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I. “The Lake of Fire” from “Broken Wings”l

Khalil Gibran

SOPRANO

I want you to love me.

I want you to love me until the end of my
days.

I want you to love me

the way a poet loves his thoughts of
tragedy

I want you to remember me

how a traveler remembers a calm pool
in which he saw the shape of his face
before he drank from its waters

I want you to think of me

how a clement ruler thinks of a prisoner

that died before the pardon reached him

I want you to be for me a brother, a friend,
a companion.

I want you to visit my father in his solitude

and console him in his isolation.
For I will soon leave him and become
estranged to him.

TENOR

I’ll make my spirit a covering for your
spirit,

I’ll make my heart a home for your beauty,
I’ll make my breast a grave for your grief.
I will love you, Salma, with the love of
fields for the spring

I will live in you the way flowers live in
the sun’s heat

I will remember you, Salma,

the way the estranged exile remembers his
beloved homeland

How the grief-stricken prisoner remembers
the hours of his freedom and confidence.

I will think of you

the way a tiller thinks about the bushels of
corn

and cereals on the threshing floor

The way the good shepherd thinks about
good meadows

And sweet springs.

‘ori:dukae ?An to:hibani,
‘ori:du ?An tu:hibani ?1lla nthayat?1l aya:mi

‘ori:dukae ?An to:hibani,

mithleema yohib?ul [z:S1ru ?atkae:rihi
muhzinati

?uri:duka ?an todkironi

mifloama: yadkaru havd'in hae:di?in
ra:?a fithi xarya:1i wajahihi

gable ?an yaJraba mimn me: ihi

wo ?2uri:duke ?An todkironi

mifloama: yofakkir?ol he kim?ol ro?u:fu
b1-sAji:nin

ma:ta qabla ?An yabloyahu Safu:hu
wo ‘vri:duka ?an taku:nu li: 2AxA:n wo
s‘adi:qan wo rafi:qan

wo ‘vri:duka ?an tazu:ra wee:lidi fi
wihdee:tihi

wad taSzi:hi fi ?infira:dihi

li?anni Sa:man gari:b saSatra:kahu wo
?2aku:nu yari:batan Sanhu

saufo ?Ajofalo ruchi: yila:fan li-gu:hiki

wao qalbi: bertan li-jomae:liki

wo s'Adri: qabran li-?ahzaeniki

saufa vhibbuki ya: SAlma, mohibbati?l hoqu:lil
robi:§

wao saufs "uhryi: biki haryeto?l aAzha:ri bi-
hora:rati?l fomsi

sa-?a0karaki ya: Salma

mifloama: yadkoru?l sor:bu?l mustavhafu
wat'anshil mohb:ubi

wo?al 2asi:ro?l ka?i:bu

se:Ceta?]l horriyae:ti wo?al t'ama’ninaeti

saufo ?aftokero biki
mifloama: yufakkiro?l zirafu

bil-"ikma:ri ‘1-sona:bili wa gillati?l bayaediri
wo?l raSiu?l sfalthu bil-mazo:ji?l xodiara?i

wo?]l mine:hili?l ¥adiyyati

il

! All translations and transliterations written by the author



II. “Alas for my woe!”
al-A’ma al-Tuti

Ah mamma! Look upon my woe! a:h! 'mommoa: '?ojid shof fa:ni ma 'a:jid
She makes me rise and fall, this deliberate 'qo:mo bi ‘'wagaSad 'ba:tishun muttafid
assailant.

I have nobody except you; take my heart in your ‘ler:sa li ‘mmka bud x00 fau$ a:di $an yad
heart

Is there no way to you? Is despair my only hal 1la:ka s&'bi:1? 'Pav '?1lla 'PAn ?A'ye:se?
path?

Yet for the love of a doe, whose religion is hal 'stwz: 'hobba 'ri:mimn 'di:nuhu Pat-
cruelty tojanni

I lose myself in her, while she sings to me: '?anna 'fihi ?A'hi:m wa "howa bi yu'Banni

“I’ve seen you, and my God! When will you gad rofertoka fay'ya:n, esh Sol'er:k

understand? sa'tadri?

Time will go on and you will forget me.” saya t'u:lul zo ' man wao satansa O1kri
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III. The Song of Songs

Translated by Cornelius Van Dyck and Eli Smith

SOPRANO:
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth?
for thy love is better than wine

I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of
Jerusalem

as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.

TENOR:

I have compared thee, O my love, to a company
of horses

in Pharaoh's chariots.

Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels,

thy neck with chains of gold.

TENOR:

Behold, thou art fair, my love;

behold, thou art fair;

thou hast doves' eyes.
SOPRANO:

Behold, thou art fair, my beloved,
yea, pleasant:

UNISON:

The beams of our house are cedar,
and our rafters of fir.

* The Holy Bible: King James Version, Song of Songs
’ Van Dyck Bible, Song of Songs

loyuqabbaluni: bigabla:ti fammihi’
li?anna hubbikae at'yab mm?al
XAMAT

?2ann&: savda:?on wo jami:laton ya
bt aorfali:m

kaxaryye:m kedar, kafuquq
sulerma:n

logad fabahtuki ya: habi:bti: bi-forus

fi: murrakabee:ti faraGu:n
ma: ajmal xadetki bisamu:tfi
wao Sounqikae bigale:?1d

ha:! ?mtae jami:laton ya: hobi:bti:
ha:! ?mta jami:laton
Cayae:nakae home:moton

ha:! ?mtae jami:lon ya: habi:bi:

wo hilu:

jawe: 1z bertung: ?arzon
wo rawa:fidune: saron



IV. The Return of Lilith

Joumana Haddad

I am Lilith, returning from her exile
Lilith

Lilith, the demoness of the sanctuaries
Lilith

I am the curse of curses that preceded me
The Siren so the storm will not be quelled

My names ornament your tongues if you
have a thirst
Follow me as the touch follows the kiss

And take me like the night on his mother's
breast.

I am Lilith, the rebellious angel.

The first mount of Adam and the corrupter
of Satan.

The phantom of suppressed sex and its
purest scream

Timid because I am the nymph of the
volcano,

the jealous because I am the beautiful
temptress of hedonism

The first paradise could not tolerate me.
I was expelled to sow conflict on earth

and rule the matters of my subjects in their
bedchambers.
The dreams are all exposed to me

I am the conscienceness of light sleep

I wear and strip off the dream

I lure the boats away but I do not rule the
storm

I am the lioness of temptation

I return to ravish the prisoners and rule the
earth.

I return to heal Adam's ribs

and liberate the men from their Eves.

I am Lilith
I am Lilith

?anne: li:li:t 2AlSa:?1dotu mm monfa:ha:
li:li:t

li:li:t farta:nat?ol xalwee:t

li:li:t

?2annz: lo€anst?ul [sansti ?2allAti ssbaqtu

mud‘ilat?v] zaowa:riq Ker la: tastatabbu
Sa:sifaton

isme: ?1 li-toras®siifa ?alsmotkom ?m kae:n
bikom Satf

"itboSu:ni miBlomee: totboS?2ul Iamsat?ol
qublata

wo XoOu:ni miflo lerlin Szlo s'idri 2ommihi

?2annz: li:lizt, 2Almosle:k?0l ma:jmeatu
firsu @&:dom?al 2aAwwilu ws mufsidstu ?1bli:s

xaryya:1?ol jims?1l makbu:ti woe sarxatihil
Astfe:
?Al-harya li?Anni: haoriyat?ol borka:n

wal yiyu:r li?anni: weswe:s?0l ruunatul jomi:l

Iam tahtamalnil jmnatul ?o:1a
fotfuridtu li?armi: fitnaton fil ard®
wd 2udabbir fil moxa:difi 2ahwae:1a ru€arti

2alahle:m kulluhs makfu:fston li:
?anna: d*emi:r?ol naom?1l xafi:fi

?albisu hulman ws ?2ax1afu

2udiallalol zavwa:riga wele: ?uhdi:
?al€a:s1fA
2annz: ?Allu:bu:?atu alyewiyyatu

?ASu:du li-?ahtak?al ?0sre: ws 2amlik?ol
ard®

?ASu:du li-?usfahhaha d‘ulu:’ =:dom

wa ?uharrir?ul rija:la min havws?a:tthum

?anne; i:li:t
?anne; i:li:t
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V. “Love Without Limits”

Nizar Qabbani

TENOR:
My lady

You were the most important woman in history

Before last year fled
You are now...the most important woman
Before the birth of this year

SOPRANO:

Say to me: Your songs are with me
They live on my chest like a necklace
And your hair, this pure essence
Bound to my heart

TENOR:

You are a woman

I do not measure in years and days
You are a woman...

