“Bozo languages of Mali (documents)”

This collection archives pdf and docx versions of reference grammars for Bozo languages of the interior Niger River valley in east central Mali, West Africa. The Bozo languages are a subfamily of the large Mande superfamily. Their closest linguistic relative is Soninke, also called Sarakolle.
	These grammars are based on the author’s fieldwork, supported by grant PD-1941828 (2020-2024) from the National Science Foundation, Documenting Endangered Languages program, which is also supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
Documenting Endangered Languages program. 
	The publisher of record of the grammars is Language Description Heritage Library. The pdfs can be accessed on the site https://zenodo.org. Search for “Heath Jenaama” and so forth.
	The first grammars to be archived here are those of two very different varieties that have been included in “Jenaama,” previously called “Sorogaama,” one of four currently recognized Bozo languages. Cliffs Jenaama is arguably sufficiently different from Jenaama-Sorogaama of Djenné to regard them as distinct languages. However, there are intervening dialects that may make drawing the geographic boundary of these languages difficult, and (if the dialects are structurally intermediate) we may be forced to treat Jenaama-Sorogaama as a dialect chain similar to Eskimo.
	The term Jenaama is derived from the name of the city Djenné, but it is used widely in the Jenaama speaking zone to acknowledge an origin in the Djenné area. The term Sorogaama is derived from the Bozo subethnicity Sorko or Sorogo, often associated with the oldest and most traditional riverine Bozo. 
	The third grammar to be archived here will be Kelenga, on which fieldwork is at an advanced stage. This is the most divergent of the Bozo languages, likely forming a sister branch genetically to the branch containing the other Bozo languages.
	Fieldwork is planned in 2024 on Tigemaxo/Tiéyaxo, another Bozo language spoken in what is arguably the core Bozo area. The plan is to add the reference grammar for that language here. 
	No fieldwork is currently planned in the author’s current project on Tiɛma Cɛwɛ, another Bozo language spoken in the Lac Débo area; the language is thought to be closely related to Tigemaxo/Tiéyaxo. The author does not rule out future work on Tiɛma Cɛwɛ if an opportunity presents itself.
	This collection of pdf files is supplemented by the complementary collection in Deep Blue Data called “Bozo languages of Mali (spreadsheets, media)” which will eventually include lexical spreadsheets, audio files, jpg images, and videos.
	The fieldwork for this project has been carried out under difficult conditions due to the deterioting security situation in the entire Bozo-speaking zone, exacerbated by the COVID epidemic which resulted in cancellation of the planned 2020 fieldwork. While the initial work on Cliffs Jenaama was begun well before this deterioration, so that it was possible for the author to spend several days in Namagué village, all of the recent fieldwork on Cliffs and the other languages has been done from the author’s base in Bobo Dioulasso in neighboring Burkina Faso, or in short visits to Bamako, the capital of Mali. The results of this project are presented “as is,” in the hope that end-users will forgive the inevitable limitations of fieldwork carried out under time pressure with just one or two mostly young primary native assistants for each language.
