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Monday, Sept. 26  TOKYO 
 
There will be a dedicated meeting room for the Governor at the hotel –  
Conference Room “Momo”, 4th

 Floor. 
 
7:30–8:10 am  Breakfast meeting and gift exchange with Governor Kada, Shiga 

Prefecture.  Protocol meeting to recognize a 42 year sister state 
relationship and continue our partnership for educational and business 
development  

 
Participants: Governor Rick Snyder 

   Michael Finney, Pres, MEDC 
   Doug Smith, Sr VP, MEDC 
   Keith Creagh, Director, Agriculture  
   Ken Masumoto, Manager, MEDC 
   Bridget Beckman, Manager, MEDC 
   Dr. Dawn Pysarchik, Japan Center for Michigan  
    Universities, Assoc. Dean, Int’l Studies, MSU  
 
   Governor Yukiko Kada 
   Mr. Takashi Ozawa, Director International Affairs Office 

Mr. Mitsuji Yamada, Vice Chair, Shiga Prefecture  
  Industrial Support Center 
Mr. Naoki Matsumoto, Senior Manager, Secretariat Division 

   Ms. Saiko Miyamura, Assistant Section Chief, Tourism and  
     International Exchange Bureau 
   Consul General Kuninori Matsuda 
 

There will be a continental breakfast served during the meeting.   
 
   At the beginning of the meeting there will be an exchange of  

  business cards. 
 
8:10-8:15am  Photo-op – MI and Shiga 
 

At this point there will be an exchange of gifts - your gift to Governor 
Kada is a glass “bonsai tree” made by Lansing artist Craig Mitchell 
Smith.   
 
You will give brief remarks to the press and there will be photos taken.  A 
joint press release has been drafted. 

 
8:15-8:30 am  PRESS AVAIL  (TENTATIVE) 
 

8:00 am  Conference Exhibit Opens – (Peacock East Foyer, 2
nd

 fl) 
(Coffee/tea service served in the Peacock East Foyer) 

 
 
8:30 – 8:45 am  Meeting with Governor Kiyoshi Ueda, Saitama Prefecture 
  Kaeda Room, 4

th
 Floor, Imperial Hotel   

 
A courtesy meeting asked for by Governor Ueda, who likes  

  to meet all of the US governors attending the conference. 
       
Participants:  Governor Rick Snyder 
   Michael Finney, Pres, MEDC 



   Keith Creagh, Director, Agriculture  
   Ken Masumoto, Manger, MEDC 
   Bridget Beckman, Manager, MEDC 
 
   Governor Kiyoshi Ueda 
  Consul General Kuninori Matsuda 
     
 
9:00 - 10:30 am - Opening Ceremony: (Peacock East Ballroom, 2

nd
 fl)                        

 
  Contact:  Marie Gaudette, Executive Director, MUSJA 
  (312) 320-2427 – cell 
  mlgasso1@earthlink.net 
    

Opening Remarks: 
Yuzaburo Mogi, Japan Conference Chairman 

                              Honorary Chairman, Kikkoman Corporation 
 

Hon. James R. Thompson, U.S. Conference Chairman 
 Senior Chairman, Winston & Strawn & former Governor of Illinois 
 
Welcome Remarks:  

   Hon. Kuninori Matsuda, Consul General of Japan in Detroit 
 

Guest Speeches: 
Gov. Yukiko Kada, Shiga Prefecture 
Gov. Terry Branstad, State of Iowa 
Gov. Kensaku Morita, Chiba Prefecture 
Gov. Mark Dayton, State of Minnesota 

   Gov. Kiyoshi Ueda, Saitama Prefecture 
Gov. Pat Quinn, State of Illinois 
Gov. Shomei Yokouchi, Yamanashi Prefecture 

10:24   Gov. Rick Snyder, State of Michigan 
 

10:30 - 10:45 am Coffee Break (Peacock East Foyer)   
 
10:30-10:45 am  Meeting with Mr. Ikeuchi Chairman of TKX-Prospect  
   US Secretariat Room – 3

rd
 Floor 

 
This world class ingot slicing facility is considering MI for a new facility.  
This would be a key piece in the solar supply chain.  Mr. Ikeuchi is 
coming from Osaka on his way out of the country for business, and 
changed plans to join us. He has met Scott Walker in the past.  

 
Participants: Governor Rick Snyder 

                  Mike Finney, Pres, MEDC 
                         Ken Masumoto, Manager, MEDC 
                         

                Masahiko Ikeuchi, President 
Hiroshi Shinagawa Managing Director 
Chikatoshi Kasai, Advisor 

 
10:45 - 11:40 am  Conference Keynote Addresses:  Peacock Room 

Keiro Kitagami, Vice Minister of Economy, Trade & Industry 
   Honorable John V. Roos, United States Ambassador to Japan      
 

mailto:mlgasso1@earthlink.net


The Governors will be seated not on the dias but at the front of the room. 
Therefore it is recommended that Governor Snyder be in attendance 
until lunchtime.    

 
11:50 - 1:15 pm Luncheon Program with Luncheon speaker: (Fuji Room, 3

rd
 fl) 

   Ryozo Kato, Commissioner, Nippon Professional Baseball 
                           

Table #1 “Maple Table” 
1. Yuzaburo Mogi, Senior Chairman, Kikkoman Corp. 
2. Gov. Rick Snyder, Michigan 
3. Amb. Ryoza Kato, former Japanese Ambassador to the U.S. 

Commissioner, Nippon Professional Baseball (Lunch keynote) 
4. Marc Wall, US Embassy 
5. Kiyoshi Ueda, Governor, Saitama Prefecture 
6. Diego Donoso, President, Dow Chemical Japan 
7. Kichisaburo Nomura, former Chairman, All Nippon Airways 
8. Gov. James Thompson, Conference Co-Chair, Senior Chairman 

Winston & Strawn (former Illinois Governor) 
 
1:15-1:45 pm Meeting with Mr. Murakami, Managing Director of Overseas Operations, 

Denso  
 “Momo” Conference Room, 4th

 Floor 
 

Denso has been recently awarded with $2.6M for their thermal 
management research for batteries from the US DOE.  The MEDC 
endorsed the application.  Denso has talked about the potential for 
design work in Southfield and potential production in Battle Creek. This 
project by Denso would definitely build on the battery momentum the 
state has going, and cracking the thermal management nut is a crucial 
element. Thus thermal management for batteries is a huge issue and 
Denso is a prime supplier to address the problem.  

 
Participants: Governor Rick Snyder                       

                         Mike Finney, President MEDC 
                               Ken Masumoto, Manager MEDC 
 
                        Sandy Baruah, Pres, Detroit Chamber 
                        Karl Dehn, Pres, Battle Creek Unlimited 
 
       Yukihiko Murakami, Senior Managing Director, Denso 
 
1:30 – 3:15 pm   Plenary Session I:  Executive Panel Discussion Peacock Room 

“Innovative Approaches for Growth”  
   

Session Keynote Addresses & Panel:  
     
Keynote Presenters: 
Tadashi Okamura, Advisor to the Board, Toshiba Corporation & 
Chairman, Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

   Bill D. Cook, Managing Director, Caterpillar Japan Ltd. 
 
   Panelists: 
   Toru Nagashima, Chairman of the Board, Teijin Limited 
   Katsuaki Watanabe, Senior Advisor, Toyota Motor Corporation 
   Collin B. Benson, President & Representative Director, ADM Far East 
   Diego Donoso, President, Dow Japan & Korea, Dow Chemical 



 
Moderator: 
Yasuo Hayashi, Chairman & CEO, JETRO 
 
Q & A Session 

 
 Governor Snyder will be expected to have heard the remarks made by 

Mr. Watanabe and Mr. Nagashima in this Plenary Session in preparation 
for his afternoon meetings with these gentlemen.  

 
3:15 - 3:30 pm  Coffee Break (Peacock East Foyer)   
   
3:45-4:05 pm Meeting with Mr. Watanabe, Senior Advisor of Toyota  
 “Momo” Conference Room, 4th

 Floor 
 

A meeting with Katsuaki Watanabe, Senior Advisor and former Chairman 
of Toyota to Mr. Watanabe, former Chairman of Toyota, for their 
continued investment in Michigan and encourage further investment 
here.  Now that Ford is going to work with Toyota in development of a 
new battery for Ford light trucks, this is a great opportunity to pitch the 
company on Michigan for research work specifically in lithium ion battery 
and fuel cell technologies with Ford and to encourage Toyota to beef up 
their R&D operations and production facilities in Michigan along with their 
current R&D work. 
 

Participants:  Governor Rick Snyder 
 Mike Finney, Pres, MEDC 
 Ken Masumoto, Manager, MEDC 
 
 Mr. Watanabe, Senior Advisor Toyota 
 Bruce Brownlee, Toyota Technical Center 
 Consul General Matsuda (included at the request of Watanabe-san) 
 
4:10-4:30 pm Mr Takeshita, Chairman, and Mr Watanabe MD of Ube Kosan-New 

JV with Dow Chemical  
 “Momo” Conference Room, 4th

 Floor 
 

A meeting with Ube Kosan to congratulate them on their latest joint 
venture with Dow Chemical to produce electrolytes for Li-Ion batteries 
and offer Michigan’s help with their expansion. 
 

Participants: Governor Rick Snyder 
   Michael Finney, Pres, MEDC 
   Ken Masumoto, Manager, MEDC 
    
 Mr. Michio Takeshita, President, Ube Kosan 
                         Dr. Shinobu Watanabe, Managing Director 
                         Mr. Masahiko Katsuta, General Manager, Advanced  
    Battery Materials Business Unit  
 
4:35-4:55 pm Meeting with Mr. Nagashima, Chairman of Teijin 

“Momo” Conference Room, 4th
 Floor 

 
A meeting with Mr. Toru Nagashima, Chairman of the Board of Teijin, to 
ask Teijin to consider Michigan for future investment in carbon fiber 
manufacturing and possible manufacturing of Li-ion battery separator.  



Teijin is very active in carbon fiber, and is a partner of Lawrence 
Technical University. Mr. Nagashima also sits on the board of Asahi 
Glass, which has subsidiaries in Michigan. 

 
Participants: Governor Rick Snyder 

  Michael Finney, Pres, MEDC 
   Ken Masumoto, Manager, MEDC 
     
   Mr. Nagashima, Chairman, Tejin, Ltd. 
 
5:00–6:00 pm  Unscheduled 
 
6:00 – 6:30 Greeting and photo-op with Graceland Fruits investor Otsuka Food   
 “Momo” Conference Room, 4th

 Floor 
 

A photo-op and a thank-you to Otsuka for their investment in Graceland 
to-date and continued purchase of Graceland products 
 

Participants: Governor Rick Snyder 
   Michael Finney, Pres, MEDC 
   Ken Masumoto, Manager, MEDC 
   Doug Smith, Sr VP, MEDC 
   Keith Creagh, Director, Agriculture  
   Bridget Beckman, Manger, MEDC 
     
   Mr. Nakai, President Otsuka 
   Mr. Kanata, Managing Director of Otsuka Foods 

Mr. Tadaharu Kaneko ( Secretary of president ) 
Mr. Tsutomu Odani- President World Scope Corporation 

 
   Alan DeVore, CEO, Graceland Fruit 

Brent Bradley, Vice President Sales & Marketing, Graceland 
Dan Arkema, International Sales Manager, Graceland 
 

 
6:00 - 9:00 pm Gala Dinner:  (Fuji Room, 3

rd
 fl)  

Cocktail Reception  
Formal Dinner and music performance  
 
All members of the Michigan delegation registered for the conference. 
 