Born of the fruit of poetry

From the gold of dreams

SOPRANO:

You are who brightens my eye

A home for the color of my eyes

A home for the spark of my bosom

And the cold departs

I preserve much of you

As though you were a light, warm rain
Dispersing the cold

Like a basket of flowers

TOGETHER:

My love

Do not be concerned by the rhythms of time
And names of the years

You are a woman that shall remain a woman

I shall love you

ya: seryyidati

konti o?him ?mmra?aton fi: taeri:xi
qablo rahi:1?v] Sa:m

?mti Pel-?a:n... 9?him mmra?atin
bafd wilae:doti haeda?l Sa:m

taqu:lu ?ayani:ka Sandi

tof1:[u bi-s'adri keo-Saqdi

wo [191ruke had?al t'ali:qu Cani:qu
Iasi:qu bi-kabdi

?Imnti imra?aton

la shs‘abuha: bil-sof=ti wa?l-oye mi
?Imnti imra?aton

sfonifat min fae:kihat of-[oS1ri

wo mind dohabi?l ?ohlae:m

fo-mmhu ?Uka@llu gellni

fo-bartu bi-lav:ni Saryu:ni

wa bait bijumrat khaddi

Fa-yadhabu bardi

wo ?ahfaz‘u mmh?ul kabi:r?al kaOi:ra
ka?annake rafatu taryyubm hari:qm
tafafJat bibardi

kasallati wardi

ya: seryyidati

lee tehtemmii fi: ?iqa:S1l waqti
wo ?1smee: ?1l sonuwae:t

?mti imro?aton tobqi imra?atin
saufa vhibbuki

Upon the 21* century Cand doxu:1?1l gorn?1l wee:hidi wo Safriin

Upon the 25™ century Sand doxu:1?11 gorn?1l xa:msi wa Safri:n
Upon the 290 century Cand doxu:1?11 gorn?1l tossifi wo Safriin
And I will love you wa saufo shibbuki

When the oceans dry hemno tojiffol bahri

And the forests burn
A beautiful mouth sings my praises

wa tohtoriqu?l ke bae:t

tosbi:hu Oagarmn jami:lin brhamdi!
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A warm breeze has melted the frost

And it is enough for you to be in all hearts
As a basket of roses

My lady/sir:

You are the conclusion of all poetry

and the rose of all freedoms

is enough to become the King of Poetry

The Pharoah of Words

The love a woman like you

Is sufficient to enter the pages of history
And raised among the brightest banners
I have had enough of glory

A beautiful mouth sings my praises

tofoftu bi-bardi

wa hasbuko ?ann&ko fi: kollo bertin
ko-sallati wardn

ya: ‘seryyidati

?mti xi'la:satu ‘koll?ol " fiS1ri

wo ‘'wardotu 'koll?ol horri'yae:ti
yok'fi: '?an o'taejohs ‘?1smoki ‘hato:
“Pus’bohu ‘meeliko?] *[1S1ri

wa fir' Cu:nu?l keeli ' mae:t

yok'fi: "?an tefe’ foqni im 'ro?oton ‘'miflik
'hota: "?udxila fi: 'kotob?il te'ri:xi
wo 'torfifa min ?0'jall?1l rar'yee:t
ka'fee:ni mm?al ‘mojd

tos'bi:hu 'Bororin ja 'mi:lin bi- hamdi!
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Abstract

In this work the dualist philosophy of ibn “Arabi provided a framework for
dealing with the complexities of love and gender in Arabic writing. According to his
heterodox thinking, the words “he” and “she” are methods of exploring the supernatural
In choosing texts for this project, examples were found that could provide insight and
historical context for Arabic philosophies of desire. These texts were then ordered and
shaped into a larger dramatic work that could narrate a cohesive “story” using the tropes

of joy and despair commonly expressed in Arabic love writing.

The work is structured as a classical oratorio; however, standing in for the
traditional choir is the saxophone quartet, providing an aural atmosphere that is at once
human and organ-like. The central melodic element of the work is comprised of dualistic

parts (A and B) that complement each other, as from ibn Arabi.

Arabic is unique amongst languages in that it has been tightly preserved since its
emergence. A common musical foundation is established that indicates the remarkable
continuity of Arabic expression throughout history, while also mapping Arabic

expressions of desire onto classical Western musical tropes.
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|. "The Lake of Fire"

buher:ratun na:r
From "Broken Wings"by Khalil Gibran (1912)
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c. 900 BC, translated by Cornelius Van Allen Van Dyck (1860)
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Misterioso =60

V. The Return of Lilith

Sau:dat Lr:lit
Text by Joumana Haddad (2003)
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