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Debating C.C. Little Past and Present at the
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

530 Signatures

On September 1, 2017 members of the faculty of the College of Literature, Science,
and the Arts, along with an undergraduate student, at the University of Michigan
formally submitted a case to have C.C. Little’s name removed from the building on
campus that has carried his name since 1968. The cover letter is included below.

Led by Professor John Carson (History) they worked throughout the summer to
assemble an impressive case fully aligned with the new university guidelines that
govern these kinds of requests. You can read the complete document HERE. And you

can access the guidelines articulated in the memo from the President’s Advisory
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can access the guidelines articulated in the memo from the President’s Advisory
Committee on University History HERE.

This is the among the 韌�rst powerful test cases of whether this process will allow us to
productively debate the merits of renaming requests, and whether it will prove to be
a mechanism for institutional change. After you read the case, and if you are
convinced by its merits, you can endorse the request here by adding your signature
and/or by sending your own thoughts to President Mark Schlissel
(mschlissel@umich.edu) between now and November 1, 2017. We hope that this
process will encourage open debate, and that your endorsement will bolster the case
for renaming the CC Little Building.

Respectfully, 

John Carson, Associate Professor of History 
Matthew Countryman, Associate Professor of History 
Joshua Hasler, Undergraduate Honors History Major 
Martin Pernick, Professor of History 
Alexandra Stern, Professor of American Culture, Women’s Studies, History, Obstetrics
and Gynecology

_____________________________________

The Cover Letter, submitted September 1, 2017

Dear President Mark Schlissel and Professor Terrence J. McDonald,

I write on behalf of a group of faculty and students in response to Professor
McDonald’s note of March 15, 2017 inviting me to elaborate on my request that the
name of the C. C. Little Building be changed (see below). I apologize for the delay in
writing back, but the task proved more involved and time consuming than I had
anticipated, and could have only really been done outside of the press of teaching
and administrative duties.

Attached you will 韌�nd our document providing background on President Little and
the C.C. Little building, as well as our detailed argument for why we believe the name
of the building should be changed. At the end of the document we reply speci韌�cally
to each of the eight principles enunciated in the President’s Advisory Committee on
University History memo to the President of January 6, 2017. We found that speaking
to the principles alone did not allow us to develop our case as fully as we deemed
necessary, and so we have adopted this hybrid format.

We hope that as part of the process of considering a change in the name of the Little
building, and any other building for that matter, there will be some sort of public
discussion open to the entire U-M community, where any interested party will be
invited to participate. We see such a forum as vital to enhancing the pedagogical
value of name-changing, as well as signaling that names are a matter of public
interest and communal ownership.

...
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...

In the end, the greatest single bene韌�ciary of a careful consideration of the university’s
names is the university itself. Students, alumni, faculty, and sta埛� are vital contributors
to this process and, as members of the university community, are a埛�ected by the
names the university has chosen to memorialize. Going forward, we encourage a
broad, inclusive process that addresses all of the stakeholders.
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Sep 29, 2017

As an alum and retired science teacher, I agree that the C.C. Little Science Building
should be renamed. Just the history of eugenics and the effect those practices had on
women, minorities, and the mentally disabled warrants the renaming. It's time to retire
building names that are associated with practices such as these that certainly do not
uphold our "leaders and best" motto. Find a true leader in the field of science. Rename
it.

Carol Ross-Baumann United States, Ballwin
Sep 29, 2017
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reply  show
Sep 27, 2017

As a historian of science, my stomach turns every time I enter the C.C. Little Building.
Little was on the wrong side of so many issues. He left a pernicious legacy we are still
struggling to overcome. UM has plenty of heroes to choose from.

Perrin Selcer United States, Walled Lake
Sep 27, 2017
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reply  show
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We put up signs and start initiatives with platitudes about diversity, acceptance, and
inclusion. What do those efforts mean if, at our fundamental core, we still celebrate
Eugenics? If every time a person of color walks into a building they are forced to view
this kind of bigotry as acceptable in campus life, what does that say about what we
really value? How can we be the leaders and the best, yet we are still stuck in a horrid
past! Move us forward!