Dress is “business attire”                                                   
 
(Gala Dinner) 
Table #3 “Jasmine Table” 
1. Masamitsu Sakurai, Chairman, Ricoh Ltd. 
2. Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman, Indiana 
3. Takeo Inokuchi, Senior Advisor, Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance 
4. Collin Benson, President, ADM Far East 
5. Toru Nagashima, Chairman, Teijin Ltd. 
6. Diego Donoso, President, Dow Chemical Japan 
7. Junichi Ujiie, Senior Advisor to the Board, Nomura Holdings 
8. Gov. Rick Snyder, Michigan  

 
 
9:00–10:00 pm  Call Time  



Meeting with the Governor of Shiga Prefecture, Yukiko Kada   

September 26, 2011 
  
EVENT  

ORGANIZER/POC:    Ken Masumoto – 269-209-2161                    
     
TIME:   7:30 – 8:30 a.m. 
 
LOCATION:   “Momo” Room, 4th Floor, Imperial Hotel 
 
PURPOSE:  Protocol meeting to recognize a 42 year sister state  

relationship and continue our partnership for educational 
and business development. 

 

PRESS:  There will be time for photo and statement to press by both  
  Governors at the end of the meeting, from 8:15 – 8:30 
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Rick Snyder 
    Michael Finney, MEDC 
    Doug Smith, MEDC 
    Keith Creagh, Depart. Of Ag & Rural Development 
    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 
    Bridget Beckman, MEDC 
    Dr. Dawn Pysarchik, Japan Center for Michigan  
     Universities, Assoc. Dean, Int’l Studies, MSU 
 
    Governor Yukiko Kada 
    Mr. Takashi Ozawa, Director, International Affairs Office 

 Mr. Mitsuji Yamada, Vice Chair, Shiga Prefecture  
  Industrial Support Center 

    Mr. Naoki Matsumoto, Senior Manager, Secretariat  
     Division 
    Ms. Saiko Miyamura, Assistant Section Chief, Tourism and  
     International Exchange Bureau 
    Consul General Kuninori Matsuda 
     
 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman 
 

AGENDA:  There will be a continental breakfast served during the meeting.   
 
   At the beginning of the meeting there will be an exchange of  
   business cards.   



 
At 8:15 press will be allowed into the meeting.  At that point there 
will be an exchange of gifts - your gift to Governor Kada is a glass 
“bonsai tree” made by Lansing artist Craig Mitchell Smith.   
You will give brief remarks to the press and there will be photos 
taken.  A joint press release has been drafted. 

 

NOTES:    
 
Talking points for this meeting are:  

 

 Thank Governor Kada for Shiga’s continued generous support of  tthe Japan 
Center for Michigan Universities.  (see background below for details) 

 

 Thank Governor Kada for Shiga’s long support of the Sister State relationship, 
and for continuing to send a visiting official to Michigan to help with the sister 
state program and the Michigan – Shiga relationship in general. 

 

 Discuss how Shiga and Michigan can have more collaboration and joint efforts to 
promote more bilateral economic activities between our two states.   

 

 Governor Kada has a strong interest in increasing tourism in Shiga and may ask 
about what Michigan is doing that could be used in Shiga.  Governor Kada visited 
Mackinac Island last year during her trip to Michigan for the Midwest US Japan 
Conference.  She has invited Mary Slevin, the Mackinac Island Chamber 
President to Shiga in November as part of the annual Goodwill Mission. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Governor Yukiko Kada was elected Governor of Shiga Prefecture in 2006 and was just re-
elected in 2010.  She graduated from Kyoto University, received a master’s degree from 
University of Wisconsin and has a PhD in Agriculture.  Her focus has been on environmental 
issues particularly surrounding Lake Biwa, which has had trouble with invasive species much 
like the Great Lakes.  She wants to broaden Michigan and Shiga’s cooperation beyond water 
and environmental issues to further bilateral economic development between our two states. 

 
Japan Center for Michigan Universities 
The Japan Center for Michigan Universities is located in Hikone, Shiga Prefecture.  It is 
administered through Michigan State University’s International Studies and Programs Office, 
but accepts students from anywhere who spend a term studying Japanese or environmental 
programs. It is governed by a board made up of representatives from all 15 Michigan public 
universities.  Private schools, such as K College and Alma are also a part of JCMU. 

 
Michigan used to fund JCMU in the amount of $425,000 yearly.  In the late 1990’s the 
Legislature cut all funding for international education in Michigan at every level.  For the 
first year Governor Engler, through the MEDC, gave JCMU $150,000 as a one-time grant.  
Since then, Michigan has given no funding to JCMU, while Shiga Prefecture still supports 
the school, even though their economy has been hit just as bad as Michigan.   
 

http://www.pref.shiga.jp/multilingual/english/


There are 52 students at JMCU this term, which is a full house.  This is very good, 
particularly after the earthquake earlier this year when all students left the university mid-
term.  JCMU has received 3 awards over the past 3 years for excellence and innovation, and 
was just awarded a grant from the New York Japan Foundation for an environmental science 
program which will include exchanges between Japan and Michigan teachers and high school 
students. 
 
JCMU’s language programs are held in such regard that they were chosen to staff the U.S. 
Pavilion at the World Expo in Japan in 2005.  http://jcmu.isp.msu.edu/ 
 

Shiga Prefecture 

Shiga Prefecture is known for Lake Biwa, the oldest and largest fresh-water lake in Japan.  
Shiga is in central Japan and is easily reached on direct flights from Detroit to Nagoya and 
Osaka.  http://www.pref.shiga.jp/multilingual/english/ 
 
Michigan Shiga Sister State Relationship 

In 1968, the State of Michigan and Shiga Prefecture became sister states, using the common 
bond of fresh water as the basis for the partnership. The sister state program is run by a board 
of directors.  The State has also provided funding for the Goodwill Missions, JCMU, and 
other programs.   
 
Shiga Prefecture has funded and sent a visiting official to Michigan since 1989 to assist with 
promoting the sister state relationship.  The current visiting official is Mr. Jun Tanoue. The 
Shiga Visiting Official is housed within the MDOE.  Michigan does not send an official to 
Japan.  The Michigan Economic Development Corporation is the main point of contact on 
the Michigan side via Ken Masumoto, the Japanese Business Development Manager and 
Bridget Beckman, the Acting Chief of Protocol.  Michigan has never sent a visiting official to 
Japan.   
http://mishiga.org/ 
 
While the sister state relationship between Shiga and Michigan began because of our shared 
interest in the environment and water, it has become over time, particularly at the 
encouragement of Governor Kada, also working towards more bilateral economic 
development.  
 
Kyocera, one of the solar companies we are pursuing which is a customer of HSC has a 
facility in Shiga Prefecture.  It is interesting to note that our largest single commodity export 
to Japan is silicon.  There are several other Shiga companies in Michigan including Takao 
America, Sekisui, and Takata, have facilities in Shiga. 
 
2011 Shiga Environmental Exhibition – October 19-21, 2011 

This is an exhibition of small to medium companies in many environmental/ alternative 
energy fields, including solar, water, wind, etc.  The Shiga government gives Michigan free 
exhibit space, and the students of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities help to man the 
booth.  It has become a good way to meet Asian companies in green energy.   
http://www.biwako-messe.com/application/index.html (in Japanese) 

 
 

http://mishiga.org/
http://www.biwako-messe.com/application/index.html
http://jcmu.isp.msu.edu/


 Meeting with the Governor of Shiga Prefecture, Kiyoshi Ueda 

September 26, 2011 
 
EVENT  

ORGANIZER/POC:    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 
269-209-2161                    

     
TIME:   8:30 – 8:45 a.m. 
 
LOCATION:   “Kaeda” Room, 4th Floor, Imperial Hotel 
 
PURPOSE:  A courtesy meeting asked for by Governor Ueda, who likes  
  to meet all of the US governors attending the conference.   
 

PRESS:  Not included 
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Rick Snyder 
    Michael Finney, MEDC 
    Keith Creagh, Depart. Of Ag & Rural Development 
    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 
    Bridget Beckman, MEDC 
 
    Governor Kiyoshi Ueda 
    Consul General Kuninori Matsuda 
     
 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman 
 

AGENDA:   At the beginning of the meeting there will be an exchange  
    of business cards, and an exchange of gifts at the end.   
 

NOTES:    
 

Talking points for this meeting are:  

 

 Discuss the changes in Michigan since your election. 

 Ask Governor Ueda about his trip to Michigan last year to the 
Midwest US Japan Conference. 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
 



Governor Ueda, 59, of the Saitama Prefecture located just north of Tokyo, was elected in 
2003, after his predecessor resigned over ethical troubles.  He is a member of the 
Democratic Party of Japan although he ran as an independent. Prior to his election as 
governor he was a member of the House of Representatives.   

 
Many Japanese automotive companies with operations in Michigan also have operations 
in Saitama Prefecture including: Denso, CalsonicKansei, Hitachi, NSK, Akebono, 
Nippon Piston Ring, Aisin, and Hi-Lex. Japan’s OEMs with plants in Saitama include 
Honda, Nissan, Toyota and Mitsubishi.  It is the sister state to Ohio.  

Saitama is an inland prefecture situated on the northern border of Japan's capital. 
Approximately one third of Saitama is mountainous. The remaining area is flat and used 
to be rich in forestry and agricultural related activities. 

Since World War II, industrialization and a great increase in population have changed the 
face of Saitama. As large-scale industrial parks were built in former Omiya (presently 
Saitama City), Fukaya, Kawagoe, Sayama, and other cities, Saitama evolved from an 
agricultural prefecture into one whose economic activity is based on industry. 

As a result of this change, and Saitama's proximity to Tokyo, residential developments 
have thrived throughout the prefecture. Saitama's population surpassed the 7-million 
mark in 2002, more than 3 times the 1950 figure of 2.14 million. 

Saitama currently has 64 municipalities (as of April 1, 2010) that cooperate with the 
Saitama Prefectural Government to manage the region’s social and economic issues. 

 

Area 3767.09 km2 (Geographic Survey Institute) 

Population 7,143,675 (as of January 1, 2009) 

Number of Registered Foreign Residents 121,515 (as of the end of Dec. 2008) 

Average Temperature 15.4 C (Saitama City 2007) 

Average Humidity 64% (Kumagaya City 2007) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Japan US Midwest Association/Midwest US Japan Association Conference 

(MUSJA)  

“Innovation in a Changing Global Economy” Japan – Midwest U.S.: Post 3.11, Rebuild 
& Grow 

September 25-27, 2011 
 

EVENT:   MUSJA Conference 
     “Innovation in a Changing Global Economy” Japan –  

    Midwest U.S.: Post 3.11, Rebuild & Grow 

 
EVENT  

ORGANIZER/POC:    Marie Gaudette, Exec. Director, MUSJA 
              312-320-2427 – cell in US         

      
TIME:  Throughout the day, Monday, September 25   
  See Agenda below 
  Complete agenda attached 
 
LOCATION:   Peacock Room, Imperial Hotel, Tokyo 
 
PURPOSE: To speak before the conference letting the audience know 

the positive changes happening in Michigan, and use the 
event as a platform to meet with important Japanese 
businesses. 

