (C an te rbu ry :  P h i l l i m o r e ,  1963) ,  p .  11. For a r e c e n t  d i s c u s s i o n
on th e  use o f  t h e  medieval l a y  s u b s i d i e s ,  see  J .  F. Hadwin, "The Medi­
eval  Lay S u b s id ie s  and Economic H i s t o r y , "  Econ .H .R . , 2nd s e r . ,  36 
(1983) ,  200-17.  On Tudor t a x a t i o n ,  s ee  J .  D. A lsop ,  "The Theory and
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P r a c t i c e  o f  Tudor T a x a t io n , "  E .H .R . . 97 (1982),  1 -30 .  Taking i s s u e  
with  Alsop i s  G. L. H a r r i s ,  "Theory and P r a c t i c e  in  Royal Taxa t ion :
Some O b se rv a t io n s , "  E .H .R . , 97 (1982) ,  811-19.

80
Hoskins,  Age, p.  99; Cornwal l ,  "Country Towns," 62-5 ;  Pound, 

"Norwich,"  129-31;  P a l l i s e r ,  York, pp.  135-8 ;  on Cante rbury :  P e te r
C la rk ,  Engl ish  P rov inc ia l  S o c ie ty  from th e  Reformation t o  t h e  Revolu­
t i o n  (Hassock,  Sussex:  The H arv es te r  P r e s s ,  1977) ,  p.  8 ;  Hosk ins,  
" L e i c e s t e r , "  93; P l a t t ,  p.  110; Dyer, pp.  174-5;  Wallace T. MacCaffrey,  
E x e t e r ,  1540-1640 (Cambridge: Harvard Univ.  P r e s s ,  1958) ,  p .  249.

81
Phythian-Adams,  Covent ry , pp.  87 ,  91-2 ;  E.R.O. D/ACRl/158; 

P a l l i s e r ,  York, p .  150.
82

In E.R.O. D/ACR4/70, A l ice  G ardiner  in 1539 l e f t  brewing v e s ­
s e l s  t o  her  d a u g h t e r s ,  and e a r l i e r  Widow G ard iner  was c i t e d  f o r  s e l l i n g  
her  brew in  s h o r t  measure ,  C o lch .C .R . ,  Oct .  2 ,  1531. Even t h e  wives o f  
aldermen were mentioned o c c a s i o n a l l y  in  t h e  a s s i z e  o f  a l e ,  e . g .  in  
C o lch .C .R . ,  Jan .  14,  1510,  th e  w i fe  o f  Alderman John John was c i t e d .  
Poorer  women, i t  seems, supplemented t h e  household income by s p in n in g .  
J .  H. Thomas, pp. 80 -6 ,  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  " a lew ife "  and t h e  i n c r e a s in g  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on her  in th e  16 th  c e n t u r y .

83
Dyer,  p. 177; Phythian-Adams,  Coventry ,  p .  134; Hoskins.

Age, pp.  117-18.
0/1

 ̂ P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  107. E r i c  K er r idge ,  in  V.C.H. L e i c e s t e r -  
s h ÿ e , IV, 79 -104,  has an e x c e l l e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  v a r ious  occupa t ions  
and t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s  in  t h e  c i t y  o f  L e i c e s t e r .

My im press ion  a f t e r  r ead ing  many C o lc h e s t e r  documents i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a lo o s e  p a t t e r n  o f  neighborhoods in  C o lc h e s te r  a cco rd ing  to  
o c c u p a t io n ,  with  clo thmakers  main ly  in  t h e  p a r i s h e s  o f  S t .  James and 
S t .  P e t e r ,  m a r ine rs  and beerbrewers  in  S t .  L e o n a r d ' s ,  b u tc he r s  in  S t .  
M a r t i n ' s ,  d rap e r s  and g ro c e r s  in  S t .  Runwald's and S t .  N i c h o l a s ' ,  and 
many c ra f t sm en  such as t u r n e r s ,  j o i n e r s ,  and shoemakers in  S t .  Botol^h's  
For a geograph ica l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  by occu p a t io n  in  Covent ry ,  see  Phythian- 
Adams, C oven t ry , pp.  159-63.

85
R . P . B . , p.  29;  P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  148 ,  and see p.  128 about  

th e  poor chances o f  n a t i v e  born non-freemen to  become freemen.
86

Hoskins,  "Engli sh  P rov inc ia l  Towns in  t h e  Ear ly  S ix te e n th  
Century ,"  in  P r o v in c i a l  England , pp.  83 -4 .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  Coventry was 
one o f  t h e  two towns used by Hoskins,  t h e  o t h e r  town being E x e te r ,  to  
draw h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s .  Hoskins compared t h e  l a y  subs idy  f i g u r e s  with  a 
p r e l im in a ry  survey  made in  1522,  and Coventry and E xe te r  a r e  th e  only  
s i z a b l e  towns f o r  which 1522 f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ;  Phythian-Adams, 
Coven t ry , pp.  131-3.

87
J .  H. Thomas, pp.  114-26,  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  urban poor ;  A. L. 

B e i e r ,  "The Soc ia l  Problems o f  an E l izab e th an  Country Town : Warwick, 
1580-90 ,"  in  Country Towns in P r e - I n d u s t r i a l  England, ed .  P e te r  Clark 
( L e i c e s t e r :  L e i c e s t e r  Univ. P r e s s ,  1981) ,  pp.  45 -85 ,  has a good d i s ­
cu ss io n  o f  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  in  Warwick in  the  1580 's  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g
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a t t e m p t s  t o  meet t h e  problem.
go

MacCaffrey,  p.  252.  See pp. 87-9  above.
89

P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  100; C o lc h .C .R . ,  1520-1 , m. 18 d o r s e ;
Oct .  9 ,  1514; Apri l  18 ,  1513; Apr i l  30 ,  1515. I t  was p robab ly  t h e  same 
i r a s c i b l e  Debynham who i s  mentioned in  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i sh e d  L i s l e  
L e t t e r s  as  being a customs s e a r c h e r  in  C o lc h e s t e r  who o b s t r u c t e d  t h e  
send ing  o f  s u p p l i e s  t o  Viscount  L i s l e  in  C a la i s  in  1533,  c aus ing  t h e  
Viscount  t o  l o s e  L20 in  b e e f .  A f t e r  much t r o u b l e  to  t h e  V iscoun t ,  
Debynham was f i n a l l y  brought b e fo re  Thomas Cromwell f o r  t h e  o f f e n s e ,  
where Debynham t y p i c a l l y  spoke " s l an d e ro u s  words ."  Debynham d ied  in 
1536. See Muriel S t .  C la re  Byrne,  e d . .  The L i s l e  L e t t e r s  (Chicago:  
Univ. o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1981) ,  I ,  509-10 ,  647-9;  I I ,  296-8 ,  457-60 .

90
John S. Appleby and P e t e r  A. Watkinson,  The P a r i s h  Church o f  

S a in t  Runwald. C o lc h e s t e r  ( C o l c h e s t e r :  Benham and C o . ,  1 942 ) ,  p .  6;
E.R.O. D/ACR2/98; P.R.O. 22 F e t i p l a c e ;  17 Hogen. L i v e r i e d  s e r v a n t s  
a l s o  s e t  t h e  Teyes a p a r t ,  f o r  Dame M a r g a r e t ' s  w i l l  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  " a l l  
my s e r v a n t s  may have t h e i r  wages w i th  t h e i r  l i v e r y . "  J u l i a n  Cornwall ,  
"The E a r ly  Tudor G en t ry , "  Econ .H .R . . s e r .  2 ,  17 (1965) ,  456-75 ,  has an 
in f o r m a t iv e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  g e n t ry  in  t h e  1 5 2 0 ' s  in  5 c o u n t i e s .

91
The o f f i c e  o f  r e c o r d e r ,  o r  town la w yer ,  was o f t e n  held by 

lo c a l  g e n t ry  a l s o .
92

Thrupp,  p.  206; Robert  S. G o t t f r i e d ,  "Bury S t .  Edmunds and 
t h e  P opu la t ions  o f  Late Medieval Engl ish  Towns, 1270-1530,"  J . B . S . ,
20 (1980) ,  27;  P e t e r  C la rk ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Engl ish  Country Towns 1500-
1800,"  in  Country Towns, p.  4 .

93
P.R.O. E179/108/169;  B r idbu ry ,  Economic, pp.  58-64;  R .P .B . .  

p.  87; P a l l i s e r ,  York, p .  128; P e t e r  Clark  and Paul S la c k ,  EnqTTsrT 
Towns i n  T r a n s i t i o n  1500-1700 (London: Oxford Univ.  P r e s s , "1976 ) ,  
p. 92.  For a genera l  work on a l i e n  im m ig ra t io n ,  s ee  Will iam Cunningham, 
Alien Immigrants  t o  England (N.Y.:  Macmil lan,  1897) .

94
R . P ' B . , p.  29; Dyer, p.  185; C la r k ,  T r a n s i t i o n ,  pp.  119-20;  

Lawrence S tone ,  "Social  M ob i l i ty  in  England,  1500-1700,"  P . P . ,  no.  33 
(1966) ,  20 -1 .  A ppren t ices  came from a r a d i u s  o f  a t  l e a s t  15 m i le s  
away, acc o rd in g  t o  John P a t t e n ,  " P a t t e r n s  o f  M igra t ion  and Movement o f  
Labour t o  Three P r e - I n d u s t r i a l  Eas t  Anglian Towns," in P r e - I n d u s t r i a l  
England, ed .  P a t t e n ,  p.  159.  Anne Yarbrough,  "A ppren t ice s  as Adoles-  
c e n t s  in  S ix t e e n t h  Century  B r i s t o l , "  Journa l  o f  Soc ia l  H i s t o r y . 13 
(1979) ,  67-81 , i s  an e x c e l l e n t  s tu d y  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  in  B r i s t o l .

95
C o lc h .C .R . ,  Apr i l  30,  1515;  Appendix 2 .  Even Will iam Teye,  

G e n t . ,  Town C le rk ,  had loaned  money to  2 p rospe rous  c lo thmakers  in  
C o l c h e s t e r ,  a cco rd ing  t o  h i s  w i l l ,  P.R.O. 22 F e t i p l a c e .

H a r r i s o n ,  p.  115; P l a t t ,  p. 102; P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  99; 
Thrupp, p. 282,  284; P.R.O. 28 A y lo f fe .  The c o u r t  r o l l s  r e c o rd s  t h e  
purchase  by Cristmas  o f  Downham Manor, Bradwell j u x t a  Mare,  C o lc h .C .R . ,  
Dec. 11 ,  1514.
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97
Dyer,  pp. 186-8 ,  has some i n t e r e s t i n g  examples o f  Worces ter  

f a m i l i e s  who e s t a b l i s h e d  themse lves  as co u n t ry  g e n t r y .  S i r  Thomas 
Smith,  De Repub l ica  Anqlorum. ed .  Mary Dewar (Cambridge: Cambridge 
Univ.  P r e s s ,  1982) ,  pp.  71 -2 ,  in a t r e a t i s e  f i r s t  pub l i shed  in  1583, 
has an i n t e r e s t i n g  comment on gen tlemen:  "For as f o r  gent lemen,  they
be made good cheape in  England.  For whosoever s t u d i e t h  t h e  lawes o f  
th e  rea lm e,  who s t u d i e t h  in  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  who p r o f e s s e t h  l i b e r a l l  
s c i e n c e s ,  and to  be s h o r t e ,  who can l i v e  i d l y  and w i th o u t  manuall 
l a b o u r ,  and w i l l  beare t h e  p o r t ,  charge  and countenaunce o f  a g e n t l e ­
man, he s h a l l  be c a l l e d  m a s t e r ,  f o r  t h a t  i s  t h e  t i t l e  which men g ive  to  
e s q u i r e s  and o t h e r  gen t lemen ,  and s h a l l  be taken f o r  a gent leman."  
S tone ,  18-19 ,  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  s o c i a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  merchan ts .

98
Thrupp,  pp.  199-200; Rogers ,  31; E.R.O. D/ACR2/218.

C o k s a le ' s  f o r tu n e  was l e f t  to  h i s  nephew a f t e r  t h e  decease  o f  C o k sa le ' s  
widow, but  a p p a r e n t ly  t h e  nephew d i e d ,  so t h a t  C o k s a le ' s  s i s t e r  and 
her  husband then  became h e i r s .  Concerning Cowbridge: P.R.O. 34 Hogen;
John Foxe, The Acts and Monuments o f  John Foxe, ed.  Stephen Reed 
C a t t l e y  (London: R. B. See ley  and W. B urns ide ,  1841),  V, 251-3 .

99
P.R.O. 34 Hogen. The e l d e s t  C o l l e  son was given some e x t r a  

income from t h e  r e n t s  o f  l a n d s ,  bu t  we do no t  know how much t h a t  would 
have been.

P a l l i s e r ,  York, p. 98; Thrupp, p .  205.

P l a t t ,  p.  105,  has a c h a r t  f o r  London; s ee  a l s o  MacCaffrey,  
pp.  254-5;  Phythian-Adams, C ovent ry , p.  149;  P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  96. 
Nicholas  C l e r e ' s  son,  John C le r e ,  m arr ied  Maryon, d au g h te r  o f  Alderman 
Robert  Barker ;  daugh te r  Margare t  C le re  m arr ied  Alderman Robert  B es te .  
Nicholas  C l e r e ' s  aldermen g randsons :  N ic h o la s ,  Benjamin,  and ( an o th e r )  
Nicholas  C le r e ,  and John B es te .

102
Lawrence S tone ,  The Family,  Sex and Marriage in England 

500-1800 (N.Y.:  Harper and Row, 1977) ,  pp. 99,  191.  Stone  contends
t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  a f f e c t i o n  w i th i n  t h e  f a m i ly .  With a c o n t r a r y  
view,  DuBoulay, p. 151, c i t e s  t h e  l a t e  medieval a t t i t u d e s  t o  t h e  Holy
Family as being i n d i c a t i v e  o f  s t r o n g  fam i ly  f e e l i n g .  Emmison. Home,
p. 95,  documents t h e  concern  f o r  wives found in  Essex w i l l s  in  t h e  
E l izabe than  pe r io d .

103
C la rk ,  T r a n s i t i o n , p. 14; see Table 21. A he lp fu l  s t a r t i n g  

p la ce  f o r  a s tudy  o f  t h e  fam i ly  i s  Lawrence S to n e ,  "Family H is to ry  in 
t h e  1980s: P as t  Achievements and Futu re  T rends ,"  J . I . H . .  12 (1981) .
51-87,  w i th  i t s  comprehensive f o o t n o t e s .  See a l s o  Gerald L. S o l id a y ,
e d . .  H i s to ry  o f  t h e  Family and K inship :  A S e l e c t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B i b l i ­
ography (Millwood. N . Y . : K r a u s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Pub . ,  1980) .  Arlene 
S k o ln ic k ,  "The Family R e v i s i t e d :  Themes in  Recent  Social  Science  
Resea rc h ,"  J . I . H . , 5 (1975) ,  703-19,  looks  a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  on t h e  s tudy  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f am i ly .  For th e  
s tudy  o f  French fam i ly  h i s t o r y ,  see Robert  Wheaton and Tamara K. 
Hareven, e d s . .  Family and S e x u a l i t y  in  French H is to ry  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  
Univ. o f  Pennsylvania  P r e s s ,  1980).  Wheaton's  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  a good
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summary o f  r e s e a r c h  in  f a m i ly  h i s t o r y .  For a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  fam i ly  in  
German-speaking c o u n t r i e s ,  s ee  Michael M i t t e r a u e r  and Reinhard  S i e d e r ,  
The European Family , t r a n s .  Karla Oosterveen and Manfred HGrzinger 
^Oxford: Basi l  B lackw e l l ,  1982) .  Jean-Louis  F l a n d r i n ,  Fam i l ie s  in
Former Times, t r a n s .  R ichard  Southern  (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ.
P r e s s ,  1979) has some e x c e l l e n t  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  fami ly  in  France and 
England in  t h e  16th c e n t u r y .  A f a s c i n a t i n g  s tudy  o f  fam i ly  l i f e ,  
based on th e  d i a r y  o f  a 17 th  c e n t u r y  Essex clergyman ,  i s  Alan McFarlane,

Ralph J o s s e l i n  (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. P r e s s ,

104
Kei th  Wrightson and David Levine ,  Pover ty  and P i e t y  in  a n 

Engl ish  V i l l a g e ;  T e r l i n q .  1525-1700 (N.Y.:  Academic P r e s s ,  1979),
pp.  92, 94, 102.  McFarlane found t h e  same t o  be t r u e  i n  Ralph 
J o s s e l i n ' s  17th c e n tu ry  v i l l a g e .

C har les  Thomas, C h r i s t i a n i t y  in  Roman B r i t a i n  (B erke ley :
Univ. o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  Ï 9 8 1 ) ,  p.  130; V.C.H. E s s i x 7 ~I. 423-4 ;  J .  H. 
Round, S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church,  C o l c h e s t e r , "  T . E . A . S . , n . s . ,  15 (1921) ,  94. 
In t h e  Domesday Book, S t .  Mary 's  i s  no t  mentioned under t h e  survey  o f  
C o l c h e s t e r ,  bu t  i t  i s  in c lu d ed  among t h e  "soke" o f  t h e  Bishop o f  London 
w i th i n  the  w a l l s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  and i s  so e n t e r e d  w i th  t h e  B ish o p ' s  
l a n d s ,

C u t t s ,  pp. 70-1 ;  Warwick Rodwell ,  "Church Archaeo logy ,"  in 
A Guide to  Essex Churches , ed .  C h r i s to p h e r  S t a r r  (S a f f ro n  Walden: The 
Essex Churches Support  T r u s t ,  1980) ,  pp.  10-11;  Crummy, A s p e c t s . p.  47. 
I t  has been a s s e r t e d  t h a t  S t .  H e len ' s  was a Roman c h a p e l , but  Hul 1 be­
l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  w a l l s  o f  S t .  H e le n ' s  were once p a r t  o f  a Roman t h e a t e r ,  
Roman C o l c h e s t e r , p. 106.

M a r t in ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , p.  30; C u t t s ,  pp.  8 9 -9 0 ,  97; 
Crummy, A s p e c t s , pp.  4 0 -6 ,  74.  Crummy s p e c u l a t e s  t h a t  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  
was based on a Roman cem eta ry  chu rch .  On t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  mid-7th 
c e n t u r y  s a i n t ,  B oto lph ,  see  Margaret  Gall yon .  The Ear ly  Church in 
E as te rn  England (Lavenham, S u f f o lk :  Terence D a l ton ,  1973) ,  pp.  92-7.

108
Colin P l a t t ,  The P a r i s h  Churches o f  Medieval England (London: 

Seeker  and Warburg,  1981) ,  pp. 3 -7 ;  G. H. M a r t in ,  "Church L i f e  in  
Medieval L e i c e s t e r , "  in  The Growth o f  L e i c e s t e r , ed .  A. E. Brown 
( L e i c e s t e r :  L e i c e s t e r  Univ.  P r e s s ,  1970) ,  p.  29 .  Converse ly ,  an o ld
town such as Boston which has on ly  a s i n g l e  p a r i s h  i s  u s u a l l y  a town 
which made i t s  money a f t e r  1100,  says M ar t in .  C. N. L. Brooke,  "The 
M iss ionary  a t  Home: The Church in  t h e  Towns, 1000-1250 ,"  in  S .C .H . .
6 (1970) ,  66 ,  compares England w i th  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  C o n t in e n t .  On 
p r o p r i e t a r y  churches  in  England,  see  Frank Barlow, The Eng l ish  Church.  
1000-1066 (Lcndon: Longmans, 1963) ,  pp.  186-7 ,  193-5 ,  199-201.  For
th e  nth  c e n t u r y  church in  t h e  borough ,  see  Barlow, pp. 192-3.

109
V.C.H. E ssex . I I ,  93 -4 ,  148-9 ;  Morant ,  I I ,  31 -5 .  The advow- 

son d id  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c a r r y  with  i t  t h e  r i g h t  to  t i t h e s ;  f o r  a d i s ­
c u s s io n  o f  monast ic  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  see  P l a t t ,  Churches . pp.  9-12.

P l a t t ,  Town, p .  148;  C u t t s ,  pp.  97-9 ;  A. Hamilton Thompson,
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CHAPTER I I I  

LAY PIETY IN LATE MEDIEVAL COLCHESTER

By examining th e  l a s t  w i l l s  and t e s t a m e n t s  o f  C o lc h e s te r  i n h a b i ­

t a n t s ,  we can ga in  a p e r s p e c t iv e  on t h e  commitment and th e  e n e rg i e s  de­

voted to  r e l i g i o n  in t h e  l a t e  medieval urban s o c i e t y .  Undoubtedly some 

o f  t h e  marks o f  p i e t y  m a n i fe s ted  in  t h e  w i l l s  r e f l e c t  on ly  conven t iona l  

i d e a l s  o f  p i e t y  r a t h e r  than  th e  t e s t a t o r ' s  personal  commitment to  h o l i ­

n e s s .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  whether one gave alms and provided  f o r  p ray e r s  f o r  

h is  soul out  o f  f e a r  o f  damnation,  o r  o u t  o f  love  f o r  God, alms and 

p r a y e r s  r e p r e s e n t  an endorsement o f  a ccep ted  s tan d a rd s  o f  p i e t y ,  such 

as th o s e  embodied in  Geoffrey Chaucer 's  humble plowman:

A trewe swynkere [worker]  and a good was he,
Lyvynge in  pees and p a r f i t  c h a r i t e e ,
God loved he b e s t  w i th  a l  h is  hoole h e r t e  
At a l l  tymes,  thogh him gamed o r  sm e r t e . l

We s h a l l  see  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  idea l  o f  p i e t y  i n  t h e  many deeds o f  

c h a r i t y  and p r o v i s io n s  fo r  p ra y e r s  in C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s .  I t  was,  a f t e r  

a l l ,  an age which s t r e s s e d  c e r t a i n  works f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  soul 

from Purga tory  and fo r  t h e  a t t a in m e n t  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  and i t  i s  r e l a t i v e ­

l y  simple to  c h a r t  th o s e  works. Those pious deeds were marks o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  God and f o r  o n e ' s  s a l v a t i o n ,  but  we s h a l l  a l s o  

f i n d  t h a t  t h e  a t t a in m e n t  o f  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  th rough  works and p rayers  

was a communal e f f o r t ,  w i th  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  f o r  t h e  whole community. 

Through t h e  l a y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  pious  works,  th e  townsmen were de v e l ­

oping a r e l i a n c e  on o th e r  laymen and f in d in g  co n f id e n ce  in  them se lves .

194



195

P a r t  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  l a y  p i e t y  in  t h e  l a t e  medieval p e r io d ,  however, 

was t h a t  i t  worked w i th i n  t h e  acc ep ted  framework o f  t h e  church and 

t h e r e f o r e  had l i t t l e  o f  t h e  appea rance  o f  d ive rge ncy .  S ub t ly  but  s u r e ­

l y  c l e r i c a l  i d e a l s  were being changed in to  an a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r ­

i t u a l i t y  o f  th e  l a y  pe rson ,  though w i th in  t h e  wor ld ,  a s p i r i t u a l i t y  

which cou ld  love  God in  t h e  marke tp lace  as  well  as  in  t h e  s a n c tu a ry .

S ec t ion  1 : Lay P i e t y  and th e  Church

In ou r  d e s c r i p t i o n  in  c h a p t e r  two o f  the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  church  in  

C o l c h e s t e r ,  i t  was im poss ib le  to  d e s c r i b e  t h e  church w i thou t  d e p i c t i n g  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  people w i th in  t h e  ch u rch ,  aga in  a f f i r m in g  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  church i s  not  j u s t  t h e  c l e r i c s  o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  bu t  i s  

a l s o  t h e  peop le .  I t  was t h e  people  who se rved  as  g o d p a ren t s ,  who paid 

f o r  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  churches  and t h e  s p e c ia l  p raye r s  o f  p r i e s t s ,  who 

walked in  church  p r o c e s s i o n s ,  and who served  as churchwardens and on 

p a r i s h  c o u n c i l s .  I t  was a l s o  th e  town l e a d e r s  who r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  im­

p o r tan c e  o f  t h e  church  by t h e i r  f r e q u e n t  a t t e n d a n c e .  All o f  th e s e  

"works" may very  well be marks o f  p i e t y ,  o r  th e y  may n o t ,  but  t h e  po in t  

i s  t h a t  th e  church provided  a c o n t e x t  in which urban l a y  p i e t y  could 

deve lop .  Though Loi l a r d y  had a number o f  a d h e re n t s  in C o l c h e s t e r ,  i t  

was th e  more conven t iona l  p i e t y ,  w i th i n  th e  church ,  which had t h e  most 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  in t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  town. Lay p i e t y  can be viewed as a 

c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h u r c h - - t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s u b j e c t i v e  ap­

proach t o  God versus  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  approach—but i t  i s  a l s o  c o r r e c t  

to  s ee  l a y  p i e t y  a s  complementary to  the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  church .  John 

Adam, t h e  Rector  o f  S t .  James'  Church,  encouraged th e  p i e t y  o f  t h e
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people  by making h is  devot ional  works a v a i l a b l e  to  t h e  peop le ,  a long ­

s id e  th e  cha ined  B ib le  in  t h e  c h u rch .  Much depended on th e  lo c a l  r e p ­

r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  chu rch ,  t h e  p r i e s t ,  as to  whether t h e  devot ion  o f  

t h e  people was encouraged o r  was c o n s id e re d  a t h r e a t .  During th e  e a r ­

l i e s t  Tudor y e a r s ,  t h e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  people seems to  have been encourag­

ed ,  whereas i t  was seen as a t h r e a t  by some C o lc h e s te r  p r i e s t s  in  th e  

Reformation y e a r s .

In many ways t h e  medieval  church in  C o lc h e s te r  was q u i t e  e f f e c ­

t i v e  in  i t s  work.  Some o f  th e  p r i e s t s  were obv io u s ly  committed to  

t h e i r  work, and th e  educa t ion  o f  t h e  c l e r i c s  was r e l a t i v e l y  h igh .  P a r ­

i s h  l o y a l t y  was e v i d e n t  in t h e  f r e q u q n t  beques ts  to  t h e  chu rch ,  in  th e  

r e q u e s t s  f o r  b u r ia l  in  o n e ' s  own p a r i s h  church or  churchya rd ,  and in 

t h e  beques ts  t o  t h e  poor in  o n e ' s  own p a r i s h .  Yet t h e r e  were d e f i n i t e  

i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  was not  so bound up in  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

church as were some towns. Compared to  Norwich, where 10-11% o f  the  

sons mentioned in  w i l l s  were c l e r i c s ,  few f a m i l i e s  in  C o lc hes te r  were 

g iv ing  t h e i r  sons to  t h e  church .  C o lc h es te r  beques ts  to  r e l i g i o u s  

houses ,  even to  t h e  popula r  f r i a r s ,  were l e s s  than in  York, where one-

t h i r d  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  between 1501 and 1538 remembered th e  f r i a r s  in  
2

t h e i r  w i l l s .  In c h a p t e r  fou r  we s h a l l  f i n d  t h a t  C o lc h e s te r  ea g e r ly  

rece ived  t h e  a c t s  o f  church  re fo rm ,  i n d i c a t i n g  some d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i th  t h e  church o f  t h e  l a t e  medieval  p e r io d .  I t  has been noted t h a t  

t h e  l a t e  medieval e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  system had become cumbersome, t h a t  

many o f  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were l e s s  than  idea l  models ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  

was a p a u c i ty  o f  s o l i d  t e a c h i n g .  More than  t h a t ,  however,  t h e  th in k in g  

urban l a y  person was no lo n g e r  c o n t e n t  to  t r y  t o  l i v e  by an idea l  which 

d id  n o t  meet h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  nor was he s a t i s f i e d  w i th  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n s
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which too  o f t e n  p r e v a i l e d  in  t h e  l a t e  medieval chu rch— images r a t h e r  

than  t h e  r ea l  p resence  o f  God, r i t u a l  r a t h e r  than  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  and 

s u p e r s t i t i o n  r a t h e r  than  i n t e l l i g e n t  b e l i e f .  The la yman 's  s p i r i t u a l i t y  

and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  p ious  deeds were h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  be t r u e  t o  God and 

t o  h i m s e l f ,  w i t h i n  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  in  t h e  wor ld ,  but  y e t  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  t h e  chu rch .

S e c t io n  2:

W i l l s  and T he i r  Use in  Analyzing  Pious Behavior

As t h e  pr im ary s o u rce  f o r  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p i e t y  o f  l a t e  medieval  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a l l  o f  t h e  e x t a n t  l a s t  w i l l s  and 

t e s t a m e n t s  from C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l  be used ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  being supplem ent­

ed by in fo rm a t io n  from o t h e r  r e c o rd s  o f  t h e  t im e .  Beginning w i th  th e  

r e ig n  o f  Henry VII in  1485 (few C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s —only  seven—a r e  ex­

t a n t  from b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e ) ,  we s h a l l  go th rough  1529,  when t h e  R efo r ­

mation P a r l i am en t  f i r s t  met under  Henry V I I I .  P r o t e s t a n t  awareness 

came q u ic k ly  to  C o l c h e s t e r ;  t h e  town a l r e a d y  had a t r a d i t i o n  o f  Lol- 

l a r d y ,  and th e  people  must have been keen ly  aware o f  t h e  i s s u e s  d i s ­

cussed  in t h e  Reformation P a r l i am en t  s i n c e  t h e i r  own town c l e r k ,  Thomas 

Audley,  was Speaker o f  t h e  House fo r  th o s e  im por tan t  s e s s i o n s  which 

m a n i f e s t e d  so much a n t i c l e r i c a l  ism. There was a f low er ing  o f  l a y  de­

v o t io n  in  C o lc h e s te r  in  t h e  y e a r s  j u s t  be fo re  t h e  Reformation ,  a t  a 

t ime when t h e r e  was t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  su p p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  a c t s  o f  

p i e t y  t h a t  we s h a l l  be c h a r t i n g .

Tes tamenta ry  r e c o rd s  a r e  t h e  most personal  documents a v a i l a b l e  

to  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  l a t e  medieval England,  and s i n c e  th e y  were a lmost  a l ­

ways drawn up on t h e  d e a th b e d ,  w i l l s  a r e  as hones t  a group o f  documents
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as one can expec t  to  f i n d ,  f o r  th e y  a r e  concerned with  what th e  t e s t a ­

t o r  found t o  be o f  u l t i m a t e  impor tance  in  h i s  l i f e .  G en ea lo g is t s  have 

long  found w i l l s  to  be v a l u a b l e ,  and more r e c e n t l y  h i s t o r i a n s  have put 

them t o  v a r i e d  and i n n o v a t iv e  u s e s .  Demographers and fam i ly  h i s t o r i a n s  

f i n d  in  them in fo rm a t io n  about  pop u la t io n  rep lacement  r a t e s ,  pe r iods  o f  

ep idemic ,  age o f  m a r r i a g e ,  number o f  c h i l d r e n ,  l i f e  s p a n s ,  and fami ly  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Other s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  f ind  in  w i l l s  in fo rm a t io n  about  

networks o f  kin  and n e i g h b o r s ,  l i t e r a c y ,  s o c ia l  s t a n d i n g ,  and p a t t e r n s  

o f  i n h e r i t a n c e ;  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  Reformation f in d  in  t h e  preambles o f  

w i l l s  c lu e s  to  changes in  r e l i g i o u s  t h i n k i n g ;  and a r e c e n t  use has been 

to  measure t h e  w ealth  o f  t e s t a t o r s  by th e  amount o f  t i t h e s  l e f t  t o  t h e  

high a l t a r  o f  t h e i r  p a r i s h  chu rche s .  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  and most o b v i ­

ous uses  o f  w i l l s  by h i s t o r i a n s  has been to  connec t  t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  be­

q u es t s  in  w i l l s  with  t h e  p i e t y  o f  th e  t e s t a t o r .  In 1959 Wilbur K. 

Jordan pub l i shed  a s tudy  in  which he employed hundreds o f  w i l l s  and 

o t h e r  documents t o  c h a r t  t h e  cou rse  o f  p h i l a n th ro p y  in  England from 

1480 to  1660, bu t  with  primary emphasis on t h e  pos t -Refo rm at ion  per iod  

s in c e  he was eager  t o  t r a c e  what he saw as  an i n c r e a s i n g  s e c u la r i s m  in  

s o c i e t y .  J o r d a n ' s  work has spawned sev e ra l  o t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  such as  Joel  

R o s e n th a l ' s  1972 book on t h e  v o lu n t a ry  g i f t  g iv ing  o f  t h e  "pa r l iam en­

t a r y  n o b i l i t y "  from 1307 t o  1485.^ U nders tandab ly ,  such s t u d i e s  have 

o f t e n  c h a r t e d  on ly  t h e  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  t o  be found in  w i l l s ;  more 

e l u s i v e  i s  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  s tudy  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  a peop le  th rough i t s  

w i l l s .

C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  have th e  p o t e n t i a l  to  be more f r u i t f u l  in  a 

s tudy  o f  th e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  than  do t h e  w i l l s  from some a r e a s ,  

f o r  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  can perhaps g iv e  a t r u e r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  wishes o f
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t h e  t e s t a t o r  than  can w i l l s  from such p l a c e s  as London o r  t h e  Province  

o f  York, where custom decreed  t h a t  a male t e s t a t o r  must l e a v e  o n e - t h i r d  

o f  h i s  personal  goods t o  h i s  w ife  and o n e - t h i r d  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  thus  

l e a v in g  only  th e  remaining o n e - t h i r d  f o r  f r e e  d i s p o s i t i o n .  C o lc h es te r  

i n h a b i t a n t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  a p p a r e n t l y  had t h e  r i g h t  f o r  f r e e  d i s ­

p o s i t i o n  o f  a l l  personal  goods ,  but  w i th  some e x c e p t i o n s —m arr ied  

women, c h i l d r e n ,  p r i s o n e r s ,  t r a i t o r s ,  h e r e t i c s ,  and th o s e  o f  unsound 

mind g e n e r a l l y  d id  no t  have t h e  freedom t o  make a w i l l ,  a l though  a few 

m a r r i ed  women in  C o lc h e s t e r  d id  make w i l l s  w ith  th e  c onsen t  o f  t h e i r  

husbands.  As f o r  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  C o lc h e s te r  was one o f  

th e  p r i v i l e g e d  boroughs w i th in  which t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  had t h e  r i g h t  to  

d e v i s e  houses and l a n d s . *

W i l l s ,  o f  c o u r s e , d i d  n o t  co v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n ,  s in c e  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  w i l l s  were w r i t t e n  by a d u l t  m a le s ,  and some in  t h a t  group 

d ied  i n t e s t a t e ,  o r  t h e i r  w i l l s  were no t  r e g i s t e r e d .  We cannot  p r e t e n d ,  

t h e n ,  to  have a t o t a l  p i c t u r e ,  but  we can on ly  a t t e m p t  t o  measure t h e  

s t r e n g t h  o f  devot ion  in  the  l i v e s  o f  th o s e  whose w i l l s  a r e  e x t a n t .  Fur­

the rm ore ,  t h e  e x t a n t  w i l l s  may p o s s i b ly  draw a p i c t u r e  o f  a g r e a t e r  

pe rce n tag e  o f  pious people  than  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e s i r e  

to  p rov ide  f o r  p raye r s  o r  f o r  t h e  g iv in g  o f  alms was one o f  th e  mot ives 

f o r  making a w i l l .  The church  had s t r o n g l y  encouraged t h e  making o f  

w i l l s  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  a f a c t  which i n c i d e n t a l l y  e x p l a in s  why t h e  pro­

ba te  o f  w i l l s  f e l l  t o  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s .  One o f  t h e  p raye r s  

which might  be heard in  church  on Sundays was t h e  f o l l o w in g ,  taken  from 

t h e  York Manual: "For a l l  t h a t  g ive  o r  l e a s e  in  t e s t a m e n t  any goods to

t h e  r i g h t  ma in tenance and uphold ing o f  t h e  work o f  t h e  church .  . . .

Whether medieval w i l l s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  s o c i a l  and
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economic groups i s  a m a t t e r  f o r  d e b a t e ,  and i t  i s  p robably  t r u e  t h a t  

t h e  very p o o re s t  had no r e s o u r c e s  f o r  making w i l l s .  Sy lv ia  Thrupp 

wrote about  London w i l l s ,  "The w i l l s  o f  which cop ies  a r e  on r e c o r d  a r e  

l i k e l y  to  be weighted with  th o s e  o f  men who were above t h e  average  in 

wealth  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  th o s e  o f  landed men." Other s t u d i e s ,  how­

e v e r ,  have found t h e  o p p o s i t e  t o  be t r u e .  Margaret  S p u f fo rd ,  s tu d y in g  

peasan t  i n h e r i t a n c e  customs in Cambr idgesh ire  in  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  

t h e  16th  c e n t u r y ,  found t h a t  a l l  groups in  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Willingham 

produced w i l l s  and ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h a t  i t  was th e  p oo re r  groups  which 

produced t h e  most w i l l s .  She concluded t h a t ,  whe ther  r i c h  o r  poor ,  t h e  

need t o  p rov ide  f o r  c h i l d r e n  who where n o t  independent  was a major  

m o t iv a t in g  fo rce  f o r  t h e  making o f  w i l l s .  Robert  G o t t f r i e d  has d e t e r ­

mined t h a t  t h e  t e s t a m e n t a ry  p o p u la t io n  i n  Bury S t .  Edmunds was a l s o  

very  b road ly  based ,  w i th  from t w o - t h i r d s  t o  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  a d u l t  

male popu la t ion  making w i l l s .®

From C o lc h e s te r  i n  th e  y e a r s  from 1485 th rough 1529, t h e r e  a r e  

203 e x t a n t  w i l l s  o f  l a y  peop le ,  b u t  t h e  number o f  w i l l s  be fo re  1500 i s  

p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  few er ,  s in c e  most o f  t h e  w i l l s  be fo re  1500 a r e  m iss ing  

from th e  r eco rd s  o f  t h e  c o u r t  o f  t h e  Archdeacon o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  where 

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  were proved.  From 1500 on ,  many more 

w i l l s  a r e  e x t a n t ,  g iv ing  a more a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e ,  w i th  187 e x t a n t  w i l l s  

o f  l a y  t e s t a t o r s  from 1500 t o  1529.  Using Robert  S. G o t t f r i e d ' s  c a t e ­

g o r i e s  o f  w ea l th  based on t h e  beques ts  t o  t h e  high a l t a r  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  

ch u rch ,  which G o t t f r i e d  used in  h i s  s tudy  o f  Bury S t .  Edmunds, Tab le 7 

shows a d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w i l l -m ake r s  among a l l  l e v e l s  o f  w ea l th  in  t h e  

y e a r s  from 1500 t o  1529 in C o lc h e s t e r .  The beques t  to  t h e  h igh a l t a r ,  

given in a lmost  a l l  o f  the  w i l l s ,  was s t a t e d  t y p i c a l l y  in t h e  w i l l  o f
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Table 7

Wealth o f  T e s t a t o r s  Based on 
Bequests  t o  t h e  High A l t a r ,  1500-1529

Amount, 
Gi ven

Number 
o f  Will s

P ercen t  o f  
Total  Will s

5d. o r  l e s s 13 7%

6d. -  20d. 86 46%

2 s .  - 5s . 39 21%

6 s .  -  9 s . 20 11%

10s .  o r  above 12 6%

Gave in  k ind ,  o r  amount not S ta t e d  5 3%

Gave noth ing 12

187

6%

 ̂ Using R. G o t t f r i e d 's  c a t e g o r i e s .  Bury S t . Edmunds, p.  127.

K a the r ine  Jonys in  1517, as  " to  t h e  high a l t a r  . . .  f o r  t i t h e s  and 

o b l a t i o n s  f o r g o t t e n  . . . i n  d i s c h a r g e  o f  my c o n s c i e n c e . "  The beques ts  

t o  t h e  high a l t a r  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  however,  a r e  not  always an a c c u r a t e  

measure o f  w ealth  as w i l l s  can be found where t h e  beques t  does not  seem 

to  r e f l e c t  t h e  t r u e  w ealth  o f  th e  t e s t a t o r .  For example,  Will iam 

Breton in  1499 l e f t  on ly  3 s .  4d.  to  t h e  high  a l t a r  o f  S t .  G i l e s '  Church, 

an amount which by G o t t f r i e d ' s  s t an d a rd  would p la c e  Breton in  t h e  mid­

d l e  range  o f  w e a l t h ,  whereas Breton in  h i s  w i l l  spoke o f  p r o p e r ty  a l l  

over  Essex,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he would have been a c t u a l l y  in  t h e  upper 

l e v e l  o f  wealth  in  C o lc h e s t e r . ^  Although we must not  r e g a rd  beques ts  

t o  t h e  high a l t a r  as  n e c e s s a r i l y  a t r u e  measure o f  w e a l t h ,  t h e y  n e v e r ­
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t h e l e s s  g ive  a rough p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  wea lth  o f  t h e  w il l -making  

p o p u la t i o n ,  and they  a s s u re  us t h a t  i t  was not  only  th o s e  in  t h e  upper 

economic s t r a tu m  who made w i l l s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  f o r  46% o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  

o n ly  gave from 6d.  to  2 0 d . ,  which i s  t h e  nex t  t o  th e  low es t  wea lth  

c a t e g o r y  g iven .  Only 6% gave 10s .  o r  above ,  in  t h e  h i g h e s t  wealth  ca te­

gory  o f  beques ts  to  t h e  high a l t a r .

All o f  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  have been c a t e g o r i z e d  accord ing  to  

t h e  im por tance o f  p i e t y  evidenced  in  them, and f o r  t h i s  t h r e e  c a t e ­

g o r ie s  have been s e t  up:  Category I - - t h o s e  w i l l s  which a r e  a s t ro n g

ex p re s s io n  o f  t h e  idea l  o f  p i e t y ;  Category I I —those  which m a n i f e s t  

some p i e t y  but  which do not  ev idence  an overwhelming sense  o f  i t s  value; 

Category I I I —th o s e  which e x h i b i t  l i t t l e  or  no concern f o r  th e  ide a l  o f  

p i e t y .  At l e a s t  90% o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  something t o  th e  ch u rch ,  i f  

on ly  t h e  money l e f t  f o r  t i t h e s  w i thhe ld  o r  f o r g o t t e n ,  but  i f  t h e  g iv ing  

seemed p e r f u n c t o r y  and t h e i r  pr imary concern was with  t h e i r  w or ld ly  

goods,  then  th e y  have been p laced  in t h e  l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y ,  as was 

Will iam Barker ,  a "waterman" who d ied  in  1517.  B arke r ,  s i c k  in  body, 

"remembering t h a t  I must need d i e  and d e p a r t  o u t  o f  t h i s  world and know 

no t  when no t  w i l l i n g  t h a t  in  me i s  t o  d i e  i n t e s t a t e , "  bequea thed 20d. 

to  t h e  high a l t a r  o f  S t .  Leonard 's  Church " f o r  my t i t h e s  n e g l i g e n t l y  

fo rb o rn e  i f  any such be in  d i s c h a r g e  o f  my s o u l , "  and th e  r e s t  o f  

B a r k e r ' s  w i l l  was taken  up with  p r o v i s io n  f o r  h i s  f a m i ly ,  w ith  on ly  th e  

s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  i f  a l l  3 c h i l d r e n  d i e d ,  then  t h e  money was to  be d i s ­

posed " f o r  t h e  w ealth  and p r o f i t  o f  my soul  and a l l  C h r i s t i a n  soul es ."® 

B a r k e r ' s  w i l l  might  p o s s i b ly  have gone in t o  t h e  middle c a t e g o ry  o f  

r e g a rd  f o r  p i e t y ,  c o n s id e r i n g  t h a t  h i s  3 c h i l d r e n  were y e t  unmarr ied,  

but  when in  doubt  I have t r i e d  to  e r r  on th e  s id e  o f  c a u t i o n ,  p la c in g
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Table  8

Lay P i e t y  in  C o lc h e s te r  W i l l s ,  1485-1529

Total  
No. o f  
W i l l s

I
Pious Concern 

a dominant va lue

II
Pious Concern 

o f  moderate va lue

I I I
Pious Concern 

o f  minimum value
No. o f  
W i l l s

% o f  
Total

No. o f  
W ill s

% o f  
Tota l

No. o f  
W i l l s

% o f  
Total

1485-99 16 13 81% 2 13% 1 6%

1500-09 81 32 40% 26 32% 23 28%

1510-19 64 28 44% 18 28% 18 28%

1520-29 42 16 38% 10 24% 16 38%

T o ta l s 203 89 56 58
1485-

1529 (100%) (44%) (27.5%) (28.5%)

T o ta l s ! (187) (76) (54) (57)
1500- 

1529 (100%) (41%) (29%)
1

(30%)

The 30 y e a r s  from 1500 t o  1529 a r e  t h e  most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  as  t h e  w i l l s  from t h e  e a r l i e r  per iod  were almos t  
e n t i r e l y  from th e  P r e r o g a t i v e  Court  o f  Can te rbury .

doub t fu l  cases  i n t o  a lower c a t e g o ry  o f  p i e t y .

Before going on t o  e x p l a in  my method o f  us ing  w i l l s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  

t h e  r e l a t i v e  concern  f o r  p i e t y  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s ,  i t  w i l l  be he lp fu l  

f i r s t  t o  have an overview o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  my c a t e g o r i z a t i o n .  The 

t h r e e  groups  o f  w i l l s ,  which I graded  acc o rd in g  to  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p ious 

a c t s ,  a r e  a d m i t t e d l y  somewhat a r b i t r a r y - - T u d o r  w i l l s ,  being t h e  p e r ­

sonal  documents t h a t  th e y  a r e ,  have a way o f  d e fy ing  l o g i c a l  and s t a ­

t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s —y e t  t h e  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  g ive  us a t e n t a t i v e  idea o f  

t h e  im por tance  given to  h o l i n e s s  among t h e  w i l l -m ak ing  p o p u la t io n .
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Table 9

Enrol lment o f  C o lc h e s t e r  W i l l s ,  1485-1529

P.R.O.T E.R .0 .2 Other® Total

1485-1499 13 1 2 16

1500-1509 13 66 2 81

1510-1519 5 57 2 64

1520-1529 7 34 1 42

T o t a l s
(% o f  t o t a l  w i l l s )

38
(19%)

158
(78%)

7
(3%)

203
(100%)

 ̂ W i l l s  e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  P r e r o g a t i v e  Court o f  Can te rbu ry ,  now 
housed in t h e  P ub l ic  Record O f f i c e .

2
Wills  e n r o l l e d  in t h e  Court  o f  th e  Archdeacon o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,

now housed i n  t h e  Essex Record O f f i c e .

^ _ W i l l s  e n r o l l e d  in t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  c o u r t  r o l l s ,  t h e  Red Paper
Book_, o r  t r a n s c r i b e d  by Morant who had ac c e s s  to  documents which a r e
no l o n g e r  e x t a n t .

E i g h ty -n in e  o r  44% o f  a l l  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  w r i t t e n  between 1485 and 

1529 were p laced  i n  c a t e g o r y  I ,  r e v e a l i n g  pious  a c t s  and g e s t u r e s  as 

a dominant  va lue  in  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e  t e s t a t o r s ,  w ith  27.5% in  c a t e ­

gory I I  and 28.5% in  c a t e g o r y  I I I  ( s ee  Table 8 ) .  Taken by deca des ,  t h e  

f i r s t  pe r iod  ( a c t u a l l y  one and o n e - h a l f  decades)  i s  skewed s i n c e  t h e  

w i l l s  from t h e  Court o f  th e  Archdeacon o f  C o lc h e s te r  from t h a t  pe r iod  

a r e  no lo n g e r  e x t a n t .  Almost a l l  o f  t h e  e x t a n t  w i l l s  be fo re  1500 a r e  

from th e  P r e r o g a t i v e  Court  o f  Can terbury  ( see  Table 9 ) ,  which handled 

w i l l s  whose t e s t a t o r s  owned land  in  more than  one d i o c e s e ,  and they  

t h e r e f o r e  r e f l e c t  a h ig h e r  s o c i a l  and economic s t r a tu m  o f  p e o p le .  The 

high degree  o f  concern f o r  p i e t y ,  81%,\ in  t h e  P.C.C. w i l l s  be fo re  1500
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perhaps  t e l l s  us something abou t  t h e  sense  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  doing 

good deeds w i th i n  t h a t  s o c i a l  g roup.  Our p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

decades  o f  t h e  16 th  c e n t u r y ,  in  which w i l l s  from a l l  s o c i a l  l e v e l s  were 

a v a i l a b l e ,  i s  more a c c u r a t e  because  o f  i t s  b roade r  base and i t  t h e r e ­

f o r e  comes c l o s e r  to  r e f l e c t i n g  the  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t i o n .  

In t h o s e  30 y e a r s  (1500-1529) ,  41% o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  were found t o  be in  

c a t e g o r y  I ,  t h o s e  who h ig h l y  va lued  t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y .  The r e l a t i v e  

pe rc e n ta g e s  o f  t h e  3 c a t e g o r i e s  in  t h o s e  same 30 y e a r s  do no t  change 

g r e a t l y  from decade to  decade ,  w i th  one e x c e p t io n :  c a t e g o ry  I I I ,  t h o s e  

e x h i b i t i n g  few a c t s  o f  p i e t y ,  r o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in  t h e  l a s t  decade ,  

a c o n d i t i o n  p o s s i b l y  im pe l led  by t h e  r i s e  in L o l l a rd  b e l i e f s  as  well as 

by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in t o  L o l l a rd y  in  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  both  o f  which engen­

dered  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m .

I t  i s  no t  always an easy  m a t t e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  i n t o  which o f  t h e  

3 c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p i e t y  a w i l l  should  go .  In d e v i s i n g  a method fo r  c a t e ­

g o r i z a t i o n ,  I used as a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  t h e  amount o f  money sp e n t  on 

p r a y e r s  and c h a r i t a b l e  deeds .  Obviously  a t e s t a t o r  cannot  be judged 

p ious  s imply  because he spends a huge amount on ho ly  d eed s .  Two o t h e r  

f a c t o r s  must be taken  i n t o  accoun t  when a s s e s s i n g  th e  amount spen t  on 

p r a y e r s  and c h a r i t a b l e  g i v i n g :  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u rc e s  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r  

and t h e  fam i ly  s i t u a t i o n .  As a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  a method o f  de te rm in ing  

t h e  w ea l th  o f  t e s t a t o r s  has been developed by Robert  G o t t f r i e d  in  h is  

s tu d y  o f  Bury S t .  Edmunds, u s in g  th e  amounts given t o  t h e  high a l t a r  

o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r ' s  p a r i s h  church  f o r  t i t h e s .  I have p a r t i a l l y  used t h a t
9

measure ,  bu t  t h a t  measure a lo n e  p rov ides  on ly  a rough beginning  p o in t  

f o r  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n ,  f o r  a s  a l r e a d y  noted  G o t t f r i e d ' s  w ea l th  i n d i c a t o r ,  

though very  h e l p f u l ,  i s  not  an e n t i r e l y  r e l i a b l e  gauge o f  t h e  w ea l th  o f
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C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s .  Other  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  w ea l th  must a l s o  be taken  

in t o  account  when e v a l u a t i n g  th e  amount sp e n t  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  d eeds ,  

such as  t h e  amount o f  money and goods bequeathed t o  f a m i ly  and f r i e n d s ,  

t h e  number o f  houses o r  l a nds  m en t ioned ,  whether  t h e  t e s t a t o r  had s e r ­

v a n t s ,  and whether  he cou ld  a f f o r d  t o  be bur ied  i n s i d e  a ch u rch .  Even 

th e  money which was o f t e n  g iven  t o  t h e  e x e c u to r  o r  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  t h e  

w i l l  in  payment f o r  s e r v i c e s  can p rov ide  a u s e fu l  comparison t o  t h e  

amount spen t  f o r  holy deeds .

Not o n ly  must  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r  be taken  

in t o  account  when e v a l u a t i n g  amounts sp e n t  on c h a r i t y  and p r a y e r s ,  but  

the  fam i ly  s i t u a t i o n  could  l i k e w i s e  a l t e r  t h e  amount which a t e s t a t o r  

cou ld  l e g i t i m a t e l y  spend.  An o l d e r  man who had a l r e a d y  s e t  up h i s  sons 

w i th  a s t a r t  in  l i f e  and had p rov ided  f o r  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  h i s  daugh te rs  

could  p robab ly  spend more on pious  works than  could t h e  younger  man who 

had minor c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  a t  home. A number o f  w i l l s  were made by men 

in t h e  l a t t e r  s i t u a t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  need was u rg e n t  to  p ro v id e  f o r  t h e  

s u s t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  fami ly  a f t e r  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  y e t  some o f  th o s e  

t e s t a t o r s  amply provided  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  b e q u e s t s ,  t h e re b y  t e s t i f y i n g  to  

t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  va lue  p la c e  on h o l i n e s s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  Thomas 

C le r e ,  who d ie d  in  1520 l e a v i n g  a w i fe  and 4 minor c h i l d r e n ,  i s  such an 

example.  C le re  bequea thed money and houses to  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  y e t  h i s  

p ious  concern  was c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  in  h i s  p r o v i s io n  f o r  a s t i p e n d i a r y  

p r i e s t  t o  pray f o r  h i s  soul and h i s  f r i e n d s '  s o u l s ,  f o r  an o b i t  in  h i s  

p a r i s h  church f o r  10 y e a r s ,  f o r  masses a t  h i s  b u r i a l  and on t h e  month 

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  and f o r  money to  be given to  t h e  poor.^®

C h a r i t a b l e  g iv in g  and p r a y e r s  were not  t h e  o n ly  marks o f  p i e t y ,  

th ough ,  and one must  look f o r  t h e  s u b t l e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y
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a p a r t  from c h a r i t a b l e  g iv i n g .  The to n e  and language  o f  t h e  w i l l  might 

be h e l p f u l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e  w i l l  seems t o  have been worded by the  

t e s t a t o r  h im se l f .  For example ,  Will iam Smyth 's  a d d i t i o n a l  p lea  in  1491 

seems h e a r t f e l t  in  i t s  s i m p l i c i t y  when, a f t e r  d e t a i l i n g  l i b e r a l  p ro­

v i s i o n  f o r  p r a y e r s ,  he d i r e c t e d  h i s  w i fe  and son to  d iv i d e  h i s  goods ,  

"p ray ing  you a l l  t o  remember me w i th  p ray ing  and w i th  alms deed s . "  

Robert  Ruoke’ s ph ra s ing  s i g n i f i e d  a concern  to  honor God: "I w i l l  t h a t

my tenement be so ld  by mine ex e c u to r s  and t h e  money t h e r e o f  r e c e iv e d  I 

w i l l  t h a t  t h e  churchwardens then  be ing o f  S t .  N icholas  Church . . . 

s h a l l  r e c e i v e  the  s a id  money and th e y  t o  bestow i t  i n  such t h i n g s  to  

th e  honor and worship o f  God by them most n e c e s s a ry  and needful  t o  be 

done w i th in  t h e  s a id  church as to  books,  v e s tm e n t s ,  copes  o r  o t h e r  

th i n g s  to  t h e  honor and worsh ip  o f  God." Another i n d i c a t o r  o f  personal  

p i e t y  might  be t h e  p o s se s s io n  o f  a persona l  r e l i g i o u s  a r t i f a c t ,  such as 

"my b e s t  r o s a r y , "  l e f t  by Joan B re t to n  in 1500, o r  "my c r o s s  o f  s i l v e r "  

bequeathed by Dame Margare t  Teye t o  her  son in 1519.^^

The type  o f  c h a r i t a b l e  g i f t  might  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  a d i s t i n c t  con­

cern  f o r  p i e t y ;  f o r  example,  money l e f t  t o  buy books to  a i d  in worship 

would b r ing  l e s s  l a s t i n g  g lo r y  t o  th e  t e s t a t o r  than  perhaps  a new win­

dow, but. would he lp  o t h e r s  in  t h e i r  worsh ip  t o  God. In 1507 Roger 

Burgon was very  p r e c i s e  in  h i s  d i r e c t i o n s :  "I bequeath to  t h e  q u i r e  o f

th e  s a i d  church a d i r i g e  book w i th  t h e  mass o f  requiem noted  and th e  

commendation and t h e  b u r i a l .  Also I bequeath  a quayre  o f  t h e  New Rest 

o f  t h e  T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t  and t h e  P e s t  o f  Jhus and t h e  F es t  o f  

t h e  V i s i t a t i o n  o f  Our Lady and a l l  no ted w i th  t h e  le gends  and t h e  

o c t a v e s  o f  t h e  sa id  f e s t e s . "  A shearman in  t h e  c l o t h  i n d u s t r y ,  John 

Glede,  l e f t  6 s .  8d .  to  h i s  p a r i s h  church  in  1508 "to t h e  new a n t ip h o n e r
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Table 10

W il l s  Which Mention No C l e r i c s ,  1485-1529^

C a teg o r ie s  Tota l  No. W ill s  Not % o f  Will s
o f  Pious o f  W i l l s  Mentioning in  That
Concern in  Category C l e r i c s  Category

I —a dominant va lue  89 5 g%

I I - - o f  moderate va lue  56 6 ]}%

I I I —o f  minimum va lue  58 30 52%

These w i l l s  mention no c l e r i c  by name, make no genera l  r e f e r ­
ences to  "a p r i e s t , "  nor  do they  even ask f o r  p ra y e r s  which would 
r e q u i r e  a p r i e s t .

l a t e l y  ordenyd" and f o r  "a new p re c e s s io n a ry  o f  p r i n t . "  Another g i f t  

which obv ious ly  i n d i c a t e d  a s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  t h e  c o n t in u in g  devot ion  o f  

o t h e r s  was t h a t  l e f t  by Robert  Fraunces in  1502 when he o rde red  t h a t  

5 marks be used by th e  wardens o f  t h e  Guild o f  Jesus  Mass t o  purchase 

fou r  s h e e t s  o f  parchment " to  be s e t  in  th e  mass book o f  Jhus and in  

t h a t  t o  be s e t  a l l  the  b r e th e r n  and si s t e r n e  t h a t  ha th  g ive  unto th e  

s a id  mass ."^^

Another su p p o r t iv e  c l u e  to  t h e  v a lu e  p laced on p i e t y  by th e  

t e s t a t o r  i s  th e  r e f e r e n c e  to  c l e r i c s  in  t h e  w i l l .  Some w i l l s ,  however,  

mentioned no c l e r i c s  a t  a l l ,  and t h e  number o f  th o s e  w i l l s  a r e  given in  

Table 10, in  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  a l r e a d y  a s s ig n e d  t o  t h e  w i l l s ,  acco rd ing  to  

t h e  import  o f  pious  behav io r  m a n i f e s t e d  in  them. The absence  o f  a r e f ­

erence  t o  a c l e r i c  in t h e  w i l l  i s  t h e  more r e v e a l i n g ,  as  i t  was q u i t e  

common t o  mention c l e r i c s  o r  a t  l e a s t  t o  ask f o r  c l e r i c a l  p r a y e r s .  A 

big  m a j o r i t y ,  80%, o f  a l l  t h e  203 C o lc h es te r  w i l l s  from 1485 to  1529 

mentioned c l e r i c s  o r  c l e r i c a l  p r a y e r s .  The more s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d i n g
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Table  11

Will s  Naming C l e r i c s  as Executo rs  o r  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  1485-1529

C a teg o r ie s Total  No. W ill s % o f  Wil ls
o f  Pious o f  W ill s Naming in  That
Concern in  Category Cl e r i c s Category

I —a dominant  va lue 89 18 20%

I I - - o f  modera te  va lue 56 9 16%

I I I —o f  minimum value 58 0 0
203 27

was t h a t  t h e  pe rce n tag e  o f  w i l l s  no t  mention ing  c l e r i c s  was much h ighe r  

in t h e  c a t e g o ry  which p laced  l i t t l e  v a lu e  on p i e t y .  F i f ty - t w o  p e rc e n t  

o f  t h e  w i l l s  in  c a t e g o r y  I I I ,  t h o s e  p la c in g  l i t t l e  im por tance  on p i e t y ,  

made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  c l e r i c s ,  whereas on ly  6% o f  th e  w i l l s  in  c a t e g o ry  

I ,  t h o s e  which h ig h l y  va lued  p i e t y ,  mentioned no c l e r i c s  o r  c l e r i c a l  

p r a y e r s .

The most coimon occu r ren c e  o f  c l e r i c a l  names was in t h e  l i s t  o f  

w i tn e s s e s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  w i l l ,  and t h e  c l e r i c a l  w i tn e s s  sometimes,  

perhaps o f t e n ,  w ro te  t h e  w i l l  f o r  th e  dying t e s t a t o r .  A c l e r i c  was 

a l s o  l i s t e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  as an ex e c u to r  o r  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  a w i l l ;  in  t h e  

203 C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s ,  27 w i l l s  o r  13% d e s ig n a t e d  a c l e r i c  f o r  one o f  

th o s e  jobs  ( see  Table 1 1 ) .  In c o n t r a s t ,  Norman Tanner found t h a t  in  

Norwich w i l l s  o f  1370-1517,  between 1 /4  and 1 /3  chose a c l e r i c  a s  an

e x e c u to r  o r  s u p e r v i s o r ,  a l th o u g h  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  f e l l  a f t e r  t h a t
13

p e r i o d .  In C o l c h e s t e r ,  no one in  c a t e g o r y  I I I ,  t h o s e  having l i t t l e  

o r  no r e g a rd  f o r  conven t iona l  p i e t y ,  named a c l e r i c  as  e x e c u to r  or  

s u p e r v i s o r  o f  h i s  w i l l .  Noting t h e  absence  o f  c l e r i c a l  a l l u s i o n s ,  then,  

i s  most u se fu l  in  s p o t t i n g  t h o s e  who a t t a c h  l i t t l e  v a lu e  t o  conven­
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t i o n a l  p i e t y .

