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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Marjorie Senechal, Ph.D. (Mathematics). 

The transcript is from an interview of her recollections about her father, famed psychiastrist Dr. Abraham Wikler.

Sources:
· “Marjorie Senechal” Mathematics Department, Smith College. http://www.math.smith.edu/~senechal/ Accessed 28 Oct 2021.
· “Marjorie Senechal” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marjorie_Senechal Accessed 28 Oct 2021
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Abraham Wikler, M.D., was an American psychiatrist and neurologist who made important discoveries in drug addiction. He was one of the first to promote a view of addiction as conditioned behavior and made the first observations of conditioned response in drug withdrawal symptoms. His research on conditioning and relapse played a pioneering role in the neuroscientific study of addiction. 

He joined the Lexington Narcotic Hospital, a prison farm run by the United States Public Health Service (USPHS) for drug addicts in Lexington, Kentucky, as an intern in 1940. There, he ran the narcotic-withdrawal ward and worked to quantify effects of opiates on addicts. He became interested in the neurophysiological basis for addiction, and the physiological changes caused by addiction, after successfully diagnosing a patient who had previously been thought to be grieving as having suffered physical brain damage. After the internship, he took a one-year fellowship at Yale University and Northwestern University, where he studied the work of Ivan Pavlov on conditioning. He then returned to Lexington as associate director and chief of the section on experimental neuropsychiatry, one of three permanent staff researchers at the facility. In his work there, he observed both classical conditioning and operant conditioning in humans and in studies with rodents; from these observations, he hypothesized that conditioning led addicts to relapse long after the physical symptoms of their addiction had faded, and that the "hustling" behavior of addicts seeking their next fix was a symptom of conditioning.

Wikler retired from the USPHS in 1963 and joined the faculty of the University of Kentucky. In 1967, the alumni association of the State University of New York (SUNY) Downstate Medical Center (to which the Long Island College of Medicine had been renamed) gave him their Alumni Achievement Medallion for Distinguished Service to American Medicine. In 1976, he won the Nathan B. Eddy Award of the College on Problems of Drug Dependence (CPDD). Dr. Wikler died March 7, 1981.

Sources: 
· “Abraham Wikler” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Wikler Accessed 28 Oct 2021.
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