 
PRESS: While press can be a part of the audience, there is no 

specific press event during this conference  
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  The conference attendee list as of September 7, is attached 
 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman 
 

AGENDA:    
 
9:00 - 10:30 am  Opening Ceremony: (Peacock East Ballroom, 2nd fl)                        
    

Opening Remarks: 
Yuzaburo Mogi, Japan Conference Chairman 

                               Honorary Chairman, Kikkoman Corporation 
Hon. James R. Thompson, U.S. Conference Chairman 

Senior Chairman, Winston & Strawn & former 
Governor of Illinois 

  



 
Welcome Remarks:  

   Hon. Kuninori Matsuda, Consul General of Japan in Detroit 
 

Guest Speeches – each Governor has approx. 5 minutes. Gov. 
Thompson will introduce the US governors, Mr. Mogi, the 
Japanese: 
 
Gov. Yukiko Kada, Shiga Prefecture 
Gov. Terry Branstad, State of Iowa 
Gov. Kensaku Morita, Chiba Prefecture 
Gov. Mark Dayton, State of Minnesota 

   Gov. Kiyoshi Ueda, Saitama Prefecture 
Gov. Pat Quinn, State of Illinois 

10:24 – 10:30  Gov. Rick Snyder, State of Michigan 
 
Please note that this conference is simultaneously translated and all participants have 

headphones.  Your remarks will be given to the simul interpreters ahead of the 

conference so they can familiarize themselves with what you will say. 

 
11:50 - 1:15 pm Luncheon Program with Luncheon speaker: (Fuji Room, 3rd fl) 
   You will sit by Diego Donoso, President, Dow Chemical Japan 
                               
6:00 - 9:00 pm Gala Dinner:  (Fuji Room, 3rd fl)  

6:00 – 7:00 Cocktail Reception (you will arrive late from a meeting) 
7:00 – 9:00 Formal Dinner and music performance  

 
The detailed agenda is attached. 
 

 

NOTES:   http://www.midwest-japan.org/ 
 

This annual event is has been held for more than 40 years to further business and 
diplomatic ties between the Midwestern states and Japan.  It alternates each year between 
Tokyo and one of the ten member states.  This event this year in Tokyo begins with an 
opening reception on Sunday night, September 25, and runs through a luncheon on 
Tuesday, September 27. It is expected to draw over 300 business people from Japan and 
the Midwest U.S.  The theme of the conference is:   “Innovation in a Changing Global 
Economy” Japan - Midwest U.S.: Post 3.11, Rebuild & Grow. 

 
Last year Michigan hosted the Midwest U.S. Japan Association annual conference in 
Detroit, the first time since 1993.  It was very successful, and the participants had very 
positive reactions to Detroit and Michigan.  The Renaissance Marriott was the conference 
hotel, with events held at The Henry Ford Museum and the Detroit Institute of Arts.  
Toyota was the presenting sponsor along with the MEDC, and there was very strong 
participation and financial support from Michigan’s Japanese business community.  

http://www.midwest-japan.org/


 
In addition to the Opening Session, you are scheduled to participate in the luncheon and 
gala dinner.  It is recommended that you attend part of the afternoon session, where the 
Japanese speakers are Mr. Katsuaki Watanabe, Senior Advisor to Toyota Motor 
Company, Toru Nagashima, Chairman of Teijin Ltd., as you will be meeting with them 
later in the day. 
 
Member states in the Midwest U.S. Japan Association include Michigan, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Illinois and Wisconsin.  Each state has 
two representatives, one from the private sector and one from the public sector.  The 
Japanese side of the Association is made up of over 70 prominent Japanese business 
leaders.   

 
Governors appoint representatives to this organization.  Michigan’s private sector 
representative is Bruce Brownlee from Toyota Technical Center.  The public sector 
representative is Doug Smith from the MEDC.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Conference Luncheon  
September 26, 2011 

 
EVENT  

ORGANIZER/POC:    Midwest US Japan Association 
                       

     
TIME:  11:30 – 1:15  
 
LOCATION:   Fuji Room, Imperial Hotel 
 
PURPOSE:  This is the formal luncheon for the MUSJA conference.  

We have asked that you be seated next to Diego Donoso, 
President of Dow Chemical Japan and Korea.  Mr. Donoso 
is a speaker on the afternoon panel along with Mr. 
Watanabe of Toyota and Mr. Nishimura of Teijin.   
 

 
PRESS:  Michigan press will be at the event   
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Snyder 
Diego Donoso 
Plus 6 others at the table decided by the Conference 

 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman/Ken Masumoto 
 

AGENDA:   There will be a speaker after the luncheon is served.  It is 
the former Japanese Ambassador to the U.S., now 
Commissioner of Baseball in Japan, Ryozo Kato. 

 

NOTES:    
 
Dow Chemical let us know that Consul General Matsuda has met with them about 
opportunities in the water sector with Dow Chemical.  In case this topic may come up 
with the CG during the conference, or with Mr. Donoso, we wanted you to have this 
background from Lisa Schroeter, Director of International Policy for Dow Chemical in 
Washington, D.C.: 
 
“We had a really good discussion with the Japanese consul general here in Michigan (I 
believe it was after he came to the Governor's office to brief on prep for the trip) - one 
item that they are mentioning to us would be opportunities for water collaboration.  We 
do have a number of key, long standing water customers in Japan - but we also face stiff 
competition.  So if this issue should be raised to the Governor, ideas for water 



collaboration, we thought it might be helpful to provide some background key messages - 
let me know if you need more detail. 
 
The CG was fairly vague as well but he seemed to be interested in establishing 
commercial partnerships with Japanese water companies. But there are definite "level 
playing field" issues with subsidies and preferential treatment given to our Japanese 
water competitors. 
 
 
KEY MESSAGES: 
 
*         If Japan proposes potential partnership opportunities on water, 
 
*         Dow has the leading global share of market in both ion exchange resins and 
reverse osmosis membranes 
 
*         Dow has a strong position in Japan on ion exchange resins through Japan's leading 
water treatment solutions companies but hardly participates in the Japanese reverse 
osmosis market because our largest competitors in the membranes field are Japanese 
companies (Nitto Denko, Toray, Asahi). 
 
*         Any potential partnership would need to be carefully evaluated to ensure fair, 
equal and mutually beneficial investment conditions. 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Company website:  http://www.dow.com/ 
 
Mr. Donoso’s bio is attached. 
  

http://www.dow.com/


 Meeting with Mr. Murakami, Senior Managing Director of Denso HQ  
September 26, 2011 

 
EVENT  

ORGANIZER/POC:    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 
    269-206-4161 
                           
TIME:   1:15 – 1:45 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:   “Momo” Conference Room, 4th Floor, Imperial Hotel 
 
PURPOSE/ASK: Denso has been recently awarded with $2.6M for their thermal  

management research for batteries, federal fund of DOE the 
application for which MEDC assisted to endorse.  They have 
talked about the potential for design work in Southfield and 
potential production in Battle Creek. This project by Denso would 
definitely build on the battery momentum the state has going, and 
cracking the thermal management nut is a crucial element. Thus 
thermal management for batteries is a huge issue and Denso is a 
prime supplier to address the problem.  

 

 
PRESS:  Not included   
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Rick Snyder                       
                          Mike Finney, President MEDC 
                                           Ken Masumoto BDM MEDC 
                         Sandy Baruah Detroit Chamber 
                          Maureen Krause Oakland County 
                         Karl Dehn Battle Creek Unlimited 
 
        Yukihiko Murakami, Senior Managing Director, Denso 
 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman & Ken Masumoto 
 

AGENDA:   There will be an exchange of business cards at the  
beginning of the meeting.  At the end of the discussion, an 
exchange of gifts.  While local partners who have Michigan 
Denso operations are a part of this meeting, due to the short 
amount of time, Mike Finney will lead the meeting. 

 

NOTES:    
 



 
Talking points for this meeting are:  

 

 Thank Denso for taking the time to meet and for their continued support of 
Michigan and for their long term commitment in their operations of R&D 
and manufacturing in Michigan. 

 Congratulate Denso for the grant of $2.6 million for their development of 
the Thermal Cooling Systems for the Li-Ion battery in Michigan where is 
now the leading state in the U.S. for battery research and production in the 
U.S. 

 We would continue to support Denso for further successful business 
opportunities. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

Denso is Michigan's largest Japanese employer with over 3,000 individuals, 
including 1,000 in Southfield and 2,000 in Battle Creek.   Denso also owns 
40% of Michigan Automotive Compressor, Inc. (MACI) in Parma, Michigan 
in partnership with Toyota Boshoku.  The plant makes auto air conditioner 
compressors, employs almost 900 people and is Jackson County’s largest 
private employer.  The MEDC helped it locate there 15 years ago and it has 
grown significantly over time, although business is only stable presently.   

  
DENSO Corporation, headquartered in Kariya, Aichi prefecture, Japan, is a 
leading global supplier of advanced technology, systems and components. 
Worldwide, the company employs approximately 123,000 people in 32 
countries and regions, including Japan. Consolidated global sales for the fiscal 
year ended March 31, 2011 totaled US$37.6 billion. DENSO common stock is 
traded on the Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya stock exchanges in Japan. In the 
Americas, DENSO employs more than 17,000 people with consolidated sales 
totaling US$6.4 billion for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2011. 
 
In Michigan, Denso International and DMMI have been expanding on a 
constant basis.  In 2003, Denso received a MEGA for its Battle Creek facility 
for the value of $1.5 million and a $4.5 million tax abatement on an 
investment of $45 million.  Denso closed on the purchase ($20 million) of an 
additional building (140,000 sq. ft.) which was added to its Southfield campus 
on March 1, 2005; this without any incentives.   

 
Denso Manufacturing in Battle Creek employs almost 2,000, the largest 
number in Denso’s operations in North America, after their additional 
investments last year.  Denso’s operations in general are going well with 
increasing orders from Toyota although they are hurt by Delphi’s bankruptcy 
and the ongoing troubles at GM.  Denso Battle Creek is the model for Denso’s 
NA manufacturing operations because of the long success after the company’s 



initial struggles in its first 5 to 10 years of operations.  Denso sends Michigan 
workers to train employees at the company’s operations in Arkansas because 
they find that workers in that region of the country lack the skills, working 
environment and infrastructure that are available in Michigan.   

 
One of the core group companies of Toyota Motor Company (25%), Denso is 
engaged in manufacturing, sales and R&D of compressor, drive train 
products, engine and body-related products for automobile use with $25 
billion in sales, $1.7 billion in profit, and employing approximately 93,000 
worldwide.  The company has 184 subsidiaries and related companies 
including Denso International America and Denso Manufacturing Michigan 
Inc. (DMMI).  It is commonly said in the industry that if Toyota were to fail, 
Denso would survive.  Delphi, Bosch and Denso are the three largest 
automotive supplier companies in the world. 
 