There i s  one kind o f  c l e r i c a l  a l l u s i o n  which seems to  be a 

f a i r l y  r e l i a b l e  s ig n  o f  h igh es teem f o r  pious behav io r  in  t h e  w i l l ,  

a l though  i t  does not  occur  v e ry  o f t e n  in C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s .  Only s ix  

c l e r i c s  were named in  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  as  sons or  s t e p s o n s ,  and every  

one o f  t h e  n ine  t e s t a t o r s ,  both p a r e n t s  and s t e p p a r e n t s ,  who mentioned 

th o s e  s ix  c l e r i c a l  sons were r a t e d  on o t h e r  grounds as having a high 

r ega rd  f o r  p i e t y .  A l i s t  o f  th o s e  t e s t a t o r s  and t h e i r  sons can be seen 

in  Appendix 4; t h r e e  o f  th o s e  s i x  sons were A ugus t in ian  canons ,  two 

were f r i a r s ,  and one was a p a r i s h  p r i e s t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  none o f  t h e  

p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  c l e r i c s  were borough l e a d e r s ,  a l though  a l l  seemed to  be 

in a c o m fo r t a b l e ,  middle economic r ange .  By c o n t r a s t ,  Norman Tanner 

found t h a t  in Norwich between 10 and 11% o f  sons mentioned in w i l l s  

were s e c u l a r  p r i e s t s  o r  r e l i g i o u s ,  a l a r g e  number when c o n t r a s t e d  with  

t h e  4% mentioned in  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  ( i . e .  6 c l e r i c a l  sons ou t  o f  135 

sons who were d e f i n i t e l y  named in  t h e  w i l l s  from 1485 to  1529) .^*

Another s t r o n g  c l u e  conce rn ing  t h e  impor tance o f  p i e t y  f o r  t h e  

t e s t a t o r  can be found in  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  godch i ld ren  in  w i l l s .  S ix ­

t e e n  t e s t a t o r s  mentioned having godch i ld ren ,^® and e leven  o f  th o s e  

a p p a r e n t l y  had more than  one g o d c h i ld .  The g o d p a re n t -g o d c h i ld  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip  was a s p i r i t u a l  one ,  w i th  t h e  godparents  being charged by p r i e s t s  

t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  godch i ld ren  t h e  P a t e r n o s t e r  and th e  Creed and to  b r ing  

t h e  godch i ld  fo r  c o n f i r m a t i o n .  The church  c o n s id e re d  t h e  t i e  between 

godparent  and godchi ld  t o  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  s p i r i t u a l  bond,  and ,  j u s t  as  

blood r e l a t i v e s  were not  a l lowed  to  m arry ,  so m a r r i ag es  were no t  p e r ­

m i t t e d  between s p i r i t u a l  r e l a t i v e s  e i t h e r . ^ ®  Although l i t t l e  i s  known 

about  th e  a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between godparen ts  and g o d c h i ld r e n ,  t h e
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C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  god p a ren t s  were g e n e r a l l y  chosen f o r  

t h e i r  adherence  t o  p ious  ways,  and t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was taken  

s e r i o u s l y ,  a t  l e a s t  by most .  Of t h e  s i x t e e n  g o d p a r e n t - t e s t a t o r s , f o u r ­

t e e n  were p laced  (u s ing  o t h e r  c r i t e r i a )  in  c a t e g o r y  I w i th  th o s e  who 

g r e a t l y  va lued  a c t s  o f  p i e t y ,  so we can conclude  t h a t  a s t ro n g  i n d i c a ­

t o r  o f  v a lu e  p laced  on p i e t y  by a t e s t a t o r  i s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  a godchild.  

Legacies  to  t h e  g o d c h i ld re n  v a r i e d  from 3d. to  3 s .  4d .  in  money and 

inc luded  s e v e ra l  g i f t s  in  k in d ,  from s h e e t s  and sheep  t o  a tenement .  

Three t e s t a t o r s  t i e d  t h e i r  l e g a c y ,  i n  each c a s e  1 2 d . ,  t o  a r e q u e s t  t h a t  

t h e  godch i ld ren  pray  f o r  t h e i r  s o u l s ,  a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  s p i r i t ­

ual r e l a t i o n s h i p  between them.

Having then  e s t a b l i s h e d  ou r  method f o r  c a t e g o r i z i n g  th e  p i e t y  

o f  t e s t a t o r s  by e v a l u a t i n g  pious b eq u e s t s  in  l i g h t  o f  t h e  w ea l th  a v a i l ­

a b l e  and a l s o  in  view o f  th e  f a m i ly  s i t u a t i o n ,  we have in  t h e  p rocess  

a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  va lue  which one p laced  on pious 

a c t s ,  such as t h e  ty p e  o f  c h a r i t a b l e  b e q u e s t s ,  t h e  to n e  and language o f  

t h e  w i l l ,  t h e  p o s se s s io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  a r t i f a c t s ,  and ,  more q u a n t i f i a b l e ,  

t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c l e r i c s  o r  to  g o d c h i ld r e n .  Of t h o s e ,  r e f e r e n c e s  to  

c l e r i c a l  sons and to  g o dch i ld ren  have been found t o  be a lm os t  c e r t a i n  

s igns  o f  a g r e a t  concern  f o r  p i e t y  and i t s  deeds on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e s ­

t a t o r .  Converse ly ,  t h e  absence  o f  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  a c l e r i c  i s  o f t e n  an 

i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t e s t a t o r  had l i t t l e  r eg a rd  f o r  t h e  conven t iona l  

a c t s  o f  p i e t y .

Having p laced  th e  w i l l s  i n t o  3 c a t e g o r i e s  graded acco rd ing  to  

t h e  concern  shown f o r  t h e  per formance o f  pious  a c t s  ( s ee  Table 8 ) ,  we 

found t h a t  41% o f  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  in  t h e  p e r io d  most r e p r e -
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Table 12

Comparat ive Wealth o f  T e s t a t o r s  in  C a teg o r ie s  
o f  Concern f o r  Pious A c ts ,  1500-1529

Comparat ive
Wealth '

Category
I

Category
II

Category
I I I Tota l

5d.  o r  l e s s 3 2 8 13

6d.  -  20d. 29 29 28 86

2 s .  -  5s . 18 14 7 39

6 s .  -  9 s . 11 6 3 20

10s .  o r  above 9 1 2 12

Gave in  k in d ,  o r  amt.  
no t  s t a t e d 3 1 1 5

Gave no th ing 3 1 8 12

 ̂ Based on beques t s  t o  t h e  high a l t a r ,  us ing  G o t t f r i e d ' s  
d i v i s i o n s .  Bury S t .  Edmunds, p.  127.

s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  (1500-1529) were in  ca t e g o ry  I - - t h o s e  

whose concern  f o r  pious a c t s  was a dominant v a l u e .  Category I I  con­

t a i n e d  29% o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s ,  and c a t e g o ry  I I I ,  30%. S ince  we have had 

t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on a c t i o n s  and deeds in  our c a t e g o r i z i n g ,  i t  i s  on ly  

f a i r  t o  i n q u i r e  i f  we have in f a c t  mere ly  d iv id e d  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  i n t o  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a b i l i t y  to  perform pious  a c t s .  In o t h e r  

words,  do t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  t e s t a t o r s  dominate c a t e g o ry  I ,  and th e  poor­

e s t ,  c a t e g o r y  I I I ?  To he lp  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  Table 12 shows th e  

com para t ive  w ea l th  o f  t e s t a t o r s  based on th e  amounts g iven t o  t h e  high 

a l t a r  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s ,  d iv id ed  in t o  t h e  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  

v a lu e  p laced  on pious  a c t s .  Twelve donors were in  t h e  group l e a v in g



213 

Table 13

Enrollment o f  W i l l s  in  C a teg o r ie s  
o f  Concern f o r  Pious A c ts ,  1500-1529

Category I
(% o f  w i l l s  in  I )

Category II
(% o f  w i l l s  in  I I )

Category I I I
(% o f  w i l l s  in  I I I )

T o ta l s
(% o f  t o t a l  w i l l s )

Court  o f
P.C.C. t h e  Arch­ Other Total

deacon

17 56 3 76
(22%) (74%) (4%) (100%)

5 48 1 54
(9%) (89%) (2%) (100%)

3 53 1 57
(5%) (93%) (2%) (100%)

25 157 5 187
(13%) (84%) (3%) (100%)

t h e  l a r g e s t  amounts to  t h e  high  a l t a r s ,  and n ine  o f  them were in  c a t e ­

gory I which h ig h ly  va lued  deeds o f  p i e t y .  At t h e  low es t  end o f  t h e  

wealth  s c a l e  were 13 dono rs ,  and 8 o f  them were in c a t e g o r y  I I I ,  having 

l i t t l e  involvement in  p ious  a c t s .  Yet ,  as  a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  t o t a l  c o n f i ­

dence cannot  be p lace  in t h e  beques ts  to  t h e  h igh a l t a r  as  an i n d i c a t o r  

o f  w e a l th .  Table 13 i s  t h e r e f o r e  a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  to  measure t h e  c o r r e ­

l a t i o n  between w ea l th  and pious a c t s .  In Table  13 t h e  w i l l s  in  t h e  3 

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  concern  f o r  p ious  deeds  were d iv id e d  acc o rd in g  t o  t h e  

en ro l lm en t  o f  t h e  w i l l s .  Those t e s t a t o r s  whose w i l l s  were e n r o l l e d  in  

t h e  P r e r o g a t i v e  Court o f  Can terbury  were g e n e r a l l y  in  a h ighe r  s o c i a l  

s t r a tu m  than  th o s e  whose w i l l s  were e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  Court o f  t h e  Arch­

deacon o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  though t h e r e  were c e r t a i n l y  e x c e p t i o n s .  For 

example.  Dame Margaret  T eye ' s  w i l l  was e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  Archdeaconry 

Cour t ,  whereas t h e  w i l l s  o f  her  2 sons were p r e d i c t a b l y  e n r o l l e d  in  the  

P.C.C.^^ Table 13 r e v e a l s  t h a t  22% o f  t h e  w i l l s  in  c a t e g o r y  I were
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e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  P .C .C . , whereas on ly  13% o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  w i l l s  

from 1500 t o  1529 were P.C.C. w i l l s .

Both Tables 12 and 13 show, t h e r e f o r e ,  some c o r r e l a t i o n  between 

g r e a t e r  w ea l th  and g r e a t e r  concern  f o r  p i e t y  as shown by th e  t e s t a t o r s '  

pious d e e d s ,  y e t  t h e r e  was s t i l l  a l a r g e  p e rce n tag e  o f  donors  in  c a t e ­

gory I who were f a r  from w ea l thy .  In Table 12 we see t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  

number o f  t e s t a t o r s  (86) gave on ly  from 6d.  t o  20d.  in  t i t h e s  t o  t h e  

high a l t a r s ,  and a t h i r d  o f  t h o s e  (29 t e s t a t o r s )  were in  Category I o f  

pious conce rn .  Table 13 shows t h a t  84% o r  157 ou t  o f  t h e  187 l a y  w i l l s  

from 1500 t o  1529 were e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  l o c a l  a rchdeaconry  c o u r t .  Of t h e  

76 w i l l s  p laced  in  c a t e g o r y  I ( g r e a t  v a lu e  p laced  on pious a c t s ) ,  74%

(56 w i l l s )  were from th e  archdeaconry  c o u r t .  Obvious ly ,  many o r d in a r y  

people  were m a n i f e s t i n g  a concern  f o r  p i e t y  through t h e i r  c h a r i t a b l e  

and p r a y e r  b e q u e s t s ;  pious deeds were not  t h e  s o l e  p rov ince  o f  t h e  more 

p rosperous  t e s t a t o r s .

Another look a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  th o s e  who h ig h ly  va lued  a c t s  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  devo t ion  in  C o lc h e s te r  i s  in  Table  14 ,  in  which th o s e  in  th e  

t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p ious  concern have been d iv ided  by s e x .  Twenty 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  from 1500 to  1529 were women, but  in  

c a t e g o r y  I ,  26% were women. In t h e  w i l l -m ak ing  p o p u la t i o n ,  t h e n ,  women 

as well  as  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  t e s t a t o r s  were p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  m a n i f e s t i n g  a 

g r e a t e r  concern  f o r  t h e  performance  o f  p ious  deeds than were men o r  t h e  

l e s s  w ea l th y .

P o s s i b ly  t h e  posse ss ion  o f  w ea l th  tended to  g ive  some t e s t a t o r s  

a g r e a t e r  sense  o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a l though  c e r t a i n l y  not  in 

a l l  c a s e s .  For example,  we s h a l l  f in d  l a t e r  ( s ee  Table  23) t h a t  21% o f  

t h e  aldermen evidenced l i t t l e  o r  no concern f o r  pious  a c t s .  On th e
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Table 14

C atego r ie s  o f  Pious Concern 
among Men and Women, 1500-1529

Males Females Total

Category I 56 20 76
(% o f  w i l l s  in  I) (74%) (26%) (100%)

Category I I 43 11 54
{% o f  w i l l s  in  I I ) (80%) (20%) (100%)

Category I I I 51 6 57
(% o f  w i l l s  in I I I (89%) (11%) (100%)

T o ta l s 150 37 187
{% o f  t o t a l  w i l l s ) (80%) (20%) (100%)

o t h e r  hand,  50% o f  t h e  a ld e rm e n - -h ig h e r  than  t h e  41% i n  t h e  genera l  

w i l l -m ak ing  p o p u la t i o n — placed g r e a t  v a lu e  on pious deeds .  I f  t h e r e  

was, as  i t  seems, a g r e a t e r  degree  o f  s o c ia l  concern among th o s e  with  

g r e a t e r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  we should  be a b l e  t o  s ee  i t  in  t h e  g iv ing  

o f  alms t o  t h e  poor o r  f o r  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  highways,  a c t s  which seem to  

be l e s s  s e l f - s e r v i n g  than  r e q u e s t s  f o r  p r a y e r s .  As we s h a l l  l a t e r  n o t e ,  

even money f o r  p raye r s  was n o t  j u s t  f o r  o n e s e l f ,  s i n c e  o t h e r s  were 

always in c lu d ed  as  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  th o se  p r a y e r s .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  alms­

g iv ing  showed a primary concern f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  o t h e r s ,  a l though  

t h a t  too  was f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o n e ' s  s o u l .  Table 15 shows th e  compar­

a t i v e  w ea l th  o f  a lm s -g iv e r s  and th o s e  l e a v in g  money f o r  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  

highways,  and we see  t h a t  such g iv ing  by C o lc h e s te r  donors was spread  

th roughou t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  w e a l th .  I f  we compare th e  f i g u r e s  in  c a t e g o ry  

I in Tables  12 and 15 ,  we can see  t h a t  ou t  o f  t h e  20 t e s t a t o r s  i n  th e  

two to p  l e v e l s  o f  w e a l th ,  14 o f  them bequeathed  money to  t h e  poor o r  

f o r  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  highways.  Seventy pe rc e n t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t
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T a b l e  15

Comparat ive Wealth^ and P i e t y  o f  Those 
Giving to  t h e  Poor and f o r  R ep a i r  o f  H i g h w a y s , 2  1500-1529

Comparat ive
Wealth

5d.  o r  l e s s

6d.  -  20d.

2 s .  -  5 s .

6 s .  - 9 s .

10s .  o r  above

Gave in  k in d ,  o r  amount 
not  s t a t e d

T o t a l s

C a t e g o r i e s  o f  Pious Concern

I

2

4

9

6

8

2

I I I I I

31

 ̂ Based on b e q u e s t s  to  t h e  h igh  a l t a r ,  u s in g  G o t t f r i e d ' s  
d i v i s i o n s .  Bury S t .  Edmunds, p.  127.

2
Those who made b e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  po o r ,  p r i s o n e r s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  

and f o r  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  highways.

t e s t a t o r s  who a l s o  had a h igh  r e g a r d  f o r  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  i n c lu d e d  a lm s­

g iv i n g  a n d / o r  money f o r  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  highways among t h e i r  b e q u e s t s .  

Many o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  p i o u s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  had a he ig h te n e d  s e n s e  o f  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  o t h e r s .  A l s o ,  Table  15 i n c i d e n t a l l y  

r e v e a l s  a lm s g iv in g  o r  money f o r  highways as a f a i r l y  good i n d i c a t o r  

o f  a t e s t a t o r ' s  h igh  l e v e l  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  deeds o f  p i e t y ,  s i n c e  89% o f  

t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  who gave to  t h e  poor  o r  f o r  highways were 

p laced  in  t h e  t o p  c a t e g o r y  o f  p ious  c o n c e r n .

Having in  mind t h i s  gene ra l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  C o l c h e s t e r  w i l l s ,  

ranked  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  v a lu e  p laced  on p ious  a c t s  in  them, we s h a l l
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now look  in  d e t a i l  a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  mentioned in  t h e  w i l l s .  

We s h a l l  f in d  t h a t  l a y  people were p la c in g  g r e a t  t r u s t  in each o th e r  

f o r  t h e  im plem enta t ion  o f  pious  deeds and p r a y e r s ,  though w i th in  th e  

c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  church .

S ec t ion  3:

M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  Pious C o n c e r n -  
C h a r i t a b l e  and Prayer Bequests

The goal o f  r e l i g i o u s  d e vo t ion  was to  know and s e rv e  God and ,

f i n a l l y ,  t o  l i v e  w i th  God in  Heaven. However im p e r f e c t l y  t h e  l a t e

medieval  man migh t  a c h i e v e  personal  h o l i n e s s ,  he could n o n e th e le s s

a c q u i r e  m e r i t  th rough  c h a r i t a b l e  d eeds .  Prayers  f o r  o n e ' s  soul a l s o

speeded t h e  p ro g re s s  o f  t h e  soul from P urga to ry  to  Heaven. T he i r s  was

a kind o f  "works s a l v a t i o n , "  and as  J .  A. F. Thomson has s t a t e d ,

"Behind a l l  g iv i n g  in  t h e  Middle Ages l a y  one b as ic  m ot ive ,  t h e  good o f

t h e  d o n o r ' s  s o u l . "  Though e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t ,  Thomson's s ta t em en t

does no t  g ive  t h e  t o t a l  p i c t u r e ,  f o r  c h a r i t y  demanded t h a t  one be aware

o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  o t h e r s .  Even t h e  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  soul a f t e r  death,

which would seem t o  be t h e  most s e l f - s e r v i n g ,  always in c luded  o t h e r s  a s
18

b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h a t  i n t e r c e s s i o n .

To look a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  mentioned in  C o lc h es te r  

w i l l s ,  I have d iv i d e d  t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  and p ray e r  beques ts  i n t o  3 l a r g e  

c a t e g o r i e s :  1) beques ts  to a p a r i s h  ch u rch ,  in c lu d in g  money, l a n d ,  or

goods f o r  ma in tenance  o r  f o r  r e p a i r  o f  t h e  f a b r i c ,  f o r  new b u i l d i n g ,  o r  

f o r  church  f u r n i s h i n g s  (b u t  exc lud ing  th e  a lm os t  u n ive rsa l  beques ts  to 

t h e  high a l t a r  f o r  t i t h e s  f o r g o t t e n  o r  w i t h h e l d ) ;  2) r e q u e s t s  f o r  

p ra y e r s  f o r  t h e  soul in a p a r i s h  chu rch ,  in a r e l i g i o u s  house,  or  by
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Table  17

C h a r i t a b l e  and P rayer Bequests  
in  Three C a te g o r ie s  o f  Pious Concern, 1485-1529

C a te g o r ie s  
o f  Pious 
Concern

Total  
No. o f  
W ill s

Beques ts  to  
P a r i s h  Church!

Prayers  f o r  
t h e  Soul

Other
Benefac t ions

No. o f  
W ill s

% O f
! Total

No. o f  
Wil ls

* o f  
Tota l

No. o f  
Will s

' % O f
Total

I —a
dominant  va lue

89 52 59% 82 92% 43
Î ■■■ - 

48%

I I —o f
modera te  v a lu e

56 23 41% 40 71% 7 13%

I I I —o f 58 6 10% 4 7% 2 3%
minimum va lue

T o ta ls 203 j 81 40% 126 62% 62 26%

Excludes beques ts  to  t h e  high a l t a r  f o r  t i t h e s .

l a i t y ;  3) o t h e r  b e n e f a c t i o n s ,  such as  th o s e  to  t h e  poor and p r i s o n e r s ,  

to  h o s p i t a l s  and r e l i g i o u s  houses ,  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  f o r  r e p a i r  o f  h igh ­

ways and o t h e r  m i sc e l l a n e o u s  c i v i c  b e n e f a c t i o n s .  Many t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  

money o r  goods f o r  s ev e ra l  type s  o f  b e q u e s t s ,  and each one o f  th o s e  

beques ts  has been no te d .  Table 16,  which looks  a t  a l l  t h e  w i l l s  

t o g e t h e r ,  shows t h a t  40% o f  t h e  w i l l s  made beques ts  to  t h e  p a r i s h  

church ,  62% re q u e s te d  p ray e r s  f o r  t h e  s o u l ,  and 22% made o t h e r  bene fac ­

t i o n s .  Again,  we must remember t h a t  many t e s t a t o r s  gave in  more than  

one c a t e g o r y ,  so t h e  p e rce n tag es  may equal  more than  100%. Looking a t  

t h e  w i l l s  from t h e  o p p o s i t e  a n g l e ,  24% o f  t h e  w i l l s  l e f t  no money, 

goods,  o r  land f o r  c h a r i t y  o r  f o r  p r a y e r s ;  p r e d i c t a b l y ,  a lmos t  a l l  o f  

th o s e  t e s t a t o r s  come from our  c a t e g o r y  I I I —th o s e  having l i t t l e  r ega rd  

fo r  p i e t y .
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A look a t  Table 1 7 , which shows th e  beques ts  in  each o f  our  3 

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h e  va lue  placed on p i e t y , r e v e a l s  t h a t  ca t e g o ry  I h a s ,  

p r e d i c t a b l y ,  t h e  h ig h e s t  pe rce n tage  o f  t e s t a t o r s  g iv ing  to  th e  p a r i s h  

church  (59%), f o r  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  soul (92%), and f o r  o t h e r  benefac­

t i o n s  (48%). In c a t e g o r y  I I ,  a l l  g iv in g  was down, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  

f o r  o t h e r  b e n e f a c t i o n s ,  which l a r g e l y  inc luded  alms fo r  t h e  poor.  Giv­

ing  in a l l  a r e a s  was 10% o r  below f o r  th o s e  people  in  c a t e g o ry  I I I ,  

th o s e  with  l i t t l e  reg a rd  f o r  th e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y .

S ec t io n  3A: Bequests  to  a P a r i s h  Church

Giving t o  t h e  p a r i s h  church was encouraged ;  a p ray e r  inc luded  

in  t h e  York Manual r e a d :  "We sa l  pray  a l s o  s p ec ia l  y f o r  a l l  |>ase pat

g i f e s  o r  sends o r  in  t e s tm e n t  wytes any gode in mayntenyng o f  p i s  

k i rk  o r  k i rkw arke . "  Beques ts  in  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  revea l  s u b s t a n t i a l  

l o y a l t y  to  t h e  p a r i s h  chu rch ,  with  40%, o r  81 o f  a l l  t h e  w i l l s ,  con­

t r i b u t i n g  something to  t h e  p a r i s h  church beyond th e  usual  o f f e r i n g  to  

t h e  high a l t a r .  When th o s e  81 beques t s  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  church a r e  exam­

in e d ,  a lmos t  h a l f  (38 w i l l s )  c o n t r i b u t e d  toward th e  f a b r i c  o f  th e  

ch u rch ,  sometimes toward new b u i l d in g  but  more commonly toward i t s  

r e p a i r .  The b u i ld in g  i t s e l f ,  t h e n ,  was im por tan t  to  them, and as we 

noted e a r l i e r  most o f  t h e  p a r i s h  churches  in  C o lc h e s te r  were engaged in 

some r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e i r  f a b r i c  in  th e  l a t e  15th and e a r l y  16th c e n t u ­

r i e s .  The a d d i t i o n s  and r e b u i l d i n g  were q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e  in  t h e  two 

r i c h e r  p a r i s h e s  o f  S t .  James and S t .  Leonard,  and th o s e  two b u i ld in g s  

remain t h e  f i n e s t  examples o f  medieval  churches  in C o lc h e s te r  today .  

Concern f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  was not  un ique t o  C o lc h e s t e r ,  however; W. G.
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Hoskins wri tes , :  "There was a t remendous r e su rgence  o f  p a r i s h  church

b u i l d in g  (more s t r i c t l y ,  r e b u i l d i n g )  from t h e  1480s onwards,  l a s t i n g

f o r  two g e n e r a t i o n s  o r  so  u n t i l  abou t  1540,  a per iod  which r i v a l l e d  the

g r e a t  wave o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  b u i l d in g  o f  t h e  t w e l f t h  to  f o u r t e e n t h  
19

c e n t u r i e s . "  I t  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  t h a t  many t e s t a t o r s  would be con­

cerned  abou t  t h e  church b u i l d in g  i t s e l f ,  s i n c e  some major  e ven t s  in  

t h e i r  l i v e s  took  p la ce  in t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rc h ,  and i t  was t h e r e  o r  in  th e  

churchyard  where so many C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  (89%) asked to  be b u r i e d .

More than  t h e  church  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f ,  though ,  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g s  

a roused  t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s ;  G. H. Mar t in p r e d i c a t e s  t h a t  

the  townspeople  f u r n i s h e d  t h e i r  churches  "as th e y  might  f u r n i s h  t h e i r  

own p r i z e d  p r o p e r t i e s , "  which seemed to  be t r u e  o f  Thomas Barker  when 

he l e f t  k3 5 s .  8d. t o  h i s  p a r i s h  church f o r  "a sh ip e  o f  s i l v e r  and g i l t  

t o  pu t  in  f r a n k e n c e n s e . "  The s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  Will iam Wheler i s  e v id e n t  

in  h i s  g i f t  t o  S t .  James ' Church o f  "a c o v e r l e t  w ith  b i r d s  and f low ers"  

t o  be l a i d  on a s t o o l , a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s e a t  f o r  women who were being 

p u r i f i e d  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a c h i l d .  Margaret  B a y ly ' s  l o y a l t y  to  her  

p a r i s h  church  was m a n i fe s ted  in  her  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  her  ex e c u to r s  to  have 

made f o r  t h e  use o f  t h e  church  a c l o t h  o f  s i l k  w i th  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  All 

S a i n t s '  Church on i t . ^ ®

In h i s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  14 th  c e n t u r y ,  B. L. Manning has w r i t t e n  t h a t  

t h e  h o l i n e s s  o f  a church  l a y  in  t h e  "holy  t h i n g s  which i t  c o n t a i n e d , "  

in  " c e r t a i n  o b j e c t s  used in p r a y e r , "  and i n  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  th e  

r o o d l o f t s  and s t a t u e s  o f  Mary and t h e  s a i n t s  evoked t h e  v e n e r a t i o n  o f  a 

number o f  t e s t a t o r s .  The r o o d l o f t ,  a kind o f  g a l l e r y  o ve r  th e  screen  

a t  t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  o f  t h e  nave and t h e  c h a n c e l ,  c o n ta in e d  t h e  rood o r  

c r u c i f i x  f o r  th e  peop le  to  gaze upon.  Several  t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money fo r
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t h e  g i l d i n g  o f  t h e  r o o d l o f t  in  t h e i r  p a r i s h  church ,  bu t  Nicholas  Cle re 

l e f t  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  r o o d l o f t  in S t .  James '  Church, when he pro­

v i s i o n a l l y  l e f t  t2 0  " to  be s p e n t  on making o r  mending a c r u c i f i x ,  

c a l l e d  ' l e  Roode, '  w i th  Mary and John,  t o  s t a n d  over  t h e  r o o d - l o f t  . . . 

i n  t h e  p la c e  where t h e  Rood, w ith  Mary and John ,  now s t a n d s .

S t a t u e s  were im por tan t  to  t h e  t e s t a t o r s ;  some asked t o  be bu r ied  be fo re  

c e r t a i n  images and o t h e r s  l e f t  money f o r  th e  mending o f  s t a t u e s  or  fo r  

l i g h t s  t o  be p laced  b e fo re  them. Each p a r i s h  church was supposed to  

have in  t h e  chancel  t h e  image o f  t h e  s a i n t  t o  whom t h e  church  was d e d i ­

c a t e d ,  and John Elys wanted t o  be bu r ied  b e fo re  t h e  image o f  S t .  James 

i n  S t .  James ' Church.  Churches obv io u s ly  had o t h e r  s t a t u e s ,  t o o :  John

Leveson bequea thed 5 marks f o r  t h e  "new dyghting"  o f  S t .  Paul in  S t .  

L eona rd ' s  Church,  Margare t  Thorne l e f t  "my b e s t  beads o f  j e t "  f o r  t h e  

adornment o f  t h e  image o f  Our Lady in  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  and A l ic e  Goddiscok 

l e f t  a sheep in 1523 f o r  t h e  founding o f  a l i g h t  b e fo re  t h e  image o f  

Our Ble ssed  Lady. Bequests  f o r  v o t i v e  l i g h t s ,  what Norman Tanner c a l l s  

t h e  more s u p e r s t i t i o u s  form o f  devo t ion  to  s a i n t s ,  were many fewer in 

C o lc h e s t e r  than  in Norwich. Tanner t e l l s  us t h a t  a lm os t  one in two o f  

t h e  l a y  t e s t a t o r s  in  Norwich between 1518 and 1532 l e f t  beq u es t s  f o r

l i g h t s .  In t h e  same per iod  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  o n ly  4 ou t  o f  62 t e s t a t o r s
22made such b e q u e s t s .

A few t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money t o  t h e  p a r i s h  church f o r  books which 

would a i d  in  t h e  w orsh ip ,  w i th  t h e  a n t ip h o n a ry  being mentioned most 

o f t e n .  H. B. Swete informs us t h a t  th e  a n t ip h o n a r y ,  connec ted  with  

t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  th e  Hours,  c o n ta in e d  t h e  a n t ip h o n s  t o  t h e  Psalms which 

were r e c i t e d  be fo re  a Psalm and r e p e a te d  a t  t h e  end.  Other r e s p o n s e s ,  

hymns, and musical  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  o f f i c e s  were o f t e n  added,  so t h e
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a n t ip h o n a ry  could  be q u i t e  a l a r g e  book and was t h e r e f o r e  r a t h e r  c o s t l y

f o r  a p a r i s h  church ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  wealthy  Thomas Cri s tm as  d i r e c t e d

t h a t  two a n t i p h o n a r i e s  be bought f o r  S t .  James '  Church,  i f  they  did  not
23choose new ves tm ents  i n s t e a d .

S ec t io n  3B: Response to  P u rga to ry—
Bequests  f o r  P rayers  f o r  t h e  Soul

Bequests  to  t h e  p a r i s h  church did  not  evoke th e  enthusiasm o f  the 

t e s t a t o r s  so much as d id  t h e  p ro v i s io n  f o r  p ray e r s  f o r  t h e  so u ls  o f  t h e  

dead .  Gal pern has remarked t h a t  l a t e  medieval C h r i s t i a n i t y  was in large 

p a r t  "a c u l t  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  in  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  dead . "  W. K. Jordan 

found t h a t  in t h e  pre -Reform ation  y e a r s ,  more than  a f o u r t h  o f  a l l  

c h a r i t a b l e  w ea l th  was d isposed  f o r  p r a y e r s ,  f a r  more than  th e  amount 

spen t  f o r  any o t h e r  s i n g l e  c h a r i t a b l e  u se .  In t h e  pre -Reform ation  Col­

c h e s t e r  w i l l s ,  62% made p ro v i s io n  f o r  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  s o u ls  o f  t h e  dead, 

and in  th o s e  w i l l s  which h igh ly  va lued p ious  a c t s ,  92% re q u es te d  such 

s u p p l i c a t o r y  p r a y e r s  ( see  Tables  16 and 1 7 ) .  In Norwich,  t o o ,  more 

money was l e f t  f o r  masses and p ra y e r s  than  f o r  any o t h e r  type  o f  be­

q u e s t .  Tanner found t h a t  a f t e r  1489, two in  f i v e  Norwich t e s t a t o r s  

l e f t  a t  l e a s t  k5 f o r  masses and p r a y e r s .  Here ag a in  Norwich t e s t a t o r s  

proved themselves  to  be more a t t a c h e d  to  conven t iona l  p ious  a c t s  than  

were th e  t e s t a t o r s  in  C o lc h e s t e r ,  where o n ly  22% (45 o u t  o f  203 w i l l s )  

l e f t  a t  l e a s t  k5 f o r  p r a y e r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  (126) who wanted p raye r s  was s i g n i f i c a n t . ^ *

Medieval men and women be l i e v e d  t h a t  even th e  person who d ied  in 

a s t a t e  o f  g race  was no t  y e t  pure enough to  en joy t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  Heaven 

and so must be purged by th e  s u f f e r i n g s  in  t h e  in t e r m e d i a t e  s t a t e
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c a l l e d  P u rga to ry .  HappiVy, t h e  pa ins  o f  Purga tory  could be l e s s e n e d

and shor tened  by good works and by th e  p raye rs  o f  o t h e r s ,  a b e l i e f

which e x p la in s  t h e  zea l  and m e t icu lo u sn ess  with  which many d i r e c t e d  the

g iv ing  o f  alms and th e  kinds o f  p ray e r s  which were t o  be o f f e r e d  f o r

t h e i r  soul a f t e r  d e a t h .  The r e a l i t y  o f  Purga to ry  and th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s

f o r  i t s  m i t i g a t i o n  were made v e ry  c l e a r  to  t h e  peop le  in  such t e ach in g

as  t h a t  in  th e  sermon fo r  All S o u ls '  Day given in John M irk 's  F e s t i a l :

Good men and women . . . .  on Sowlemasse-day, holy  chyrch  makyth 
mynd, and syngy th ,  and r ed y th e  g e n e ra ly  f o r  a l l  f)e sowles pa t  ben 
yn p u rg a to ry ,  havyng f u l l  bel eue f o r t o  r e l e s c h  hom o f  hor payne,  
o t h y r  yn p a r t e ,  o t h y r  yn a l l . Wherfor ych c r y s t e n  man and woman 
s c h a l l  a s  pys day he lpe  pe sowles pa t  ben yn payne ,  f o r  soo pay 
mown and pay w o l l ;  f o r  pe l e s t  p ra y e r  p a t  ys made f o r  hom dothe 
hom e s e .  So pagh a man say  but  pus:  'God haue mercy on a l l
c r y s t e n  so w le s ! '  so pa t  he p a t  s ay th  pus ,  be yn c h a r y t e  and out  
o f  ded ly  synne.  Then s chu l l  ; e  know wele p a t  pre pynges helpen 
s o u le s  most o u t  o f  penance ,  p a t  y s : devot  prayng,  a lmes-zeuyng ,
and masse-syngyng.25

I f  t h e  pa ins  o f  P urga to ry  sound h a r s h ,  we must remember t h a t  the  church 

t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  to rm ents  and t o r t u r e s  o f  Hell were even g r e a t e r  and 

were e v e r l a s t i n g ,  no doubt  behooving th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o  endure Purga­

t o r y  in  o r d e r  to  avo id  t h e  f a t e  o f  H e l l ,  i f  p o s s i b l e .

(1 ) Prayers  on Bur ia l  Day

The church t a u g h t  t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  l a s t  moments o f  l i f e  and 

had a l s o  developed a s e r i e s  o f  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  fune ra l  o f  t h e  dead.  

F i r s t  came t h e  ves p e r s  s e r v i c e ,  s a id  t h e  evening be fo re  t h e  day o f  th e  

funera l  and commonly c a l l e d  "P laceb o , "  s in c e  i t  began w i th  t h e  antiphon,
pc

"Placebo Domino in  r eg io n e  vivorum." The next  s e r v i c e ,  known as
27

m a t in s  o r  " d i r i g e , "  was t h e o r e t i c a l l y  held s h o r t l y  a f t e r  midnight  but 

in  p r a c t i c e  was u s u a l l y  much l a t e r  in  t h e  morning so t h a t  i t  only



225

s l i g h t l y  preceded th e  f i n a l  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  Mass f o r  t h e  Dead. The Mass 

was a solemn and d i g n i f i e d  s e r v i c e ,  l e n t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  

a fu n e ra l  was one o f  t h e  r a r e  o c c a s io n s  upon which a p r i e s t  was p e r m i t ­

t e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  tw ice  in  one day.  Nothing was s a id  in  any o f  the  

w i l l s  about  t h e  c o s t ,  i f  a n y , o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  b u r i a l  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  dead 

in  o n e ' s  own p a r i s h  c h u rch ,  but  when Robert  Hervy in  1488 d e s ig n a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  s e rv in g  t h e  cu re  in  every  p a r i s h  church in  C o lc h e s te r  

say "p lacebo  and d i r i g e  and mass o f  requiem" f o r  h i s  s o u l ,  each church 

was t o  r e c e i v e  3 s ,  4d.^®

D e s c r ip t i o n s  o f  t h e  f u n e r a l s  o f  s ev e ra l  wea lthy  people s u r v i v e ,  

and they  were o f t e n  q u i t e  l a v i s h  and c o s t l y ,  w ith  many p r i e s t s  in  a t ­

te ndance  as well as  a number o f  poor mourners pa id  t o  a t t e n d ,  d re s s e d
2 Q

in  new c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  Much l e s s  i s  known about  th e  

f u n e r a l s  o f  o r d i n a r y  peop le ;  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  gave very  l i t t l e  in fo rm a­

t i o n  about  f u n e r a l s ,  so t h e  form was p robably  f a i r l y  s t a n d a r d ,  w i th  now 

and then  th e  more p rosperous  adding  to uches  a s  they  were a b l e .  For 

example,  t h r e e  women in  C o lc h e s te r  l e f t  money f o r  fou r  men o r  p r i e s t s  

t o  bea r  t h e i r  bodies to  t h e  c h u rch .  As might  be e x p e c te d ,  wealthy  

Thomas Cr is tmas  l e f t  a f l u r r y  o f  a c t i v i t y  behind with  h is  klOO to  be 

spen t  on h is  b u r ia l  day and dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  30 days t h e r e a f t e r ;  bu t  

h is  d i r e c t i o n s  were r a t h e r  genera l  : " f o r  d i r i g e s  and masses o f  requiem

and o t h e r  deeds o f  c h a r i t y . "  He was more s p e c i f i c  about  want ing th e  

parson  o f  every  C o lc h e s te r  p a r i s h  church  in  a t t e n d a n c e  " a t  my b u r i a l , "  

paying each 3s .  4d. " to  t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  a f t e r  my b u r i a l  th e y  s h a l l  say 

d i r i g e  and mass f o r  my soul a t  t h e i r  own p a r i s h  c h u r c h . C a r p e n t e r  

Robert  P rynche t ,  w i th  h i s  6 s .  8d .  r e q u e s te d  on ly  " t h a t  t h e r e  be be­

stowed in t h e  s a id  church  t h e  day o f  my b u r i a l  f o r  t h e  w ealth  o f  my



226

s o u l , "  but  P e te r  Franke was e x p l i c i t  in  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  e x t r a  masses ,

want ing "5 masses o f  t h e  5 wounds f o r  my s o u l " on th e  day o f  b u r i a l .

All o f  th e  p r i e s t s  in  C o lc h e s te r  must  have been employed i f  P e te r

Borow's s t i p u l a t i o n s  were fo l l o w e d ;  Borow d e s i r e d  " t h a t  a t  t h e  day o f

my burying t h e r e  be sung and s a id  a t r e n t a l  o f  masses f o r  my soul in

th e  church  o f  S t .  N icholas  i f  t h e r e  can so many p r i e s t s  c o n v e n ie n t ly
31g o t t e n  o r  to  be done immediately  a f t e r . "  Some o f  t h e  more prosperous  

t e s t a t o r s  a l s o  l e f t  money to  be given to  t h e  poor on th e  day o f  t h e i r

b u r i a l ,  bu t  C o lc h e s t e r  seems not  to  have had t h e  custom o f  f e a s t i n g
32a f t e r  f u n e r a l s  e x ce p t  perhaps in  t h e  co u n t ry  p a r i s h e s .  Robert  

G o t t f r i e d  has found ev idence  t h a t  some f u n e r a l s  in  Bury S t .  Edmunds 

were q u i t e  e l a b o r a t e  w ith  f e a s t i n g  and new c l o t h e s  f o r  th o s e  in  a t t e n d ­

a n c e ,  which makes one wonder i f  L o l l a rd y  in  C o lc h e s t e r  had perhaps  had

a modera t ing  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  l a v i s h n e s s  o f  f u n e r a l s ,  s i n c e  an e a r l y
33mark o f  L o l l a rd y  was a r e s i s t a n c e  to  fune ra l  pomp.

(2)  Obi ts  and Other  P rayers  f o r  t h e  Soul

Enthusiasm was not  l a c k in g  in  the  beques ts  f o r  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  

soul o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r  beyond th o s e  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l , i n  t h e  hopes o f  secur­

ing a quick  passage  from P u rga to ry  t o  Heaven. A l ic e  P i g g i s l e y ' s  con­

c e rn  was e v id e n t  in  her  c a r e f u l  r e q u e s t  t h a t  " t h e r e  be sung f o r  me and 

my f r i e n d s  s i x  masses o f  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  f i v e  masses o f  t h e  holy

c r o s s  and t h i r t y  masses f o r  a t r e n t a l  as  soon a f t e r  my bury ing  as i t
34may c o n v e n i e n t l y  be done ."  Though h a s t e  in  say ing  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  

dead was not  always a c h i e v e d ,  such p ra y e r s  g e n e r a l l y  seem to  have 

been taken  s e r i o u s l y .  In a com pl ica ted  c a s e  o f  d e b t  which came before
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t h e  borough c o u r t  on January  11 ,  1518,  t h e  b a i l i f f s  in making th e  s e t ­

t l e m e n t  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  person  winning t h e  c a s e  must "d ispose  f o r  

t h e  sou l"  o f  t h e  dead p r i e s t  whose goods were t h e  o r i g i n a l  source  o f  

c o n f l i c t .  In t h e  same c o u r t  r o l l ,  a deed was reco rded  in  which th e  

w i l l  (no longe r  e x t a n t )  o f  John Downe, da ted  February 6 ,  1504,  was men­

t i o n e d .  The w i l l  had s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  i f  h is  son t h e  h e i r  d i e d ,  Downe's 

tenement was to  be so ld  and t h e  money used f o r  a c h a p l a in  to  c e l e b r a t e

masses f o r  t h e  so u ls  o f  Downe and h i s  w i f e .  T h i r t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h a t
35r e q u e s t  f o r  p ray e r s  was honored.

Some o f  t h e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  p r a y e r s  were r a t h e r  vague ,  such as  t h a t  

in  William C le r k e ' s  b r i e f  w i l l  i n  1529,  " to  th e  high a l t a r  o f  the  sa id  

S t .  Nicholas  f o r  my t i t h e s  and t o  be prayed f o r . "  A few l e f t  money to  

a s p e c i f i c  c l e r i c  f o r  p r a y e r s ,  bu t  most t e s t a t o r s  were q u i t e  c e r t a i n  o f  

t h e  type  o f  p raye r s  which th e y  wanted f o r  t h e  money t h a t  th e y  had.  Out 

o f  t h e  203 C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s .  111 o f  them r e q u e s te d  p r a y e r s  in  a p a r i s h  

ch u rch ,  w i th  t h e  o b i t  in 43 w i l l s ,  21% o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  being th e  most 

commonly d es ig n a ted  form o f  p r a y e r .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  J .  A. F. Thomson 

found th e  same pe rce n tage  o f  w i l l s  r e q u e s t i n g  o b i t s  in  London, where 

o b i t s  had gained in  p o p u l a r i t y  in  t h e  15 th  cen tu ry .^®  The o b i t  gen e r ­

a l l y  was t h e  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  dead held  on t h e  y e a r l y  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  th e  

dea th  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r ,  a l th o u g h  some a l s o  had a "month-mind" on th e  

t h i r t i e t h  day a f t e r  t h e  decease  o r  b u r i a l ,  and Robert  RoHewood went 

even f u r t h e r :  "On t h e  day o f  b u r i a l  and on t h e  seven th  day and on th e

t h i r t i e t h  day and a t  y e a r t i d e  my w i fe  t o  do f o r  me as  I would do fo r  

her  i f  she were in  l i k e  c a s e . "  For th e  month day,  t h e  usual  p r a c t i c e  

seems t o  have been t o  make i t  much l i k e  t h e  b u r i a l  day ,  spending as  

much or  a lmost  as  much as was s pen t  on th e  day o f  b u r i a l ,  Adam Norman
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l e f t  20s .  f o r  each o f  th o s e  day s ,  and Robert  Nor thern  l e f t  t 6  f o r  h is  

b u r i a l  day and k5 f o r  h i s  month day .^^

The f r e q u e n t l y  r e q u e s te d  y e a r l y  o b i t  had t h e  advan tage  o f  being 

a f f o r d a b l e  to  many p eop le ,  s i n c e  i t  cou ld  be e l a b o r a t e  o r  s p a r t a n ,  as  

r e s o u rc e s  r e q u i r e d ;  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  many o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  o b i t s  were 

ve ry  d e t a i l e d .  John Ver tue d i r e c t e d  t h a t  an o b i t  be kept  f o r  20 y e a r s ,  

us ing  th e  r e n t  from h i s  houses and l a n d s  a t  Mi le nd  to  pay 20s .  y e a r l y  

f o r  the  o b i t ,  r a t h e r  more than  t h e  usual  e x p e n d i tu r e  f o r  an o b i t ,  which 

was normal ly  from 3 s .  4d.  t o  6 s .  8d .  At t h e  o t h e r  ex t rem e .  Widow 

K ather ine  Ruffu l l  l e f t  t h e  amount spen t  on V e r t u e ' s  o b i t  a n n u a l l y ,  2 0 s . ,  

t o  be spread o u t  f o r  an o b i t  f o r  12 y e a r s ,  which meant t h a t  each o b i t  

f o r  R uf fu l l  c o s t  o n ly  20d.  O f te n ,  a s  in  V e r t u e ' s  c a s e ,  a p ie c e  o f  land 

such as  a meadow o r  a grove was g iven  f o r  t h e  o b i t ,  w ith  t h e  plan  t h a t  

t h e  r e n t a l  from t h a t  land  would be used t o  pay f o r  t h e  o b i t .  Margare t

Aleyn even d i r e c t e d  t h a t  k20 be used " f o r  t h e  pu rchase  o f  f r e e  l a n d s  so

t h a t  with  t h e  p r o f i t s  my o b i t  and deeds o f  c h a r i t y  t o  poor f o l k s  s h a l l  

be done and kept  y e a r l y . "  Those in  t h e  c o u n t ry  p a r i s h e s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  

l e f t  farm an imals  which were then  r e n t e d  o u t  f o r  a f e e ,  which pa id  f o r  

t h e  o b i t ;  Will iam Pylgryme o f  Lexden bequeathed  "two k in e  p r i c e  2 0 s . , "  

and John Camoke l e f t  2 cows and 8 sheep .  Following a r e  Camoke's d i r e c ­

t i o n s ,  a good example o f  t h e  c a r e f u l  d e t a i l  which went i n t o  many o f  th e  

r e q u e s t s  f o r  p r a y e r s :

I bequea th to  t h e  church  o f  S t .  G i l e s  f o r  to  keep an o b i t  y e a r l y  
dur ing  t h e  world in t h e  week a f o r e  t h e  P u r i f i c a t i o n  Our Lady f o r  my 
s o u l ,  my w i f e ' s  s o u l ,  and a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s  and f o r  t o  be prayed 
f o r  in t h e  b e a d ro l l  2 kine  p r i c e  2 0 s . ,  8 ewe sheep p r i c e  10s .  t o  be
a t  t h e  l e t t i n g  or  keeping o f  t h e  churchwardens w i th i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f
S t .  G i le s  and my o b i t  t o  be kep t  under t h i s  manner and form. The 
c u r a t e  t o  have f o r  beadro l l  1 2 d . ,  d i r i g e  and l i g h t  l O d . ,  t h e  c l e r k  
f o r  t h e  knel l  r i n g i n g  and d i r i g e  6 d . ,  t h e  sex ton  f o r  t h e  h e r s e  2 d . ,  
t h e  churchwardens f o r  my mass penny and f o r  t h e i r  l a b o r  t o  s ee  t h i s  
mine o b i t  kept  9d.  The r e s i d u e  o f  th e  p r o f i t s  o f  my o b i t  l e f t  t o
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3 8go t o  t h e  r e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  chu rch .

Added up,  Camoke's o b i t  was t o  c o s t  3s .  3d. a n n u a l ly .

Accompanying th e  say ing  o r  s in g in g  o f  masses a t  o b i t s  were 

l i g h t s  and r i n g i n g  o f  b e l l s ,  i f  one could  a f f o r d  i t .  Robert  Herde,  

shoemaker,  p lann ing  an o b i t  f o r  12 y e a r s  a t  3 s .  4d.  eac h ,  r e q u i r e d  " the  

s a id  parson to  f in d  my h e r s e  and l i g h t  to  t h e  same y e a r l y  to  burn both 

a t  d i r i g e  and m ass . "  The "h e r s e"  was a framework whereupon l i g h t e d  

c a n d le s  were p laced  a t  f u n e r a l s  and o b i t s .  A number paid  from 6d.  to  

8d.  f o r  t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  a b e l l  a t  t h e i r  o b i t ,  b u t  Robert  Everard g ives  

us a c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  o f  what was in v o l v e d ,  in  h i s  payment o f  8d.  to  t h e  

sexton  f o r  l i g h t s  and f o r  a knel l  w i th  one b e l l  f o r  2 hours a f t e r  the  

d i r i g e  and mass .  William Wheler a l s o  r e q u e s te d  a peal  on t h e  day a f t e r  

h is  mass and l e f t  2d.  f o r  t h e  be l l-man  o f  th e  town to  go about  t h e  town 

with  h i s  be l l  " to  cause  t h e  people to  pray  f o r  my s o u l . " ^ ^

Several  t e s t a t o r s  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  f o r  t h e i r  o b i t ,  

whereas o t h e r s  wanted t h e i r  o b i t  to  go on f o r e v e r ;  n o t a b l y ,  Camoke's 

phrase  "dur ing  th e  world" has a un iq u e ,  c o n f i d e n t  charm about  i t .  Of 

th o s e  who d e s ig n a t ed  t h e  number o f  y e a r s ,  John B arde fe ld  was the  most 

o p t i m i s t i c ,  r e q u e s t i n g  an o b i t  f o r  100 y e a r s ,  u s ing  t h e  6 s .  r e n t a l  from 

a c e r t a i n  f i e l d .  His e x t r a  r e s o u r c e s  a l lowed  him t o  have a t  h i s  o b i t

3 e x t r a  p r i e s t s  a t  4d.  each and even 5 c h i l d r e n  a t  I d .  each .  John

Haslyngham's o b i t  was o n ly  f o r  5 y e a r s ,  bu t  he had some o t h e r  masses 

s a id  du r ing  th o s e  5 y e a r s ,  whereas t h e  seven y e a r s  a t  4 s .  each requested 

by John C urs tover  was p robably  a l l  t h a t  a baker w i th  minor c h i l d r e n  

could  a f f o r d .  Not a l l  t e s t a t o r s  wanted t h e i r  annual  o b i t  to  be on the  

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e i r  dea th  o r  b u r i a l ;  t h r e e  men r e q u e s te d  t h a t  t h e i r  

o b i t s  be kept  on t h e  f i r s t  Monday in  Len t ,  w ith  Will iam Wheler s p e c i f y -
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ing t h a t  a "p lacebo and d i r i g e "  be s a i d  on t h e  f i r s t  Sunday in  Lent 

" a f o r e  evensong" and on th e  Monday "a mass o f  requiem f o r  my s o u l . " * °  

Some o f  t h e  payments f o r  o b i t s  inc luded  th e  p ro v i s io n  f o r  p l a c ­

ing  th e  names o f  t h e  dead on t h e  p a r i s h  b e a d r o l l ,  bu t  com p a ra t iv e ly  few 

w i l l s ,  on ly  12,  made payment f o r  p la c in g  names on th e  bead ro l l  a l o n e .

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  o n e ' s  o f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  high a l t a r  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

p laced  o n e ' s  name on th e  b ead ro l l  a t  d e a t h ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a t im e .  Every 

Sunday a t  mass t h e r e  was t h e  Bidding P ra y e r ,  o r  Bidding o f  t h e  Bedes, 

which was s a id  in  Engl ish  b e fo re  t h e  sermon.  There was no f i x e d  form, 

but  g e n e r a l l y  p ra y e r s  were f i r s t  asked f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  

th e n  f o r  t h e  k in g ,  h i s  government and p e o p le ,  f o r  t h e  s i c k  and whole,  

and l a s t l y  f o r  t h e  dead .  Here,  from th e  York Manual . i s  t h e  sugges ted  

p ra y e r  f o r  t h e  dead:

Ye s h a l l  make a s p e c ia l  p raye r  f o r  your f a t h e r s '  s o u ls  and f o r  your 
m o th e r s '  s o u l s ,  g o d f a t h e r s '  s o u l s  and godmothers '  s o u l s ,  b r o t h e r s '  
s o u l s  and s i s t e r s '  s o u l s ,  and f o r  a l l  your  e l d e r s '  s o u l s ,  and f o r  
a l l  t h e  s o u ls  t h a t  you and I be bound to  pray  f o r ,  and s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  a l l  t h e  s o u l s  whose bones a r e  b u r i e d  in  t h i s  church  o r  in  t h i s  
churchyard  o r  in  any o t h e r  holy  p l a c e ;  and in  e s p ec ia l  f o r  a l l  t h e  
s o u l s  t h a t  b ide  t h e  g r e a t  mercy o f  Almighty God in t h e  b i t t e r  pa ins  
o f  P u rg a to ry ,  t h a t  God f o r  His g r e a t  mercy r e l e a s e  them o f  t h e i r  
pa in  i f  i t  be His b le s s e d  w i l l .  And t h a t  o u r  p raye r s  may somewhat 
s tand  them in  s t e a d ,  eve ry  man and woman o f  your  ch u rc h ,  help them 
w i th  a P a t e r  n o s t e r  and an Ave M a r ia .41

Along with  t h e  p r a y e r ,  t h e  b e a d ro l l  which co n ta in e d  th e  names o f  th e  

dead was r e a d ,  w ith  commendation o f  them to  t h e  p raye r s  o f  t h e  cong re ­

g a t i o n .  The r ead ing  o f  t h e  names eve ry  Sunday must have had a s t r i k i n g  

e f f e c t ,  touch ing  th e  memories o f  most o f  t h o s e  in  a t t e n d a n c e  and r e ­

minding them o f  t h e  p r ev a len ce  and s u ren es s  o f  d e a t h .  Of th o s e  making 

payment f o r  p la c in g  names on t h e  b e a d r o l l ,  P e t e r  Borow and William 

Wheler each  bequea thed 2 s .  to  be pa id  t o  t h e i r  p a r i s h  church  y e a r l y  f o r  

i n c l u s i o n  on th e  b e a d r o l l .  Will iam Breton l e f t  4 s .  y e a r l y ,  but  he
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Table  18

Prayers  f o r  t h e  Dead in  t h e  P a r i s h  Church

Total Total Types o f  P ravers
No.
o f

W ill s

Requests
f o r

Prayers

Extra
Prayers

a t
Burial

Stipen* 
d i a r y  

P r i e s t
[ r e n ­
t a l s

Obits Bead-
r o l l

Suilds Chan­
t r i e s

"a
P r i e s t "

1-485-99 16 14 4 5 - 7 3 3 2 3

1500-9 81 42 3 14 9 11 4 11 1 10

151 0-19 64 35 6 12 8 16 4 7 - 9

1520-29 42 20 4 9 4 9 1 5 _ 5

To ta l s 203 111 17 40 21 43 12 26 3 27
(% o f  Î 
t o t a l ) i

(100%) (55%) (8%) (20%) (10%) (21%)| (6%)
1
i

(13%) (1%)| (13%)

wanted t h e  names o f  s ev e ra l  r e l a t i v e s  in c luded  on t h e  r o l l .  Agnes 

Bownde a p p a r e n t l y  th ough t  t h e  b e a d r o l l s  t o  be e f f i c a c i o u s ,  s i n c e  she 

r e q u es te d  t h a t  her  name and t h a t  o f  her  husband be p laced  on t h e  bead- 

r o l l  o f  every  p a r i s h  church in  town f o r  7 y e a r s .

I f  a t e s t a t o r  wanted more immediate r e s u l t s  than  an o b i t  o r  

bead ro l l  might  g ive  and y e t  d id  no t  have enough money t o  h i r e  a p r i e s t  

to  pray  f o r  a l e n g th y  t im e ,  f o r  10s .  he could  d i r e c t  t h a t  a t r e n t a l  , o r  

30 masses ,  be s a id  o r  sung fo r  h i s  soul in  a p a r i s h  church .  A common 

o r d e r  was t h a t  th e  t r e n t a l  be sung,  in  John G led e ' s  words ,  "as s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  my d e p a r t i n g  as  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  be done, "  bu t  John Thurske,  

o b v io u s ly  concerned f o r  h i s  widow's m a in tenance ,  asked f o r  a t r e n t a l  o f  

masses "where t h a t  i t  may soones t  be s p a r e d . "  Some t e s t a t o r s ,  a b l e  to  

a f f o r d  more than one t r e n t a l ,  commanded t h a t  t h e  t r e n t a l s  be spread  out .  

Alderman George Aleyn r e q u e s te d  t h a t  a t r e n t a l  be sung every  q u a r t e r  o f
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th e  y e a r  f o r  5 y e a r s ,  and P e t e r  Borow, who had asked f o r  a t r e n t a l  o f

masses on h i s  b u r i a l  day and on h i s  month day ,  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  3 o t h e r

t r e n t a l s  be sung by "an hones t  p r i e s t "  w i th in  a y e a r  a f t e r  h i s  d e c e a s e ,

paying 4d.  per  mass,  which added up to  t h e  usual r a t e  o f  10s .  per  
43

t r e n t a l .  With p r i e s t s  normal ly  pe rm i t t e d  t o  s in g  o r  say  on ly  one 

mass a day ,  a l a r g e  number o f  p r i e s t s  would have had t o  be h i r e d  f o r  

Borow's t r e n t a l s  sung a t  b u r i a l  and on t h e  month day ,  but  to  h i r e  only  

one p r i e s t  f o r  t h e  remaining 3 t r e n t a l s  a s su red  t h a t  t h e  p ra y e r s  would 

be sp read  o u t .

(3)  S t i p e n d i a r y  and Pe rpe tua l  C han t r ie s

Another favored  ty p e  o f  p ra y e r  in  p a r i s h  churches  was t h e  h i r i n g  

o f  a s t i p e n d i a r y  p r i e s t  f o r  a s e t  p e r io d  o f  t i m e ,  most commonly f o r  1 

y e a r .  On Table  18 we can see  t h a t  40 t e s t a t o r s ,  o r  20% o f  a l l  Col­

c h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  from 1485 t o  1529,  a r r an g ed  f o r  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  a 

p r i e s t  to  s ing  d a i l y  masses in  a p a r i s h  chu rch ,  making t h a t  method o f  

p ray ing  f o r  th e  dead second on ly  t o  o b i t s ,  which were mentioned in  43 

w i l l s .  The usual  s t i p e n d  pa id  t o  a c h a p la in  in C o lc h e s te r  f o r  1 y e a r

was 10 marks ,  o r  L6 13s.  4 d . ,  so o f  c o u r s e  i t  was not  f o r  t h e  poorer  
44s o r t  o f  peop le .  Although most w i l l s  a r ranged  f o r  a s t i p e n d i a r y  

p r i e s t  f o r  1 y e a r ,  one t e s t a t o r  h i r e d  a p r i e s t  f o r  a q u a r t e r  o f  a y e a r  

and fo u r  t e s t a t o r s  d i r e c t e d  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  a c h a p l a in  f o r  1/2  y e a r .  On 

t h e  o t h e r  hand, f i v e  y e a r s  r e q u e s te d  by two w i l l s  was t h e  l o n g e s t  pe­

r io d  mentioned f o r  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  a c h a p l a i n ;  in  1488 Robert  Hervy 

w i l l e d  " t h a t  a p r i e s t  o f  good and hones t  c o n v e r s a t io n  . . . s i n g  in  t h e  

church o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s  f o r  5 y e a r s  to  pray  f o r  my soul and a l l  my good



233

f r i e n d s '  soul s .

As in  Hervy 's  w i l l ,  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r i e s t  were o f t e n  

mentioned ,  w i th  Harry Bear want ing "an hones t  and well  bespoke p r i e s t , "  

and George Aleyn demanding t h a t  t h e  c h a p l a in  who was to  s ing  f o r  h is  

soul be "an hones t  and an a b l e  p r i e s t . "  None o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  wanting 

a s t i p e n d i a r y  p r i e s t  mentioned t h e  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  p r i e s t ,  so 

t h e r e  was probab ly  a s t a n d a rd  method used by such p r i e s t s  in  Colches te r .  

