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If this project can be continued by another UMMS student, please include your contact information or any other details you would like to share here:

Summary: We designed a formalized peer-to-peer mentorship program in which senior medical students follow and provide guidance to a cohort of core clerkship students in order to help them thrive academically, professionally, and personally.
Methodology: Our program paired senior students with second year students as they started clinical trunk rotations, and provided centralized content to organize the collective knowledge of our senior medical students to prepare advisors to mentor students on specific clinical rotations.  We are planning to compare the early clinical experiences of those students who attended the near-peer mentorship sessions with those who did not have this program as an option.
Results: Data will be collected during intercession for the current cohort of clinical trunk students, and this data will be compared to data collected from an identical survey given to the previous year’s cohort, who finished their clinical trunk before this program was available.
Conclusion: While the data is still pending, this program facilitated connections between an entire class of clinical trunk students and nearly 100 third and fourth year medical students to help early clinical students thrive academically, professionally, and personally.

Reflection/Impact Statement:
We believe every medical student can benefit from this CFI project.  For the clinical students, making the transition to the clinical environment and adjusting to each new rotation can be very difficult in many ways.  While navigating shelf exams, difficult patient situations, and demanding hours during clinical training will always be a difficult, yet formative part of the medical school experience, there are many logistical hurdles that distract clinical students from focusing on these fundamental learning opportunities of medical school.  By facilitating connections between these early clinical students and the senior students who just completed their clinical rotations, it is our hope that the LCA program will allow clinical students to optimize their experience on the wards while providing more significant contributions to their respective teams, and ultimately towards patient care.  For the senior medical students, there is tremendous benefit in getting near-peer mentorship experience as a medical student, as they will be evaluated on their teaching and leadership within a similar dynamic when they start working with medical students peers during residency and beyond.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In terms of continuing the momentum of this project, we have identified several senior medical students in the M3 class who are interested in keeping the project going and continuing to develop centralized content to optimize the mentorship sessions with clinical students going forward.  We also discussed our plans for assessing our program’s impact at length, with plans for further data collection in the coming years. 
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