 
Company website:  http://www.globaldenso.com/en/ 

   

http://www.globaldenso.com/en/


D.O.E. Funded Battery Thermal Research Project

History:
On February 2, 2011, the Department of Energy issued FY 2011 Vehicle Technologies Program Wide 

FOA (Funding Opportunity Announcement)

On February 28,2011, after review with MEDC, DENSO America submitted a proposal to the Department 

of Energy with a support letter from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.

On August 10, 2011, DOE officially announced that DENSO was awarded funding for the proposed 

project.

Project Goal: Develop and demonstrate a dedicated high efficiency thermal management system to 

maintain batteries at optimal performance temperature which will allow a 20% reduction in battery pack 

energy capacity, reduced battery size and reduced battery module cost.

Project Start Date: October 1, 2011
Project Finish Date: January 16, 2015
Funding from DOE: $2,610,555

Thanks to the help and support from the MEDC, this project 
will accelerate local R&D activity and capability at DENSO 

Technical Center in Southfield, MI  to assist North America car 
manufactures to develop electric drive vehicles.



Meeting with Katsuaki Watanabe, Senior Advisor, Toyota Motor Corporation 

September 26, 2011 
 

 
EVENT    Bruce Brownlee, Toyota – 734-516-2590 
ORGANIZER/POC:    Ken Masumoto – 269-209-4161 

                       
     
TIME:   3:45 – 4:05 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:   “Momo” Conference Room, 4th Floor, Imperial Hotel 
 
PURPOSE:  A meeting with Katsuaki Watanabe, Senior Advisor and  

former Chairman of Toyota to Mr. Watanabe, former 
Chairman of Toyota, for their continued investment in 
Michigan and encourage further investment here.  Now that 
Ford is going to work with Toyota in development of a new 
battery for Ford light trucks, this is a great opportunity to 
pitch the company on Michigan for research work 
specifically in lithium ion battery and fuel cell technologies 
with Ford and to encourage Toyota to beef up their R&D 
operations and production facilities in Michigan along with 
their current R&D work. 

 
PRESS:   Not included per Toyota 
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

DETAIL ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
  
MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Rick Snyder 
    Michael Finney, MEDC 
    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 
    Katsuaki Watanabe, Senior Advisor, Toyota 
    Bruce Brownlee, Toyota Technical Center 
    Consul General Kuninori Matsuda (invited by Toyota) 
 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman/Ken Masumoto 
 

AGENDA:   Ken Masumoto and Bruce Brownlee will make the  
introductions.  There will be an exchange of business card 
at the beginning of the meeting.  At the end of the 
discussion, an exchange of gifts.  You will lead the 
discussion with Mr. Watanabe. 
 



Your gift to Mr. Watanabe is a handmade Michigan wood 
pen in a presentation box of Michigan birdseye maple made 
in the Upper Peninsula.  Mike Finney will present a small 
matching clock from the MEDC. 

 

NOTES:    
 

Talking points for this meeting are:  

 

 Refer to the latest news of an agreement between Ford and Toyota to develop a 
new hybrid battery for a light truck usage. This means that there will be a possible 
new investment for engineering collaboration like setting up of a new engineering 
facility for research and/or a facility for future production of the new battery in 
Michigan when the new hybrid technology is jointly developed.  Good news is 
that Toyota has technological advantages in terms of development of hybrid 
battery which has been proven by production of Prius over a decade and now that 
Toyota acquired Panasonic partnering with Sanyo the Li-ion battery of which 
Ford has been using for their own cars. 

 

 Pitch Michigan to Mr. Watanabe of Toyota to consider their future investment to 
produce their hybrid vehicle - their flagship of Prius vehicle right in the center of 
Michigan, which will be a paradigm shift in terms of Toyota brand in the US 
market in the future. 

 

 Express appreciation to Mr. Watanabe of Toyota for their continuing investments 
in Michigan particularly their R&D facility in York Township on top of the 
Plymouth R&D facility.  Pledge a full support for their future investment working 
closely with local ED’s in Michigan. 

 

 Discuss Mr. Watanabe’s presentation to the conference immediately before this 
meeting. 

 

 Thank Mr. Watanabe for Toyota’s very generous participation in the Midwest US 
Japan Conference last year in Michigan. 

 
 

BACKGROUND: 
Company website:  http://www.toyota.com/about/our_business/ 
 
Since 3/11 Earthquake and Tsunami disaster, multiple Japanese auto parts manufacturers 
located along the shore line of north eastern part of Japan were severely hit and damaged 
by the disaster, which immediately caused sudden shortage of vital functional parts for 
automobile not only for the Japanese OEMs but also many other global auto suppliers.  
This shortage of the vital parts from limited supply sources caused unexpected 
tremendous delay ending up with even temporary closure of Japanese OEM plants and 

http://www.toyota.com/about/our_business/


others both in Japan and US due to lack of JIT delivery of the parts for vehicle 
production. 
 
On top of this difficult situation, extreme shortage of electric power capacity due to the 
damage of the Fukushima nuclear plant affected the total production schedule to a great 
extent.  In fact, most of the current OEM plants in Japan were forced to shift their 
operation from weekday to weekend in order to equalize use of the electrical power in the 
industry as a whole, while closing the operation in the middle of a week.  However, it is 
expected for them to return the schedule back to normal sometime late this year 
depending on the total usage /capacity situation of electricity being consumed by the 
whole industry in Japan. 
 
This parts-shortage situation put Toyota and Honda (and Nissan as well) to a very 
awkward position in terms of competiveness with other auto makers in the US, including 
big three and Korean OEMs in the automobile market, thereby all of their sales sharply 
dropped since then till now while it is expected that those factory operations affected are 
getting back to normal to catch up the loss for JIT of the parts. 
 
The other issue that handicaps Japanese auto OEM and suppliers is the currency situation 
of Yen vs. dollar.  After the yen strengthened to about 85 yen per U.S. dollar, the rising 
value of the Japanese currency marked its postwar record high of 79.75 yen per dollar, 
marked in April 1995. But the figure also shows that the yen has weakened by about 30% 
since April 1995 in terms of the real effective exchange rate index. This rising value of 
yen worsened the situation of export of the vital parts to the Japanese OEMs and 
suppliers in the US, most of which many companies are considering to produce in the US 
or overseas in the future in afraid of future occurrence of the similar situation in the 
future.  
 
In conclusion, the Japanese OEMs and suppliers (working with American OEMs like 
Denso) are looking forward to resuming their full production so that they could be able to 
position themselves to be competitive in the US in a fair manner, expecting more sales of 
their parts and vehicles in a steady growing market in the US once their production 
comes back with better reputation and image of the quality. 
 
The Toyota Technical Center (TTC) in Ann Arbor is engaged in a broad range of 
technical activities including engineering design, evaluation and design of parts and 
materials, prototype building, engine component design and evaluation, static and 
dynamic vehicle evaluation, emission certification, regulatory affairs and technical 
research. TTC has more than 1,000 employees.  
 
The company currently has a 10% share that is the direct result of lean production with 
continuous improvement, and technology innovation such as hybrid and fuel cell cars, 
where it is ahead of all competitors. Most certainly, the expanded R&D in Michigan will 
attract more engineering from their keiretsu companies. Toyota is also accelerating its 
plan for small to mid –sized airplanes, from design to manufacturing, for corporate 
aircraft business in North America.   



Besides the latest economic down turn particularly in the auto industry and the 
controversy over the quality issues of their brake pedal defect which caught national 
attention in 2009, Toyota's operations has been seriously impacted on a global basis by 
the latest Earthquake and Tsunami in Japan that caused production delay due to serious 
shortage of functional parts of the car produced by their suppliers. Toyota has revised 
their global strategy to cut down production volume as opposed to their initial projection 
due to unprecedented negative profit since its inception in 1929.  

http://www.detnews.com/article/20110822/AUTO01/108220379/1148/Ford--Toyota-to-
collaborate-on-hybrid-trucks-to-better-hit-fuel-economy-goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.detnews.com/article/20110822/AUTO01/108220379/1148/Ford--Toyota-to-collaborate-on-hybrid-trucks-to-better-hit-fuel-economy-goals
http://www.detnews.com/article/20110822/AUTO01/108220379/1148/Ford--Toyota-to-collaborate-on-hybrid-trucks-to-better-hit-fuel-economy-goals


Meeting with Ube Kosan 

September 26, 2011 
 

EVENT     
ORGANIZER/POC:    Ken Masumoto – 269-209-4161 

                       
     
TIME:   4:10 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:   “Momo” Conference Room, 4th Fl., Imperial Hotel 
 
PURPOSE/ASK: A meeting with Ube Kosan to congratulate them on their 

latest joint venture with Dow Chemical to produce 
electrolytes for Li-Ion batteries and offer Michigan’s help 
with their expansion. 

 
PRESS:   Not included 
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Snyder 
    Michael Finney 
    Ken Masumoto 
 
  Mr. Michio Michio Takeshita, President, Ube Kosan 
                          Dr. ShinobuWatanabe, Managing Director 
                          Mr. Masahiko Katsuta, General Manager, Advanced  
     Battery Materials Business Unit  
 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman/Ken Masumoto 
 

AGENDA:   There will be an exchange of business cards at the  
beginning of the meeting, and an exchange of gifts at the 
end of the meeting.   

 

  



NOTES:    
 

Talking points for this meeting are:  

 

 Thank Mr. Takeshita and his group for taking the time to come to the  
Imperial Hotel to meet with you. 

 Express appreciation to Mr Takeshita, President of Ube Kosan for 
their latest joint venture with Dow Corning for their manufacturing of 
electrolyte for Li-ion in Midland in Michigan. 

 Pledge a full support for their further investment for expansion of their 
operation in Michigan once regulatory approval is done. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Company website:  http://www.ube-ind.co.jp/english/about/history.htm 
 

Press  Release announcing the joint venture: 

The Dow Chemical Company (NYSE:DOW) and Ube Industries, Ltd. (Ube) today 
announced an agreement to form a joint venture to manufacture and market formulated 
electrolytes for lithium-ion batteries (LIBs) in energy storage applications. The 50-50 
joint venture, named Advanced Electrolyte Technologies LLC, is expected to be finalized 
later this year, pending regulatory approval.  

The joint venture is another important step in Dow’s commitment to develop innovative 
material science technologies to solve some of society’s most pressing challenges 
through chemistry, including the world's growing need for clean energy solutions. The 
joint venture also complements the growth strategy of Dow’s Energy Materials business 
by adding formulated electrolytes to an integrated product portfolio that addresses the 
rapidly expanding energy storage industry.  

“The growing demand for alternative energy production and energy storage systems 
places technologies such as advanced batteries for electric/hybrid vehicles and power 
generation at the very center of the global mega-trends,” said Heinz Haller, Dow 
executive vice president and chief commercial officer, “Partnering with an electrolyte 
industry leader like Ube gives Dow the ability to provide cell manufacturers with a robust 
offering of material technology that meets demanding battery performance 
requirements.”  
The new joint venture will also allow Ube to strengthen its global supply network and 
improve cost competitiveness for its electrolyte technology outside of Japan. This will 
enable Ube to take advantage of other rapidly growing geographical segments with its 
world class formulated electrolyte technologies.  