The custom in  o t h e r  p la c e s  v a r i e d .  Colin P l a t t  r e l a t e s  two examples 

from o t h e r  towns which g iv e  some idea  o f  t h e  p rocedures  fo l lowed by 

pe rp e tu a l  c h a n t r y  p r i e s t s :  in  Southampton in  1462 Joan Holmhegge en­

dowed a pe rpe tua l  c h a n t r y ,  s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  th e  c h a n t r i s t  was to  r e ­

c e i v e  16 13s .  4 d . ,  a high r a t e  f o r  Southampton,  and he was to  c e l e b r a t e  

mass every  day in  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rch ,  t o  be p r e s e n t  every  Sunday and 

f e a s t  days a t  prime,  v e s p e r s ,  m a t i n s ,  high mass and second v e s p e r s ,  and 

to  say  s e r v i c e s  and commemorations f o r  her  soul once a week, w i th  a 

requiem mass the  fo l low ing  day .  In C h e s t e r ,  t h e  c h a p l a in  o f  Robert  

P a rys '  c h a n t r y  was to  c e l e b r a t e  a mass o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  on Sundays,  a 

mass o f  S t .  Mary on Mondays, a requiem mass on Tuesdays,  a mass o f  th e  

Holy S p i r i t  on Wednesdays, a n o t h e r  requiem mass on Thursdays ,  a mass o f  

t h e  Cross on F r i d a y s ,  and on S a tu rd a y s ,  a n o t h e r  mass o f  S t .  Mary. In 

e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  some t e s t a t o r s  had asked f o r  a requiem mass every  day,  

bu t  Kathleen Wood-Legh t e l l s  us t h a t  t h i s  proved to  be an irksome r e ­

qu i rem en t .  Some p a r i s h  churches  had s p e c ia l  c h a n t r y  a l t a r s ,  and more 

e l a b o r a t e  pe rpe tua l  c h a n t r i e s  might  be in  a chapel  added t o  t h e  c h o i r  

o f  t h e  church and opening in t o  i t ,  o r  a c h a n t r y  might  s imply mean a 

sh a re  in  t h e  use o f  an a l t a r .  Only 2 C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s  s p e c i f i e d  

t h a t  t h e  c h a p l a in s  who were p ray ing  f o r  t h e i r  s o u l s  were to  pray  in
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c e r t a i n  p l a c e s ;  John Abbott  in  1502 d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a p r i e s t  s ing  f o r  h i s  

soul a t  S t .  B a r b a r a ' s  a l t a r  in  S t .  P e t e r ’ s Church,  which seems to  have 

been t h e  a l t a r  o f  t h e  Guild o f  S t .  Barbara  in  t h a t  c h u r c h .  N icho las  

Cl e r e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  a c h a p l a i n  c e l e b r a t e  f o r  h i s  soul  f o r  a y e a r  in  

t h e  Church o f  S t .  James ,  b e f o r e  t h e  image o f  S t .  Ignac ious .^®

C o lc h e s t e r  a l s o  had 10 p e r p e t u a l  c h a n t r y  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  bu t  by 

1500 t h e  e a r l i e r  7 f o u n d a t i o n s ,  t h e  o l d e s t  being  from t h e  14th c e n t u r y ,  

had been p a r t l y  c o n s o l i d a t e d .  In t h e  e a r l y  16 th  c e n t u r y ,  two o f  t h e  

c h a n t r i e s  were housed in  t h e  a n c i e n t  S t .  H e l e n ' s  Chapel i n  Maidenbor-  

ough S t r e e t ,  and fo u r  c h a n t r i e s ,  e a r l i e r  c o n s o l i d a t e d  under  t h e  Guild 

o f  S t .  Helen ,  had p r a y e r s  c e l e b r a t e d  by t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  in  t h e i r  

c h a p e l .  One c h a n t r y ,  t h e  well -endowed Joseph E i i a n o r e  c h a n t r y ,  

was the  on ly  one o f  th e  e a r l i e r  c h a n t r i e s  which was s t i l l  w i t h i n  

a p a r i s h  c h u rc h ,  in  t h e  Church o f  S t .  M ary-a t-W al1.  The l a s t  3 p e r p e t ­

ual c h a n t r i e s  were founded n ea r  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  Tudor p e r i o d ,  a l l  

t o  be housed in p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s .  R ichard  Heyne' s  c h a n t r y  was in  S t .  

P e t e r ' s  Church,  and t h e  c h a n t r i e s  o f  P e t e r  Barwick and Edmund Harmanson 

were in  S t .  L eo n a rd 's  Church.  The s u rv e y  o f  t h e  c h a n t r y  la n d s  ta k en  in  

t h e  r e i g n  o f  Edward VI t e l l s  us t h a t  t h e  c h a p l a i n s  s e r v in g  t h e  Barwick 

and Harmanson c h a n t r i e s  in  S t .  L eo n a rd ' s  Church were t h e r e  " to  he lp  

s e r v e  t h e  cu re "  in  t h a t  p a r i s h ,  and no doubt  many o f  t h e  s t i p e n d i a r y  

p r i e s t s  a l s o  helped w i th  p a r i s h  d u t i e s .

One o f  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and i n n o v a t i v e  f o u n d a t i o n s  s e t  up in  

t h e  r e i g n  o f  Henry VII I  was t h e  school  c a l l e d  Westons which was e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  by t h e  w i l l  o f  Thomas C r i s tm as  i n  1520.  I t  r esembled  a c h a n t r y ,  

in t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  and m a s t e r  o f  t h e  school  was to  say  mass i n  th e  

Church o f  S t .  James ev e ry  Sunday,  ho ly  day ,  and F r i d a y ,  b u t  s i n c e  i t
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was a school Cr is tm as  would hot  have had t h e  b o the r  o f  o b ta in in g  a 

c o s t l y  c h a n t r y  l i c e n s e .  The l e a rn e d  p r i e s t ,  f o r  an annual s a l a r y  o f  

t l O ,  was " to  te a c h  grammar and o t h e r  v i r t u o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  and l e a r n i n g s "  

a t  Westons,  a tenement be long ing  t o  Cr is tmas  in  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  All 

S a i n t s ,  where t h e  p r i e s t  was to  dwell  and " teach  c o n t i n u a l l y  24 c h i l ­

dren born w i th in  C o lc h e s t e r  f r e e l y  w i th o u t  any th ing  f o r  th e  te a c h in g  o f  

them."  In t u r n ,  Cr is tm as  was t o  have t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  p r a y e r s ,  

with  h is  req u i r e m en t  t h a t  t h e  m a s te r  and s c h o la r s  were to  say  every  

morning a p a r t i c u l a r  psalm w i th  a c o l l e c t  f o r  t h e  soul o f  Cr is tmas  and 

fo r  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s .

(4)  P a r i s h  Guilds

Few t e s t a t o r s  had t h e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  Thomas Cris tmas  o r  o f  the  

founders  o f  t h e  p e rp e tu a l  c h a n t r i e s ,  bu t  a n o t h e r  o p t io n  was open to  

many o f  them—membership in  a p a r i s h  g u i l d  or  f r a t e r n i t y .  Though 19th 

c e n t u r y  s c h o l a r s  were eage r  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  primacy o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 

th e  economic elemen ts  in  th e  medieval  t r a d e  and c r a f t  g u i l d s ,  many o f  

t h e  g u i l d s  seem l a r g e l y  t o  have grown ou t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  d ev o t io n .  

S c h o la r s h ip  on g u i l d s  has been most  f r u i t f u l  in  i t s  a n a l y s i s  o f  the  

1389 g u i l d  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  and th e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  8 g u i l d s  then  in  

e x i s t e n c e  in  Essex i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  had as  a primary  purpose th e  

m a in t a i n in g  o f  l i g h t s  be fo re  t h e  image o f  t h e i r  pa t ron  s a i n t  and th e  

h i r i n g  o f  a c h a p l a i n  t o  c e l e b r a t e  f o r  t h e  so u ls  o f  dead b r e t h r e n ,  as 

well as  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g .  Some Essex g u i l d s  had a r e g u l a r  c a l e n d a r  o f  

o b i t s  t o  be kep t  f o r  dead b r o t h e r s ,  w i th  r equ i re m en ts  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  

l a y  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  to  say c e r t a i n  psalms o r  p raye r s  f o r  both th e



236

l i v i n g  and th e  dead and to  a t t e n d  th e  f u n e r a l s  o f  t h e  deceased .  One 

g u i l d  had a weekly s u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  a q u a r t e r  pence from each member fo r

maintenance o f  t h e  c h a p l a i n ,  and two g u i l d s  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  each member

g iv e  a penny ( i n  Chelmsford) o r  one and a q u a r t e r  pennies  ( i n  Mai don) in

sou l -a lms  a t  each f u n e r a l .  None o f  t h e  8 Essex g u i l d s  l i s t e d  in  1389

were in  C o lc h e s t e r ;  g e n e r a l l y  g u i l d s  seem to  have come l a t e  to  Essex,  

and C o lc h e s t e r ,  w i th  i t s  un u s u a l ly  powerful borough o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  seems 

to  have had fewer g u i l d s  than  most towns i t s  s i z e . * ^

A g u i l d  was founded in  C o lc h e s te r  in  1407; l e a d in g  c i t i z e n s  

formed t h e  F r a t e r n i t y  and Guild o f  S t .  Helen,  o b t a i n i n g  posse ss ion  o f  

t h e  chapel  o f  t h e  decayed h o s p i t a l  o f  t h e  Crutched F r i a r s  and t h e r e  

founding a c h a n t ry  o f  5 c h a p l a in s  and p ro v id in g  f o r  t h e  maintenance o f  

13 poor men to  pray f o r  t h e  king  and f o r  t h e  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  o f

t h e  g u i l d .  In 1499 th e  Crutched  F r i a r s  were r e i n s t a t e d  t o  t h e i r  house,

and i t  seems probab le  t h a t  t h e  F r i a r s  then  took over  the  c h a n t ry  d u t i e s  

o f  th e  Guild o f  S t .  Helen.  By t h a t  t im e ,  however, S t .  H e len 's  Guild

seems not  to  have had as  i t  pr im ary r o l e  t h e  p ro v i s io n  o f  p raye r s  fo r

t h e  dead ,  s i n c e  o n ly  one w i l l ,  in  1491,  ment ions t h e  g u i l d . I n s t e a d ,  

a s  happened in  s eve ra l  towns,  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  became p r i m a r i l y  a f r a t e r ­

nal s o c i e t y  f o r  th e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  borough,  invo lved  in  t h e  ceremonial  

o f  borough a f f a i r s  and probab ly  having e l a b o r a t e  annual f e a s t s .  The 

wardens o f  t h e  Guild o f  S t .  Helen were mentioned tw ice  in  t h e  Tudor 

borough c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  and in each case  t h e  l a y  wardens were a ldermen,  

lend ing  s u p p o r t  to  t h e  idea  t h a t  i t  had become, in  a s e n s e ,  t h e  "bor ­

ough g u i l d .

More im por tan t  to  in d iv id u a l  p i e t y  were th e  g u i ld s  in  p a r i s h  

churches which m a in ta ined  ch ap e ls  or  l i g h t s  before  images.  Several
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towns have been d e s c r ib e d  as  having g u i ld s  in  every  p a r i s h  church  in 
52

town, and r e f e r e n c e s  in  th e  w i l l s  and o t h e r  r e c o rd s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

most o f  t h e  12 p a r i s h  churches  in  t h e  towns and suburbs  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  

had a g u i l d  a t  one t im e .  Some a l l u s i o n s  t o  g u i l d s ,  however, a r e  r a t h e r  

i n d e f i n i t e ,  such as  Margaret  B a r t y ' s  beques t  t o  "every  l i g h t  o f  th e  

g u i l d s  in t h e  Church o f  S t .  G i l e s , "  and g u i ld s  in  8 o t h e r  p a r i s h  

churches  a r e  mentioned on ly  once o r  t w i c e . I n  a l l  o f  th e  203 Col­

c h e s t e r  w i l l s ,  26 o r  13% r e f e r  to  g u i l d s ,  about  t h e  same p ro p o r t i o n  as 

in  Norwich.  H a l f  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  g u i ld s  in  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  

named t h e  Guild o f  Jesus  Mass in S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church,  which seemed to  be 

f u l l y  o rg a n iz e d  i n t o  what H. F. Westlake c a l l s  a c o o p e r a t i v e  c h a n t r y .  

Except  f o r  t h e  Guild o f  Je sus  Mass in  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church, we a r e  given 

no c l u e s  as  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  g u i l d s ,  y e t  i t  i s  probably  

i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  no te  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h e  26 w i l l s  mention ing  g u i l d s ,  only  

2 o f  them l e f t  money both to  a g u i l d  and f o r  an o b i t  w i th in  t h e i r  p a r ­

i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  C o lc h e s t e r  p a r i s h  g u i l d s  were probab ly  

v e ry  much in  t h e  b u s ines s  o f  p ray ing  f o r  t h e  dece ased ,  both a t  b u r ia l  

and a t  o b i t  t im e .  We have no i n d i c a t i o n ,  however,  t h a t  th e y  were mu­

t u a l  b e n e f i t  o r  " f r i e n d l y "  s o c i e t i e s ,  a l though  Colin P l a t t  says  t h a t  

g u i l d s  sometimes assumed t h e  fu n c t io n  o f  a b e n e f i t  s o c i e t y  when i t  

a c q u i r e d  p r o p e r t y .

From t h e  s e v e ra l  beques ts  to  t h e  Guild o f  Jesus  Mass, we can 

deduce much abou t  i t s  customs and a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i th  some w i l l s  being 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n f o r m a t i v e .  Clothmaker Robert  Hervy in 1488 wrote  th e  

fo l l o w in g  in  h i s  w i l l :

I bequea th  to  Jhus Mass w i th in  t h e  s a id  Church o f  S t .  P e t e r  fou r  
t o r c h e s  ready  made, each o f  them weighing f i f t e e n  pounds.  To th e  
m a in ten a n ce ,  r e p a r a t i o n ,  and r e n o v a t io n  o f  t h e  s a id  fou r  t o r c h e s  as 
o f t e n  t ime as need s h a l l  r e q u i r e  fo revermore  to  e n d u re ,  40s .  to  be
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paid and d e l i v e r e d  f o r  t h e  f o l k  o f  the  same to  t h e  Masters  o f  th e  
s a id  Mass o f  Jhus under t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h a t  one o r  two o f  t h e  s a id  
t o r c h e s  s h a l l  be l i g h t  and brenne every  F r iday  in  t h e  y e a r  a t  the  
t ime o f  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a id  Jhus Mass and bury ing o f  every  
b ro th e r  and s i s t e r  a t  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  t ime o f  t h e  same mass.  And a l l  
t h e  same mass t ime so t h a t  every  b r o t h e r  o r  s i s t e r  o f  t h e  sa id  
Jhus Mass which t h a t  s h a l l  f o r t u n e  t o  decease  w i l l  g ive  a c e r t a i n  
money to  t h e  use o f  t h e  same fo u r  t o r c h e s  by t h e  a d v ice  o f  th e  
Masters  o f  th e  s a i d  Mass o f  Jhus which s h a l l  be f o r  t h e  t im e .  . . .

Hervy a l s o  bequeathed l i g h t s  o f  a pound o f  wax t o  burn b e fo re  t h e  images 

o f  J e sus  and Mary in  t h e  Jesus  Chapel in  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church,  t h e  c o s t  

being pa id  by t h e  r e n t a l  o f  a c e r t a i n  tenement be longing  t o  Hervy. In 

1508 William Bownde fo l lowed H ervy 's  l e a d  in  supp ly ing  t o r c h e s :  "I

w il l  t h a t  fou r  t o r c h e s  be d e l i v e r e d  and 40s .  w i th  them to  t h e  m as te r s  

o f  Jhus Mass t o  burn eve ry  Sunday,  Holy Day, and F r iday  a t  t h e  e l e v a ­

t i o n . "  Robert  Norman in  1518 bequeathed  3s .  4d.  t o  t h e  g i l d i n g  o f  

Jesus  a l t a r ,  so we know then  t h a t  t h e  Guild o f  Jesus  Mass had i t s  own 

chapel in  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church,  in  which was an a l t a r ,  images o f  Jesus  

and Mary, and l a r g e  t o r c h e s  and s m a l l e r  l i g h t s  which were burned a t  

b u r i a l s ,  on Sundays,  holy  day s ,  and on Fr idays  a t  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  the

e u c h a r i s t i e  b read .  We can surmise  t h a t  t h e  g u i l d  had i t s  own mass

every  F r id a y ,  which was t h e  day on which some a s p e c t  o f  t h e  pass ion  o f  

Jesus  was commonly commemorated. P robably  a l l  men and women belong ing 

to t h e  g u i ld  were expec ted  to  a t t e n d  t h e  mass on F r id a y .^ ^

The w i l l  o f  Rober t  F raunces ,  w r i t t e n  in  1502,  gave in fo rm a t ion  

about  e x p e c t a t i o n s  in  t h e  g u i l d ;  Fraunces g ra n te d  "unto t h e  Mass o f  

Jhus in  th e  s a id  church 5 marks in  money under t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  th e  

m a s te r s  o f  th e  s a id  mass s h a l l  o r d e r  fou r  s h e e t s  o f  parchment and to  do 

be s e t  in  t h e  mass book o f  Jhus and in  t h a t  t o  be s e t  a l l  t h e  b re th e rn

and s i s t e r n  t h a t  hath g ive  unto t h e  s a i d  mass 6 s .  8d . "  Those who con­

t r i b u t e d  6s .  8d.  to  th e  g u i l d  were to  be s p e c i a l l y  honored ,  and
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probab ly  t h e y  were g iven more e l a b o r a t e  commemorative s e r v i c e s .  Of th e  

14 t e s t a t o r s  who l e f t  money, goods,  o r  p r o p e r t y  to  t h e  Guild o f  Jesus  

Mass, f i v e  o f  them gave 6s .  8 d . ,  f o u r  gave well  above t h a t  amount,  w ith  

John Tyall endowing t h e  g u i l d  w ith  a tenement in  1500,  and f i v e  t e s t a ­

t o r s  l e f t  l e s s  than  t h e  6s .  8d .  ment ioned by Rober t  F raunces ,  in  

amounts from 4d.  to  3s .  4d.^® The Guild o f  Je sus  Mass,  t h e n ,  seems to 

have inc luded  a l l  economic l e v e l s ,  though i t  was p robab ly  aimed more 

a t  t h e  middle and upper l e v e l s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  more p rosperous  were 

given  more honor.

F r id a y ,  w i th  i t s  s p e c i a l  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  t h e  Pass ion  o f  J e s u s ,  

was p robab ly  t h e  day on which t h e  g u i l d  c h a p l a i n  c e l e b r a t e d  o b i t s  f o r  

deceased  b r o t h e r s  o r  s i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Guild o f  J e sus  Mass; c e r t a i n l y  

o b i t s  seem t o  have been a d e f i n i t e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  g u i l d ,  

f o r  as  popu la r  as  o b i t s  were in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  no t  u n t i l  1514 d id  anyone 

from S t .  P e t e r ' s — seemingly  a non-guildsman—ask f o r  an o b i t ,  so t h e  

g u i l d  seems to  have been supp ly ing  t h a t  need .  In t h e  1 5 2 0 ' s ,  however, 

t h e  g u i l d  seems no t  to  have been so a c t i v e  and p ro s p e ro u s ;  in 1523 and 

1525 members o f  t h e  Guild o f  Je sus  Mass r e q u e s t e d ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  

an o b i t  o r  s p e c ia l  p ra y e r s  a t  t h e i r  b u r i a l

Even e a r l i e r  th e  g u i l d s  were no t  t r u s t e d  w i th  a l l  o f  t h e  p ray ing

f o r  t h e  sou ls  o f  t h e  dead ,  however; in  o n ly  one c a s e  d id  a t e s t a t o r  be­

queath  money s o l e l y  to  a g u i l d .  Nicholas  Cooke's  on ly  c h a r i t a b l e  or  

s u p p l i c a t o r y  beques t  was 4d.  t o  t h e  Guild o f  Je sus  Mass,  t h e  low es t  

amount g iven t o  t h a t  g u i l d ,  so Cooke cou ld  p robab ly  a f f o r d  no more.^®

Of t h e  13 o t h e r  t e s t a t o r s  who a l s o  gave to  t h e  Guild o f  Je sus  Mass, 

seven o f  them inc luded  money f o r  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  a s t i p e n d i a r y  p r i e s t ,  as  

well  as  f o r  o t h e r  k inds  o f  p r a y e r s ,  so i f  g u i l d  members cou ld  a f f o r d
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i t ,  th e y  d id  not  p la ce  a l l  t h e i r  t r u s t  in  th e  p raye r s  o f  t h e  g u i l d .

On th e  o t h e r  hand,  a few (3 o u t  o f  26) o b v ious ly  valued  th e  

p raye rs  o f  g u i l d s ,  s i n c e  th e y  gave to  more than  one g u i l d .  For example, 

Will iam Smyth, o f  the  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  Leonard,  bequea thed 20d.  each to  

Our Lady Guild ,  S t .  Leonard 's  G u i ld ,  S t .  Anne's  G u i ld ,  and S t .  H e len ' s  

Guild in  1491. A p a r i s h  church  might  a l s o  house more than  one g u i l d ,  

as  was t h e  c a s e  in S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church which a l s o  had a Guild o f  S t .  

Barbara ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a t im e .^ ^

Maynard Smith b e l i e v e s  t h a t  medieval  g u i l d s  were l a y  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n s  which fo r  th e  most p a r t  were e n t i r e l y  independen t  o f  c l e r i c a l

c o n t r o l , and Tanner found t h a t  t o  be th e  case  in Norwich. Evidence i s  

s c a n ty ,  but  l a y  d i r e c t i o n  seems t o  have been th e  r u l e  in t h e  Guild o f  

Jesus  Mass in  S t .  P e t e r ' s ,  t h e  one about  which we have more in formation .  

U n fo r tu n a t e ly ,  on ly  two l i s t i n g s  o f  t h e  names o f  th e  m as te r s  o r  gover ­

nors  o f  th e  g u i ld  o c c u r ,  f i r s t  in  a t r a n s a c t i o n  recorded  in  t h e  Col­

c h e s t e r  c o u r t  r o l l  on January  12,  1520,  in which th e  m as te r s  o f  th e  

g u i l d ,  both laymen,  w i th  t h e  " b r o th e r s  o f  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y , "  were s e l l i n g  

2 tenements which had been w i l l e d  t o  th e  g u i l d  some y e a r s  e a r l i e r .

L a t e r ,  in a 1526 document, t h e  two l a y  m a s te r s  o f  t h e  g u i l d  l e a se d  some 

w ate r  r i g h t s ,  "wi th t h e  consen t  o f  a l l  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s . "  Though the  

s e r v i c e s  o f  a c h a p la in  were n e c e ss a ry  to  a g u i l d ,  y e t  t h e  v o lu n t a ry  l a y  

a s s o c i a t i o n ,  s e l f - g o v e r n e d ,  was a d e f i n i t e  s t e p  away from th e  dominance 

o f  th e  church ,  though s t i l l  r e t a i n i n g  l o y a l t y  to  t h e  p a r i s h  and to  t h e  

p a r i s h  church housing th e  g u i l d .  Robert  G o t t f r i e d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  in  Bury 

S t .  Edmunds, 27% o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  sampled provided  something t o  one o f  

t h e  f r a t e r n a l  g u i l d s  in  t h a t  town, which i s  c e r t a i n l y  h ighe r  than  th e

13% in  Colches te r .®^ Yet,  we must remember t h a t  Bury S t .  Edmunds was
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under  t h e  dominat ion o f  a powerful abbey ,  and i t s  g u i l d s  were i t s  on ly  

way o f  e x e r t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  power.  Though not  so prominent  in  Colches te r ,  

t h e  g u i l d s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  p rov ided  one means o f  e x p re s s in g  th e  l a i t y ' s  

dev o t io n  t o  God, in  a s e t t i n g  l a r g e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by themselves  though 

in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  chu rch .

(5) P raye rs  in  R e l ig io u s  Houses

Another s t e p  away from t h e  h ie ra rchy  o f  t h e  church were th o s e  

e n t r e a t i e s  f o r  t h e  soul which were commissioned to  be s a id  in  the  

r e l i g i o u s  houses in  C o lc h e s t e r  o r  e l sew h e re .  F o r ty - n in e  t e s t a t o r s  o u t  

o f  203,  o r  24% (Tab le 1 9 ) ,  r e q u e s t e d  p ra y e r s  i n  r e l i g i o u s  houses ,  with  

a l l  but  two o f  t h o s e  t e s t a t o r s  r e q u e s t i n g  p ra y e r s  in  one o r  more o f  

t h e  4 r e l i g i o u s  houses in  C o l c h e s t e r .  The mendicant  Grey F r i a r s  were 

by f a r  t h e  most p o p u la r ,  being mentioned by 39 t e s t a t o r s ,  compr is ing 

19% o f  a l l  w i l l -m a k e r s  in  C o l c h e s t e r .  P a l l i s e r  and Thomson found an 

even h ig h e r  r e l i a n c e  on th e  f r i a r s  in  York and London, where in  both 

c i t i e s  o n e - t h i r d  o r  more o f  t h e  w i l l s  remembered one o f  t h e  o rd e r s  o f  

f r i a r s .  In Norwich,  o ve r  44% o f  t h e  l a y  t e s t a t o r s  made beques ts  to  a 

f r i a ry .® ^

We know f a r  to o  l i t t l e  abou t  t h e  reasons  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

t h e  Grey F r i a r s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  bu t  i t  may be t h a t  t h e i r  sermons were an 

a t t r a c t i o n ;  one o f  t h e  p o i n t s  made a bou t  t h e  mendicant  f r i a r s  by Bernd 

Moelle r  i s  t h a t  th e y  preached  to  t h e  whole town w i thou t  r e s p e c t  f o r  

p a r i s h  b o u n d a r ie s ,  a m i n i s t r y  " a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r d e r in g  o f  

t h e  commune." We have no r e c o rd  o f  o t h e r  C o lc h e s te r  r e l i g i o u s  houses 

having sermons,  bu t  in  1488 th e  Grey F r i a r s  were p r e a c h in g ,  f o r  Robert
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Table 19

Prayers  f o r  t h e  Dead in  R e l ig io u s  Houses^

Total 
No. 
o f

Wills

No. o f  
W ill s  

Reques t ing 
P rayers

r"

R e l ig io u s  Houses
S t .

Jo h n ' s
Abbey

S t .
Bot o i  p h ' s  

P r i o r y

Grey Crossed 
F r i a r s  F r i a r s

* Outs ide 
o f

C o lc h e s te r

1485-99 16 9 4 2 6 2

1500-9 81 11 1 6 10 5 3

151 0-19 64 21 4 10 16 9 2

1520-9 42 8 5 2 7 4 1

T o ta l s 203 49 14
1

20 39 18 8

 ̂ Several  t e s t a t o r s  o b v io u s ly  l e f t  money to  more than  one 
r e l i g i o u s  house.

Hervy d i r e c t e d  t h a t  h i s  name be mentioned in  t h e  bead ro l l  " every  Sermon

time"  a t  t h e  Grey F r i a r s .  A lso ,  in  1520 Thomas Cr is tmas  l e f t  20s .

y e a r l y  f o r  " th e  m a in tenance  o f  sermons" a t  th e  Grey F r i a r s  on every

Sunday in  Lent .  There was a t  l e a s t  one l e a r n e d  f r i a r  among them in

1507,  when F r i a r  John Spryngwel l ,  B.D. ,  was a w i tn e s s  to  a w i l l .  Also ,

t h e r e  were 2 g u i l d s  f o r  th e  l a i t y  in  t h e  Grey F r i a r s ,  a l th o u g h  we know
62l i t t l e  about  them. T r e n t a l s  o f  masses were e s p e c i a l l y  favored  by 25 

o f  th ose  t e s t a t o r s  who r e q u e s t e d  p ra y e r s  a t  t h e  Grey F r i a r s ,  and o b i t s  

were o rde red  by 6 t e s t a t o r s .  The h e a v i e s t  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  f r i a r s  came 

from fou r  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  p a r i s h e s ,  S t .  J a m e s ' ,  S t .  L e o n a r d ' s ,  S t .  

P e t e r ' s ,  and All S a i n t s ' .

S t .  Leonard 's  a l s o  h e a v i ly  suppor ted  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s ,  even

though t h e  P r io r s  o f  t h e  House o f  t h e  Holy Cross were o f t e n  c i t e d  in
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t h e  c o u r t  r o l l s  f o r  a g g r e s s iv e  b e h a v i o r . Though i t  was no t  mentioned 

in  t h e  w i l l s ,  we know t h a t  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  o f f e r e d  one s e r v i c e  to  

t h e  layman which would have been popu la r  w i th  some—an in du lgence  gran t­

ing th e  same rem is s ion  o f  s i n  which one might  have o b ta in e d  by v i s i t i n g  

t h e  b a s i l i c a  and churches  o f  Rome and t h o s e  churches  o u t s i d e  i t ,  even 

t h a t  o f  th e  Ladder o f  Heaven, t h e  Seal a C o e l i . a t  t h e  Three F o u n ta in s .  

Such in du lgences  came o n ly  w i th  formal church  a p p r o v a l , and we have 

re c o rd  o f  t h e  Crutched F r i a r s  r e c e i v i n g  perm iss ion  to  g r a n t  indu lgences  

in  1401 o r  1402.  Not long  a f t e r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h a t  document,  however, 

t h e  House o f  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  in  C o lc h e s t e r  decayed and was n o t  a g a in  

occupied  by t h e  f r i a r s  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t h e  15th  c e n t u r y ,  a t  which t ime 

i t  r e c e iv e d  su p p o r t  from some o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  people  in  town. Sup­

p o r t  f o r  both t h e  F ranc iscan  and th e  Crossed F r i a r s  d e c l in e d  in  the  

1520*s ,  and in  1523 t h e  Crossed F r i a r s ,  having r e c e iv e d  pe rm is s ion  from 

church  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  had a number o f  ind u lg en ces  p r i n t e d  by 

Richard  Pynson,  "K ing ' s  P r i n t e r , "  two c o p i e s  o f  which were found a t  th e  

t u r n  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y  in  t h e  b ind ing  o f  a book in  C h ic h e s t e r  C a t h e d r a l ,  

p re s e rv ed  because a 16th  c e n t u r y  book b in d e r  found t h e  paper  u se fu l  as  

back ing .  I s sued  by John D r iv e r ,  P r i o r  o f  t h e  Crutched F r i a r s ,  t h e  i n ­

du lgence  resembled t h a t  p r i n t e d  by Caxton in  1481 but  was even c l o s e r  

t o  t h a t  i s s u e d  under Leo X's a u t h o r i t y  by A l b e r t ,  Archbishop o f  Mainz, 

t h e  n o to r i o u s  one which was so f l a g r a n t l y  hawked by T e t z e l , an abuse 

which helped to  p r e c i p i t a t e  L u t h e r ' s  p r o t e s t .  The in d u lg e n c e ,  w i th  a 

blank f o r  t h e  r e c i p i e n t ' s  name, a d m i t t ed  i t s  ho lde r  i n t o  t h e  C o n f r a t e r ­

n i t y  o f  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s ,  p romis ing t h a t  a t  d e c e a s e ,  " t h a t  o f f i c e  

s h a l l  be done f o r  you which i s  accustomed t o  be done fo r  ou r  Confra­

t e r s . "  Mentioning th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  Leo X (who d ied  in  1 521) ,  t h e
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indu lgence  went on to  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  f a i t h f u l  and t r u l y  p e n i t e n t  o f  

e i t h e r  sex who v i s i t e d  t h e  F r i a r s '  church on s p e c i f i e d  f e s t i v a l  days o r  

on any F r id a y ,  o r  who " s e n t  a s u f f i c i e n t  g i f t  o f  alms th rough  a n o th e r  

person to  t h e  s a id  Church,"  would r e c e i v e  t h e  same r e m is s io n  o f  s i n s  

which th e y  would r e c e i v e  from v i s i t i n g  a church  in  o r  n ea r  Rome. Fur­

th e rm ore ,  " t h e  c o n f r a t e r s  o f  t h e  C o n f r a t e r n i t y "  could  choose t h e i r  own 

c o n f e s s o r ,  e i t h e r  a p a r i s h  p r i e s t ,  "or  r e g u l a r  o f  any o r d e r ,  even o f  

th e  M endican ts ."  Moreover,  t h e  c o n f r a t e r  would r e c e i v e  s p e c i a l  f avo r  

i f  du r ing  Lent he o r  she v i s i t e d  any church  and on bended knee s a id  th e  

L o rd ' s  P rayer  w i th  t h e  Ange l ica l  S a l u t a t i o n  f i v e  t imes  o v e r .  The Pope 

a l s o  g r a n te d  50 d ay s '  in du lgence  to  th o s e  who r e c i t e d  t h e  Lord's  Prayer  

and Angel ic S a l u t a t i o n  on r o s a r i e s  o f  th e  V i rg in  Mary which had been 

b le s s e d  by t h e  P r io r  o f  t h e  Holy Cross.®*

F. R. H. DuBoulay w r i t e s  t h a t  in du lgences  were becoming l e s s  

popula r  w i th  the  Engl ish  people  a f t e r  the  mid-15th  c e n t u r y ,  and we have 

no i n d i c a t i o n  as to  how popu la r  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s '  in du lgence  was,  but  

t h e  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  Sea la  Coel i  was making use o f  a p o i n t  o f  popu la r  

p i e t y  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  f o r  e a r l i e r  i n  1508 two t e s t a t o r s  had r e q u e s te d  

t h a t  a p r i e s t  say masses  " in  t h e  chapel  a t  Westmins ter  t h a t  hath such 

pardon and indu lgence  a s  i s  named a t  Seal a C o e l i ." Seal a Coeli  r e f e r r ed  

to  one o f  t h e  t h r e e  churches  a t  t h e  Tre Fontane near  Rome, S t .  Mary 

Sca la C o e l i ,  which commemorated t h e  v i s i o n  o f  S t .  Bernard in  which,  

w h i le  c e l e b r a t i n g  Mass f o r  c e r t a i n  deceased  p e r s o n s ,  he saw t h e i r  sou ls  

a scend ing  by a l a d d e r  to  Heaven. I t  appea rs  t h a t  c e r t a i n  chape ls  and 

a l t a r s  in  England were g ran te d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  Sca la  C o e l i , among 

them Westmins ter  and th e  A ust in  F r i a r s  in  Norwich,  bu t  by 1516 Col­

c h e s t e r  a l s o  seems to  have had i t s  own p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  say ing  such
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masses .  The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  town in  1516 g ran ted  to  t h e  P r i o r  o f  t h e  

Holy Cross a p ie ce  o f  land a d j a c e n t  to  t h e i r  house,  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  P r i o r  and h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  c e l e b r a t e  y e a r l y  in  t h e i r  c h u rch ,  " a t  an 

a l t a r ,  de s k a la  c e l i  t h e r e ,  a solemn mass" on Monday a f t e r  Hokeday "pro 

s a l u t a r i  p r o s p e r i t a t e  v i l l e ." A lso ,  Matthew Rede in  1517 re q u e s te d  

t h a t  t h e  P r i o r  o f  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  say  8 masses " a t  Scala Coeli

t h e r e , "  and t h a t  th e  S ub -P r io r  o f  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  "pray  f o r  me a t  Sca la
65

£°al i_ ."  Such a p r i v i l e g e  f o r  s p e c i a l  masses and in du lgences  had the  

p o t e n t i a l  o f  making th e  House o f  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  in  C o lc h e s te r  an 

o b j e c t  o f  p i l g r im a g e ,  but  we have no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  such o c c u r r e d .

The connec t ion  between a c o n f r a t e r n i t y  a t t a c h e d  to  a r e l i g i o u s  

house and indu lgences  was e v i d e n t  in  E l i z a b e th  Harmanson's  w i l l  in  

1505,  in which she gave 3s .  4d.  " to  eve ry  p la c e  where I am s i s t e r  by 

any pa rdon."  The A ugust in ia n  P r io ry  o f  S t .  Botolph in  C o lc h e s te r  a l s o  

seemed t o  have some s p e c ia l  p r i v i l e g e  f o r  t h e  rem iss ion  o f  s i n s :  A lice

Garrard  l e f t  8d .  in 1514 to  t h e  p r i o r y  " to  have p a r t  o f  t h e  pardon ,"

and Will iam Ihorne  asked t c  be bu r ied  "be fo re  t h e  pardon door" o f  S t .  

B o t o l p h ' s .  Two t e s t a t o r s ,  no doubt  want ing some o f  t h a t  pardon t o o ,  

asked to  be a p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n f r a t e r n i t y  a t  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ;  in  1505 

William F u l l e r  l e f t  20d.  " to  be r e c e iv e d  as a b r o t h e r , "  and John 

Salough in  1511 bequea thed 10s .  t o  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  so t h a t  he might  "be 

prayed f o r  a s  a b r o th e r  o f  t h e  place."®® S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  though,  does 

no t  seem to  have been making a broad appea l  f o r  c o n f r e r e s  such a s  t h a t  

a t t em p ted  by t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  th rough  t h e i r  indu lgence  o f  1523. Al­

though S t .  B o to l p h ' s  did  not  have t h e  wide su p p o r t  such as t h a t  given

to  t h e  Grey F r i a r s ,  su p p o r t  from t e s t a t o r s  in  t h e i r  own p a r i s h  was no­

t a b l e .  Of t h e  ten  t e s t a t o r s  from S t .  B o to lp h ' s  p a r i s h  who l e f t  money
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to  a r e l i g i o u s  house,  n in e  l e f t  i t  t o  S t .  B o to l p h ' s  P r i o r y ;  i t  seems,  

t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  August in ian  Canons were p robab ly  q u i t e  a c t i v e  in  p a s t o ­

r a l  work in  t h e i r  own populous but  poorer  p a r i s h ,  composed l a r g e l y  o f  

small c r a f t sm en  and l a b o r e r s .

Fewer w i l l -m a k e r s  gave t o  t h e  B e n e d ic t i n e  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey fo r  

p raye r s  than  t o  t h e  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  houses in  C o lc h e s te r  ( s ee  Table 19), 

and h a l f  o f  th o s e  a sk ing  f o r  p r a y e r s  a t  S t .  J o h n ' s  were from S t .  G i l e s '  

p a r i s h ,  where S t .  J o h n ' s  was l o c a t e d  and where t h e  B en ed ic t in e s  served  

th e  c u re  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  church .  Fur therm ore ,  t h e  o t h e r  t e s t a t o r s  a sk ing  

f o r  p ra y e r s  a t  S t .  J o h n ' s  were ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a ldermen o r  g e n t l e ­

men, so t h e  appeal  o f  t h e  B en ed ic t in e s  was l a r g e l y  to  th e  upper l e v e l s  

o f  C o lc h e s t e r  s o c i e t y .  A pparently  some s o r t  o f  l a y  c o n f r a t e r n i t y  was 

a l s o  a t t a c h e d  t o  S t .  J o h n ' s ;  in  1488 c lo thm aker  Robert  Hervy l e f t  10s .  

to  t h e  " c h a p te r  house o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  so t h a t  I be made t h e r e  a b ro th e r  

o f  th e  same c h a p t e r  house ,"  and f o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  William Lake,  G en t . ,  

l e f t  6 s .  8d. " to  t h e  convent  o f  t h e  monastery  o f  S t .  John B a p t i s t  be­

s id e  C o lc h e s te r  t h a t  I may be abso lved  in  t h e i r  c h a p t e r  house as  a 

b ro the r . "® ^

So much a t t e n t i o n  given t o  t h e  p ro v i s io n  f o r  p r a y e r s  in  both  th e  

p a r i s h  church and t h e  r e l i g i o u s  house to  a i d  in  t h e  r e l e a s e  from th e  

pa ins  o f  P urga to ry  bespeaks an i n s e c u r i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  the  t e s t a t o r s .  

The d o c t r i n e  o f  P u rga to ry  was a p a r t  o f  a "works s a l v a t i o n "  in  which 

th e  devoted would always  wonder i f  t h e y  had done enough,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i f  t h e y  had t h e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  doing more.  Economica lly ,  t h e  church  

b e n e f i t t e d ;  Jordan t e l l s  us t h a t  in  t h e  y e a r s  p r i o r  to  t h e  Reformation 

(from 1 480) ,  t h e  amount o f  money d i sposed  f o r  p r a y e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  more 

than a f o u r t h  o f  a l l  c h a r i t a b l e  w e a l t h ,  and in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  though we
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have not  looked a t  i t  in  terms o f  t h e  amount o f  money s p e n t ,  we have 

found t h a t  62% o f  a l l  l a y  t e s t a t o r s  made p ro v i s io n  f o r  p raye r s  f o r  de­

ceased  s o u l s .  There was a heavy inves tment  in  t h e  dead.®®

(6) Prayers  o f  th e  L a i ty  and t h e  Poor

One o t h e r  small p ro v i s io n  f o r  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  dead in  t h e  w i l l s

has not  been touched upon,  i . e .  money given to  t h e  l a i t y  fo r  p r a y e r s .

In no case  d id  anyone depend on ly  on th e  l a i t y  f o r  p raye r s  f o r  t h e i r  

s o u l ,  y e t  th e  help  o f  t h e  l a i t y  was u s u a l l y  d e s i r e d ,  even in  the  

p ray e r s  in  t h e  p a r i s h  churches  and t h e  r e l i g i o u s  houses .  At th e  r e c i t ­

ing o f  t h e  names on t h e  beadro l l  , t h e  cong reg a t io n  was urged to  pray 

f o r  th e  dead ,  and p ro v i s io n  was o f t e n  made t o  encourage th e  a t t e n d a n c e  

o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  poor ,  a t  b u r ia l  masses and d u r ing  o b i t  

t im e .  The p a r i s h  g u i l d s  were a v o lu n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a i t y  p r i ­

m a r i l y  f o r  th e  purpose o f  p ray ing  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  and t h e  dead ,  

and members were expec ted  t o  a t t e n d  th e  r e g u l a r  g u i ld  s e r v i c e s .  Prayer  

was a communal e f f o r t ,  and t h e  p a r t  o f  o n e ' s  ne ighbors  in  t h a t  endeavor 

was deemed to  be most h e l p f u l .  William Wheler c a r e f u l l y  made p ro v i s io n  

f o r  th e  bel l  man o f  t h e  town to  go about  eve ry  y e a r  "with h i s  be l l  to 

cause  t h e  people to  pray  f o r  my soul."®®

Twelve C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money to  laymen w i th  t h e  pro­

v i s o  t h a t  th e y  were to  pray  f o r  t h e  soul  o f  t h e  donor.  Three o f  them 

named s p e c i f i c  l a ype rsons  to  p ray ,  in c lu d in g  a b l in d  man, women, and a 

c e r t a i n  " l i t t l e  Thomas," paying them each 3 s .  4d.  o r  6 s .  8d.  One o f

the  la ypersons  was a t e n a n t ,  and i t  i s  probab le  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  who

were to  pray  were s e r v a n t s  or  t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  g en t lem en-donors . One
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C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r ,  Agnes Bownde, l e f t  1 0s .  to  a t e n a n t  on t h e  c o n d i ­

t i o n  t h a t  he go on p i lg r im age  f o r  her  t o  C an te rbu ry ,  Walsingham, and 

Ipswich ,  among o t h e r  p l a c e s .  Four o t h e r  t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money, from 

4d.  t o  1 2 d . ,  t o  "eve ry  godch i ld"  to  p ray ,  a f f i r m i n g  t h e  importance  o f  

t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p . ^ ®  All o f  t h e  above b e q u e s t s ,  though ,  were 

to  people known p e r s o n a l l y  t o  t h e  t e s t a t o r ;  perhaps more i n t e r e s t i n g  

was t h a t  9 o f  t h e  12 people who l e f t  money to  laymen f o r  p ray e r s  gave 

mere ly  to  " th e  p o o r , "  who were t o  meet c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  such as 

a t t e n d a n c e  a t  an annual  a n n i v e r s a r y  mass,  a t  b u r i a l ,  o r  on t h e  month 

day.

The p ray e r s  o f  t h e  poor were th ough t  t o  have exc e p t io n a l  i n f l u ­

ence with  God, whose son was once a poor man. As t h e  m y th ica l  Pauper 

s a id  t o  Dives:

Wytdrawe nought |)in ^ f t e  from hym |)at i s  in  t r i b u l a c i o u n .  Turne 
nought awey | )in face  from t h e  nedy ne t u r n e  nought | j inne eyne awey 
from th e  h e l p e l e s  and th e  pore ne yeve hym noo cau se  f o r  to  c u r s e  
|)e. For } y f  he cu r se  (Je in  b y t t e r n e s s e  o f  s o u l e ,  h i s  p rey e re  shal 
been he rd ,  f o r  God ()at made hym shal  heryn hym.

The Dreamer in  P i e r s  Plowman c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  poor and th e

le a rn e d  c l e r i c s  as  f o l l o w s :

In o t h e r  words ,  none a r e  more e a s i l y  seduced from t h e  r i g h t  b e l i e f s  
than  c l e v e r  s c h o l a r s  who s tu d y  a l o t  o f  books;  and none a r e  sooner 
saved o r  a r e  f i r m e r  in  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  than  s imple  ploughmen and shep­
herds  and poor common l a b o u r e r s .  For by pure f a i t h ,  t h e s e  c o b b l e r s ,  
herdsmen,  and p e a s a n t s ,  who know so l i t t l e  and whose e a r t h l y  l i v e s  
a r e  so im p e r f e c t ,  can p i e r c e  with  a s i n g l e  P a t e r n o s t e r  t o  th e  
p a l a c e  o f  Heaven; and when th e y  d i e ,  pass th rough P urga to ry  un­
s ca th e d  in t o  t h e  b l i s s  o f  P a r a d i s e . / I
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S ec t ion  3C: Other Benefac t ions

Almsgiving to  t h e  poor was a f a v o r i t e  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  Middle Ages, 

th ough t  to  be good f o r  t h e  soul and a means o f  l a y in g  up r i c h e s  in  th e  

nex t  w or ld .  One o f  t h e  purposes o f  c h a r i t y ,  even though u n s t a t e d ,  was 

t h e  purchase  o f  p r a y e r s ,  a s  exp res sed  by t h e  Dreamer in  P ie r s  Plowman: 

"So my a d v ic e  t o  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  peop le  i s  t o  b u i ld  t h e i r  l i v e s  on c h a r ­

i t y ;  f o r  C h a r i t y ,  most c e r t a i n l y ,  f r e e s  th e  s p i r i t ,  and r e l e a s e s  many 

s o u l s  from Purga to ry  by i t s  p r a y e r s . "  The v i r t u e  o f  c h a r i t y  was va lued  

by a number o f  C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s ;  from 1485 th rough  1529 t h e r e  were 

39 t e s t a t o r s  who made some kind o f  b e n e fa c t io n  to  t h e  poor (Table 16 ) ,  

w ith  on ly  9 o f  th o s e  t e s t a t o r s ,  as  a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  ment ion­

ing t h a t  t h e  poor were t o  pray  f o r  th e  donor .  A few gave to  th e  poor 

in a c e r t a i n  p a r i s h ,  o r  even to  t h e  poor in  every  p a r i s h ,  as  d i r e c t e d  

by t e s t a t o r  Agnes Bownde, "40s.  t o  be d iv id ed  unto eve ry  p a r i s h  a c c o rd ­

ing to  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p le . "  More common were alms o r  sometimes 

bread g iven  to  t h e  poor on b u r i a l  day and on th e  month day,  p robab ly  

w i th  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  having t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  in  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  t h e  requiem 

masses on th o s e  days .  Five t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money to  be given weekly,  

u s u a l l y  on F r id a y ,  to  a c e r t a i n  number o f  poor people  f o r  a s p e c i f i e d  

pe r iod  o f  t im e ,  from 1 y e a r  t o  20 y e a r s ;  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  each one o f  

th o s e  f i v e  donors s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p ray e r s  o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  were ex­

pe c t e d ,  p robably  because a s i z a b l e  sum was in v o lv ed .  As John Salough 

put  i t :  "To f i v e  bedefo lk  they  t o  pray  f o r  my s o u l ,  my w i f e ' s  s o u l ,

and a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u ls  f o r  3 y e a r s ,  every  one o f  them t o  have week and 

weekly,  3 d . ,  on t h e  F r iday  in  every  week t o  be paid  by th e  hands o f  my 

e x e c u t o r s . "  Other donors r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  poor a t t e n d  a memorial mass 

f o r  t h e  donor on the  F r id a y s .  Sometimes food or  money were given to
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p r i s o n e r s  in  t h e  moothall  and in t h e  c a s t l e  on b u r i a l  o r  a n n i v e r s a r y  

days in  c o n j u n c t io n  w i th  t h e  g iv ing  to  t h e  poor .^^

Some t e s t a t o r s  were r a t h e r  more c r e a t i v e  in  t h e i r  g iv ing  than  

o t h e r s ;  Agnes Bownde, having a l r e a d y  given 4 0 s .  t o  t h e  poor in  every  

p a r i s h ,  w i l l e d  " t h a t  t h i r t e e n  o f  t h e  p o o re s t  women in  S t .  P e t e r ' s  and 

S t .  James ' p a r i s h  have a p e t t i c o a t  o f  w h i t e  ready  made to  w ear . "  She 

a l s o  l e f t  " to  James mine alms c h i l d  eve ry  y e a r  20s .  t o  h i s  f i n d i n g  t i l  

he be t e n  y e a r s  o ld  so t h a t  he be h o n e s t l y  kept  and found to  school 

. . . and then  to  be s e t  a c r a f t . "  Bownde's husband,  Wi l l i am,  l e f t  " to  

t h e  m a rr i age  o f  t e n  maidens k3 6 s .  8d.  t h a t  i s  t o  each o f  them 6 s .  8d.  

And t o  o t h e r  t h r e e  maidens m arr iage  most p i t e o u s l y  chosen t3 ."^® Be­

q u es t s  to  a s s i s t  in  t h e  m arr i ages  o f  poor maidens were r a r e  in  Col­

c h e s t e r ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  were common e l se w h e re .  Some beques ts  to  t h e  

poor were given th rough  h o s p i t a l s ,  w ith  S t .  Anne's  be ing by f a r  th e  

most popu la r  r e c i p i e n t .  Usua lly  beques ts  to  S t .  Anne' s  were in  th e  

form o f  m a t t r e s s e s ,  s h e e t s ,  o r  c o v e r l e t s  f o r  t h e  alms beds ,  bu t  some­

t imes  money was given to  t h e  g u i l d  which was a t t a c h e d  to  S t .  A n n e ' s .

In a d d i t i o n  t o  beques ts  f o r  t h e  poor ,  o t h e r  g i f t s  f o r  t h e  w e l ­

f a r e  o f  t h e  peop le ,  such as  f o r  highways o r  e d u c a t io n ,  were t o  t h e  ben­

e f i t  o f  t h e  d o n o r ' s  s o u l ,  but t h e y  a l s o  helped  t o  p rov ide  a r a t i o n a l e  

f o r  t h e  townsmen's  p u r s u i t  o f  money. As L e s t e r  K. L i t t l e  n o t e d ,  such 

ph i lan th ropy  "he ld  one o f  t h e  keys to  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p ro f i t -m a k in g . "  

Will iam Langland touched  on t h a t  idea in  P i e r s  Plowman in  a s e c t i o n  

about  t h e  pardon r e c e iv e d  by P i e r s :

But t r u t h  s e n t  th e  merchan ts  a l e t t e r  under His s e c r e t  s e a l ,  
t e l l i n g  them to  buy up b o ld ly  a l l  t h e  b e s t  goods th e y  could g e t ,  
then  s e l l  them a g a i n ,  and use t h e  p r o f i t s  to  r e p a i r  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  
and to  he lp  f o lk  in t r o u b l e —to  g e t  th e  bad roads  mended q u ic k ly  
and r e b u i l d  t h e  broken b r i d g e s —to  enab le  poor g i r l s  t o  marry o r
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t o  e n t e r  n u n n e r i e s — to  feed t h e  poor and th e  men in p r i s o n s - - t o  
send boys t o  school o r  a p p r e n t i c e  them t o  a t r a d e ,  and t o  a s s i s t  
R e l ig io u s  Orders and g iv e  them b e t t e r  endowments . — "And i f  you w i l l  
do t h e s e  t h i n g s , "  s a id  T ru th ,  "I m yse l f  w i l l  send you S t .  Michael 
my Archangel when you d i e ,  so t h a t  no dev i l  s h a l l  harm your  sou ls  
o r  make you a f r a i d ;  and he w i l l  ward o f f  d e s p a i r ,  and l e a d  your  
s o u l s  in  s a f e t y  to  meet  my s a i n t s  in  Heaven."

The merchants  were p leased  w i th  t h i s ,  and many o f  them wept
f o r  j o y .  . . .

In C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s ,  16 persons  (Table 16) gave from 2 s .  to  t l 3  6 s .  8d.  

each f o r  the  improvement o f  r o a d s ,  o r  in  Richard B a l l ' s  d e s c r i p t i v e  

p h r a s e ,  f o r  t h e  " r e p a r a t i o n  o f  fowle w a ie s . "  A few o f  t h e  more p ro s ­

perous a l s o  gave money f o r  o t h e r  m i sc e l l a n e o u s  c i v i c  improvements such 

as  t h e  g i f t  o f  3 s t a t u e s  to  be p laced  o ver  t h e  East  Gate and t20  f o r  

" the  amendment o f  t h e  c r e e k  in  C o lc h e s te r  Heath ."  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  on ly  

2 t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money f o r  e d u c a t io n .  Thomas C r i s tm as '  e s t a b l i s h m e n t

o f  Westons School has a l r e a d y  been n o te d ,  and E l i z a b e th  Harmanson's t40

beques t  was not  to  be used in C o l c h e s t e r ,  but  was f o r  " th e  founda t ion  

o f  a fe l lo w "  in  Cambridge U n iv e r s i t y . ^ *

A l t o g e t h e r ,  a lmsgiv ing  to  the  poor or  f o r  o t h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  pu r ­

poses i s  to  be found in 45 or  22% o f  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  w r i t t e n  by th e  

l a i t y  (Table 16 ) .  P u t t i n g  the  a lm sg iv ing  t o g e t h e r  w i th  the  o t h e r  c h a r ­

i t a b l e  g iv ing  to  t h e  p a r i s h  church  and f o r  p rayers  in  t h e  p a r i s h  church  

or  in  r e l i g i o u s  houses ,  we have a t o t a l  o f  154 w i l l s  o u t  o f  203,  or  

76%, which engaged in  c h a r i t a b l e  and r e l i g i o u s  g iv i n g ,  which economi­

c a l l y  would have a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w ea l th  in  

t h e  borough.
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S ec t io n  3D: Evidence o f  Communal Concern

Pious works had more than  economic e f f e c t s ,  though;  a communal 

bonding was c r e a t e d  by t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y .  Bequests  to  t h e  p a r i s h  

church o r  to  t h e  poor hé lped  t o  draw t h e  community t o g e t h e r ,  but  more 

b a s i c a l l y  a communal nexus stemmed from th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p raye rs  f o r  

e a s in g  th e  h o r ro r  o f  P u rg a to ry ,  a f a t e  common to  a l l .  Based on th e  

idea  from a t  l e a s t  as  e a r l y  a s  th e  9 th  c e n t u r y  t h a t  one could  perform 

an a c t  o f  penance f o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  one could pray  f o r  a n ­

o t h e r ' s  soul a f t e r  dea th  developed i n t o  a communal a c t i v i t y .  One e v i ­

dence o f  th e  seek ing  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  s e c u r i t y  was th e  fo rmat ion  of  r e l i ­

g ious  g u i l d s ,  l a y  bro therhoods  which w ere ,  in Lionel R o thk rug ' s  grand 

w o rd s , " t r iu m p h a n t  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  s o t e r i o l o g i c a l  democracy."  Rothkrug 

s e e s  an im por tan t  s h i f t  i n  p u r g a t o r i a l  p i e t y  dur ing  th e  upheava ls  o f  

th e  14th  c e n t u r y  from th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s imple  s u b s t i t u t i o n  to  t h e  p r i n ­

c i p l e  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  which was f u l l y  developed in Eng­

la nd  by th e  t ime t h e  Tudors were on t h e  t h r o n e .  All o f  t h e  community 

was informed by th e  church  b e l l s  when t h e r e  was a bu r ia l  s e r v i c e  or  

when a n n i v e r s a r y  masses were being s a i d ,  and even th e  poor o f  t h e  com­

muni ty  were drawn in to  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .

Evidence f o r  f e e l i n g s  o f  communal bonding can be found in  the  

d i r e c t i o n s  fo r  a r r a n g i n g  fo r  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  soul a f t e r  d e a t h .  Fre­

q u e n t l y ,  t e s t a t o r s  named a number o f  people  who were t o  be remembered 

in  p r a y e r ;  j o i n e r  Will iam Neve d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a s t i p e n d i a r y  p r i e s t  pray  

f o r  a y e a r  " f o r  my s o u l ,  my f a t h e r  and mother ,  my wife and her  f a t h e r  

and mother . . .  and f o r  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s  which t h a t  God's  w i l l  i s  

t o  be prayed f o r . "  T e s t a t o r s  were not  t r y i n g  to  l i m i t  the  p raye r s  t o
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t h e i r  own in d iv id u a l  needs ,  a l though  they  were most  c e r t a i n l y  concerned 

fo r  t h e i r  own s o u l .  Often t h e  p h ra s e s ,  " f o r  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s , "  or 

" fo r  my f r i e n d s , "  were inc luded  in  t h e i r  p raye r  d i r e c t i o n s ;  as  J .  C. 

Dickinson has remarked,  s p e c ia l  p ray e r s  and a lmsgiv ing  were no t  "a 

s e r i e s  o f  in d iv id u a l  e f f o r t s  to  jump th e  queue f o r  th e  e x i t  from pu r ­

g a t o r y . "  T e s t a t o r s  were aware o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  each o t h e r ;  

f o r  example,  Joan Ink ley  l e f t  20s .  f o r  t h e  Grey F r i a r s  to  s ing  2 t r e n ­

t a l s  " f o r  my soul and f o r  t h e  sou ls  t h a t  I am bound to pray  f o r , "  and 

her  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  a s t i p e n d i a r y  p r i e s t  were fo r  him " to  p ray  and s ing  

f o r  my s o u l ,  my husband 's  soul and th e  so u ls  o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s . "  John 

Byrch d i r e c t e d  t h a t  some r e c e n t l y  purchased la nd  and tenements  be so ld  

and th e  money rece iv ed  " to  be d isposed  f o r  my soul and f o r  t h e  sou ls  

t h a t  I bond f o r . "  Kathleen Wood-Legh, in  her s t u d i e s  o f  c h a n t r i e s ,  has 

noted  t h e  sense  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  among t h e  p io u s ,  though she says  t h a t  i t  

was based l e s s  on love  than  on fear .^®

Not o n ly  d id  t h e  pious develop a sense  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y ,  but  t h e  sense  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i th in  t h e  fam i ly  was s t r e n g t h ­

ened.  Rosenthal  found in  h i s  s tudy  o f  c h a n t r y  l i c e n s e s  and w i l l s  t h a t  

a high p ro p o r t io n  o f  donors named one o f  t h e i r  immediate fam i ly  as a 

c o - b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  th e  p raye rs  being s e t  up ,  with  t h e  w i f e - - o r  husband— 

and t h e  mother and f a t h e r  named most o f t e n .  The same was c e r t a i n l y  

t r u e  in  C o lc h es te r  w i l l s ,  and t e s t a t o r s  were o f t e n  generous enough to 

in c lu d e  m u l t i p l e  wives o r  husbands s in c e  th e  high m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  meant 

t h a t  many had been marr ied  more than once .  Will iam Breton a l s o  named 

h is  g randparen ts  and an a u n t ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  o t h e r  names were given 

but  w i th  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  i f  any.^® There was a s t rong  

urge to  name p a r e n t s ,  bu t  seldom c h i l d r e n ;  presumably each g en e ra t io n
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assumed t h a t  th e y  in  t u r n  would be prayed f o r  by t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  James 

Aleyn spoke o f  h i s  r eg a rd  f o r  h i s  p a r e n t s  when he l e f t  a sum o f  money 

to  h i s  e x ec u to r s  f o r  " d i s c h a r g in g  my deb t s  and o t h e r  works o f  c h a r i t y ,  

namely r e l i e f  o f  poor and needy b e g g a r s ,  bad highways near  t h e  town o f  

C o lc h e s te r  and o t h e r  uses  a s  may seem to  them r i g h t  and p l e a s i n g  to  a l ­

mighty  God and t o  use  in honor o f  t h e  s o u l s  o f  my p a r e n t s . "  Only 2 

w i l l s  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  be in c lu d ed  i n  t h e  p r a y e r s ,  and th e  

p r a y e r s  in  one o f  t h o s e  were t o  occur  on ly  i f  t h e  w i fe  and a l l  fou r  

d a u g h te r s  died  w i th o u t  h e i r s ,  in  which c a s e  t h e  t e s t a t o r ' s  dw el l ing  was 

t o  be s o ld  and t h e  money used " to  pray  f o r  my soul  and f o r  t h e  s o u ls  o f  

my w i f e ,  c h i l d r e n ,  and a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s .

P rayers  f o r  t h e  s o u l ,  t h e n ,  c r e a t e d  a bonding ,  connec t ing  th e

l i v i n g  with  t h e  dead in  t h e  fam i ly  and in  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  but  a l s o

fo rg in g  a u n i t y  among t h e  l i v i n g  in  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  to  p r a c t i c e  p i e t y ,

e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  communal p ra y e r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e

dead from P u rg a to ry .  P ray e r s  f o r  t h e  dead gave th e  community a t i e  
78w i th  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  a l s o  meant t h a t  t h e  community had a s t a k e  in  the  

f u t u r e ,  in i t s  d e s i r e  f o r  f u t u r e  p r a y e r s  f o r  i t s e l f .  Fur the rm ore ,  t h e  

l a i t y  had come t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on each  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  e xec u t ion  o f  pious 

works and were th e r e b y  b u i l d i n g  up co n f id e n ce  in  themselves  a s  s p i r i t ­

u a l l y  ca p a b le  peop le .