Anthony Richard King United States, Ann Arbor
Sep 27, 2017
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Timothy McKay United States, Ann Arbor
Sep 27, 2017
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Carol Ross-Baumann United States
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Christina Pooler United States
4 hours ago

5 hours ago
Layla Abdul-Jabbar United States
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In addition to long standing support for the eugenics movement, Little played an
important role in establishing the use of paid scientific experts to undermine
widespread consensus, helping to establish the "Merchants of Doubt" in service of the
tobacco industry. The same methods are now creating global risks through climate
denial. It is past time to rename this building to honor one of the many other
remarkable figures from the University of Michigan's history.
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SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Leslie Sobel United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Lawrielle West United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Stefan vise United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Dominique United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Yaman Kherallah United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Nick Martire United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Charein Faraj United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Chandani Wiersba United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
silan United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
GS Suri Morocco
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Vesal Stoakley United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Elizabeth Ward United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Becca Anderson United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Brianna Borrello United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Sophee Langerman United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Yasin Abdul-Muqit United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Irène Lucía Delaney United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
John Shaver United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Logan Hansen United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Alyiah Al-Bonijim United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Yessenia United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Leo Zekelman United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Emmalee United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Logan Drummond United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Evan Swinehart United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Aliza Elkin United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Briana Sanders United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Matthew Dargay United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Erica Liao United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Hafsa Tout United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Robert Greenfield United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Yiran Liu United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Tahany Alsabahi United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Noelle Onyemaechi United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Cassidy Durkee United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Kenzo Esquivel United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Kayla Mandel United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Cathrine Kelly United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Miriam Francisco United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Charlie Callis United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
noah rothstein United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Anastasia United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Alexandros Demetriou United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Sydney Jackson United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Jane Fisher United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Carina Grain United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Nadine Jawad United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Ali Safawi United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Catherine Haslam United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Autumn Davis United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Elizabeth Michaelson United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Corey Wellik United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Yara El-Tawil United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Shamaila Ashraf United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Danielle United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Allison Berry United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Laura Jimenez United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Rennie Pasquinelli United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Olivia Scott United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Kate Reinertson United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Kim Ellsworth United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Jacob Cutler United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Angela Berkley United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Anushka Sarkar United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Regina Morantz-Sanchez United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Charles Bright United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Daniel Braunstein France
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Ian Vamossy United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Anoff Cobblah United Kingdom
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Emma Abed United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Peter McIsaac United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Michael Thompson United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Samuel Ozminkowski United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Dario Gaggio United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Anastasia Pacifico United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Rebecca Wilden United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Alan Wald United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Melanie Schulze Tanielian United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Karly Carson United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
John Mckiernan-Gonzalez United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Kristen Harrison United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Jesse Holloway United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Tom Sandell United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Sarah Emeritz United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Lauren United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Joseph Mannino United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Sara Feldman United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
John Bell United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Aswin Punathambekar United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Sarah DeFlon United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Teia McGahey United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Traci Ayub United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Kelly Garland United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Brian Matzke United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Sargeant Donovan-Smith United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Lanora Johnson United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Dean Hubbs United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
William Waters United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Margaret Hicken United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Rexford James Dressel United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Makenzie Thelen United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Aaron Stark United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Elizabeth Rauh United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Anna MacCourt United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Diane Jonas Locker United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Kathryn Babayan United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Ben Grimshaw United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Carmen Flesher United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Kristin Schroeder United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Katie Kennedy United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Marie Stango United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Sloka Krishnan United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Brett Kellett United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Aimee VonBokel United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Dan Premawardena United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Stephen Berrey United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Lenny A Urena Valerio United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Jennifer Frederick United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Melissa Johnson United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Armaity Minwalla United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Daniel Rose United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
radfun United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Erin B Lane United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
John Mckiernan-Gonzalez United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Daniel Hirschman United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Leah United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Phil Bianco United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Carly Marten United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Austin McCoy United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Charles P Sullivan United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Will Glover United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Farina Mir United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Daniel Minahan United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Laura Schwendeman United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Maggie Johnson United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Victoria Andriessen United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Eva Antebi-Lerman United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Cayla Palmer United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Robert Molnar United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Nicholas Fadanelli United States
4 weeks ago

Goal: 10,000530 signatures

SIGN PETITION



4 weeks ago
Nick meier United States
4 weeks ago

4 weeks ago
Angela Dillard LSA Faculty United States
4 weeks ago
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