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Schwar z bills seek to prevent spread of Methamphetamine

April 7, 2000— The state Senate overwhe mingly approved two billsdesigned to counteract theincreased
usage of theillegd drug methamphetamine in Michigan.

Senate Bill 1043 creates a new law making it a crime to operate a clandestine laboratory to
manufactureillega drugs. It amends the Public Hedth Code by making it afelony to own or useafacility
to manufacture controlled substances, including methamphetamine. It dso makes it a felony to possess
chemica or laboratory equipment to illegally manufacture a controlled substance, or to knowingly sl
chemicds or laboratory equipment to an individud who intendsto use it in the manufacture of illicit drugs.

“Methamphetamine is an extremely dangerous drug to make and use,” said Senator John J.H.
Schwarz, M.D., R-Battle Creek. “Thisdrugissmilar in effectsto cocaine and is highly addictive. 1t dso
creates psychologica problems and has been known to cause violent and paranoid behavior.”

SB 1043 establishes increased pendtiesfor violaing the new methamphetamine lawsinduding up
to 10 yearsimprisonment and $100,000 in fines. Thosewho violatethislaw inthe presence of achild, near
a church, school, residence or business, or who use wesgpons or booby traps
could face an additiona 20 to 25 years imprisonment.

The legidation dso providesfor up to 20 yearsimprisonment and $100,000 in fines for unlawfully
disposing of the hazardous waste created during the manufacturing of methamphetamine.

Senate Bill 1186 would amend the Code of Crimina Procedureto add to the sentencing guidelines
felony pendties for operating or maintaining a controlled substance |aboratory as proposed by SB 1043.
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It isegtimated that for each pound of methamphetamine manufactured, there arefiveto six pounds
of toxic waste produced from the letha and flammable mixture of chemicas used to makethe drug. Drug
makers often dump this toxic waste on the ground or in loca sewer systems.

“With arrests for making and using this drug on the rise in the Midwest, we need to be proactive
in hating the spread of this drug in Michigan” Schwarz said. “It can cost $150,000 or more to clean up
asite used to manufacture methamphetamine, but persond risksfor our young people, including deeth, can
run much higher.”

It is reported that use of Methamphetamine among high school seniors in the United States has
doubled in recent years.

SB 1043 and 1186 now go to the House for consideration.
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