S ec t io n  4: Lay A d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  Pious Bequests

I t  has been assumed by Jordan and Rosenthal  t h a t  t h e  church  was 

t h e  pr imary a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  works o f  p i e t y ;  in  R o s e n th a l ' s  words,  

"Almost a l l  forms o f  medieval  g i f t  g i v i n g ,  whatever t h e  u l t i m a t e
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purpose and d e s t i n a t i o n ,  were a d m in i s t e re d  in t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  by 
79

t h e  c h u rc h . "  Whatever might  have been th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  

good works and p raye r s  r e q u e s t e d  by C o lc h e s te r  w i l l - m a k e r s ,  p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y  annual o b i t s  and a l m s g iv in g ,  were a lmos t  e n t i r e l y  a d m in i s t e re d  by 

l a i t y ,  ma in ly  by e x e c u to r s  but  a l s o  by churchwardens and guildsmen.  

True ,  p r i e s t s  were e s s e n t i a l  in th e  approach to  God in  p r a y e r ,  bu t  i t  

was t h e  l a i t y  in  C o lc h e s te r  who were a r r a n g i n g  and paying fo r  t h e  

p r a y e r s .  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  in p o l i t i c a l  

a f f a i r s  had been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  s p i r i t u a l  a f f a i r s .

S ec t ion  4A: Executo rs  o f  Will s

Naming an exec u to r  to  a w i l l  was l e g a l l y  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  

t h e  w i l l ,  f o r  i f  no exec u to r  was named, t h e  t e s t a t o r  was co n s id e re d  to  

have d ied  i n t e s t a t e .  Remarkable con f idence  was p laced  in  th e  e x e c u t o r ,  

a s  he o r  she not  o n ly  handled t h e  d i r e c t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  goods,  but  

a l s o  u s u a l l y  r e c e iv e d  th e  r e s i d u e  o f  goods with  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n ,  as  in 

Joan I n k l e y ' s  words to  her e x e c u t o r ,  her  s o n - in - l a w ,  to  use t h e  r e s id u e  

" to  b r ing  me to  t h e  e a r t h  . . . and to  d i s p o s e  in  deeds o f  c h a r i t y  f o r  

my soul and a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  as he t h i n k s  b e s t . "  Most t e s t a t o r s  named 

t h e i r  c l o s e s t  f am i ly  members as e x ec u to r s  and t h e r e f o r e  seemed to  have 

comple te t r u s t  in  them, whereas o t h e r s  f e l t  t h e  need f o r  some reminders  

as to  t h e  du ty  o f  e x e c u t o r s .  John A r g e n t i n e ' s  g e n t l e  cha rge  to  h is  

e x e c u to r s  reminded them t h a t  "my very  t r u s t  i s  in  them," whereas o th e r s  

used s t r o n g e r  m o t iv a t in g  language ;  e . g .  Roger Burgon warned h is  2 exec­

u t o r s  " to  perform t h i s  my l a s t  w i l l  . . .  as  th e y  w i l l  answer be fo re  

God a t  t h e  day o f  judgement. "  One wonders about  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in
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John Upcher ' s  f am i ly  a f t e r  h i s  warning t o  h i s  e x e c u t o r s ,  h i s  w ife  and 

son ,  " t h a t  they  s h a l l  d i s p o s e  t h e  f o r e s a i d  goods f o r  my soul and my 

f r i e n d s '  sou ls  as  th e y  w i l l  answer b e fo re  God a t  t h e  day o f  doom."®°

Not o n ly  d id  ex e c u to r s  handle t h e  s e c u l a r  l e g a c i e s ,  but  o v e r  and 

aga in  they  were mentioned as being r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m in i s t e r i n g  a l l  

s o r t s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  b us ines s  f o r  t h e  t e s t a t o r .  Margaret  Bayly be­

queathed to  her p a r i s h  church a " c lo t h  o f  s i l k  w i th  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  All 

Hallows t h e r e i n  and to  be bought by my e x e c u t o r s . "  Thomas Cl e r e  de ­

s i r e d  h i s  ex e c u to r s  to  p rov ide  a t a p e r  o f  wax to  be burned du r ing  th e  

s ing ing  o f  masses in  h i s  p a r i s h  church f o r  one y e a r .  E l i z a b e th  Harman- 

son bequeathed t26  " to  one p r i e s t  o r  to  s tu d e n t s  in  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

[Cambridge] a f t e r  the  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  mine e x e c u t o r s . "  Her husband,  beer- 

brewer Edmund Harmanson, d i r e c t e d  " to  t h e  Cross F r i a r s  t lO to  be paid 

by my ex e c u to r s  as th e y  see  t h e i r  r e p a r a t i o n s  done o r  e l s e  none.  . . .

I w i l l  t h a t  my beer  house . . . remain t o  my e x e c u to r s  and th e y  t o  f in d  

a good and hones t  p r i e s t  t o  s in g  f o r  me, and th e y  to  keep t h e  beer  

house in good r e p a i r . "  Agnes Bownde o rd e re d  " t h a t  I may be prayed f o r  

in every  p a r i s h  church  in  C o lc h e s te r  in  t h e  beadro l l  and a t  t h e  f r i a r y  

in  C o lc h e s te r  . . . f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and my e x e c u to r s  t o  a g re e  w i th  th e  

c u r a t e s  and f r i a r s  fo r  t h e  same." John G rene ' s  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  h i s  ex ec ­

u t o r s  were t h a t  they  "do say  fo r  my soul  c o n t i n u a l l y  a f t e r  my decease  

s ix  m asses ."  Grene obv io u s ly  meant t h a t  h i s  e x e c u to r s  were to  h i r e  one 

o r  more p r i e s t s  to  say t h e  m asses ,  bu t  many ex e c u to r s  d id  have t o  make 

d e c i s i o n s  about  t h e  type  o f  s p i r i t u a l  s e r v i c e s  which were to  be p ro­

vided f o r  t h e  t e s t a t o r s ;  widow Agnes Jonson p laced  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n f i ­

dence in  her  exec u to r  when she w ro te ,  " I  w i l l  t h a t  Thomas Browne, 

b r a s i e r ,  o f  C o lc hes te r  r e c e i v e  a l l  t h e  payment t h a t  cometh o f  my house
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in  More Lane and a p a r t  o f  t h a t  money t h a t  cometh t h e r e o f  to  be d i s ­

posed f o r  my s o u l ,  f o r  my husband 's  soul and a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s  as  i t  

s h a l l  seem th e  s a i d  Thomas Browne to  t a k e  as  i t  s h a l l  p l e a s e  him f o r  

h i s  l a b o r .

To f u l f i l l  t h e  b u s in es s  o f  ex ec u t in g  a w i l l  such as George 

A le y n ' s  might  t a k e  s e v e ra l  y e a r s ;  Aleyn wrote  " t h a t  my e x e c u to r s  s h a l l  

cause  t o  be sung f o r  my soul every  y e a r  d u r ing  t h e  term o f  f i v e  y e a r s ,  

ev e ry  q u a r t e r  o f  a y e a r  a t r e n t a l , paying f o r  every  t r e n t a l  10s .  and 

then  to  d i s t r i b u t e  to  poor and needy people  eve ry  q u a r t e r  . . . w i th  

eve ry  t r e n t a l  3 s .  4 d . "  The h i r i n g  o f  p r i e s t s  and t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

alms was v e ry  much t h e  b u s in es s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t o r ,  i t  seems, r a t h e r  than 

mere ly  handing o ver  money to  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  and assuming t h a t  he 

would a r r a n g e  i t  a l l .  T e s t a t o r s  were e s p e c i a l l y  c a r e f u l  to  pu t  l a y  

people  in  charge  o f  p r a y e r s  o r  alms which were to  t a k e  p la c e  o r  to  be 

g iven  over a p e r io d  o f  t im e .  The a n n i v e r s a r y  masses ,  o r  o b i t s ,  c e r ­

t a i n l y  f e l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  and when look ing  c a r e f u l l y  a t  t h e  43 

o b i t s  which were i n s t i t u t e d  by C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s  from 1485 to  1529 

in  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  27 o f  th o s e  t e s t a t o r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  named ex ec u to r s  

as  being in  charge  o f  y e a r l y  a r r an g em en ts ,  10 named churchwardens ,  1 

named th e  b a i l i f f s  o f  t h e  town, and 5 l e f t  i t  i n d e f i n i t e ,  a l though  we 

can p robab ly  assume t h a t  t h e  e x e c u to r s  were in  charge  o f  th o s e  5 a l so  

s i n c e  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  d id  no t  name anyone e l s e  ( s ee  Table 2 0 ) .  John 

B ardefe ld  was very  c l e a r  in  h i s  d i r e c t i o n s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t ,  w ith  t h e  r e n t  

from a c e r t a i n  f i e l d ,  "Margery my wife  my e x e c u to r  s h a l l  once a y e a r  

keep an o b i t  t h e r e w i t h  solemn f o r  my s o u l . "  A f te r  Margery’s decease  

t h e  la nd  and o b i t  were then  t o  "remain to  th e  hands o f  t h e  churchwar­

dens o f  S t .  L e o n a r d ' s . "  John Denby a l s o  w r o te ,  "I w i l l  t h a t  my
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Table 20

The A d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  Obit s  in  t h e  P a r i s h  Church

Total  ! No. Admin istered  by:
1 No. o f  

W i l l s
Reques t ing  

Obi t s Executors Churchwardens Other Uncer ta in

1485-99 15 7
1

4 2 . 1

1500-9 81 11 9 1 - 1

151 0-19 64 16 9 5 2

1520-9 42 9 5 2 1 1

T o ta l s 203
*

43 27 10 1 5

An a d d i t i o n a l  3 t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money o r  l a nds  fo r  o b i t s  in  one 
o f  t h e  C o lc h es te r  r e l i g i o u s  houses .  Four o f  th e  43 t e s t a t o r s  wanting 
o b i t s  in  a p a r i s h  church a l s o  wanted an o b i t  in  a r e l i g i o u s  house .  In 
a l l ,  12 o b i t s  were r e q u e s te d  in  C o lc h e s te r  r e l i g i o u s  houses ,  h a l f  o f  
them in  t h e  Grey F r i a r s .  Of t h e  12 o b i t s  in  r e l i g i o u s  houses ,  6 were 
a d m in i s t e re d  by t h e  houses th e m s e lv es ,  4 by e x e c u t o r s ,  1 by t h e  b a i ­
l i f f s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and 1 was u n c e r t a i n .

ex e c u to r s  o r  t h e  ex e c u to r s  o f  them s h a l l  y e a r l y  du r ing  th e  space  o f  18 

y e a r s  keep an o b i t  in  th e  s a id  church  o f  S t .  James fo r  my soul and a l l  

my f r i e n d s '  sou ls  to  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  5s .

Likewise,  t h e  g iv ing  o f  alms by t e s t a t o r s  was a lmost  com ple te ly  

handled by l a y  peop le .  Many o f  th e  alms to  t h e  poor or  p r i s o n e r s  were 

to be given a t  b u r i a l  o r  a t  o b i t  t im e ,  and th o s e  seem to  have been han­

d le d  by e x e c u t o r s .  T e s t a t o r s  were very  s p e c i f i c ,  however,  i f  th e y  were 

l e a v in g  alms to  be g iven weekly ,  which was in  every  c a s e  f o r  a per iod  

o f  one o r  more y e a r s  so t h a t  a s i z a b l e  sum o f  money was invo lved .  Five 

C o lc h es te r  t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money f o r  weekly a lm s g iv in g ,  and each o f  

th o s e  f i v e  donors c l e a r l y  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  h i s  l a y  execu to r  was t o  be in
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c h a rg e .  Thomas Cr is tm as  kept  h i s  e x e c u to r s  v e ry  busy;  he d i r e c t e d  in 

h is  w i l l  o f  1520 " t h a t  my e x e c u to r s  and t h e i r  e x e c u to r s  f o r  20 y e a r s  

a f t e r  my decease  do eve ry  F r id a y  d i s t r i b u t e  to  12 lame,  poor ,  and needy 

persons  in  C o lc h e s t e r  and t h e  12 poor persons  s h a l l  every  F r iday  come 

to  S t .  J o h n ' s  monaste ry  to  d e v o u t ly  hear  mass and p raye r  f o r  my soul  

about  my tomb, 12d .  Executors  to  d i s t r i b u t e  every  F r iday  f o r  20 y e a r s  

t o  th e  p r i s o n e r s  o f  t h e  c a s t l e  in meat  and d r i n k ,  12d ."  John Salough 

l i k e w i s e  l e f t  " to  5 bedefo lk s  they  to  pray f o r  my s o u l ,  my w i f e ' s  s o u l ,  

and a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s  f o r  3 y e a r s ,  everyone o f  them t o  have every  

week and weekly 3d.  on t h e  F r id a y  in  every  week to  be paid by th e  hands
O O

o f  my e x e c u t o r s . "

E x e c u to r s ,  t h e n ,  had power when i t  came to  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  p r i e s t s  

and th e  g iv in g  o f  a lms ,  and l a y  e x ec u to r s  were p r e f e r r e d  in  th o s e  c a s e s  

which r e q u i r e d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o v e r  a pe r iod  o f  t im e .  To be named th e  

e x ec u to r  o f  p ious  works p robab ly  meant t h a t  t h e  ex e c u to r  was c o n s id e re d  

t o  be p ious  o r ,  in  any c a s e ,  to  have a r e s p e c t  f o r  p i e t y .  Some t e s t a ­

t o r s  ev idenced  conce rn  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e i r  e x e c u t o r s ;  William 

Wheler s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  h i s  e x e c u to r s  were " to  r e c e i v e  3d.  every  t ime 

t h e y  spend 2d.  o f  t h e i r  own goods in  ex ec u t io n  o f  t h i s  w i l l . "  On th e  

o t h e r  hand,  some e x e c u t o r s ,  f i n d i n g  them se lves  near  dea th  w i th o u t  hav­

ing f i n i s h e d  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  being e x e c u t o r ,  were q u i t e  conce rned ,  as  

was Will iam Nicoll  who wro te  in  h i s  w i l l  o f  1529,  "I pu t  mine e x ec u to r s  

. . . in  f u l l  power and a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  I have in  t h e  e xec u t ion  . . .  o f  

t h e  t e s t a m e n t  o f  Rober t  Crakebone . . .  t o  s ee  i t  f u l f i l l e d  in  every  

p o i n t .

We have noted  t h a t  ex e c u to r s  were o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in t h e  perform­

ance o f  t h e  a c t s  o f  l a y  p i e t y ,  but  o f  c o u r s e  i f  th o s e  ex e c u to r s  were
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T ab le  21

Executors  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  W i l l s ,  1485-1529

F i r s t  Order Kin A f f in e s  and 
Other R e l a t i v e s

C le r i c s Other Non- Kin

Wives 121 S o n s - in - law 13 Parsons  3 F r iends^ 72
Sons 36 B ro th e r s  " 4 Others  6 Church­
B ro the rs 10 F a th e r s  " 3 wardens 4

Daughters 4 Other 8 M ise . 5

Mothers 3

Husbands^ 3
177 28 9 81

Total : 295 
execu to rs3

205 r e l a t i v e s  
69% o f  t o t a l

90 non-kin  
31% o f  t o t a l

Only 4 m a r r i e d  women made w i l l s ,  and t h e  f o u r t h  named her  son 
a s  e x e c u to r .

Many which I have c l a s s i f i e d  as  f r i e n d s  were p o s s i b l y  r e l a t i v e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n - l a w s .

^ In 198 w i l l s ;  t h e  o t h e r  5 l a y s  w i l l s  were incomple te  as they  
have come to  u s ,  o r  t h e y  were i l l e g i b l e  a t  t h e  end.  In t h e  198 w i l l s ,  
118 named s o l e  e x e c u t o r s ,  o f  which t h e r e  were 78 w iv es ,  12 s o n s ,  12 
f r i e n d s ,  5 s o n s - i n - l a w ,  3 husbands ,  2 p a r s o n s ,  1 former  a p p r e n t i c e ,  
and 5 a s s o r t e d  r e l a t i v e s .

main ly  c l e r i c s  then  we w i l l  no t  have proved very  much about  l a y  p i e t y .  

An a n a l y s i s  in Table 21 o f  t h e  e x e c u to r s  o f  t h e  198 w i l l s  whose execu­

t o r s  a r e  known shows t h a t ,  o u t  o f  295 ex e c u to r s  named, 121 were w ives ,

and 78 o f  th o s e  wives were s o l e  e x e c u t o r s .  In t h e i r  r o l e  a s  e x e c u t o r s ,  

widows he ld  economic power and were a l s o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  in  the

exec u t ion  o f  p raye r s  and pious works.  Many t e s t a t o r s  who named t h e i r

wives a s  s o l e  ex e c u to r s  exp res sed  c o n f id e n ce  in  them, r e v e a l i n g  what
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seemed t o  be a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e i r  w iv e s .  John Lyard l e f t  

h i s  r e s i d u e  o f  goods t o  h i s  w i f e ,  A l i c e ,  h i s  s o l e  e x e c u t o r ,  d e s i r i n g  

h e r  " to  d i s p o s e  them in  deeds  o f  c h a r i t y  as i t  s h a l l  seem b e s t  and 

where as most  need i s  and as I have shewed h e r  my mind in  d i v e r s  

t h i n g s . "  Of t h e  295 e x e c u t o r s  named, 177 were f i r s t - o r d e r  k in  (w ives ,  

s o n s ,  b r o t h e r s ,  d a u g h t e r s ,  m o t h e r s ,  and h u s b a n d s ) ,  and 28 were a f f i n e s  

o r  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s ,  w i th  a t o t a l  o f  205 e x e c u t o r s  o r  69% who were r e l a ­

t i v e s .  w r ig h ts o n  and L ev ine ,  in  t h e i r  s tu d y  o f  th e  Essex v i l l a g e  o f  

T e r l i n g ,  found t h a t  87% o f  th e  e x e c u t o r s  were k in  and on ly  13% were

n o n -k in ,  a g a in  p o i n t i n g  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  peop le  in  towns had t o  depend

more on f r i e n d s  th a n  d i d  t h o s e  in  s m a l l e r  v i l l a g e s .

The smal l  number o f  c l e r i c s ,  o n ly  n i n e ,  named as e x e c u t o r s  in 

p re -R e fo rm a t io n  C o l c h e s t e r  w i l l s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  e s p e c i a l l y  when we no te  

t h a t  on ly  two o f  t h o s e  c l e r i c s  were named as s o l e  e x e c u t o r s ;  in  a l l  t h e  

o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t h e  c l e r i c  s e rv e d  w i th  a l a y  e x e c u t o r .  I n t e r e s t i n g ,  t o o ,  

i s  the  f a c t  t h a t  no c l e r i c s  were named as s o l e  e x e c u t o r s  a f t e r  1506 and 

only  one as a c o - e x e c u t o r  a f t e r  t h a t ,  in  1533.  In on ly  one w i l l  was an

e x e c u to r  i n s t r u c t e d  to  g e t  th e  a d v ic e  o f  a c l e r i c ;  P e t e r  Borow's s o l e

e x e c u to r  was h i s  w i f e ,  and Borow s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  "my e x e c u t o r  u n d e r ­

w r i t t e n  by the  a d v i c e  o f  m a s t e r  p a r son  o f  S t .  N icho las  s h a l l  f i n d  an 

hones t  p r i e s t  t o  s in g  3 t r e n t a l s  o f  masses f o r  my soul  in  th e  Church o f  

S t .  N i c h o l a s . "  No doub t  o t h e r  e x e c u t o r s  s o u g h t  t h e  a d v ic e  o f  t h e i r  

p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  when h i r i n g  c h a p l a i n s  t o  say  p r a y e r s ,  and n in e t e e n  

c l e r i c s  were named as s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  w i l l s ,  which was an a d v i s o r y  p o s i ­

t i o n  o n l y .  In Norwich,  between o n e - f o u r t h  and o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  

t e s t a t o r s  chose a c l e r i c  as  an e x e c u t o r  o r  s u p e r v i s o r ,  whereas  only  

13% o f  C o l c h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  d id  s o .  Wealthy Thomas Cr is tm as  in  1520 '
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r e v e a l e d  th e  s t ro n g  r e l i a n c e  on l a y  ex e c u to r s  in  C o lc h e s t e r .  His w i l l  

expressed  c o n f id e n c e  abou t  th e  endurance  and l o n g e v i t y  o f  t h e  concern 

o f  l a y p e r so n s  f o r  p ious  a c t s  when he named a l a y  e x ec u to r  and w i l l e d  

" t h a t  my e x e c u to r s  and t h e i r  e x e c u to r s  f o r  fou r  s co re  y e a r s  fo l low ing  

my decease  s h a l l  y e a r l y  pay unto  t h e  wardens o f  t h e  Grey F r i a r s  

L3 6 s .  8 d ...................."87

S e c t io n  48:  Churchwardens

Also im p o r ta n t  in  t h e  system o f  p ious  works in  th e  l a t e  medieval 

per iod  were t h e  two churchwardens o f  every  p a r i s h  church .  A few t e s t a ­

t o r s  who seemingly  had no fam i ly  even named churchwardens as ex e c u to r s  

o f  t h e i r  w i l l s .  More o f t e n ,  though ,  churchwardens were named a s  r e c i p ­

i e n t s  o f  money, l a n d ,  or  an imals  s in c e  t h e  wardens were t h e  le ga l  

gu a rd ia n s  o f  a l l  p a r i s h  church  p r o p e r t y .  E lec ted  a n n u a l ly  in  most 

p l a c e s ,  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  churchwarden seems t o  have grown o u t  o f  th e  

g r e a t e r  involvement o f  a l l  p a r i s h i o n e r s  in  the  c a r e  o f  church  p ro p e r ty  

in  t h e  13th  c e n t u r y .  By t h e  Tudor per iod  some churchwardens had f a i r l y  

heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s — keeping  th e  church  c l e a n  and in  good r e p a i r ,  

s u p e r v i s i n g  any r e b u i l d i n g ,  managing church  p ro p e r ty  and s tock  l e t  ou t  

f o r  h i r e ,  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  funds and acc oun t ing  f o r  them a n n u a l l y ,  see ing  

t h a t  t h e  church  posse ssed  a l l  r e q u i s i t e  books and ornaments ,  o rg a n iz in g  

church  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  some o f  them f o r  p r o f i t  such as  church a l e s  and 

church  p l a y s ,  and p r e s e n t i n g  to  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t  any moral de ­

l i n q u e n c i e s  o f  e i t h e r  c l e r i c  o r  layman.  Some wardens a l s o  provided  f o r  

t h e  poor o u t  o f  church  funds  in  em ergenc ie s ,  and t h i s  f u n c t i o n  was to
QQ

become a major one in  t h e  E l izab e th an  p e r io d .
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No doubt t h e  two churchwardens in  each p a r i s h ,  seemingly  chosen 

by a l l  o f  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  were r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r s  who r e s p e c t e d  

p ious  ways.  In Oxford t h e  churchwardens were o f t e n  drawn from th e  

upper ranks  in  s o c i e t y ,  but  t h i s  was no t  g e n e r a l l y  t r u e  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  

where t h e  upper  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y  found t h e i r  o u t l e t  in  borough a f f a i r s .  

We have th e  names o f  a number o f  churchwardens ,  c o l l e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  

from t h e  borough c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  and though l e a d e r s  in  t h e i r  p a r i s h ,  a l ­

most none were above t h e  second rank in  borough a f f a i r s .  The 1521-22 

borough c o u r t  r e c o rd  y i e l d s  t h e  names o f  6 churchwardens f o r  t h a t  y e a r ,  

and though i t  i s  a small sampl ing ,  a u se fu l  p i c t u r e  can be drawn from 

th o s e  6 men ( s ee  Appendix 5 ) .  All were from p a r i s h e s  in o r  a d j o in in g  

t h e  c e n t r a l  marke t  a r e a  ( S t .  P e t e r ’s ,  S t .  Runwald’s ,  and All S a i n t s ' ) ,  

one was a gentleman and th e  o t h e r  o ccu p a t io n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  were c a r d -  

maker,  husbandman, su rgeon ,  and t a i l o r .  In t h e  l a y  s ubs idy  o f  1524-25,  

t h e i r  w ea l th  ranged from 40s .  to  t l 4  in  goods ,  and two o f  them l a t e r  

s e rved  on t h e  Second Council o f  t h e  borough and as c o n s t a b l e s  from 

t h e i r  p a r i s h .  Fur the rm ore ,  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  churchwarden does not  n e c e s ­

s a r i l y  seem t o  have been a s t e p p in g  s to n e  to  t h e  ho ld ing  o f  an o f f i c e

in t h e  borough,  a s  on ly  e i g h t  aldermen had eve r  been churchwardens ,  so 
89f a r  as  we know.

Having a say  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  churchwardens no doubt  

gave t h e  people more o f  a sense  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s h i p  in  t h e  lo c a l  church 

than  would have been t h e  case  i f  t h e  c l e r i c s  had been c om ple te ly  in  

c o n t r o l .  C e r t a i n l y  th e  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  r e f l e c t  a s t r o n g  sense  o f  con­

f id e n c e  in  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  churchwardens and in  t h e i r  hand l ing  o f  

money and p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  church  and f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p r a y e r s .  

Wealthy Thomas Cris tmas  d i r e c t e d  h is  e x e c u to r s  to  pay "unto th e
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churchwardens in every  p a r i s h  church w i th in  t h e  town o f  C o lc h e s te r  to 

th e  use o f  t h e  churches  6 s .  8 d . "  John Burwod had o n ly  h i s  house to  

g iv e ;  he l e f t  i t  to  h is  w i f e ,  but  " a f t e r  her  decease  I bequeath my 

house unto  t h e  p a r i s h  church  o f  S t .  Botolph t h e  churchwardens to  put i t  

t o  t h e  r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a i d  church  where most  need i s . "  Two women 

l e f t  houses to  t h e  churchwardens o f  S t .  Leonard 's  p a r i s h  to  be used as 

a lmshouses ,  which meant t h a t  t h e  wardens would have to  s e l e c t  poor peo­

p le  t o  l i v e  in  t h e  houses and keep them in  r e p a i r .  A few t e s t a t o r s  

l e f t  cows t o  be h i r e d  o u t  by th e  churchwardens in  c o u n t ry  p a r i s h e s  to  

e s t a b l i s h  l i g h t s  in  t h e  c h u rc h e s ;  Margaret  Barty  wanted "two kine  

bought and d e v l iv e r e d  to  t h e  churchwardens o f  S t .  G i le s  to  m a in ta in  t h e  

l i g h t  o f  S t .  Anthony p e r p e t u a l . "  O ccas io n a l ly  deeds recorded  in  t h e  

borough c o u r t  r evea l  t h a t  churchwardens were s e l l i n g  p r o p e r ty  l e f t  to  

t h e  ch u rc h ,  but  as  one deed s t a t e d ,  "by th e  unanimous a s s e n t ,  consen t  

and perm iss ion  o f  t h e  whole body o f  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  t h e  p a r i s h . "  

William Pylgryme s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  h i s  legacy  to  t h e  church was " to  be 

d isposed  . . .  by t h e  a d v ice  o f  t h e  church and the  churchwardens o f  th e  

s a id  church o f  Lexden." Only one w i l l  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  parson a l s o  be 

c o n s u l t e d ;  Richard Ruoke o rde red  t h a t  h is  "tenement be s o ld  by mine 

e x e c u to r s  and th e  money t h e r e o f  r e ce iv ed  I w i l l  t h a t  th e  churchwardens 

then  being and o t h e r s  o f  t h e  hones t  men o f  t h e  same p a r i s h  s h a l l  r e ­

c e i v e  t h e  s a id  money and th e y  to  bestow i t  in such t h i n g s  to  t h e  honor

and worship  o f  God by them most n e c e ss a ry  and needful  to  be done w i th in

th e  s a id  church  as  to  books,  v e s tm e n ts ,  copes o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  t h e

honor and worship o f  God."^®

The c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p raye r s  in a n n i v e r s a r y  masses f o r  t h e  dead 

was d i r e c t l y  e n t r u s t e d  t o  churchwardens by 10 t e s t a t o r s  ( s ee  Appendix



265

5B),  and o t h e r  p ro p e r ty  and o b i t s  came under the  o v e r s i g h t  o f  the  war­

dens a f t e r  ex ec u to r s  d i e d .  Cows and sheep were l e f t  t o  t h e  s u p e r v i ­

s ion  o f  churchwardens in  c o u n t ry  p a r i s h e s ,  and o t h e r  wardens were en­

t r u s t e d  with  houses ,  l a n d ,  and a farm to  be l e a se d  so t h a t  y e a r l y  

p ray e r s  could  be s a id  f o r  t h e  donors .

Though c l e r i c s  were most c e r t a i n l y  n e c e ss a ry  f o r  t h e  say ing o f  

p r a y e r s ,  l a y  people  had p laced  enormous t r u s t  in  t h e i r  f e l l o w  l a i t y  f o r  

t h e  c o n t in u in g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  s o u l .  We noted 

e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e  Guild o f  Jesus  Mass seemed to  be f r e e  o f  c l e r i c a l  con­

t r o l ,  so t h e  guildsmen,  e x e c u t o r s ,  and churchwardens—t h e  l a y  adm in is ­

t r a t o r s  o f  pious  works—were a l l  a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  communal e f f o r t  to  

p r a c t i c e  p i e t y  and t o  m i t i g a t e  th e  pa ins  o f  P u rg a to ry .  Though the  ob­

j e c t  was to  g e t  o n e ' s  own soul t o  heaven,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  r e l y i n g  on 

o t h e r s  r e l i e v e d  th e  p rocess  o f  s a l v a t i o n  o f  i t s  p u re ly  s e l f i s h  concerns 

as good works and even p r a y e r s  ex tended themselves  to  o t h e r s .  The 

l a i t y  had found t h a t  one could perform an a c t  o f  penance f o r  a n o t h e r ,  

and th e y  found t h a t  th e y  could  even pray  f o r  a n o t h e r .  They saw t h a t  

people  in  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e  c l e r g y  and th e  poor ,  had s p e c ia l  a c ­

c e s s  t o  God. The r i c h  too  had s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  f i n d  God—t h e i r  

wealth  could  perform many good works and could  buy th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  many 

p r i e s t s .  The townsman a l s o  wanted s a l v a t i o n ,  and so he developed h is  

g u i l d s  and systems o f  mutual r e l i a n c e  f o r  t h e  a t t a in m e n t  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  

I f  t h e  poor ,  t h e  c l e r g y ,  and t h e  r i c h  had t h e i r  s p e c ia l  a c c e s s  to  God, 

th e  townsmen would f in d  i t ,  t o o - - a n d  th e y  d i d .  And in  t h e  communal 

f i n d i n g  o f  ways and means toward t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e  towns­

men a l s o  found a co n f id e n ce  in  the m se lves .  The s t ro n g  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  

o b i t s ,  both th o s e  t h a t  th e y  a r r an g ed  themse lves  and th o s e  t h a t  they
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a t t a i n e d  th rough  t h e i r  f e l low  guildsmen,  ev idences  an u rg en t  need t o  be 

remembered a s  i n d i v i d u a l s .  They found themselves  to  be o f  w or th ,  and 

th e y  d id  no t  want to  be f o r g o t t e n ,  e i t h e r  by God o r  by t h e i r  fel lowmen. 

Though th e y  were in  t h e  m ids t  o f  communal e f f o r t s  toward s a l v a t i o n ,  

th e y  were a l s o  i n d i v i d u a l s  wan ting  to  be remembered.  In f i n d i n g  va r ie d  

and c r e a t i v e  ways t o  p r a c t i c e  persona l  d e v o t i o n ,  t h e i r  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  

v a l i d a t e d  and s t r e n g th e n e d  t h e i r  f am i ly  l i f e  and t h e i r  c i v i c  l i f e .

T he i r  devo t ion  to  God's ways gave them th e  co n f id e n ce  to  proceed  in  t h e  

p u r s u i t  o f  p r o f i t ,  f o r  th e y  had found how to  use p r o f i t  " to t h e  honor 

and worsh ip  o f  God."

S e c t io n  5: P i e t y  and t h e  Borough o f  C o lc h e s te r

Though t h e  l a t e  medieval  townsman had c e r t a i n l y  become more s e ­

c u re  in  h i s  s t a n c e  b e fo re  God and be fo re  man, y e t  h is  mental  s e t  was 

h a rd ly  t h a t  o f  rampant i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  s in c e  h i s  p i e t y  was p r i m a r i l y  ex­

p ressed  communally.  F i r s t  o f  a l l  i t  was expressed  w i th in  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  t h e  c h u rc h ,  y e t  t h e r e  a r e  d e f i n i t e  s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  peop le  were not  so c o m p le te ly  d i r e c t e d  toward th e  church  as 

were th o s e  in  some o t h e r  towns .  Compared to  Norwich,  very  few o f  th e  

sons o f  C o lc h e s te r  i n h a b i t a n t s  were going i n t o  t h e  church ,  t h e r e  was 

f a r  l e s s  r e l i a n c e  on th e  c l e r g y  in  t h e  ex ec u t io n  o f  w i l l s ,  and t h e r e  

was l e s s  devo t ion  t o  v o t i v e  l i g h t s  and to  p ra y e r s  f o r  t h e  dead .  Also ,  

t h e  su p p o r t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  houses in C o lc h e s t e r  was l e s s  than  in  towns 

such as York and London ( s ee  Table 2 2 ) .  Communal e x p re s s io n s  o f  p i e t y  

were to  be found in  r e l i g i o u s  g u i l d s  in  C o l c h e s t e r .  I t  has been s a id  

t h a t  t h e  l a t e  medieval  pe r io d  was a golden age o f  small l a y  a s s o c ia t io n s
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Table 22

The P r a c t i c e s  o f  T r a d i t i o n a l  P i e t y - -  
Comparison o f  C o lc h e s te r  and Other Towns

Act o f  P ie ty In C o lc h e s te r  Wi lls In t h e  W i l l s  i 
o f  Other Towns

Sons who were c l e r i c s 4%, 1485-1 529 Norwich: 10-11%, 
1370-1532

L e f t  a t  l e a s t  L5 f o r  
masses and p raye rs

22%, 1485-1529 Norwich: 40%, 
1489-1532

Bequests  f o r  v o t i v e  
1 i g h t s

6,5%, 1518-1532 Norwich; a lmost  50%, 
1518-1532

Bequests  to  an 
o r d e r  o f  f r i a r s

19%, 1485-1529 Norwich: 44% 
1370-1532

London : 35.6% 
1401 -1 530

York: 33%, 
1501-1538

Mentioned a g u i ld 13%, 1485-1529 Norwich: about  14%, 
1370-1532

Named a c l e r i c  as  an 
ex e c u to r  o r  s u p e r ­
v i s o r  o f  the  w i l l

13%, 1485-1529 Norwich: between 
25%-33%,
1 370-1532

Endowment o f  an o b i t 21%, 1485-1529 London : 21%,
1523-5,  1529-30

 ̂ From Tanner,  pp.  58, 206,  229-30,  245, 259; Thomson, " P i e t y , "  
189-90,  192; P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  227.

91
o f  p i e t y .  C o lc h e s te r  had i t s  "borough g u i ld "  o f  S t .  Helen and th e  

a c t i v e  p a r i s h  Guild o f  Jesus  Mass in  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church,  both c on t ro l led  

by t h e  l a i t y  y e t  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  chu rch ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s  C o lc h es te r  

had always had fewer g u i l d s  than  most towns.  With l e s s  dependency on 

t h e  church  and on g u i ld s  f o r  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  p i e t y ,  t h e  borough
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i t s e l f  p rov ided  a s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  e x p re s s io n  o f  conven t iona l  l a y  p i e t y  

in  C o l c h e s t e r .

Bernd M oel le r  sees  th e  l a t e  medieval  town in  Germany as  being a 

s a c r a l  community, co n s c io u s  o f  being r e l i g i o u s l y  d i s t i n c t i v e .  Col­

c h e s t e r  too  m a n i f e s t e d  a kind o f  c i v i c  p i e t y ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was no t  a r t i c ­

u l a t e d  a s  i t  was,  f o r  example,  by t h e  e a r l y  humanists  in  I t a l y .  Never­

t h e l e s s ,  C o l c h e s t e r ' s  governance and h i s t o r y  a f f o r d e d  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t ,  

encouragement,  and models f o r  t h e  c o n f i d e n t  performance  o f  pious  deeds .  

C o lc h e s t e r  had a long  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  and was a s  f r e e  o f  

o u t s i d e  c o n t ro l  as  a town in  England could  be.  As a royal  borough,  i t  

d id  no t  have l o c a l , powerful l o r d s  dominating  i t ,  and i t  had i t s  own 

c o u r t s  and J u s t i c e s  o f  th e  Peace .  I t  was t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  Colches ter  

borough governance which l a r g e l y  p rec luded  t h e  need f o r  g u i l d s .  Col­

c h e s t e r  was proud o f  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  as  a borough which i t  enjoyed "from 

t ime o u t  o f  mind,"  and C o lc h e s t e r  was proud o f  i t s  presumed connec t ion  

w i th  S t .  Helen,  t h e  mother o f  C o n s ta n t in e .

The l e a d e r s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  had developed  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  t h e  town, d a t i n g  a t  l e a s t  from t h e  14th  c e n t u r y .  The 

founders  o f  t h e  3 e a r l i e s t  c h a n t r i e s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a l l  founded in th e  

14 th  c e n t u r y ,  each  d e s ig n a t e d  t h e  b a i l i f f s  o f  t h e  town as  t h e  h o ld e rs  

o f  t h e  advowson o f  t h e  c h a n t r y  a f t e r  t h e  dea th  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s .  One o f  

t h e  r i c h e s t  c h a n t r i e s  in  C o lc h e s t e r  was founded by Joseph E l i a n o r e ,  who 

had h im se l f  been a b a i l i f f  in  t h e  mid-14th  c e n t u r y ,  and he was one o f  

th o s e  who put  h is  t r u s t  in t h e  b a i l i f f s ,  e x p ec t in g  c o n t in u in g  r e l i g i o u s  

l e a d e r s h i p  from them. The founding o f  t h e  Guild o f  S t .  Helen,  which 

a p p a r e n t l y  became th e  "borough g u i l d , "  invo lved  th e  founding o f  more 

c h a n t r i e s ,  arid t h e  g u i l d  r e c e iv e d  under i t s  s u p e r v i s io n  t h r e e  o th e r
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c h a n t r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  15th c e n t u r y .  The b a i ­

l i f f s ,  t h e n ,  were in  c o n t ro l  o f  a lm os t  a l l  o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  c h a n t r i e s .  

The b a i l i f f s  a l s o  a s s i s t e d  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s ;  from 1349 to  1508 the  

b a i l i f f s  and commonalty g r a n te d  to  Holy T r i n i t y  Church a dw el l ing  house 

f o r  t h e  r e c t o r .  The b a i l i f f s  a l s o  he lped  th e  r e l i g i o u s  houses ;  t h e  

borough in  1499 g ra n te d  t o  t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  messuages and la nds  so 

t h a t  th e y  could  be r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  in  C o lc h e s t e r .  The b a i l i f f s  a l s o  en­

couraged t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p ra y e r s  f o r  t h e  s o u l ;  in  1523 Robert  Everard 

e n t r u s t e d  t h e  b a i l i f f s  with  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  an o b i t  in  p e rp e t u i ty .  

The to p  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  town, t h e n ,  were assuming a l e a d e r s h i p  in  s p i r i t ­

ual m a t t e r s ,  p ro v id in g  a model f o r  t h e  o t h e r  l a y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  

pious works and p r a y e r s —t h e  gu i ldsm en ,  churchwardens ,  and execu to rs  

o f  w i l l s . 92

Char les  Phythian-Adams has noted t h a t  in Coventry t h e  h ighe r  

t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  townsman t h e  more did  he a t t e n d  church s e r v i c e s .  

Although h i s  p i e t y  might  be more symbolic than  genu ine ,  h i s  need t o  

e x h i b i t  p i e t y  t e l l s  us much about  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  community in 

rega rd  to  i t s  l e a d e r s .  We have no knowledge o f  t h e  fr equency  with  

which t h e  C o lc h e s te r  l e a d e r s  a t t e n d e d  d i v i n e  s e r v i c e s ,  but we can e v a l ­

u a t e  t h e  va lue  p laced  on p i e t y  by the  60% o f  t h e  aldermen between 1485 

and 1558 whose w i l l s  a r e  e x t a n t  ( see  Table 2 3 ) .  F i f t y  pe rce n t  o f  those  

aldermen m a n i f e s t e d  g r e a t  concern  f o r  t h e  deeds o f  p i e t y ,  and a n o th e r  

29% showed a moderate concern  f o r  p i e t y  and i t s  deeds .  The 50% p la c in g  

g r e a t  va lue  on th e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  was a h ig h e r  pe rce n tag e  than  in  th e  

genera l  w i l l -m ak ing  p o p u la t io n  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  which we found to  be 41% 

o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  from 1500 t o  1529.  The community wanted and expec ted  

more in  deeds o f  c h a r i t y  from i t s  l e a d e r s  than  was e v i d e n t  in  th e
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Table 23

Value Placed on Pious Deeds by Aldermen,  1485-1558

Out o f  63 a ldermen ,  t h e  va lue  p laced  on p ious  deeds by 38 aldermen 
can be e v a l u a t e d ,  m o s t ly  by the  use o f  w i l l s ,  bu t  a few from o t h e r  
ev idence  such as  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c h a n t r i e s  o r  a lmshouses .

Category I
Evidenced a high reg a rd  f o r  t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  . . . 19,  o r  50% 

Category II
Moderate rega rd  f o r  t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y ............................... 11 ,  o r  29%

Category I I I
Minimum regard  f o r  t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y ................................. 8 ,  o r  21%

community a t  l a r g e .  The deeds o f  p i e t y  d id  n o t  p la c e  one among t h e  

e l i t e  o f  t h e  borough,  f o r  money was t h e  c r u c i a l  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h e  

aldermanic  o f f i c e ,  but  being  an alderman d id  p la c e  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

upon one .  The r o l e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  was t o  p rov ide  c a r e f u l  and s t r i c t  

o rd e r  in  t h e  town, but  t h e r e  a l s o  seemed t o  be a genuine  sense  o f  s o c i a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  For many, a p a r t  o f  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was to  p rov ide
QO

a model o f  p i e t y .

We have a l r e a d y  no ted t h a t  C o lc h e s t e r  was more e l i t i s t  in  i t s  

governance than  was Oxford o r  even York. Only t h e  w e a l t h i e r  in Col­

c h e s t e r  could  be aldermen and a lm os t  a l l  o f  them came from t h e  more 

r e s p e c t a b l e  t r a d e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from c lo thm ak ing .  The d e fe ren c e  given 

to  the  to p  l e a d e r s  in  C o lc h e s te r  meant t h a t  th o s e  l e a d e r s  had g r e a t  i n ­

f l u e n c e ,  and th e  dominant  Cr is tmas  fam i ly  p rov ided  s t r o n g  s p i r i t u a l  

l e a d e r s h i p .  By a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  members o f  t h e  Cr is tm as  fami ly  were 

exemplary p a t t e r n s  o f  p i e t y ,  a t  l e a s t  in i t s  outward forms.  In t h e  

w i l l  o f  Thomas Cr is tmas  in  1520 ( s ee  Appendix 6 ) ,  Cristmas  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a school " to  t e a c h  grammar and o t h e r  v i r t u o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  and l e a r n i n g , "
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gave money to  each o f  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rc h e s ,  p rov ided  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u ­

t i o n  o f  money t o  th e  poor every  F r iday  f o r  20 y e a r s ,  l e f t  money f o r  t h e  

r e p a i r  o f  highways and t h e  River  Colne ,  p rov ided  bedding t o  t h e  Hospital 

o f  S t .  Anne, l e f t  money f o r  p r a y e r s  in  each o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  r e l i g i o u s  

houses and p rov ided  f o r  th e  main tenance  o f  sermons by the  Grey F r i a r s .  

His f a t h e r ,  Thomas, was t h e  bu rgess-M.P.  who he lped  w r i t e  t h e  f i r s t  

a ccount  o f  Pa r l i am en t  w r i t t e n  in Engl ish  in  1485,  so we know t h a t  t h e  

f a m i l i y  had some l e a r n i n g .  I t  was t h e i r  p a r i s h  ch u rc h ,  S t .  J a m e s ' ,  

which had a B ib le  a v a i l a b l e  in  i t ,  and whose p r i e s t ,  John Adam, l e f t  

h i s  devo t iona l  books f o r  t h e  use  o f  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  in  1491.  More 

than  l i k e l y  t h e  e l d e r  Thomas Cr is tm as  prov ided  a l a r g e  amount o f  t h e  

money f o r  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  S t .  James '  Church,  where th e  i n i t i a l s  

"T.C." a r e  s t i l l  to  be seen in  t h e  wall  o f  t h e  e a s t  end which was b u i l t  

a t  t h a t  t im e .  The Cr is tm as  fam i ly  was f o r t u n a t e  in  i t s  male progeny,  

and t h e i r  l o n g e v i t y  as l e a d e r s  ( th rough  1547) in  t h e  town must  have 

been a f a c t o r  in  t h e  development o f  l a i c  or thodox  s p i r i t u a l i t y  in  Col­

c h e s t e r .  Nor should we f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o s p e r i t y  and t h a t  o f  o t h e r s  

made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  them no t  o n ly  to  be l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  town but  to  ex­

p re s s  t h e i r  p i e t y  in  many deeds o f  c h a r i t y  which would be seen by a l l .  

They were models  o f  p ious a c t i o n s ,  showing t h a t  one could  use money 

r i g h t l y ,  f o r  t h e  good o f  o t h e r s  as well as  f o r  th e  h e a l th  o f  o n e ’s own 

s o u l ,  t h e re b y  he lp ing  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  p r o f i t .

Other f a m i l i e s  p rovided  models  o f  p i e t y  f o r  t h e  community, n o t ­

a b l y  t h e  C le re  fam i ly  who se rved  as  C o lc h e s t e r  aldermen f o r  most o f  t h e  

Tudor p e r io d .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  aldermen in  C o lc h e s t e r  seemed con­

s c i e n t i o u s  in  t h e i r  d u t i e s  and were aware o f  t h e i r  moral l e a d e r s h i p .

The r eco rd  o f  an i n q u i r y  i n t o  a w i l l  in  1492 beg ins  as f o l lo w s :
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We Thomas C r i s tm asse  the  e l d e r  and Nicho las  C l e r e ,  Bail l i e s  o f  t h e  
Town o f  C o l c h e s t r e ,  send g re tyng  i n  our  l o rd  God e v e r l a s t y i n g ,  . . . 
and f o r  a s  moche as  i t  i s  r i g h t  wel known t h a t  i t  i s  m e r i t e r u s  and 
meedefu ll  t o  t e s t y f y e  and he re  reco rd  in  e v e r i  m a te r  o f  t r o u t h e ,  to  
t h e n t e n t  t h a t  a l l  c o l l u s i o n  and f raude  myght be r e p r e s s i d  and p u t t e  
o u t  o f  t h a i r e  wrongful  c o u r s e ,  and r y g h t  and equyte  t h e  r a t h e r  to  
be more i n d i f f e r e n t l i  m y n i s t r e d .  . . .

Even as businessmen th e y  were aware o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b e fo re  God 

and t h e  p eop le ;  in  1489 Aldermen Thomas Cr is tm as  and Richard  B arke r ,  

"moved with  t e n d e r n e s s  by th e  p ray e r  o f  t h e  Commonalty, under took  t h a t  

th e y  themselves  would make, and b u i l d ,  a t  t h e i r  own p roper  c o s t s  and 

c h a r g e s , "  two m i l l s ,  one f o r  f u l l i n g  and t h e  o th e r  f o r  g r a i n ,  " to  t h e  

honour o f  God and t h e  Borough." No doubt t h e  m i l l s  a l s o  b e n e f i t t e d  th e  

pocketbooks o f  t h e  two a ldermen ,  but  t h e i r  g e s t u r e s  were a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  

w e a l th  and p i e t y  could  work t o g e t h e r  f o r  a l o f t i e r  pu rpose .  The b es t  

e f f o r t s  o f  th e  l e a d e r s  were going i n t o  th e  borough,  both  f o r  t h e  p ro s ­

p e r i t y  o f  t h e  town and f o r  " th e  w ea l th  o f  t h e i r  s o u l s . "  A p ie c e  o f  l and  

was g r a n te d  to  th e  P r i o r  o f  Holy Cross on January  14,  1516,  so t h a t  he

c ou ld  c e l e b r a t e  "de s k a la  c e l i " y e a r l y ,  "pro s a l u t a r i  p r o s p e r i t a t e  
94

v i l l e ." C o lc h e s t e r  l e a d e r s  were c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  ch u rch ,  

y e t  we have no reco rd  o f  any o f  t h e  sons o f  C o lc h e s t e r  aldermen going 

i n t o  t h e  c h u rch .  They had found t h a t  one cou ld  be p ious  in  t h e  borough 

w h i le  a l s o  v i g o r o u s l y  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  pursu ing  t h e i r  work in  t h e  world .

C e r t a i n l y  no t  a l l  o f  th e  aldermen were models o f  p i e t y ,  but 

t h e i r  t a s k  o f  keeping o r d e r  and p rov id ing  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  town 

was made more t o l e r a b l e  both f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s  and f o r  t h e  o t h e r  i n h a b i ­

t a n t s  when i t  was combined with  p i e t y .  T h e i r  pious a c t s  endorsed t h e i r  

r o l e  a s  l e a d e r s ,  and both th e y  and t h e  town were well se rved  by t h a t  

a f f i r m a t i o n .  Though t h e  town was a c e n t e r  f o r  p roduc t ion  and exchange 

w i th  th e  making o f  money as a g o a l ,  y e t  t h e  seeking  o f  God and th e  deeds
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Of c h a r i t y  provided  both a r a t i o n a l e  and a l e g i t i m i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  

economic p u r s u i t s .  P i e t y  c o u n te rb a la n c e d  t h e  money-making v e n tu re s  o f  

t h e  community by showing how to  use money r i g h t l y ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  o n e s e l f ,  

but  f o r  o t h e r s  in a way which was p l e a s i n g  to  God, even though one r e ­

mained in t h e  wor ld .  The p r a c t i c e  o f  l a y  p i e t y  promoted co n f id e n ce  in 

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  making a p r o f i t ,  s i n c e  one could  use t h a t  money in  

good works.  Economically ,  p i e t y  sp read  money around t h e  community; 

r a t h e r  than  keeping i t  e n t i r e l y  w i th i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  pious  gave money 

to  th e  ch u rc h ,  t o  t h e  poor ,  and to  t h e  community as a whole.  F u r t h e r ­

more,  t h e  wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  money had p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

community,  s in c e  each g e n e r a t i o n  in  C o lc h e s t e r  had to  prove i t s e l f .

Very few f a m i l i e s  in  C o lc h e s t e r  were w ea l thy  enough to  perform pious 

works and s t i l l  l e a v e  enough money f o r  t h e i r  sons t o  become l e a d e r s  

w i thou t  having to  work f o r  i t  t h e m s e lv e s .  P o l i t i c a l  power was t h e r e f o r e  

l e s s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  and was d i s p e r s e d  among a l a r g e r  number o f  f a m i l i e s .  

The d i f f u s i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  money meant ,  t o o ,  t h a t  each g e n e r a t i o n  

had to  develop  i t s  own c o n f id e n ce  and s e l f - r e l i a n c e ;  each g e n e r a t i o n  had 

t o  remain v i a b l e ,  o r  t h e  f a m i ly  q u ic k ly  d e c l i n e d .

Medieval l a y  p i e t y  a l s o  had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the  

t i e s  w i th i n  t h e  immediate f a m i ly ,  among th o s e  with  whom one had l i v e d  

i n t i m a t e l y .  The f r e q u e n t  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  soul r e q u e s te d  by t e s t a t o r s  

f o r  the m s e lv e s ,  t h e i r  s p o u se s ,  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s  connec ted  g e n e r a t i o n s  

t o g e t h e r ,  and t e s t a t o r s  a p p a r e n t l y  expec ted  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  pray  f o r  

them in  t h e  f u t u r e .  A sense o f  f am i ly  was b u i l t ,  w ith  an e x p e c t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  f a m i ly .  There was a l s o  a co n f id e n c e  in  t h e  f a m i ly ,  

m a n i fe s ted  by th e  heavy r e l i a n c e  on fam i ly  members as ex e c u to r s  o f  w i l l s .  

The va lue  o f  fam i ly  l i f e  was a f f i rm e d  by t h e  p i e t y  o f  i t s  l a y  members.
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and t h a t  in  i t s e l f  was a t h r e a t  to  t h e  ide a l  o f  c l e r i c a l  c e l i b a c y .

Phythian-Adams has no ted  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  town in  l a t e  

medieval England as a keeper  o f  c u l t u r e ,  w i th  i t s  c y c l e s  o f  myste ry  

p lays  and w i th  t h e  b e s t  o f  a r t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and music t o  be found in 

i t s  c h u r c h e s . 98 That  c u l t u r e  was n o t  s o l e l y  t h e  p roduc t  o f  p r i e s t s  or  

t h e  o rg an iz ed  c h u r c h ,  however; w i th o u t  t h e  w e a l t h ,  a d e s i r e  t o  seek  God, 

and t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  town would have l o s t  

much o f  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  C onve r se ly ,  t h e  urban s e t t i n g  helped develop 

th e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  layman,  f o r  t h e  townsman p robab ly  had a g r e a t e r  need 

than  h i s  r u r a l  c o u n t e r p a r t  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  f r i e n d s  in  l i v i n g  t h e  l i f e  

which was p l e a s i n g  to  God. The v i l l a g e r  had an extended  kin network;  

t h e  townsman o f t e n  d id  n o t .  I t  was in  t h e  town where t h e  la ype r son  had 

more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  hea r  serm ons ,  more v a r i e t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  exper ience ,  

more c o n t a c t  w i th  new id e a s  and l e a r n i n g ,  and t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  e x p e r i ­

ment w i th  a changing  ide a l  o f  p i e t y .  The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  town were ex­

pected  to  p rov ide  models o f  p i e t y ,  and th e y  were p robab ly  as su c c e s s fu l  

in  doing  so a s  most c l e r i c s  had been .
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Paston and Stonor  f u n e r a l s ;  M. Smith,  pp.  4 - 5 ,  f o r  d e t a i l s  o f  Henry 
V I I ' s  f u n e r a l ;  a l s o  Dickinson ,  L a te r  Middle Ages,  pp.  349-53.  and 
V a le ,  11-13.  ------------------------

30
W il ls  o f  E l i z a b e th  Harmonson, P.R.O. 1 Adeane; A l ic e  Haynes, 

E.R.O. D/ACRl/133; A l ic e  Kersey,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/103; Thomas C r is tm as ,  
P.R.O. 28 A y lo f fe .

31
W il l s  o f  P rynche t ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/54; Franke,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/35; 

P e t e r  Borow, E.R.O. D/ACRl/205.
32

Such as  Lexden, where William Pylgryme in  1506 l e f t  2 cows 
f o r  an o b i t  and to  be on th e  b e a d r o l l ,  w ith  any r e s i d u e  " to  be d i s ­
posed in meat and d r i n k , "  E.R.O. D/ACRl/117.
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33

E.R.O. D/ACRl/113

G o t t f r i e d ,  Bury, p.  184; Vdle,  11.
34

The deed ,  da ted  Nov. 11, 1517,  r e c o rd s  t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  t h a t
tenement by Downe's r em a r r ied  widow, t h e  h e i r  having r e c e n t l y  d ie d
w i th o u t  i s s u e .  An in d e n t u r e  accompanying t h e  deed s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
buyer " f i n d  an hones t  p r i e s t  t o  s in g  in  S t .  M a r t in s '  Church f o r  th e  
soul o f  John Downe and h i s  w ife  K a the r ine  f o r  one y e a r . "  C o lch .C .R . ,  
J a n .  11 ,  1518; Nov. 11 ,  1517.

36
E.R.O. D/ACR2/219. Thomson, " P i e t y , "  192,  found in  a 1523-5

r e g i s t e r  o f  w i l l s ,  20.9%, and in  a 1529-30 r e g i s t e r ,  21.2%.
37

W il ls  o f  Rokewood, P.R.O. 17 Horne; Norman, E.R.O. D/ACR2/153; 
N o r th e rn ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/190.

38
V e r t u e ' s  w i l l ,  d a ted  Jan .  28 ,  1486,  was e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  

C o lc h .C .R . ,  O c tober ,  1541; w i l l s  o f  R u f f u l l ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/155; Aleyn,  
P.R.O. 3 F e t i p l a c e ;  Camoke, E.R.O. D/ACRl/222; Pylgryme, E.R.O.
D/ACRl / 1 17.

39
W il l s  o f  Herde,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/184; Wheler ,  P.R.O. 24 Doggett .  

Will o f  Everard i s  summarized in  Morant ,  I I ,  53-4 .  On l i g h t s ,  h e r s e s ,  
and b e l l s ,  s ee  C u t t s ,  P a r i s h  P r i e s t s , pp. 311-15,  and Dick inson ,  La te r  
Middle Ages , p .  352.

40
W il ls  o f  B a rd e fe ld ,  P.R.O. 18 Adeane; Haslyngham, E.R.O. 

D/ACR2/2; C u r s to v e r ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/48; Wheler ,  P.R.O. 24 Dogget t .  The 
two o t h e r s  want ing o b i t s  on t h e  f i r s t  Monday in  Lent were John Salough,  
P.R.O. 3 F e t i p l a c e ,  and John Swayne, E.R.O. D/ACR2/22.

41
Quoted in  C u t t s ,  P a r i s h  P r i e s t s , pp. 210-11 .  See a l s o  M. 

Smith,  pp. 127-8.
42

W il ls  o f  Borow, E.R.O. D/ACRl/205; Wheler ,  P.R.O. 24 Dogget t ;  
B re to n ,  P.R.O. 39 HOrne; Agnes Bownde, P.R.O. 8 B e n n e t t .

^8 W i l l s  o f  Glede ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/138; Thurske ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/44; 
Aleyn,  P.R.O. 1 F e t i p l a c e ;  Borow, E.R.O. D/ACRl/205.

44
Chap lains  in  o t h e r  p la c e s  sometimes r e c e iv e d  l e s s ,  around t5  

a n n u a l l y ,  but  w ith  a few e a rn in g  a s  much as  blO p . a .  See P l a t t ,  Town, 
p.  170.

45
Will o f  Hervy, P.R.O. 17 M i l l e s ;  see  a l s o  t h e  w i l l  o f  John 

T y a l l ,  in  Benton,  "Essex W i l l s , "  260-1.

^8 W ill s  o f  Bear ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/200; Aleyn,  P.R.O. 1 F e t i p l a c e ;  
A bbo t t ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/30; C le r e ,  P.R.O. 17 Moone; P l a t t ,  Medieval 
Southampton (London: Routledge and Kegan Pau l ,  1 973 ) ,  pp.  188-9 ;  P l a t t ,
Town, pp.  169-70;  Wood-Legh, Perpe tua l  C h a n t r i e s , pp.  278-90.
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47
Morant ,  I I ,  45-51;  M a r t in ,  S to ry  o f  C o l c h e s t e r , pp.  33-4;  

P.R.O. E301/19.  For a h i s t o r y  o f  p e rp e tu a l  c h a n t r i e s ,  see  Wood-Legh, 
P e rpe tua l  C h a n t r i e s , and Thompson, P a r i s h  C le rg y , pp.  132-60;
Dick inson ,  La te r  Middle Ages , pp.  257-63.

48
P.R.O. 28 A y lo f f e ,  and see  Appendix 6 .

49
An example o f  a g u i l d  h i s t o r i a n  who chose t o  see  t h e  g u i l d s  

a s  p r i m a r i l y  s e c u l a r  was George Unwin, The Gilds  and Companies o f  
London, 4 th  ed.  (N.Y.;  Barnes and Noble,  1966) ,  o r i g i n a l l y  pub l i shed  
in  1908.  For an a s s e s s m e n t ,  s ee  Reynolds,  I n t r o d u c t i o n , p.  81 .

On t h e  1389 g u i l d  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  see  W estlake ,  P a r i s h  G i ld s ,  
c h a p t e r  4 ;  R. C. Fowler,  "The R e l ig io u s  G i lds  o f  Essex ,"  T . E . A . S . ,  n . s . ,  
12 (1913 ) ,  280-90.  --------------

88 The l i c e n s e  says t h a t  S t .  H e le n ' s  Guild was founded a-new; 
see  Morant I I ,  41 -3 ;  C u t t s ,  C o l c h e s t e r ,  d o . 102-3:  E.R.O. D/DRal/226.  
D/DRg6/8; P.R.O. 40 M i l l e s .