“We are very excited to form Advanced Electrolyte Technologies with Dow,” said 
Shinobu Watanabe, Ube managing executive officer. “Combining Dow’s material 
science strength and global footprint with Ube’s expertise in electrolyte technology will 
deliver significant growth opportunities for both companies.”  
The joint venture’s first manufacturing facility is expected to be built at Dow’s Michigan 

http://www.ube-ind.co.jp/english/about/history.htm


Operations’ site in Midland for startup in 2012. 

About Ube: 

Ube Industries is one of Japan's top chemical companies, founded in 1897. Many of 
Ube's basic chemical products and materials find applications in various industries 
including the automotive and consumer electronics, while the company's 
own independently developed polyimides, electrolytes, separators, and other specialty 
products are used across the globe in personal computers, mobile phones, and similar 
applications. Ube is well-known worldwide for these specialty products. For more 
information, please visit http://www.ube.co.jp 

(Ube’s capital as of 3/2011 was $58 billion.  The company employs 11,000 people 
worldwide.) 

About Dow  

Dow (NYSE:Dow) combines the power of science and technology with the "Human 
Element" to passionately innovate what is essential to human progress. The Company 
connects chemistry and innovation with the principles of sustainability to help address 
many of the world's most challenging problems such as the need for clean water, 
renewable energy generation and conservation, and increasing agricultural productivity. 
Dow's diversified industry-leading portfolio of specialty chemical, advanced materials, 
agrosciences and plastics businesses delivers a broad range of technology-based products 
and solutions to customers in approximately 160 countries and in high growth sectors 
such as electronics, water, energy, coatings and agriculture. In 2010, Dow had annual 
sales of $53.7 billion and employed approximately 50,000 people worldwide. The 
Company's more than 5,000 products are manufactured at 188 sites in 35 countries across 
the globe. References to "Dow" or the "Company" mean The Dow Chemical Company 
and its consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted. More information 
about Dow can be found at www.dow.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ube.co.jp/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.com%2F&esheet=6783840&lan=en-US&anchor=www.dow.com&index=1&md5=126eb705eb270a6385dc88c13b286c6a


Meeting with Teijin 

September 26, 2011 
 

EVENT     
ORGANIZER/POC:    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 

269-209-4161 
                       

     
TIME:   4:35 – 4:55 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:   Conference Room Momo 
 
PURPOSE:   A meeting with Mr. Toru Nagashima, Chairman of the  

Board of Teijin, to ask them to consider Michigan for 
future investment in carbon fiber manufacturing and 
possible manufacturing of Li-ion battery separator.  Teijin 
is very active in carbon fiber, and is a partner of Lawrence 
Technical University. Mr. Nagashima also sits on the board 
of Asahi Glass, which has subsidiaries in Michigan. 
 

PRESS:   Not included  
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Rick Snyder 
    Michael Finney, MEDC 
    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 
     
    Mr. Nagashima, Chairman, Tejin, Ltd. 
 
 

THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman/Ken Masumoto 
 

AGENDA:   There will be an exchange of business cards at the  
beginning of the meeting.  At the end of the discussion, an 
exchange of gifts.   

 

NOTES:    
 

Mr. Nagashima is speaking on Monday afternoon as part of the panel on “Japan Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry". 

 
Ken Masumoto has visited Mr. Nagashima several times during his trips to Japan and has 
talked to him on a latest development of synthetic compounds and carbon fiber materials 
the demand of which have been increasing dramatically because of its strength, light 



weight and flexibility in forming.  Mr. Nagashima showed interest in possible 
collaboration with Oak Ridge National Lab for low-cost carbon fiber, as well as with 
Dow Chemical. 
 
 
Talking points for this meeting are:  

 

 Thank Mr. Nagashima for meeting at the Conference and commend that he has 
been one of the regular and active speakers in the conference over the years.  

 

 Encourage Teijin to look to Michigan to expand its carbon fiber business and to 
consider their investment to set up a manufacturing plant of separator* for Li-ion 
battery to Michigan since Teijin is a great supply chain of separator for the battery 
in Japan, in light of market accessibility to the battery manufacturers and value 
chain, most of which are concentrated in Michigan.  *A separator is one of four 
vital ingredients to make Li-ion battery. 

 

 Knowing that Teijin has been tying up with Lawrence Tech via Dr. Nabil Grace, 
Dean of Engineering (for testing the latest and highest synthetic compound 
materials) and Oak Ridge National Labs partnering with Dow Chemical (a 
competitor company to Teijin), we would suggest and encourage Teijin  to 
develop low cost carbon fiber materials in Michigan for new applications such as 
wind turbine blades, and automotive and transportation and pressure vessel 
sectors as well as automobile applications, the demand for which has been greatly 
increasing worldwide. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Company website:  http://www.teijin.co.jp/english/ 
 
Based in Tokyo and Osaka, Japan, Teijin is a global technology-driven group operating 
in six main fields: synthetic fibers (aramid fibers and carbon fibers); polyester fibers, 
films and plastics; pharmaceuticals and home health care; trading and retail; and IT and 
new products. Teijin Limited, the holding company for the Teijin Group, is listed on the 
Tokyo and Osaka stock exchanges. The group had consolidated sales of USD 8.5 billion 
(JPY 765.8 billion, USD 1=JPY 90) in fiscal 2009 and employs 18,778 people 
worldwide, with 156 companies around the world.  
 
For strategic purposes, Teijin has grouped promising growth markets into four key 
fields—automobiles & aircraft, information and electronics, health care, and environment 
and energy—within which it has identified three core technological areas, namely, high-
performance materials, green businesses and energy, and life sciences.  
 
Toho Tenax is the core company of the Teijin Group's carbon fibers business. The Toho 
Tenax Group is a leading carbon fiber manufacturer worldwide with an annual 
production capacity of 13,500 tons in Japan, Germany and USA.  
 

http://www.teijin.co.jp/english/


Recognizing technological innovation as the source of corporate growth, Teijin continues 
to promote ambitious yet efficient investment in R&D with the aim of cultivating new 
businesses. It currently has eight major research sites in Japan and eight overseas, 
employing a total of more than 1,600 researchers. The Chief Technology Officer (CTO) 
is responsible for determining groupwide R&D strategies, including those for basic 
research, and for reinforcing collaboration among Teijin companies to expedite the 
transformation of technologies into commercially viable products.  
 

Teijin Philosophy 

Continuous, Innovative Reforms 

The history of the Teijin Group is one of continuous reforms and challenges. This can be 
traced back to our establishment in 1918 as the first manufacturer of rayon yarn in Japan, 
and then later as we overcame many difficulties to convert to a synthetic fibers 
manufacturer. Through cutting-edge R&D and pursuit of chemical technologies 
developed in step with the progress of the times, we have subsequently continued 
endeavors to further diversify and expand our business. This continues today in a wide 
range of areas as we are increasing our global presence in synthetic fibers, films and 
plastics, medical and pharmaceutical, fiber products marketing, and IT businesses. 

Aiming for Sustainable Growth 

We are pursuing new products and services with high added value that can meet the 
future needs of society. The basis for this is progressive technological innovations that 
make use of diverse engineering technologies as well as basic technologies in fields such 
as polymer science, biotechnology, nanotechnology and drug discovery. 
In the future, there is expected to be even higher demand for advanced and composite 
materials that are environmentally friendly and contribute to low use of resources, weight 
reductions and energy savings, and high-performance materials and 
pharmaceutical/medical solutions that fulfill requirements for safety and security. 
The Teijin Group is focusing efforts on Green Chemistry, which includes the areas of 
high-performance materials, and green businesses and energy, as well as Health Care, 
which is centered on the life sciences area. As we focus on these business domains, we 
continue to offer new and unique solutions targeting four promising markets: 
transportation such as automobiles and aircraft, information and electronics, health care, 
and environment and energy. In these ways, the Teijin Group is aiming to realize 
sustainable corporate growth. 

Endeavors of the Teijin Group 

There are many hurdles that must be cleared to attain global excellence. However, the 
Teijin Group has set goals with this in mind. We will make collective efforts to achieve 
our goals and ultimately global excellence, through far-reaching corporate reforms based 
on strong intentions and decisive actions. 

 

 
 



Photo Op/Meeting with Graceland Foods and Otsuka 

September 26, 2011 
 

EVENT     
ORGANIZER/POC:    Jamie Zmitko, Mich. Dept. of Ag & Rural Development  
  Bridget Beckman, MEDC 

                       
     
TIME:   6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:   “Momo” Conference Room, 4th Floor, Imperial Hotel 
 
PURPOSE:  A photo-op and a thank-you to Otsuka for their investment  

in Graceland to-date and continued purchase of Graceland 
products. 

 
PRESS:   Not included 
  
GOV ATTIRE:  Suit and tie 
 

MEETING 

PARTICIPANTS:  Governor Rick Snyder 
    Michael Finney, MEDC 
    Ken Masumoto, MEDC 
    Doug Smith, MEDC 
    Keith Creagh,  
    Bridget Beckman, MEDC 
     
    Mr. Yoshihito Nakai, President 

Mr. Shigehiro Kanata, Managing Director on Board  
 Finance Dept. 
Mr. Tadaharu Kaneko, Secretary of President 
Mr. Tsutomu Odani- President World Scope Corporation 
Alan DeVore- CEO  Graceland Fruit Inc. 
Brent Bradley- VP Sales & Marketing Graceland Fruit, Inc. 
Dan Arkema- International Sales Manager for Graceland 

Fruit Inc.  (independent company is Ingredient 
Technologies International) 

     
THANK YOUS:  Bridget Beckman 
 

AGENDA:  The company will have had a meeting in the Momo Room with  
   Director Creagh prior to the Governor arriving for greeting and a  
   photo op.  
 

NOTES:    



 
 
Talking points for this meeting are:  

 

 Thank-you to Otsuka for their investment in Graceland to-date and continued 
purchase of Graceland products. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Company website: http://www.otsuka.com/en/company/   
 
Otsuka Foods is a wholly owned subsidiary of Otsuka Holdings.  Otsuka Holding is a 
$13B corporation with several business subsidiaries.   
 
The following is the Corporate History off their website: 
 
The history of the Otsuka Group began in 1921, when Busaburo Otsuka established a 
factory manufacturing chemical compounds in Naruto, Tokushima Prefecture (now 
Otsuka Pharmaceutical Factory Inc.) After this beginning as small-scale manufacturer of 
chemical raw materials, in 1946 the company began producing and selling intravenous 
solutions, marking its entry into the pharmaceutical products market. In 1950, the organic 
chemicals division split off from Otsuka Pharmaceutical Factory to form Otsuka 
Chemical and Medical Products, Inc.(Now Otsuka Chemical Co., Ltd.) followed by the 
establishment of Taiho Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. in 1963 and Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., 
Ltd. in 1964. Each of these new entities was a step in the evolution of a manufacturer 
specializing in research and development. 
 
