THE SENATE

JOHM J. H. SCHWARZ, M.D. F PRESIDENT FRO TEMPORE
F. DS TRECT | Jﬂ'NSINGI _MIEHK;AN AFFROPRIATIONS, VICE CHAIRRALAMN
PO, BOX 30035 * "'2*\
LAMSING, MICHIGAN 48909-T536
“.I.I. ._-”. 1 ”7‘: ' H T™H .-:-'r -
E MICHGAN CAPTOL COMMITTE
Fm = IEebnAe.HA] LEGISLATIVE RETIREMENT
ATE FESCAL AGENCY
GOVERMNING i
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:Rebecca Jarvis
517-373-3447

Fort Custer Will House New
Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team

December 12, 2001 — State Senator John JH. Schwarz, M.D. (R-Battle Creek) today announced that
Fort Custer, near Battle Creek, will bethelocation for Michigan’ snew Wegpons of Mass Destruction Civil
Support Team (WMD CST).

“The 51% WMD CST will be one of America s most sophigticated military response units,” said
Senator Schwarz. “Thisteam will be avalableto help our citizensin the event of asuspected bio-terrorist
incident. Fort Cudter, with itsfacilities for training and support, and its proximity to the Battle Creek Air
Nationa Guard Base, isanided placeto locate the Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team.”

The 51 WMD CST is designed to augment loca and regiond terrorism response capabilities.
They will be trained to respond to events known, or suspected, to involve Weapons of Mass Destruction,
suchasthe use of chemical agents (nerve or blister agents, or sarin, for example) biologica agents (anthrax
or Ebola, for example), or radiologica agents. The team uses specid military and commercia detection

and communications equipment and is trained for WMD response.

(More)



The full-time, 22-member team is comprised of specidists in Command, Operations, Survey,
Medicd, Communications and Logistics. Each team member completes over 650 hours of technical
training conducted by agenciesincluding the Michigan State PoliceHAZMAT Training Center, Department
of Defense, Department of Energy, and EPA.

Training for the 51 WMD CST is scheduled to begin in January 2002 and will be completed in
spring 2003.
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