51
C olc h .C .R . ,  Oct.  23 ,  1516,  which mentions  Wardens John C le r e ,  

Alderman,  and Rober t  Symson, c l e r k ;  Dec. 5 ,  1524,  Wardens John Cris tmas  
and John C o l l , both  aldermen.  For examples o f  g u i l d s  which were 
c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  town, s ee  V.C.H. L e i c e s ­
t e r , IV, 50-1;  G o t t f r i e d ,  Bury , pp.  186-7 ;  Reynolds ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n , p.  82,

52
Rogers ,  "S tamford ,"  33; P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  231; P l a t t ,

Town, p .  164.
53

E.R.O. D/ACR2/9. Mentioned once a r e  t h e  fo l low ing  g u i l d s :  
Guild o f  S t .  James " in  th e  o ld  hi t h e , "  E.R.O. D/ACRl/101; S t .  Leonard 's  
Gui ld ,  P.R.O. 40 M i l l e s ;  Guild o f  S t .  Mary's  Chapel in  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  
P.R.O. 20 M i l l e s ;  T r i n i t y  Guild ( in  Holy T r i n i t y ? ) ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/200; 
Guild o f  S t .  K a the r ine  in  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  Mary Magdalen,  C o lch .C .R . ,  
Oct.  17,  1521; Guild o f  S t .  John t h e  B a p t i s t  i n  S t .  Runwald's  Church.  
Also ,  t h e  Guild o f  t h e  Mass o f  Jesus  i n  S t .  Nicholas  was mentioned 
tw ic e :  P.R.O. 12 Godyn and E.R.O. D/ACRl/205. E.R.O. D/ACR1/200 men­
t i o n s  S t .  Nicholas  Gui ld .  In All S a i n t s '  Church was t h e  Guild o f  S t .  
B arba ra ,  both in  E.R.O. D/ACRl/127,  in  t h e  w i l l s  o f  John Barker and 
Roger Burgon.

54
Tanner,  p. 259; W es tl ake ,  P a r i s h  G i l d s , p.  44;  P l a t t ,  Town, 

p.  164. Leaving money both t o  a g u i l d  and f o r  an o b i t  w i th in  t h e i r  
p a r i s h  churches  were Margaret  Bar ty  (1513 ) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/9, who l e f t  
4d .  to  every  l i g h t  o f  t h e  g u i l d s  in t h e  Church o f  S t .  G i l e s ,  and P e te r  
Borow (1512) ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/205. Three o t h e r  w i l l s  l e f t  money f o r  both 
an o b i t  and a g u i l d ,  bu t  in  each c a s e  t h e  g u i l d  was in  a p a r i s h  church 
o t h e r  than  t h e i r  own.

55
W il ls  o f  Hervy,  P.R.O. 17 M i l l e s ;  Bownde, P.R.O. 8 B en n e t t ;  

Norman, E.R.O. D/ACR2/91. Wood-Legh, Perpe tua l  C h a n t r i e s , p.  288. The 
Guild o f  Jesus  Mass was a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  Guild o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  in  e a r l i e r  
r e c o r d s ;  s ee  Morant,  I I ,  51.  Only one w i l l  i n  our  p e r i o d ,  t h e  w i l l  o f  
Nicholas  Cooke (1502) ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/51, c a l l s  i t  " th e  mass o f  John ."
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In C o lch .C .R . ,  Jan .  12,  1520,  t h e  g u i l d  was c a l l e d  t h e  " F r a t e r n i t y  o f  
t h e  Mass o f  th e  Name o f  J e s u s . "

88 Will s  o f  F raunces ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/32; T y a l l ,  in  Benton,  "Essex 
W i l l s , "  260-1.

57
W il ls  o f  Adam Norman (1523) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/153; Robert 

Northern (1525) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/190; John Tumour  (1525) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/ 
185. The f i r s t  from S t .  P e t e r ' s  to  ask f o r  an o b i t  was John Haslyngham, 
E.R.O. D/ACR2/2, who l e f t  no th ing  t o  t h e  g u i l d .

88 E.R.O. D/ACRl/51.
59

P.R.O. 40 M i l l e s .  The Guild o f  S t .  Barbara was mentioned in 
t h e  w i l l s  o f  John Abbott (1502) ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/30, and Harry Bear (1512), 
E.R.O. D/ACRl/200.

88 Smith,  pp. 112 ,  115;  Tanner ,  pp.  136,  146; C o lch .C .R . ,  Jan .
12,  29,  1520; Morant,  I ,  1 -2 ;  G o t t f r i e d ,  Bury , p.  191.

8^ The two t e s t a t o r s  who r e q u e s te d  p raye r s  on ly  o u t s i d e  o f  Col­
c h e s t e r  were Robert  Thorpe,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/208, who r e q u e s te d  p ra y e r s  a t  
S t .  O s y t h ' s ,  where Thorpe had a b r o t h e r ;  and John E ly s ,  P.R.O. 15 
M i l l e s ,  who gave to  t h e  House o f  S t .  John in  Je ru sa lem .  Tanner ,  p.
230; P a l l i s e r ,  York, p.  227; Thomson, " P i e ty  and C h a r i t y , "  189-90;  see 
a l s o  R osen tha l ,  p.  122.

8^ M o e l l e r ,  "Town," p .  263; w i l l s  o f  Hervy,  P.R.O. 17 M i l l e s ;  
C r i s tm a s ,  P.R.O. 28 A y lo f f e ,  and Roger Burgon,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/127. The 
w i l l  o f  John H i l l y s  (1517) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/58, gave 3 s .  4d .  to  Our Lady 
Guild a t  t h e  Grey F r i a r s .  The Guild or  F r a t e r n i t y  o f  S t .  C r i sp in  and 
S t .  C r i s p in i a n  in  t h e  F r i a r s  Minor was a l s o  ment ioned ,  in  Colch.  C .R . ,  
March 20 ,  1525.

63
For example,  C o lc h .C .R . ,  May 12,  1511 (bu t  in  th e  1511-12 

r o l l ) ,  where t h e  p r i o r  was c i t e d  f o r  p la c in g  p o s t s  in  t h e  King' s  Way 
and s to p p in g  up a c e r t a i n  well  "which used t o  be common to  th e  ne igh­
bors t h e r e . "

64
Morant,  Appendix to  I I ,  No. X. The in du lgence  has been 

p r in t e d  by i t s  fou n d e r ,  S. F r a s e r ,  "A Pynson Indulgence o f  1523,"
Sussex A rchaeo log ica l  C o l l e c t i o n s . 50 (1907) ,  109-16.  See a l s o  Oxley,  
pp. 61-2 .  For a h i s t o r y  o f  in d u l g e n c e s ,  see  Sumption,  P i lg r im age ,  
pp.  290-5 .

65
DuBoulay, p. 156; w i l l s  o f  Agnes Bownde, P.R.O. 8 Benne t t ;

John Godfrey,  P.R.O. 27 B e n n e t t ;  C o lc h .C .R . ,  J an .  14 ,  1516; w i l l  o f  
Matthew Rede, R . P . B . . p.  67; F r a s e r ,  115-16.  In 1528,  William Lake, 
E.R.O. D/ACR2/232, l e f t  20d. f o r  5 masses t o  be s a id  f o r  h is  soul by 
t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  " a t  Seal a C o e l i . "

88 Will s  o f  Harmanson, P.R.O. 1 Adeane; G a r ra rd ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/ 
10; Thorne,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/178; F u l l e r ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/97; Sa lough ,
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P.R.O. 3 F e t i p l a c e .  John Godfrey,  P.R.O. 27 B e n n e t t ,  l e f t  3 s .  4d .  in 
1508 " to  every  f r a t e r n i t y  in  England whereof  I am a b r o t h e r . "  On con­
f r a t e r n i t i e s  in Champagne, see  Gal p e rn ,  pp.  52-68.

W i l l s  o f  Hervy,  P.R.O. 17 M i l l e s ;  Lake,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/232.

J o rdan ,  P h i l a n t h r o p y , p.  307.

P.R.O. 24 Dogget t .

W i l l s  o f  B re ton ,  P.R.O. 39 Horne; Teye,  P.R.O. 22 F e t i p l a c e ;  
C r i s tm a s ,  P.R.O. 28 A y lo f f e ,  named s p e c i f i c  l a y p e r so n s  f o r  p r a y e r s .
Will o f  Bownde, P.R.O. 8 B e n n e t t .  Leaving money f o r  p r a y e r s  by god­
c h i l d r e n  were Wheler,  P.R.O. 24 D oggett ;  Aleyn,  P.R.O. 3 F e t i p l a c e ;  
C r i s tm as ,  P.R.O. 28 A y lo f fe ;  and Norman, E.R.O. D/ACR2/153.

Dives and P auper , ed .  P r i s c i l l a  Heath Barnum, E . E . T . S . ,  no.  
275 (London: Oxford Univ.  P r e s s ,  1976) ,  Holy Po v e r ty ,  i ,  25-31;
Will iam Langland, P i e r s  t h e  Ploughman, t r a n s .  J .  F. Goodridge ( B a l t i ­
more: Penguin Books,  1959) ,  X, 453-62.

Langland,  XV, 343-5;  Vale ,  " P i e t y , "  28; R o s e n th a l ,  pp. 9 -10;  
w i l l s  o f  Bownde, P.R.O. 8 B en n e t t ;  Sa lough,  P.R.O. 3 F e t i p l a c e .  For 
some r e a s o n ,  p r i s o n e r s  a lo n e  were never  given food o r  money, excep t  by 
one t e s t a t o r ,  Will iam Wilkinson (1502) ,  P.R.O. 21 Holgrave ,  who gave 
money to  p r i s o n e r s  in  Newgate and Ludgate P r isons  in  London.

73
W il ls  o f  Agnes Bownde, P.R.O. 8 B e n n e t t ,  and Will iam Bownde, 

P.R.O. 8 B enne t t .

L i t t l e ,  p. 213; Langland,  V I I ,  23-37;  w i l l s  o f  B a l l ,  P.R.O.
15 Horne; E ly s ,  P.R.O. 15 M i l l e s ;  C r i s tm a s ,  P.R.O. 28 A y lo f fe ;  Harman- 
son ,  P.R.O. 1 Adeane.  For a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c h a r i t y  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
i t s  p r a c t i c e  in F rance ,  s ee  Gal pe rn ,  pp. 29-43.

Rothkrug,  " P o p u la r , "  38; Sumption,  pp.  295-6;  D ick inson ,
L a te r  Middle Ages, p.  359; Wood-Legh, p.  313; w i l l s  o f  Neve, P.R.O.
8 Vox; I n k l e y ,  E.R.O. D/ABW/21/1; Byrch,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/17.

R o s en th a l ,  p.  15.  In t h e  c a s e  o f  Thomas Barke r ,  E.R.O. 
D/ACRl/66, I was a b l e  t o  de te rm ine  from o t h e r  sources  t h a t  2 people 
named were h i s  m a te rna l  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  Will o f  B re to n ,  P.R.O. 39 Horne.

Will o f  Aleyn,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/11. Reques t ing p raye r s  fo r  
c h i l d r e n  were P e te r  Franke (1515) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/35, and Will iam Hogge 
(1520) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/109.

78
Bossy,  "Mass,"  37,  sees  t h e  l i v i n g  and t h e  dead a s  two a r t i c ­

u l a t i o n s  o f  a s i n g l e  s o c i a l  whole in t h e  medieval  community.
79

R o s e n th a l ,  p.  10.  J o rd a n ,  P h i l a n t h r o p y , p.  306, b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n e  in  t h e  founda t ion  o f  c h a n t r i es was caused  by a d i s ­
t r u s t  o f  th e  church as a d m i n i s t r a t o r .
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80
Camp, p.  X V , w i l l s  o f  I n k l e y ,  E.R.O. D/ABW21/1; A rg e n t in e ,  

E.R.O. D/ACRl/101; Burgon,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/127: Upchar,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/58.
81

W i l l s  o f  Bayly ,  E.R.O. D/ACR1/106; Cl e r e ,  P.R.O. 4 Maynwaryng; 
E l i z a b e th  Harmanson, P.R.O. 1 Adeane; Edmund Harmanson, P.R.O. 8 Blamyr; 
Bownde, P.R.O. 8 B e n n e t t ;  Grene,  E.R.O. O/ACRl/41; Jonson,  E.R.O.
D/ACRl /4 4 .

82
W il l s  o f  Aleyn ,  P.R.O. 1 F e t i p l a c e ;  B a r d e f e ld ,  P.R.O.

18 Adeane; Denby, P.R.O. 34 Bodfe lde .
83

W il ls  o f  C r i s tm as ,  P.R.O. 28 A y lo f f e ;  Sa lough,  P.R.O. 3 
F e t i p l a c e .  See a l s o  t h e  w i l l s  o f  Will iam Wheler ,  P.R.O. 24 Dogget t ;  
Margare t  Aleyn,  P.R.O. 3 F e t i p l a c e ;  and Adam Norman, E.R.O. D/ACR2/153.

84
W i l l s  o f  Wheler ,  P.R.O. 24 Doggett ;  N i c o l l , E.R.O. D/ACR2/219.

85
E.R.O. D/ACR2/59; Wrightson and Lev ine ,  pp. 99-100.

86
E.R.O. D/ACRl/113. An e x c e p t io n  i s  t h a t  Joan B r i c h ,  E.R.O. 

D/ACRl/191, named as ex ec u to r  her  s o n .  S i r  R ichard Roos,  parson o f  S t .  
L e o n a r d ' s .  He was counted among t h e  s o n s ,  however,  r a t h e r  than  among 
th e  p r i e s t s .  A lso ,  in  1533 Rober t  Salman,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/262, named 
Richard Caumond as c o - e x e c u to r  w i th  h i s  w ife  ( s ee  Tab le 2 4 ) .

87
E'R 'O.  D/ACRl/205; P.R.O. 28 A y lo f f e ;  Tanner ,  p.  245.  In 
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CHAPTER IV

DIVERGENCE AND CULMINATION: HERESY AND REFORM

Around 1500 a Venet ian  o b s e rv e r  w ro te ,  " . . .  nor do th e y  omit  

any form incumbent upon good C h r i s t i a n s ;  t h e r e  a r e ,  however, many who 

have v a r io u s  op in ions  concern ing  r e l i g i o n . "  The i n c r e a s i n g  con f idence  

o f  t h e  Engl ish  l a i t y  in  t h e i r  own op in io n s  and i d e a l s  went i t s  q u i e t  way 

u n r e l a t e d  to  n a t io n a l  e v e n t s  u n t i l  t h a t  most c o n f i d e n t  o f  laymen.  King 

Henry VIII  began to  t a k e  a l e a d in g  r o l e  in  r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s .  In 1529 

Henry al lowed and even encouraged t h e  House o f  Commons to  a s s e r t  i t s  

pen t -up  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  in a remarkab le  way, pass ing  l e g i s l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  

c l e r i c a l  f e e s  and p r i v i l e g e s ,  an a rea  which was no t  supposed to  be the  

p rov ince  o f  laymen. In t h e  House o f  Lords ,  Bishop F is h e r  s t r o n g l y  coun­

t e r e d  th e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Commons w i th  t h e s e  words,  "My l o r d s  you see 

d a i l y  what b i l l s  come h i t h e r  from t h e  Commons House, and a l l  t o  t h e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  Church. For God's s a k e ,  see  what a rea lm th e  kingdom 

o f  Bohemia was,  and when th e  Church went down, then  f e l l  t h e  g lo ry  o f  

t h e  kingdom: now w i th  t h e  Commons i s  no th ing  but  down w i th  t h e  Church:

and a l l  t h i s ,  me seemeth,  i s  f o r  l a c k  o f  f a i t h  o n l y . "  Enraged a t  what 

t h e y  cons ide re d  a s lande rous  charge  o f  h e r e s y ,  t h e  Speaker o f  t h e  House, 

Thomas Audley,  who had a l s o  been t h e  town c l e r k  o f  C o lc h e s te r  s i n c e  1514, 

along  with  t h i r t y  o t h e r  members went b e fo re  th e  King to  compla in .  "Are 

we i n f i d e l s ,  a r e  we S a race n s ,  a r e  we pagans and h e a th en s ,  t h a t  t h e  laws 

which we e s t a b l i s h  should be thought  no t  worthy t o  be kept  by C h r i s t i a n
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men? I beseech your Highness to  c a l l  t h a t  b ishop be fo re  you ,  and bid 

him speak more d i s c r e e t l y  o f  such a number a s  be in  t h e  Commons House. 

These were c o n f i d e n t  men, and not  j u s t  because th e y  had th e  King behind 

them; th e y  were c o n f i d e n t  in t h e i r  competence in  both  law and r e l i g i o n .  

T h e i r s  was not  s imply a n e g a t iv e  and d e s t r u c t i v e  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  which 

would soon be s p e n t ;  th e y  were t r a i n e d  in  t h e  law a n d ,  q u i t e  a s  impor­

t a n t ,  had behind them many y e a r s  o f  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  l a y  p i e t y  which had 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  found i t s  own r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  God, l e a r n i n g  in i t s  q u i e t  

way t o  c i rcumvent and p a r t i a l l y  c o n t ro l  t h e  c l e r g y .  I t  was n o t  t h e i r  

l a c k  o f  f a i t h ,  a s  Bishop F i s h e r  cha rged ;  i t  was t h e i r  f a i t h  which had 

given them bo ldness  and c o n f id e n ce  in th e m s e lv e s .  Lay p i e t y  was about  

to  make i t s  mark on n a t io n a l  e v e n t s .

P a r t  One; Heresy and t h e  Reformation Years

The fo r c e s  coming to  a head in  t h e  Reformation P a r l i am en t  which 

f i r s t  assembled on November 3 ,  1529 were a complex m i x tu r e :  f i r s t  o f

th e  King 's  need f o r  a d iv o r c e  and a male h e i r ;  n ex t  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  to  r e ­

form abuses  in  t h e  chu rch ;  then  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  coming o u t  o f  t h e  Lutheran 

Reformation;  and f i n a l l y  Henry 's  new a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  E r a s t i a n  th o u g h t .  

A f te r  r ead ing  T y n d a le ' s  Obedience o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Man. an apology fo r  

Caesaropapism, King Henry remarked ,  "This i s  a book f o r  me and f o r  a l l  

Kings to  r e a d . "  In t h a t  momentous y e a r ,  l i f e  in  C o lc h e s t e r  seemed very  

much t h e  same as  e v e r ,  w ith  t h e  c o u r t  r o l l s  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  usual  uncleaned 

d i t c h e s  and persons  g u i l t y  o f  " i l l  r u l e . "  The powerful  Abbot o f  S t .  

J o h n ' s  Monastery sued John and Joan Thomson f o r  no t  m a in t a i n in g  a c e r ­

t a i n  f e n c e ,  t h e re b y  p e r m i t t i n g  an imals  to  e n t e r  and damage a herb  garden
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2
belonging  to  th e  Abbey. Ten y e a r s  l a t e r  a n o t h e r  Abbot o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  

had r a t h e r  more to  worry a b o u t ,  f o r  on December 1,  1539 th e  Abbot was 

hanged o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  g a t e  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  f o r  no t  handing over  t h e  

monaste ry  t o  t h e  King.  Much had changed in t h a t  ten  y e a r  per iod  in  

England,  and in  C o l c h e s t e r .

Though a l l  on t h e  s u r f a c e  seemed normal in 1529, some e n t r i e s  

in  t h e  c o u r t  r o l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  por tended change on t h e  n a t io n a l  l e v e l .

In t h e  C o lc h e s te r  c o u r t  r o l l  beginning  on September 30,  1529,  a f i r s t  

o r d e r  o f  b u s in e s s  was to  admit  new b u rg e s s e s ,  bu t  some o f  t h e  admiss ions  

in t h a t  y e a r  were u n l i k e  any o t h e r ,  one being an Essex k n ig h t  and th e  

o t h e r  recommended by t h e  Earl o f  Oxford,  w ith  both excused from any 

f i n e s  s in c e  th e y  were to  se rve  a s  "bu rgesse s  o f  P a r l i am en t"  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

C o l c h e s t e r .  Thomas Audley,  who had been C o l c h e s t e r ' s  burgess  in  t h e  

l a s t  P a r l i am en t  o f  1523,  was now Knight o f  t h e  S h i r e  f o r  Essex ,  p robab ly  

because  he had cau g h t  t h e  K ing 's  n o t i c e  in  1523 and was wanted as  

Speaker  in  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  P a r l i a m e n t .  So f a r  a s  i s  known, o n ly  lo c a l  

bu rgesse s  had been r e p r e s e n t i n g  C o lc h e s te r  in  P a r l i a m e n t ,  so t h e  i n t r u ­

s ion  o f  men th rough  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Earl o f  Oxford (and probab ly  

t h e  King) was n o t a b l e .  Fur therm ore ,  t h e  Earl o f  Oxford had h i s  f i r s t  man 

s t e p  down to  make way f o r  Richard  Ryehe t o  become a burgess  o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  in  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  Ryche, who was to  be chosen as  th e  Recorder 

o f  C o lc h e s t e r  from 1532 to  1544,  was to  be even b e t t e r  known a s  th e  

p r o s e c u to r  in  t h e  t r e a s o n  t r i a l s  o f  Bishop John F i s h e r  and S i r  Thomas 

More, and l a t e r  as  Lord C h a n c e l lo r .  Thomas Audley to o  was to  become 

Lord C h an ce l lo r  o f  England,  succeed ing  S i r  Thomas More, and both  Ryche 

and Audley were to  be l e a d in g  a s s i s t a n t s  to  t h e  King and t o  Thomas Crom­

well in  t h e i r  j o l t i n g  r e fo rm a t io n  o f  t h e  Engl ish  church  and s o c i e t y .
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I t  was j u s t  such men to  whom t h e  r e b e l s  in  L i n c o ln s h i r e  and Yorkshi re  

in  t h e  1536 P i lg r im age  o f  Grace were r e f e r r i n g  when th e y  demanded t h a t  

base -born  c o u n c i l l o r s  be supp lan ted  by men o f  d e c e n t  b i r t h .  Most o f  th e  

bu rg es s e s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  would have d i s a g r e e d  w i th  t h e  r e b e l s ,  f o r  Audley 

and Ryche were laymen l i k e  themselves  who r e s p e c t e d  t h e  a t t e m p t s  o f  t h e  

townsmen to  le a d  l i v e s  which were p le a s in g  t o  God w h i le  a l s o  remain ing  

a c t i v e  in  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  w or ld .  Audley and Ryche were r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e  o f  t h e  changes  which had developed in  l a y  s o c i e t y ,  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  

in  l a y  s t a n d a rd s  and competence,  and in  t h e  r i s e  o f  l a y  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  c h u rc h ,  o f  s o c i e t y ,  and o f  th e m s e lv e s . ^  No doubt many C o lc h e s te r  

bu rg es s e s  were d i s q u i e t e d  and shaken by th e  t a c t i c s  and r e s u l t s  o f  th e  

r e f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  church  and s o c i e t y ,  but  t h a t  r e fo rm a t io n  was not  a 

c om ple te ly  new and sudden break w i th  t h e  p a s t ,  a t  l e a s t  in  C o lc h e s t e r .  

The Reformation was in  p a r t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and p r a c t i c e s  

developed  in  t h e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  in  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  p r i e s t s  by t h e  

l a i t y  f o r  p ray e r s  and in t h e  l a y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  church  f a b r i c  and 

fu n d s ,  a l l  o f  which r e s u l t e d  in t h e  l a i t y ' s  s t r o n g  sense  o f  co n f id e n c e  

in  them se lves  a s  th e y  became more l e a r n e d  and as  t h e y  viewed what th e y  

c o n s id e re d  t o  be ex ce ss e s  and abuses  w i th in  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  system.

In t h e  eyes  o f  townsmen such a s  Thomas Audley th e  church  had f a i l e d  to  

reform i t s e l f ,  and so t h e  l a i t y ,  both King and commoner, s tepped  i n t o  

t h e  b reach .

This c h a p t e r  w i l l  look a t  C o lc h e s te r  and i t s  people in t h e  y e a r s  

o f  r e fo rm a t io n  under Henry VIII  and Edward VI and a t  t h e  re t renchm ent  

under Queen Mary, e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h o s e  y e a r s  a f f e c t e d  s p i r i t u a l  p r a c t i c e s .  

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  gauge th e  t h i n k in g  o f  t h e  people as  th e y  exper i enced  

th e  v a ry in g  winds o f  change ,  but  t h e  l a s t  w i l l s  and t e s t a m e n t s  w i l l  he lp
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t o  pu t  w i th i n  ou r  ken t h e  a t t i t u d e s  among t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  t im e .  How­

e v e r ,  be fo re  an a ly z in g  t h e  changes  ev idenced  in  th e  w i l l s  w r i t t e n  be­

tween 1530 and 1558,  we s h a l l  r e l y  main ly  on t h e  borough c o u r t  reco rds  

t o  look a t  some o f  t h e  f o r c e s  coming t o g e t h e r  in  C o lc h e s t e r  to  produce 

some d r a s t i c  and o f t e n  t r a u m a t i c  changes  in  s o c i e t y .  A n t i c l e r i c a l i s m ,  

a long  w i th  t h e  s t r o n g ,  p o s i t i v e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  laymen,  and t h e  more r a d i ­

ca l  L o l la rd y  were a l l  p r e s e n t  in  C o lc h e s t e r  b e fo re  1529; and then  th e  

ev en t s  o f  t h e  Reformation i t s e l f ,  such as  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  

m o n a s t e r i e s  and t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  c h a n t r i e s  and g u i l d s ,  t h e  numerous 

changes in worship  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  d i s c a r d i n g  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  in P u rg a to ry ,  

t h e  new a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  B ib l e ,  and th e  burn ing  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  inha b ­

i t a n t s  as  h e r e t i c s ,  a l l  played  a p a r t  in  d r i v i n g  peop le  even f u r t h e r  

from media ted  r e l i g i o n .  Those changes f i n a l l y  ended t h e  medieval world 

view.

S ec t ion  1 : Loi l a r d y

L o l l a r d y  played  no small p a r t  in  making way f o r  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  

t h e  Reformation in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  f o r  L o l l a r d  b e l i e f s  had a long  h i s t o r y  in 

t h a t  town. In 1429 a C o lc h e s t e r  L o l l a r d ,  t a i l o r  Will iam C h iv e l in g ,  was 

condemned f o r  heresy  and was burned in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  c a s t l e  

f o r  h i s  o f f e n s e .  J u s t  a y e a r  b e f o r e ,  John W y c l i f ' s  body had been d i s i n ­

t e r r e d  from i t s  grave  in  L u t te rw o r th  churchyard  and burned ,  but  p e r s e c u ­

t i o n  d id  not  stamp out  t h e  t e a c h in g s  o f  W ycl i f  as  con t in u ed  by th e  Lol­

l a r d s .  Though a t  f i r s t  fo l lowed by some l e a d in g  g e n t r y ,  t h e  burn ing o f  

S i r  John O l d c a s t l e  in  1414 moved th e  W y c l i f f i t e  t e a c h in g s  "underground,"  

where th e y  remained v i a b l e  main ly  among l e s s e r  c r a f t s m e n .  From about 

1490 L o l la rd y  seemed to  be having a r e v i v a l ,  o r  pe rhaps  t h e  e c c l e s i a s -
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t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  were becoming more zea lous  in  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  to  stamp 

i t  o u t .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  was p r e s e n t  in C o lc h e s te r  and i t s  i n f l u e n c e  was 

no t  m ere ly  among t h e  l e s s e r  f o l k .  C a l l in g  them se lves  "Known Men," 

L o l l a rd s  fo l lowed Wycl if  in a d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  B ib le  in E n g l i s h ,  p ro h ib ­

i t e d  s in c e  1408 exce p t  f o r  any t r a n s l a t i o n s  sa n c t io n e d  by a b i s h o p ,  and 

th e y  sought t o  r e c o v e r  from t h e  Word a sense  o f  t h e  person and s p i r i t  o f  

J e s u s .  Other L o l l a rd  b e l i e f s  v a r i e d ,  w i th  some ho ld ing  to  on ly  a p a r t  

o f  t h e  t e n e t s  which a r e  more e a s i l y  d e s c r ib e d  in  t h e  n e g a t i v e :  they

were opposed to  p i l g r i m a g e s ,  t h e  worsh ip  o f  images,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  

t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  in d u l g e n c e s ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a 

s p e c i a l  o r d e r  o f  p r i e s t s ,  and a u r i c u l a r  c o n f e s s i o n .  Most t h r e a t e n i n g  to  

t h e  o rg an iz ed  church  was t h e  L o l l a r d  den ia l  o f  t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  s in c e  

t h a t  removed t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  m e d ia t ion  o f  p r i e s t s  in  o n e ' s  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  to  God.*

Knowledge about  C o lc h e s t e r  L o l l a rd s  comes p r i n c i p a l l y  from mar-  

t y r o l o g i s t  John Foxe who g leaned  in fo rm a t io n  from Bishops '  R e g i s t e r s  and 

o t h e r  documents,  some no lo n g e r  e x t a n t .  Two men who had l i v e d  p a r t  o f  

t h e i r  l i v e s  in  C o lc h e s t e r  were examined f o r  he resy  in  1505, and t h e i r  

c o n f e s s io n s  b e fo re  t h e  B ish o p ' s  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t e l l  us something about  

L o l l a rd y  in  C o lc h e s t e r  a t  t h a t  t im e .  Both Will iam Sweeting ,  fa rmer  and 

holy  w ate r  c l e r k ,  and James B rew s te r ,  c a r p e n t e r ,  had been examined in 

1505 and had a b j u r e d ,  being th e n  o rd e red  to  do penance in  London and 

C o l c h e s t e r .  Sweeting could  read  and he had knowledge o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ;  

moreover,  he must have been a p e r s u a s iv e  man, no t  o n ly  te a c h in g  th e  un­

le a rn e d  Brewste r  but  a l s o  t e a c h in g  George Laund, t h e  P r i o r  o f  S t .  

O s y t h ' s ,  who was then  compelled  to  a b j u r e  t h e  L o l l a rd  b e l i e f s .  Sweeting, 

who read  to  s e v e ra l  o t h e r s  w hi le  look ing  a f t e r  an imals  in  t h e  C o lc h e s te r
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town meadows, opposed p i lg r im a g es  and t h e  worship o f  images and be l iev ed  

" t h a t  t h e  sacram ent o f  t h e  p r i e s t s '  a l t a r  was not  t h e  p r e s e n t  ve ry  body, 

but  bread in s u b s t a n c e ,  r e c e iv e d  in  memorial o f  C h r i s t . "  Sweeting and 

Brewste r  burned in  t h e  same f i r e  in  S m i t h f i e l d  on October 18 ,  1511 .^

Also in  1511 a c e r t a i n  Thomas Man was examined,  and i t  was r e ­

vea led  t h a t  Man had preached L o l l a rd  d o c t r i n e s  in  s e v e r a l  c o u n t i e s  in  

England and had tu rn ed  s i x  o r  seven hundred people t o  t h o s e  o p i n i o n s .  

Man, who was burned in  1518,  named C o lc h e s t e r  as  one o f  t h e  towns in  

which he t a u g h t .  There were o t h e r  t r a v e l i n g  L o l l a rd  t e a c h e r s ,  and i t  

was one o f  them, o ld  F a the r  Hacker,  who opened t h e  P an d o ra ' s  box o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  L o l l a rd s  in  1527.  By then  t h e  n o t o r i o u s l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  Cu thbe r t  

T u n s t a l 1 was Bishop o f  London, and he was de termined  t o  stamp o u t  t h e  

o ld  he re sy  which was being in fu sed  w i th  new l i f e  from t h e  Lutheran 

Reformation .  A. G. Dickens t e l l s  us t h a t  H acke r ' s  group in London had 

c l o s e  co n n ec t io n  w i th  t h e  L o l l a rd s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  and Buckinghamshire ,  

but  t h a t  t h e i r  g r e a t e r  impor tance  l a y  in t h e i r  having a "ready-made" o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n  t o  promote t h e  Lutheran book t r a d e  o f  t h e  l a t e  t w e n t i e s .  

Tyndale pub l i shed  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  New Testament from Antwerp in 

1526,  and t h e  new t r a n s l a t i o n  was q u i c k ly  though s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  being 

so ld  in  England,  in c lu d in g  C o lc h e s t e r .  L o l l a r d  t e a c h e r s  t o l d  o f  buying 

in  C o lc h e s te r  one o f  t h e  New Tes tamen ts  f o r  4 s .  from a Lombard o f  London, 

and we a l s o  know t h a t  some Lutheran books came th rough  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  

p o r t .  On October 23 ,  1526 Bishop T u n s t a l 1 s e n t  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  Archdeacons 

o f  h is  d i o c e s e ,  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  r e a d in g  o r  p o s se s s io n  o f  t h e  Engl ish  

New Testament and c e r t a i n  o t h e r  books.  T u n s t a l l ' s  V ic a r -G e n e ra l ,  

Geoff rey  Wharton,  c a l l e d  in  John Hacker who had been examined in  p r e ­

v ious  y e a r s ,  and Hacker im p l i c a t e d  t h e  two l e a d in g  L o l l a r d  t e a c h e r s  in
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C o l c h e s t e r ,  John Pykas, a 33 y e a r  o ld  bake r ,  and t a i l o r  William Reylond, 

as  well as  an i n f l u e n t i a l  C o lc h e s te r  s u p p o r t e r ,  f ishmonger Thomas 

Matthew. By th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Pykas and Reylond,  o t h e r s  were i n c r i m i ­

na ted  and c a l l e d  t o  London to  appea r  b e f o r e  t h e  Bishop h im s e l f  in  March 

and A p r i l ,  1 527.. In A p r i l ,  1528, a number o f  L o l l a rd s  in S t e e p l e  Bump- 

s t e a d  in  Essex were d i s c o v e r e d ,  and t h e i r  te s t im ony  r e v ea led  t h e  names 

o f  even more C o lc h es te r  L o l l a r d s ;  on May 14,  1528, Thomas Bowgas o f  S t .  

Leonard 's  in C o lc h e s te r  was c a l l e d  b e fo re  t h e  Bishop where he p u b l i c l y  

read  h i s  a b j u r a t i o n  and was then  abso lved  from h i s  s e n te n c e  o f  excommu­

n i c a t i o n  and o rde red  to  do penance a t  h i s  p a r i s h  church  in  C o lc h e s t e r .

In J u l y ,  Wharton came to  C o l c h e s t e r ,  ho ld ing  c o u r t  in  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey 

and c a l l i n g  be fo re  him o t h e r s  su spe c ted  o f  h e r e s y ,  many o f  them women.

A few more were d e t e c t e d  in  1530 and 1531; in a l l  41 persons  in  t h a t  

pe r iod  were im p l ic a ted  in C o l c h e s t e r ,  w i th  a l l  o f  them a b j u r i n g  excep t  

f o r  one Edward F rees e ,  who went mad dur ing  c rue l  imprisonment a f t e r  

see ing  h i s  p regnan t  w ife  d ie  from a k ic k  by a p r i s o n  guard.®

F a s c in a t in g  in fo rm a t io n  about  t h e  network o f  th o s e  ho ld ing  he­

r e t i c a l  op in io n s  in  t h a t  pe r iod  comes from some d e t a i l e d  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  

most o f  them pub l i shed  by John S t rype  in  1823;  t h e  in fo rm a t io n  gleaned 

about  one o f  t h e  main l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  s e c t  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  Joyn Pykas ,  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Pykas r e v e a le d  in h i s  own d e p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

about  5 y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  h i s  m o the r ,  then  l i v i n g  in  Bury S t .  Edmunds, p e r ­

suaded him t h a t  he should not  b e l i e v e  in  t h e  sacraments  o f  t h e  church .

She gave Pykas a book o f  P a u l ' s  E p i s t l e s  in  E n g l i s h ,  b idd ing  him "lyve 

a f t e r  t h e  maner and way o f  t h e  s a id  E p i s t o l e s  and G ospe ls ,  and no t  a f t e r  

t h e  way t h a t  t h e  Church doth  t e c h e . "  A baker by t r a d e ,  Pykas could  ob ­

v i o u s ly  r e a d ,  and he owned o t h e r  books,  some o f  them s tandbys  o f  Lollardy ,
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such a s  The Pryck o f  C onsc ience , bu t  he was a l s o  eager  to  o b t a i n  t h e  new 

Tyndale t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  New Tes tamen t ,  paying 4 s .  f o r  i t .  Pykas 

heard t h e  e a r l y  Cambridge P r o t e s t a n t ,  Thomas B i lney ,  preach  a t  Ipswich 

a g a i n s t  p i l g r im a g es  and p raye r s  to  s a i n t s ,  and he was g iven a n o t h e r  book. 

The Seven Wise Mas ters  o f  Rome, by a f r i a r  o f  C o l c h e s t e r .  C onf iden t  in 

h i s  b e l i e f s ,  Pykas t a u g h t  in a number o f  homes in  C o lc h es te r  and s u r ­

rounding v i l l a g e s .  A few o f  th o s e  named by Pykas,  such as Dorothy Long 

and Thomas P a rk e r ,  had long been a c t i v e  in Lo l la rd  c i r c l e s ,  whereas 

o t h e r s  such as  Robert  Best  had been brought in t o  t h e  "same s e c t  and 

l e a r n i n g "  more r e c e n t l y .  Pykas had known Best  fo r  abou t  6 y e a r s ,  bu t  

on ly  in t h e  l a s t  y ea r  had Best  been taken  as  a "known man, and a broder 

in C h r i s t , amongst them be c a l l e d  b re th re n  in C h r i s t , and known men." 

Bes t  had borrowed from Pykas th e  New Testament in  E ng l i sh ,  keeping i t  

f o r  abou t  a month,  and he had l e a rn e d  th e  E p i s t l e  o f  James by h e a r t .  

There was an i n t e r e s t i n g  m ix tu re  o f  fo r c e s  coming t o g e t h e r  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  

w i th  t h e  o ld  L o l la rd  b e l i e f s  being given new l i f e  by t h e  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  

from Germany and T y n d a le ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  New Tes tament.  A lso ,  some 

o f  t h e  men from S t e e p le  Bumpstead who "souped a t  John Pycas hous" in  

C o lc h e s te r  were a l s o  r e a d in g  Erasmus' C o l loqu ies  and l i s t e n i n g  to  Miles 

Coverdale p reac h .^

The i r  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  in  l e a r n i n g  about  and d i s c u s s i n g  S c r i p ­

t u r a l  m a t t e r s ,  though a t  r i s k  to  th e m s e lv e s ,  bespeaks e i t h e r  iconoclasm 

or  p i e t y ,  unorthodox though i t  was.  An exam inat ion o f  Pykas '  b e l i e f s  

i s  i n s t r u c t i v e ,  f o r  he s a y s ,  a f t e r  g iv ing  th e  names o f  19 peop le ,  t h a t  

a l l  o f  t h e  people  " s t e d f a s t l y  belevyd them: and d id  a f f i r m  them to  be 

o f  t r u t h . "  Pykas m a in ta ined  t h a t  t h e  "Sacrament o f  t h e  A l t a r "  was not  

" th e  very  body o f  C h r i s t ,  but  on ly  bred and wyne." A f t e r  d i s c a r d i n g
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t h e  c r u c i a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  Pykas denied  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  

a n o th e r  sacrament,  bap t i sm,  b e l i e v in g  o n ly  in  t h e  baptism o f  the  Holy 

Ghost.  Pykas a l s o  r e j e c t e d  t h e  sacrament  o f  c o n f e s s i o n ,  a l though  he 

h im se l f  was y e a r l y  "confessed  and hous led ,  bu t  f o r  no o t h e r  c a u s e ,  but  

t h a t  people shu ld  no t  wondre uppon hym." Then Pykas spoke a g a i n s t  f a s t ­

in g ,  ho ly  days ,  and pardons ,  and a g a i n s t  p i lg r im ages  and images,  with  

th e  p o s i t i v e  encouragement to  "pray  o n ly  t o  God, and to  no s a i n t s . "

Pykas and th o s e  o f  h i s  " c o n v e r s a t io n  and l e a r n i n g "  d id  not  need s a i n t s  

or  c l e r i c s  to  i n t e r c e d e  f o r  them; t h e y  were f i e r c e l y  consc ious  o f  t h e i r  

own r i g h t  to  pray  t o  God. Mentioned most  o f t e n  in  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  be­

l i e f s  were t h e  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s  o f  going on p i lg r im age  and pray ing  to  

images; William Reylond r e p o r t e d  hea r ing  Pykas and Henry, Rey lond 's  son ,  

remark t h a t  " i t  i s  m issavory  t o  go on p i lg r im age  t o  Walsingham, Ipswich,  

o r  any o t h e r  p l a c e .  For th e y  be but  i d o l s ;  and i t  i s  i d o l a t r y  f o r  to  ^o 

to  them in p i l g r im a g e ;  and t h a t  th e y  canno t  he lp  themselves  t h e r e f o r e  

th e y  cannot  he lp  a n o t h e r  man." Some a l s o  added t h e i r  d i s d a i n  f o r  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  s e t t i n g  up l i g h t s  b e fo re  images.  Maryon Matthew boas ted 

t h a t  "she had s e t  up as few c a n d le s  to  images as any woman had,  f o r  i t  

was not  l e f u l ," and Pykas a f f i rm e d  t h a t  "none o f  t h e  known men d id  ever  

s e t  up l i g h t  be fo re  any images,  as  f a r  a s  he knoweth." I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  

none o f  th e  C o lc h e s te r  people  accused  o f  heresy  made mention o f  Purga­

t o r y ;  t h e i r  concern was to  f i n d  t h e i r  own way to God in  t h i s  l i f e ,  with  

th e  a i d  o f  Holy S c r ip tu re .®

A. G. Dickens,  w r i t i n g  about  t h e  s o c ia l  s t a t u s  o f  th e  L o l l a r d s ,  

no te s  t h a t  most were o f  t h e  common peop le ,  c ra f t sm en  and small t radesmen.  

In th e  1524-25 l a y  subs idy  r o l l s ,  t h e  baker and L o l la rd  t e a c h e r  in Col­

c h e s t e r ,  John Pykas,  was l i s t e d  as r e c e i v i n g  20s .  in  wages, as  was young
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f l e t c h e r  and L o l l a r d ,  John Thompson. Most o f  t h e  o t h e r s ,  however,  owned
g

from two to  fo u r  pounds in  goods.  Not a l l  o f  t h a t  " s e c t  and l e a r n i n g "  

were o f  lower s t a t u s ,  though; j u s t  such a one was Thomas Matthew, who 

was something o f  a pa t ron  o f  the  L o l l a r d - P r o t e s t a n t s  s i n c e  he was f a r  

more prosperous  than  t h e  o t h e r s ,  being a s s e s s e d  in  1523 as  having t3 0  

goods.  A f ishmonger born in London, Matthew had been adm i t t ed  t o  t h e  

freedom o f  t h e  borough on June 30,  1516, and sometime be fo re  t h a t  he had 

m a r r i ed  Maryon Wesden, widow o f  a r e s p e c t e d  p a r i s h i o n e r  o f  S t .  James'  

p a r i s h ,  Thomas Wesden. I t  was Maryon who was r e p o r t e d  by John Pykas in 

t h e  1527-28 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  to  have been a " known woman, and o f  t h e  

b ro the rhood ,  t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  as  a woman s u s p e c t  o f  h e r e s y ,  by t h e  space  

o f  twelve  y e a r s ,  as  he hath heard s a y . "  Pykas had heard  Maryon 

Matthew speak o f  the  E p i s t l e s  and Gospels in  her  own house many t i m e s ,  

and "she had them well by h e a r t . "  The house o f  th e  Matthews was the  

o v e r n i g h t  s to p  f o r  th e  "known men" o f  S te e p le  Bumpstead,  where they  were 

t r e a t e d  to  a r e c i t a t i o n  from memory by Will iam Pykas o f  t h e  Dispute  

between th e  F r i a r  and th e  C l e r k , and t h e  Matthews s e v e ra l  t im es  housed 

Robert  Necton who t r a v e l e d  th roughou t  East  Anglia s e l l i n g  Eng l ish  t r a n s ­

l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  New Tes tament .  Necton read  a loud " d iv e r s e  tymes" from 

th e  New Testament in  Eng l ish  b e fo re  Thomas and Maryon Matthew and t h e i r  

s e r v a n t s ,  and i t  was a l s o  t h e r e  where Necton heard  "old  F a the r  Hacker 

speke o f  p r o p h e s i e s . "  Matthew was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  c a l l e d  to  London by 

Dr. Wharton in  March, 1527, where Matthew p r a g m a t i c a l l y  a b ju re d  "and 

subm it ted  h im se l f  t o  c o r r e c t i o n "  on March 5.  Wharton then  en jo ined  

penance on Matthew, d i r e c t i n g  him to  d i s t r i b u t e  in  alms 6 s .  8d.  weekly 

d u r ing  t h e  f i v e  weeks o f  Len t ,  with  16d.  going t o  th e  p r i s o n e r s  in  t h e  

c a s t l e ,  8d.  to  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  in  t h e  town, and t h e  remainder  t o  the
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poor o f  t h e  town in  bread and h e r r i n g s .  Matthew was a l s o  to  break t h e  

loaves  b e f o r e  th e y  were d e l i v e r e d  to  t h e  poor .  Mat thew 's  example seemed 

to  s e t  t h e  s t an d a rd  f o r  submiss ive  t r u t h - t e l l i n g ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  

punishment had no t  been harsh must  have he lped  t h e  l e s s e r  men make t h e i r  

d e c i s i o n  to  submit .  Wharton made s u re  t h a t  Pykas was p r e s e n t  when 

Matthew was examined,  and a t  t h e  nex t  s i t t i n g  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  two days 

l a t e r ,  t h e  f l o o d g a t e  o f  Pykas '  c o n f e s s i o n  was opened ,  and a l l  was r e ­

v e a l e d .  Matthew's  s u p e r i o r  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  made him a n a tu ra l  l e a d e r  of  

t h e  L o l l a r d - P r o t e s t a n t s ,  a l though  i t  may have been Maryon Matthew who 

was t h e  more a r d e n t .

Matthew's  money and p o s i t i o n  made him no t  o n ly  a l e a d e r  among 

t h e  " h e r e t i c s , "  but  he a l s o  had a c e r t a i n  s t a n d i n g  in  t h e  community,  in 

t h e  second rank  o f  borough a f f a i r s .  Not w ea l thy  enough t o  be an a l d e r -  

man--k40 in  goods was t h e  minimum req u i re m en t  and Matthew had o n ly  L30--  

Matthew was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Second Council in 1519,  o n ly  3 y e a r s  a f t e r  

being a d m i t t ed  to  t h e  freedom o f  t h e  borough,  and he con t in u ed  to  s e rv e  

on t h a t  counc i l  u n t i l  September ,  1533,  when he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  F i r s t  

Council where he se rved  u n t i l  h i s  d ea th  in  l a t e  1534. His co n n ec t io n  

w i th  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  and h is  imposed penance in  1527 d id  him no harm in  

borough a f f a i r s ,  f o r  i t  was a f t e r  t h a t  when he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  F i r s t  

Counc i l ,  was e l e c t e d  as  one o f  t h e  7 C ons tab les  o f  t h e  Eas t  Ward, was 

ap p o in te d  an a r b i t r a t o r  in  a d i s p u t e ,  and above a l l  was Chamberlain o f  

t h e  town in  1532-33,  a n e c e s s a ry  s t e p  f o r  one on th e  "way up" in  borough 

a f f a i r s .  Also a f t e r  Matthew's  penance,  Matthew was a p ledge  in  a c o u r t  

s u i t  f o r  Alderman John C o l l ,  c o i n c i d e n t a l l y  t h e  same alderman who had 

been accused  by a n o t h e r  alderman in  1520 o f  having h e r e t i c a l  r e l a t i v e s .  

The c o u r t  r e c o rd s  a l s o  show t h a t  Matthew had o t h e r  w e l l - p l a c e d  f r i e n d s
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and b u s in es s  a s s o c i a t e s .  Again,  a f t e r  h is  penance in  1527, t h e  borough 

c o u r t  r e c o r d s  revea l  Matthew to  be a b u s ines s  a s s o c i a t e  o f  Alderman 

Thomas Flyngaunt  a s  well  a s  Alderman C o l l .  Fur thermore ,  one o f  Matthew's 

c l o s e s t  a s s o c i a t e s ,  A ust in  B e r i f f ,  was to  become an alderman in  1537,  

and t h e  two e x e c u to r s  o f  Matthew's  w i l l ,  s t e p - s o n s - i n - l a w  George Sayer 

and Will iam Mott ,  l a t e r  became a ldermen ,  w i th  th e  Sayers becoming th e  

l e a d in g  a lderm an ic  f a m i ly  and s tanch  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m .

Matthew o b v io u s ly  l i v e d  in  a town where h i s  nonconforming ways and a t t i ­

t u d e s ,  and h i s  c a u t i o n  in  su b m i t t in g  to  a u t h o r i t y  when n e c e s s a r y ,  were 

q u i t e  a c c e p t a b l e  and were even t h e  wave o f  t h e  f u t u r e  in  C o lc h e s te r  and 

in Tudor England.

In o r d e r  t o  have th e  kind o f  ac c e p ta n c e  from th e  community which 

Thomas Matthew had,  t h e r e  must have been many, even among th e  l e a d e r s ,  

who were sym pathe t ic  t o  h is  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s .  We do not  have to  

look  f a r  to  f i n d  sym path izers  among a lderm an ic  f a m i l i e s ,  f o r  two o f  t h e  

women c i t e d  as  p o s s i b l e  h e r e t i c s  were widows o f  aldermen.  K ather ine  

Swayne, widow o f  Alderman John Swayne, was among th o s e  named by John 

Pykas a s  having heard h is  t e a c h in g s  but  in  a s t a t e m e n t  perhaps  r e f l e c ­

t i v e  o f  her  more e x a l t e d  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  Pykas,  upon being asked about  

M is t r e s s  Swayne, s a id  t h a t  he was i g n o r a n t ,  bu t  t h a t  "she i s  r e p u te d  fo r  

a known woman." Rober t  B es t ,  a "known man," seems t o  have been th e  o l d ­

e s t  son o f  Alderman Robert  Bes t ,  who had died  in  1508.^^ Also named as  

a l i s t e n e r  t o  John Pykas was Margaret  Cowbridge,  widow o f  Alderman 

Robert  Cowbridge,  and William Reylond t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  M is t r e s s  Cowbridge 

was a "known woman." However, in  t h e  J u l y ,  1528 v i s i t a t i o n  by Wharton 

to  C o l c h e s t e r ,  Cowbridge brought 8 compurgators who swore t h a t  she was 

no t  a h e r e t i c ,  and she was t h e r e f o r e  " l a w f u l l y  purged" and r e s t o r e d  "to
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her former fame." She then  had to  swear t o  "keep th e  C a th o l i c  f a i t h ,  

t h a t  she should no t  knowingly favour  h e r e t i c s ,  nor conceal  them, nor 

c o n t r a c t  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  them: and t h a t  i f  she knew any h e r e t i c s ,  she 

should  denounce them with  t h e i r  h e r e s i e s ,  a s  soon as she c o u l d . "  In 

l i g h t  o f  t h a t  o a t h ,  one wonders i f  she was a l i v e  when her  son ,  Will iam 

Cowbridge,  was burned as  a h e r e t i c  a t  Oxford in 1538.^® One o f  Mis­

t r e s s  Cowbridge 's  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  Kateryn ,  m arr i ed  i n t o  a n o th e r  a l d e r ­

manic f a m i ly ,  t h e  B a r d e f e ld s ,  who had c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  L o l l a r d  Maryon 

Wesden Matthew. P i e t y  in  i t s  more r a d i c a l  form was an u n d e r c u r r e n t  in  

s eve ra l  a ldermanic  f a m i l i e s .  Yet ,  t h e y  were not  w i l l i n g - - o r  f o o l i s h  

enough—t o  s u f f e r  f o r  i t ;  th e y  saw t h e  power o f  t h e  church  and r e a l i s ­

t i c a l l y  subm it ted  to  i t  when n e c e s s a r y .

P i e t y ,  whether  exp res sed  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  in c h a r i t a b l e  beques ts  

o r  in p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  dead o r  e xp re s sed  by b e l i e f  in John Pykas '  unor ­

thodox t e a c h i n g s ,  was a u n i f y i n g  f o r c e  in  l a t e  medieval C o l c h e s t e r ,  

merging t h e  l a y  peop le  t o g e t h e r  in  a s i n g l e  d e s i r e  to  seek God.^* Both 

t h e  s tr eam s o f  co n v e n t io n a l  p i e t y  and t h e  r a d i c a l  p i e t y  o f  the  L o l l a r d -  

P r o t e s t a n t s  were a c c e l e r a t e d  by a c e r t a i n  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  in  t h e  commu­

n i t y .  We s h a l l  s ee  t h a t  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  L o l l a rd y  in  

C o lc h e s t e r  produced a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m ,  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  co n f id e n c e  o f  

t h e  townsman in  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  l e a d  a l i f e  p l e a s i n g  t o  God made any 

abuses  in  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  system and t h e  need f o r  reform a l l  t h e  

more ev iden t .^®  Yet,  knowing how impotent  th e y  were a g a i n s t  t h e  power 

o f  t h e  church  o r  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  burgesses  bided t h e i r  t im e ,  

w a i t i n g  t o  s e i z e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  as  th e y  came. Thomas Audley—and th e  

King—found an o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  t h e  Reformation P a r l i am en t  beginning  in 

1529,  and many o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  bu rgesses  were quick  t o  do what they
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could  t o  p o i n t  o u t  abuses  in  t h e  church  and among i t s  c l e r g y .

S ec t ion  2:  A n t i c l e r i c a l  ism and E a r ly  Reform

The C o lc h e s t e r  c o u r t  r o l l s  o f t e n  reco rd ed  s u i t s  in v o lv in g  c l e rg y ,  

w i th  t h e  g r e a t e r  number o f  t h e  s u i t s  be ing o r i g i n a t e d  by th e  c l e r g y ,  

sometimes a g a i n s t  each o t h e r  bu t  more o f t e n  a g a i n s t  laymen on cha rge s  o f  

d e b t ,  f r a u d ,  or  t r e s p a s s .  Too,  t h e  c l e r g y  were o f t e n  c i t e d  fo r  having 

unclean  d i t c h e s  and f o r  o t h e r  p e t t y  o f f e n s e s .  The behav io r  and morals  

o f  t h e  c l e r g y ,  though ,  were no rm al ly  t h e  p rov ince  o f  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

c o u r t s  and on ly  r a r e l y  were such m a t t e r s  mentioned in  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  

c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  and then  o n ly  a t  one o f  t h e  t h r e e  c o u r t  l e e t s  du r ing  th e  

y e a r ,  c a l l e d  a Law Hundred. In 1511 t h e r e  seem to  have been an unusual  

number o f  u n ru ly  p r i e s t s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  f o r  th e  j u r o r s  a t  t h e  Law Hun­

d reds  mention p r i e s t s  a s s a u l t i n g  aldermen and each o t h e r ,  " a g a i n s t  t h e  

K ing 's  peace and t o  t h e  e v i l  example o f  o t h e r  u n ru ly  p r i e s t s . "  Such c i ­

t a t i o n s  were no t  common, and to  have more than  one a y e a r  was n o t a b l e ,  

so i t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  t h e  s e v e ra l  c i t a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  u n ru ly  p r i e s t s  i n d i ­

c a t e  a wave o f  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  around th e  t im e  o f  t h e  burn ing o f  William 

Sweeting and James Brewster  in  1511.^®

The same m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  i s  e v i d e n t  a t  t h e  

f i r s t  Law Hundred a f t e r  t h e  many C o l c h e s t e r  people  were c a l l e d  to  London 

f o r  examinat ion f o r  he re sy  in  March and Apr i l  o f  1527.  Suddenly t h e  

p resen tm en ts  in t h e  South Ward read  l i k e  a g o s s ip  column: " S i r  Roger,

soul p r i e s t  a t  t h e  Kythe,  i l l  r u l e  w i th  H u r ry ' s  w i f e .  . . . John Blak- 

s a l l ,  f o r  m a in ta in in g  h i s  w ife  in  i l l  r u l e  w i th  p r i e s t s  and o t h e r  knaves 

. . . .  Dominus John T h i x s t y l l ,  S a c r i s t  o f  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  i l l  r u l e  w i th
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t h e  w ife  o f  t h e  l a t e  Richard  Rychold."  A f te r  t h a t ,  one o r  two such c i ­

t a t i o n s  were given a t  each Law Hundred, but  a t  t h e  January  15 ,  1531 Law 

Hundred t h e  burgesses  seemed more eage r  than  usual  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  s i n s  o f  

th e  p r i e s t s ,  even o f  t h e  parsons  o f  t h e  l e a d in g  ch u rch e s .

The unusual  in d i c tm e n t s  o f  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  C o lc h e s te r  parsons  

in  1531 m i r ro re d  t h e  even ts  on t h e  n a t io n a l  l e v e l .  King Henry had been 

moving toward t h e  ide a  o f  Royal Supremacy w i th  h i s  a t t a c k s  on t h e  p r i v i ­

l e g e s  o f  t h e  c l e r g y ,  and t h e  f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  t h e  Reformation Par l i ament  

in 1529 had passed t h r e e  a c t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  c l e r g y  which 

made in roads  i n t o  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Courts  C h r i s t i a n  

w i th i n  t h e  rea lm .  In Jan u a ry ,  1531, both  Convocation and P a r l i am en t  met, 

and on January  24 t h e  Southern Convocation,  fo l lowed by t h e  n o r the rn  

body,  fo rm a l ly  subm it ted  to  t h e  charges  a g a i n s t  them and r e c e iv e d  royal  

pardon,  c o s t i n g  them k l0 0 ,0 0 0 .  The l a i t y  had won a major b a t t l e  over  

t h e  c l e r g y ,  but  o n ly  w i th  th e  help o f  t h e  King.^®

The burgesses  o f  C o lc h e s t e r ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a l r e a d y  annoyed by the  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s  over  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i t s  p eop le ,  

were quick t o  make t h e i r  own in roads  i n t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  church 

c o u r t s .  On October 4 ,1529 ,  be fo re  t h e  passage  o f  th e  t h r e e  a c t s  a g a i n s t  

t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  of  t h e  c l e r g y ,  t h e  burgesses  t e s t e d  th e  w a te rs  by t r y i n g  

t h e  Curate o f  Lexden in  a Session o f  t h e  Peace on charges  o f  t h e  r e g r a t ­

ing o f  g r a i n .  H e r e to f o r e ,  c l e r i c s  had been charged only  in  t h e  m i lde r  

c o u r t  l e e t ,  t h e  Law Hundred. No more c l e r i c s  were charged in Sess ions  

o f  t h e  Peace u n t i l  J anuary  16,  1531, t h e  same month in  which t h e  Submis­

s ion  o f  t h e  Clergy  came, and t h i s  t ime th e  burgesses  in  a Sess ion  o f  th e  

Peace charged two l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  and i n f l u e n t i a l  parsons with  charges  

o f  m isb e h a v io r ,  having f i r s t  charged them in  a Law Hundred on th e  same
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day.  Richard  Caumond, Vicar  o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church s in c e  1494, was a c ­

cused  o f  rap ing  Joan Feks,  having "h is  p l e a s u r e  and l u s t  w i th  h e r , "  and 

John Wayne, Rector  o f  S t .  James ' Church s in c e  1510 and th e  Bishop o f  

London's O f f i c i a l ,  was in  an a f f r a y  with  a S e rgean t  o f  t h e  Mace who had 

come to  d e l i v e r  an announcement,  i t s  n a t u r e  unknown t o  u s ,  from th e  

B a i l i f f s  o f  t h e  town.

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  c l e r g y  and t h e  l a i t y  remained s t r a i n e d  

in 1532, when some p e r t  r e p l i e s  were given by Margaret  Bowgas t o  a p a r ­

son in  C o lc h e s te r  when he asked  her i f  she would go on p i lg r im a g e .  The 

exchange between them q u ic k ly  moved in t o  h i s  warning her  t h a t  she would 

burn f o r  h e r e s y ,  bu t  she remained b o ld ly  d i s r e s p e c t f u l .  F i n a l l y ,  though, 

with  " g r e a t  p e r s u a s i o n s ,  she gave over  t o  Foxford ,  th e  c h a n c e l l o r ,  and 

submit ted  h e r s e l f . "  Perhaps i t  was th e  same kind o f  bo ldness  a g a i n s t  

th e  p r i e s t s  and co n f id e n ce  in  themselves  which prompted t h e  C o lc h e s te r  

burgesses  in  1532 to  make an a c c u s a t io n  o f  w i t c h c r a f t  ( t h e  f i r s t  r e ­

corded  in  t h e  Tudor c o u r t  r o l l s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ) ;  t h i s  was aga in  an a rea  

normal ly  l e f t  t o  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s .  On t h e  n a t io n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  

same boldness  aga in  p r e v a i l e d  in  t h e  S u p p l i c a t i o n  a g a i n s t  th e  O rd in a r ie s .  

a long l i s t  o f  com pla in t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  workings o f  t h e  church  c o u r t s ,  

c l e r i c a l  f e e s ,  f r i v o l o u s  excommunication and t i t h e s ,  a l i s t  p robably  

drawn up in  1529 by th e  House but  p r e s en te d  to  t h e  King by Speaker 

Audley on March 18,  1532. Also in t h e  same y e a r ,  C o lc h e s te r  M.P.