Meanwhile, in 1961, Otsuka Pharmaceutical Factory's transport and warehousing division 
split off from the company to become Otsuka Warehouse Co., Ltd., now involved mainly 
in pharmaceuticals and foodstuffs distribution. 
 
The international expansion of the Otsuka Group began with the 1973 establishment of 
Thai Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. and an office in the U.S.A., with subsequent 
aggressive overseas expansion driven by Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
 
The Otsuka group has grown into a corporate group consisting of a total of about 150 
companies worldwide. 
 
Otsuka Holdings Co., Ltd. was established on July 8, 2008, through a share transfer 
establishing Otsuka Holdings as a wholly owning parent company, with Otsuka 
Pharmaceutical as a wholly owned subsidiary. 
 
At a board of directors'meeting and the general meeting of shareholders held in 2008, 
Otsuka Holdings decided to make three of its companies into wholly owned direct 
subsidiaries through a corporate revision and exchange of shares. The three companies 

http://www.otsuka.com/en/company/


concerned are Otsuka Pharmaceutical Factory, Otsuka Warehouse, and Taiho 
Pharmaceutical. 
 

As a result of the reorganization, Otsuka Holdings' wholly owned direct subsidiary 
Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. was joined by Otsuka Pharmaceutical Factory, Otsuka 
Warehouse, and Taiho Pharmaceutical. On July 1, 2009, Otsuka Chemical Co., Ltd. 
became a wholly owned direct subsidiary of Otsuka Holdings, Otsuka Holdings now has 
five wholly owned subsidiaries (Otsuka Pharmaceutical, Otsuka Pharmaceutical Factory, 
Taiho Pharmaceutical, Otsuka Warehouse, and Otsuka Chemical) which operate in 
parallel. In addition, the group of companies headed by Earth Chemical Co., Ltd. will 
continue to work closely with the Otsuka Group. 
 
The Otsuka Group will function as a unified force under a holdings structure as we strive 
to contribute to the health and prosperity of people the world over. 
 

Graceland Fruit 

Founded in 1973, the company has expanded its product lines through innovation and 
customer service and earned the prestigious Edward R. Madigan U.S. Agricultural Export 
Excellence Award in 2003. The company has garnered a number of other awards, 
including National Ag Marketer of the Year; Michigan Manufacturer of the Year; and, 
Michigan's Exporter of the Year. 

Today, Graceland Fruit stands as the largest single provider of infused fruits and 
vegetables in the world. It is known for its outstanding research and development, the 
breadth of its product line and for continually offering new ingredients and applications 
to food manufacturers. 

 http://www.gracelandfruit.com/about.html  

    

http://www.gracelandfruit.com/mgmt_don_nugent.html
http://www.gracelandfruit.com/about.html
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FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE:	
 

Frankfort, Michigan, USA ‐ September 20, 2011 

MICHIGAN FRUIT PROCESSING COMPANY DEVELOPS INNOVATIVE NUTRACEUTICAL DRIED FRUIT 
PRODUCTS THROUGH JOINT RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS WITH ITS JAPANESE PARTNER  

 
 
Graceland Fruit is a leading producer of dried fruit products.  Headquartered in Frankfort, Michigan, it is 
the  largest  manufacturing  employer  in  Benzie  County  providing  200  jobs  in  the  community.    The 
Company  primarily  produces  infused  dried  fruits  such  as  cherries,  cranberries,  wild  and  cultivated 
blueberries,  and  apples.    It  also  produces  fruit  concentrate  juice,  and  a  line  of  frozen  fruit  products 
under  its Soft‐N‐Frozen™ brand.   Graceland’s products are sold  in the United States and over 40 other 
countries around the world with Japan and Germany being two of its largest export markets.  Graceland 
products  are  consumed  as healthy  snacks  either  alone or  in  trail mixes,  as  ingredients  in  salads  and 
restaurant cuisine applications, and as  industrial  ingredients  in a wide variety of uses  including baking 
applications, cereals, health bars, ice creams and yogurts.    
 
Located in northern Michigan, in the heart of North America’s largest tart cherry growing region and the 
second most diverse agricultural state in the country, Graceland has been a leader in the development 
of fruit products since 1973.  Today, the Company uses proprietary technologies to produce shelf‐stable 
infused dried  fruit products  that  retain  their natural nutritional  content.   The Company holds  several 
food science patents and has earned a number of  industry awards  including the prestigious Edward R. 
Madigan U.S. Agricultural Export Excellence Award, National Agricultural Marketer of the Year, Michigan 
Manufacturer of  the Year, and Michigan Exporter of  the Year.   The Company maintains an obsessive 
focus on its responsibility to customers in terms of ensuring food safety, and also in providing affordable 
products through the use of highly efficient manufacturing practices.   
 
Graceland Fruit excels in innovative product development that optimizes nutrition and health attributes, 
while delivering convenient and delicious  food products of  the highest possible quality  to  the market.  
Its diverse product line includes organics, juice‐infused dried fruit, and dried fruits with low or no sugar 
added.  All of its products contain only natural ingredients, have no preservatives, are gluten‐free, non‐
allergenic, are sensitive to religious requirements, and provide the antioxidants and other nutraceutical 
benefits  of  the  raw  fruit.    Through  its  focus  on  innovative  food  science  and  product  development, 
Graceland  has  substantially  contributed  to  the  expansion  of  the  dried  fruit market  from  its  limited 
offerings of raisins, dates and figs twenty years ago, to the extremely diverse product offerings available 
today.   
 
Graceland  Fruit has  a  strong partnership with Otsuka  Foods Co.,  Ltd., which has 800 employees  and 
generates annual revenue of nearly $800 million.  Initially a customer and purchaser of Graceland Fruit 
products  for  its Soy  Joy nutritional bar, Otsuka Foods has become a  strategic partner with Graceland 
Fruit  through  a  financial  investment,  leadership  with  senior  officials  of  Otsuka  Foods  serving  on 
Graceland Fruit’s Board of Directors, and an exciting  research & development partnership  focused on 
super  fruit  products,  nutraceuticals,  and  functional  food.    “Functional  food”  is  food  that  has  new 
ingredients added, or more of an existing  ingredient added,  to  increase  the  food’s nutritional content 
and effect on health promotion or disease prevention.   
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Graceland  Fruit maintains  a  fully  staffed  R&D  department  headed  by  PhD  food  scientist, Dr. Nirmal 
Sinha,  who  is  a  world‐renowned  leading  authority  on  dried  fruit  processing  techniques.    Mr.  Ken 
Sekiguchi of Otsuka  Foods has been  studying at Michigan  State University on a  fellowship under  the 
guidance of Dr. Sinha, and has been working  to utilize  innovative  technologies  to  increase  the health 
benefits of Graceland Fruit’s current dried fruit products.  The goal is to produce the current all natural 
products with reduced sugar or no sugar added, with higher  levels of antioxidants and nutraceuticals.  
These  innovative  functional  food products will meet  increasing consumer demand  for convenient and 
delicious snacks that support a healthier life style for families. 
 
Graceland Fruit’s Chief Executive Officer Mr. Alan DeVore, and Mr. Brent Bradley, Vice President of Sales 
& Marketing will be traveling to Tokyo  later this month to meet with Mr. Yoshihito Nakai, President of 
Otsuka  Foods,  and Mr.  Shigehiro  Kanata,  Chief  Financial Officer,  to  discuss  the  continuing  corporate 
partnership  and  new  product  development.    Graceland  Fruit’s  partnership  with  Otsuka  Foods  is  a 
beneficial contributor to the Michigan economy, and presents new opportunities for growth.  Mr. Keith 
Creagh,  Director  of  the  Michigan  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Rural  Development,  Mr.  Michael 
Finney, President and CEO of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, and Michigan Governor 
Rick Snyder, will also be traveling to Tokyo to participate in the meetings between Graceland Fruit and 
Otsuka Foods.  These meetings should prove to be very fruitful. 
 
 
 
 
To contact Graceland Fruit, Inc., visit:  www.gracelandfruit.com 
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2011 Japan-Midwest U.S. Association Conference 

September 25 – 27, 2011 

Imperial Hotel, Tokyo 

“Innovation in a Changing Global Economy” 
Japan - Midwest U.S.: Post 3.11, Rebuild & Grow 

  

Saturday, September 24
th

   

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm  U.S. Secretariat – Registration for U.S. Delegates.    (Nishiki Room, 3
rd

 fl) 

 

Sunday, September 25th   

9:00 - 10:00 am      MWJA Board Meeting   (Tsuru Room, 3rd fl) 

 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm  U.S. Secretariat – Registration for U.S. Delegates      (Nishiki Room, 3
rd

 fl) 

 

Afternoon       Sunday sightseeing programs: 

   Tokyo City Museum Tour & Lunch or Sumo Tournament (see Tour section of 

web site) 

 

4:30-4:45 pm   Chairman’s Meeting – Meiji Kinenkan                                       

(Meiji Kinenkan is located in the Outer Gardens of Meji Shrine) 

 

4:45-5:45 pm   Joint Executive Committee Meeting – Meiji Kinenkan Room 3 & 4, 1
st

 fl)         

 

6:00-8:45 pm  Welcome Reception – Meiji Kinenkan (Fuji Room, 2
nd

 floor)      

    

Dress is “ business attire” 

 

Monday, September 26
th

    

 (U.S. Registration moves to the foyer of the Peacock East Ballroom, 2
nd

 fl) 

       

Spouse Tour:   

“Day of Creativity” (sushi making, candle making, sushi lunch, afternoon tea) 
 

8:00 am  Conference Exhibit Opens – (Peacock East Foyer, 2
nd

 fl) 

(Coffee/tea service served in the Peacock East Foyer) 

 

9:00 - 10:30 am  Opening Ceremony: (Peacock East Ballroom, 2
nd

 fl)                        

    

Opening Remarks: 

Yuzaburo Mogi, Japan Conference Chairman 

                              Honorary Chairman, Kikkoman Corporation 

 

Hon. James R. Thompson, U.S. Conference Chairman 

 Senior Chairman, Winston & Strawn & former Governor of Illinois 

 

 

Welcome Remarks:  

   Hon. Kuninori  Matsuda, Consul General of Japan in Detroit 
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Guest Speeches: 

Gov. Yukiko Kada, Shiga Prefecture 

Gov. Terry Branstad, State of Iowa 

Gov. Kensaku Morita, Chiba Prefecture 

Gov. Mark Dayton, State of Minnesota 

   Gov. Kiyoshi Ueda, Saitama Prefecture 

Gov. Pat Quinn, State of Illinois 

Gov. Shomei Yokouchi, Yamanashi Prefecture 

Gov. Rick Snyder, State of Michigan 

 

 

10:30 - 10:45 am Coffee Break (Peacock East Foyer)   

 

10:45 - 11:40 am  Keynote Addresses:  

Keiro Kitagami, Vice Minister of Economy, Trade & Industry 

   Honorable John V. Roos, United States Ambassador to Japan      

  

11:50 - 1:15 pm  Luncheon Program with Luncheon speaker: (Fuji Room, 3
rd

 fl) 

   Hon. Ryozo Kato, Commissioner, Nippon Professional Baseball 

                               

1:30 – 3:15 pm Plenary Session I:  Executive Panel Discussion  

“Innovative Approaches for Growth”  
   

Session Keynote Addresses & Panel:  

     

Keynote Presenters: 

   Tadashi Okamura, Advisor to the Board, Toshiba Corporation & Chairman, 

Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

   Bill D. Cook, Managing Director, Caterpillar Japan Ltd. 

