A tribute to Dr. Henry Greenwell. A southern gentleman and periodontal legend.

On June 1%, 2023, Periodontology lost a man who helped shape what our specialty has become. A passing
without fan.re, wit'xut accolades or entitlement, and without knowledge of his ailment by most in our
community-8and that is exactly the way he wanted it.

Henry Gree born in Shelbyville, Kentucky. He began his college education at Tulane University, but
soon his “olg pme” came calling and he finished at the University of Louisville. It is at U of L where
Henry ewe@tal degree while also attending U of L’s law school, obtaining both DMD and JD degrees.
He was a veggran of the US Air Force and practiced general dentistry for a short time. | remember Henry telling
us how, in ghctice, he was amazed with how periodontists treated patients and the level of health
they could ob#gain.gigwas this infatuation with how periodontists achieved outcomes and a thirst for knowledge
that led himito pursué specialty training at Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) under Dr. Nabil Bissada.
After his trai stayed on at CWRU as a faculty member where his microbiological clinical research
dispelled thedfe echnique, returning science and biology to the forefront of non-surgical periodontal
therapy in tm%s. He left CWRU for his alma mater where he established the graduate periodontal
residency pr mPServing as Director of Graduate Periodontics for nearly 30 years. During many of those
years he sergh Program Director and Department Chair. In the 1990s and beyond, his research shifted
to hard and soft tisslile augmentation in GBR, implant, and mucogingival therapies, always remaining clinical in
nature. His i as incredible and his knowledge of the literature could almost be considered ChatGPT-ish

before ther a thing as artificial intelligence. At his core, Henry was a clinician whose passion for
excellence Was distilled into each and every resident he shaped.

His legacy to Perj tology and Dental Implant Surgery is daunting and awesome: He was board certified; A
contributor e AAP World Workshops; Lead or co-author of over 100 papers in the peer-reviewed
literature; A rt and author on the new classification of periodontal and peri-implant diseases; A

director and resident of the American Board of Periodontology; Chairman and member of numerous

s over three decades; A sought after speaker at multiple AAP annual meetings; Developer of
ture Reviews Database for resident training; The 2013 recipient of the AAPs

vice Award; and the 2021 William Gies Award recipient to name a few. Ironically, Henry never
wanted n and wasn’t comfortable taking credit for all that he had contributed whether to the
AAP, ABP, U of L, or the dental profession at large. Rather, his comfort, inspiration, passion, and pride came
from seeingghis students flourish with the tools that he had a role in developing within them. Every graduate
student wa rpiece and if that masterpiece wasn’t ready for primetime, it wasn’t released. His
legacies are nugaekous to the profession, but it is the impact on his residents and dental students that he
guided over dgades that will have the most lasting influence.

Henry is survive his wife of over 45 years, Dr. Ann Greenwell of Taylorsville, KY; his two daughters, Lucy
Ann (husbaﬂDollie Jane (husband Devin) and his two grandchildren (Annabel Lucy and Henry Gunner).
Followin rsonal tributes from two students of Dr Greenwell’s teaching and mentorship:

Dr. Geor“laris

My most vi ies of Henry were his kind and mild manner which, as a resident, you could never
mistake for bei . His fatherly nature was incredibly comforting, but that sureness and gentle disposition
quickly turned oppaosite when the door shut closed for weekly lit review and there was no place to run or hide
if you didn’ your article assignments inside and out. At the time, the workload he placed on us seemed
“@ nright impossible. There were no exceptions or excuses tolerated for anything short of giving
150%. His goal ¥ o produce impeccably competent, board-certified periodontal surgeons who understood
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the literature, used sound science with critical thinking skills to make decisions, and were able to obtain world
class outcomes for patient care. He had 36 months to yield his vision with varying levels of personality, ability,
culture, and background in each resident....and the clock was ticking when you arrived in Louisville. In classic
Greenww brought strong discipline and expected unwavering commitment to learning the
fundamentals of specialty periodontics during our 36 months of training yet he always found time and just the
gak for a beer or a smooth Kentucky bourbon where he would express how proud he was
2minding us of what our future holds in practice. He would always reinforce to me that
“results matter”, but those results weren’t to decorate U of L as a premier periodontal graduate program or
gain him™ hgRerrank within the school. Rather, he was dedicated to producing excellent periodontists who
consistentI\sEresented the best of what this specialty is about. You knew he was invested in your
development'and success, and he expected you contribute the same effort, if not more. The expectations were

clear and nz@ble when you interviewed at his program: (1) Clinical excellence in periodontics; (2)

Complete a esis and submit it for publication; (3) Become board certified. Henry would tactfully
remind us in his own way that our training wasn’t really complete without board certification from the ABP
and he woul@ enficefus with a coveted, engraved U of L ABP “Board Certified” mint julip cup that would be
yours once a Parts 1 and 2....I look at my mint julip cup with more mature eyes today and am
reminded oﬁ' ibly generous man who was tough, disciplined, accomplished, intelligent, humble,
generous, selfless, h@rd-working, and unequivocally committed. A spectacular human being that | was

fortunate t d by and learn from. For me in 1996, the teacher appeared when the student was ready.

lam bIessed& teacher was Dr. Henry Greenwell. | will miss my program director and friend.

as an exceptional individual who left an indelible mark as an esteemed educator and
leader in the field of periodontology. | am forever grateful for the impact he had on my life, particularly during

my time ern Reserve University in 1985-1988. As a young individual from the far east with limited
knowledge, Dr. well unhesitatingly extended his unwavering support in every aspect, profoundly shaping
both my al and personal growth. His guidance in periodontics, surgical skills, knowledge, and critical
thinking fited me at the time but also continue to resonate with me to this day. | owe a great

debt of gratitude to

Dr. Greenwell for his instrumental role in shaping the person | have become. On a personal level, Dr.
Greenwell h und impact on my personal growth by equipping me with invaluable skills that have
greatly enhanc y professional development. Through his guidance, | acquired expertise in various areas

additional y, obtaining my US DDS degree. With great patience, he guided me through every step,
generousl! ring his time and expertise. | spent numerous weekends at his home, where | not only learned
computers orked on my thesis but also had the privilege of getting to know his personal story.
Without ng support, | would not have achieved the level of success | enjoy today. Dr. Greenwell's
dedication t ession, coupled with his genuine care for his students, continues to inspire me as | strive
to carry forward his fégacy by educating the next generation of periodontists. Although our professional paths
diverged aft ting from CWRU, our friendship remained strong. The trust and bond we cultivated over

the years were tr valuable.

ades, | had the honor of knowing Dr. Greenwell as both a mentor and dear friend. His
wisdom, guidanc d unwavering support played a pivotal role in shaping my own professional journey. His
ability to instill confidence and ignite a passion for periodontology in his students was truly remarkable,
propelling us to pursue excellence in our work. Driven by his commitment to his patients and his dedication to
advancing the field, he left an indelible mark in everything he did. The loss of this true giant in our profession
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weighs heavily upon us, and | will forever credit Dr. Greenwell for his instrumental role in helping me achieve
my own success. It is because of him that | am able to savor the little accomplishments | have attained today.

Dr. Greem will endure in the hearts of those he touched, and his contributions to the field of
periodontolg ontinue to inspire generations to come. May his memory be a guiding light in your lives,
reminding @ emarkable achievements and the love he shared for his profession, residents, colleagues
and family.
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