Richard Ryche was e l e c t e d  Recorder o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and Thomas Audley r e ­

s igned as  Town Clerk  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  becoming Lord Keeper o f  t h e  G rea t  

Seal in  May, 1532; t h e  new s e a l ,  c u t  when Audley became Lord Keeper,  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  showed Henry s i t t i n g  in m a je s ty  wear ing t h e  domed crown 

im per ia l  r a t h e r  than  the  f l a t  crown o f  a k in g .^ ^
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The Crown p u b l i sh e d  pamphlets  to  make i t s  view o f  Royal Suprem­

acy  known t o  t h e  p e o p le :  A G lasse  o f  t h e  T ru the  in  mid-1532,  t h e  

A r t i c l e s  d e v i se d  by th e  h o l l e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  K ing 's  Council in l a t e  1533, 

and in  1534 A L i t t l e  T r e a t i s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  M u t te r in g s  o f  some P a p i s t s  in  

C o r n e r s . I t  was p robab ly  t h o s e  same pamphlets  which caused  more t e n s i o n  

between t h e  c l e r g y  and l a i t y  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  when Henry Fas ted  (p robab ly  

t h e  Henry F e r s t e d  l i s t e d  by Foxe as one who had e a r l i e r  a b j u r e d )  showed 

" c e r t a i n  books o f  t h e  K ing ' s  p r i n t "  which " the  ho ly  f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l i t y  canno t  a b i d e  to  r ead  o r  hea r"  and which th e y  p reven ted  th e  

K ing ' s  s u b j e c t s  from r e a d i n g .  John Wayne, t h e  same r e c t o r  who was in  an 

a f f r a y  w i th  a town o f f i c i a l  i n  1531 ,  preached a g a i n s t  t h e  books and r e ­

fused  t o  look a t  them when Fas ted  t r i e d  t o  show them to  Wayne a f t e r  he 

had a l r e a d y  shown them to  " c e r t a i n  w orsh ip fu l  men o f  C o l c h e s t e r . "  Wayne 

wanted t h e  "worsh ip fu l  men" t o  c o n f i s c a t e  t h e  books ,  but  th e y  d id  n o t ,  

a l th o u g h  th e y  d id  w r i t e  down t h e i r  t i t l e s .  Dr. T h y s te l l  , p robab ly  t h e  

same c l e r i c  who had been charged  w i th  " i l l  r u l e "  in  1527,  preached 

a g a i n s t  t h e  books in  t h e  Grey F r i a r s '  Church,  l i k e n i n g  them to  t h e  f i g  

t r e e  which C h r i s t  c u r s e d .  There seems t o  have been wide suppo r t  f o r  th e  

K ing 's  p o l i c i e s ,  bo th  among th e  " h e r e t i c s "  such as Margare t  Bowgas and 

Henry F a s t e d ,  bu t  a l s o  among t h e  "worship fu l  men." A f t e r  a l l ,  Audley 

had l i v e d  and worked among th o s e  w orsh ip fu l  men f o r  17 y e a r s  as town 

c l e r k ,  and he was a c o u s in  to  t h e  l e a d in g  f a m i l y ,  t h e  Cr is tm asses .^®  

Though some o f  t h e  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  King stemmed from a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  

and from L o l l a r d - P r o t e s t a n t  b e l i e f s ,  o r thodox l a y  p i e t y  he lped p repare  

t h e  l a i t y  f o r  i t s  c o n f i d e n t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  ohurch under t h e  King.

The Act o f  Supremacy,  making King Henry "Supreme Head on Earth 

o f  t h e  Church o f  England ,"  passed  in  t h e  s i x t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Reformation
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P a r l i a m e n t  a t  t h e  end o f  1534.  A Sess ion  o f  t h e  Peace in C o lc h e s te r  in 

A p r i l ,  1535,  r e v e a l e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  f e e l i n g s  which were engendered  by 

t h e  Act o f  Supremacy.  I t  was charged  t h a t  Will iam Havens,  c h a p l a i n  in  

ch a rg e  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  church  o f  S t .  N ic h o la s ,  " read  a c e r t a i n  book c a l l e d  

' l e  s e n t e n c e '  and then  and t h e r e  prayed f o r  t h e  very  Holy F a the r  in 

C h r i s t ,  t h e  Bishop o f  Rome, w i th  t h e  C o l lege  o f  C a rd in a l s  and then  and 

t h e r e  s a i d ,  in  acco rdance  with  c e r t a i n  a r t i c l e s  co n ta in e d  in  t h e  s a i d  

Book o f  S e n t e n c e s , we canno t  have a b s o l u t i o n  u n le s s  we a r e  w i l l i n g  to  be 

s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  holy  c o u r t  o f  Rome. And he s a i d  and propounded very  many 

o t h e r  words a g a i n s t  t h e  l a u d a b l e  s t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  Lord King in  t h i s  c a s e  

l a t e l y  i s s u e d  and p ro v id e d . "  The burgesses  th ough t  t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  th e  

King to  be " l a u d a b l e , "  even though i t  was t h e  same a c t  with  i t s  accompa­

nying Treason Act which would b r in g  th e  C a r th u s ian  monks, John F i s h e r  

(who had been made a Cardinal  in  e a r l y  1535) ,  and Thomas More to  t h e i r  

d e a t h s  w i th i n  t h e  n ex t  3 months.

The bu rg es s e s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  were undoubtedly  loya l  to  t h e  King 

and were d e c r e a s i n g l y  r e l i a n t  on t h e  c l e r g y .  One mark o f  t h e  l e s s e n i n g  

in f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  p r i e s t s  which we can c h a r t  was t h e  small number o f  

c l e r i c s  who were named as e x e c u to r s  o r  s u p e r v i s o r s  by C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a ­

t o r s  ( s ee  Table 2 4 ) .  Almost none were named in t h e  Reformation y e a r s ,  

w i th  t h e  l a s t  c l e r i c  named as e x e c u to r  in  1533 and t h e  l a s t  one as s u ­

p e r v i s o r  in  1540.

Though t h e  bu rgesses  o f  C o lc h e s te r  showed themselves  on th e  

K ing ' s  s i d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l e r g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  Royal Su­

premacy,  th e y  were no t  r a d i c a l s  by any means; t h e  more conven t iona l  o r ­

thodoxy s t i l l  p r e v a i l e d  on many r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s .  In t h e  same Sess ion  

o f  t h e  Peace in which Will iam Havens was c i t e d  f o r  h i s  sympathy with  th e
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T ab le  24

Number o f  T e s t a t o r s  Naming C l e r i c s  
as  Executor o r  S u p e r v i s o r ,  1485-1558

Tota l  No. 
o f  W ill s

Named C l e r i c  
as Executor!

Named C le r i c  
as  S u p e rv i s o r

Total  
Naming C l e r i c s

1485-1499 16 3 - 3 (19%)

1500-1509 81 4 6 10 (12%)

1 51 0-1519 64 - 11 11 (17%)

1520-1529 42 - 3 3 (7%)

1530-1539 58 1 (1533) 1 2 (3.4%)

1540-1549 68 - 1 (1540) 1 (1.5%)

1550-1558 75 - 0

 ̂ Only 2 c l e r i c s  were s o l e  e x e c u t o r s ,  in  1501 and 1506.

Papacy,  a p a r i s h  c l e r k  was charged f o r  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  to  a u r i c u l a r  con­

f e s s i o n ,  and f o u r  l a y  persons  were charged  with  having op in io n s  " a g a i n s t  

t h e  sacrament o f  t h e  a l t a r . "  The c o l o r f u l  s t a t e m e n t s  in  Engl ish  o f  t h e  

l a y  persons  were a l l  g iv e n ,  and t h e  fo l lo w in g  o p in io n s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  

Will iam Wodcok was t y p i c a l  o f  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g :

That  th e  sacram ent o f  t h e  a l t a r  i s  made o f  dough,  and th e y  would 
make us b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  God in  form o f  b read ,  and so they  make us 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  moon i s  made o f  a green  c h e e s e ,  and t h a t  a ' t o r d e  
o f  h i s  a r s e '  i s  a s  good a s  any p i c t u r e  in  t h e  c h u r c h ,  and t h a t  t h e
w a te r  running  in  t h e  g u t t e r  i s  as  good as  t h e  ho ly  w a te r  and t h a t  he
had as l e a v e  to  be bu r ied  in  t h e  high way a s  in  t h e  church yard  fo r
any hal lowing t h a t  i s  t h e r e .

Again in  t h e s e  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  bu rgesses  were hand l ing  mat­

t e r s  which were w i th i n  t h e  purview of t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s ,  not  

o n ly  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  moral b e h a v i o r ,  but  now conce rn ing  h e r e t i c a l  o p i n ­

i o n s .  Ralph Houlbrooke found t h a t  in  Norwich,  t o o ,  l a y  c o u r t s  in  t h e
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same pe r io d  were p roceed ing  a g a i n s t  many o f  th o s e  who exp res sed  uno r th o ­

dox o p i n i o n s .  I t  seems t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e  ep iscopa l  c o u r t s  were 

n e g l e c t i n g  such t o p i c s .  Margare t  S puf fo rd  found t h a t  t h e  d iocesan  

c o u r t s  o f  Ely were d e a l in g  w i th  t h e  mora ls  o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  but  not  w i th  

t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  Thus,  t h e  way was l e f t  open f o r  t h e  l o c a l  s e c u l a r  c o u r t s  

t o  a c t  on t h e  m a t t e r  o f  unorthodox o p i n i o n s .  The C o lc h e s te r  borough 

c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  t h e n ,  a r e  q u i t e  v a l u a b l e  f o r  t h e  l i g h t  t h a t  th e y  shed on 

th e  r e l i g i o u s  views o f  t h e  l a i t y  in  t h e  p e r io d  o f  r e fo rm .

The b u rg e s s e s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  were no t  o n ly  f i r m l y  w i th  t h e  Crown 

on th e  m a t t e r  o f  Royal Supremacy over  t h e  c h u r c h ,  but  t h e i r  j u d i c i a l  

c i t a t i o n s  on m a t t e r s  o f  b e l i e f  show them to  be d o c t r i n a l l y  p r e s c i e n t  in 

uphold ing  a u r i c u l a r  c o n f e s s io n  and t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  

d o c t r i n a l  fo rm u la ry  i s s u e d  by t h e  Supreme Head o f  t h e  Church o f  England, 

t h e  Ten A r t i c l e s ,  took  t h e  same s t a n d  on penance and th e  Euchar is t .^®

The b u rg e s s e s  o f  1535 were t h e r e b y  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  extreme p o s i t i o n s  o f  

t h e  L o l l a rd s  and o f  many P r o t e s t a n t  r e f o r m e r s ,  though t h e r e  was no doubt  

o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  King and h is  l a y  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  chu rch .  The i r s  

was not  mere a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  e i t h e r ,  bu t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  was a l s o  a de­

velopment o f  t h e  urban  l a y  p i e t y  which had been growing in C o l c h e s t e r - -  

a p i e t y  which,  though f a i r l y  o r th o d o x ,  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e s i ro u s  o f  l a y  

c o n t r o l .

S e c t io n  3: D i s s o l u t io n  o f  t h e  M onas te r ie s

There i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  in t h e  borough c o u r t  r o l l s  t h a t  t h e  d i s ­

s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  m o n a s t e r i e s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  u p s e t t i n g  t o  t h e  peop le  o f  

C o l c h e s t e r .  The d i s s o l u t i o n  d i d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f o r c e  some changes on th e  

r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  t h e  town, p a r t l y  because  t h e  advowson o f  most o f  t h e
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C o lc h e s te r  p a r i s h  churches  had been held by the  r e l i g i o u s  houses .  A 

comprehensive survey  o f  Engl ish  monast ic  w e a l t h ,  t h e  Valor E c c l e s i a s t i -  

c u s , was made in 1535,  and a t  t h e  beginning  o f  t h e  fo l low ing  y e a r ,  the  

l a s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Reformation P ar l i am en t  was given ev idence  by Thomas 

Cromwell t h a t  c o r r u p t i o n  was r i f e  in  Engl ish  monast ic ism .  P a r l i am en t  

th e n  passed  an a c t  d i s s o l v i n g  a l l  houses worth l e s s  than  t200  a y e a r ,  

and t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  were v e s t e d  in  t h e  C r o w n . O f  t h e  fou r  r e l i g i o u s  

houses in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a l l  bu t  t h e  B e n ed ic t in e  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey f e l l  

under th e  a c t  o f  1536. The f i r s t  t o  be d i s s o l v e d  was the  August in ian  

S t .  B o to l p h ' s  P r i o r y ,  which was g ra n te d  t o  S i r  Thomas Audley on May 26,  

1536. The e n t r y  in  t h e  borough c o u r t  r o l l s  which f i r s t  mentioned t h e  

d i s s o l u t i o n  was a t r i u m p h a n t ly  phrased  deed ,  da ted  September 10,  1536: 

" I ,  Thomas Audley,  Knight ,  Lord C hance l lo r  o f  England,  have g ran ted  to  

Thomas F lyngaun t ,  Alderman,  a c e r t a i n  meadow in  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  p a r i s h  and 

. . . which were l a t e  p a r t  o f  t h e  lands  o f  t h e  l a t e  P r io ry  o f  S t .  

B o t o l p h ' s ,  r e c e n t l y  suppressed  and d i s s o lv e d  by a u t h o r i t y  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  

and which I ,  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  Thomas Audley,  l a t e l y  had to  m yse l f  and my 

h e i r s  in  p e r p e t u i t y ,  by t h e  g i f t  and g r a n t  o f  t h e  most dread and uncon­

quered P r in ce  and Lord,  Henry V I I I ,  King o f  England and F rance ,  now 

Defender o f  t h e  F a i t h ,  Lord o f  I r e l a n d  and on e a r t h  Supreme Head o f  th e  

Engl ish  Church,  as  i s  f u l l y  shown by L e t t e r s  P a t e n t .  . . . "  Another 

a lderman,  John C r i s tm as ,  E s q . ,  o f  t h e  l e a d in g  a lderm an ic  fam i ly  and a 

cous in  to  Thomas Audley,  was a major p u rch as e r  o f  former p r i o r y  lands  

from Audley,  but  even th e  l a s t  P r i o r  o f  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  Thomas Tum our ,  

and h is  s i s t e r  purchased some o f  t h e  proper ty .^®

Financ ia l  b e n e f i t  from t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  was no t  v e ry  wide ly  

spread  among th e  bu rgesses  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  however. Lord C hance l lo r
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Audley was e n r i c h e d ,  having a l s o  r e c e iv e d  t h e  P r io r y  o f  t h e  Holy Cross 

on Apr i l  24 ,  1542, and Audley helped  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  as town c l e r k ,  

R ichard  Duke, G e n t . ,  and some o t h e r  lo c a l  g e n t ry  t o  p r o f i t ,  which i s  in  

accord  w i th  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  w ea l th  o f  t h e  monas­

t e r i e s .  As. W. G. Hoskins noted  in  h i s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  "p lu n d e r  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h , "  i t  was " the  g e n t r y ,  o ld  and new, who ga ined  by f a r  t h e  most  

l a n d . "  King Henry kept  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  F ranc iscan  F r i a r y  f o r  a w h i l e ,  

l e a s i n g  i t  to  F ranc is  Jobson ,  t h e  son and grandson o f  C o lc h e s t e r  a l d e r ­

men, who was r a p i d l y  r i s i n g  i n t o  t h e  g e n t r y  th rough  h i s  en r ichm en t  as 

one o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  V i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  M o n a s te r i e s .^ ^

In 1538 th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  m o n a s t e r i e s  was being 

c o n s i d e r e d ,  and Audley a t  f i r s t  p leaded  f o r  t h e  co n t in u a n c e  o f  t h e  

B ened ic t ine  S t .  J o h n ' s  Abbey, no t  as  a m onas te ry ,  bu t  as  a c o l l e g i a t e  

ch u rc h ,  w i th  Audley a rgu ing  t h a t  numerous poor people  in C o lc h e s t e r  

were r e l i e v e d  by S t .  J o h n ' s .  Nothing was to  save S t .  J o h n ' s ,  however,  

n o t  even a r e c a l c i t r a n t  Abbot,  Thomas Beche ( a l i a s  M a r s h a l l ) ,  who was 

a r r e s t e d  in  O ctober ,  1539,  on a cha rge  o f  t r e a s o n ,  but  a c t u a l l y  because 

he was u n w i l l in g  t o  hand o v e r  t h e  monaste ry  t o  t h e  King, The accoun t  

o f  t h e  examinat ion o f  Marshal l  and o f  t h e  w i tn e s s e s  a g a i n s t  him p rov ide  

a gl impse i n t o  some o f  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  abou t  t h e  K ing 's  r e ­

form. Beche had a s s e r t e d  t h a t  "two o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e  King 's  counc i l  had 

brought  h i s  g race  to  such a cove tous  mind t h a t  i f  a l l  t h e  w a te r  in  

Thames d id  f low gold  and s i l v e r  i t  were no t  a b l e  t o  quench h i s  g r a c e ' s  

t h i r s t . "  Speaking o f  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  in  1536,  t h e  P i lg r im age  o f  Grace,  

Beche had s a id  t h a t  t h e  N or the rne rs  were "good men, muckle in  t h e  mouth, 

g r e a t  c r a c k e r s ,  and no th ing  worth  in  t h e i r  d e e d s , "  and "I would t o  God, 

t h e  r e b e l s  in t h e  North Country had t h e  Archbishop o f  C ante rbury
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[Cranmer] ,  t h e  Lord C hance l lo r  [Audley] and t h e  Lord Pr ivy  Seal 

[Cromwell] amongst them, and t h e n ,  I t r u s t  we should  have a merry  world 

a g a i n . "  The Abbot was s e n t  back t o  C o lc h e s te r  to  be t r i e d  by an ap­

po in ted  commission o f  Essex g e n t ry  and a grand j u r y  o f  Essex men, i n ­

c l u d in g  th e  aldermen o f  C o l c h e s t e r .  The Abbot was found g u i l t y  and was 

drawn on a s l e d g e  th rough  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  to  h i s  e x ec u t io n  by 

hanging on December 1 , 1539. Although Audieywas most  eage r  to  have th e  

abbey l a n d s ,  th e y  s tay ed  in  t h e  hands o f  t h e  King u n t i l  t h e  wars with  

France and Sco tland  fo rc e d  th e  mass ive  s e l l i n g  o f  monastery  lands  in  

t h e  e a r l y  1 5 4 0 ' s .  In F ra n c i s  J o b s o n ' s  p o s se s s io n  f o r  a t im e ,  t h e  abbey 

l a nds  were f i n a l l y  so ld  in 1548 to  John Lucas,  E s q . ,  Town Clerk  o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  and t h i r d  son o f  a Bury S t .  Edmunds g e n t ry  f a m i ly —thus  a n o th e r

example o f  t h e  g e n t ry  b e n e f i t t i n g  from t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  monas-
27t e r i e s . ^ '

In t h e  month befo re  Abbot Beehe 's  e x e c u t io n ,  on November 12,  

1539,  t h e  b a i l i f f s  and commonalty o f  C o lc h e s te r  were p r e s e n t e d  w i th  a 

g i f t  from King Henry,  perhaps  f o r  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  to  him, t h e  g i f t  being 

t h e  c h a n t r i e s  in  S t .  H e len ' s  Chapel and in  S t .  Mary's  Church with  t h e i r  

a t t a c h e d  l a n d s ,  w i th  th e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  th e  b a i l i f f s  m a in ta in  a f r e e  

school in  t h e  town, in  accordance  w i th  th e  wishes o f  Thomas Lord Audley. 

L i t t l e  i s  known o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  th o s e  c h a n t r y  l a n d s ,  bu t  a deed o f  1550 

r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  Audley fam i ly  owned some o f  t h e  " p o s s e s s io n s  o f  the  

c o n f r a t e r n i t y  o r  g u i l d  o f  S t .  He len ,"  so p robab ly  both Audley and the  

town b e n e f i t t e d  from t h e  g i f t .  The c h a n t r i e s  in  S t .  H e le n ' s  Chapel had 

e a r l i e r  been under t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  t h e  b a i l i f f s  and o f  t h e  Guild o f  

S t .  Helen,  but  t h e  Holy Cross f r i a r s  had se rved  as c h a p l a in s  f o r  t h e  

Guild o f  S t .  Helen f o r  some t i m e ,  and in  t h e  e a r l y  15 3 0 ' s  t h e  P r i o r  o f
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t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  had been d e s c r ib e d  as  t h e  P r i o r  o f  Holy Cross and 

S t .  Helen,  i n d i c a t i n g  a merging o f  t h e  two.  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  then, 

t h a t  t h e  King had taken  t h e  c h a n t r y  l a n d s  when t h e  Crossed F r i a r s  were 

d i s s o l v e d ,  so t h a t  now t h e  King was g iv in g  back to  t h e  town what was 

a l r e a d y  i t s  own, bu t  w i th  more freedom in  hand l ing  i t .  The o t h e r  p a r t  

o f  t h e  g i f t ,  t h e  c h a n t r y  in  S t .  Mary's Church,  t h e  E l ian o re  Chantry,  

was p o s s i b l y  a p a r t  o f  t h e  K ing 's  a t t a c k  on ep i scopa l  e s t a t e s ,  s i n c e  

S t .  Mary's  was i n  t h e  pa t ronage  o f  t h e  Bishop o f  London. A grammar 

school in  c o n n ec t io n  w i th  S t .  Mary's  Church had e x i s t e d  under th e  

Bishop o f  London s in c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  e a r l y  13th  c e n t u r y ,  so now th e  

school was under t h e  b a i l i f f s  o f  t h e  town f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  Educa­

t i o n  in  C o lc h e s t e r  was t h e r e f o r e  coming under l a y  c o n t ro l  th rough th e
pQ

e a r l y  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  c h a n t r i e s .

S e c t io n  4 :  Reformation D oc t r ine  and P r a c t i c e s

The d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  m o n a s t e r i e s  and t h e  g iv ing  away o f  chan­

t r y  and b i s h o p ' s  l a n d s  were f a r  from th e  on ly  church  reforms o f  the  

l a t e  1 5 3 0 ' s ;  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e  were a l s o  

i s s u e d .  The Ten A r t i c l e s  o f  1536, p a r t l y  in f l u e n c e d  by Lutheran t h e o l ­

ogy,  l i m i t e d  th e  number o f  sac ram ents  t o  t h r e e  (penance ,  bap t i sm ,  and 

t h e  Mass) ,  a l lowed images to  remain in  churches  but  w i thou t  worship  be­

ing given to  them, and den ied  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  Purga to ry  a l though  

p raye r s  f o r  t h e  dead might  c o n t i n u e .  A second s e t  o f  Royal In ju n c t io n s  

appeared  on September 5 ,  1538, showing s t r o n g  Erasmian i n f l u e n c e s .  

" S u p e r s t i t i o n s , "  i n c l u d i n g  p i l g r i m a g e s ,  were t o  be denounced and abused 

images were t o  be d e s t r o y e d ,  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s  were to  be k e p t ,  the



309

c l e r g y  was to  t e a c h  and c a t e c h i s e  in  Engl ish  and t o  preach r e g u l a r l y ,  

and an Eng l ish  B ib le  was t o  be s e t  up in  every  p a r i s h  church  and was t o  

be a v a i l a b l e  to  a l l .  Within months,  th e  C o lc h e s te r  c o u r t  r o l l s  r e ­

f l e c t e d  t h e  new i n j u n c t i o n s ;  a t  t h e  Sess ion  o f  t h e  Peace on Apri l  28,  

1539, t h e  Cura te  o f  Lexden was charged w i th  t e a c h in g  " h is  s c h o l a r s  t h e  

p a t e r  n o s t e r  [ i . e .  in  L a t i n ] ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  mandate o f  t h e  Lord King." 

f o r  which he was f in e d  6s .  8d.  The c o u r t  r o l l  o f  1539-40 a l s o  showed 

an i n t e r e s t i n g  change from r e l i a n c e  on s a i n t s ,  i n  t h a t  t h e  usual  d a t i n g  

from S a i n t s '  Days was r e p l a c e d  by modern d a t i n g  by month and day.  The 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  B ib le  was r e f l e c t e d  in  a p r a c t i c e  no t  mentioned be­

f o r e  in  t h e  Tudor c o u r t  r o l l s :  in  a d eb t  case  in  O ctober ,  1540,  a b u r ­

gess  acknowledged th e  d eb t  and o f f e r e d ,  " i f  t h e  com pla inan t  so wished ,  

t o  swear on th e  book o f  t h e  Evangels  o f  God," t o  which th e  compla inant  

"accep ted  o a th  on th e  book." In a n o t h e r  deb t  case  in  1542,  t h e  defend­

a n t  "swore on th e  Gospels  o f  God t h a t  he d id  not  owe th e  com pla inant"  

a l l  o f  t h e  d e b t .

A d o c t r i n a l  r e t r e n c h m e n t  came in  1539 w i th  t h e  Act o f  Six 

A r t i c l e s ,  which r e a f f i rm e d  t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  and a u r i c u l a r  c o n f e s s i o n ,  

and s t i p u l a t e d  sev e re  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  h e r e t i c s .  A p a r i s h  c l e r k  o f  S t .  

P e t e r ' s  Church in  C o lc h e s te r  was a r r e s t e d  f o r  h i s  s t o u t  b e l i e f  in  gen­

e r a l  c o n f e s s i o n ,  but h i s  case  was f i n a l l y  d i sm issed  by th e  Bishop.  A 

c a s e  o f  blasphemy by c a r p e n t e r  Matthew Estwood,  "an enemy o f  God" who 

had r a i l e d  a g a i n s t  C h r i s t  h im s e l f ,  came befo re  a Sess ion  o f  t h e  Peace 

on October 3 ,  1541,  but  i t s  outcome i s  unknown. Cases cha rg ing  t h e  

c l e r g y  w i th  moral wrongs con t inued  t o  appea r  w i th  r e g u l a r i t y ,  w ith  th e  

Master  o f  t h e  H osp i ta l  o f  S t .  Mary Magdalen,  Ralph Lee,  doing th e  most 

to  feed  th e  a n t i c l e r i c a l  mood w i th  h i s  r e p e a t e d  l e c h e r y ,  r a p e .
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eav e sd ro p p in g ,  and i l l  r u l e .  There were ,  however, o t h e r  kinds o f  o f ­

f e n s e s  by t h e  c l e r g y  which d i s t u r b e d  th e  burgesses  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and 

th o s e  o f f e n s e s  had to  do w i th  th e  King 's  i n j u n c t i o n s  concern ing  r e l i ­

g io n .  At a Law Hundred on January  15,  1543,  t h e  Rector  o f  S t .  Mary's  

Church,  Thomas Kyrkham, who had been p re sen te d  by th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

Bishop o f  London, Edmund Bonner, was charged with  not  having " l e f t  in 

t h e  church  the  I n j u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Lord King, as  he ought  to  have done ."  

I t  was t h e  same r e c t o r  o f  whom i t  was s a i d  on January  14,  1544,  t h a t  he 

"m a in ta in e th  bawdry,"  and in  a Sess ion  o f  t h e  Peace on January  19,  1545, 

" t h a t  t h e  Rector  o f  S t .  Mary's  Church has not  pub l i shed  t h e  I n ju n c t io n s  

o r  S t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  Lord King in  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  church  fou r  t imes  an­

n u a l l y ,  acc o rd in g  to  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  same s t a t u t e s  a s  he ought  to 

have done ."  Also ,  Henry Becke,  Vicar  o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church,  was more 

than  once charged with  moral o f f e n s e s ,  such as having "a woman in  h is  

house i l l i c i t l y ,  in  e v i l  example ,"  but  he was a l s o  s a i d  to  "not  preach 

t h e  Gospel o f  God nor th e  S t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  Lord King." For both o f ­

f e n s e s  Becke was f in e d  10s .  each.^®

The b u rg e s s e s ,  t h e n ,  were su p p o r t in g  t h e  King 's  s t a n d  on r e l i ­

g ion ;  Richard Colbrande showed h i s  l o y a l t y  in  h i s  w i l l  o f  1540,  when he 

l e f t  6 s .  8d.  to  h i s  p a r i s h  church " to  make a sermon in s e t t i n g  o u t  o f  

th e  g l o r y  o f  God and t h e  honor o f  our  most noble p r i n c e . "  Support  f o r  

t h e  King remained even though more c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  had been 

ta ken  in  1539 and a f t e r .  Ardent  r e f o r m i s t  t h e o lo g ia n s  such as  Hugh 

Lat imer were immedia tely  u p s e t ;  he r e s ig n e d  as Bishop o f  Worcester  and 

was in  cus tody  f o r  a y e a r .  I t  i s  a commonplace o f  modern h i s t o r i c a l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  Henry’s l a s t  y e a r s  were c o n s e r v a t i v e .  For t h e  av­

e rage  b u r g e s s ,  however,  s i g n i f i c a n t  changes had a l r e a d y  o c c u r re d  and
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had l e f t  t h e i r  mark.  True ,  t h e r e  were two s u b s t a n t i a l  d o c t r i n a l  s h i f t s  

in  1539: t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t i e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t r a n s u b s t a n ­

t i a t i o n  and t h e  r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  works in s a l v a t i o n .  Both 

were s t a t e d  c l e a r l y  in  The Necessary  D oc t r ine  and E ru d i t io n  o f  a 

C h r i s t i a n  Man. which i s  a l s o  known as t h e  "King 's  Book," i s s u ed  in  1543. 

To an urban p a r i s h i o n e r ,  however,  t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Word o f  God 

in  h i s  own language  was p robab ly  much more s i g n i f i c a n t  than  were th e  

v a c i l l a t i o n s  in  d o c t r i n e .  Although t h e  Act f o r  t h e  Advancement o f  True 

Re l ig ion  in  1543 l i m i t e d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Bib le somewhat—under 

t h a t  a c t  women o f  l e s s  than  g e n t l e  s t a t u s ,  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  s e rv in g  men and 

persons  o f  low deg ree  were not  to  read  th e  B i b l e —y e t  everyone could

s t i l l  hear  i t  r e a d ,  and in  h i s  own tongue .

A s t a t e m e n t  by King Henry in  a speech given t o  P a r l i am en t  in

1545 t e l l s  us something o f  t h e  impact  made by th e  B ib l e .  Always eage r

to  avoid  extremes  so as  t o  keep peace and r i g h t  o r d e r ,  Henry cau t ioned

t h e  l a i t y  in  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t :

And a l th o u g h  you be p e rm i t t e d  to  read  Holy S c r i p t u r e  and to  have 
t h e  Word o f  God in y o u r  m o th e r - to n g u e ,  you must unders tand  t h a t  i t  
i s  l i c e n s e d  you so t o  do o n ly  t o  inform your  own consc ie nce  and to  
i n s t r u c t  your c h i l d r e n  and f a m i l y ,  and not  to  d i s p u t e  and make 
S c r i p t u r e  a r a i l i n g  and a t a u n t i n g  s to c k  a g a i n s t  p r i e s t s  and 
p r e a c h e r s ,  as  many l i g h t  persons  do.  I am very  s o r r y  to  know and 
hear  how u n r e v e r e n t l y  t h a t  most  p r e c io u s  j e w e l ,  the  Word o f  God, 
i s  d i s p u t e d ,  rhymed, sung and j a n g le d  in  every a l e - h o u s e  and ta vern ,  
c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  t r u e  meaning and d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  s a m e . 32

The Word o f  God had p e n e t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  a l e - h o u s e ;  t r u l y  i t  made an im­

pac t  on t h e  peop le .  Although t h e  people  g e n e r a l l y  no lo n g e r  prayed to  

s a i n t s  and were w i th o u t  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  images,  l i g h t s ,  and p i lg r im a g e s ,  

th e y  now heard p r a y e r s  t o  God in  t h e i r  own language ,  and in  1544 a 

l i t a n y  in  Engl ish  was in t ro d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  c h u rc h e s .  Fur thermore ,  t h e i r  

c l e r g y  was t o  preach  more r e g u l a r l y ,  and th e  peop le  were t o  be t a u g h t
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t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Lord ' s  P ra y e r ,  t h e  A r t i c l e s  o f  F a i t h ,  t h e  Ten Command­

m ents ,  and t h e  Creed in  E n g l i s h .  Access t o  God in  t h e i r  own language ,  

th rough t h e  B ib le  and p r a y e r s ,  would no doubt  help  t o  l e s s e n  any r e g r e t  

a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  o n e ' s  f a v o r i t e  s a i n t  o r  even a pe t  d o c t r i n e .  Impor tan t  

changes had occu r red  in t h e  p e o p l e ' s  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  in  p a r t  a deve lop­

ment o f  t h e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  o r thodox  l a y  person with  h i s  d e s i r e  to  know 

and se rve  God more p e r f e c t l y .  Lay p i e t y  in  C o lc h e s t e r  had g e n e r a l l y  

no t  been r a d i c a l  in  d o c t r i n e ,  bu t  i t  was s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  r e ­

form measures imposed by t h e i r  layman King which had brought God and 

h i s  word c l o s e r  t o  th e  ave rage  p a r i s h i o n e r .  The burgesses  o f  Co lches ­

t e r  could say about  t h e i r  King,  in  an unusual  memorandum in  t h e  Oath

Book in  1544 a f t e r  Henry had taken  Boulogne,  " in  h i s  d e s i g n s ,  may God
33give  good f o r t u n e . "

Reform measures became more a g g r e s s i v e  dur ing  t h e  Edwardian 

y e a r s ,  w ith  t h e  abo l ishm en t  o f  th e  Act o f  Six A r t i c l e s  and w i th  p r i e s t s  

being a l lowed  to  marry .  The Act D is so lv ing  t h e  C h a n t r i e s  was passed  

in 1547; i t  was,  a s  Alan Kre ider  has po in ted  o u t ,  a n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  o f  

t h e  e a r l i e r  d o c t r i n e  denying t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  P u rg a to ry ,  going as f a r  

back a s  t h e  Ten A r t i c l e s  in  1535.  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  chan­

t r i e s  and r e l i g i o u s  g u i l d s  seems not  to  have made a big  d i f f e r e n c e ,  ex­

c e p t  t h a t  t h e r e  were fewer p r i e s t s  ho ld ing  d i v i n e  s e r v i c e s  in th e  

c h u rc h e s .  The major c h a n t r i e s  had a l r e a d y  been ended in 1539,  and 

g u i l d s  were never  so im por tan t  in C o lc h e s te r  a s  they  were in  some o t h e r  

towns.  O b i t s ,  t e rm in a te d  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  were p robab ly  m i s s e d ,  y e t  

even th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  o b i t s  had been on t h e  d e c l i n e .  In t h e  15 2 0 ' s  

n in e  o b i t s  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  ( s ee  Tab le 18) and in  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s ,  s ix  

had been i n s t i t u t e d ,  t h e  l a s t  one in  1535,  so by t h e  t ime t h e  1547
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C h an t r ie s  Act a b o l i s h e d  o b i t s ,  a new one had no t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r

12 y e a r s .  C o lc h e s te r  had not  been slow in  throwing o f f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
34ways.

Other changes d u r ing  Edward's  r e i g n  tu rn e d  t h i n g s  ups ide  down; 

many cerem onies ,  such as t h e  use o f  holy wate r  and holy  b re a d ,  were r e ­

voked,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  remain ing  images was encouraged .  A new 

Prayer  Book came i n t o  use on June 9,  1549, which a b o l i s h e d  a l l  Lat in  

s e r v i c e s ,  a l though  in o t h e r  ways th e  P rayer  Book was q u i t e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

in  t o n e .  Not u n t i l  Warwick's  ascendancy in  l a t e  1549 d id  t h e  more ex­

treme P r o t e s t a n t  p o s i t i o n  e x e r t  much i n f l u e n c e ,  and t h e  Eng l i sh  Ordinal ,  

in t ro d u c e d  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1550, t r ans fo rm ed  t h e  C a th o l i c  p r i e s t  in t o  

a P r o t e s t a n t  m i n i s t e r ,  and th e  a l t a r  i n t o  a communion t a b l e .  The r e ­

v i s e d  Book o f  Common P ra y e r ,  used from November, 1552,  a b o l i s h e d  th e  

Mass, p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  dead ,  p r i v a t e  c o n f e s s i o n ,  and many ce rem onies .

The medieval church  was no more,  though Queen Mary would f r a n t i c a l l y  

t r y  to  r e v e r s e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

Some months a f t e r  Edward became King,  a General  V i s i t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  Church in  England was p roc la im ed ,  and t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  V i s i t o r s  

in  Essex,  made in  1548,  revea l  t h a t  t h e  churchwardens in  C o lc h e s te r  had 

taken  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  images and p i c t u r e s  s e r i ­

o u s ly .  Even b e fo re  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  however, S t .  Mary' s  Church had led  

t h e  way, beginning  14 y e a r s  b e fo re  by s e l l i n g  some o f  i t s  s i l v e r  p l a t e ,

us ing  th e  money to  put  up a s t e e p l e  and b e l l ,  t o  he lp  t h e  poor ,  and

l a t e r  to  w h i te l im e  t h e  church  and i n s c r i b e  t h e  w a l l s  w i th  S c r i p t u r a l

t e x t s  to  r e p l a c e  t h e  medieval  wall  p a i n t i n g s .  True r e f o r m e r s ,  t h e y  had

a l s o  defaced  and g lazed  th e  church  windows, i . e .  t h e y  s u b s t i t u t e d  p l a in  

g l a s s  f o r  s t a i n e d ,  and th e y  had bought a c h e s t  bound with  i r o n .
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presumably f o r  th e  s a fekeep ing  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r .  S ince  S t .  Mary's 

was Thomas Audley 's  p a r i s h  church dur ing  th e  y e a r s  when he l i v e d  in  

C o lc h e s te r  a s  Town Clerk, i t  i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  churchwardens o f  

S t .  Mary's  would be t h e  f i r s t  to  f o r e s e e  t h e  prudence o f  b e n e f i t t i n g  

themselves  from t h e i r  excess  church  goods ,  r a t h e r  than  having them 

taken  by someone e l s e .  Rich S t .  James'  Church had so ld  se v e ra l  copper 

f u r n i s h i n g s ,  us ing  th e  money " in  g l a s i n g e ,  whytelyminge,  and paynting  

t h e  same ch u rc h e s" ;  th e y  were not  d ragging  t h e i r  f e e t ,  i t  seems, in 

changing t h e i r  emphasis from s a i n t s  to  S c r i p t u r e .  David P a l l i s e r  has 

noted t h a t  one o f  th e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  was t h e  e a r l y  removal 

o f  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  and o f  images.  Some c o n s e r v a t i v e  a r e a s  such as Oxford 

and York made on ly  token compliance in 1548. Wall p a i n t i n g s  in  some 

churches  in York were not  whitewashed u n t i l  a long t ime a f t e r .  Those 

churches  which unwisely kept  a l l  t h e i r  e x t r a  church  p l a t e  would have 

cause  to  r e g r e t  i t  when in 1551 the  Pr ivy  Council d e c l a r e d  t h a t ,  s in c e  

" th e  Kinge 's  M a je s t i e  hath neede p r e s e n t l y  o f  a masse o f  money," a com­

m iss ion  would " take  i n t o  th e  Kinge 's  hands suche church p l a t e  as  r e -  

mayneth,  to  be emploied unto h i s  h ighnesse  u s e ." ^ ^

The appearance  o f  th e  p a r i s h  church had t h e r e f o r e  changed d r a s ­

t i c a l l y ;  t h e  s e r v i c e s  were q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  being in  Engl ish  with  many 

ceremonies a b o l i s h e d ,  and th e  number o f  p r i e s t s  and s e r v i c e s  were fewer, 

with  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a n t r i e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  g u i l d s ,  and a n n i v e r ­

sa ry  o b i t u a r y  masses .  Another change f o r  C o lc h es te r  c l e r i c s  was t h a t  

most o f  them were now p resen ted  to  t h e i r  l i v i n g s  by a l a y  pe rson ,  

e i t h e r  by t h e  King o r  a member o f  t h e  Audley fam i ly ;  whether t h a t  r e ­

s u l t e d  in b e t t e r  p r i e s t s  i s  u n c e r t a i n .  A number o f  t h e  a p p o in te e s  to  

b e n e f i c e s  a f t e r  th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  m o n a s t e r i e s  seem to  have been
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former members o f  r e l i g i o u s  houses ,  such as c l e r i c  John Gyppys who was 

p r e s en te d  to  t h e  Church o f  S t .  Michael in  Mil end in  1542.  A John 

Gyppys had sworn f e a l t y  to  t h e  King as  a canon o f  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  in  1534, 

and t h e r e  a r e  s eve ra l  o t h e r  c l e r i c a l  names in  t h a t  1534 l i s t  which r e ­

appea r  a s  p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  in l a t e r  y e a r s . ^ ?  The c a r e e r  o f  one o f  th e  

c h a n t r y  p r i e s t s  in C o lc h e s te r  can be followed.  One S i r  Nicholas  Davy, 

d e s c r ib e d  in  the  1548 c h a n t r y  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a s  being about  50 y e a r s  o f  

a g e ,  o f  small l e a r n i n g  but  o f  good c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  was c h a p l a in  o f  t h e  

Berwick c h a n t r y  in  S t .  L eona rd 's  Church a t  i t s  d i s s o l u t i o n .  King 

Edward VI p re sen te d  him to  t h e  church in Greenstead in  1548,  and in 

1550,  to  S t .  Leonard 's  Church.  He was s t i l l  parson o f  S t .  Leonard 's  a t  

t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  h is  w i l l  in  1560,  by which t ime he had marr ied  and 

f a t h e r e d  a son.^®

S ec t io n  5; Under t h e  F i r e  o f  Queen Mary

S ince  C o lc h e s te r  had changed c o m p ara t iv e ly  q u ic k ly  i n t o  th e  

ways o f  t h e  Reformation ,  i t  might  appear  t h a t  Mary 's  a c c e s s i o n  on th e  

d ea th  o f  King Edward In J u l y ,  1553,  would o cca s ion  immediate r e s i s ­

ta n c e  from t h e  C o lc h e s te r  b u rg e s s e s .  I n s t e a d ,  town o f f i c i a l s  welcomed 

Mary in  C o lc h e s te r  w i th  a s i l v e r  cup and L20 as  she made her way to 

London, t r ium phan t  in  her  v i c t o r y  over  N or thumber land 's  a t t e m p t  to 

p la ce  Lady Jane Grey on th e  t h r o n e .  Although Queen Mary was known to  

be an a r d e n t  Romanist,  t h e  bu rgesses  had no r e a s o n a b l e  c h o ice  but  to  

welcome th e  r i g h t f u l  h e i r  to  the  t h r o n e .  The i r  s t r e n g t h  and freedom, 

a f t e r  a l l ,  l a y  in  t h e  Crown; w i thou t  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Crown they  

cou ld  e a s i l y  f a l l  p rey  t o  th e  power o f  th e  lo c a l  n o b i l i t y  and g e n t ry .
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N e v e r th e l e s s ,  dur ing  Mary's  r e ig n  l e s s e r  f o l k  o f  C o lc h es te r  would pro­

v ide  p l e n ty  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  to  Mary's  ways,  c aus ing  one o f  Mary's  c h i e f  

c o u r t i e r s .  S i r  Anthony Browne to  comment t h a t  C o lc h es te r  " i s  a harbourer  

o f  h e r e t i c s  and ev e r  was ."  Wanting t o  make her  p o s i t i o n  c l e a r ,  Mary 

had q u ic k ly  i s s u e d  a p roc lam at ion  s t a t i n g  her  a t t ach m en t  to  th e  Catho­

l i c  f a i t h ,  and in  th e  f i r s t  Law Hundred in C o lc h es te r  a f t e r  Mary's  a c ­

c e s s io n  came t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  when seven people were 

named f o r  n o n -a t t en d an ce  a t  d iv i n e  s e r v i c e s .  Such charges  had been 

made b e fo re  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  f r e q u e n t l y ,  but  suddenly s e v ­

e r a l  were w i l l i n g  to  show t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  d i s p l e a s u r e  by not  a t t e n d i n g  

church  s e r v i c e s .  T he i r  r e s i s t a n c e  was m i ld ,  however, compared to  th e  

armed r e b e l l i o n  in  Kent in  J anuary ,  1554, in  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mary's  p ro­

posed a l l i a n c e  with  Spain .  Mary's  punishment to  th o s e  r e b e l s  was 

h a r s h ,  w ith  some 100 dying f o r  t r e a s o n ,  and i t  was in  t h e  same month o f  

February  t h a t  Mary 's  counc i l  o rde red  t h a t  punishment be given to  lewd 

persons  around C o lc h e s te r  " t h a t  have gone about  t o  d i s s u a d e  th e  Quenes 

people t h e r e  from f r e q u e n t i n g  suche Divine S e rv ic e  as i s  p r e s e n t l i e  

appo in ted  by the  lawes t o  be observed  in  t h e  r e a l  me.

One such person  was Thomas Putto  who, under King Edward, had 

been c h a s t i s e d  f o r  "lewd" p r eac h in g .  Sent  to  Archbishop Cranmer f o r  

c o r r e c t i o n  in 1543,  he f i n a l l y  r e c a n te d  h i s  A n a b a p t i s t  o p in i o n s ,  and in 

1552 th e  r e f o r m i s t  Bishop o f  London, Nicholas  R id l e y ,  o rda ine d  P u t to .

On Apri l  27,  1556,  however, Putto  was charged by t h e  C o lc h es te r  bur ­

g esse s  w ith  having preached h i s  h e r e t i c a l  d o c t r i n e s  and op in ions  on 

November 10,  1554,  to  abou t  20 p e r s o n s .  As t h e  Marian p e r s e c u t io n  o f  

h e r e t i c s  c o n t in u e d ,  more t e s t im ony  would revea l  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  r e ­

s i s t a n c e  to  Mary's  Romanist ways. An in fo rm er  p r i e s t ,  Stephen Morr is ,
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t o l d  o f  t h e  c l o s e  c o nnec t ions  between t h e  London and C o lc h e s te r  P r o t e s ­

t a n t s .  Morris  named t h r e e  p r e a c h e r s  from "King Edward's days ,  and 

t h e i r  most  a b i d in g  i s  a t  C o l c h e s t e r , "  but when in  London th e y  had "much 

r e s o r t "  to  a c e n t e r  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  t e a c h i n g ,  an "a le -h o u se  in  C o r n h i l l . "  

One o f  th o s e  t h r e e  p reac he r s  was John P u l l e n ,  Oxford g rad u a te  who had 

f o r f e i t e d  t h e  r e c t o r y  o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s ,  C o r n h i l l ,  in  London. Noted as 

preach ing  p r i v a t e l y  to  t h e  b r e th r e n  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  Pu l len  f i n a l l y  had 

to  f l e e  to  Geneva in  1557,  and t h a t  same John Pu l len  would be adm it ted  

to  t h e  freedom o f  C o lc h e s te r  in  1559 a f t e r  Mary 's  dea th  and was a l s o  

ap p o in ted  Archdeacon o f  C o l c h e s t e r S o m e  Engl ish  P r o t e s t a n t s  f l e d  to  

C o l c h e s t e r ,  among them the  Rector  o f  S t .  M i c h a e l ' s .  Tower H i l l ,  in 

London, to  g e t  a boat  t h e r e  f o r  passage  to  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  th e  C on t inen t .  

Converse ly ,  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  h a rbo r  r e c e iv e d  P r o t e s t a n t s  from abroad ,  

even e x t r e m i s t s  such as  C h r i s to p h e r  Vi t e l l s ,  a j o i n e r  from Delph and 

fo l l o w e r  o f  t h e  Family o f  Love, a Dutch s e c t .  The te s t im ony  o f  one 

Henry Orinel t e l l s  us not  o n ly  ab o u t  Vi t e l l s ,  but  abou t  C o lc hes te r  as  

a c e n t e r  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  t e a c h in g  in  Essex.  O r i n e l ,  a husbandman from 

th e  Cambridgeshire  v i l l a g e  o f  Willingham which was over  50 m i le s  from 

C o l c h e s t e r ,  had a d e f i n i t e  reason  f o r  v i s i t i n g  C o l c h e s t e r ,  where he 

"happened i n t o  a common inn .  The cause  o f  my r e p a i r  t h i t h e r  a t  t h a t

t ime was,  t h a t  I was d e s i r o u s  to  p r o v id e ,  t h a t  my consc ience  should not

be e n tan g led  w i th  t h e  popish  p i t c h .  And being t h e r e ,  I met with d iv e r s  

o f  mine a c q u a in ta n c e ;  and a l s o  with  s t r a n g e r s ,  who came t h i t h e r ,  to  

c o n f e r  conce rn ing  th e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s .  . . . There we found, 

a t  o u r  coming t h i t h e r ,  one C h r i s to p h e r  Vi t e l l s ,  a j o i n e r ,  who . . . 

held many s t r a n g e  o p i n i o n s , "  denying even th e  d i v i n i t y  o f  C h r i s t .  A

lo c a l  man came to  a rgue  with  V i t e l l s ,  but t h e  w i ly  V i t e l l s  "pu t  Barry
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to  s i l e n c e ,  and blanked him. So t h a t  he had no t  a word to  say ;  to  t h e

g r e a t  o f f e n c e  o f  d i v e r s ;  and e s p e c i a l l y  o f  two women g o s p e l l e r s . "  Some

o f  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  i n n s ,  t h e n ,  had become c e n t e r s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  teaching .

In 1579, Will iam Wilkinson r e f e r r e d  to  t h a t  t im e  in  C o l c h e s t e r :

The a n c i e n t  and famous c i t y  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  was,  in t h e  t roublesome 
t im es  o f  Queen Mary's  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  a sweet  and co m fo r tab le  mother 
o f  t h e  b o d ie s ,  and a t e n d e r  nu rse  o f  t h e  s o u l s  o f  God's  c h i l d r e n ,  
and was a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  more f r e q u e n t e d ,  because i t  a f f o r d e d  many 
zea lo u s  and godly  m a r t y r s :  who c o n t i n u a l l y  w i th  t h e i r  blood wa­
t e r e d  th o s e  s e e d s ,  which by t h e  p reac he r s  o f  t h e  word had been sown 
most p l e n t i f u l l y  in t h e  h e a r t s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  in  t h e  days o f  good 
king Edward. This  town, f o r  t h e  e a r n e s t  p r o f e s s io n  o f  t h e  gospel , 
became l i k e  un to  t h e  c i t y  upon a h i l l ;  and as  a cand le  upon a c a n ­
d l e s t i c k ,  gave l i g h t  to  a l l  t h o s e ,  who, f o r  th e  comfor t  o f  t h e i r  
c o n s c i e n c e s ,  came to  c o n f e r  t h e r e ,  from d iv e r s  p la ces  o f  t h e  rea lm .  
And r e p a i r i n g  t o  common i n n s ,  had by n i g h t  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  e x e r ­
c i s e s :  which in o t h e r  p l a c e s  cou ld  not  be g o t t e n . 4 1

Such a c t i v i t y  in  C o lc h e s t e r  was su re  t o  ga in  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  th o s e  

o f  Queen Mary's  C a th o l ic  p e r s u a s i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a ­

t i v e  Bishop o f  London, Edmund Bonner.  In March, 1555, t h r e e  Essex men 

were burned a s  h e r e t i c s ,  and f o r  t h e i r  exec u t ion  th e y  were s e n t  to  

t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  towns,  B r a i n t r e e ,  Maldon, and C o l c h e s t e r ,  p robab ly  as 

an example to  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  There was obvious  sympathy f o r  t h e  man 

burned in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  John Lawrence,  an e x - f r i a r ,  whose l e g s  were so 

damaged by th e  heavy i r o n s  in p r i s o n  t h a t  he had t o  be burned whi le  

s i t t i n g  in  a c h a i r ;  a t  h is  burn ing  he was surrounded  by young c h i l d r e n  

who a r e  r e p o r t e d  to  have c r i e d ,  "Lord,  s t r e n g t h e n  th y  s e r v a n t ,  and keep 

thy  p rom ise ."  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  Essex laymen t o  be burned f o r  h i s  r e l i ­

g ious  c o n v i c t i o n s  was a gentleman from C oggesha l l ,  in  June ,  1555.  I t  

i s  p robab ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  few o t h e r s  o f  h i s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  were 

burned in  t h e  Marian p e r s e c u t i o n s —they  simply f l e d  to  t h e  C o n t in e n t .

Although th e  c l e r g y  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  sympathies  con t inued  t o  s u f f e r  

p e r s e c u t i o n ,  n o ta b ly  R id l e y ,  L a t im er ,  and Hooper who were a l l  burned in
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1555,  laymen had a n o t h e r  y e a r  b e fo re  t h e i r  p e r s e c u t io n  began in  e a rn e s t .  

On March 28,  1556,  j u s t  a week a f t e r  Archbishop Cranmer was burned a t  

Oxford,  s e v e ra l  Essex men were s e n t  to  Bonner,  and th o s e  who d id  not  

r e c a n t  t h e i r  h e r e t i c a l  o p in io n s  burned a t  S m i th f i e ld  on Apr i l  28.

Three C o lc h e s t e r  men were among th o s e  burned ,  and i t  was p robab ly  no t  

c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  on th e  day b e fo re  t h e i r  b u rn in g ,  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  bur ­

g esse s  f i r s t  charged  Thomas P u t to  w i th  p reach ing  b e fo re  C o lc h e s te r  peo­

p l e ,  whose names were a l s o  g iv e n .  Yet,  i t  had taken  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  

bu rgesses  a lmos t  one and a h a l f  y e a r s  to  make t h e  c h a rg e ;  th e y  were 

seemingly  s c a r e d  i n t o  making some show o f  l o y a l t y  to  t h e  Queen's  p o l i ­

c i e s .  At t h e  same Law Hundred,  some o f  t h e  p a r i s h e s  noted smugly t h a t  

a l l  o f  t h e i r  i n h a b i t a n t s  a t t e n d e d  d i v i n e  s e r v i c e s ,  and some gave one o r  

two names o f  peop le  who d id  no t  a t t e n d  o r  o f  t h o s e  who r e fu s e d  t o  r e ­

ce iv e  t h e  E u c h a r i s t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough,  s e v e ra l  o f  th o s e  named were 

s a id  to  have a l r e a d y  f l e d ,  e t  modo e f f u g i t  in  co n tem p tu . The cha rge s  

o f  C o lc h e s t e r  bu rgesse s  d id  l i t t l e  harm t o  anyone,  which i s  p robably  

what th e y  had in t e n d e d .

Two o t h e r  C o lc h e s t e r  p eop le ,  among them a pregnan t  woman, t h e  

w ife  o f  a weaver,  were among t h e  t h i r t e e n  persons  burned a t  S t r a t f o r d -  

le-Bow near  London on June 27 ,  1556.  A new Commission was i s s u e d  in  

August t o  t h e  Earl o f  Oxford and some Essex g e n t ry  to  deal w ith  h e r e s y ,  

to  s e i z e  t h e  goods o f  th o s e  who had f l e d  o v e r s e a s  and to  p roc la im  th e  

Queen's  Warrant f o r  t h e  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  church  goods.  A l e t t e r  to  

Bishop Bonner from h is  Commissary d e s c r ib e s  th e  p roceed ings  o f  t h e  Com­

m i s s io n e r s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ;  among o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h e y  s e n t  22 people  from 

C o lc h e s te r  and t h e  su r round ing  a r e a  to  Bishop Bonner f o r  exam ina t ion .  

Bonner th ough t  them to  be "very  o b s t i n a t e , "  but t h e y  were a l lowed to



320

make a mild submiss ion  and r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  homes; some o f  them would 
44l a t e r  burn.

The Commissions 's  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  in  C o lc h e s te r  had c r e a t e d  much

t u r m o i l .  The B ish o p ' s  Commissary had complained in  August t h a t ,  w hi le

d e l i v e r i n g  some h e r e t i c s  t o  t h e  Commissioners, "I was going be tw ix t  th e

c a s t l e  and S t .  K a t h e r i n e ' s  c h a p e l ,  two hours and a h a l f ,  and in  g r e a t

p ress  and d a n g e r , "  and he asked t h e  Bishop to  r e q u i r e  t h e  town b a i l i f f s

to  a i d  him with  men and weapons.  A l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by a p r i e s t ,  Thomas

Tye, a l s o  g ive s  a view o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in C o lc h e s te r  a t  t h a t  t im e .  At

t h e  beg inning o f  Mary's  r e i g n ,  Tye p ro fe s s e d  h im s e l f  to  be a g o s p e l l e r ,

f r e q u e n t in g  t h e  company o f  godly  men and women and l a b o r i n g  to  keep a

good c o n s c ie n c e .  Turning back to  th e  o ld  r e l i g i o n ,  however,  he made i t

h i s  bus ines s  to r e p o r t  on " th e  d e t e s t a b l e  s o r t  o f  s c h i s m a t i c s , "  f o r

which he was rewarded with  t h e  b e n e f i c e  o f  Grea t  B en t ley .  Complaining

t h a t  t h e  22 people whom Bonner had d i sm issed  had become bo lde r  than

e v e r ,  Tye r e p o r t e d  on C o l c h e s t e r :

The r e b e l s  a r e  s t o u t  in  t h e  town o f  C o lc h e s t e r .  The m i n i s t e r s  o f  
t h e  church a r e  hemmed a t  in  t h e  open s t r e e t s ,  and c a l l e d  knaves .
The b le s s e d  sacrament o f  t h e  a l t a r  i s  blasphemed and r a i l e d  upon in  
every  house and t a v e r n .  P rayer  and f a s t i n g  a r e  no t  r e g a r d e d .  Se­
d i t i o u s  t a l k s  and news a r e  r i f e ,  both in town and c o u n t r y ,  in  as  
ample and l a r g e  manner,  as  though t h e r e  had no honourable  l o r d s  and 
commissioners been s en t  f o r  r e fo rm a t io n  t h e r e o f .  The occa s ion  
r i s e t h  p a r t l y  by reason  o f  John Love o f  C o l c h e s t e r - h e a t h ,  a p e r ­
v e r s e  p l a c e ;  which John Love was tw ice  i n d i c t e d  o f  h e re s y ;  and 
thereupon f l e d  with  h i s  w i fe  and household ,  and h i s  goods s e i z e d  
w i th i n  th e  town o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t o  t h e  king and qu een ' s  m a j e s t i e s  
u s e .  N ev e r th e le s s  t h e  s a id  John i s  come home a g a i n ,  and no th ing  
s a id  o r  done to  him. Whereupon t h e  h e r e t i c s  a r e  w onder fu l ly  en ­
couraged ,  to  t h e  no l i t t l e  d i s c o m fo r t  o f  good and c a t h o l i c  p eop le ,  
which d a i l y  p ray  to  God f o r  t h e  p r o f i t ,  u n i t y ,  and r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  
h is  church a g a i n . 45

Not long  a f t e r  Tye ' s  l e t t e r ,  a number o f  g o s p e l l e r s  were im p r i s ­

oned in  C o lc h e s te r  c a s t l e ,  and a f t e r  d e p o s i t i o n s  were taken  and s e n t  to
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Bishop Bonner, th e y  were condemned to  be burned .  On August  2 ,  1557, 

s ix  C o lc h e s t e r  r e s i d e n t s  were burned o u t s i d e  t h e  town w a l l s  e a r l y  in 

t h e  morning ,  and in  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  f o u r  Essex people  were burned ,  f o l ­

lowed by two more women on September 17. Grea t  crowds watched th e  

b u rn in g s ,  c ry in g  encouragement t o  t h e  s u f f e r e r s ,  a cco rd ing  t o  Foxe 's  

r e p o r t .  Bishop Bonner and t h e  Queen's  Council i s s u e d  a f r e s h  commis­

s ion  in A p r i l ,  1558,  t o  s e a rc h  f o r  h e r e t i c s  in  C o lc h e s te r  and Harwich,  

and on May 27,  t h r e e  persons  were burned a t  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e  l a s t  P r o t ­

e s t a n t s  to  s u f f e r  t h a t  f a t e  in  Essex.  In a l l ,  a t  l e a s t  e leven  i n h a b i ­

t a n t s  had burned f o r  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  and o t h e r s  had f l e d  t h e i r  homes 

t o  save t h e i r  l i v e s .

None o f  t h e  e leven  C o lc h e s te r  m a r ty r s  were o f  g r e a t  s o c i a l

s t a n d i n g ,  a f a c t  no ted by Bishop Bonner ' s  s c r i b e ,  John Boswell ,  who

wrote  in  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Bishop about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in  C o lc h e s t e r :

I do see  by e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  sworn in q u e s t  f o r  h e r e s i e s  do,  
most commonly, i n d i c t  t h e  s im p le ,  i g n o r a n t ,  and wretched h e r e t i c s ,  
and do l e t  t h e  a r c h - h e r e t i c s  go; which i s  one g r e a t  cause  t h a t  mov- 
e t h  t h e  rude  m u l t i t u d e  to  murmur, when th e y  see  t h e  s im ple  w re tches  
(no t  knowing what heresy  i s )  t o  burn .  I w is h ,  i f  i t  may be ,  t h a t  
t h i s  common d i s e a s e  might  be cu red  amongst t h e  j u r a t s  o f  Essex ;  but  
I f e a r  me, i t  w i l l  no t  be ,  so long as some o f  them be,  a s  t h e y  a r e ,
i n f e c t e d  w i th  t h e  l i k e  d i s e a s e .