 

   Panelists: 

   Toru Nagashima, Chairman of the Board, Teijin Limited 

   Katsuaki Watanabe, Senior Advisor, Toyota Motor Corporation 

   Collin B. Benson, President & Representative Director, ADM Far East 

   Diego Donoso, President, Dow Japan & Korea, Dow Chemical Company  

 

Moderator: 

Yasuo Hayashi, Chairman & CEO, JETRO 

 

Q & A Session 

 

 

3:15 - 3:30 pm  Coffee Break (Peacock East Foyer)   

 

 

3:30-5:00 pm Plenary Session II: Executive Panel Discussion (Peacock East Ballroom, 2
nd

 fl) 

“Innovation in Energy and the Environment” 

  

Panelists: 

Takeo Inokuchi, Senior Advisor, Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Co., Ltd. 
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Masamitsu Sakurai, Chairman, Ricoh Company, Ltd. 

Michael Rowand, Managing Director, Technology, Duke Energy 

Kevin Crawford, Senior Vice President of Gov’t Affairs & Corporate 
Communications, Orion Energy Systems 

 

 

Moderator: 

Cheng-Guan Michael Quah, Ph.D., Professor, Dept. of Chemical and 

Biomolecular Engineering, NUS / Executive Advisor, NUS Enterprise (Singapore) 

Q & A Session 

 

6:00 - 9:00 pm Gala Dinner:  (Fuji Room, 3
rd

 fl)  

Cocktail Reception  

Formal Dinner and music performance  

 

Dress is “business attire”                                                   

 

 

Tuesday, September 27
th

   

8:00 am Coffee/tea service (Peacock East Foyer) 

 

9:00-10:30 am  Plenary Session III: Executive Panel Discussion (Peacock East Ballroom, 2
nd

 fl) 

   “Trade and Investment: Bilateral & Global Partnerships”  

    

   Panelists: 

   Hideto Nakahara, Member of the Board, Senior Executive Vice President, 

Mitsubishi Corporation 

   Junichi Ujiie, Senior Advisor to the Board, Nomura Holdings 

Clayton Brown, Director, Government Marketing - Asia Pacific, Rockwell 

Collins 

Jesse Singh, President, Sumitomo 3M Limited  

 

Moderator: 

Kichisaburo Nomura, Executive Advisor, All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd. 

 

Q & A Session                   

 

10:30-10:45  am  Coffee Break (Peacock East Foyer) 

10:45 - 12:00 pm Closing Ceremony:  

   Adoption of Joint Statement                                                 

   Joint Statement:  Chairman Mogi 

   Speeches:   

Lt. Governor Rick Sheehy, State of Nebraska  

Lt. Governor Becky Skillman, State of Indiana  

Hon. Hironori Sawada, Acting Consul General, Consulate General of Japan at 

Chicago 
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   2012 Minnesota Host State Presentation: 

Michael Langley, Chief Executive Officer, Greater MSP (Minneapolis Saint 

Paul Regional Economic Development Partnership) 

Closing Remarks: 

Hon. James Thompson, U.S. Conference Chairman 

Yuzaburo Mogi, Japan Conference Chairman 

    

Gift Exchange 

 

12:00 - 1:30 pm  Buffet Lunch (Fuji  Room, 3
rd

 fl)  



WISERTrade 
State Exports by NAICS Database

 

From State: Michigan Series: Origin of Movement Unit: Total dollar value 

Industry: All industries Sorted by: 2011 Q2 YTD Order: Desc

Destination: Japan User Name: naicsusr Runtime: 13:27:53 PM, Tue Sep 06 2011 EDT

Rows selected: 31 (all rows)

 

Rank Code Description ANNUAL 2008 ANNUAL 2009 ANNUAL 2010 Q2 2010 YTD Q2 2011 YTD %2008- 09 %2009- 10 %2010- 11

    Total all Industries 1,437,660,547. 1,239,383,177. 1,240,093,240. 575,960,549. 653,319,252. -13.79 0.06 13.43

1 331 Primary Metal Manufacturing 355,561,719. 459,452,908. 337,463,982. 165,639,071. 215,184,142. 29.22 -26.55 29.91

2 325 Chemicals 318,018,604. 245,334,922. 317,551,193. 138,307,650. 140,159,566. -22.86 29.44 1.34

3 336 Transportation Equipment 225,936,094. 147,200,756. 200,915,098. 83,829,128. 110,177,071. -34.85 36.49 31.43

4 334 Computer And Electronic Products 102,175,723. 79,191,164. 99,861,932. 50,495,578. 47,355,873. -22.50 26.10 -6.22

5 333 Machinery, Except Electrical 128,550,127. 95,427,361. 78,186,827. 36,355,579. 42,695,366. -25.77 -18.07 17.44

6 311 Food And Kindred Products 96,628,936. 56,110,268. 28,645,946. 13,658,938. 16,046,215. -41.93 -48.95 17.48

7 339 Miscellaneous Manufactured Commodities 37,629,305. 29,305,706. 27,676,824. 16,823,331. 15,686,566. -22.12 -5.56 -6.76

8 332 Fabricated Metal Products, Nesoi 37,582,981. 16,938,393. 22,893,377. 12,438,279. 11,888,923. -54.93 35.16 -4.42

9 111 Agricultural Products 15,613,201. 29,197,559. 22,722,826. 12,173,560. 11,846,642. 87.01 -22.18 -2.69

10 327 Nonmetallic Mineral Products 29,193,442. 22,412,748. 25,555,437. 12,736,186. 9,765,267. -23.23 14.02 -23.33

11 335 Electrical Equipment, Appliances, And Component 23,282,970. 16,360,071. 20,215,216. 10,537,092. 9,469,321. -29.73 23.56 -10.13

12 326 Plastics And Rubber Products 18,602,605. 13,789,262. 21,051,194. 8,666,740. 9,046,530. -25.87 52.66 4.38

13 337 Furniture And Fixtures 11,928,212. 7,715,667. 6,481,128. 2,523,822. 3,277,912. -35.32 -16.00 29.88

14 321 Wood Products 10,067,466. 4,585,972. 6,873,970. 3,909,964. 2,449,856. -54.45 49.89 -37.34

15 113 Forestry Products, Nesoi 5,823,062. 4,339,880. 3,753,624. 1,947,000. 1,985,482. -25.47 -13.51 1.98

16 990 Special Classification Provisions, Nesoi 3,304,572. 1,627,395. 11,314,108. 1,800,075. 1,741,000. -50.75 595.23 -3.28

17 322 Paper 2,897,726. 2,336,627. 1,388,797. 722,373. 1,211,538. -19.36 -40.56 67.72

18 313 Textiles And Fabrics 2,841,191. 2,910,173. 1,546,987. 775,241. 874,822. 2.43 -46.84 12.85

19 324 Petroleum And Coal Products 1,536,795. 809,659. 1,158,794. 499,835. 653,241. -47.32 43.12 30.69

20 910 Waste And Scrap 6,266,598. 1,676,341. 1,204,834. 681,704. 400,187. -73.25 -28.13 -41.30

21 323 Printing, Publishing And Similar Products 859,784. 820,837. 861,919. 580,981. 353,054. -4.53 5.00 -39.23

22 920 Used Or Second-Hand Merchandise 404,563. 243,514. 612,974. 128,922. 321,293. -39.81 151.72 149.22

23 316 Leather And Allied Products 1,638,464. 617,049. 758,745. 297,959. 244,719. -62.34 22.96 -17.87

24 511 Prepackaged Software 242,497. 337,102. 464,275. 206,055. 168,173. 39.01 37.73 -18.38

25 315 Apparel And Accessories 654,837. 448,129. 588,378. 124,435. 140,333. -31.57 31.30 12.78

26 314 Textile Mill Products 163,759. 92,132. 139,585. 21,071. 97,950. -43.74 51.51 364.86

27 312 Beverages And Tobacco Products 72,323. 64,650. 103,325. 65,950. 46,799. -10.61 59.82 -29.04

28 212 Minerals And Ores 182,991. 32,620. 101,945. 14,030. 31,411. -82.17 212.52 123.88

29 211 Oil And Gas 0. 4,312. 0. 0. 0. 0.inf -100.00 0.nan

30 112 Livestock And Livestock Products 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.nan 0.nan 0.nan

31 114 Fish, Fresh, Chilled, Or Frozen And Other Marine P 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.nan 0.nan 0.nan



 

 

Yukiko Kada  
Governor of Shiga Prefecture 

 

 

Day of Birth May 18th, 1950 

Birth Place Honjo city, Saitama, JAPAN 

 

■ Education 

(1987)  Ph.D. in Agriculture, Kyoto University 

(1978)   M.A., Kyoto University  

(1975)   M.A., University of Wisconsin  

(1973)   B.A., Kyoto University, Faculty of Agriculture 

 

■ Career 

(July 2006–Present) Governor of Shiga Prefecture (second term) 

(2000–July 2006) Professor, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Kyoto Seika University; Special 

Research Advisor, Lake Biwa Museum 

(1997–2000) Chief Curator, Lake Biwa Museum 

(1982–1987) Researcher, Lake Biwa Research Institute 

(1981–1982) Technical Staff, Shiga Prefecture 

 

■ Published work 

        『People and nature near the water』 (Yuhikaku)  

『Environmental study of lives on the shore』(Showadou) 

and others  

 

■ Skills 

    Making Udon, Map reading 

 

■ Hobbies 

    Karaoke, Spending time with grandchildren 

 

■ Motto 

   「Straight and flexible」 



Kiyoshi Ueda 
Governor of Saitama Prefecture 

 
 
 

Date of Birth: 

May 15th 1948 Born in Fukuoka City, Fukuoka Prefecture  
 
Academic History: 

March 1967 Graduated Fukuoka Miike Senior High School 
March 1971 Graduated Hosei University School of Law, Law Dept. 
March 1975 Completed Political Science research course at Waseda University 
 Graduate School  
 
Major Employment History: 

1976  Active role in foundation and development of the Neo Liberal 
Group 

1979 – 1986 Part time lecturer at the Ministry of Construction’s University of  
Construction, “Regional Sociology”, and “National Land Planning” 
departments. 

1980 Ran for a seat in the House of Representatives. Was unsuccessful        
4 times, but with determination and persistence, he was elected on          
the 5th attempt 

July 1993 Elected for the first time to the House of Representatives 
October 1996  Elected for a second term in the House of Representatives 
June 2000 Elected for a third term in the House of Representatives 
September 2003 Elected as the 57th Governor of Saitama Prefecture  
August 2007 Re-elected as Governor of Saitama Prefecture  
October 2009 Appointed to be a member of the Local Sovereignty Strategy 

Council by the Prime Minister 
 
Work published:“Law: The Bread and Butter of Bureaucrats”. (O.S Publishing)  
 
Personality:  Open-minded and honest, Passionate 
 
Interests:  

Reading(Particularly about civilization and history), Mountain climbing, Fishing, 
Photography  
Food: Being surrounded by friends and family eating Saitama vegetables and pork, in line 
with his belief in local production and local consumption of food. 
Home life: Walking his dog, Goro. 
 