Of t h e  e leven  C o lc h e s te r  h e r e t i c s ,  s i x  were men, and f i v e  were women, 

w ith  t h e  men having s i x  d i f f e r e n t  o c c u p a t i o n s —a p o t h e c a r y ,  w eaver ,  t a n ­

n e r ,  l a b o r e r ,  g l a z i e r ,  and t a l l o w  c h a n d l e r .  Even more i s  known about  

t h e  women; t h r e e  were wives ( o f  a w eaver ,  a m i l l e r ,  and a c u r r i e r ) ,  and

one o f  t h e  wives was pregnan t  and one had a s u ck l in g  i n f a n t  when they

were burned .  The f a c t  t h a t  so many o f  t h e  h e r e t i c s  were women probab ly  

accoun ts  f o r  Commissary John K in g s to n ' s  s u g g e s t io n  t o  Bishop Bonner 

t h a t  i f  " th e  househo lde rs"  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  "might be compelled t o  b r ing
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every  man h i s  own wife  t o  her  own s e a t  in  t h e  church in  t ime o f  d iv i n e  

s e r v i c e ,  i t  would p r o f i t  much." One o f  t h e  women burned was 20 y e a r  

o ld  E l i z a b e th  Fo lkes ,  "a t a l l ,  w e l l - f a v o u re d  young wench," whose c o u r ­

age and p l i g h t  e l i c i t e d  much sympathy,  even from t h e  B i s h o p ' s  commis­

s i o n e r ,  Dr. Chedsey,  who wept when t h e  s e n te n c e  o f  condemnation was 

read  a g a i n s t  h e r .  Le f t  a t  her  u n c l e ' s  house r a t h e r  than  in  p r i s o n ,  

she had o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  escape  but  chose  i n s t e a d  to  s u f f e r  t h e  

m a r t y r ' s  d e a t h .  The f i f t h  woman, 60 y e a r  o ld  widow, Agnes Downes 

( a l i a s  May, Smith,  S i l v e r s i d e ) ,  seemed t o  be a l e a d e r  among Essex P r o t ­

e s t a n t s ,  and Foxe recorded  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  her  by an Essex h e r e t i c  

from h i s  p r i son  in  L o n d o n . M o s t  o f  t h e  women seemed t o  be a b l e  to  

r e a d ,  as  some a r e  mentioned as having spen t  t h e i r  t ime in  p r i s o n  in 

r ead ing  and p r a y e r .  Futhermore,  t h e  appeal  o f  t h e  g o s p e l l e r s  befo re  

t h e  commissioners and t h e  Bishop was s t r o n g l y  based in  S c r i p t u r e ,  and 

th e y  seemed t o  be q u i t e  knowledgeable o f  t h e  Word.*^ A c c e s s i b i l i t y  to  

t h e  B ib le  had done i t s  work,  even among th e  l a i t y  o f  l e s s e r  s o c ia l  

s t a t u s .

B o sw e l l ' s  l e t t e r  to  t h e  Bishop quoted  above i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  many 

o f  t h e  " j u r a t s "  o r  burgesses  o f  C o lc h e s te r  were " i n f e c t e d "  w i th  th e  

d i s e a s e  o f  h e r e s y ,  and we have a l r e a d y  noted  th e  ap p a re n t  e a s e  with  

which C o lc h e s te r  a ccep ted  P r o t e s t a n t  r e fo rm s ,  y e t  Foxe 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

th e  1557 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  in  C o lc h e s te r  show some o f  t h e  aldermen to  be 

t a k in g  an a c t i v e  r o l e  in  d e t e c t i n g  and apprehending  th e  g o s p e l l e r s ,  

t h e re b y  p la c in g  themselves  in  t h e  Queen's  camp. We must remember, 

though,  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  p ruden t  c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  sake o f  t h e  town was to  

make some show o f  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  Queen cou ld  have e a s i l y  taken  

away t h e i r  l i b e r t i e s ,  i f  she  had so d e s i r e d .  One o f  t h e  b a i l i f f s  in
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t h e  borough y e a r  o f  1554-55,  Thomas Dibney,  1n t h e  wake o f  t h e  burn ing  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  layman in  Essex ,  a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  Queen 's  Council h i s  " e v i l  

b e h a v io r "  in r e l i g i o n ,  whereupon he was o r d e r e d  to  c o n f e s s  h i s  f a u l t  in 

two C o l c h e s t e r  chu rches  a t  s e r v i c e  t i m e ,  and t o  s u p p ly  a c e r t i f i c a t e  

t h a t  he had done so b e f o r e  Corpus C h r i s t i .  The burn ing  o f  some Essex 

p e o p l e ,  even o f  a Coggeshal l  g en t lem a n ,  and t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  

Essex g e n t r y  i n  th o s e  b u r n i n g s ,  coup led  w i th  D ibney ' s  e n c o u n t e r  w i th  

t h e  Council  and e n fo rc e d  penance ,  must have made t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  Col­

c h e s t e r  c a u t i o u s .  They neve r  a g a i n  e l e c t e d  Dibney a s  b a i l i f f ,  though 

he remained  as  a lderman th rough  t h e  borough y e a r  o f  1560-61.  E a r l i e r ,  

t h e  C o l c h e s t e r  a lde rm an ,  Rober t  Brown, who was s i t t i n g  as t h e  M.P. from 

C o l c h e s t e r  in  Mary 's  t h i r d  P a r l i a m e n t  (November, 1 5 5 4 - - J a n u a r y , 1 5 5 5 ) ,  

was among t h e  37 members who walked o u t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  a f t e r  p e r c e i v i n g  

t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  which was p a s s i n g ,  ma in ly  i t s  r e s t o ­

r a t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c  d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e s  and o f  th e  s t a t u t e s  

a g a i n s t  h e r e t i c s .  The burn ings  o f  t h e  Essex laymen were a r e s u l t  o f  

t h e  a c t s  o f  t h a t  P a r l i a m e n t .  Ye t ,  i t  seems p a ra d o x ic a l  t h a t  Rober t  

Brown, though  he had walked o u t  o f  t h a t  P a r l i a m e n t ,  was one o f  t h e  two 

b a i l i f f s  who he lped  p r e s i d e  o ve r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  1556-57 and

helped  a d m i n i s t e r  a l l  t h e  b u rn in g s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  i n h a b i t a n t s  which took
49p l a c e  in C o l c h e s t e r .

Though f i n a l l y  having to  c o o p e r a t e  w i th  t h e  Crown and e p i s c o p a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  b u rg e s s e s  and l e a d e r s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r  d id  n o t  h a s te n  

i n t o  c o m p l ian c e ,  and t h e  borough c o u r t  r o l l s '  d u r in g  M ary 's  r e i g n  mani­

f e s t  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  o f  a d e f i n i t e  s t r a i n  in  m a t t e r s  o f  j u s t i c e  be­

tween t h e  Crown and C o l c h e s t e r . Y e t ,  t h e  b u rg e s s e s  d id  e v e n t u a l l y  

i n d i c t  16 peo p le  f o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  p reac h ing  o f  Thomas P u t t o ,  bu t
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those  ind ic tm en ts  came a lmos t  one and a h a l f  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  and 

th e y  came a f t e r  some o f  th o s e  s i x t e e n  and th e  o t h e r  s i x  i n d i c t e d  f o r  

r e l i g i o u s  reasons  a t  t h e  same t ime ( f o r  not  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  o r  

a t t e n d i n g  d i v i n e  s e r v i c e s )  had a l r e a d y  f l e d  t h e  town. Of t h e  twenty-  

two c i t e d  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  o f f e n s e s  a t  t h a t  Law Hundred o f  Apri l  27,  1556 

( t h e  day be fo re  t h e  f i r s t  C o lc h e s te r  people  burned a t  S m i t h f i e l d ) ,  on ly  

fo u r  were l a t e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by t h e  Queen's commiss ioners ,  w ith  on ly  1 

o f  th o s e  4 l a t e r  being b u r n e d . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  b a i l i f f s  waited  to  

be o f f i c i a l l y  o rdered  to  a s s i s t  in  th e  apprehens ion  and i n t e r r o g a t i o n  

o f  t h e  h e r e t i c s ;  Commissary Kingston ,  a cco rd ing  to  h i s  l e t t e r  to  Bishop 

Bonner in  August ,  1556,  f e a r e d  f o r  h is  own phys ica l  s a f e t y  and had 

t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  Lord Darcy,  one o f  t h e  Commissioners,  command 

the  b a i l i f f s  t o  p rov ide  men and weapons f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  I t  f e l l  t o  

Robert  Brown, t h e  fo rmer  M.P. ,  and c l o t h i e r  Robert  Maynard to  be b a i ­

l i f f s  d u r ing  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  y e a r  o f  1556-57,  when both  th e  i n v e s t i ­

g a t io n s  and t h e  burn ings  moved to  C o lc h e s t e r .  The b a i l i f f s  were p r e ­

s en t  a t  t h e  examinat ions  o f  su spe c ted  p e r s o n s ,  and Maynard came in  f o r  

p a r t i c u l a r  condemnation from F oxe 's  n a r r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t s .  Described  

a s  "a s p e c ia l  enemy t o  God's g o s p e l , "  Maynard was s a id  to  have s l e p t  on 

t h e  bench a s  he " s a t  in  judgment upon l i f e  and d e a t h ,  . . .  so c a r e fu l  

was h i s  mind on h is  o f f i c e . "  Yet th o s e  same b a i l i f f s  made no h a s t e  in  

c a r r y i n g  ou t  th e  exec u t ions  which th e y  were commanded to  e f f e c t ,  and 

they  c a r e f u l l y  wrote  a long l e t t e r  t o  Bishop Bonner e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  

th e y  had no t  burned Agnes Bongeor, a young woman w i th  a su c k l in g  i n f a n t ,  

because her name was m i s s p e l l e d  on t h e  w r i t  o f  e x e c u t io n .

At t h e  f i r s t  c o u r t  s e s s i o n  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  dea th  o f  Mary, t h e  

r e c o rd  s t a t e d  proudly  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  " f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  r e ig n  o f
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Lady E l i z a b e t h ,  by t h e  Grace o f  God, Queen o f  England,  France ,  and I r e ­

l a n d ,  Defender o f  t h e  F a i t h . "  The burgesses  showed t h e i r  l o y a l t y  to  

t h e i r  new queen by c i t i n g  one Geoffrey  Golerd f o r  a b s e n t in g  h im s è l f  from 

church  d u r ing  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  c o ro n a t io n  o f  t h e  new queen;  and Richard 

Cosyn, f o r  blasphemy. Cosyn's  i n n ,  t h e  White H a r t ,  had housed t h e  

B ish o p ' s  i n q u e s t  i n t o  he re sy  in  C o lc h e s t e r .  At th e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  

a f t e r  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h ,  t h r e e  aldermen were r e p l a c e d ,  

Robert  Maynard among them. The burgesses  showed t h e i r  r eg a rd  f o r  the  

a r d e n t  re fo rm e r  and p r e a c h e r ,  John P u l l e n ,  by ad m i t t in g  him w i thou t  fee  

t o  t h e  freedom o f  t h e  borough. C o l c h e s t e r ,  l e d  by th e  a ldermen ,  among 

them Robert  Browne, was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  towns t o  h i r e  a common 

p r e a c h e r ,  in 1564. C o lc h e s te r  was a P r o t e s t a n t  town, even though i t  

had given t h e  appea rance  o f  compliance with  Mary's  p e r s e c u t i o n .  P a l ­

l i s e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  towns such a s  Coven t ry ,  C o l c h e s t e r ,  Ipswich ,  and 

L e i c e s t e r  which d i s p l a y e d  a zea lous  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  almos t  as  soon as

E l i z a b e th  became queen,  must have had P r o t e s t a n t i s m  f i r m ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  
53

b e fo re  1553; c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  was t r u e  o f  C o lc h e s t e r .

The P r o t e s t a n t i s m  o f  C o lc h e s te r  was not  mere ly  a p roduct  o f  th e

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  L o l l a rd s  and l a t e r  t h e  g o s p e l l e r s  in  C o lc h e s t e r ,  

a l th o u g h  th o s e  movements a s  well  a s  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n v e s ­

t i g a t i o n s  s u r e l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  town, producing n o t i c e a b l e  a n t i c l e r i c a l ­

ism. I t  was, however, t h e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  o r thodox ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  o f  

t h e  borough l e a d e r s ,  which had e x e r t e d  th e  most i n f l u e n c e .  Eager to  

b e t t e r  know and s e r v e  God, t h e y  had found ways to  e x e r t  c o n t ro l  in  th e

church  and th e y  had b u i l t  a con f ide nce  in themselves  and t h e i r  own

id e a l  o f  p i e t y  which gave them bo ldness  and a s s u ra n c e  in  m a t t e r s  o f  

r e fo rm ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when th e y  viewed abuses  in t h e  church  and in  t h e
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l i v e s  o f  t h e  c l e r g y .  The town l e a d e r s  were no t  t h r e a t e n e d  by Loi l a r d y ,  

with some o f  them even being in  sympathy with  some o f  i t s  t e n e t s .  With 

th e  B ib le  being given t o  a l l  t h e  peop le  by Henry V I I I ,  t h e  power o f  t h e  

Word o f  God was ex tended ,  and t h e  con f id e n ce  o f  t h e  laymen in  them­

s e l v e s  was conf irmed and developed f u r t h e r .  Few were e x t r e m i s t s  ready  

to  d i e  f o r  a d o c t r i n e ,  however; most were p r a g m a t i s t s  who were a b l e  t o  

bide t h e i r  t ime when n e c e s s a r y ,  as  in  Mary's  r e i g n .  The power in  l a y  

p i e t y  was r e a l ,  and much had been s low ly  changing in  r e l i g i o n  and in 

s o c i e t y ,  even when people remained c o n v e n t io n a l ly  o r thodox .  The w i l l s  

w r i t t e n  du r ing  t h e  Reformation y e a r s  in  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l  nex t  be exam­

ined to  see  how t h e  changes o f  th o s e  y e a r s  a f f e c t e d  i t s  c i t i z e n s '  mani­

f e s t a t i o n s  o f  p i e t y .
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P a r t  Two 

W il ls  o f  th e  Reformation Period

Alderman John Cl e r e  in  h i s  w i l l  o f  December 26,  1538,  r e q u e s te d  

" t h a t  f i v e  sermons be made in  t h e  p a r i s h  church o f  S t .  James by th e  

most d i s c r e t i s t ,  w i s e s t ,  and b e s t  l e a r n e d  men t h a t  can be g o t t e n  w i th in  

t h e  space  o f  one whole y e a r  a f t e r  my de c e a s e ,  and th e y  to  have f o r  

every  sermon so t o  be made I D s . ,  to  t h e  l a u d ,  honor,  and p r a i s e  o f  a l ­

mighty  God and to  t h e  t r u e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  o f  h i s  word."  J u s t  3 y e a r s  

b e f o r e ,  IDs.  would have bought a t r e n t a l  o f  masses s a id  f o r  t h e  soul in 

P u rg a to ry ,  bu t  in  1538 i t  was buying a l e a r n e d  sermon.  Cl e r e ' s  w il l  

s u g g e s t s  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  changes o f  t h e  Reformation t i m e ,  when monas­

t e r i e s  were c l o s e d ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  P u rg a to ry  was r e j e c t e d ,  and t h e  

power o f  s a i n t s  was d e n i e d .  Though g iv in g  money t o  t h e  poor and f o r  

t h e  r e p a i r  o f  highways.  Cl e r e  had no need f o r  p ray e r s  f o r  h i s  soul a f ­

t e r  d e a t h .  He would p la c e  h is  t r u s t  in  t h e  "blood shedding o f  . . . 

J e sus  C h r i s t  t o  have f o r g iv e n e s s  o f  my s i n s . "  Fur therm ore ,  t h e  Word 

was to  be " s e t  f o r t h "  to  a l l  persons  th rough  t h e  sermons r e q u e s t e d  by 

Cl e r e ,  and no doubt  th o s e  sermons a t  S t .  James '  Church were well  

a t t e n d e d .

Cl e r e ' s  w i l l ,  which was undoubte d ly  a f irm s o l e f i d e i a n  e x p r e s ­

s ion  o f  h i s  persona l  b e l i e f s ,  was s i g n i f i c a n t  because Cl e r e  was,  in  

borough a f f a i r s ,  second on ly  to  John C r i s tm a s ,  Esq. J u s t  as  t h e  bo r ­

ough l e a d e r s  were e a r l i e r  in  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  in  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  a
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c o nven t iona l  p i e t y  which was c r e a t i v e  in  deve lop ing  new l a y  i d e a l s  and 

c o n f i d e n t l y  u n a f r a i d  t o  e v a l u a t e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ways, so C le re  in  1538 was 

a model f o r  t h e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  b e l i e f s .  C l e r e ' s  w i l l  was one 

o f  t h e  e a r l y  P r o t e s t a n t  w i l l s  in  England.  A y e a r  b e f o r e ,  a London mer­

c h a n t  and a B r i s t o l  widow had made such w i l l s ;  no t  u n t i l  1547 d id  a 

York c i t i z e n  make o n e .^ ^

Although Alderman Cl e r e ' s  w i l l  was openly  P r o t e s t a n t ,  medieval  

o r thodoxy  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n t in u e d  well  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 5 4 0 ' s  in  Colches­

t e r .  A l a t e  but  v e ry  comple te  example o f  t h e  e x p re s s io n  o f  medieval 

l a y  p i e t y  i n  C o lc h e s t e r  was in  t h e  w i l l  o f  b r a s i e r  Thomas P r e s to n ,  

w r i t t e n  in  May, 1536.  P res ton  had an unusual  s ense  o f  t h e  drama o f  

t h e  b u r i a l  s e r v i c e ,  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  6 o f  h i s  g o d ch i ld ren  bear  t a p e r s  o f  

wax a t  h i s  d i r i q e  and mass o f  requiem and t h a t  every  c h i l d  in  t h e  p a r ­

i s h  who could  s in g  be t h e r e  f o r  a payment o f  I d .  each .  P r i s o n e r s  and 

t h e  poor were to  be given bread  on P r e s t o n ' s  b u r i a l  day and even th e  

p r i e s t s  h i r e d  to  say  6 masses were to  have a d i n n e r .  P res ton  l e f t  4 0 s .  

f o r  h i s  b u r i a l  day and a f u r t h e r  26s .  8d.  f o r  h i s  month day ;  both  Cle re 

and P re s to n  p robab ly  though t  t h e y  had good v a lu e  f o r  t h e i r  money.

The w i l l s  o f  John C le re  and Thomas P res ton  well i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

d i v e r s i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t h i n k i n g  in  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s ,  though o r thodox  ways 

s t i l l  p r e v a i l e d .  In a t t e m p t i n g  to  c l a s s i f y  t h e  w i l l s  acc o rd in g  t o  t h e  

va lue  p la ced  on th e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  p i e t y  in  them, I found t h a t  my method 

used w i th  t h e  p re -R efo rm at ion  w i l l s  began to  break  down in  t h e  l a s t  

y e a r s  o f  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s .  Obvious ly ,  much was chang ing .  The outward work 

o f  s u s t a i n i n g  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  sys tem ,  in  which so much e f f o r t  had 

gone toward p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  dead ,  was g r a d u a l l y  being r e p l a c e d  with  a 

s ense  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  inward f a i t h  and a knowledge o f  t h e  Word o f
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God. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  b a s ic  t h i n k in g  and p r a c t i c e s  change s lo w ly ,  and so 

I have ana lyzed  th e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y  in  t h e  w i l l s  o f  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s ,  s i n c e  t r a ­

d i t i o n a l i s m  was s t i l l  dominant in t h a t  decade .  The r e s u l t s  o f  my a n a l ­

y s i s  show t h a t  c a t e g o r y  I ,  t h o s e  who h igh ly  va lued  t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y ,  

was down from 38% in  th e  1520 's  to  33% in  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s ,  c o n t in u in g  t h e  

downward t r e n d  o f  t h e  p rev ious  decade.  Category I I I ,  t h o s e  w i th  m in i ­

mal r eg a rd  f o r  t h e  a c t s  o f  p i e t y ,  inc luded  46% o f  t h e  w i l l s ,  up from 

38% in t h e  1520' s .®^ These f i n d i n g s  a r e  p robably  somewhat l e s s  acc u ­

r a t e  than  was p o s s i b l e  e a r l i e r ,  s i n c e  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  was beg inn ing  to 

make an impact  and was s lowly  e rod ing  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "works" approach 

to  p i e t y  which was so easy  to  c h a r t  in  t h e  medieval p e r io d .  I aban­

doned any a t t e m p t  t o  c l a s s i f y  t h e  va lue  p laced  on pious  a c t s  in  t h e  

w i l l s  o f  1540 th rough 1558—s ta n d a r d s  o f  p i e t y  were too  much in  a s t a t e  

o f  f l u x .  Yet ,  look ing  a t  some o f  t h e  changes in  t h e  w i l l s  du r ing  th e  

Reformation y e a r s  he lps  us to  e v a l u a t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  a c t s  o f  

p i e t y  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r io d .

The most obvious  change in C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  in  t h e  Reformation  

y e a r s  occu r red  a f t e r  1536,  t h e  y e a r  in  which t h e  Ten A r t i c l e s  demoted 

s a i n t s  and denied  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  Purga to ry  and when m o n a s t e r i e s  began 

to  d i s a p p e a r .  At t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was a sharp  and sudden d e c l i n e  in  be­

q u es t s  f o r  p r a y e r s .  Looking a t  t h e  whole decade o f  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s ,  36% o f  

th e  w i l l s  r e q u e s te d  p ray e r s  f o r  t h e  soul ( s ee  Table  16;  page 2 1 8 ) ,  well 

below t h e  55% o f  t h e  w i l l s  o f  t h e  1520 's  which l e f t  money f o r  p r a y e r s .  

However, in  th e  w i l l s  from 1530 t o  1536, t h e  f i r s t  seven y e a r s  o f  t h e  

d ecade ,  49% re q u e s te d  p r a y e r s ,  bu t  o n ly  14% in  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  

t h e  decade .  The p e rcen tage  went down to  6% in  t h e  1540 ' s  and to  1% in 

t h e  1 5 5 0 ' s .  The widow o f  Alderman Ambrose Lowthe in  1545 was th e  l a s t
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t e s t a t o r  t o  bequeath  money f o r  p raye r s  f o r  dead s o u l s .  In c o n t r a s t ,  

t e s t a t o r s  in  t h e  c i t y  o f  York c o n t inued  t o  l e a v e  f r e q u e n t  beques ts  f o r  

p rayers  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  g u i l d s ,  f o r  church f u r n i s h i n g s ,  and above a l l  f o r  

p raye rs  f o r  th e  dead ,  with  some York c i t i z e n s  c o n t in u in g  to  r e q u e s t  

p raye r s  f o r  t h e  dead u n t i l  1551.  Even dur ing  Mary's a t t e m p t  t o  r e s t o r e  

t h e  p r a c t i c e s  and b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  medieval c h u rc h ,  on ly  one person  in  

C o lc h e s te r  asked f o r  any th ing  ak in  t o  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  sou ls  o f  t h e  dead
CO

dur ing  t h a t  p e r io d .  There d id  n o t  seem to  be any deep sen s e  o f  r e ­

g r e t  a t  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  P u rg a to ry ;  perhaps  most people 

in  C o lc h e s te r  were coming t o  ag re e  with  Hugh L a t im e r ' s  a s se s sm en t  o f  

Purga tory  as "our o ld  a n c i e n t  p u rg a to ry  p ic k -pu r se . "® ^  The r e fo rm ers  

al lowed p raye r s  f o r  th e  dead to  c o n t i n u e ,  however, a l though  th e  den ia l  

o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  Purgato ry  seemed t o  t a k e  away much o f  t h e  need f o r  

such i n t e r c e s s o r y  p r a y e r s .

Seemingly c l o s e r  t o  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  though ,  was t h e i r  

a t tachm en t  to  s a i n t s ,  an u n d e r s t a n d a b le  f e e l i n g  s i n c e  t h e  lo v e  o f  

s a i n t s  was a p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  which could  be h e lp fu l  in  d a i l y  

l i v i n g .  The r e l u c t a n c e  to  g ive  up s a i n t s  i s  seen most c l e a r l y  in  the  

slow changes in  t h e  preambles o f  w i l l s .  The t y p i c a l  medieval  p h ra s ing  

was to  commend o n e ' s  soul " to  a lm igh ty  God, t o  our b le s s e d  l a d y  s a i n t  

Mary, and to  a l l  t h e  holy company o f  heaven ."  Table 25 shows t h e  g r e a t  

a t t achm en t  t o  s a i n t s  in  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor p e r i o d ,  w i th  95% o r  more o f  t h e  

w i l l s  th rough  1519 us ing  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  formula which inc luded  Mary or  

t h e  s a i n t s  in  t h e  beques t  o r  commendation o f  t h e  s o u l .  In t h e  Reforma­

t i o n  y e a r s  o f  t h e  1530 's  and 15 4 0 ' s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  formula was used in  

something over  50% o f  t h e  w i l l s ,  bu t  in  t h e  1 5 5 0 ' s ,  t h e r e  was a sudden 

drop to  5%. Mary's  r e ig n  was not  an encouragement t o  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  in
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Table 25

P ercen tage  o f  T r a d i t i o n a l  W i l l s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  1485-1558^

Total  Number 
o f  W ill s

W ill s  Which Inc lude  
Mary o r  t h e  S a in t s  
in  t h e  Commendation

Percen tage  
o f  Total

1485-99 15^ 15 100%
1500-09 80^ 77 96%
151 0-19 64 61 95%
1520-29 41^ 34 83%
1530-39 58 33 57%
1540-49 68 35 51%
1550-58 75 4 5%

 ̂ Based on t h e  commendation o f  s o u l s  in  t h e  preamble.  
2

Ore incomple te  w i l l  in  t h i s  group i s  no t  coun ted .

C o l c h e s t e r ,  and th e  p e r s e c u t io n  o f  C o lc h e s te r  peop le  was probab ly  coun­

t e r p r o d u c t i v e  to  Mary's  cause .  By c o n t r a s t ,  David P a l l i s e r  has found 

t h a t  88.5% o f  t h e  w i l l s  in  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c i t y  o f  York remained t r a ­

d i t i o n a l  in  i t s  preambles dur ing  Mary's  r e i g n ,  and o n ly  one York t e s t a ­

t o r  toward the  end o f  Mary's  r e ig n  adopted  a p o s i t i v e l y  P r o t e s t a n t  

form.^^

A problem in  t h e  use o f  t h e  preambles o f  w i l l s ,  however, was t h e  

p o s s i b l e  use o f  fo rm ulae ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when th è  same s c r i b e  wrote  a num­

b e r  o f  w i l l s .  A. G. Dickens,  in  h i s  p io n e e r in g  s tudy  o f  L o l la rd s  and 

P r o t e s t a n t s  in  Y orksh i re ,  used t h e  phraseo logy  o f  t h e  beques ts  o f  the  

soul to  f i n d  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s .  Yet ,  Dickens warned t h a t  th e  r e ­

s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  preambles "should not  be p r e s e n te d  in  any 

s p i r i t  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  p e d a n t r y . "  Margare t  Spu f fo rd ,  in  her  a n a l y s i s  o f
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Cambridgeshi re  w i l l s ,  i n v e s t i g a t e d  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  drawing c o n c lu ­

s io n s  from w i l l s  which were o b v io u s ly  w r i t t e n  by s c r i b e s .  She con­

c luded  t h a t ,  a l though  c a u t io n  must be u s e d ,  t h e  w i l l s  show a change 

away from t h e  Cu l t  o f  th e  V irg in  and S a in t s  in  t h e  1540 's  and 1 5 5 0 ' s .

As Spufford  n o te d ,  i t  was h ig h ly  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a t e s t a t o r  would choose 

a s c r i b e  whose o p in io n s  were s t r o n g l y  opposed t o  h i s  own. In Colches ­

t e r ,  I found t h a t  by 1545 t h e r e  were 2 p a r i s h  p r i e s t s ,  Bevys Wright a t  

S t .  B o to l p h ' s  and John Thorpe a t  S t .  P e t e r ' s ,  who wrote  a t  l e a s t  8 Col­

c h e s t e r  w i l l s ,  most o f  them d e f i n i t e l y  P ro te s ta n t .® ^

P r o t e s t a n t  th e o logy  r e p la c e d  th e  need f o r  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  p ra y e r s  o f  t h e  s a i n t s  and Mary in heaven by te a c h in g  about  th e  

atonement th rough t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  J e s u s .  All seven o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  

in  t h e  15 4 0 ' s  who commended t h e i r  so u ls  to  J esus  (o r  to  God and J e su s )  

"preached"  a P r o t e s t a n t  mini-sermon in  t h e i r  preambles ;  t y p i c a l  was 

Alderman Will iam Buxton 's  w i l l ,  w r i t t e n  in  1546: "I commend my soul

unto Almighty God, J esus  C h r i s t ,  my maker and redeemer in  whom and by 

th e  m e r i t  o f  whose b le s s e d  pas s ion  i s  a l l  my whole t r u s t  o f  c l e a n  r e -
go

m iss ion  o f  my s i n s . "  The o ld  system o f  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  s a i n t s  

had been r e j e c t e d  and r e p la ced  by th e  " o n c e - f o r - a l l " s a c r i f i c e  o f  Jesus,  

which was made e f f i c a c i o u s  by t h e  t r u s t  o r  f a i t h  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r .  For 

some t e s t a t o r s ,  f a i t h  had r e p la c e d  works,  even th e  "work" o f  p ray e r  

which had so r e a d i l y  been bought f o r  a p r i c e .  However, in  t h e  e a r l y  

P r o t e s t a n t  w i l l s  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e  f a i t h  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r  was not  em­

phas ized  so much as i t  was in  L u t h e r ' s  th e o lo g y —r a t h e r ,  t h e  s t r e s s  was 

on t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  C h r i s t ' s  pass ion  and a t o n e m e n t . T h e  em­

phas i s  on C h r i s t  in  Eng l ish  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  may have come p a r t l y  from th e  

d e s i r e  in  Loil a r d y  to  f in d  in  t h e  Word a sense  o f  t h e  person o f  J e s u s ,
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Table 26

Commendations o f  T e s t a t o r s '  Souls
in C o lc h es te r W i l l s ,  1485 -1558

T R A D I T I 0 N A L - -P R 0 T E S T A N
Total  
No. o f  
W ill s

GMS GS JMS TMS Al­
mighty

God

Omitted
Commen­
d a t io n

God, 
Maker & 
Redeemer

J GJ T

1485-99 15^ 14 - 1 - - - - - -

1500-9 80^ 77 - - - 2 - 1 - - -

1510-19 64 58 1 - 2 3 - - - - -

1 520-9 41^ 32 - 2 - 4 - - 3 - -

1530-9 58 31 - 1 1 12 8 2 - 1 2

1540-9 68 32 - 2 1 13 1 8 3 4 4

1550-8 75 3 1 34 1 23 5 7 1

 ̂ Die incom ple te  w i l l  in  t h i s  group was not  counted .

CODE: G = God
M = Mary 
S = S a in t s  
J  = Jesus  
T = T r i n i t y

but  i t  p robab ly  a l s o  came p a r t l y  from th e  emphasis on Jesus  in  l a t e  

medieval  Eng l ish  p i e t y .  However, in t h e  popu la r  p i e t y  o f  th e  15th  cen­

t u r y  e s p e c i a l l y  as t o l d  in  l e g e n d s ,  t h e  humanity o f  Jesus  was fo rem os t ,  

whereas the  J e sus  o f  t h e  Reformers was a Divine  S av io r  f u l f i l l i n g  a 

high o f f i c e  in  t h e  plan o f  s a lv a t io n .® *

The pream bles ,  t h e n ,  which commended th e  so u ls  to  Jesus  but  not 

to  Mary o r  to  t h e  s a i n t s  were c l e a r l y  P r o t e s t a n t ,  bu t  Table  26 shows 

t h a t  t h e r e  was a l s o  a l a r g e  middle group o f  w i l l s  which might  be viewed
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as  being noncommit ta l ,  w i th  most o f  them d i r e c t e d  to  God. David 

P a l l i s e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  such w i l l s  a r e  n e u t r a l ,  and no doubt  f o r  many 

t e s t a t o r s  a s im p le  commendation o f  t h e  soul to  Almighty God was an easy  

way o u t  o f  t h e  c o n f u s io n .  A ls o ,  a few, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  

y e a r s  o f  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s ,  o m i t t e d  a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  usual  beques t  o f  t h e  s o u l .  

Other ev id e n c e ,  however,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  we canno t  assume t h a t  a s im ple  

beques t  o f  t h e  soul t o  God s i g n i f i e s  r e l i g i o u s  n e u t r a l i t y .  For example, 

two known L o l l a r d s ,  Thomas Matthew and A l ic e  Gardyner ,  bequeathed  t h e i r  

so u ls  t o  "Almighty God."®®

More i n t e r e s t i n g  in  Matthew's  1534 w i l l ,  however,  was t h e  g iv in g  

o f  h i s  body s imply  "to  C h r i s t i a n  b u r i a l , "  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h a t  

p h ra se  in  C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s .  C o lc h e s t e r  t e s t a t o r s  had a lm os t  always 

d e s ig n a t e d  t h e i r  b u r i a l  p l a c e ,  u s u a l l y  in  o n e ' s  own p a r i s h  church  o r  

chu rch y a rd .  I t  was im p o r ta n t  to  medieval man to  be b u r i e d  in  hal lowed 

ground ,  and b u r i a l  in  o n e ' s  own p a r i s h  was p r a c t i c a l  and econom ica l , 

s i n c e  t h e  p a r i s h  church  could  demand a s h a re  o f  b u r ia l  f ee s  i f  t h e  

p a r i s h i o n e r  was b u r i e d  e l se w h e re .  Some r e f o r m e r s ,  however,  r e j e c t e d  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  b u r i a l  in  hal lowed ground,  and such t h i n k i n g  was a 

p a r t  o f  Will iam Wodcok's v u lg a r  s t a t e m e n t  when he was b e fo re  th e  

borough c o u r t  f o r  having o p in io n s  " a g a i n s t  th e  sacrament o f  t h e  a l t a r . "  

Wodcok s t a t e d  t h a t  "he had as  l e a v e  to  be bu r ied  in t h e  high  way as  in 

t h e  church  ya rd  f o r  any ha l lowing t h a t  i s  there."®® In th e  1540 's  

o t h e r  t e s t a t o r s  began t o  fo l l o w  Mat thew's  and Wodcok's t h i n k i n g ,  o f t e n  

a sk ing  f o r  " C h r i s t i a n  b u r i a l  where i t  s h a l l  p l e a s e  God." Six t e s t a t o r s  

in  t h e  1540 's  and 13 i n  t h e  1550 's  made such r e q u e s t s ,  and most o f  them 

gave o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  such as  a commendation o f  th e  

soul to  J e s u s ,  a r e q u e s t  f o r  se rmons ,  a d augh te r  with  th e  "new" name o f
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Grace o r  F a i t h ,  o r  t h e  naming o f  known P r o t e s t a n t s  as  w i tn e s s e s  o r  

f r i e n d s .  S p u f fo rd ,  t o o ,  n o t i c e d  in  t h e  Cambridgeshire  w i l l s  t h a t  t h e  

absence  o f  a c l a u s e  r e q u e s t i n g  b u r i a l  i n  t h e  churchyard  i s  a p o s s i b l e  

s ign  o f  r e l i g i o u s  d i s s e n t .  The genera l  r e q u e s t  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  b u r ia l  

i s  p ro b ab ly ,  t h e n ,  a n o th e r  i n d i c a t o r  o f  Reformis t  sym pa th ies .  A p o in t  

to  be n o t i c e d ,  though,  i s  t h a t  9 o f  t h e  19 persons  r e q u e s t i n g  " C h r i s ­

t i a n  b u r i a l "  commended t h e i r  soul s imply to  "Almighty God," t h e  seem­

in g l y  noncommittal p h ra s e ,  so t h e  d e t e c t i o n  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  in  w i l l s  

i s  not  a s imple  m a t t e r .  A s i m i l a r  p h r a s e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  n e u t r a l ,  was th e  

commendation o f  t h e  soul  t o  "God, my maker and redeem er . "  "Redeemer" 

could r e f e r  to  Jehovah God, but  was more commonly used in  r e f e r e n c e  to 

J e s u s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  The p h ra s e ,  " to  God, my maker and redeemer" (o r  "my 

c r e a t o r  and s a v io r " )  was h e a v i ly  used in  t h e  1 5 5 0 ' s ,  and i t  was f o r  

some p o s s i b ly  a d i s g u i s e  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  sympath ies  dur ing  th e  r e i g n  o f  

Mary.®^

The d ram a t ic  d e c re a s e  bo th  in  p ray e r s  f o r  t h e  soul and in  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  commendations o f  t h e  soul t o  s a i n t s  were not  th e  on ly  

changes in  t h e  Reformation w i l l s  in  C o lc h e s t e r ;  t h e  e f f e c t  on th e  

p a r i s h  church  was s t a r t l i n g .  There were beques ts  t o  t h e  churches  

( a s id e  from o f f e r i n g s  to  t h e  high a l t a r )  in  40% o f  th e  pre-Reformation  

w i l l s ,  but  t h a t  f i g u r e  went down to  24% in  t h e  1530 ' s ,  t o  6% in  the  

1 5 4 0 ' s ,  and to  an a s t o n i s h i n g  z e ro  in  t h e  1550 's  (Table  16 ) .  Even more 

s t r i k i n g  was the  d e c re a s e  in  beques ts  t o  t h e  high a l t a r ,  an o f f e r i n g  to  

t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  f o r  t i t h e s  w i thhe ld  o r  f o r g o t t e n .  Ninety  p e r c e n t  or  

more o f  t h e  pre -Reform ation  t e s t a t o r s  made a beques t  t o  t h e  high a l t a r ,  

but  t h a t  o f f e r i n g  was made in on ly  69% o f  t h e  w i l l s  o f  t h e  1 5 3 0 ' s ,  in  

53% o f  t h e  w i l l s  o f  th e  1 5 4 0 ' s ,  and in  3% o f  t h e  w i l l s  in  t h e  1550 's
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Table 27

Bequests  t o  th e  High A l t a r  o f  t h e  P a r ish  Church,  1485-1558

Total  No. 
o f  Will s

No. Giving % Giving 
to  t h e  High A l t a r  to  t h e  High i

1485-1499 16 15 94%

1500-1509 81 75 93%

1510-1 519 64 62 97%

1520-1 529 42 38 90.5%

1530-1539 58 40 69%

1540-1549 68 36 53%

1550-1558 75 2 3%

(Table 2 7 ) .  One would have th ough t  t h a t  t h e r e  would have been more o f  

a r e su rgence  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  in  Mary's  r e i g n ,  bu t  t h a t  was not  th e  

c a s e .  W. K. J o rd a n ,  in h is  s tu d y  o f  p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  a l s o  found t h a t  t h e r e  

was an a b r u p t  d e c l i n e  in  g iv ing  t o  the  p a r i s h  church beg inning in  th e  

1 5 3 0 ' s ,  and C h r i s to p h e r  Dyer l i k e w i s e  found a s t r i k i n g  c o l l a p s e  in  the  

beques ts  to  t h e  church  in  Worcester.®® As th e  m edia t ion  o f  t h e  church 

and o f  i t s  p r i e s t s  became l e s s  and l e s s  im p o r ta n t ,  so t h e  need to  sup­

p o r t  the  church  was taken  away.

No doubt th e  d e c re a s e  in  t h e  suppor t  o f  th e  p a r i s h  church was

connected with  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m .  Here to o  th e  C o lc hes te r  w i l l s  show a 

d im in ish ing  dependence on th e  c l e r g y ,  both f o r  th e  say ing  o f  p rayers

and f o r  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e i r  w i l l s ;  Table 28 r e v e a l s  t h a t  20% o f  t h e

pre -Reformation  w i l l s  made no mention o f  c l e r i c s ,  whereas by t h e  1550 's  

87% o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r s  d id  not  mention a c l e r i c  in  any way. Of c o u r s e ,  

t h e r e  would have been fewer c l e r g y  a v a i l a b l e  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f
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Table  28

W il ls  Which Mention no C l e r i c s ,  1485-1558

Total  No. 
o f  W i l l s

W i l l s  Not 
Mentioning C le r i c s

% o f  
Total No

1485-1529 203 41 20%

1530-39 58 28 48%

1540-49 68 31 46%

1550-58 75 65 87%

th e  r e l i g i o u s  houses and t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  c h a n t r i e s .  However, t h e  need 

o f  t h e  people f o r  t h e  church  and f o r  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  th e  p r i e s t ,  

had l e s s e n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ;  t h e  p r i e s t  was s t i l l  needed a t  t h e  E u ch a r i s ­

t i e  t a b l e ,  but  t h e  p eo p le ,  th rough t h e i r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  h ighe r  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  a v a i l a b l e  in  th e  churches  a t  l e a s t  from 1 538, were more 

l i k e l y  to  make o f f e r i n g s  to  God on t h e i r  own. Many o f  t h e  p raye r s  in 

d i v i n e  s e r v i c e  were now in  E n g l i s h ,  and much t e a c h i n g ,  even by the  

p r i e s t s ,  was a l s o  being given t o  t h e  people in E n g l i s h .  Fur thermore ,  

as  c o n f i d e n t  laymen were wont t o  do ,  they  began to  t a k e  s t e p s ,  though 

s lo w ly ,  in  d i r e c t i n g  some o f  t h a t  t e a c h i n g .  A few t e s t a t o r s  l e f t  money 

f o r  t h e  p reach ing  o f  sermons;  one example was John Smyth in  1545,  who 

l e f t  5 s .  to  t h e  parson o f  h i s  p a r i s h  chu rch ,  S t .  L e o n a rd ' s ,  " f o r  

p reach ing  t h e  holy  gospel  o f  our  Sav io r  Jesus  C h r i s t . "  In E l i z a b e t h ' s  

r e i g n ,  th e  laymen o f  C o lc h e s te r  would be among t h e  f i r s t  to  h i r e  a town 

p reac h e r  in  1564.®®

One o t h e r  a rea  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  beques ts  r em a ins :  g i f t s  to  th e  

poor o r  f o r  c i v i c  improvement.  Table 16 (page 218) informs us t h a t  

a lone  o f  a l l  t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  o r  p ra y e r  b e q u e s t s ,  t h o s e  to  th e  poor or  to
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o n e ' s  ne ighbors  d id  no t  d e c l i n e  in  t h e  Reformation y e a r s ,  but  were in 

f a c t  s l i g h t l y  h ighe r  than  be fo re  t h e  Reformation.  In W orces te r ,  t o o ,  

beques ts  to  t h e  poor were h igher  a f t e r  th e  Reformation.  Often beques ts  

t o  t h e  poor in C o lc h e s te r  were s t i l l  t o  be given on t h e  t e s t a t o r ' s  bu r ­

i a l  day,  but  o c c a s i o n a l l y  money was t o  be put  in " the  poor box."  R i s ­

ing p r i c e s  and t h e  s t a g n a n t  c l o t h  i n d u s t r y  had made p ove r ty  more a c u t e  

than  e v e r ,  and though th e  s t a t i s t i c s  from th e  C o lc h e s te r  w i l l s  do not  

ev idence  a s t r i k i n g  r i s e  in  r e l i e f  given to  t h e  poor ,  t h e r e  was a con ­

t i n u a t i o n  and perhaps  an i n c r e a s e  in p e r s o n a l i z e d  g iv i n g .  For example,  

though no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  app ea r in g  as  a beques t  to  t h e  poor ,  P h i l i p  

Haywarde in  1544 l e f t  20d.  " to  t h e  o ld  woman Mother S u f f o l k , "  and in  

1546 Richard Hampken l e f t  3 s .  4d .  t o  f a t h e r l e s s  Margare t  Foorde.  John 

Byrde in  1555 l e f t  t 2 0  t o  t h e  poor ,  bu t  h i s  w i l l  a l s o  l i s t s  some women 

who were to  r e c e i v e  20 o r  4 0 s . ,  a long  with  some female s e r v a n t s  who 

were a l s o  t o  r e c e i v e  20s .  We do no t  know t h a t  a l l  o f  th o s e  peop le  were 

poor,  but  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  most  o f  them were.  Our l i s t  o f  examples 

could  go on and on ,  a l though  we canno t  l e g i t i m a t e l y  coun t  them with  t h e  

genera l  beques ts  to  t h e  poor .  In a r e c e n t  s tudy  o f  E l izab e th an  Warwick, 

A. L. B e ie r  concluded  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  concern o f  t e s t a t o r s  was w i th  t h e  

immediate r e l i e f  o f  f r i e n d s  and n e ig h b o rs .  That  seemed to  be th e  c a s e  

w i th  husbandman John Langlay who had few e a r t h l y  goods but  y e t  requested 

t h a t  a bushel  o f  rye  be d i s t r i b u t e d  among 4 poor f o l k  in  h i s  c o u n t ry  

p a r i s h  o f  Lexden.^®

Giving to  t h e  poor cou ld  defy  s t a t i s t i c s  in  a n o t h e r  way: c h a r i ­

t a b l e  g iv in g  could be to  r e l a t i v e s  who were poor .  Seldom, though,  

would t h e  r e l a t i v e s  be c a l l e d  poor in  t h e  w i l l ;  most unusual  was th e  

beques t  o f  a gentleman in  S t .  Leonard 's  p a r i s h  t o  " th e  p o o re s t  o f  my
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k i n f o l k .  Though d i f f i c u l t  to  c h a r t ,  t h e r e  seemed to  be a g r e a t e r  con­

ce rn  fo r  r e l a t i v e s ,  but  whether they  were poor r e l a t i v e s  i s  unknown. 

John George l e f t  10s .  y e a r l y  to  h is  mother f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  her  l i f e ,  

and Alderman John Stone prov ided  a dw el l ing  and 40s .  a y e a r  to  an un­

m arr ied  s i s t e r . I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  th o s e  women needed t h a t  h e l p ,  and 

i t  would c e r t a i n l y  be p o s s i b l e  to  provide o t h e r  examples o f  p robab le  

c h a r i t y  which canno t  e a s i l y  be c l a s s i f i e d .

Beyond p ro v id in g  f o r  poor r e l a t i v e s ,  though,  t h e  concern  shown 

f o r  f a m i l i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c h i l d r e n ,  by Reformation per iod  t e s t a t o r s  i s  

more n o t i c e a b l e  than  i n  pre-Reformation  w i l l s .  One unm is takeab le  f a c ­

t o r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was t h a t  more money was a v a i l a b l e  s in c e  so l i t t l e  was 

being given t o  t h e  church  in  t h e  Reformation  y e a r s .  Church t e ach in g  

c e r t a i n l y  p e rm i t t ed  p roper  suppor t  o f  o n e ' s  f a m i ly ,  and even Anima in 

th e  14 th  c e n t u r y  P i e r s  Plowman had remarked:

Alas!  you l o r d s  and l a d i e s ,  how i l l - a d v i s e d  you a r e  to  d e p r iv e  
your  h e i r s  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  and hand i t  o v e r ,  f o r  th e  
sake o f  t h e i r  p r a y e r s ,  to  men who a r e  r i c h  a l r e a d y ,  and s p e c i a l l y  
endowed to  pray  f o r  t h e  sou ls  o f  o t h e r s l ^ ^

The t a k in g  away o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  to  h i r e  p raye r s  f o r  dead s o u l s ,  whether 

o n e ' s  own soul o r  t h a t  o f  p a r e n t s ,  d id  more than  mere ly  f r e e  t h e  pocket- 

book. The concern which had gone toward t h e  p a s t  and toward an o th e r  

world could  now be r e d i r e c t e d  t o  t h i s  world and to  t h i s  t im e ,  bo th  to  

t h e  p r e s e n t  and to  t h e  f u t u r e .  The r e f o r m i s t  theo logy  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

by f a i t h  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  new emphasis on t h e  p r e s e n t ;  a works s a l v a ­

t i o n  could  c o n t in u e  a f t e r  d ea th  whereas a f a i t h  s a l v a t i o n  was p o s s i b l e  

only  du r ing  o n e ' s  l i f e t i m e .  With the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l a y  person now 

being more in  c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  God, so t h e  o r d in a r y  

burgess  was more f r e e  to  t r y  to  d i r e c t  th e  p r e s e n t  and t h e  f u t u r e  o f  

h i s  f a m i ly .  The s t r o n g e r  i n c l i n a t i o n  to  guide  th e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  fami ly
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i s  seen most c l e a r l y  in  t h e  w i l l s  o f  t e s t a t o r s  who l e f t  minor c h i l d r e n  

beh ind .  Most o f t e n ,  l i t t l e  was s a i d  a bou t  minor c h i l d r e n  exce p t  t h a t  

money or  goods were l e f t  t o  them, to  be given  them a t  a c e r t a i n  age .

In t h e  203 p re -R efo rm at ion  w i l l s ,  on ly  n ine  t e s t a t o r s  s a id  something 

more abou t  t h e  upb r ing ing  o f  t h e i r  minor c h i l d r e n ,  u s u a l l y  something 

r a t h e r  g e n e r a l ,  such as  shoemaker John F raunces '  gu idance to  h i s  wife  

to  "keep and b r ing  f o r t h  h o n e s t l y  my c h i l d r e n  and h e r s . "  In t h e  201 

C o lc h e s t e r  w i l l s  from 1530 to  1558,  e i g h t e e n  t e s t a t o r s  gave d i r e c t i o n s  

fo r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  minor c h i l d r e n .  Though th e  18 i s  a 100% i n ­

c r e a s e ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  a small number; n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  was a n o t i c e ­

a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  many o f  t h e  l a t e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  In 

fo u r  o f  t h e  l a t e r  group o f  w i l l s ,  c a r e f u l  d e t a i l  was g iven about  th e  

g u a r d i a n s h i p  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  and in  some t h e r e  was a genuine concern  

abou t  t h e  l e a r n i n g  and v i r t u e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  Will iam A l ld u s t  wrote 

in  1553: "I w i l l  a l s o  t h a t  my wife  s h a l l  b r in g  up my c h i l d r e n  in  t h e

f e a r  o f  God. And t h a t  my sons s h a l l  l e a r n  to  w r i t e  and read  t i l  they  

be a b l e  t o  be bound p r e n t i c e . "  In 1557 Richard  Stampe charged h is  

e x e c u t o r s ,  h i s  b r o t h e r s ,  t o  s ee  t h a t  h i s  c h i l d r e n  "be v i r t u o u s l y  

brought up in  t h e  f e a r  o f  a lm ig h ty  God." The w i l l s  o f  A l l d u s t  and 

Stampe a r e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n t r a s t ,  as  A l l d u s t ' s  preamble shows him to  

be o b v io u s ly  P r o t e s t a n t ,  whereas Stampe was one o f  on ly  fou r  Colches­

t e r  t e s t a t o r s  in  t h e  1550 ' s  who a l lu d e d  t o  s a i n t s  in  t h e i r  preambles .  

Yet ,  both  A l l d u s t  and Stampe were c l e a r l y  concerned t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  

be brought up " in  t h e  f e a r  o f  God," a te rm not  used in t h a t  way in  e a r ­

l i e r  w i l l s .  Both t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  and th e  P r o t e s t a n t  c a re d  deeply  

about  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t r a i n i n g  which t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e d ,  as  th e  

c h i l d r e n ' s  f a i t h  must  be p repa red  f o r  l i f e  in t h i s  world and t h i s
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P r o t e s t a n t  Will iam A l l d u s t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  Richard  

Stampe,  was c a r e f u l  to  mention t h a t  h i s  sons were to  l e a r n  t o  w r i t e  and 

r e a d ;  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  a b i l i t y  to  read  t h e  B ib le  became a t e n e t  o f  P r o t e s ­

t a n t i s m ,  y e t  t h e  C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s  seemed to  view t h e  a b i l i t y  to  

r e a d  o n ly  as  a p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  work. There a r e ,  however, s u r p r i s i n g l y  

few a l l u s i o n s  in  t h e  w i l l s  to  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n — in on ly  3 o f  

t h e  p re -Reform at ion  w i l l s  and i n  3 o f  t h e  Reformation per iod  w i l l s .

John Tumour  in  1525 seemed t o  have th e  same concern o f  Will iam All d u s t  

t h a t  h i s  c h i l d r e n  be given t h e  n e c e s s a ry  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p ;  

Tum our  d i r e c t e d  h i s  w i fe  to  keep h i s  c h i l d r e n  " to  school d u r ing  t h e i r  

non-age t i l  th e y  can w r i t e  and r e a d .  And as soon as  any o f  them can 

w r i t e  and r e a d ,  I w i l l  he be put  t o  s e r v i c e  with  a c o n v en ien t  m a s te r  

and so one a f t e r  a n o t h e r  as  t h e y  grow in  age and l e a r n i n g . "  Learning 

was p ragm a t ic ,  and y e t  when Alderman Thomas Cr is tmas  s e t  up Westons,  a 

f r e e  school f o r  24 c h i l d r e n ,  they  were to  be t a u g h t  "grammar and o t h e r  

v i r t u o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  and l e a r n i n g s . "  Even be fo re  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  t h e  

Reformation ,  p i e t y  and p r a c t i c a l  l e a r n i n g  went t o g e t h e r . ^ *  In t h a t  

l a t e  medieval  p e r io d ,  l e a r n i n g  was o f t e n  a p a r t  o f  t h e  equipment o f  th e  

pious townsman, and i t  was j u s t  such men who fo rged  t h e  Reformation— 

men such as  Thomas Cromwell and C o lc h e s t e r  Town Cle rk  Thomas Audley.  

Though t h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y  a concern  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  l e a r n i n g  in  e a r l y  

Tudor C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e  r e l i a n c e  on l a y  l e a r n i n g  became more e v i d e n t  in  

t h e  Reformation y e a r s ,  and not  j u s t  among t h e  c o u n s e l l o r s  su r round ing  

t h e  King. For example,  more than  ever  b e fo re  C o lc h e s te r  t e s t a t o r s  used 

laymen r a t h e r  than  c l e r i c s  to  w r i t e  t h e i r  w i l l s ,  and ,  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  

some o f  t h e  n o t a r i e s  began t o  i d e n t i f y  themselves  as t h e  w r i t e r s  o f  th e
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w i l l s ,  a new development in  C o lb h e s t e r  w i l l s  and an example o f  emerging 

in d i v id u a l i s m  among t h e  more l e a r n e d  laymen.^® Learn ing ,  whether  in 

t h e  law,  in  commerce, o r  in  t h e  B i b l e ,  had w i th in  i t  a power which 

would n o t  be s to p p e d ,  and i t  was in  t h e  urban c o n t e x t  where l e a r n i n g  

was so p r a c t i c a l  and so needed f o r  b u s in e s s  t h a t  i t  had combined with  

p i e t y ,  even be fo re  t h e  R efo rm at ion ,  to  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  power o f  

th e  layman both  b e fo re  and du r ing  t h e  p e r io d  o f  re fo rm .

Our f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  Reformation came q u ic k ly  to  C o lc h e s te r  i s  

no s u r p r i s e ,  f o r  h i s t o r i a n s  have noted  t h a t  by t h e  Marian pe r io d  th e  

P r o t e s t a n t  underground c o n g r e g a t io n  in  C o lc h e s t e r  was seemingly  second 

o n ly  to  London 's .  The s o u t h e a s t  o f  England has long been recogn ized  as 

an a r e a  which was g e n e r a l l y  more r e c e p t i v e  to  t h e  new id e as  and p r a c ­

t i c e s  o f  t h e  R efo rm at ion ,  p a r t l y  because o f  i t s  p rox im i ty  to  t h e  C o n t i ­

nent .^® P o r t s  such  as  C o lc h e s t e r  were e s p e c i a l l y  open t o  i n f l u e n c e  

from ab road ,  but  C o lc h e s t e r  showed an unusual  r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  r e f o r m i s t  

id e a s  and p r a c t i c e s .  In look ing  a t  t h e  r ea so n s  f o r  t h a t  o penness ,  we 

f in d  t h a t  s ev e ra l  c o n d i t i o n s  were merging in  C o lc h e s te r  in  t h e  l a t e  

medieval  p e r io d ,  and a look  a t  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  he lp  us to  summa­

r i z e  our  f i n d i n g s .

I t s  s t a t u s  a s  a royal  borough p e rm i t t e d  C o lc h e s te r  much indepen­

dence ,  and i t s  long t r a d i t i o n  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  n u r tu r e d  con f ide nce  

w i th i n  t h e  townsmen. Yet,  t h e  b u r g e s s e s '  s t a t u s  in  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  

was lo w ly ,  and t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  r a i s e  themselves  th rough  t h e i r  money­

making were s u s p e c t  and even r i d i c u l e d .  The townsman, however,  found a 

way t o  v a l i d a t e  h i s  mode o f  l i f e  by deve lop ing  h i s  own i d e a l s  o f  p i e t y ,  

i n c o r p o r a t i n g  h i s  work in  t h e  world and h i s  p r o f i t -m a k in g  with
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c u l t i v a t i n g  a l i f e  p l e a s i n g  t o  God. The fo rg in g  o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c a l ,  

mixed form o f  p i e t y  enab led  t h e  townsman t o  be c o n f i d e n t  befo re  man be­

cause  he f e l t  wor thy  b e f o r e  God. C le r i c a l  i d e a l s  o f  withdrawal from 

t h e  world were l e f t  beh ind .

As th e  l a y  townsmen began t o  t a k e  more i n i t i a t i v e  not  on ly  in 

t h e  obse rvance  but  a l s o  in  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  conven t iona l  r e l i g i o u s  

p r a c t i c e s ,  C o lc h e s te r  b u rg e s s e s  were i n c r e a s i n g l y  a t t r a c t e d  to  L o l la rd  

b e l i e f s ,  even a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  borough,  and some members o f  

a lderm an ic  f a m i l i e s  a c t u a l l y  embraced L o l l a rd  b e l i e f s .  However, a f t e r  

t h e  1527-28 d ioc esa n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  Loi l a r d y  in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  t h e r e  was 

a kind o f  u n i t i n g  o f  nonconforming and t r a d i t i o n a l  p i e t y ,  ev idenced by 

t h e  sudden and s t ro n g  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  in  t h e  borough 

c o u r t  r e c o rd s  a t  t h a t  t im e .  There seemed to  be a growing d e s i r e  fo r  

more l a y  c o n t r o l  in  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n .

The s t ro n g  c i v i c  t r a d i t i o n  in C o lc h e s te r  underg i rded  th e  emer­

gence o f  t h e  l a y  townsman as a p o s s i b l e  model o f  p i e t y .  C o lc h e s te r  had 

many l e a d e r s  who va lued  and p r a c t i c e d  a c t s  o f  c i v i c  p i e t y ,  and Colches­

t e r  had i n f l u e n t i a l  p r i e s t s  such as John Adam in  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Henry VII 

who encouraged th e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  l a i t y  by making devot iona l  

works a v a i l a b l e  to  them, a l o n g s i d e  t h e  B ib l e ,  even a t  t h a t  e a r l y  t ime.  

Learning  a l s o  merged w i th  p i e t y  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  con f ide nce  o f  t h e  towns­

men. The most i n f l u e n t i a l  l e a d e r s  o f  C o lc h e s te r  in  t h e  e a r l y  Tudor 

pe r io d  saw th e m s e lv e s ,  in  t h e i r  own words,  as  working " to  t h e  honour 

o f  God and t h e  Borough." In t h e  merging o f  s e c u l a r  power and personal  

p i e t y  in  t h e  top  l e a d e r s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  we see  t h e  embryo o f  t h e  grand 

merging o f  s e c u l a r  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  power when t h e  King o f  England 

became "Supreme Head on Ear th  o f  t h e  Church o f  England ." The townsmen
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o f  C o l c h e s t e r  were w i l l i n g  and a b l e  a l l i e s  o f  King H enry ' s  pa th  o f  r e ­

form. There was no b e t t e r  t e s t im o n y  o f  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  to  H enry ' s  r e ­

forms than  th e  1538 w i l l  o f  an i n f l u e n t i a l  a ld e rm an ,  John Cl e r e .  One 

o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  P r o t e s t a n t  w i l l s  in  England,  C l e r e ' s  w i l l  open ly  em­

braced  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  " to  t h e  l a u d ,  honor ,  and p r a i s e  o f  a l m ig h t y  God 

and t o  t h e  t r u e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  o f  His Word." More o r d i n a r y  C o lc h e s t e r  

b u rg es s e s  a l s o  approved o f  H en ry ' s  r e fo rm s ;  in  1540 Richard  Colbrande  

l e f t  money "to  make a sermon in  s e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  g l o r y  o f  God and t h e  

honor o f  our  most n ob le  p r i n c e .

The c o n f id e n c e  and s t r e n g t h  which t h e  l a t e  medieval  townsman o f  

C o l c h e s t e r  found th rough  h i s  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e ,  h i s  p i e t y ,  and h i s  l e a r n ­

ing s u ppo r ted  t h e  reform o f  an e n t re n ch ed  medieval  c h u rc h .  The remak­

ing  o f  t h e  church  broke down l o n g - e n d u r i n g  s o c i a l  bonds b u t  a l s o  c r e ­

a t e d  new ones  and s t r e n g t h e n e d  o t h e r s .  The community was no l o n g e r  

needed to  pray  a soul i n t o  heaven ,  and so some o f  t h e  o ld  bonds o f  l o y ­

a l t y  to  t h e  p a r i s h  church  d i s i n t e g r a t e d ;  b u t  emerging was an even 

s t r o n g e r  borough community which passed  i t s  own poor r e l i e f  measures in

1557 and which came to  see  i t s e l f  as  hav ing t h e  r i g h t  t o  h i r e  i t s  own

78town p r e a c h e r .  The c l e r i c a l  id e a l  o f  c e l i b a c y  gave way t o  a s t r o n g e r  

s e n s e  o f  t h e  god ly  f a m i l y ,  w i th  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  shap ing  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  being  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  became a s t r o n g e r  f o r c e ,  bo th  because  o f  g r e a t e r  l a y  

l e a r n i n g  and r e l i a n c e  on i t ,  and because  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  had a c c e s s  to  

t h e  Word o f  God in h i s  own l a n g u a g e .  There was a u t h o r i t y  and power in 

t h e  Word and in t h e  a b i l i t y  to  read  words.  The p r a c t i c e  o f  deep devo­

t i o n  to  God w h i le  remain ing  in  th e  world  had he lped  p r e p a r e  t h e  way f o r  

th e  emergence o f  the  l a y  townsman as a f o r c e  in  E ng l ish  s o c i e t y .
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Appendix 1 

O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Borough o f  Colches ter^

B a i l i f f s . Two men, who were a l s o  aldermen .

Legis P e r i t u s  ( R e c o r d e r ) . A la w yer ,  u s u a l l y  one o f  t h e  g e n t r y .  Legal 
c o n s u l t a n t  to  t h e  town, u s u a l l y  n o n - r e s i d e n t .

J u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  P e a c e . Four men, who were a l s o  a ldermen.  The two 
b a i l i f f s  and th e  r e c o r d e r  were a l s o  J . P . ' s ,  making seven in  a l l .

Aldermen. Ten men, i n c lu d in g  th e  two b a i l i f f s .  G e n e r a l ly ,  t h e  a l d e r ­
men served  u n t i l  d e a t h .

Chamber la in . One man, n o t  an a lderman; u s u a l l y  from th e  Common Council, 
Term o f  s e r v i c e  was only  f o r  one y e a r ,  and th e  same man never held 
t h e  o f f i c e  tw ic e .  Was o f t e n  a p re lu d e  to  becoming a lderman.

Co ro n e r s . Two men, who were a l s o  a ldermen.

C la v i e r s  (key b e a r e r s ) .  Four men, two being aldermen and two men from 
t h e  Common C o u n c i l .

Clerk  o f  t h e  Town. A lawyer ,  u s u a l l y  one o f  t h e  g e n t r y ;  r e s i d e n t  in 
t h e  town; handled th e  everyday l e g a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  town.

S e r j e a n t s - a t - M a c e . Four men. For each s e r j e a n t ,  four  men were s u r e -  
t i e s  f o r  b40 f o r  each s e r j e a n t .

F i r s t  C o u n c i l . S ix teen  men, e l e c t e d  by t h e  a ldermen.

Second C o u n c i l . S ix teen  men, e l e c t e d  by th e  aldermen and th e  F i r s t  
Council

3F i r s t  Group o f  E l e c t o r s . Twenty-four  men, s i x  from each o f  t h e  fou r  
wards .  Many were on the  F i r s t  o r  Second Counci l ,  but  none were 
aldermen .  E lec ted  t h e  b a i l i f f s ,  r e c o r d e r ,  J . P . ' s ,  a ldermen,  and 
cham ber la in .

Second Group o f  E l e c t o r s . Twenty-four  men, s i x  from each o f  t h e  4 
wards.  E lec ted  t h e  c o r o n e r s ,  c l a v i e r s ,  c l e r k  o f  t h e  town, and 
S e r j e a n t s .

O th e r s . Mentioned o c c a s i o n a l l y  were:  c o n s t a b l e s ;  w a te r  b a i l i f f ;
c l e r k s  o f  t h e  m arke t ;  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  f i s h  in  t h e  m arke t ,  o f  tanned  
l e a t h e r ,  o f  t h e  b u t c h e r ' s  a r t ,  o f  l a n d ;  and common dredgerman o f  
o y s t e r s .

E l e c t i o n s  were held y e a r l y .  L i s t i n g s  o f  o f f i c e r s  a r e  found 
in the  borough c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  but  comple te l i s t i n g s  were seldom g iven ;
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o n ly  in  7 c o u r t  r o l l s  were complete  l i s t i n g s  given o f  t h e  members o f  
t h e  two c o u n c i l s ,  as  well  as  t h e  two groups o f  e l e c t o r s .  The medieval 
Oath Book l i s t s  t h e  b a i l i f f s  and o f t e n  t h e  cham ber la in  f o r  each y e a r ,  
a v a l u a b le  a i d  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  in  which c o u r t  r o l l s  a r e  m i s s in g .

2
According to  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  Edward IV, t h e r e  were to  be fou r  men 

from each o f  th e  fou r  wards ,  bu t  in  p r a c t i c e  t h e  r i c h e r  two w a r d s - - t h e  
Head Ward and t h e  East  Ward—u s u a l l y  predominated .  Most o f  t h e  a l d e r ­
men l i k e w i s e  came from th o s e  two wards .

3
" E l e c t o r s "  i s  my term fo r  th o s e  men.
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Appendix 2 

Aldermen o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  1485-1558*

Name Occupation
Years

as
Tax

Assessment
Family

Connections
Admission 

a s  a
Alderman 1524 1525 Burgess

1. +Aleyn,  George Merchant 1509-10 - - - -

2. + B a rd f i e ld ,  John - 1490-1506 - - - -

3. B arke r ,  Richard - 1489-1500 - - - -

4 . +Barker,  Robert Cl othmaker 1493-? - - - -

5. +Beket ,  William - 1529-36 L40 k43 Mar.widow 
o f  T. Cle re

1522-3

6. Benyght,  William - 1505-11 - - - 1492-3

7. B e r y f f ,  Austin Cl othmaker 1537-46 b30 k30 - 1513-14

8. +B eryf f ,  John Cl o t h i e r 1549-59 - - - -

9. +Bes t ,  John 
M.P.

Merchant 1547-73 - A1 dermen 
F a the r  & 

G randfa the r

-

10. +Best ,  Robert - 1502-? - - Mar. d a u . o f  
Ald.N.Cl e re

-

11 . Bradman, John Merchant 1520-25 180 80
mks.

- 1513-14

12. +Breton,  John (G en t . ) 1498-99 - - - 1486-7

13. +Brown, R ob t .S r . Innkeeper 1536-48 120 k20 M a r . s i s . o f  
alderman

1509-10

14. +Brown, R o b t . J r .  
M.P.

Grocer 1540-68 - - Nephew o f  
alderman

-

15. Bryan,  John Cl othmaker 1511-16 - - - 1488-9

16. +Buxston, William Mercer 1540-46 L30 ? - -

17. Cl e r e ,  Benjamin - 1540-74 - - Aldermen 
Fa the r  & 

G ran d fa th e r

-

18. +Cle re ,  John 
M.P.

C l o t h i e r 1511-38 k120 k80 Son o f  
alderman

-

19. +Cle re ,  Nicholas - 1491-1500 - - - -

20. +Cok, Thomas Shipowner 1531-44 k40 k40 - -
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Aldermen, Occupation
Years

as
Tax

Assessment
Family

Connections
Admission 

as a
Alderman 1524 1525 Burgess

21. +Coksa1e, John Innho lde r 1515-29 144 k40 - 1504-5

22. +Co11e, John Clothmaker 1511-36 1:140 b80 - 1498-9

23. +Cowbregge, Robt. Clothmaker 1501-11 - - - -

24. +Cris tmas ,  John C l o t h i e r 1515-26 118 k18 Son o f  
alderman

-

25. Cris t inas ,  John (E sq . ) 1525-48 1600 k400 ATdermen 
F a the r  & 

G randfa ther

—

26. C r is tm as ,  Thomas 
M.P.

- 1474-1500 - - - -

27. +Cris tm as ,  Thomas Merchant 1497-1520 - - Son o f  
Alderman

-

28. +Debenham, Wm. (G en t . ) 1517-20 k40 k40 - 1510

29. '^Dybney, Thomas Butcher 1549-61 b16 k16 M ar .s tep-da  
o f  a i d .

-

30. ''^Fynche, Ralph Brewer 1547-49 - - -

31. F lyngaun t ,  Robt. - 1542-52 - Son o f  
Alderman

-

32. '**F1yngaunt,  Thom. C lo t h i e r 1520-41 b140 k80 - -

33. Gardener,  Robt. Pewterer 1516-17 - - - 1502-3

34. Halke,  Richard - 1488-89 - - - -

35. Hamond, C h r i s . (G en t . ) 1525-31 - k40 - 1509-10

36. Hervy,  Richard Clothmaker 1487-? - - - -

37. Heynes, Richard 
M.P.

(G en t . ) 1488-? - - - 1484-5

38. John,  John Mariner 1501 -11 - - - -

39. Jopson,  Thomas 
M.P.

- 1481-1515 - - - 1462

40. Jopson,  William - 1519-25 klOO - Son o f  
A1 derman

-

41. *Leche,  Robert Mercer 1536-54 - - - -
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Aldermen Occupation
Years

as
M derman

Ta>
Assess
1524

sment
1525

Family
Connections

Admission 
a s  a 

Burgess

42.  Lowthe, Ambrose Merchant 1516-36 k40 k40
M.P.

43 .  Markes,  R ichard 1471-94 _

M.P.

44.  Mayken, John Grocer 1503-36 k80 80
mks

- 1490-1

45.  +Maynerd, John Cl o t h i e r 1553-69 - - - -

46 .  *Maynerd, Rober t C l o t h i e r 1551-59 - - - -

47.  +Mott ,  Will iam Haberdasher 1549-61 - - Bro- in-1aw 
o f  Aid.

-

48 ."*Neve,  John Clothmaker 1525-40 k40 k40 - 1515-16

49.  +Northern ,  Robt. Cl othmaker 1524-25 k66 k40 Mar. s i s t e r  
o f  Alderman

_

50.  Pakke,  Richard - 1504-16 - - - -

51.  Plomer,  R ichard Clothmaker 1485-88 - - - -

52. +Reve, Thomas Ironmonger 1544-49 - - - 1534

53. +Reynold, John Capper 1510-23 - - - -

54. +Sayer ,  George 
M.P.

Cl o t h i e r 1539-72 - - Son o f  
Alderman

-

55. S ayer ,  John - 1508-9 - - - 1493

56.  Smalpece,  John - 1511-19 - - - -

57.  +Smalpece,  John Clothmaker 1526-40 k100 k40 Son o f  
A1 derman

-

58. +Stone,  John C l o t h i e r 1549-51 - - - -

59.  +S t rachye ,  Wm. Merchant 1554-59 - - - 1546-7

60.  +Swayne, John - 1498-1515 - - - -

61.  +Thurske,  John Clothmaker 1495-? - - - -

62.  * T hurs teyn ,  l*n. Tilemaker 1536-42 k15 k15 - -

63.  +Upchar,  John - 1485-? - - -
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.  u \  from C o lc h .C .R . ,  O .B . , l a s t  w i l l s  and t e s t a t m e n t s ,
and t h e  1524-25 l a y  s u b s i d y ,  P.R.O. E179/108/162 and E l79 /108/169 .  
Records a r e  incomple te  f o r  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Henry V I I ,  so some o f  th e  
aldermen s e rv in g  d u r in g  t h a t  p e r io d  may have served  l o n g e r  than  t h e  
y e a r s  g ive n .  The adm iss ions  t o  t h e  freedom o f  t h e  borough were th o s e  
who came as a d u l t s  and pa id  a f i n e  f o r  a d m iss ion .

+ A w i l l  i s  e x t a n t .

Served as a churchwarden .
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Occupat ions in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  1485-1558^

Manufacture o f  T e x t i l e s  
and C lo th ing

Capper (maker o f  caps )
C l o t h i e r
Clothmaker
Dyer
F u l l e r
Hosier

Kendalman (dyer  o f  green  c l o t h )
Shearman

S p i n s t e r
T a i l o r
Weaver

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
C a r r i e r
C a r t e r

Loder ( p i l o t  o f  a boa t )
Mariner

Shipwright

Waterman (seaman; a boatman 
who h i r e s  o u t  h i s  own boa t )

O f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  Borough 
Clerk  o f  t h e  Market 
Examiner o f  Cloth 

Ja 11 or

Land Surveyor 

Sergean t -a t -M ace  
Summoner 
Town Clerk 

Water B a i l i f f

D i s t r i b u t i v e  Trades
Apothecary  (d ru g s ,  h e rbs )
Chandler  ( c a n d le s )

Draper ( c l o t h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  cheaper  
c l o t h ,  such as l i n e n )

Grocer

Haberdasher (caps & small i t ems)
Mercer ( c o s t l i e r  f a b r i c s ,  e . g .  

s i l k ,  v e l v e t )
Merchant

Woolen d r a p e r  (woolen c l o t h )

Food and Drink 

Baker
Beerbrewer 
Butcher  
Fi shmonger 

In n h o ld e r  
Mil 1er  

Taverner

P r o f e s s i o n a l s
A t to rn ey
Clerk

Notary

Organ P lay e r
P r i e s t

Schoolm as te r
S c r iv e n e r
Surgeon
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B ui ld ing  Trade 

C arpen te r

G l a s i e r  ( g l a s s  maker)
J o i n e r  ( f i n e r  work o f  

c a r p e n t r y )
M i l lw r ig h t  ( s e t s  up m i l l s  or  

machinery)
P a i n t e r

Sawyer (saws t im be r  i n t o  
lumber)

Tilemaker  (makes t i l e s  f o r  
r o o f s )

T i l e r

Lea the r  C r a f t s

Barker ( s t r i p s  bark from t r e e s  
used in  t a n n i n g ;  t a n n e r )

Cordwainer (makes b e t t e r  shoes)
Glover

Harness Maker 
S add le r  

Shoemaker 

Sk inner  
Tanner

Woodworking

Basketmaker

Bowyer
Carver

Cooper (maker o f  b a r r e l s )

Corkmaker ( h e e l s  on shoes & some 
s l i p p e r s  were made o f  co rk )

F l e t c h e r  (maker o f  a r row s)

Turner  ( f a s h io n e d  o b j e c t s  o f  wood, 
m e t a l ,  bone,  e t c .  on a l a t h e )

Wheelwright  (maker o f  wheels and 
wheeled v e h i c l e s )

M isce l laneous
Barber
Cook

2
Gentleman

Hogherd
Husbandman
Laborer

S a f f ro n  Grower

Servan t
Yeoman

Metalwork
Armorer

B r a s i e r  (worker in  b r a s s )

Cardmaker (makes i n s t r u ­
ment which r a i s e s  nap 
on c l o t h )

C u t l e r

F u rb i s h e r  ( p o l i s h e r  o f  meta 
Hardwareman

Ironmonger

Pewte re r  (maker o f  t a b l e w a r e  o f  an 
a l l o y  o f  t i n )

Plumber (worker in  l e a d ,  z i n c ,  o r  t i n )
Smith
T inker

Wiredrawer (maker o f  small a r t i c l e s  
o f  m e t a l )

In fo rm at ion  from w i l l s ,  c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  and O.B. L i s t s  o f  
o c c u p a t io n s  in  Pound, "Norwich,"  Appendix 6 ;  Phyth ian-Adams, C o v en t ry , 
Appendix 3c ;  P a t t e n ,  Table  13. Job d e s c r i p t i o n s :  P a l l i s e r ,  York.164-73.

2
Gentleman i n d i c a t e s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  y e t  inc luded  in most l i s t s .
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W ill s  Naming C l e r i c a l  Sons

1.  Roger (1507)^ and Margaret  (1512) Burgon -  her  son was F r i a r  Matthew

Shipman, Grey F r i a r ,  C o lc h e s te r .

2 .  John (1501) and Joan (1512) Byrch -  h e r  son was S i r  Richard  Rose

(o r  Roos),  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  in  C o lc h e s t e r .

3.  Thomas (1512) and A l ic e  (1514) Garrard  -  son ,  John ,  canon a t  S t .

B o to lp h ' s  P r i o r y ,  C o lc h e s te r .

4.  Kather ine  R uf fu l l  (1509) -  son .  S i r  John R u f f u l l ,  canon a t  S t .

O sy th ' s  (A ugus t in ian )  P r i o r y ,  S t .  Osyth ,  Essex.

5. John Salough (1511) -  w i f e ' s  son was F r i a r  John Andrew, a t

Cambridge.

6.  Robert  Thorpe (1530) - son .  S i r  John,  canon a t  S t .  O sy th ' s  P r i o r y .

Another son ,  Robert  Thorpe (1528) a l s o  mentioned S i r  John.

The d a t e  in  p a r e n th e s e s  i s  th e  d a t e  o f  t h e  w i l l .  The w i l l s :
R. Burgon, E.R.O. D/ACRl/127; M. Burgon ( o r  Burgyn) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/17; 
John Byrch,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/17; Joan Byrch (o r  B r i c h ) ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/191; 
T. G a r ra rd ,  E.R.O. D/ACRl/194; A. G a r ra rd ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/10; K. R uf fu l l ,  
E.R.O. D/ACRl/155; J .  Salough,  P.R.O. 3 F e t i p l a c e ;  R. Thorpe (1530) ,  
E.R.O. D/ACR2/227; R. Thorpe (1528) ,  E.R.O. D/ACR2/208.
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Churchwardens

A. Some Churchwardens,  1521-22

Name Occupation Wealth ,  1524-25 Borough O f f i c e s

B arke r ,  William - 4 0 s . ;  L3 goods -

Casour ,  Richard Husbandman bl4  goods 2nd Council ; 
Cons tab le

Horpole ,  Robert Gentleman - -

Kyng, John Cardmaker 40s .  goods -

Luke, Thomas Surgeon blO goods 2nd Council

Webbe, John T a i l o r b]  6 s .  8 d . ;  b3 -

B. Obit s  Handled by Churchwardens

T e s t a t o r Year Where Obit  
t o  Be Kept

Money from:

Will iam Borne 1492 Col ne 2 cows

Will iam Breton 1499 S t .  G i l e s ' P r o f i t  from a farm

Will iam Pylgrim 1506 Lexden 2 cows

Margaret  Bar ty 1513 S t .  G i l e s ' 6 s .  8d .  y e a r l y  f o r  20 y e a r s

John Camoke 1514 S t .  G i l e s ' 2 cows and 8 ewe sheep

Will iam Teye 1514 S t .  G i l e s ' Tenements in  A rdle igh

John Swayn 1515 All S a i n t s ' P r o f i t  from a meadow

Matthew Rede 1517 S t .  Runwald's P r o f i t  from 6 a c r e s  o f  land

John Caser 1520 Mil end Tenement

John Tumour 1525 Messing 2 cows
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Five C o lc h e s t e r  Wills^

A. John V er tue ,  1486

(W ri t ten  January  28,  1486; r eco rded  i n  Co lch .C .R . ,  1541-42,  m. 6 
V ertue  was a c lo thmaker  l i v i n g  in  S t .  James ' p a r i s h ;  he was an 
M.P. w i th  Thomas Cr is tm as  i n  t h e  1485 P a r l i a m e n t .  The account  o f  
t h a t  Pa r l i am en t  by Ver tue and Cris tm as  was th e  f i r s t  one w r i t t e n  
in  Eng l i sh  by an M.P.)

* • . iny soul t o  a lm ig h ty  God and t o  our b le ssed  and g lo r i o u s  
V irg in  Mary, and to  a l l  t h e  s a i n t s  o f  heaven.  . . .  my body t o  be b u r ­
ied  in t h e  p a r i s h  church  o f  S t .  James in  C o lc h e s te r  . . .  to  t h e  high 
a l t a r  o f  S t .  . lames ' ,  20s .

To t h e  new work o f  S t .  J a m e s ' ,  2 c l o t h s  o f  murrey g rey  f o r  to  
bury me in  t h e  chape l  o f  S t .  P e t e r  w i th i n  the  s a id  church  and one o f  
t h e  c l o t h s  t o  be d e l i v e r e d  w i th in  t h e  space  o f  a month a f t e r  my de­
c e a s e  and t h e  o t h e r  c l o t h  to  be d e l i v e r e d  w i th in  12 months.

I tem, I w i l l  t h e r e  be found a p r i e s t  s in g in g  f o r  me w i th in  6 
months a f t e r  my de c e a s e ,  f o r  12 months,  and f o r  my f r i e n d s ,  in  t h e  s a i d  
church  o f  S t .  James.

To t h e  alms beds a t  S t .  Anne's  in  C o lc h e s te r  6 p a i r  o f  s h e e t s  to  
be d e l i v e r e d  w i th i n  6 months a f t e r  my d ecease .

To t h e  amending o f  t h e  highway in  Hakeney Lane, 6 s .  8d .  . . . 
amending o f  t h e  highway a g a i n s t  Cogi l l  F i e l d ,  6 s .  8d.

To t h e  Grey F r i a r s  o f  C o l c h e s t e r ,  1 0 s . ;  t h e r e o f  3 s ,  4d .  t o  he lp  
bury me and th e  r e s i d u e  f o r  10 masses sung fo r  me.

Unto Johane my w i fe  my house t h a t  I dwell in  and the  t e n a n t r i e s  
a d j o i n i n g  t o  g iv e  o r  to  s e l l .  A lso ,  in  j e w e l s ,  va lue  fclO, and in  
household goods t o  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t l O ,  and in  wood t o  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t l O ,  
and in  c l o t h  t o  t h e  va lue  o f  t l O .

To my o l d e r  son my house a t  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  g a t e .  To my younger
son my house a t  E a s t g a t e ,  and t h a t  t h e  same housing be bu i lded  s u f f i ­
c i e n t l y  f o r  him a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  my e x e c u t o r s .  To both s o n s ,  a t  26 y e a r s  
o f  age ,  to  have in  j e w e l s  and in household goods to  t h e  va lue  o f  5 
marks .  To Agnes,  my d a u g h t e r ,  my house in  M o r e s t r e e t ,  and b l 2 ,  and

In t h e s e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s ,  much o f  t h e  s p e l l i n g  has been modern­
i z e d ,  many r e p e t i t i v e  phrases  have been o m i t t e d ,  and p unc tua t ion  has 
been added f o r  e a s i e r  r e a d i n g .  V e r t u e ' s  w i l l  i s  taken  from Benham's 
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t  r o l l s .
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jewels  and households  goods to  t h e  va lue  o f  5 marks.

. . . t h a t  my ex ec u to r s  d i s p o s e  f o r  me a t  my bury ing  and a t  my
month day ,  t h e  sum o f  klO to  poor f o l k ,  and t h a t  i s  n o t  d i s p o s e d ,  in 
t h e  y e a r  f o l lo w in g .

. . . t h a t  my ex ec u to r s  keep my o b i t ,  o r  e l s e  t h e  e x ec u to r s  o f  
them keep i t ,  20 y e a r s  a f t e r  my decease  in  t h e  p a r i s h  church o f  S t .  
James, with  t h e  ferme o f  my house and lands  a t  Mylend, and th e y  to  be­
stow on my o b i t  every  y e a r  2 0 s . ,  and a f t e r  20 y e a r s ,  t h e  house and
la nds  be s o l d ,  and with  t20  t h e r e o f  coming I w i l l  t h a t  th e y  f in d  a 
p r i e s t  s in g in g  in  church o f  Holy T r i n i t y  in  C o lc h e s te r  f o r  12 months 
t o  s ing  fo r  John Beche [B es te? ]  and my f r i e n d s ,  and t h e  p r i e s t  t o  have 
10 marks.

Also ,  I w i l l  t h e r e  be found a n o th e r  p r i e s t  s in g in g  in  t h e  p a r i s h  
church o f  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  f o r  12 months,  t o  s in g  f o r  John Vertu t h e  
o l d e r  and h i s  f r i e n d s ,  and he to  have 10 marks.  A lso ,  t h e r e  be found 
a n o th e r  p r i e s t  s in g in g  in  th e  p a r i s h  church o f  S t .  James,  f o r  my soul 
and f o r  my f r i e n d s ,  f o r  12 months,  and he t o  have 10 marks f o r  h i s  
s a l a r y .

To my b r o th e r  Adam Ver tue to  t h e  va lue  o f  t 4  in  hous ing .
Residue . . . t o  my e x e c u to r s .

To t h e  r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  new work a t  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  l a t e  h u r t ,
5 marks t o  pray  f o r  John Elys and f o r  me, to  be pa id  w i th i n  a y ea r  
a f t e r  my d ea th .

Execu to rs :  Johane,  my w i f e ,  and Thomas C r i s tm a s ,  t h e  son o f
Richard  C r is tm as .

W i tnesses :  S i r  John Adam, parson o f  S t .  J a m e s ' ,  R ichard  Baldwyn,
John Smalpece,  Thomas Nor then,  and John Harvey, town c l e r k .

B. Nicholas Cl e r e .  1500

(P.R.O. 17 Moone. In L a t in ;  w r i t t e n  on Sep t .  1 7 ,  1500; proved on 
November 19,  1500. Alderman C l e r e ' s  son and f o u r  grandsons were 
aldermen a f t e r  him. Most o f  t h e  fo l low ing  t r a n s l a t i o n  was taken 
from Benton,  "Essex W i l l s  a t  C an te rb u ry ,"  245 -6 . )

. . .  my soul t o  God a lm ig h ty ,  t o  t h e  b le s s e d  S t .  Mary, v i r g i n ,  
and t o  a l l  s a i n t s .  And my body in  t h e  church  o f  S t .  James, next  to  t h e  
grave  o f  John Adam, l a t e l y  r e c t o r  o f  t h e  same chu rch .  To t h e  high 
a l t a r ,  f o r  t i t h e s  f o r g o t t e n  and kep t  back,  5 s .  To th e  work o f  S t .
Paul ,  London, 4d.

I tem, I l e ave  t o  buy a c r o s s  f o r  S t .  James'  Church,  one woolen 
c l o t h  o f  r u s s e t  o r  tawny c o l o r  24 yards  long .

To my son Thomas my 2 tenements in W i r e s t r e e t ,  in  t h e  town o f
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C o l c h e s t e r ,  when he s h a l l  come t o  t h e  age o f  23 y e a r s ;  a l s o  5 marks.
I f  he d i e  b e fo re  a t t a i n i n g  t h e  above ag e ,  th e  tenements to  be s o ld  and 
b20 o f  t h e  purchase money t o  be spen t  on making o r  mending a c r u c i f i x ,  
c a l l e d  " l e  Roode," w i th  Mary and John,  t o  s tan d  over  t h e  r o o d - l o f t  in 
t h e  church  o f  S t .  James a f o r e s a i d ,  in  th e  p la ce  where t h e  Rood, with  
Mary and John,  now s t a n d s .  [A d a u g h t e r ,  M argare t ,  w ife  o f  Robert
B i e s t e ,  i s  m e n t ioned . ]  To t h e  s a i d  Thomas my son 3 s i l v e r  spoons and a
maser w i th  a l i t t l e  band a t  t h e  age o f  23. To Nicholas  Cl e r e  and 
Robert  B i e s t e ,  my godsons,  20s .  each a t  t h e  age o f  23 .  To my son ,
John,  my house in  which he dw el l s  in  E a s t r e e t ,  C o lc h e s t e r .

. . . r e n t e r s  in  E a s t r e e t ,  to  f i n d  a c h a p la in  t o  c e l e b r a t e  f o r
my soul in  t h e  s a i d  p a r i s h  church  o f  S t .  James,  be fo re  t h e  image o f  S t .  
I g n a c i u s ,  f o r  one whole y e a r .

To my son Thomas a b ra s s  bowl,  which was my f a t h e r ' s .  To my 
w ife  E l i z a b e th  t h e  house in which I dwell in  E s t r e t e ,  and two houses in  
W i r e s t r e t e ;  a l s o  a messuage which I l a t e l y  bought o f  Margaret  B arke r ,  
widow, and a messuage,  fo rm er ly  John London's  in  E s t r e t e .

My ex ec u to r s  to  s e l l  two messuages in Magdaleyn S t r e e t .

. . .  an o b i t  f o r  20 y e a r s  in  S t .  J am es ' ,

E xec u to rs :  my w ife  E l i z a b e th  and son John.  S u p e rv i s o r  . . . 
Richard  Baldewyn.

W i tnesses :  John Lowthe, r e c t o r  o f  S t .  J a m e s ' ;  Thomas B e r i f f ,
shearman; Henry Holwel l .

C. Thomas C r i s tm as .  1520

(P.R.O. 28 A y lo f fe .  W r i t ten  January  13,  1520; proved March 31,  
1520.  C r i s tm as ,  a merchant  who l i v e d  in  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  James,  
was t h e  l e a d in g  alderman in  C o lc h e s t e r  a f t e r  t h e  d ea th  o f  h i s  
f a t h e r ,  Alderman and M.P. Thomas Cr is tm as  around 1500.  C r i s tm as '  
son ,  Alderman John C r i s tm a s ,  E s q . ,  was t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  fami ly  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  borough a f f a i r s ,  w i th  t h e  f a m i ly  then  r i s i n g  to  
g e n t ry  s t a t u s . )

. . .  I r i g h t  humbly commend my soul unto  a lm igh ty  God, c r e a t o r  
and redeemer ,  and unto  h i s  b le s s e d  mother and to  a l l  t h e  holy company 
o f  heaven.  To be bu r ied  in  t h e  chapel  o f  S t .  Thomas th e  m a r ty r  w i th i n  
t h e  church  o f  t h e  Monastery o f  S t .  J o h n ' s .  Unto t h e  Abbot and convent  
o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  f o r  break ing  o f  t h e  ground where i t  s h a l l  happen me t o  be 
b u r i e d ,  10s.

I w i l l  t h a t  my o b i t  s h a l l  y e a r l y  be kep t  in  t h e  s a i d  monaste ry  
f o r e v e r  a f t e r  such form and acc o rd in g  to  such in d e n tu r e s  t h e r e o f  made 
between t h e  s a id  abbo t  and conven t  and me . . . i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
whereof  I have a s s ig n e d  and given unto  t h e  s a id  abbot  and conven t  . . .
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l a n d s  in  Monuden which I bought o f  John Denby f o r  t5 0 .

I w i l l  t h a t  my ex ec u to r  do expend and bestow about  t h e  making
and f i n i s h i n g  o f  a tomb o f  marb le  o r  f r e e  s to n e  over  t h e  grave  where I
s h a l l  be b u r i e d ,  t6  13s .  4d.

To t h e  h igh a l t a r  o f  S t .  James ' f o r  my t i t h e s  . . . unpa id ,  40s. 
To t h e  v i c a r  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  church  o f  Thorpe f o r  l i k e  c a u s e ,  6 s .  8d.  To
t h e  v i c a r  o f  t h e  church  o f  Kyrkby f o r  t h e  l i k e ,  6 s .  8d.

I w i l l  t h a t  my e x e c u to r s  s h a l l  expend,  d i s t r i b u t e  and d i s p o s e  a t  
t h e  day o f  my b u r i a l  and month day and t h e  days between,  fclOO in  form 
f o l l o w i n g :  2 0 s .  to  be d i s t r i b u t e d  eve ry  day between my bu r ia l  day and
month day f o r  d i r g e s  and masses o f  requiem and o t h e r  deeds o f  c h a r i t y  
t o  be done and c e l e b r a t e d  every  o f  t h e  same days by th e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  
my e x e c u t o r s .  And 40s .  to  be d isposed  to  4 hones t  p r i e s t s  f o r  4 t r e n -  
t a l s  t o  be sung immedia te ly  a f t e r  my decease  whereof 2 o f  them s h a l l  be 
sung in  t h e  p a r i s h  church  o f  S t .  James and t h e  o t h e r  2 in  S t .  J o h n ' s  
M onas te ry .  And t h e  r e s i d u e  o f  t h e  s a i d  blOO I w i l l  mine ex e c u to r  s h a l l  
d i s p o s e  a t  t h e  day o f  my b u r i a l  and month day in masses s i n g i n g ,  g iv ing  
o f  alms t o  poor  p eop le ,  and o t h e r  deeds o f  c h a r i t y  by h i s  d i s c r e t i o n .  
And i f  t h e  s a i d  blOO i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t ,  th e n  I w i l l  my e x ec u to r  employ 
more o f  my goods as  w i l l  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e r v e .

My e x e c u t o r  t o  f i n d  an hones t  p r i e s t  t o  s in g  one y e a r  in  th e  
p a r i s h  chu rch  o f  Our Lady in  C o lc h e s te r  f o r  my s o u l ,  my l a t e  w i f e ,  my 
f a t h e r  and mother  and a l l  t h e  s o u l s  t h a t  I am bound to  pray f o r .

My e x e c u t o r  s h a l l  pay unto t h e  churchwardens in every  p a r i s h  
chu rch  w i t h i n  t h e  town o f  C o lc h e s te r  to  t h e  use o f  t h e  c h u rc h e s ,  6 s ,  8d. 
And t o  ev e ry  parson and c u r a t e  o f  t h e  s a id  churches being a t  my b u r i a l , 
3 s .  4d. ,  to  t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  a f t e r  my b u r i a l  th e y  s h a l l  say  d i r g e  and 
mass f o r  my soul a t  t h e i r  own p a r i s h  church .

To t h e  use o f  th e  p a r i s h  church o f  Our Blessed  Lady in Colches­
t e r ,  t o  be employed about  th e  n e c e s s a r i e s  o f  t h e  ch u rch ,  20 marks.  To 
Kyrkby c h u r c h ,  13s .  4d.  To Thorpe c h u rc h ,  6 s .  8d.

I w i l l  t h a t  i f  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  t h e  church o f  S t .  James w i th ­
in a y e a r  n e x t  a f t e r  my decease  do pay to  my e x ec u to r  b20 f o r  t h e  s u i t  
o f  ve s tm en ts  which I have newly bought and d e l iv e r e d  t o  t h e  use o f  th e  
same c h u rc h ,  t h a t  then  my e x e c u to r  s h a l l  buy and d e l i v e r  t o  t h e  use o f  
th e  s a i d  chu rch  a n o th e r  s u i t  o f  ves tm en ts  o f  t h e  very  v a lu e  o f  50 marks. 
And i f  t h e  s a i d  p a r i s h i o n e r s  w i l l  no t  so do ,  then  I w i l l  my ex ec u to r  
s h a l l  bestow about  t h e  buying o f  2 a n t ip h o n e r s  to  t h e  use o f  t h e  same 
c h u r c h ,  20 marks ,  and thereupon  to  be d i scha rge d  o f  and f o r  buying o f  
any s u i t  o f  v e s tm e n t s .

I w i l l  t h a t  my e x ec u to r s  and t h e i r  ex e c u to r s  f o r  fou r  sco re  
y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  my d ecease  s h a l l  y e a r l y  pay un to  t h e  wardens o f  th e  
Grey F r i a r s ,  b3 6 s .  8 d . ,  t o  be employed,  i . e .  33s .  4d.  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  
y e a r l y  be employed f o r  my [ i l l e g i b l e ]  t o  and about  masses and o t h e r  
d i v i n e  s e r v i c e  w i th in  t h e  s a i d  f r i a r s  t o  be done and c e l e b r a t e d ,  and
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20s .  t h e r e o f  y e a r l y  toward th e  main tenance  o f  sermons . . .  in  t h e  s a id  
f r i a r s  eve ry  Sunday in  Lent ,  i . e .  t o  every  one t h e r e a t  doing th e  s a id  
sermons,  3 s .  4d.  And 1 3 s .  4d.  r e s i d u e  t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  y e a r l y  by th e  
s a i d  wardens f o r  t h e  keeping one o b i t  y e a r l y  du r ing  t h e  s a i d  f o u r s c o r e  
y e a r s  w i th i n  t h e  s a id  f r i a r s  on t h e  same day t h a t  I d i e ,  i n  form f o l -  
fowing:  to  t h e  warden,  1 2 d . ,  t o  every  f r i a r  p r i e s t  t h e r e a t  p r e s e n t  4d. ,  
and t o  eve ry  nov ice  2d. And any ov e rp lu s  o f  t h e  s a id  13s .  4d .  to  be 
expended f o r  l i g h t s  and n e c e s s a ry  r e p a i r s  o f  t h e  s a i d  house by t h e  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  warden.

. . .  i f  t h e  P r i o r  o f  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  w i l l  make a g r a n t  under 
t h e i r  conven t  s e a l  a s  s h a l l  be ad v i se d  by my ex e c u to r s  to  keep y e a r l y  
f o r  my soul  an o b i t  w i th i n  th e  same house a f t e r  t h e  form o f  t h e  o b i t  o f  
Will iam Tey, G e n t . ,  deceased  [ h i s  s o n - i n - l a w ] ,  t h a t  then  my e x e c u to r  
s h a l l  pay unto  t h e  P r i o r  t2 0 .  . . . And t h a t  my ex e c u to r  t h e  day o f  my 
b u r ia l  and month day do t o  be sung w i th i n  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  a solemn d i r g e  
and mass o f  requiem by t h e  P r i o r  and conven t ,  and t o  d i s p o s e  t h e  s a id  
2 days among them, 20s .

To t h e  p r i o r  o f  Crossed F r i a r s  t3  6 s .  8d.  f o r  r e p a r a t i o n  and 
b u i l d in g  o f  t h e  s a i d  house by th e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i o r  and conven t .  
On day o f  my b u r i a l ,  12d. to  every  f r i a r  p r i e s t  s in g in g  mass f o r  my 
soul on t h a t  day.

I w i l l  t h a t  my e x e c u to r  expend about  t h e  amendment o f  t h e  high 
way between th e  headga te  and t h e  hamlet  o f  Lexden,  t6  13s .  4d .  And t o  
t h e  amendment o f  t h e  highway c a l l e d  Hal l a n e ,  b3 6 s .  4d.

Unto th e  h o s p i t a l  o f  S t .  Anne, 6 m a t t r e s s e s ,  6 p a i r  o f  s h e e t s  
and 6 c o v e r l e t s .

I w i l l  t h a t  my e x e c u to r s  and t h e i r  e x e c u to r s  f o r  20 y e a r s  a f t e r  
my decease  do eve ry  F r iday  d i s t r i b u t e  to  12 lame,  poo r ,  and needy p e r ­
sons in  C o l c h e s t e r ,  and t h e  12 poor persons  s h a l l  every  Fr iday  come to 
S t .  J o h n ' s  Monastery to  d ev o u t ly  hear mass and p ray e r  f o r  my soul about  
my tomb, 12d. My e x e c u to r s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  every  F r iday  f o r  20 y e a r s  to  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o f  t h e  c a s t l e  in  meat  and d r i n k ,  12d.

To t h e  amendment o f  t h e  c ree k  in  C o lc h e s te r  h e a t h ,  t2 0 .

I bequea th unto 2 persons  as s h a l l  y e a r l y  be named from y e a r  to  
y e a r  by t h e  b a i l i f f s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  an amity  o r  y e a r l y  r e n t  o f  t 4  t o  go 
out  o f f  a l l  my m i l l ,  houses ,  l a n d s  . . . i n  B e rg h o l t ,  Mi l e n d ,  Lexden, 
and Horkes ley ,  and in  t h e  C o lc h e s t e r  p a r i s h e s  o f  S t .  Leonard ,  Green- 
s t e a d ,  S t .  Runwald, S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  S t .  Mary, and in t h e  p a r i s h  o f  th e  
Holy Cross t o  have t h e  same amity  and y e a r l y  r e n t  unto t h e  f o r e s a i d  2 
p e r s o n s ,  to  be named y e a r l y  a t  th e  f e a s t  o f  F a s t e r  and S t .  Michae l ,  t o  
t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  the  2 persons  c o l l e c t  t h e  amity  and y e a r l y  r e n t  f o r  t h e  
b a i l i f f s .  In c o n s i d e r a t i o n  whereof I w i l l  t h e  s a id  b a i l i f f s  and com­
monal ty s h a l l  d i s c h a r g e  and a c q u i r e  f o r e v e r  a l l  t h e  p e t t y  l a n d ,  t o l l ,
and custom used b e fo re  t ime t o  be taken  a t  t h e  4 g a t e s  o f  t h e  town, o f  
and f o r  h o r s e s ,  c a r t s ,  woods, corn packs coming and going . . . .
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Unto John C r i s tm a s ,  my s o n ,  my m i l l  c a l l e d  Newbridgemill and 
la nds  [ i n  p la c e s  mentioned above] w ith  a l l  t h e  s t o r e  o f  c a t t l e ,  brewing 
v e s s e l s ,  c o r n ,  woods. In d e f a u l t  o f  male h e i r s , remainder  t o  my second 
son ,  Thomas.

Hei rs  s h a l l  pay th e  a f o r e s a i d  amity  o r  y e a r l y  r e n t  o f  t 4  i n  
manner a b o v e s a id ,  and s h a l l  make s u f f i c i e n t  g r a n t  o u t  o f  t h e  premises 
as s h a l l  be r e a s o n a b ly  a dv i sed  by t h e  b a i l i f f s .  And o ver  t h a t ,  to  f in d  
an hones t  p r i e s t  being l e a rn e d  and b en e f i ced  to  pray f o r  my soul and 
a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s ,  and a l s o  t o  t e a c h  grammar and o t h e r  v i r t u o u s  con­
d i t i o n s  and l e a r n i n g s  w i th i n  C o lc h e s t e r  a t  my tenement c a l l e d  Westons 
in  th e  p a r i s h  o f  All S a i n t s .  And t o  pay y e a r l y  t o  t h e  p r i e s t  ou t  o f  
t h e  s a i d  m i l l ,  l ands  and tenements  f o r  h i s  s a l a r y  and wages, t l O ,  a t  
t h e  f e a s t  o f  E a s t e r  and a t  S t .  M ichae l ,  in  even p o r t i o n s .  And th e  
p r i e s t  to  have my tenem ent ,  Westons,  t o  dwell in  and t o  t e ach  h is  
s c h o o l ,  keeping th e  r e p a r a t i o n  and paying t h e  q u i t r e n t  t h e r e o f .  And 
t h e  p r i e s t  s h a l l  s ing  mass eve ry  Sunday, Holy Day, F r iday  . . .  in  t h e  
p a r i s h  church  o f  S t .  James. And s h a l l  t e a c h  c o n t i n u a l l y  24 c h i l d r e n  
born w i th in  C o lc h e s t e r  f r e e l y  w i th o u t  a n y th ing  f o r  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  them. 
The c h i l d r e n  t o  be named by my son and h i s  h e i r s ,  and i f  no h e i r s ,  by 
t h e  b a i l i f f s  o f  t h e  town. And I w i l l  t h a t  t h e  s a id  m a s te r  and s c h o l a r s  
s h a l l  say  every  morning a t  t h e i r  coming t o  school a l l  t h e  psalm o f  Deus 
i n s e r e a t u r  and t h e  c o l l e c t  I n c l i n a  f o r  my soul and a l l  C h r i s t i a n  s o u l s .

Unto Joan my wife  200 marks and so much o f  my p l a t e  and house­
hold s t u f f  as  she w i l l  choose .  And my tenement in  S t .  M a r t i n ' s  p a r i s h .  
And amity  o r  y e a r l y  r e n t  o f  fc20 a s  agreed  between me and my son ,  John,  
from t h e  manor c a l l e d  Downehall.  And Joan to  r e c e iv e  dur ing  h e r  l i f e  
t h e  r e n t  from my lands  a t  Bradwell on Sea which I purchased  from 
Will iam Downe, Gent.

Unto Thomas, my s on ,  to  be d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  age o f  20 ,  th e  
r e s i d u e  o f  my p l a t e  and household .  Unto E l i z a b e t h ,  my d a u g h t e r ,  a t  t h e  
age o f  20 y e a r s  o r  a t  m a r r i a g e ,  200 marks.  To Emme, my s i s t e r ,  t e n e ­
ment in  G o ld f inge rs  in p a r i s h  o f  Our Lady. And 1=6 13s .  4d.  To Thomas 
C r i s tm a s ,  my godson,  L6 13s .  4d.

To every  o f  my t e n a n t s  t h a t  be f u l l e r s ,  w eavers ,  and shearmen,  
6s .  8d .  To every  household man s e r v a n t ,  6 s .  8d .  To every  household 
woman s e r v a n t ,  3 s .  4d. To every  o f  my lo n g - t im e  s p i n n e r s ,  an e l l  o f  
l i n e n  c l o t h  o f  va lue  o f  6d.

My son ,  John C r i s tm a s ,  t o  have th e  manor o f  Downe Hall and a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  lands  in  Bradwell n ex t  t h e  sea and in  t h e  county  o f  Essex.  
. . .  I f  no male h e i r s  [ o f  son ,  J o h n ] ,  remainder  to  my second son ,  
Thomas.

To Thomas, my son ,  my house t h a t  I dwell in  when he comes to  t h e  
age o f  20 y e a r s ,  and t h e  meadow near  S tockw e l l ,  and t h e  f i v e  tenements 
in  E a s t r e t e  . . . to  him and h i s  male h e i r s .  I f  no male h e i r s ,  remain ­
der  to  my f i r s t  son ,  John .  And my wife t o  l i v e  in  my house f r e e l y  un­
t i l  Thomas comes to  t h e  age o f  20 y e a r s .  I f  Thomas should d i e  b e fo re  
t h e n ,  my wife to  l i v e  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  term o f  her  l i f e .  My w i fe  t o  have
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klO y e a r l y  to  b r ing  up my c h i l d r e n ,  Thomas and E l i z a b e t h ,  in  good 
hones t  c o n v e r s a t io n  and l e a r n i n g .

I w i l l  t h a t  Thomas C r i s tm as ,  my godson,  s h a l l  have a l l  my t e n e ­
ments in t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  Mary which sometime my f a t h e r  dwel led  i n .

Residue  unto my son and h e i r  a p p a r e n t ,  John.

Execu to r :  my son ,  John.

S u p e r v i s o r s :  my Lord Abbot o f  S t .  J o h n ' s ;  S i r  John R a y n s fo r th ,  
Knight;  George Willoughby,  E s q . ;  Thomas Bonham, E s q . ;  and Thomas 
Audley,  and t o  each 66s .  8d.

W i tnesses :  Will iam B u t t ;  John Wayne, c l e r k ;  John Cl e r e ;  John 
Messing;  John C r is tm as ;  Thomas C r i s tm as ;  and Thomas Audley.

[Addendum dated  January  18] . . .  my fo l lo w in g  t e n a n t s ,  f u l l e r ,  
w eavers ,  and shearmen a r e  to  have 6 s .  8d .  each :  John Raynolde,  weaver;
Robert  Willoughby,  weaver;  John O r e l l ,  weaver ;  Rober t  P a r k e r ,  weaver;  
John Wodman, shearman; Richard C le rk ,  shearman.  And t o  Robert  Oyxe,
6 s .  8d .  . . . A lso ,  t h a t  Joan Hatehe s h a l l  have her  dw e l l ing  f r e e  in  my 
tenement t h a t  she now dwel ls  in  f o r  t h e  term o f  her l i f e ,  and a l s o  
y e a r l y  3 s .  4 d . ,  to  pray  f o r  my s o u l .  A lso ,  Mother Pa rke ,  widow, and 
John Wade, to  have f r e e  d w e l l ing  f o r  term o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  A lso ,  John 
Arnolde .  To each o f  my g o dch i ld ren  t o  pray  f o r  my s o u l ,  12d.

D. John Cl e r e ,  1538

(P.R.O. 25 Dyngeley.  The son o f  Nicholas  C l e r e ,  whose w i l l  i s  
above.  Alderman C le re  was a c l o t h i e r  l i v i n g  in  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  
James. His w i l l  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example o f  e a r l y  and devout P r o t ­
e s t a n t i s m .  Two s o n s ,  Benjamin and N ic h o la s ,  l a t e r  became aldermen.)

I commend my soul unto t h e  hands o f  a lm igh ty  God, t r u s t i n g  t h a t
by h i s  mercy and by t h e  m e r i t s ,  pas s ion  and blood shedding o f  h i s  dea r
and on ly  son ,  J e sus  C h r i s t ,  t o  have f o r g iv e n e s s  o f  my s i n s .  . . .  t o  be 
b u r i e d  in  t h e  churchyard  o f  S t .  James '  Church, a t  t h e  wes t  end.  To th e  
high a l t a r ,  10s .

. . . t h a t  f i v e  sermons be made in t h e  p a r i s h  church o f  S t .
James by t h e  most d i s c r e e t i s t ,  w i s e s t ,  and b e s t  l e a r n e d  men t h a t  can 
be g o t t e n  w i th i n  t h e  space o f  one whole y e a r  a f t e r  my d e c e a s e ,  and they  
t o  have f o r  every  sermon so t o  be made, 1 0 s . ,  t o  t h e  l a u d ,  honor ,  and
p r a i s e  o f  a lm igh ty  God and t o  t h e  t r u e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  o f  h i s  word.

To th e  r e p a r a t i o n  and amending o f  t h e  highway,  40s .  To f i v e  
poor maidens '  m a r r i ag es  w i th i n  th e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  James,  t o  each 10s .
To f i v e  poor w i th i n  th e  s a id  p a r i s h ,  5d.  eve ry  week by t h e  hands o f  my 
ex e c u to r s  where th e y  s h a l l  t h i n k  most  n e e d f u l , t o  c o n t in u e  f o r  f i v e  
y e a r s  a f t e r  my decease .
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To t h e  new making up o f  t h e  G u i ld  in  S t .  James '  Church, 40s .

I w i l l  t h a t  Joan my wife  s h a l l  have t h e  cu s to d y  and keeping o f  
my son ,  N icho las  C l e r e ,  t i l  he come t o  t h e  age o f  7 y e a r s  and no longer.  
A f t e r  t h a t  t i m e ,  my e x e c u to r s  to  have t h e  c u s to d y ,  t u i t i o n ,  and keeping 
o f  t h e  s a i d  N icho las  i n  b r in g in g  him up in  l e a r n i n g  and v i r t u e  t i l  he 
come to  t h e  age o f  21.  The s a id  Joan t o  have every  y e a r  t h a t  she has 
t h e  c u s to d y  o f  t h e  s a i d  N ic h o la s ,  4 m arks .

To t h e  s a i d  Joan y e a r l y  d u r in g  h e r  l i f e ,  4 marks,  to  be paid by 
my e x e c u t o r s ,  h a l f  y e a r l y  a t  t h e  F e a s t  o f  John t h e  B a p t i s t  and a t  th e  
N a t i v i t y  o f  Ojr  Lord,  by even p o r t i o n s  on t h e  f o n t  s to n e  in S t .  James ' 
Church between th e  hours  o f  8 and 11 o f  t h e  c lock  in  t h e  fo renoon.
And, to  t h e  s a i d  Joan ,  100 marks in  money and a l l  appare l  and jewels  on 
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  she q u i t c l a i m  and r e l e a s e  a l l  he r  dower and r i g h t  t h a t  
she had in  any o f  my lands  o r  t e n e m e n t s ,  by o r  from me dur ing  the  
e s p o u s a l s  between me and t h e  s a id  J o a n .  I f  she r e f u s e s ,  a l l  l e g a c i e s  
to  her  a r e  void  and t h e  cus tody  o f  N icho las  vo id .

To my son ,  N ic h o la s ,  fclOO a t  t h e  age o f  21 .  I f  he d ie s  before  
t h e n ,  k40 t o  t h e  r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  highway between C o lc h e s te r  and Lon­
don; t20  t o  John Bes t  and h i s  c h i l d r e n ;  k20 to  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  my 
d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w ,  Katheryn Bradok;  and k20 t o  my nephew Nicholas  C le re .  
I f  t h e y  a l l  d i e ,  t h e i r  p o r t i o n s  t o  remain  t o  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  my s o n - in -  
law,  Will iam Bonham.

To John,  my son ,  k80 s t e r l i n g .

My e x e c u to r s  s h a l l  t a k e  a l l  p r o f i t s  o u t  o f  l a nds  in  Haverton 
. . . and o f  t h e  messuage t h a t  my s o n ,  Benjamin,  now d w e l le th  i n ,  w ith
th e  f i v e  r e n t e r s  t o  t h e  same be lo n g in g  . . .  to  t h e  performance o f  my
b e q u e s t s ,  t i l  t h e  s a i d  N ich o la s ,  my s o n ,  come to  21 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  a t  
which t ime t h e  l a n d s  . . . t o  go t o  him,  and i f  he d i e  w i thou t  h e i r s ,  
to  Benjamin,  my son ,  and h is  h e i r s .

All my lands  in  Su f fo lk  t o  John C l e r e ,  my e l d e s t  son ,  dur ing  h i s  
n a t u r a l  l i f e ,  w i th o u t  s t r i p  o r  w as te  d o in g ,  and remainder  to  Benjamin 
C le r e ,  my son ,  and h i s  h e i r s  f o r e v e r .

All my p l a t e  t o  be d iv id ed  amongst  my t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  sav ing  
t h a t  my son ,  N ic h o la s ,  s h a l l  have t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  by k5 s t e r l i n g .

Res idue  to  my e x e c u t o r s ,  son Benjamin C le re  and s o n - in - l a w ,  
Will iam Bonham, and t h e  l a t t e r  t o  have k6 13s .  4d.

Witnesses  to  t h e  making o f  t h i s  w i l l ,  Bartholomew Cowey, John
B es t ,  Nicholas  Maynard, Richard  Tho rpe ,  and Robert  Bel den.  These being 
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  . . . pe r  me Will iam Benet ,  Thomas Man, Robert 
C o l l ey ,  Rober t  Sheparde ,  Robert  B e ld e n ,  Henry Andrewe.

[Proved February  1 ,  1539;  was w r i t t e n  on December 26,  1538. ]
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E. John Adam, P r i e s t .  1491

(P.R.O. 7 Vox. Proved 1493.  Adam was Rector  o f  S t .  James '  Church 
from 1470 t o  1493; h is  w i l l  i s  i n c lu d e d  because  he seems t o  have 
been i n f l u e n t i a l  in  ihe development o f  l a y  d ev o t io n  in  h i s  p a r i s h ,  
in  which th e  l e a d in g  a lde rm an ic  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d ,  in c lu d in g  a l l  o f  
t h e  above t e s t a t o r s . )

. . .  I ,  John Adam, parson  o f  S t .  James '  in  C o lc h e s t e r  . . .  my 
soul to  a lm igh ty  God, my maker and s a v i o r ,  and to  a l l  t h e  s a i n t s  o f  
heaven . . .  my body t o  be b u r i e d  in  t h e  Church o f  S t .  James in  Col­
c h e s t e r  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  S i r  Jon B a l l e ,  sometime parson o f  t h e  same.
Item, I w i l l  have a marble s to n e  upon me w i th  my name the re upon  w i th i n  
h a l f  y e a r  a f t e r  my bu ry ing .

I w i l l  t h a t  every  canon o f  Botolph have 3 s .  4d .  so t h a t  each o f
them say t h a t  be p r i e s t s  w i th i n  t h e  t h i r t i e t h  day ,  3 masses and 3
d i r i g e s .  And th e y  t h a t  bee th  none,  6 d i r i g e s ,  l a u d s ,  and commendations 
f o r  me and my f r i e n d s .

I tem, I w i l l  t h a t  a t  t h e  day o f  my bury ing  be d e l i v e r e d  among 
poor f o lk  5 marks on t h i s  w i s e ,  4 marks in  s i l v e r  and 13s .  4d.  in  
f e r d i n g  b re a d ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  each man, woman, and c h i l d .  I d .  and a 
l o a f .  And in the  same w i s e ,  5 marks a t  my s even th  day .  And t h e  same 
wise  a t  my t h i r t i e t h  day .  And I w i l l  t h a t  i t  be proc la imed open ly  a t  
each day by t h e  bedesman o f  t h e  town. And i f  any be l e f t  o f  t h e  same 
. . . t h a t  i t  be d e l i v e r e d  amongst poor f o lk  in S t .  James'  p a r i s h  . . . 
t h e  bedesman have f o r  h i s  l a b o r  my s h o r t  green gown so t h a t  he say  f o r  
me and my f r i e n d s  5 t im es  Our Lady Saveth  w i th  t h e  t h i r t i e t h  day .

I tem, I w i l l  have a m as te r  p r i e s t  w i th in  30 days a f t e r  my bury­
ing t h a t  t h e y  say f o r  me and my f r i e n d s  a Jesu  mass and as  many placebo,
d i r i g e s ,  and commendations.  . . .  I w i l l  have a p r i e s t  im media te ly  a f ­
t e r  my burying  in  S t .  James ' Church,  and he t o  say d a i l y  p la c e b o ,  
d i r i g e ,  l a u d s ,  and commendations by h im s e l f  o r  by a n o t h e r  and he do 
have every  y e a r  k8.

I tem, I w i l l  t h a t  t h e  Grey F r i a r s ,  t h e  B lack ,  and t h e  F r i a r s
August ine in  Norwich ev e ry  house o f  them to  have 10s .  t o  t h e  common
p r i e s t  f o r  t o  have a mass o f  requiem so lem nly ,  p la c e b o ,  d i r i g e ,  and 
commendation f o r  me and my f r i e n d s  and t h a t  i t  be done w i th i n  30 days 
a f t e r  my bury ing  and th e y  t o  have my l e t t e r  o f  t h e  bro therhood  f o r  I 
am a b r o th e r  un to  t h e  3 houses .

I tem, I w i l l  t h a t  t h e  Grey F r i a r s  o f  C o lc h e s t e r  have among them 
t h a t  i s  to  say p r i e s t s  and nov ices  10s .  even ly  p a r t e d  among them so 
t h a t  t h e y  say f o r  me and my f r i e n d s  a solemn mass by no te  p la ceb o ,  
d i r i g e ,  l a u d ,  and commendations. And o t h e r  10s .  t o  t h e  common p r i e s t s  
and th e y  to  have my l e t t e r  o f  b ro therhood  f o r  I am a b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  
p l a c e .

I tem, I w i l l  t h a t  every  monk and novice  o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  i n  Col­
c h e s t e r  have 12d. so t h a t  th e y  say  a mass by n o te  f o r  me and my f r i e n d s
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with  p lacebo ,  d i r i g e ,  and commendations.

I tem,  unto  S t .  Anne's f o r  poor f o l k ,  a m a t t r e s s ,  2 b l a n k ë t s ,  a 
p a i r  o f  s h e e t s ,  and my green c o v e r l e t ,  and a p i l l o w .

Item, I have 4 s i l v e r  d i s h e s  o f  t h e  Abbey o f  S t .  Osyth and a 
s t a n d in g  p ie ce  o f  s i l v e r  and go ld  and a cover  t h e r e t o ,  pledge  o f  16 
marks o f  t h e  which 16 marks I w i l l  t h a t  t h e y  have t o  pray  f o r  me and 
my f r i e n d s  13s .  4d.

And felO to  S t .  James ' Church t o  b a r r e  w ith  a l l  t h e  windows in  
Our Lady Chapel and in  o t h e r  p la ce s  w i th in  t h e  church  as  f a r  as  i t  w i l l  
s t r e t c h .  And t h a t  t o  be done w i th i n  h a l f  y e a r  a f t e r  my bu ry in g .  I tem, 
unto  S t .  James'  Church my blue  c o v e r l e t  to  l i e  b e fo re  t h e  high a l t a r  on 
good days .

I tem, I w i l l  t h a t  t h e  c l e r k  have my s h o r t  gown . . . .  I tem, I 
w i l l  t h a t  William Mas have my wors ted  long gown. And t h e  hood t h e r e t o ,  
a d o u b l e t ,  a s h i r t ,  a p a i r  o f  hosen ,  a p a i r  o f  o l d  s h o e s ,  and a cape .

I tem,  I w i l l  t h a t  Johanne Wale my s i s t e r ' s  daugh te r  d w e l l ing  in 
Stepul  Elayd in  B e rk s h i re  have my f e a t h e r b e d ,  and t h e  b e s t  b o l s t e r ,  
p i l l o w ,  a p a i r  o f  b l a n k e t s ,  s h e e t s  . . .  and b es id e  t h a t  6 s .  8d.  in 
money. . . . t h a t  Agnes Lethermer have my blue  g i r d l e .

. . . t h a t  my 2 tenements  t h a t  be in More S t r e e t  t h a t  William 
Stevyn have them d u r in g  h i s  l i f e  so t h a t  he keep my given  day in S t .  
James ' Church,  t h e  c u r a t e  have 4d.  f o r  a mass and d i r i g e ,  p l a c e b o ,  and 
commendation f o r  me and my f r i e n d s ,  and t h e  sex ton  2d.  f o r  a peel a f t e r  
mass.  And a f t e r  t h e  decease  o f  t h e  s a i d  Will iam I w i l l  t h a t  t h e y  be 
had to  S t .  James'  Church.  . . .

I tem,  I w i l l  above a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h i s  might  be w r i t t e n  in  th e  
mass book anen t  a f t e r  my bury ing .

I tem,  I w il l  t h a t  each novice  in B o to l p h ' s  house have 4d.  an e n t  
a f t e r  my decease  so t h a t  they  and each o f  them say  Our Lady P s a l t e r  or  
e l s e  do say w i th in  7 days a f t e r  my decease  f o r  me and my f r i e n d s .

. . . t h a t  6 o f  my b e s t  cush ions  be had to  S t .  James '  Church and 
my b e s t  bunkers [ s e a t ]  to  be l a i d  in  t h e  3 p r e s b i t e r s ,  t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,
2 in t h e  chancel  and one in  Our Lady chapel  upon good days [a  day or  
season observed  as holy by t h e  c h u r c h ] .  . . . t h a t  my p o r tu s e  [ p o r t a b l e  
b r e v i a r y ]  and a l l  my books t h a t  be bound t h a t  t h e y  be cha ined  in  S t .  
P e t e r ' s  chapel by t h e  B ib le  w i th in  30 days a f t e r  my b u ry in g ,  and a l l  my 
books t h a t  be not  bound be d e l i v e r e d  among s e c u l a r  p r i e s t s  w i th i n  t h e  
town o f  C o lc h e s te r  a f t e r  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  my e x e c u t o r s .  . . .

. . .  my s t a n d i n g  maser unto  t h e  f r i a r s  o f  S t .  B oto lph ,  under 
t h e  c o n d i t io n  t h a t  i t  never  be so ld  and [ i f ]  n o t ,  I w i l l  i t  be brought 
to  S t .  James ' and t h e r e  to  be so ld  t o  t h e  p r o f i t  o f  t h e  c h u rc h ,  and 
p r i e s t  to  say once every  q u a r t e r  a mass o f  requiem f o r  me. . . . And 
t h i s  be noted in t h e  mass book o f  S t .  J am es ' .
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. . . t h a t  t h e  canons o f  S t .  B o to lp h ' s  have my l a t e n  c h a f e r  and
my l a t e n  b a s in .  . . .  my m a n t le  t o  some poor woman f o r  t o  l a y  on her
bed.

. . . t h a t  each p a r i s h  church in  t h e  town have towards t h e i r  
r e p a r a t i o n  6 s .  8d .  w i th in  8 days a f t e r  my bu ry ing .

E xec u to rs :  John Rodlond o f  S t .  B o t o l p h ' s ,  p r i e s t ,  and William
S tevyns ,  my s e r v a n t ,  and Thomas B e ry f ,  s u p e r v i s o r ,  and to  each o f
them, 20s .
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