Personal motto: 「疾風に勁草を知る」 

“The strong are revealed in times of adversity”, (Literally, the wind reveals the strongest 
grass) 
 



Related publications 

"This is the Ueda way, Prefectural Administration Reform", by Eiken Itagaki, published 
by Nisshin Hodo, May, 2007 
"Ueda Kiyoshi, Passion-conveying Governor", by Oshita Eiji, published by Saitama 
Shimbun, June, 2007 
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Japanese Redibon Corporation   Director (1994.3　retirement)
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Karl Dehn 
President & CEO 

Battle Creek Unlimited, Inc. 
Battle Creek Michigan USA 

Phone: 269.962.7526 
E-mail:  dehn@bcunlimited.org 

 

 
Karl Dehn serves as the President & CEO of Battle Creek Unlimited, a position he has held since January 
2009.  He previously served as the organization’s Marketing Director for 12 years.  Karl came to Battle 
Creek after serving as the Economic Development Director of the City of South Haven, Michigan for five 
years.  Karl has extensive experience in employer retention and expansion, domestic and international 
business attraction, tax increment financing, brownfield redevelopment and community development. 
 
During his work with Battle Creek Unlimited, he has lead efforts to successfully attract over 30 new 
companies and over 90 expansion projects. During his career he has also secured numerous successful 
economic development grant and loan projects, funded through state and federal sources, totaling over 
$5.8 million for infrastructure and public facility enhancements necessary to support private development 
projects.   
 
Karl holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration with concentrations in Finance and 
Management from Aquinas College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he was a four-year letterman in 
baseball.  Karl is a certified Economic Development Finance Professional through the National 
Development Council.  In 2004, he was recognized Business Review as one of West Michigan’s Top 
Business Leaders Under 40.  
 
Karl’s community and state leadership positions include: 
 

 Board Chair, Battle Creek College Access Network and Legacy Scholars 

 Board Chair, Global Food Protection Institute 

 Board of Directors, Bronson Battle Creek Hospital – Community Partners 

 Board Vice President, Calhoun County Economic Development Corporation 

 Board of Directors, Neighborhoods, Inc. 

 Member, Collaborative Development Council, Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
 

Karl is also a member of the Battle Creek AMBUCS service club.  Other personal interests include 
fishing, coaching youth baseball, golf, cooking and attending college athletic events.  Karl and his family 
reside in the City of Battle Creek.   





As of June 2011 
 

 
 
 

Katsuaki Watanabe 
 
 
Senior Advisor 
Toyota Motor Corporation 
 

 

Katsuaki Watanabe was born February 13, 1942.  He earned a degree in 

economics from Keio University and joined Toyota Motor Corporation (TMC) 

upon graduating in 1964.   

 

Mr. Watanabe has gained experience in a broad range of activities at TMC, 

primarily in corporate planning, administrative affairs, public affairs and 

purchasing.  In 1988, Mr. Watanabe became general manager of the 

Secretarial Division, and in 1989, became general manager of the Corporate 

Planning Division.  

  

Mr. Watanabe was appointed to director in September 1992, and he became 

a managing director in June 1997.  In June 1999, he was appointed a senior 

managing director, overseeing business planning and purchasing.  In June 

2001, Mr. Watanabe became an executive vice president and representative 

director.  Mr. Watanabe was president of TMC from June 2005 until June 

2009, when he assumed the role of vice chairman.  In June 2011, he was 

appointed to the position of senior advisor. 

 

 

Key non-TMC posts  

Vice chairman, Nippon Keidanren (Japan Business Federation) (May 2009-) 

 

Awards and citations 

Medal with Blue Ribbon, Japan (November 2009) 

 



 

      Career Resume     

 

Name Michio Takeshita 

Date of Birth December 16, 1950 

Birth Place Kumamoto Prefecture, Japan 

Education March 1973 Graduated Facalty of Engineering, Kyushu University 

Major Positions April 1973 Joined Ube Industries, Ltd.  

 September 1997 Senior Vice President of Thai Caprolactam Public Co., 
Ltd. 

 April 2001 General Manager of Cement Production Center, Cement & 
Construction Materials Segment, Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 June 2001 Executive Officer and General Manager of Cement 
Production Center, Cement & Construction Materials 
Segment, Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 April 2003 General Manager of Energy & Environment Division, Ube 
Industries, Ltd. 

 April 2005 General Manager of Energy & Environment Division and 
Procurement & Logistics Division, Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 June 2005 Managing Executive Officer of Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 June 2008 Directorof Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 April 2009 Senior Managing Executive Officer,  
Group CFO and General Manager of Corporate Planning 
& Administration Office, with responsibility for Ube 
Group Shared Service Center, Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 April 2010 Representative Director, President and Group CEO, Ube 
Industries, Ltd. (position currently held) 

 

 



            Career Resume             

 

Name Shinobu Watanabe 

Date of Birth July 18, 1954 

Birth Place Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan 

Education March 1977 Graduated School of Economics, Osaka University 

Major Positions April 1977 Joined Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 April 1999 Chairman of Ube Europe (Espana) S.A. (company renamed as 
Ube Corporation Europe S.A. same year) and Chairman of PQM 
(company renamed as Ube Chemical Europe, S.A. in 2003) 

 March 2000 President of Ube Europe GmbH (concurrent post) 

 October 2001 Chairman of Ube Engineering Plastics S.A. (concurrent post) 

 April 2003 General Manager of Europe Operational Unit, Chemicals & 
Plastics Division, Ube Industries, Ltd., with responsibility for 
Ube Corporation Europe S.A. 

 May 2003 Chairman of Ube Europe GmbH (concurrent post) 

 June 2003 Executive Officer of Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 April 2005 Company Vice President of Chemicals & Plastics Company and 
General Manager of Europe Operational Unit, Ube Industries, 
Ltd. 

 June 2006 Advisor of Ube Industries, Ltd., Representative Director and 
President of UMG ABS, Ltd. 

 June 2008 Stepped down as Advisor of Ube Industries, Ltd. 

 June 2009 Managing Executive Officer (position currently held) and 
Company Vice President of Specialty Chemicals & Products 
Company (with responsibility for business operations), Ube 
Industries, Ltd. 

 April 2010 Company President of Specialty Chemicals & Products 
Company, Ube Industries, Ltd. (position currently held) 

 



Name:  Toru Nagashima   

Current Position: Chairman of the Board   

Date of Birth (Age): January 2, 1943 

Place of Birth: Hyogo, Japan   

Hobby: Tennis, Golf     

Education: Graduated From Faculty of Fiber Industry, Nagoya Institute of Technology 

(March, '65)  

  

Job History:   

         '65  Joined Teijin Limited  

  '75  Dispatched to Polynova (JV in Mexico)  

  '79  Dispatched to Teijin Modern Yarn Co., Ltd (in Japan) 

  '82  Return to Industrial Fibers Sales Dept. of Teijin 

  '93  General Manager of Technora Sales Dept. 

  '95  General Manager of Technora Division 

  '98  General Manager of Conex Division 

  '98  General Manager of Aramid fiber Division 

  '99  General Manager of Functional Fibers Business Group 

   Corporate Officer 

  '00  Chief Environment, Safety, and Health Officer 

   General Manager of Functional Fibers Business Group 

   Director, Member of the Board 

  '01 4 Chief Marketing Officer 

   General Manager of Corporate Strategy & Planning Office 

   Managing Director, Member of the Board 

  11 President & COO 

  '02 6 President & CEO 

  '08 6 Chairman of the Board 

 

Position in other companies: 

         ’09    6       Director, Sojitz Corporation 

         ’10    5       Vice Chairman, Japan Association of Corporate Executives 

     ’11    6       Director, Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd  

 

Reward:  '09 3 The Order of Orange-Nassau  

(Knight 4th grade, named Officer) 



  '09 4 Honorary Doctorate, Nagoya Institute of Technology 



Takashi Mishima

Teijin Group Executive Officer

Vice-president, Toho Tenax Co., Ltd.

(Born on June 25, 1949)

’75 5 Joined Teijin Ltd.

’05 6 Teijin Group corporate officer

Managing Director, Member of the Board,

Executive General Manager, Carbon Fiber Business Group

’08 4 President, Toho Tenax Limited.

’08 6 Teijin Group Executive Officer (incumbent)

’09 4 General Manager, Carbon Fibers Business Group

’11 4 Deputy General Manager, Carbon Fibers and Composites Business Group

Vice-president, Toho Tenax Limited



Basic Japanese Phrases 

Hello.     Konnichiwa. (kon-nee-chee-WAH) 

How are you?   O-genki desu ka? (oh-GEN-kee dess-KAH?) 

Fine, thank you.   Genki desu. (GEN-kee dess) 

What is your name?   O-namae wa nan desu ka? (oh-NAH-mah-eh wah NAHN dess-KAH?) 

My name is ____ .   Watashi no namae wa _ desu. (wah-TAH-shee no nah-mah-eh wa _ dess) 

Nice to meet you.   Hajimemashite. (hah-jee-meh-MOSH-teh) 

Please. (request)   Onegai shimasu. (oh-neh-gigh shee-moss) 

Please. (offer)    Dōzo. (DOH-zo) 

Thank you.    Dōmo arigatō. (doh-moh ah-ree-GAH-toh) 

You're welcome.   Dō itashi mashite. (doh EE-tah-shee mosh-teh) 

Yes.     Hai. (HIGH) 

No.     Iie. (EE-eh) 

Excuse me.    Sumimasen. (soo-mee-mah-sen) 

I'm sorry.    Gomen-nasai. (goh-men-nah-sigh) 

Goodbye. (long-term)  Sayōnara. (sa-YOH-nah-rah) 

Goodbye. (informal)   Sore dewa. (SOH-reh deh-wah) 

Good morning.   Ohayō gozaimasu. (oh-hah-YOH go-zigh-moss) 

Good evening.   Konbanwa. (kohm-bahn-wah) 

Good night (to sleep)  Oyasuminasai. (oh-yah-soo-mee-nah-sigh) 

I can't speak Japanese [well]. Nihongo [yoku] hanasemasen.  

(nee-hohn-goh [yo-koo] hah-nah-seh-mah-sen) 

Do you speak English?  Eigo o hanasemasuka? (AY-goh oh hah-nah-seh-moss-KAH?) 

Is there someone here who speaks English? Dareka eigo o hanasemasuka? 

 (dah-reh-kah AY-goh oh hah-nah-seh-moss-KAH?) 

Help!     Tasukete! (tah-soo-keh-teh!) 

Look out!    Abunai! (ah-boo-NIGH!) 

I don't understand.   Wakarimasen. (wah-kah-ree-mah-sen) 

Where is the toilet?   Toire wa doko desu ka? (toy-reh wah DOH-koh dess kah?)  
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